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INTRODUCTION. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  official  records  of  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies  in  the  civil  war  was  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  7,  1884.  This  act  permitted  the 
employment  of  a  small  clerical  force  by  the  Navy  Department  to  copy 
and  classify  such  documents  as  were  available  in  the  Department  flies, 
or  could  be  obtained  from  other  reliable  sources.  Prior  to  this  Con¬ 
gressional  action  there  had  been  a  desultory  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  to  collect  and  arrange  these  records,  but  comparatively 
little  was  accomplished  until  the  assistance  of  Congress  was  obtained, 
when,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Office  of 
Naval  War  Itecords  was  organized,  and  Professor  James  E.  Soley, 
U.  S.  Navy,  at  that  time  the  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  was 
placed  in  charge  as  the  first  Superintendent. 

Under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Soley  the  work  of  collecting 
and  classifying  the  material  was  vigorously  begun.  Much  difficulty, 
however,  was  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for  while  the  official 
reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly  were  on 
file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  was  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  was  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  incomplete,  and  the  Department,  therefore,  spared 
no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors  on 
both  sides.  These  papers  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a  spe- 
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cial  agent  of  the  Department,  have  brought  to  light  many  duplicates 
of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  of  participants.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  first  volume  of  the  series  will  revive  the  interest  of  the 
participants  in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon 
naval  operations  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11,  1888,  the  clerical  force  of  the 
office  was  placed  upon  such  a  footing  as  to  enable  the  Superintendent 
to  make  a  substantial  advance  in  the  copying  and  classification  of  the 
material  then  in  hand. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  that  year  is  of  interest  as  showing  the  estimation  in  which  the 
Department  regard  ed  the  proposed  publication : 

The  importance  and  value  of  these  records  have  been  frequently 
alluded  to  in  my  reports,  but  I  now  call  attention  to  the  subject,  as  Con¬ 
gress,  by  its  action  last  year,  has  shown  its  intention  that  the  work 
should  be  seriously  prosecuted.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
Army  War  Becords,  for  the  compilation  of  which  a  liberal  provision 
has  been  made,  form  to-day  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  most  sought- 
after  of  all  the  Government  publications.  The  naval  records  are  of 
equal  importance  and  demand  equal  attention.  Without  them  the 
record  is  incomplete.  The  civil  war  is  not  only  the  first  war  in  which 
naval  operations  on  a  great  scale  have  been  conducted  since  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  steam,  but  it  is  the  only  war  in  which  those  modern  appli¬ 
ances  have  been  used  which  have  revolutionized  the  art  of  naval  war¬ 
fare.  The  only  operations  of  any  magnitude  with  rams,  with  torpedoes, 
with  ironclads,  with  rifled  ordnance,  and,  it  might  be  added,  with  steam 
vessels,  that  can  be  studied  by  the  professional  man,  are  those  of  the 
war  of  1861-’65.  The  maintenance  of  a  steam  blockade  and  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  commerce-destroying  steam  cruisers,  two  of  the  most  important 
operations  of  modern  war,  occurred  only  in  this  conflict.  To  place  this 
record  in  a  permanent  and  accessible  form,  where  it  can  be  referred  to 
by  the  naval  service,  by  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of 
the  Government  in  their  efforts  to  insure  the  highest  efficiency  in  the 
Navy,  and  by  the  public  generally,  is  the  object  of  this  publication, 
which  clearly  ought  to  appear  side  by  side  with  that  of  the  War 
Department. 

By  acts  of  Congress  approved  February  26, 1889,  and  July  11, 1890,  the 
force  of  the  office  was  still  further  increased.  In  July,  1890,  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commander  F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  relieved  Mr.  Soley  as  Super¬ 
intendent,  the  latter  having  resigned  his  position  to  accept  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  During  Mr.  Wise’s  charge 
of  the  office  the  work  of  collection  and  classification  was  ably  continued 
upon  the  lines  laid  down  by  his  predecessor.  Additional  papers,  both 
Union  and  Confederate,  were  obtained,  many  of  which  are  of  special 
value. 
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Mr.  Wise  having  received  orders  to  sea  duty,  was  relieved  by  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  June,  1893.  Upon  taking 
charge  of  the  office,  the  present  Superintendent  found  that  ample  mate¬ 
rial  had  been  prepared  to  begin  the  work  of  compilation  and  publica¬ 
tion.  Having  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  documents,  a  plan  of 
compilation  was  drawn  up  which  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  his  approval,  with  the  recommendation  that  Congress  be 
asked  to  authorize  and  provide  for  the  early  publication  of  the  work. 
The  Department  having  approved  this  recommendation,  Congress 
directed  the  commencement  of  the  publication  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  submitted,  making  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  (act  approved 
July  31,  1894). 

In  preparing  to  publish  the  records  it  became  apparent  that  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  reference  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  separate  the  subject 
of  operations  from  administrative  matter;  and  yet  much  of  this  latter 
material  was  found  to  be  of  exceptional  value,  especially  that  relating 
to  the  construction  and  outfit  of  the  fleet.  The  extraordinary  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  Union  Navy  from  a  peace  footing  in  1861,  when  it  was  com¬ 
posed  of  small  squadrons  of  ships  widely  separated  in  distant  parts  of 
the  globe,  to  the  enormous  war  fleet  of  1865,  numbering  over  600  ves¬ 
sels  of  all  descriptions,  which  maintained  an  effective  blockade  on  a 
coast  line  of  over  3,000  miles,  presents  in  itself  an  interesting  subject 
of  professional  and  historical  research.  Equal  interest  is  attached  to 
the  construction  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  which,  although  small,  gave 
exhibition  of  marvelous  energy  and  ingenuity  with  the  limited  resources 
at  its  disposal.  The  papers  relating  to  the  creation  of  these  two  fleets 
are  therefore  of  such  special  importance  that  it  has  been  thought  best 
to  comprise  them  in  a  separate  series  (Series  II).  By  this  arrangement 
the  subject  of  the  general  operations  afloat  (Series  I),  which  is  the 
main  object  of  the  work,  is  given  a  separate  and  principal  place.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the  volumes 
of  both  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of  vessels  referred  to, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships  as  they  actually 
appeared  during  the  war. 

The  plan  of  publication  thus  outlined  includes  only  the  use  of  such 
material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous  naval  records  of 
the  war,  and  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
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botli  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  during 
the  war  of  tlie  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  of  vessels  acting 
singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
These  reports  are  accompanied  by  such  diagrams  and  maps  as  may  be 
necessary. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports  of 
any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 

II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  1861,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  including 
privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as  far 
as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the  navies 
of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above  sections 
as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  spe¬ 
cially  relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

The  Navy  Department  is  now  prepared  to  continue  the  publication 
of  the  records  until  completed,  and  will  do  so  as  rapidly  as  Congress 
may  authorize  the  work. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  distribution 
of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress,  approved  July 
31,  1894) : 

*  *  *  Of  said  number  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 

copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officers  of  the 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
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sent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries  so  far  as  such  libra¬ 
ries  may  exist  in  the  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator  shall 
designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and  Del¬ 
egate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall 
be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  published,  until  the  pub¬ 
lication  is  completed,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  cost  of  publication  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more 
sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives,  or  Delegates  who 
have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libra¬ 
ries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall 
inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 


Richard  Rush, 

Robert  H.  Woods, 

Compilers. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  November  1 ,  1894. 
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1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861 

Surrender  of  the  Pensacola  navy  yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  navy  yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  on  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U’.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla]  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 
West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blookading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N. ,  1861-1862. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic. Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semmes,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  .Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under'Flag- Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.N.,  1861-1853. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C.,  under  .Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 

*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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5.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865 — Continued. 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Bear- Admiral  Daklgren,  XT.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  S.  0.,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  H.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Gardner,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Easr  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  XT.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  XT.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  XT.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  XT.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  XT.  S.  NT,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  XT.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rodgers,  XT.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  XT.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XT.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  XT.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  tiiose  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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HOME  SQUADRON. 


Namei 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Crew. 

Location. 

Pawnee . 

1,289 

Screw  sloop . 

8 

115 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Crusader  . 

549 

g 

Mohawk . 

464 

5 

62 

Do 

Supply . 

547 

Sailing  storeship . 

4 

45 

Do. 

Sabine . 

1,  726 

50 

393 

St.  Louis . 

700 

20 

133 

Do 

Brooklyn . 

2,  070 

25 

259 

Do 

Wyandotte . 

464 

5 

60 

Do 

Cumberland . 

1, 726 

24 

270 

to  Hampton  Roads. 

Pocahontas . 

694 

5 

68 

Do 

Powhatan . 

2,415 

11 

226 

to  New  York. 

Macedonian . 

1,341 

Sailing  sloop . 

22 

280 

Vera  Cruz. 

EAST  INDIES. 


Hartford . 

1,990 

Screw  sloop . 

16 

264 

Hongkong,  China. 

Dacotah . 

998 

6 

106 

453 

3 

42 

Canton,  China. 

John  Adams . 

700 

20 

146 

20 

131 

Niagara . 

4,  580 

Screw  frigate . 

12 

072 

Do. 

MEDITERRANEAN. 


Richmond . 

1,959 

Screw  sloop . 

16 

259 

Messina,  Italy. 

Susquehanna . 

2, 450 

Sido-wheol  oteamer . 

15 

230- 

Naples,  Italy. 

Iroquois . 

1,016 

Screw  sloop . 

6 

118 

Malta,  Italy. 

BRAZIL. 


Congress . 

1,  867 

Sailing  frigate . 

50 

436 

Montevideo. 

Seminole  . . 

801 

Screw  sloop . 

5 

102 

Buenos  Ayres. 

Pulaski . 

395 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

1 

35 

Montevideo. 
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List  and  stations  of  United  States  vessels  of  war  in  commission  March  4,  1861 — Cont’d. 

AFRICAN  COAST. 


Name. 


Constellation 
Portsmonth  . 

Saratoga . 

San  Jacinto. . 

Mohican . 

Sumpter . 

Mystic . 

Relief . 


Tongue. 

Class. 

Guns. 

Crew. 

Location. 

1,452 

Sailing  sloop . 

22 

227 

Near  mouth  of  Congo  River. 

989 

. do . 

22 

161 

Do. 

982 

. do . 

18 

144 

Do. 

1,446 

Screw  steamer . 

15 

182 

Do. 

994 

. do . 

6 

125 

Do. 

464 

. do . 

5 

60 

Do. 

464 

. do . 

5 

61 

Do. 

468 

Sailing  storeship . 

2 

36 

Latitude  2°  N.,  longitude 
11°  W. 

PACIFIC. 


Lancaster  ... 
Wyoming.... 
Narragansett 

Saranac . 

St.  Mary’s  . . . 

Levant  . 

Cyane  . 


2,  360 

Sorew  sloop . 

22 

327 

Panama. 

997 

. do . 

6 

137 

Mare  Island,  Cal. 

804 

. do . . 

5 

100 

Callao,  Peru. 

1,446 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

9 

187 

Valparaiso,  Chile. 

958 

Sailing  sloop . 

22 

174 

Panama. 

792 

. dc . 

20 

143 

Lost. 

792 

. do . 

20 

154 

Latitude  22°  N.,  longitude 
104°  W. 

PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  I,  SERIES  I. 


The  operations  of  the  cruisers  comprise  the  reports  of  the  command¬ 
ers  of  the  Union  flying  squadrons  and  of  vessels  acting  singly,  which 
were  sent  in  search  of  the  Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers,  as  well 
as  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  latter  vessels.  The  field  of 
operations  of  these  ships  extended  to  nearly  every  sea,  and  was  dis¬ 
tinct  from  that  of  the  blockading  squadrons.  The  time  covered  the 
entire  period  of  the  war,  and  the  vessels  concerned  were  usually  acting 
under  independent  or  special  orders,  the  report  of  each  commander 
forming,  as  a  general  rule,  a  complete  paper  in  itself. 

It  was  therefore  thought  best,  in  the  compilation  of  the  volumes  relat¬ 
ing  to  this  subject,  to  place  the  Union  documents  together,  and  to  have 
the  Confederate  documents  follow  them,  each  division  covering  about 
the  same  period  of  time  in  the  same  volume.  This  arrangement  was 
adopted  in  order  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  the  narrative,  especially 
in  the  Confederate  matter.  The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed 
chronologically  in  each  division,  with  a  distinct  heading  for  every  paper 
and  without  other  subdivision  or  classification.  It  is  believed  that  this 
chronological  arrangement,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  copious  index 
to  each  volume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents. 
In  reports  of  special  or  single  events  in  which  the  papers  bear  specific 
relation  to  those  events,  the  chronological  order  has  been  somewhat 
modified,  and  such  documents  have  been  placed  together  in  the  compi¬ 
lation. 

The  present  volume  gives  the  reports  of  operations  of  the  cruisers  from 
January,  1861,  to  December  31,  1862.  This  subject  will  be  continued 
in  the  second  volume  of  the  series,  which  will  soon  be  ready  for  the 
press. 

Richard  Rush, 

Robert  H.  Woods, 

Compilers. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  D.  C .,  November  1 ,  1894. 
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OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS-UNION. 


FROM  JANUARY  19,  1861,  TO  JANUARY  31,  1863, 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Thomas ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  storeship  Falmouth ,  to  protect  California  steamers. 

Navy  Department,  January  19 ,  1861. 
Sir:  It  is  rumored  that  a  piratical  expedition  is  on  foot  to  proceed 
to  the  isthmus  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  California  steamers  with 
their  treasure;  that  a  schooner  has  already  been  chartered  to  convey 
the  expedition  to  Aspinwall,  where  they  will  be  clandestinely  landed 
and  make  their  attack  after  the  treasure  shall  have  been  put  on  board 
the  steamer.  There  may  not  be  foundation  for  this  rumor.  You  will, 
however,  be  vigilant,  and  if  necessary  be  prompt  to  use  all  the  means 
at  your  command  for  the  protection  of  the  California  steamers  and 
their  treasure,  or  other  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  Toucey, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Thomas, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Storeship  Falmouth , 

Aspinwall ,  New  Grenada. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Thomas ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  storeship 
Falmouth ,  of  readiness  to  act  in  protection  of  California  steamers. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Falmouth, 
Aspinwall ,  N.  G .,  February  4 , 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  ultimo,  informing  me  it  was  rumored  that  a  piratical  expedi¬ 
tion  was  on  foot  to  proceed  to  the  isthmus  for  the  purpose  of  seizing 
the  California  steamers,  with  their  treasure.  I  shall  hold  myself  in 
readiness  to  act  with  the  means  at  my  command,  should  occasion  re¬ 
quire  it.  Should  an  outbreak  occur  here  which  might  involve  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  it  would  be  necessary  to 
land  an  armed  force,  and  in  view  of  such  an  emergency  I  would  very 
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respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  this  ship  supplied  with  a 
guard  of  marines  and  one  field  piece,  which  could  be  easily  landed, 
and,  if  necessary,  brought  into  immediate  and  effective  use. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Thomas, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  I.  Toucey, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  1 1.  S.  naval  forces, 
Mediterranean  Sea ,  relative  to  disturbances  at  Messina ,  Italy. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Messina,  March  2 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  15th  ultimo  (No.  27)  I  stated  that  as  soon 
as  intelligence  was  received  of  the  fall  of  Gfaeta  the  citadel  of  Messina 
was  summoned  to  surrender  by  the  Sardinian  commanding  general, 
General  Chiabura.  This  demand  was  most  peremptorily  refused  by 
General  Fergola,  the  commandant  of  the  citadel. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  a  large  Sardinian  frigate,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Admiral  Persano,  arrived  and  anchored  in  the  outer  roadstead.  The 
following  night  General  Oialdini  arrived  from  Gaeta  and  took  up  his 
quarters  in  the  royal  palace  at  Messina.  The  day  after,  another  sum¬ 
mons  was  sent  to  General  Fergola,  who  answered  as  before,  adding  that 
he  would  defend  the  citadel  left  in  his  care  by  the  King  of  Naples  to 
the  last  extremity.  Upon  this  General  Oialdini  commenced  throwing 
up  fieldworks  some  distance  from  the  citadel,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  the  Sardinian  frigate  Victor  Emanuel  steered  directly  into  the 
harbor  and  landed  1,500  troops  and  munitions  of  war  within  half  musket 
shot  of  the  citadel.  In  the  afternoon  the  several  foreign  consuls  received 
a  notice  from  General  Fergola  that,  as  General  Oialdini  had  broken 
through  the  convention  formerly  established  between  the  parties  by 
taking  the  offensive  and  preparing  batteries,  he  should  commence 
hostilities  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  receipt  of  his  letter.  When 
this  notice  was  received  I  was  on  shore,  and  on  returning  on  board  at 
4  p.  m.  I  found  Admiral  Persano  waiting  to  see  me.  He  and  General 
Oialdini  had  received  notices  from  General  Fergola  that  he  would  com¬ 
mence  hostilities  at  sunset  that  day.  I  found  on  my  table  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  from  General  Fergola,  just  received,  giving  me  the  same 
notice  which  was  given  to  the  consuls.  Several  attempts  were  made  by 
the  foreign  consuls  to  restore  affairs  to  their  former  position,  but  with¬ 
out  effect.  As  the  time  given  was  not  sufficient  to  remove  the  ships  in 
harbor  to  a  place  of  safety,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Fergola 
requesting  that  the  time  might  be  extended,  which  he  refused  to  comply 
with.  As  I  did  not  receive  General  Fergola’s  letter  until  4  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  there  was  but  little  more  time  that  day  than  to  notify  those 
who  had  property  exposed  to  place  it  in  safety.  The  following  day 
(yesterday),  soon  after  the  time  specified,  the  French  man-of-war  left  the 
inner  harbor  and  some  of  the  merchant  vessels  were  removed;  most  of 
them,  however,  remained.  Just  before  6  p.  m.  the  citadel  fired  four 
heavy  guns  toward  the  south  of  the  town,  and  this  morning,  at  about 
11  a.  m.,  a  Sardinian  steamer  was  fired  at  when  passing  the  light-house 
battery. 
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The  city  is  in  the  greatest  consternation  and  all  leaving  who  can,  as 
it  is  believed  that  General  Fergola  has  had  an  order  from  Francis  II  to 
level  the  city  of  Messina  with  his  shot  and  shells  before  he  surrenders, 
which  he  has  the  power  to  do. 

During  the  day  our  boats  have  been  employed  in  assisting  Americans 
and  other  neutrals,  and  at  this  moment  every  vessel  is  out  of  the  harbor 
except  the  English  frigate  Terrible  and  this  ship.  As  we  lie  directly 
between  the  batteries  and  the  city,  the  inhabitants  consider  themselves 
partially  free  from  bombardment;  but  as  soon  as  a  gun  is  fired  from  the 
heights  back  of  the  city,  which  General  Oialdini  may  do  at  any  moment, 
the  cannonade  will  commence. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  we  are  justified  in  remaining  so  long  after  the 
notice  given  is  past,  but,  as  the  batteries  at  the  citadel  will  not  probably 
fire  so  long  as  Cialdini  remains  quiet,  we  are  the  means  of  protecting 
the  city  and  giving  the  inhabitants  more  time  to  secure  themselves  and 
property. 

Sunday  morning ,  March  3. — We  are  still  at  our  anchorage  within  the 
harbor,  where  we  will  remain  until  there  is  a  probability  of  a  cross-fire 
near  us,  when  I  shall  run  into  the  outer  anchorage.  A  large  number 
of  Sardinian  ships  are  now  lying  near  the  faro,  within  3  miles  of  Mes¬ 
sina,  and  three  others  just  reported  coming  in  full  of  troops.  As  the 
mail  is  about  to  close  I  must  conclude  my  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  />.  C. 


Further  report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  naval 
forces ,  Mediterranean  Sea ,  regarding  affairs  at  Messina,  Italy. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Near  Messina ,  March  9 ,  1861. 

Sir:  My  dispatch  No.  32,  informing  you  that  we  were  still  at  anchor 
within  the  harbor  of  Messina,  I  was  obliged  to  close  to  send  by  the 
mail  of  the  3d  instant.  About  noon  of  that  day  I  received  a  communi¬ 
cation,  through  his  aids,  from  the  commandant  of  the  citadel,  General 
Fergola,  to  request  General  Cialdini’s  permission  to  send  two  of  his 
(Fergola’s)  officers  to  Rome  in  the  mail  steamer,  which  was  to  leave 
the  following  day,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  Francis  II  with 
regard  to  that  fortress.  This  application,  made  through  Admiral  Per- 
sano,  the  commander  of  the  Sardinian  fleet,  was  about  to  be  attended^ 
with  success,  when  information  reached  General  Cialdini  that  one  of 
his  transports  had  been  sunk  by  a  shot  from  the  citadel.  Immediately 
a  prompt  refusal  was  given.  That  afternoon  a  British  line-of-battle 
ship,  the  Victor  Emanuel ,  came  into  the  harbor  to  relieve  the  Terrible , 
which  ship  took  her  departure  a  few  hours  after.  On  the  morning  of 
the  4th  two  aids  of  General  Fergola  came  on  board  to  ascertain  the 
result  of  their  application.  When  learning  that  General  Oialdini  had 
refused  to  permit  them  to  send  to  Rome,  one  ot  them  said,  with  much 
vehemence,  It  is  now  only  lelt  for  us  to  die  like  men,  with  arms  in 
our  hands.” 
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I  was  also  informed  by  them  that  it  was  now  difficult  for  the  officers 
to  restrain  the  men,  and  that  a  fire  might  be  made  upon  the  town  at 
any  moment.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  being  convinced  that 
it  was  not  my  duty  to  remain  longer,  I  got  under  way  and  steamed  out 
of  the  harbor  at  2  p.  m.,  immediately  followed  by  the  Victor  Emanuel. 

On  the  following  day,  the  5th,  the  mail  arrived  from  Civita  V  ecchia, 
but  brought  no  letters  from  Rome,  and  it  now  evidently  appears  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  Francis  11  to  destroy  the  city  of  Messina  and  sacn 
lice  the  brave  men  who  have  so  long  and  faithfully  adhered  to  his 
cause.  1  anchored  in  the  roadstead,  about  3,000  yards  from  the  neat¬ 
est  battery,  where  we  are  now  moored.  For  several  days  following  it 
has  been  blowing  a  gale,  with  much  rain,  which  has  prevented  hos¬ 
tile  operations.  The  weather  improved  this  morning,  and  at  half  past 
2  p.  m.  the  citadel  opened  upon  the  batteries  of  General  Cialdini,  near 
the  city,  and  has  continued  to  fire  ever  since,  the  batteries  of  General 
Cialdini  returning  the  fire,  but  not  with  much  activity,  as  he  is  not  yet 
prepared. 

March  10. — During  the  night  the  citadel  continued  to  fire  on  the 
town  at  intervals,  which  has  been  kept  up  until  the  present  moment. 
I  understand  that  General  Cialdini  did  not  return  the  fire.  1  must 
now  close  this  communication,  as  the  mail  will  soon  leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  Z7.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces , 
Mediterranean  Sea ,  of  attach  by  Sardinian  forces  on  fortifications  of 
Messina. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Messina ,  March  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  last  communication,  dated  10th  instant  (No.  35),  I  had 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  batteries  of  General  Fergola,  the 
commandant  of  the  citadel  of  Messina,  had  commenced  firing  upon  the 
Sardinian  forces  of  General  Cialdini  without  any  return  from  the  latter 
general.  This  firing  was  continued  night  and  day  without  much 
apparent  effect.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  Admiral  Persano, 
the  commander  of  the  Sardinian  naval  forces,  got  under  way  with  his 
screw  frigate,  the  Maria  Adelaide,  and  in  company  with  a  liue-of  battle 
ship  and  the  frigate  Victor  Emanuel — both  screw  ships — stood  down 
toward  the  citadel  and  commenced  a  fire  at  half  past  7  o’clock  on  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  fortress.  At  a  quarter  past  meridian  General 
Cialdini  unmasked  his  batteries — four  erected  near  the  convent  of 
Noviciata,  about  1,800  yards  from  the  citadel;  another  within  less 
than  1,000  yards  from  the  Bastione  di  Blasco,  a  strong  outwork  of  the 
citadel;  and  a  mortar  battery  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  latter  to 
the  southwest.  The  batteries  near  the  Noviciata  consisted  of  about 
36  rilled  cannon  of  7-inch  bore,  and  as  they  were  considerably  elevated 
above  the  citadel,  they  sent  a  plunging  fire  of  conical  shells  directly 
into  the  fortress,  which,  together  with  the  mortar  batteries,  soon  drove 
the  Neapolitans  from  the  guns  mounted  en  barbette ;  at  the  same  time 
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most  of  the  guns  of  the  Bastione  di  Blasco  were  rendered  unserviceable 
by  the  battery  established  so  near  it. 

It  blew  a  gale  of  wind  at  the  time,  which  soon  drove  the  line-of-battle 
ship  and  frigate  Victor  Emanuel ,  both  having  but  small  steam  power, 
out  of  gunshot.  The  Maria  Adelaide ,  however,  having  full  power, 
retained  her  position,  and  it  was  a  splendid  sight  to  see  the  gallant 
Persano  steaming  up  and  down  in  the  height  of  the  gale,  with  his 
beautiful  frigate  within  500  yards  of  the  citadel,  delivering  his  fire  by 
divisions.  Every  man  on  the  sea  side  of  the  citadel  was  driven  from 
his  gun,  and,  as  I  have  since  been  informed,  after  stopping  the 
embrasures  with  sand  bags,  took  refuge  in  the  casemates.  At  4 
o’clock  some  storehouses  in  the  citadel  were  set  on  fire  by  the  shells, 
and  burned  vigorously.  At  half  past  5  the  citadel  hoisted  four  white 
flags,  when  the  firing  ceased,  and  Admiral  Persano  .steamed  directly 
into  the  harbor.  I  immediately  sent  in  a  boat  with  an  offer  to  send 
any  surgeons  on  board;  when  in  a  short  time,  on  the  return  of  the  boat, 
I  was  informed  that  the  citadel  had  refused  to  surrender,  and  that  the 
battle  was  to  be  immediately  renewed.  Admiral  Persano  came  out 
with  his  ships  and  was  about  commencing  a  night  attack,  when  Gen¬ 
eral  Fergola  sent  word  that  he  would  surrender  at  discretion,  which  he 
did  at  10  o’clock  that  night.  Thus,  in  less  than  five  hours  and  a  half 
from  the  time  the  batteries  of  Gialdini  were  opened,  one  of  the  strongest 
artificial  fortifications  ever  constructed  surrendered  at  discretion  of 
the  conquerors. 

There  were  upwards  of  4,000  effective  men  in  the  works.  Had  they 
been  possessed  of  any  courage  they  could  have  held  out  for  many 
days,  but  after  they  retired  from  their  barbette  batteries  not  a  gun 
was  fired  from  the  casemates.  In  consequence  of  the  elevation  of  the 
batteries  of  General  Gialdini,  and  his  superior  guns,  they  must  have 
succumbed  at  last,  for  nothing  could  have  withstood  the  plunging  fire 
of  his  rifled  cannon,  capable  of  throwing  a  heavy  shell  of  50  pounds 
upwards  of  6,000  yards,  when  placed  within  less  than  one  third  that 
distance.  I  have  since  learned  that  none  were  killed  in  the  citadel, 
and  only  7  wounded.  Several  men  were  wounded  on  board  the  Maria 
Adelaide  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell  from  the  citadel. 

On  the  following  day  it  continued  to  blow  a  gale  of  wind,  which  pre¬ 
vented  my  moving,  but  I  returned  into  the  harbor  the  day  after.  All 
the  merchant  ships  are  again  moored  to  the  marina,  in  front  of  the 
city,  and  everything  has  the  appearance  of  peace  and  quietness.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  the  city  received  scarcely  any  damage.  When 
General  Fergola  was  firing  at  the  works  in  the  process  of  construction 
by  General  Gialdini  I  was  in  town  for  a  short  time,  and  found  those 
who  remained  pursuing  their  usual  avocations  as  if  nothing  remarka¬ 
ble  was  going  forward.  Everyone  seemed  to  be  familiar  with  the 
constant  explosion  of  the  guns,  and  as  no  damage  had  been  sustained, 
none  seemed  to  be  feared. 

As  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  this  ship  is  still  on  shore  under  repair, 
I  shall  take  a  month’s  provisions  from  the  Susquehanna  and  send  her 
to  Spezia.  The  Iroquois  is  now  at  Givita  Yecchia.  I  enclose  a  plan 
of  the  harbor  and  fortifications  of  Messina,  which  will  make  this  com¬ 
munication  more  intelligible  to  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Ghas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Secret ary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Letter  from  C.  Vanderbilt ,  esq .,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting 
that  California  steamers  be  provided  with  Government  arms. 

Office  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Steamship  Co., 

177  West  street,  Neic  York ,  April  16, 1861. 

Sir:  For  the  better  protection  ot  our  California  steamers,  which  are 
known  to  transport  large  amounts  of  specie  on  every  voyage  from 
Aspinwall  to  New  York,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  place  on  each 
one  good  and  serviceable  pivot  or  swivel  gun.  There  are  undoubtedly 
some  guns  of  this  description  at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard  which  can 
be  spared  from  the  Government  service,  and  I  write  this  to  inquire 
whether  you  will  permit  this  company  to  use  those  guns  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  named. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Aspinwall  that  during  the  Mexican  war 
the  steamers  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  owned  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam¬ 
ship  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  managing  owners,  were  fur¬ 
nished  with  guns  by  the  Government. 

It  is  likewise  deemed  advisable  to  place  on  board  each  of  our  three 
steamers  regularly  employed  in  this  trade  100  muskets  or  rifles  of  the 
most  approved  description,  and  it  is  believed  that  these  arms,  in  the 
hands  of  passengers  such  as  ordinarily  travel  over  this  route,  will  be 
a  sufficient  protection  against  any  pirate  or  privateer. 

The  shippers  of  specie  by  our  iine  are  alarmed  at  the  present  state 
of  affairs,  and  are  apprehensive  that  our  steamers  may  be  seized  or 
robbed  on  their  voyage  from  Aspinwall  to  New  York,  unless  some  spe¬ 
cial  provision  be  made  for  their  safety. 

An  early  reply  will  greatly  oblige  your  very  obedieut  servant, 

C.  Vanderbilt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Petition  of  New  York  merchants  and  bankers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas¬ 
ury  that  means  of  defense  be  furnished  the  California  steamers. 

New  York,  April  17,  1861. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  merchants  and  bankers  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  in  view  of  the  exposure  from  depredations  by  Southern  priva¬ 
teers  of  the  California  mail  steamers,  carrying  $40,000,000  of  gold  annu¬ 
ally  from  San  Francisco  to  this  port,  would  respectfully  ask  your 
Department  to  furnish  each  of  said  ships  with  two  or  more  guns  and 
sufficient  artillerymen;  also  such  other  means  of  defense  as  you  in  your 
judgment  may  elect. 

The  capture  of  even  one  of  these  steamers  by  the  enemies  of  the 
Government,  either  on  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific,  would  stop  shipments 
of  gold  from  San  Francisco,  or  at  any  rate  divert  the  flow  of  treasure 
from  New  York  to  foreign  countries ;  would  result  in  serious  injury  to  our 
merchants  and  banks,  and  necessarily  incommode  our  Government  in 
any  future  loans  it  may  deem  necessary  to  apply  for,  while  our  plan 
would  be  attended  with  but  trifling  expense. 

Wm.  Seligman  &  Co. 
Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co. 

J.  D.  Jones. 

Wm.  T.  Coleman  &  Co. 

Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  [And  21  others.] 

Secretary  Treasury. 
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Letter  from  president  of  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  petition  for  immediate  measures  of  pro¬ 
tection  to  vessels  in  Southern  ivaters. 

Office  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

New  York,  April  18,  1861. 

Sir:  We  take  the  liberty  to  send  yon  the  enclosed  petition,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  which  is  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  President  the  press¬ 
ing  danger  with  which  American  commerce  is  threatened  in  Southern 
waters. 

It  is  apprehended  that  privateers  will  be  fitted  out  immediately, 
while  the  merchantmen  are  wholly  unprepared,  and  that  their  first 
successes  will  stimulate  other  like  depredations.  If  they  are  prevented 
and  suppressed  in  the  outset  by  instant  and  efficient  measures  the  evil 
[will]  be  comparatively  slight. 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  there  are  fast-sailing  steamers  at  this 
port  which  can  be  chartered  or  purchased  and  readily  made  available 
for  this  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I).  Jones, 

President. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

New  York,  April  18,  1861. 
The  President  of  the  United  States: 

We  entreat  you  to  take  immediate  measures  to  protect  American 
commerce  in  the  Southern  waters,  and  we  respectfully  suggest  the 
purchase  or  charter  of  steamers,  of  which  a  number  can  be  fitted  from 
here  without  delay. 

J.  D.  Jones, 

President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

M.  H.  Grinnell, 

President  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

Alfred  Ogden, 

President  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

Dan’l  Drake  Smith, 
President  Commercial  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

T.  B.  Satterthwaite, 
President  New  York  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

Jno.  S.  Tapp  an, 

Vice-President,  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

John  A.  Parker, 

Vice-President  Great  Western  Insurayice  Co. 

Ohas.  Newcomb, 

Vice-President  Mercantile  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 

|  And  11  others.  | 

[Endorsement] 

•  The  Department  will  spare  no  means  at  its  command  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  Orders  have  already  been  issued  for  open 
ing  additional  recruiting  rendezvous  for  seamen  and  to  place  every 
vessel  in  the  Navy  in  condition  for  service,  etc. 


10  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


Letter  from  W.  F.  Weed  &  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  offering 
suggestions  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 


Boston,  April  18, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  undersigned,  who  are  largely  engaged  in  commerce 
in  this  city,  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  advisable  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  immediately  to  charter  or  purchase  twenty  of  the  best  clipper  ships 
that  can  be  obtained,  and  arm  and  place  them  in  commission  at  once  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  against  privateers. 

These  ships  are  capable  of  carrying  a  moderate  battery  without  any 
material  alterations,  and  are  strong  enough  to  cope  with  any  vessels 
that  can  possibly  be  sent  out  by  the  Confederate  States. 

They  are  also  very  fast,  and  in  the  light  trim  that  they  would  be  in 
when  properly  ballasted,  provisioned,  and  armed  for  the  service  would 
be  much  faster  than  war  steamers  with  favorable  winds,  and  in  any 
kind  of  weather  would  be  superior  to  any  sail  vessels  that  could  pos¬ 
sibly  be  sent  against  them. 

These  ships,  in  the  absence  of  competent  naval  officers,  can  be 
properly  officered  by  commanders  and  officers  of  the  merchant  service, 
manned  with  first-rate  crews  of  from  50  to  100  men,  armed  with  from 
four  to  six  long  guns  and  a  few  of  smaller  size,  with  an  ample  supply 
of  small  arms,  and  would  afford  great  protection  to  our  merchant  ships; 
they  could  also  be  made  valuable  as  transports  to  carry  both  men  and 
stores. 

A  few  such  ships,  it  seems  to  us,  should  be  at  once  placed  off  the 
passage  leading  to  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  San  Domingo,  with  which 
islands  our  commerce  is  exceedingly  valuable  and  is  now  almost  entirely 
unprotected  from  privateers;  and  commerce,  it  seems  to  us,  would  be 
the  first  for  privateers  to  molest,  and  Government  can  not  be  too  prompt 
in  taking  steps  for  its  protection. 

Such  ships  as  we  have  suggested,  officered  and  manned  with  New 
England  men  and  New  Yorkers,  would  be  as  valuable  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  our  commerce  in  the  most  exposed  places  as  sailing  frigates, 
and  we  hope  that  they  may  be  so  considered  by  the  Government.  Six 
or  ten  of  them  could  be  advantageously ‘employed  on  the  waters  to 
Europe  between  New  York  and  Cape  Sable. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


W.  F.  Weed  &  Co. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Petition  of  New  York  merchants  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  convoy 

for  California  steamers. 

April  20, 1861. 

We,  the  undersigued,  bankers  and  merchants  of  New  York,  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  are  advised,  and  fully  believe, 
that  there  are  citizens  of  Spain  and  other  foreign  countries  who  are 
now,  or  soon  will  be,  m  possession  of  letters  of  marque,  granted  by  the 
Confederate  States,  who  are  likely  to  seize  upon  the  California  steam¬ 
ers,  on  the  1  acific  and  Atlantic,  having  on  board  large  amounts  of 
treasure;  and  in  view  of  this  we  pray  that  you  will  detail  a  Govern¬ 
ment  steamer  on  the  Pacific  to  act  as  a  convoy,  or  to  bring  the  treasure 
and  mails  once  a  mouth  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama,  and  one  to 
bring  them  from  Aspinwall  to  this  port,  connecting  with  the  steamer 
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leaving'  San  Francisco,  say  the  1st  of  every  mouth,  the  steamers  now 
engaged  in  the  trade  bringing  the  passengers  only. 

For  service  in  the  Pacific  two  steamers  would  probably  be  required, 
but  whilst  thus  engaged  they  would  be  acting  as  a  guard  to  American 
interests  on  the  entire  Mexican  Pacific  coast. 

The  importance  of  the  safe  transmission  of  the  treasure  and  mails  to 
the  Government  and  her  citizens  will,  we  trust,  justify  an  early  and 
favorable  response;  and  we  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

Wm.  T.  Coleman  &  Co. 

Duncan,  Sherman  &  Co. 

August  Belmont  &  Co. 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co. 

[And  32  others. ] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Capture  of  the  slaver  Nightingale ,  April  21,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saratoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  April  21, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  ship  Nightingale, 
of  Boston,  under  American  colors,  and  with  a  cargo  of  961  slaves.  The 
ship  will  sail  as  soon  as  practicable,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
J.  J.  Guthrie,  for  New  York,  via  Monrovia,  Liberia.  Herewith  are 
enclosed  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Guthrie  and  his  report  of 
inventory.  For  the  details  of  the  capture,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
enclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court. 

I  have  given  all  the  needed  directions  to  Lieutenant  Guthrie  about 
properly  and  amply  providing  for  these  unfortunate  captives  and 
enabling  them  to  have  as  much  pure  air  as  possible,  and  finally  to  adopt 
every  measure  for  their  health  and  comfort.  1  also  enclose  a  muster  roll 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship)  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  ship)  is 
now  very  much  disabled.  When  1  sailed  from  the  United  States  she 
was  18  men  short  of  her  complement.  One  man  has  since  then  been 
sent  to  the  United  States  sick.  The  prize  being  a  large  ship,  I  deem  it 
necessary  for  safety  to  send  2  lieutenants,  6  marines,  and  25  men  in  her. 
Lieutenant  Tyler,  the  marine  officer  of  this  ship,  having  been  quite  ill 
for  some  time  past,  and  as  he  may  be  of  some  assistance,  1  deem  it 
advisable  to  send  him  also.  You  will  see  that  this  ship  is  therefore  3 
officers,  44  men,  and  6  marines  short  of  her  complement. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  Taylor, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Letter  of  Commander  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  to  the  judge  of 

U.  S.  district  court  at  New  York  City. 

U.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  Kabenda,  April  21, 1861. 

Sir:  For  some  time  past  the  American  ship  Nightingale ,  of  Boston, 
Francis  Bowen  master,  has  been  watched  on  this  coast,  under  the  sus- 


12 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


picion  of  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  Several  times  we  have 
fallen  in  with  her  at  sea,  and  although  fully  assured  that  she  was  about 
to  engage  in  this  illicit  trade,  she  has  had  the  benefit  of  a  doubt. 

A  few  days  ago,  observing  her  at  anchor  in  this  port,  I  came  in  and 
boarded  her,  and  from  several  circumstances  was  induced  to  believe 
that  she  was  then  preparing  to  receive  slaves  onboard.  Under  this 
impression,  this  ship  was  got  under  way  yesterday  and  went  some  dis¬ 
tance  off,  but  with  the  intention  of  returning  under  the  cover  of  night, 
which  was  done,  and  at  10  p.m.  we  anchored  and  sent  two  boats,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Guthrie,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  her 
by  surprise,  which  was  done,  when  it  was  found  that  she  already  had 
in  9G1  slaves  and  was  expecting  more.  Lieutenant  Guthrie  accordingly 
took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize,  and  1  have  directed  him  to  take  her 
to  New  York  and  to  hold  himself  prepared  to  give  all  the  information 
which  the  case  may  require,  and  also  to  deliver  to  you  all  the  papers 
found  on  board. 

She  is  a  clipper  ship  of  about  1,066  tons,  and  has  u Nightingale,  of 
Boston,”  on  her  stern,  in  gilt  letters.  Whenever  she  hoisted  her  colors 
they  were  American,  and  she  had  them  flying  late  yesterday  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

Alfred  Taylor, 
Commander ,  D.  8.  Navy. 

The  District  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court, 

City  of  New  York. 


Order  of  Commander  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  to  Lieutenant 
Guthrie,  commanding  prize  ship  Nightingale. 

U.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  Kabenda ,  April  21,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  American  ship  Nightingale,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  captured  at  this  port,  this  morning,  by  this  ship,  to  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  where  you  will  immediately  give  information  of  your  arrival 
to  the  Rev.  John  Seyes,  or  his  successor,  the  agent  appointed  by  the 
U.  S.  Government  to  receive  and  provide  for  Africans  recaptured  by 
the  cruisers  of  the  United  States.  As  soon  as  the  agent  is  ready  to 
receive  the  African  captives  on  shore  they  will  be  lauded  with  care, 
and  be  taken  charge  of  by  the  agent,  who  will  give  for  them  triplicate 
receipts,  specifying  them  as  men  and  women  and  male  and  female 
children.  You  will  then  enclose  one  of  the  receipts  addressed  to  the 
flag-officer  commanding  this  squadron  and  leave  it  in  care  of  the  U.  S. 
agent.  You  will  also  call  on  the  chief  of  the  Government  of  Liberia, 
and  inform  him  of  the  purpose  of  your  visit,  which  being  completed, 
you  will  take  in  wood  and  water  sufficient  to  carry  you  to  New  York, 
where  you  will  report  in  person  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station 
and  in  writing  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inclosing  one 
of  the  receipts  of  the  U.  S.  agent  for  the  African  captives. 

You  will  be  prepared  to  deliver  up  the  vessel  to  the  U.  S.  marshal, 
and  all  the  papers  and  one  of  the  agent’s  receipts  for  the  captives  to  ‘ 
the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  and  be  ready  to  act  in  the  case  of 
the  ship  under  your  charge  as  your  orders  and  circumstances  may 
require. 

Lieutenant  Hays,  of  the  Navy,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler,  of  the  Marines, 
are  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty.  Six  petty  officers,  3  seamen,  8 
ordinary  seamen,  6  landsmen,  2  boys,  1  corporal  of  marines,  5  privates 
of  marines  will  accompany  you  as  the  prize  crew. 
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On  your  arrival  at  New  York  yon  will  strictly  prohibit  anyone  from 
leaving  the  ship  or  having  any  communication  with  the  shore  until  the 
vessel  is  delivered  to  the  U.  S.  authorities.  The  provisions  remaining 
on  board  and  all  public  property  in  your  charge,  will  be  turned  over  to 
the  commandant  of  the  U.  S.  naval  station,  as  well  as  the  prize  crew, 
with  the  accounts  accompanying  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  Taylor, 

Commander. 

.  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Guthrie,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Prize  Ship  Nightingale. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Guthrie,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  prize  ship  Nightingale  ( slaver), 
giving  account  of  cruise  from  Liberia  to  New  York. 

U.  S.  Prize  Ship  Nightingale, 

New  York,  June  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  to-day  in  command 
of  the  American  ship  Nightingale,  thirty-two  days  from  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  which  port  we  left  on  the  13th  of  May  last,  at  4  p.  m.,  after 
landing  801  recaptured  African  captives,  the  official  receipt  for  whom 
is  herewith  enclosed.  The  Nightingale  was  seized  in  the  act  of  receiv¬ 
ing  their  negroes  on  board  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  April,  about 
midnight,  and  I  regret  that  an  American  named  Francis  Bowen  and 
a  Spaniard  named  Valentino  Cortina  effected  their  escape  during  my 
watch  on  deck  on  the  night  of  the  22d  of  April  last.  They  probably 
did  so  by  slipping  down  a  rope  over  the  stern  of  the  ship,  at  a  time 
when  I  had  gone  forward  among  the  negroes  to  attend  to  a  sick  one, 
so  that  whatever  blame  or  censure  may  be  attached  to  this  circum¬ 
stance  devolves  entirely  on  me;  and  I  need  not  add  that  I  feel  deeply 
grieved  on  account  of  it,  and  it  has  added  greatly  to  the  solicitudes  of 
this  anxious  voyage.  Tne  first  person  named  was  known  to  be  the 
commander  of  the  Nightingale  prior  to  the  capture,  and  the  latter  was 
represented  as  such  at  the  time.  We  sailed  from  Kabenda  for  Mon¬ 
rovia  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of  April.  For  the  first  few  days  we 
had  to  contend  with  continual  light  rains  and  calms,  and  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  voyage  had  to  contend  with  a  succession  of  head 
winds,  frequent  squalls,  and  heavy  drenching  rains,  which  probably 
increased  the  mortality  among  the  blacks.  The  African  ship  fever  also 
made  its  appearance  on  board,  and  several  of  the  prize  crew,  as  well 
as  Lieutenant  Hays  and  myself,  suffered  from  it. 

On  the  3d  of  May  John  Edwards  (landsman)  departed  this  life.  His 
remains  were  committed  to  the  deep,  decomposition  following  death  so 
closely  in  this  case  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  throw  overboard  his 
bedding,  etc.,  to  remove  their  contagious  influence.  On  the  7th  of  May, 
about  10  p.  m.,  we  anchored  near  Monrovia,  Liberia,  and  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  landed  the  recaptured  Africans.  The  President  of  Liberia 
very  kindly  tendered  to  me  any  aid  in  his  power,  either  official  or  per¬ 
sonal,  and  by  means  of  his  prompt  and  efficient  cooperation  the  land¬ 
ing  was  effected  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  After  filling  up  with  water 
and  purifying  the  ship  we  sailed  from  Monrovia  for  New  York,  about 
4  p.  m.,  Monday,  May  13.  Our  crew  had  become  so  debilitated  and 
sickly  from  the  effects  of  the  climate  and  from  continued  labors  and 
exposures  that  it  became  very  difficult  to  carry  sail  and  manage  a  ship 
of  this  size  (1,066  tons).  At  one  time  there  were  only  7  on  duty,  3  in 
one  watch  and  4  in  the  other.  On  the  17th  of  May  Michael  Eedmond 
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(marine)  departed  this  life.  His  remains  were  committed  to  the  deep. 
On  the  20th  of  May,  Henry  Nagle  (ordinary  seaman)  departed  this  life. 
His  remains  were  duly  committed  to  the  deep.  Both  cases  were  malig¬ 
nant.  Shortly  after  this  the  fever  began  to  subside,  and  these  are  all 
the  casualties  which  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  remand. 

The  remainder  of  the  cruise  was  without  any  important  incidents. 
At  12:30  last  night  made  Barnegat  light,  bearing  W.  by  N.,  distant 
about  17  miles.  At  2 :30  received  on  board  a  New  York  pilot.  At  10 :30 
came  to  off  the  quarantine  ground  and  was  boarded  by  the  health  officer 
and  quarantined,  where  we  remained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Julius  Guthrie, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I>.  C. 


Letter  from  president  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  to  Secretary  of 

the  Navy,  naming  points  inhere  protection  to  California  steamers  is 

needed. 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 

New  York,  April  24,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  By  late  advices  from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  (via  Havana 
and  Jamaica)  I  have  heard  that  parties  in  the  Pacific  have  lately  pur¬ 
chased  a  steamer  and  furnished  her  with  arms.  This  would  appear  to 
be  a  preparation  for  privateering  and  may  have  been  done  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Davis’  Avar  and  mode  of  prosecuting  it. 

This  company  has  so  deep  an  interest  in  the  commerce  between  this 
city  and  San  Francisco,  in  its  carriage  of  the  United  States  mails,  pas¬ 
sengers,  treasure,  and  merchandise  freight,  that  1  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  the  Department  the  several  joints  where  our  steamers 
would  be  most  exposed  to  molestation  and  capture:  In  entering  and 
leaving  the  ports  of  San  Francisco,  Acapulco,  Panama,  and  Aspinwall, 
and  in  passing  through  the  West  India  Islands.  The  steamers  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  touch  at  Acapulco  for  coals,  which  a  privateer  lookiugout  for 
them  would  understand  and  act  accordingly. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest,  therefore,  that  the  Department  should 
give  us  protection  by  vessels  of  war  at  the  various  points  named,  and 
particularly  at  Acapulco,  where  our  steamers  could  be  easily  inter¬ 
cepted  in  consequence  of  the  narrow'  entrance  of  the  port,  etc.  I  would 
suggest  further  that  steam  vessels  will  alone  answer  the  purpose.  My 
knowledge  of  the  danger  and  of  the  different  localities  referred  to,  with 
my  marine  education,  which  Avas  acquired  in  both  the  naval  and  mer¬ 
chant  service,  enables  me  to  express  a  practical  opinion  on  the  subject 
and  induces  me  to  proffer  my  request,  which  I  do  with  all  deference, 
but  earnestly,  and  in  the  hope  that  it  may  meet  your  favorable  consid¬ 
eration. 

I  haATe  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Allan  McLane, 

President. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

Measures  to  be  taken  to  guard  the  treasure  ships  on  this  side. 
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Order  oj  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandants  of  navy  yards , 
relative  to  Confederate  yrivateers. 


[Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  April  27 , 1861. 

Sir  :  It  will  be  the  duty  of  all  Government  vessels  to  seize  or  capture 
any  privateer  or  vessel  that  it  may  meet  on  the  high  seas  or  in  our 
waters  depredating  on  our  commerce  or  making  hostile  demonstra¬ 
tions  toward  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  citizens.  Vessels  having 
on  board  arms,  munitions,  articles  contraband,  or  which  are  of  a  sus¬ 
picious  character,  or  that  claim  to  belong  to  or  to  have  any  authority 
from  any  government,  or  pretended  government,  not  recognized  by  the 
United  States,  should  be  at  once  captured.  All  commanders  of  sea 
going  ships  will  be  vigilant  and  energetic  in  carrying  these  orders  into 
execution,  and  you.  will  communicate  a  copy  hereof  to  every  vessel  that 
leaves  the  Portsmouth  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Geo.  F.  Pearson, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Portsmouth ,  N.  H. 

(Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  Captain  William  L.  Hudson,  com¬ 
mandant  navy  yard,  Boston;  Captain  Samuel  L.  Breese,  commandant 
navy  yard.  New  York;  Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  commandant  navy  yard, 
Philadelphia;  Captain  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  commandant  navy  yard,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.) 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-  Officer  Montgomery ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  Pacific  Squadron ,  to  protect  American  commerce. 


[Confidential.] 


Navy  Department,  April  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  difficulties  that  have  developed  themselves  in  certain  States 
which  have  assumed  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment,  may  extend  to  the  Pacific  and  call  for  vigilant  and  energetic 
action  on  your  part  and  that  of  your  command.  Apprehensions  hav¬ 
ing  been  expressed  that  attempts  maybe  made  by  privateers  or  lawless 
persons  to  seize  one  of  the  California  steamers,  your  particular  atten¬ 
tion  will  be  directed  to  that  subject.  The  ports  of  San  Francisco,  Aca¬ 
pulco,  and  Panama  are  points  of  special  danger,  and  you  will,  in  this 
crisis,  concentrate  your  force  on  the  route  from  Panama  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  unless  there  should  be  a  demand  for  you  in  other  quarters  of 
which  the  Department  is  not  advised.  You  must  exercise  your  judg¬ 
ment  in  discharging  the  responsible  duties  that  devolve  upon  you. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  W[elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  J 


Flag-Officer  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 


P.  S. — Your  dispatches  to  No.  87,  inclusive,  have  been  received.  In 
the  absence  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery,  Captain  Ritchie,  or  the  senior 
officer  in  command  at  Panama,  will  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the 
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squadron,  apprising  them  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  instructing 
them  to  guard  and  protect  our  commerce,  capture  privateers,  and  give 
vigilant  attention  to  our  interests.  It  is  desirable  that  the  information 
contained  in  this  letter  be  forwarded  to  Flag-Officer  Montgomery  by 
the  earliest  conveyance. 

[G.  W.] 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  to  be  prepared  to  capture  privateers  in  waters  of  the  Delaware. 


[Confidential.] 

Navy  Department,  April  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  23d  and  24th 
instant,  and  approve  your  course  and  the  prompt  arrangements  you 
made  in  the  emergency,  not  only  responding  to,  but  even  anticipating, 
the  views  of  the  Department. 

Should  there  be  any  privateer  or  hostile  vessel  in  the  waters  of  the 
Delaware  means  should  be  instantly  instituted  for  her  capture,  and  if 
there  should  be  no  public  armed  vessel  available  a  steamer  should  be 
chartered  and  manned  without  delay,  to  seize  her  as  soon  as  reliable 
information  is  received  of  such  an  enemy. 

I  have  directed  Commodore  Paulding  to  detail  three  or  four  midship¬ 
men  as  requested  by  you.  There  are  now  ten  at  this  station. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Captain  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  president  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  to  William  H. 

Aspinwall,  esq.,  containing  suggestions  for  protection  of  California 

steamers. 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 

New  York,  April  27,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  For  the  protection  of  the  California  Atlantic  steam¬ 
ers  I  would  suggest  that  the  Government  station  a  steamer  on  the 
usual  route  through  the  West  India  Islands.  She,  by  previous  under¬ 
standing,  should  be  met  by  the  steamer  from  New  York  off  Mariguana 
Island  and  convoy  the  latter  clear  of  Point  Folly,  off  the  east  end  of 
Jamaica,  where  she  should  also  by  previous  understanding  meet  the 
steamer  from  Aspinwall  and  convoy  her  clear  of  Mariguana.  Day  and 
night  signals  should  be  agreed  upon,  that  there  might  be  no  mistake 
in  identity. 

The  Government  steamer  could  coal,  etc.,  at  Jamaica.  Between 
steamers  she  might  run  round  Cuba,  and  see  that  no  prizes  were  off’ 
Havana.  I  would  recommend  for  this  service  a  fast  boat,  with  long 
pivot  guns  forward  and  aft  ;  also  four  broadside  32-pounders  of  medium 
length,  to  carry  both  shell  and  round  shot,  grape  and  canister.  A 
naval  man  can  be  found  to  command.  Captain  Harris  would  make  a 
first-rate  master  (sailing),  or,  if  need  be,  captain. 
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I  deem  this  service  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  safety  of  our 
California  steamers  ;  it  would  remove  the  only  great  risk  in  the  trade. 
Very  respectfully, 

Allan  McLane, 

President. 

W.  H.  Aspinwall,  Esq. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard ,  New  York ,  of  two  vessels  fitting  out 

at  Savannah ,  Oa. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  29, 1861. 

Sir:  Mr.  C.  W.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  late  master  of  the 
bark  Silphide,  more  recently  first  officer  of  the  steamship  Florida , 
arrived  here  on  Saturday  from  Savannah,  and  reports  two  vessels  fit¬ 
ting  out  at  that  port,  a  brig  and  a  schooner,  for  privateering,  one  of 
them  belonging  to  C.  W.  Lamar.  He  understood  they  would  be  ready 
in  eight  or  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  April  30, 1861. 

(Received  Washington,  1:30  p.  m.) 

Secretary  of  Navy  :  By  the  mail  to-morrow  will  you  please  order 
Commodore  Montgomery  to  send  a  war  steamer  to  Acapulco  for  the 
protection  of  our  steamers  containing  passengers,  mails,  treasures,  etc. 
Should  one  of  them  be  captured  the  enemy  would  have  to  take  her  to 
some  Mexican  port.  Our  steamers  are  compelled  to  stop  at  Acapulco 
for  coal. 

Allan  McLane, 

President. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York, 

to  capture  all  insurgent  vessels. 

[Confidential.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  May  2, 1861. 

Sir:  The  information  communicated  in  yours  of  the  29th  April,  that 
two  privateers  are  fitting  out  at  Savannah,  is  corroborated  by  informa¬ 
tion  drawn  from  other  sources.  I  send  herewith  extracts  from  a  letter 
in  this  Department,  and  from  these,  as  well  as  from  the  facts  of  your 
letter,  it  is  evident  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  dispatching  two  of  the 
steamers  oft'  Savannah  River.  As  the  Department  is  unadvised  in 
regard  to  the  steamers  you  have  engaged,  it  is  compelled  to  instruct 
you  to  order  two  on  this  service. 

123a - 2 
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The  commanders  have  already  been  detailed,  and  if  you  have  not  lieu 
tenants  you  must  employ  master’s  mates.  Should  the  Constitution  be 
in  New  York  with  the  midshipmen,  you  are  authorized  to  detail  one  for 
each  of  the  steamers. 

The  commanders  will  make  it  a  point  to  capture  all  privateers,  all 
armed  vessels,  and,  indeed,  any  vessel  sailing  under  authority,  or  pre¬ 
tended  authority,  from  the  States  in  insurrection;  to  seize  all  vessels 
having  on  board  arms,  armed  men,  munitions,  or  articles  contraband  of 
war.  So  far  as  in  their  power,  they  will  establish  a  blockade  in  conform¬ 
ity  with  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted.  Neutral  vessels  in  port  they  will  permit  to  depart  within 
fifteen  days. 

After  Flag-Officer  Stringham  shall  have  arrived  out  he  will  give 
orders  in  detail;  until  then  a  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  their  instruc¬ 
tions. 

Report  the  names  of  the  vessels,  commanders,  and  other  particulars. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


[Enclosure.] 

EXTRACTS  REFERRED  TO  IN  DISPATCH  TO  COMMODORE  BREESE 

MAY  2,  1861. 

Steamer  Everglade  and  a  steam  tug  purchased  in  New  York  are  being 
fitted  up  by  the  State  of  Georgia  at  Savannah.  They  burn  wood  now, 
and  are  called  coast-guard  boats.  A  prohibition  of  coal  into  their  ports 
would  keep  these  steamers  near  their  wood  piles. 

A  small  80-ton  schooner,  single  topsail,  is  also  being  fitted  at  Savan¬ 
nah,  said  to  be  for  a  privateer.  She  is  rather  old,  Baltimore  model,  tall 
raking  masts,  fine  lines,  headboards,  and  ornamental  figurehead,  scroll, 
or  something  similar;  been  lying  in  Savannah  River  some  time;  painted 
black  ten  days  since ;  apparently  ready  for  sea  except  bending  sails ; 
could  not  carry  much  of  an  armament  or  many  men,  but  could  be  towed 
to  sea  by  one  of  the  steamers  referred  to  through  some  of  the  inlets 
making  from  the  Savannah  River,  and  go  to  sea  20  miles  above  or  below 
Savannah.  Timber  and  planking  could  be  obtained  just  below  Savan¬ 
nah  (accessible  to  ships),  scows  made,  filled  with  stones,  towed  in,  and 
sunk  across  the  channels.  This,  with  a  blockade,  would  compel  a  man 
to  go  ahorseback  part  of  the  way  to  get  from  Georgia  to  Florida,  and 
cut  off  Savannah  from  all  trade  or  intercourse  by  water  north  or  south 
except  in  small  boats. 

The  restriction  on  the  export  of  corn  from  Baltimore  stops  the  entire 
present  supply  of  corn  to  Savannah,  as  the  Baltimoie  line  of  propellers 
ha\  e  been  carrying  large  quantities  of  corn  lately  for  Georgia  consump¬ 
tion.  Corn  has  been  going  to  sea  from  North  Carolina  to  Georgia. 

To  blockade  Norfolk  effectually  the  canal  from  that  port  connecting 
with  ports  and  places  in  North  Carolina  should  be  stopped  working. 
A  small,  fast-sailing  schooner,  30  tons,  was  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  ten 
days  since,  said  to  be  intended  as  a  privateer.  The  Wanderer  is  in 
Havana  on  sale.  Coal  for  New  Orleans  boats  go  down  the  Mississippi 
from  Pittsburg.  1 
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Letter  from  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  regarding  defenseless  condition  of  that  State. 

State  op  New  Jersey,  Executive  Department, 

Trenton ,  May  2 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  citizens  of  New  Jersey  residing  in  the  southwest¬ 
ern  part  of  the  State  and  on  the  Delaware  Bay  feel  some  anxiety  on 
account  of  their  defenseless  condition  and  exposure  to  annoyance  from 
privateers.  I  have  consulted  Commodore  Stockton  on  the  subject,  and 
have  prevailed  upon  him  and  Mr.  Edwin  A.  Stevens  to  visit  Washing¬ 
ton  on  behalf  of  the  State,  to  confer  with  you  as  to  the  most  appropriate 
means  of  allaying  the  apprehensions  of  our  people. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chs.  S.  Olden, 

[Governor.] 

Hon.  A.  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Goldsborougli ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Union ,  to  cruise  for  protection  of  commerce. 


Navy  Department,  May  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Union  and  cruise  off  the  capes  of  [the] 
Delaware  for  the  protection  of  commerce  in  that  quarter.  You  will  cap¬ 
ture  any  privateers  or  illegal  vessels,  detain  and  examine  those  that 
are  suspicious  or  which  have  armed  men,  munitions,  or  articles  con¬ 
traband  of  war  destined  to  the  insurrectionary  States,  and  as  often  as 
convenient  make  report  to  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Commander  J.  B.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Union. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New  Yorlc, 

to  suppress  privateering. 

Navy  Department,  May  13,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  equipment  of  the  Mount  Vernon  is  completed 
and  she  is  officered  and  ready  for  sea  she  will  proceed  with  all  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  gulf  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  suppressing  privateering 
and  carrying  into  effect  the  blockade  of  the  ports  in  that  quaiter.  Her 
commanding  officer  will  report  to  the  senior  officer  on  his  arrival  for 
instructions,  and  in  the  meantime  will  capture  any  privateers  or  ves¬ 
sels  with  hostile  troops  or  arms  or  munitions  destined  for  the  insur¬ 
rectionary  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Flag- Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  naval 
forces ,  Mediterranean  Sea ,  of  the  sailing,  in  obedience  to  Depart¬ 
ment's  orders,  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Susquehanna  and  Iroquois  for  New 
York. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 
Spezia ,  May  13,  1861. 


Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  4th  instant  I 
received  your  letters  of  the  8th  and  lltli  April,  the  first  directing  me 
to  send  to  New  York  the  Susquehanna  and  Iroquois  and  the  latter  to 
return  to  the  United  States  with  this  ship  also. 

The  following  day  the  Susquehanna  arrived  at  Naples,  in  accordance 
with  an  order  I  had  sent  to  Captain  Hollins  to  join  me  on  the  5th  May. 
In  less  than  two  and  a  half  hours  that  ship  was  again  under  way,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  to  New  York,  touching  at  Tunis,  and,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  at  Cagliari  and  [Port]  Mahon,  to  deliver  a  letter  to  Captain  Palmer 
to  join  me  in  the  Iroquois  immediately  at  Spezia. 

The  day  I  received  your  order  for  the  return  of  the  ships  at  a  ven¬ 
ture  I  telegraphed  to  Commander  Palmer,  supposing  it  possible  it 
might  reach  him  before  he  sailed.  This  telegram  fortunately  arrived 
at  Malta  as  he  was  about  to  leave,  and  he  immediately  turned  his 
course  toward  Spezia,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9tli  instant.  Captain 
Hollins  will,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  stop  only 
at  Tunis,  which  will  be  a  detention  of  but  a  few  hours,  and  may  be 
expected  in  New  York  by  the  1st  of  June. 

It  blew  a  gale  directly  into  the  Bay  of  Naples  when  the  Susquehanna 
left,  but  having  full  steam  power  she  easily  made  way  against  it.  The 
following  day,  the  gale  continuing,  we  were  comxielled  to  remain  at 
our  anchors,  but  left  the  day  after,  the  7th  instant,  and  arrived  here 
to-day.  On  our  way  up  from  Naples  I  touched  at  Leghorn  to  settle  some 
unpaid  bills  of  the  Susquehanna  and  adjust  other  matters  connected 
with  our  return  to  the  U  uited  States. 

The  Iroquois  will  sail  at  daylight  to  morrow  for  Leghorn  to  replen¬ 
ish  her  stock  of  coal.  As  I  have  made  arrangements  to  get  her  a  speedy 
supply  she  will  not  be  detained  there  over  twenty-four  hours,  and  will 
then  continue  her  course  to  New  York. 

In  this  ship  we  are  now  employed  in  getting  in  our  stores  of  water, 
provisions,  etc.,  which  I  hope  we  can  accomplish  in  three  or  four  days, 
when  we  shall  proceed  to  Genoa  for  coal  and  a  portion  of  the  machin¬ 
ery  of  the  engine  sent  recently  from  New  York. 

I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  last  order  to  Captain  G.  N.  Hol¬ 
lins  of  the  Susquehanna. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Naples ,  May  5,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  Tunis  and  give  the  enclosed 
letter  to  Commander  Palmer  of  the  Iroquois.  If  the  Iroquois  has  not 
been  to  Tunis,  you  will  leave  the  letter  for  Commander  Palmer  at  that 
place.  If  Commander  Palmer  has  left  Tunis,  you  follow  him  to  Cagliari, 
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island  of  Sardinia.  If  he  has  Jeft  there  you  will  go  to  [Port]  Mahon, 
island  of  Minorca,  and  if  the  Iroquois  is  not  there  and  has  not  been 
there,  you  will  leave  the  letter  in  the  hands  of  the  U.  S.  consul.  When 
the  letter  is  disposed  of  you  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  New 
York,  stopping  at  Gibraltar  or  Cadiz  to  fill  up  your  coal,  and  on  your 
arrival  at  New  York  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  n.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  George  N.  Hollins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna ,  Naples. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  naval  forces, 

Mediterranean  Sea ,  to  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  New  York. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Spezia,  May  13,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  get  under  way  as  early  as  possible  to  morrow  morning 
and  proceed  to  Leghorn,  where  I  have  arranged  with  the  American 
vice-consul  to  supply  you  without  delay  with  coal.  As  soon  after  as 
you  are  ready  in  all  respects  you  will  proceed  to  New  York,  touching  on 
your  way  either  at  Gibraltar  or  Cadiz  to  replenish  your  coal.  On  your 
way  across  the  Atlantic,  if  necessary,  you  can  stop  either  at  Madeira 
or  Fayal,  according  to  the  route  you  take,  for  a  further  supply.  You 
will  exercise  your  best  judgment  to  make  a  quick  passage,  as  it  is  all 
important  that  your  ship  should  reach  the  United  States  as  soon  as 
possible.  On  your  arrival  you  will  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  send  him  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  quick  passage  and  a  happy  meeting  with 
your  family  and  friends, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer. 

p.  g  —You  will  be  pleased  to  write  me  from  Gibraltar  or  Cadiz, 
placing  your  letter  in  the  care  of  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar,  to  be 
handed  to  me  on  my  arrival  at  that  place. 

C.  H.  B. 

Commander  J.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  La  Spezia. 


Letter  from  B.  B.  Forbes,  esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding 
memorial  regarding  protection  of  vessels  in  Vineyard  Sound. 

Boston,  May  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  memorial  relating  to 
the  protection  of  the  trade  centering  in  the  Vineyard  Sound  and  vicin¬ 
ity,  say  from  Montauk  Point  to  the  coast  of  Cape  Cod. 
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I  liave  been  offered  a  very  effective  propeller  tugboat,  which  would 
be  a  suitable  vessel  to  arm  with  two  0  or  12  pound  rifle  guns.  She  is 
new  and  well  built,  and  can  be  bought  at  a  reasonable  price  by  private 
contract  if  applied  for  soon.  She  is  about  127  tons,  80  feet  long,  18 
beam,  and  8£  hold,  with  a  condensing  engine  26-inch  cylinder. 

I  am,  very  faithfully,  your  servant, 

Ii.  B.  Forbes. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Boston,  May  13,  1861. 

Whereas  the  number  of  vessels  passing  through  the  Vineyard  Sound 
is  very  large,  amounting  to  more  than  50,000  annually,  and  belong¬ 
ing  to  all  the  ports  of  New  England,  the  undersigned,  insurers, 
merchants,  and  others  interested  therein,  respectfully  request  that  an 
armed  steamer  be  stationed  as  a  coast  guard  in  said  Vineyard  Sound. 

Alliance  Insurance  Company, 
Per  Ii.  S.  Andros,  President. 

[And  other  insurance  companies  and  merchants.] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  V.  S.  brig  Bainbridge,  to  protect  California  steamers. 

Navy  Department,  May  15,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  brig  Bain- 
bridge,  you  will  proceed  with  that  vessel  the  moment  she  is  ready  for 
sea  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Aspinwall,  New  Grenada.  You 
will  remain  there  with  her  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department 
or  the  flag-officer  of  the  home  or  West  India  Squadron,  Captain 
Pendergrast. 

Your  principal  object  at  Aspinwall  will  be  the  protection  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  steamships  with  their  passengers  and  treasure  against  piratical 
vessels,  or  vessels  sailing  under  pretended  letters  of  marque  issued  by 
the  insurrectionary  States.  Should  you  fall  in  with  any  such  vessels, 
you  will  promptly  seize  them  and  send  them  either  to  New  York  or 
Boston. 

For  the  present  you  will  send  your  communications  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  direct,  reserving  copies  to  be  handed  or  forwarded  to  the  flag- 
officer  of  the  squadron  when  an  opportunity  may  offer. 

Before  sailing  from  Boston  forward  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll 
of  the  Bainbridge  and  a  separate  list  of  her  officers.  Blanks  for  the 
purpose  have  been  transmitted  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard, 
Boston. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Lieutenant  T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge,  Boston. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces, 

Mediterranean  Sea,  of  proposed  capture  of  American  merchant  ships  by 

Confederate  privateers  in  those  icaters. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Bichmond, 

Genoa ,  May  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  A  gentleman  came  on  board  to  see  me  to-day  by  the  name  of 
Augustus  Collingbridge,  late  a  captain  in  the  British  East  India  service, 
who  states  that  a  few  days  since,  while  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  he 
was  waited  on  by  a  Spaniard,  agent  for  the  Arm  of  Garcia  &  Co., 
bankers  of  Barcelona,  and  an  offer  made  to  him  to  furnish  commissions 
for  privateers  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  Confederate  States.  He  was 
informed  by  this  agent  that,  as  the  United  States  squadron  had  been 
recalled  and  would  soon  leave  the  Mediterranean,  there  would  be  a  fine 
opportunity  of  capturiug  all  the  American  merchant  ships  in  that  sea. 

Captain  Collingbridge  thought,  from  information  that  he  had  received, 
that  the  American  consul  at  Cadiz  would  not  object  to  promote  this 
affair,  and  that  the  American  consul  at  Genoa  was  in  the  same  cate¬ 
gory.  As  both  these  gentlemen  come  from  a  section  of  the  country 
noted  for  its  filibustering  propensities,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  and 
heard  of  them  myself,  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  some  foundation  for 
this  suspicion. 

In  ten  days  this  ship  will  be  on  the  Atlantic,  and  then  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  will  be  entirely  exposed  to  these  marauders.  There  are  now  six 
American  vessels  in  this  port.  I  left  several  at  Leghorn,  and  there  are 
probably  a  number  at  Marseilles  and  Malaga. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  D.  R.  King  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  to  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  requesting  naval  convoy  or  armament  for  California  steamers. 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  for  several  years  past  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  large  and  regular  shipments  to  California  in  Vanderbilt's 
steamers,  but  at  present  fear  the  risk  of  capture  is  too  great  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  unless  we  have  your  assurance  of  either  a  naval  convoy 
or  armament. 

Our  object  in  writing  is  to  suggest  to  you  whether  it  would  not  be 
practicable  to  put  these  ships  in  commission  and  put  a  force  of  marines 
and  a  pivot  gun  of  long  range  on  board  of  each.  An  assurance  from 
the  Government  that  measures  had  been  adopted  for  the  full  protection 
of  the  California  steamers  will  allay  much  anxiety  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  shipping  goods  or  who  expect  remittances. 

If  you  can  find  time  from  your  present  arduous  engagements  to  reply 
to  our  communication,  you  will  confer  a  great  favor  not  only  on  our¬ 
selves,  but  also  on  a  large  number  of  other  persons  who  are  deeply 
interested. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

’  D.  B.  King  &  Co. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


24  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  governor  of  New  Jersey  regard¬ 
ing  protection  for  that  State. 

Navy  Department,  May  21,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  on  the  subject 
of  protecting  the  inlets  on  the  New  Jersey  coast,  and  would  respect¬ 
fully  state  in  reply  that  the  coast  guard  of  the  loyal  States  is  assumed 
by  the  Treasury  Department  as  a  part  of  the  revenue  system,  to  which 
I  have  referred  your  letter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  Charles  S.  Olden, 

Governor  of  New  Jersey. 


Report  of  Captain  Nicholas ,  If.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Constella¬ 
tion,  of  the  capture  by  that  vessel  of  the  American  brig  Triton  {slaver). 

U.  S.  S.  Constellation, 

Congo  River,  West  Coast  of  Africa ,  May  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  yesterday  captured  at 
Punta  da  Lenha  the  American  brig  Triton.  She  had  no  slaves  on 
board,  but  every  preparation  for  their  reception  had  been  made. 

I  dispatched  her  to-day  for  Norfolk,  under  charge  of  Midshipman 
George  A.  Borchert,  with  the  necessary  written  instructions  for  his 
guidance  on  his  arrival.  The  men  who  accompany  Mr.  Borchert  have 
been  on  this  coast  nearly  two  years,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Norfolk 
will  have  been  at  sea  actively  employed  over  two  years.  I  therefore 
respectfully  request  that  they  may  be  paid  off  and  discharged,  and  that 
Mr.  Borchert  may  be  allowed  the  usual  leave  of  absence. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  report  to  you  the  prompt  and  effi¬ 
cient  cooperation  which  I  received  from  Captain  Bedingfield,  of  H. 
M.  S.  Prometheus.  Having  no  means  myself  of  communicating  with 
Punta  da  Lenha  I  intimated  the  fact  to  Captain  Bedingfield,  who 
instantly  placed  his  steamer  at  my  disposal,  with  the  offer  to  tow  a  boat 
with  as  many  officers  and  men  as  I  chose  to  send.  I  sent  out  the  fourth 
cutter,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  P.  C.  Johnson,  and  thej^  com¬ 
menced  steaming  up  the  river  at  3  o’clock,  and  by  10  o’clock  had  taken 
possession  of  the  Triton. 

The  only  other  American  vessel  there  was  the  Falmouth.  She  doubt¬ 
less  is  going  to  take  in  slave  cargo,  but  her  preparations  were  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  advanced  to  make  it  advisable  to  seize  her.  Had  I  been  one 
month  earlier  I  could  have  made  a  great  capture,  as  there  were  at  that 
time  nine  slavers  at  Punta  da  Lenha,  all  of  which  have  escaped  except 
the  ship  Nightingale,  which  was  captured  by  the  Saratoga. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  for  me  to  state  that  Flag-Officer  Inman  is  tem¬ 
porarily  absent  from  this  ship,  he  having  removed  his  flag  to  the  Ports¬ 
mouth.  This  will  account  for  my  making  this  report. 

The  crew  of  this  ship  are  in  tolerably  good  health,  but  the  effect  of  the 
climate  is  beginning  to  tell  upon  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Nicholas, 

Captain,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Constellation. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bain- 

bridge,  acknowledging  orders. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 

Off  Boston  Light ,  May  22, 1861. 

biR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  sailing  ot  this  vessel  under  your 
orders  of  May  15,  and  shall  use  my  utmost  exertion  to  execute  well 
your  instructions.  The  muster  roll  of  officers  and  men  is  forwarded 
through  the  commodore  of  the  yard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Ritchie,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  present  in  Bay  of 
Panama ,  relative  to  mail  steamers. 

U.  S.  S.  Saranac, 

Bay  of  Panama ,  May  22,  1861. 

Sir:  Communications  from  the  Department  of  dates  April  27  and 
May  1  have  been  received,  together  with  the  President’s  proclamation 
in  regard  to  pretended  letters  of  marque. 

Having  been  notified  by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  of  the 
supposed  presence  of  privateers  in  the  Pacific,  I  had  partly  anticipated 
the  orders  of  the  Department  by  directing  Commander  Bissell,  now  at 
Acapulco,  to  cruise  with  the  Cyane  between  that  port  and  Manzanilla; 
and  have  also  dispatched  an  order  to  Commander  Porter,  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  expedite  the  repairs  on  the  St.  Mary's,  and  when  in  readiness 
for  sea  to  repair  at  once  to  Manzanilla  and  cooperate  with  Captain 
Bissell  in  affording  protection  to  the  mail  steamers  along  the  most 
exposed  line  of  coast. 

By  the  English  mail  steamer  sailing  hence  on  the  24th  instant  I  will 
forward  instructions  to  Captain  Hunt  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
Narragansett  to  the  relief  of  the  Cyane,  which  latter  vessel,  after  receiv¬ 
ing  her  stores  at  this  port,  will  be  dispatched  to  Callao  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  Narragansett  at  that  place. 

Captain  [  J.  K.]  Mitchell’s  last  communication  states  that  he  expected 
to  sail  from  San  Francisco  with  the  Wyoming  for  this  port  about  the 
1st  instant.  Should  1  hear,  however,  of  the  further  detention  of  that 
vessel,  I  will  direct  Captain  Mitchell  to  remain  with  the  Wyoming  at  San 
Francisco  and  afford  protection  to  our  interests  at  that  point.  In  my 
orders  to  Commander  Bissell  I  have  directed  special  vigilance  to  be 
exercised  on  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  mail  steamers  at  the  port 
of  Acapulco,  and  will  instruct  Captain  Hunt  to  the  same  effect. 

Copies  of  instructions  received  from  the  Department  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  flag-officer  by  the  earliest  conveyance. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robt.  Ritchie, 
Captain,  Senior  Officer  present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Messrs.  D.  R.  King  &  Co.  regarding 
measures  for  protection  of  California  steamers. 

Navy  Department,  May  23,  1861. 
Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  the  20tli  instant  has  been 
received.  The  Department  has  given  instructions  to  its  vessels  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Pacific  for  the  protection  of  the  California  steamers, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  steamship  company  has  taken  measures 
to  defend  their  vessels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Messrs.  D.  R.  King  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 


Letter  from  Henry  Wenzell,  esq.,  of  Boston,  to  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  for¬ 
warding  information  of  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  at  New  Orleans. 


Boston,  May  23,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  To-day  an  item  of  intelligence  has  come  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge  that  may  or  may  not  be  important,  and  that  as  a  loyal  citizen  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate,  though  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being 
known  by  you. 

To-day  an  acquaintance  received  a  letter  from  his  brother,  resident 
in  New  Orleans,  dated  the  lGtli  instant,  in  which  he  reports  the  fitting 
out  at  that  place  by  a  stock  company  of  the  steam  tugboat  Enoch 
Train  as  a  privateer;  also  reports  that  nine  other  vessels  were  being 
fitted  for  that  purpose  at  Algiers,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
This  letter  he  has  loaned  to  a  Mr.  Kimball,  said  to  be  part  owner  of  the 
Enoch  Train ,  who  starts  this  evening  for  Washington  in  order  to  see 
you  in  relation  to  the  affair.  This  Mr.  Kimball  I  have  never  before 
heard  of,  and  have  no  evidence  of  his  loyalty  or  of  his  want  of  it.  Mr. 
Thaxter,  the  gentleman  who  received  the  letter,  has  great  confidence  in 
his  brother’s  statements. 

Wishing  for  our  arms  success  equal  to  that  in  the  olden  time,  when 
the  war  cry  was,  aTlie  sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon,” 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  truly, 


Henry  Wenzell. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces, 
Mediterranean  Sea,  of  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar  in  the  flagship  Rich¬ 
mond. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Gibraltar ,  May  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  arrived  here  yesterday 
in  six  and  a  half  days  from  Genoa.  In  consequence  of  thick,  foggy 
weather,  I  anchored  at  Malaga  for  a  few  hours.  I  availed  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  communicate  to  the  consul  the  information  received 
in  regard  to  the  probability  of  privateers  being  fitted  out  in  Spain  to 
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cruise  against  our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  learn  here  that 
the  Susquehanna  left  Cadiz  for  New  York  on  the  19tli  instant,  and  the 
Iroquois  on  the  25th;  this  ship  will  follow  to-morrow. 

Previous  to  leaving  Genoa  we  made  two  attempts,  both  without  suc¬ 
cess,  to  raise  our  propeller.  In  former  communications  1  informed 
the  Department  of  this  difficulty,  and  that  I  intended  to  dock  the  ship 
at  Toulon,  to  have  it  remedied;  but  the  order  to  return  home,  at  this 
important  time,  did  not  admit  of  this  delay.  We  shall  have  to  there¬ 
fore  drag  it  most  of  the  way  across  the  ocean,  as  we  can  not  carry  coal 
sufficient  to  steam  the  whole  distance.  This  will  compel  me  to  stop  at 
Madeira  to  fill  up,  but  I  hope  that  this  detention  will  not  be  for  more 
than  one  day.  Under  all  these  circumstances  I  think  the  Richmond 
may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York  about  the  5th  of  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag -Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Mediterranean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Henry  Wenzell,  esq.,  of  Boston ,  Mass. 

Navy  Department,  May  29,  1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  communication  of  the  23d 
instant  in  relation  to  the  fitting  out  of  privateers  at  New  Orleans,  and 
thanks  you  for  the  information  atlorded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

IIenet  Wenzell,  Esq., 

Boston ,  Mass. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Sands ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  Brazil 
Squadron ,  of  departure  of  U.  S.  S.  Seminole  for  Philadelphia,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  orders. 

U.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Pulaski, 

Montevideo,  May  31,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  last,  No.  18,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  order  of  April  8,  directing  me  to  order  the  steamer 
Seminole,  Commander  Thomson,  of  this  squadron,  to  the  port  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month  I  ordered  the  steamer  to  proceed  to  Rio 
de  Janeiro  for  stores  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  squadron  at  this 
point,  with  instructions  to  Commander  Thomson,  in  the  event  of  meet¬ 
ing  dispatches  there  for  me,  to  open,  and  if  finding,  as  I  supposed 
there  might  be,  from  the  nature  of  circumstances  at  home,  anything 
relating  to  the  steamer  under  his  command,  to  act  in  accordance  with¬ 
out  further  reference  to  me.  I  am  happy  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  honorable  Department,  this  day,  per  French  mail,  I  received  a 
letter  from  Commander  Thomson,  informing  me  of  having  opened  your 
communication,  and  that  he  was  then  (23d  May)  preparing  to  sail  for 
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the  United  States,  and  in  five  days  would  be  ready  to  proceed,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  order  of  the  8th  April,  which  1  had  happily  anticipated, 
and  thereby  gained  time,  which  I  believed  might  be  of  importance  to 
the  Department. 

Commander  Thomson  speaks  in  favorable  terms  of  the  Seminole 
since  some  alterations  have  been  made  on  her  while  here,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that,  with  some  further  alterations  when  she 
shall  arrive  in  the  United  States,  she  may.  prove  a  useful  and  valuable 

vessel  to  the  Government.  ^ _ _ 

I  am,  sir,^mojk.n«Sp^tfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joshua  R.  Sands, 

Flag- Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Brazil  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  /A  C. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  privateer  Savannah  by  the  V.  S.  brig  Ferry , 

June  3 ,  1861. 


Extract  from  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Stringham,  U  S  Navy,  commanding  North  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Parrott,  TJ  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  brig  Perry. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Charleston  Harbor ,  June  6 ,  1861. 

Sir:  ******* 

June  5,  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.,  our  masthead  lookout  made  a  sail, 
which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  brig  Perry ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Par¬ 
rott,  with  a  prize  in  company,  it  being  a  piratical  schooner  of  about  50 
tons,  called  the  Savannah ,  hailing  from  Charleston,  with  a  commission 
from  Jefferson  Davis,  dated  Montgomery,  May  18,  1861,  commanded 
by  T.  Harrison  Baker,  and  a  crew  of  19  men.  She  had  placed  some  of 
her  crew  on  board  a  prize,  the  brig  Joseph,  of  Rockland,  Me.,  from 
Cardenas,  with  sugar,  which  she  had  captured  on  the  3d  instant,  and 
ordered  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.  The  captain  of  the  Joseph,  retained  on 
board  the  schooner,  now  goes  to  New  York  in  company  with  the  prize 
master.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Par¬ 
rott’s  report. 

1  shall  order  the  schooner  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Prize  Master  R. 
S.  McCook,  midshipman. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  remind  the  Department  that  I  am 
very  much  in  want  of  vessels. 

The  prisoners  of  the  schooner  Savannah,  captain,  lieutenant,  sailing- 
master,  and  purser,  and  10  men — 6  having  been  sent  away  in  their 
prize,  the  Joseph — are  on  board  the  Minnesota,  and  will  be  sent  on  the 
first  opportunity  to  a  Northern  port. 

The  Perry  has  proceeded  to  her  station  off  Fernandina. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  Stringham, 

Flag-Officer ,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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(Enclosure.] 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Parrott,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Perry 

U.  S.  Brig  Perry, 

At  Sea,  June  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  3d  instant  the  privateer 
schooner  Savannah,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Captain  T.  H.  Baker,  commis¬ 
sioned  by  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  was  captured  by  this  vessel  about  60  miles  east  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  capture:  She  was  discov¬ 
ered  apparently  following  a  brig,  and,  considering  her  movements  sus¬ 
picious,  we  gave  her  chase,  and,  getting  nearer,  discovered  that  she 
carried  a  pivot  gun.  We  showed  our  colors,  which  sometime  after 
she  answered  by  hoisting  a  flag  for  a  moment  and  hauling  it  down 
again  too  soon  for  us  to  make  it  out.  We  afterwards  fired  a  gun  ahead 
of  her,  but  she  showed  no  colors.  At  7 :50  p.  m.,  it  being  quite  dark, 
and  the  brig,  which  had  been  seen  near  the  schooner,  out  of  sight,  we 
were  within  range,  and  opened  fire  on  the  schooner,  which  she  returned, 
several  of  her  shots  passing  over  us.  At  8:10  she  ceased  firing  and 
we  lost  sight  of  her  for  a  moment;  it  proved  that  she  bad  lowered  her 
sails  to  show  her  submission.  Wore  round  and  passed  near  her  with¬ 
out  firing,  asking  if  she  surrendered,  but  could  not  understand  her 
answer.  Wore  again,  and  on  passing  her  wero  answered  that  she  bad 
surrendered.  A  prize  crew  was  sent  on  board,  with  orders  to  follow  ns, 
and  her  crew  were  transferred  to  this  vessel. 

She  had  left  Charleston  on  tbe  2d  instant  on  her  first  cruise.  We 
found  on  board  of  her  the  master  of  the  brig  Joseph ,  of  Rockland,  Me., 
which  was  the  vessel  seen  near  her,  and  which  she  had  captured  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant. 

As  the  smoke  from  the  guns  added  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the 
vessel  in  view,  we  fired  slowly  and  expended  but  a  few  shots  upon  her. 
Two  of  our  shots  passed  through  her  sails  and  one  between  them  and 
the  hull. 

The  officers  and  crew  seconded  with  great  zeal  my  efforts  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  privateer.  She  awaits  your  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 


Abstract  of  log  of  U.  S.  brig  Perry,  Lieutenant  E.  G.  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding. 

June  3, 1861. — (Latitude,  32°  47' ;  longitude,  78°  52k)  Boarded  Bremen 
bark  Copernicus,  bound  for  Baltimore.  She  certified  that  she  had  been 
boarded  by  the  Minnesota  and  warned  not  to  enter  any  port  south  of 
the  Chesapeake.  At  2  saw  light-house  bearing  I.W.  by  W.  At  4  dis¬ 
covered  a  brig  and  a  schooner ;  schooner  a  mile  astern  of  brig.  At  4 :40 
p.  m.,  movements  of  the  schooner  being  suspicious,  gave  chase  to  her. 
At  5  saw  that  schooner  had  a  gun.  At  6 :10  schooner  hoisted  colors  and 
kept  them  up  only  for  a  moment,  but  we  could  not  make  them  out.  At 
7:15  fired  a  shot  ahead  of  her,  but  she  showed  no  colors.  At  7 :50,  it 
being  quite  dark  and  the  brig  out  of  sight,  opened  fire  on  the  schooner, 
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which  she  returned.  Several  other  shot  passed  over  us.  At  8:10 
schooner  ceased  firing  and  we  lost  sight  of  her  for  a  moment.  It  proved 
that  she  had  lowered  her  sails  to  show  her  submission.  Wore  around 
and  passed  near  her  without  firing,  asking  if  she  had  surrendered.  Sent 
a  boat  on  board  of  her  with  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Miller;  returned,  bringing 
her  captain,  several  officers,  and  the  captain  of  the  brig  Joseph ,  of  Rock¬ 
land,  Me.,  which  brig  had  been  captured  by  the  schooner  and  was  the 
vessel  seen  near  her.  At  12  m.  she  followed  us,  under  the  charge  of 
Master’s  Mate  Palmer  and  G  men.  Found  the  prize  to  be  the  privateer 
Savannah ,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  Captain  T.  H.  Baker,  sailing  under  a 
letter  of  marque,  signed  by  Jefferson  Davis.  She  left  Charleston  the 
2d  of  June  on  her  first  cruise.  During  the  action  expended  14  shell 
and  2  round  shot. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy  commanding  U.  S.  brig 
Perry,  commending  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel  for  the  capture  of  the  Confederate 
privateer  Savannah. 

Navy  Department,  July  15 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  received  through  Flag-Officer  Stringhain  a  copy  of  your 
report  of  the  capture  of  the  privateer  Savannah  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Perry 
under  your  command.  The  ability  and  energy  displayed  in  overhaul¬ 
ing,  under  adverse  circumstances,  and  capturing  the  Savannah ,  reflect 
credit  on  yourself  and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command. 

You  will  make  known  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Perry  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  admiration  and  appreciation  of  their  services. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
f  Secretary  of  the  Wary.] 

Lieutenant  E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Perry ,  Atlantic  BlocJcading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  United  States 
forces,  coast  of  Brazil,  of  preparation  by  U.  S.  flagship  Congress  for 
departure  for  Boston ,  Mass. 

LT.  S.  Flagship  Congress, 

Off  Montevideo ,  June  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  on  the  15th  of  this  month  (yesterday)  I  received  your  order 
of  April  9,  ordering  this  ship  home.  Your  order  of  the  8th  April, 
received  by  the  previous  mail,  via  France,  had  been  anticipated  so  far 
as  to  induce  me  to  direct  Commander  Thomson  to  open  any  dis¬ 
patches  he  might  find  at  Riode  Janeiro  and  act  on  them  so  far  as  they 
might  relate  to  the  Seminole,  and  forward  his  communication  to  me. 
I  am  induced  to  hope  that  the  Seminole  is  now  well  on  her  way  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  as  ordered  by  the  honorable  Department. 

1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  nonreceipt  of  yours  of  the  9th  April, 
with  that  of  the  8th,  which  I  regret,  as  it  makes  a  difference  of  some 
fifteen  days;  but  the  Congress  having  been  always  kept  in  immediate 
readiness  for  any  orders,  she  will  sail  for  Boston  as  soon  as  her  bills 
can  be  settled  and  small  amount  of  bread  obtained  to  supply  the  loss 
of  some  unexpectedly  condemned.  1  hope  to  sail  by  the  19th,  and 
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nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  place  this  ship  at  the  disposal  of  the  hon¬ 
orable  Department  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joshua  R.  Sands, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  United  States  Forces ,  Coast  of  Brazil. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  committee  of  New  York  Board  of  Underwriters  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  copy  of  orders  to  the  captain  of  their  armed 
schooner. 


Committee  for  Managing  Affairs  of  the 

Key  West  and  Nassau  Agencies, 

New  York ,  June  17, 1861. 

Sir:  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant, 
granting  permission  to  Acting  Master  Moses  Hoyt  to  assume  command 
of  our  schooner  Henry  W.  Johnson,  under  the  instructions  which  were 
submitted  to  you  for  approval  by  Captain  Fraser,  and  a  copy  of  which 
we  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit,  agreeable  to  your  instructions,  to 
be  placed  on  the  files  of  the  Department. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  serv¬ 
ants, 

F.  S.  Lathrop, 

Daniel  Drake  Smith, 

John  D.  Jones, 

Richard  Lathers, 

Alfred  Edwards, 

Committee  for  Nassau  and  Key  West  Agencies, 

New  York  Board  of  Underwriters. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

Copy  of  special  instructions. 

New  York,  June  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  Hostilities  have  been  commenced  by  some  of  the  Southern  States 
against  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  confederat¬ 
ing  together  they  have  authorized  the  issue  of  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  against  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  on 
the  high  seas. 

As  set  forth  in  your  general  instructions  of  this  date,  the  schooner 
Henry  W.  Johnson  is  employed  for  the  same  purposes  for  which  the 
underwriters  have  maintained  a  vessel  under  your  command  for  several 
years  past,  viz,  “to  cruise  among  the  Bahama  Islands  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  shipwrecks  as  far  as  possible,  and  rendering  such  advice 
and  assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power  to  masters  of  vessels  stranded 
or  otherwise  in  distress,  with  a  view  to  the  saving  and  preservation  of 
the  property  under  their  charge;”  but,  for  protection  against  any 
attack  which  maybe  made  upon  her,  they  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
place  an  armament  on  board,  and  to  provide  her  with  an  additional  num¬ 
ber  of  men. 
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You  will  therefore  take  all  necessary  precautions  for  the  safety  of 
said  armament,  and  establish  such  regulations,  discipline,  and  practice 
among  the  crew  as  will  enable  you  at  all  times  to  make  an  efficient 
defense  iu  case  of  need. 

If  you  are  attacked,  you  will  defend  your  vessel  to  the  last  extremity. 
If  you  fall  in  with  any  merchant  vessel  attacked  or  captured  by  a 
privateer,  you  will  defend  or  rescue  her  if  in  your  power  to  do  so,  and 
if  the  attacking  vessel  should  become  your  prize,  you  will  take  her  into 
Key  West,  if  that  place  remains  in  possession  of  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States;  or,  in  case  of  necessity,  after  delivering  up  her  officers 
and  crew  to  the  nearest  United  States  authorities,  you  may  send  the 
captured  vessel  to  New  York,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  law  may  sanction. 

You  will  at  all  times,  when  not  inconsistent  with  other  duties,  act  as 
convoy  to  any  merchant  vessels  upon  which,  or  in  whose  cargoes,  you 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  your  employers  are  interested  as  insurers. 

In  the  event  of  any  occurrences  of  a  character  contemplated  by  these 
instructions  you  will  make  a  detailed  report  thereof  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  Nassau  and  Key  West  agencies,  and  also  inclose 
under  cover  to  him  a  copy  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  which  will  be  forwarded  if  deemed  important. 

V  ery  respectfully,  yours, 

F.  S.  Lathrop, 

Daniel  Drake  Smith, 
John  D.  Jones, 

Richard  Lathers, 

Alfred  Edwards, 

Committee  for  Nassau  and  Key  West  Agencies. 

Captain  Moses  Hoyt. 


Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
Brazil  Squadron,  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pulaski,  to  assume  the  duties  of  senior  officer 
in  command. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Montevideo,  June  20,  1861. 

Sir:  The  honorable  Navy  Department  of  the  United  States  having 
ordered  this  ship  home,  you  will  remain  on  this  coast  and  river,  senior 
naval  officer  in  command.  Your  attention  will  be  at  all  times  directed 
to  the  honor  of  our  flag  and  the  interests  of  our  citizens  and  their 
property  under  all  and  every  circumstance  you  may  be  called  upon  to 
act. 

Under  the  peculiar  state  of  our  public  affairs  at  home  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  anticipate  all  matters  you  may  be  called  on  to  give  your  atten¬ 
tion  to.  As  they  come  up  I  must  leave  them  to  your  discretion  and 
good  judgment  in  connection  with  any  of  our  consuls  at  hand,  and 
with  whom  I  would  recommend  you  to  advise.  For  the  efficiency,  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  good  order  of  the  steamer  Pulaski,  under  your  command, 
the  honorable  Department,  having  long  since  confided  her  to  you,  has 
every  reason  to  believe  that  you  are  fully  equal  to  it. 

The  Pulaski  as  a  vessel  ot  war  being  of  not  much  force  or  efficiency, 
your  own  force  of  character  will  have  to  make  up  for  what  may  be 
wanting  in  her  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  flag  of  the  Union,  and  it 
is  fully  confided  to  you. 

On  my  arrival  iu  the  United  States  I  shall  represent  the  circum- 
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stances  of  the  case  of  the  Pulaski,  and  have  no  doubt  you  will  be 
amply  cared  for.  All  dispatches  arriving  for  the  flag  or  senior  officer 
3  ou  will  openandact  in  strict  compliance  with  the  same,  using  your  best 
judgment  to  carry  them  out  strictly  and  in  a  way  calculated  to  meet 
all  the  views  of  the  Government. 

In  taking  leave  of  you,  sir,  I  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  yourself,  and  my  own  feelings  were  I  not  to  say  how  much  I 
appreciate  your  valuable  services  and  the  prompt,  zealous,  and  hand¬ 
some  manner  in  which  you  have  carried  out  all  my  orders  and  sus¬ 
tained  your  position  as  an  officer  of  the  Navy. 

Wishing  you  every  honor  and  success,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Joshua  E.  Sands, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Brazil  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Pulaski. 


Letter  from  Daniel  Hood,  esq.,  to  Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden ,  regarding 
capture  of  ship  A.  B.  Thompson  by  C.  8.  privateer  Lady  Davis. 

Portland,  June  22,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  21st  ultimo,  my  slip)  A.  B.  Thompson ,  of  Bruns¬ 
wick,  Me.,  of  980  tons,  was  taken,  after  leaving  Savannah  on  the  day 
previous,  off  Port  Eoyal  Bay  [Sound],  by  steamer  Lady  Davis,  Captain 
Pelot,  and  taken  to  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  as  we  learn  from  our  correspondent 
at  Savannah,  Ga.  I  have  not  received  any  information  from  the  cap¬ 
tain  since  she  left  Savannah. 

She  is  rather  a  fast  sailer.  She  will  make  to  the  rebels  a  good  sloop 
of  war.  She  can  be  converted  into  a  steamer  and  would  make  a  formid¬ 
able  privateer.  Please  to  represent  this  toour  Government  at  Washing¬ 
ton.  She  is  worth  about  $30,000to  me,  or  us.  They  will  confer  a  great 
favor  on  us  if  they  will  send  a  steamer,  take  her  out,  and  tow  her  to  sea. 
We  presume  her  whole  crew  are  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Hood. 


Hon.  Wm.  P.  Fessenden. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden. 


Navy  Department,  June  27, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Hood,  of  Portland,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  ship  A.B.  Thompson 
by  the  rebel  steamer  Lady  Davis,  left  by  you  at  the  Department,  has 
been  sent  to  the  flag  officer  of  the  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Hon.  Wm.  P.  Fessenden, 

U.  8.  Senate,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Poor ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 
relative  to  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from  Mississippi  River. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Brooklyn, 

Off  Balize ,  June  30  [1861]. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  (Sunday)  morning  having 
made  a  bark  standing  towards  the  South  Bass,  and  considering  her 
movements  suspicious,  I  left  Pass  a  L’Outre  and  stood  for  her.  As  her 
course  was  from  the  land,  she  led  me  off  some  distance  from  Pass  a 
L’Outre.  While  boarding  her  I  discovered  a  war  steamer  (the  Sumter) 
standing  down  the  river.  As  soon  as  the  boarding  boat  returned,  I 
stood  in  to  intercept  her;  but  owing  to  the  Brooklyn's  want  of  speed 
was  unable  to  get  within  gun  range  of  her. 

She  succeeded  in  passing  out.  I  chased  three  and  a  half  hours,  but 
finding  I  could  not  overhaul  her,  and  being  out  of  sight  of  my  station 
and  having  seen  a  sail  standing  in  that  direction,  1  deemed  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  up  the  chase  and  return.  Fearing  that  this  vessel,  which 
is  more  than  a  match  for  our  gunboats  in  armament,  might  do  great  mis¬ 
chief  and  hover  about  Cuba  for  the  interception  of  the  California  mail 
steamer,  I  dispatched  a  boat  to  the  Massachusetts  at  Ship  Island  to 
communicate  with  you  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

The  Sumter ,  formerly  the  Habana ,  is  ,a  propeller,  painted  black, and 
bark  rigged.  Her  armament  is  as  follows:  One  68-pounder,  pivot, 
four  32-pounders. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[C.  H.  Poor,] 

Flag-Officer  Wm.  Mervine, 

Commanding  Culf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  of  log  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn ,  Commander  C.  TT.  Poor ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Off  Pass  1  L’Outre,  Mississippi  River, 

June  30 , 1861. 

From  8  to  meridian. — Light  wind  from  northward  and  westward 
and  cloudy.  Standing  for  the  strange  sail.  At  9  took  in  all  square 
sails.  At  9 : 30  boarded  the  English  bark  Augusta  Jessie ,  from  Villa 
Rica.  Informed  her  of  the  blockade  and  warned  her  off.  At  10:30 
made  sail  to  topgallant  sails.  At  11  called  all  hands  to  muster  and 
administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  entire  crew.  In  chase  of  a 
propeller  bark  coming  out  of  Pass  4  L’Outre.  At  11 :45  wind  hauling 
ahead.  Clewed  up  and  furled  all  sails. 

From  meridian  to  4. — First  part  a  squall  of  rain;  middle  part  light 
wind  from  southward;  latter  part  moderate  breezes  from  southward. 
In  chase  of  the  strange  steamer  which  showed  secession  colors.  Did 
not  change  the  distance  from  her.  Made  sail  to  topgallant  sails. 
Crossed  royal  yards.  At  3 : 25  the  engines  were  slowed  in  consequence 
of  working  water.  Abandoned  the  chase  and  stood  back  for  the  Pass. 


Report  of  Captain  Ritchie ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  senior  officer ,  Bay  of  Panama , 
relative  to  protection  of  La  Paz,  Lower  California. 

U.  S.  S.  Saranac, 

Bay  of  Panama ,  July  1 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  communication 
from  the  Department  of  the  10th  ultimo,  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter 
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received  by  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  certain  designs  of  the 
insurgents  of  our  country  upon  the  province  of  La  Paz,  Lower  Cali¬ 
fornia.  With  a  special  view  to  any  movement  of  that  nature,  I  will 
instruct  the  present  commander  of  the  Wyoming ,  now  on  the  eve  of 
sailing  from  this  port,  to  call  at  La  Paz  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
existing  cause  for  apprehension  previous  to  proceeding  to  his  station 
off  San  Francisco. 

The  St.  Mary’s,  now  undergoing  repairs  at  Mare  Island,  will  be 
instructed  to  carry  out  my  former  orders  in  cruising  off  Cape  San  Lucas ; 
also  to  touch  frequently  at  La  Paz  and  exercise  constant  vigilance  in 
that  quarter. 

L  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Ritchie, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  late  commanding  United  States 
forces ,  Mediterranean  Sea,  of  arrival  in  New  York  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  the  Department. 

IT,  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

New  York,  July  3,  1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  to-day  at  5 
p.  m.  We  left  Gibraltar  on  the  30th  of  May,  stopped  at  Madeira  to 
replenish  our  coal,  and  sailed  from  the  latter  place  on  the  0th  of  June. 
Our  passage  has  been  much  delayed  in  consequence  of  being  compelled 
to  drag  our  propeller  nearly  the  whole  distance  across  the  Atlantic. 
We  made  an  attempt  to  raise  it  at  Gibraltar,  then  again  at  Madeira, 
and  another  time  soon  after  we  entered  the  region  of  the  trade  winds, 
but  without  success. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  state  of  the  machinery,  I  could  report  the  ship 
ready  for  immediate  service.  She  must,  however,  go  into  dock  to 
ascertain  and  remedy  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  propeller,  which 
will  probably  not  cause  a  delay  of  more  than  three  or  four  days.  In 
other  respects  the  ship  is  in  fine  order,  her  crew  well  drilled  and  in  an 
excellent  state  of  discipline. 

1  have  made  a  report  to  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and 
Repair  of  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  with  suggestions  to  improve  her 
deficiencies.  I  consider  the  Richmond  in  her  present  state  as  an  unsafe 
vessel  to  be  employed  at  sea  on  our  coast;  but  she  can  perform  good 
service  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  where  in  a  gale  of  wind  she  could  gen¬ 
erally  anchor,  or  reach  a  place  of  safety  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  H.  Bell, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag-Officer. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Ritchie ,  U.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer ,  Bay  of  Panama,  of 
movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming  in  execution  of  orders  to  protect  Cali¬ 
fornia  steamers. 

U.  S.  S.  Saranac, 

Bay  of  Panama,  July  4, 1861. 

Sir:  In  order  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Department  and 
afford  protection  to  the  IT.  S.  mail  steamers  at  San  Francisco,  I 
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directed  Commander  Mitchell  to  remain  with  the  Wyoming  and  cruise 
off  the  port;  but,  contrary  to  my  express  order,  Commander  Mitchell 
proceeded  with  the  Wyoming  to  this  port.  On  the  arrival  of  that  ves 
sel  I  notified  Commander  Mitchell  of  his  dismissal  from  the  service, 
and  in  the  absence  of  Commander  McDougal  I  have  placed  the  Wyo¬ 
ming  temporarily  in  charge  of  her  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  F.  K. 
Murray. 

The  Wyoming  will  be  immediately  dispatched  to  San  Francisco,  with 
orders  to  carry  out  my  original  instructions,  via  La  Paz. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Ritchie, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  from  Llislia  IJ.  Smith ,  esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regarding  a 
remonstrance  to  the  favorable  treatment  of  a  Confederate  privateer  by 
authorities  at  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies. 


Hartford,  July  5,  1861. 

Sir:  The  captain  of  the  schooner  Virginia  Price ,  ten  days  from  St. 
Croix  to  the  Connecticut  River,  has  to-day  informed  me  that  when  his 
vessel,  about  eighteen  days  since,  was  in  St.  Thomas,  a  privateer  came 
into  that  port  under  cover  of  the  United  States  flag,  disguising  her 
real  character,  and  after  obtaining,  as  is  supposed,  information  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  American  vessels  in  port,  of  which  there  were  at  the  time  seven¬ 
teen  in  number,  cleared  and  sailed  during  the  night  under  cover  of 
what  is  termed  a  “  night  pass.”  She,  of  course,  had  no  papers  but 
such  as  the  Confederate  States  could  give  her.  When  her  character 
became  known  to  the  public,  which  was  not  until  after  she  had  sailed, 
there  was  a  general  expression  of  indignation  that  the  authorities 
should  have  permitted  a  vessel  without  United  States  papers,  or  legal 
papers  of  any  kind,  to  pass  under  such  circumstances.  A  remonstrance 
was  made  to  the  governor,  but  he  excused  himself  by  saying  that 
St.  Thomas  is  a  free  port;  that  he  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  transac¬ 
tion,  and  referred  the  parties  remonstrating  to  the  U.  S.  consul,  but 
this  official,  it  seems,  is  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,  and  at  least  open 
to  the  suspicion,  then,  of  favoring  the  pirate  rather  than  otherw  ise.  I 
presume  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  may  have  come  to  your  knowl¬ 
edge,  but  to  guard  against  any  contingency  which  may  have  prevented 
it,  I  have  been  induced  to  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

Elisha  D.  Smith. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

Send  copy  to  Secretary  of  State.  The  writer  is  known  to  me  as  a 
highly  respectable  West  India  merchant,  and  would  call  particular 
attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  [  of!  State  to  that  part  which  refers 
to  the  consul. 

W[elles], 
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Letter  from  the  president *of  Board  of  Underwriters  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  requesting  that  naval  regulations  and  signals  be  furnished 
the  underwriters ’  armed  schooner. 

Committee  for  Managing  Affairs  of  the 

Key  West  and  Nassau  Agencies, 

New  York,  July  6,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  the  underwriters’  schooner, 
under  command  of  Acting  Master  Moses  Hoyt,  will  sail  this  day  for 
the  Bahamas  and  Florida  Reefs,  via  St.  Thomas. 

Captain  Hoyt  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  possession  of  a  copy  of 
the  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Navy,  which,  if  trans¬ 
mitted  to  us,  will  be  forwarded  to  him  by  the  first  opportunity. 

We  would  respectfully  enquire  whether  Captain  Hoyt  might  not  be 
put  in  possession  of  such  uaval  signals  as  would  enable  him  to  com¬ 
municate  his  character  and  identity  to  such  of  our  national  vessels  as 
he  may  fall  in  with. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Lathrop, 

Chairman. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  late  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces ,  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Sea,  of  having  struck  his  flag  at  New  York. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Richmond, 

Neiv  York,  July  9,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order 
detaching  me  from  the  command  of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  and 
have  hauled  down  my  flag  this  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  July  12,  1861,  from  Newport.) 

Arrived.  A  brig  from  Bangor  with  part  of  crew  of  brig  John  Welsh, 
from  Trinidad  (sugar  for  Falmouth),  was  taken  by  privateer  Jeff.  Davis 
off  Hatteras  on  Saturday  last.  Captain  Fifield,  of  brig  John  Welsh, 
was  put  on  board  ship  John  Goodwin  [ Mary  Goodell],  oi  and  from  New 
York  for  Montevideo,  which  vessel  had  been  ransacked  and  was 
allowed  to  proceed  on  account  of  her  heavy  draft  of  water.  Same  pri¬ 
vateer  took  the  schooner  [brig]  J.  W.  Warner ,*  of  New  York,  and  a 
bri^.  The  privateer  was  100  miles  southeast  of  Nantucket  Shoals. 
b‘  .  T.  &  J.  COGGESHALL, 

Agents,  Board  Underwriters. 

Hon.  G.  Welles.  _ 

*  [Schooner  S.  J.  Waring?] 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  July  12,  1861. 
If  you  can  reach  the  Cambridge ,  let  her  cruise  three  or  four  days. 

Gtdeon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 


J.  M.  Forbes,  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  July  12,  1861,  from  Boston.) 
There  is  no  doubt  that  privateer  was  plundering  vessels  last  Monday 
about  100  miles  south  Nantucket.  The  Vincennes  (due)  and  Dale  at 
Portsmouth  could  be  dispatched  at  short  notice  if  ordered.  Perhaps 
Secretary  Chase  will  also  order  revenue  cutter  to  sea. 

J.  M.  Forbes. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  July  12,  1861. 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  collector  of  Newport  that  the 
Mary  E.  Thompson,  from  Searsport,  Me.,  for  Antigua,  was  boarded  by 
a  Southern  privateer  brig  in  latitude  39°  16',  longitude  67°  40',  a  day 
or  two  ago. 

Hiram  Barney, 

Collector. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  July  12,  1861,  from  Boston.) 

Privateer  Jeff.  Davis ,  Captain  Postell,  formerly  in  Navy,  seen  100 
miles  southeast  of  Nantucket.  Collector  probably  sends  two  sailing 
revenue  cutters  to  cruise.  I  have  ordered  gunboat  Cambridge  stopped  if 
possible  at  Wood’s  Holl,  where  she  is  available  to  cruise  if  you  direct  it. 

J.  M.  Forbes. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Order  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Boston,  to  Commander  Handy,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes ,  to  cruise  in  search  of  privateer 
Jeff.  Davis. 

Navy  Yard,  Boston,  July  12, 1861. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  sea  without  delay  with  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Vincennes 
under  your  command,  and  cruise  for  eight  days  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel 
privateer  Jeff.  Davis,  reported  to  have  captured  the  brig  John  Welsh 
off  Cape  Hatteras,  and  schooner  [brig]  J.  W.  Warner*  of  New  York 
about  100  miles  southeast  of  Nantucket  South  Shoal;  was  seen  in 
that  vicinity  on  Monday  last,  and  is  no  doubt  cruising  over  the  track 


[*  Schooner  S.  J.  Waring  f] 
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of  vessels  from  the  eastward  bound  to  New  York,  where  you  may  find 
or  hear  from  her  from  the  vessels  you  fall  in  with. 

You  will  examine  suspicious  vessels  and  capture  those  bearing  the 
secession  or  rebel  flag.  If  you  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in 
with  the  Jeff.  Davis  you  will  capture  and  bring  her  to  this  port.  After 
diligently  cruising  over  the  track  indicated  for  one  week,  you  will 
return  to  Boston  and  report  the  result  of  your  cruise.  The  two  revenue 
cutters  from  this  port  will  accompany  you.  I  have  not  ascertained  if 
the  Jeff.  Davis  is  brig  or  schooner  rig. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Commander  Robert  Handy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes ,  off  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


Letter  from  J.  M.  Forbes ,  esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  relative  to  C.  S. 

privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 


Boston,  July  12,  1861. 

Sir:  After  investigating  the  reports  as  to  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis 
and  finding  that  the  vessels  reported  taken  are  on  the  lists  and  were 
in  places  where  they  might  have  been  taken,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
report  is  authentic,  and  accordingly  telegraphed  you  this  morning. 
The  captain  of  the  Jeff.  Davis  is  said  to  be  a  Lieutenant  Posted,  for¬ 
merly  of  U.  S.  Navy,  but  I  can  find  no  such  man  on  the  register. 

Commodore  Hudson  telegraphed  to  Cape  Cod,  and  it  is  supposed 
gave  the  information  to  the  Preble ,  which  sailed  this  morning.  I  have 
telegraphed  to  stop  the  Cambridge  at  Wood’s  Holl  and  hope  to  succeed, 
as  she  would  be  at  a  good  point  there  to  commence  a  cruise  if  you 
should  order  it. 

The  Pembroke  is  the  only  armed  steamer  here.  She  is  refitting  her 
machinery,  but  could  sail  on  Sunday  with  two  24-pound  rifles  added  to 
her  present  armament,  and  two  32’s.  No  other  armed  steamer  on  these 


wa 

It  seems  quite  important  to  improve  all  the  chances,  however  slight, 
of  catching  this  impudent  sea  robber  who  ventures  so  near  our  port. 
Even  if  we  do  not  succeed,  any  activity  shown  now  will  be  known  to 
the  rebels  and  prevent  their  experimenting  in  the  neighborhood. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  M.  Forbes. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Send  any  vessel  you  can 
southeast  of  Nantucket. 


[Telegram.] 

July  12,  1861. 

find  or  hire  after  the  privateer  reported 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Captain  Breese, 

New  York  Navy  Yard. 
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[Telegram.] 


(Received  July  13,  1861,  from  New  York.) 
Although  unprepared  for  a  long  cruise,  Iroquois  can  go  to-day  for 
fortnight.  Shall  L  send  her  this  afternoon? 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

[Endorsement.] 


Need  not  send  the  Iroquois  until  ready,  but  hurry  the  vessel. 

[G.  Y.  F.] 


[Telegram.] 


(Received  July  13,  1861,  from  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.) 
Iroquois  is  ready  and  steam  up;  am  I  to  send  her  after  privateer  or 
not?  None  other  can  be  sent  for  some  days. 

Department  telegram  not  understood;  must  now  detain  Iroquois 
until  Department  is  heard  from. 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram,] 

(Received  July  13,  1861,  from  Boston,  Mass.) 
y incennes and  two  revenue  cutters  went  to  sea  last  night  in  pursuit 
of  rebel  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

W.  L.  Hudson, 

[ Commandant .] 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  Yew  York,  relative  to  sending  U.  8.  8. 

Iroquois  in  search  of  priva  teer. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  July  13, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  Department’s 
two  several  telegrams  of  the  12th  instant,  the  iirst  inquiring  how  soon 
the  Iroquois  would  be  ready  and  the  second  directing  me  to  hire  a  ves¬ 
sel  and  send  her  in  pursuit  of  a  privateer.  To  the  first  I  replied,  in 
view  of  her  going  on  a  regular  and  appointed  cruise,  that  she  would 
leave  for  sea  on  Wednesday  next.  On  the  arrival  of  the  second  dis¬ 
patch,  informing  me  of  your  desire  to  have  a  vessel  dispatched  at  once 
in  pursuit  of  the  privateer,  assured  that  I  could  not  find  a  proper  one 
to  hire  and  then  prepare  a  battery  and  place  it  properly  on  board,  man 
and  provision  her,  etc.,  in  less  time  than  three  days,  1  conceived,  in  the 
absence  of  more  specific  instructions  from  you,  that  the  object  of  the 
Department  would  be  obtained  more  to  its  satisfaction  if  I  dispatched 
the  Iroquois,  whose  few  deficits  in  outfit  might  well  be  dispensed  with 
for  a  fortnight,  or  until  her  coal  was  consumed,  on  this  service.  I  have 
therefore  directed  Commander  Palmer  to  proceed  tins  afternoon  in  the 
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direction  and  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  yonr  last  telegram.  I  enclose 
copy  of  my  instructions  to  him.  Trusting  that  my  action  in  this  will 
be  consonant  with  the  Department’s  views, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  July  13, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  dis¬ 
patch  a  vessel  in  pursuit  of  a  privateer  brig  reported  to  be  cruising  to 
the  southward  and  eastward  of  Nantucket  Shoals.  You  will  therefore 
proceed  with  the  Iroquois  to  that  point,  keeping  a  lookout  for  and 
examining  all  suspicious  vessels,  and  in  the  event  of  your  falling  in 
with  this  or  any  other  privateer  take  possession  of  her  and  send  or 
bring  her  into  port.  The  only  information  with  respect  to  her  that  I 
can  give  you  for  your  guidance  will  be  found  in  the  papers  of  the  day 
with  which  you  are  provided.  You  are  aware  that  a  steamer  privateer 
Sumter  is  reported  to  have  eluded  the  Blockading  Squadron  off  the 
Mississippi,  and  may  also  be  in  the  same  direction.  When  your  coal  is 
about  being  exhausted  you  will  return  to  this  port  to  replenish  and 
obtain  the  few  articles  of  outfit  not  now  quite  prepared. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  inculcate  the  keeping  a  strict  lookout  and  inces¬ 
sant  vigilance. 

Wishing  you  a  fortunate  result  to  your  cruise,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Commander  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois ,  New  York. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York , 
to  send  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois  in  search  of  privateers. 

[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  July  13, 1861. 

The  following  telegraphic  dispatch  has  been  received  from  J.  M. 
Forbes,  Boston: 

Captain  Fifield,  now  here,  was  three  days  on  hoard  privateer,  cruising  along  inner 
edge  of  Gulf  Stream.  Tuesday  night  was  in  latitude  39°,  longitude  67°  30'.  She  is 
full-rigged  brig,  formerly  Echo,  slaver;  has  four  32’s  or  24’s,  one  long  18  pivot  gun, 
all  old,  now  rifled;  crew,  about  70.  Is  receiving  men  from  prizes;  has  had  light 
southerly  winds;  vessels  from  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Wood’s  Holl,  New  York,  Chesa¬ 
peake,  each  running  east,  would  have  good  chance  of  cutting  her  off.  No  news  from 
Cambridge;  Preble  was  notified  yesterday.  Pembroke,  the  only  armed  steamer  here, 
could  start  Sunday  morning.  Ought  to  have  a  naval  officer  on  board. 

Send  the  Iroquois  out  immediately  for  a  ten  days’  cruise. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  Breese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York, 
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Report  of  commandant  navy  yard ,  Boston ,  of  sailing  of  U.  8.  8.  Vin¬ 
cennes  in  search  of  privateer. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Boston, 
Commandant’s  Office,  July  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  in  consequence 
of  the  information  received  here  of  the  capture  of  several  vessels  by  the 
rebel  privateer  Jeff.  Davis ,  off  Nantucket  Shoals,  I  ordered  the  U.  S.  S. 
Vincennes  to  sea  last  night  in  pursuit  of  her.  I  hope  my  action  in  this 
case  will  meet  the  views  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  order  *  given  to  Commander  Handy, 
commanding  the  Vincennes ;  also  copy  of  the  statement  of  Captain 
Fifield  of  brig  John  Welsh ,  captured  by  the  rebel  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

I  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  W.L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Memorandum  from  Captain  Fifield,  of  the  brig  John  Welsh. 

Left  Trinidad,  Cuba,  June  23,  [1861.) 

On  the  6th  July,  latitude  38°  45',  longitude  65°  23',  was  captured  by 
full-rigged  brig  Jeff.  Davis  (formerly  the  slaver  Echo),  Captain  Coxetter ; 
First  Lieutenant  Postell,  formerly  of  the  Navy;  Second  Lieutenant 
Stuart. 

The  J.  D.  mounts  two  32  and  two  24  pounder  smooth-bore  guns  and 
one  long  18,  all  oi  iron;  old  English  guns  and  without  shell.  She 
had  plenty  of  double-barrel  guns,  muskets,  cutlasses,  and  revolvers. 
The  brig’s  masts  do  not  rake  much;  she  has  staysails  between  the 
masts,  and  three  jibs,  besides  a  fore-topmast  staysail. 

The  foresail  and  the  topgallant  sails  are  cotton  duck,  the  rest  are  of 
dark  canvas.  She  has  about  70  men;  not  many  sailors  among  them. 
She  has  10  or  12  marine  guard  among  the  70;  draws  104  feet  water; 
is  all  black,  rusty,  and  old. 

Captain  Fifield  and  3  men,  including  mate,  were  put  on  board  the 
Mary  Goodell,  Captain  McGilvery,  of  New  York,  on  the  9tli  July,  in 
the  evening  (o  p.  m.),  then  in  latitude  39°  10',  longitude  67°  30'.  Also 
Captain  Smith  and  3  men  of  the  brig  J.  W.  Warner  [8.  J.  Wearing !J,  of 
Brookhaven,  from  New  York  for  Montevideo,  taken  on  the  7th  July. 
One  of  her  men  enlisted  in  the  Jeff.  Davis.  Also  Captain  Devereaux 
and  3  of  his  crew  of  the  schooner  Enchantress,  of  Newburyport,  bound 
from  Boston  to  St.  Jago  [Santiago]  de  Cuba,  taken  on  the  6th.  The 
cook,  a  colored  man,  was  left  on  board  the  Enchantress ,  and  on  board 
the  J.  W.  Warner  [?]thecook,  coloredman,  2  seamen,  and  1  passenger 
were  left.  Five  of  the  crew  of  the  Mary  Goodell  joined  the  pirates, 
and  when  they  left  New  York  were  well  armed,  and,  as  was  said  by  one 
of  her  crew,  intended  to  take  her  the  night  of  her  capture  had  not  the 
Jeff.  Davis  done  so. 

The  foregoing  is  the  verbatim  statement  of  Captain  Fifield  of  the 
brig  John  Welsh. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 


See  p.  38. 
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Washington,  July  14, 1861 „ 

Captain  Fifield,  who  was  on  board  the  privateer,  is  at  the  Astor 
House.  Let  Captain  Palmer  see  him,  and  then  proceed  to  sea  in  the 
Iroquois  for  a  ten  days7  cruise. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

For  the  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Captain  Breese, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


[  Telegram.  J 

(Received  July  14,  1861,  from  New  York.) 
Telegrams  received.  Iroquois  lelt  at  8  this  morning. 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

[  Commandant .] 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  commandant ,  navy  yard,  Portsmouth ,  N.  H.,  of  sailing  of 
U.  S.  S.  Marion  in  search  of  privateer. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Portsmouth ,  N.  II.,  July  14,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Marion  sailed  from  the 
lower  harbor  early  this  morning.  1  received  a  telegram  and  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Forbes,  of  Boston,  relative  to  the  privateer  to  the  south  of  Nan¬ 
tucket,  both  of  which  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  [Wm. 
H.]  Ball,  commanding,  and  I  hope  that  he  may  be  able  to  fall  in  with 
her. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Pearson, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commandant. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  July  14, 1861. 

Send  the  Pembroke  out  on  one  week’s  cruise  for  the  privateer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


J.  M.  Forbes,  Boston. 


Communication  from  commandant ,  navy  yard,  Washington ,  to  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  transmitting  information  of  privateers. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  July  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  has  been  handed  to  me  for  transmission  to  the 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commandant. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 


July  13,  1861. 


The  Jeff.  Davis,  privateer,  was  formerly  the  slaver  Echo.  She  left  Charleston 
about  fifteen  days  since  and  passed  out  in  the  night.  Besides  which,  theie  are  now 
three  privateers,  schooner  rigged,  fitting  out  at  Charleston ;  also  the  steamer  Gor¬ 
don,  and  they  were  all  ready  or  nearly  ready  for  sea.  We  further  learn  that  within 
a  few  days  a  schooner,  laden  with  rice,  has  passed  the  bar  bound  to  New  Orleans ; 
another  schooner  was  loading  for  Havana  with  a  cargo  of  rice.  This  business 
should  be  stopped,  and  we  would  suggest  that  a  last  steamer,  under  the  direction  ot 
an  experienced  captain,  one  well  acquainted  with  the  channels,  should  be  dis¬ 
patched  at  once  and  lie  as  near  the  bar  as  possible  every  night,  by  which  means 
these  privateers  and  schooners  can  all  be  captured  on  their  return. 

This  information  is  direct  from  a  person  who  was  in  Charleston 
Tuesday,  the  9th  instant. 


[Telegram.] 

(Beceived  July  15,  1861,  from  Portsmouth.) 
The  Marion  sailed  yesterday  morning.  Her  commander  acquainted 
with  particulars  relative  to  privateer.  The  Dale  will  follow  in  her 
track  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

Gf.  F,  Pearson, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles.  [ Commandant .] 


Letter  from  Hon.  Milton  8.  Latham  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ashing 
convoy  for  California  steamer  Northern  Light. 

Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  In  the  name  of  the  bankers  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  the 
State  of  California,  I  have  to  ask  you  to  send  a  war  steamer  to  con¬ 
voy  the  California  steamer  leaving  Aspinwall  about  24tli  instant 
through  the  West  India  Islands.  The  steamer  Northern  Light ,  leaving 
Aspinwall  as  above  stated,  will  have  on  board  over  $2,000,000  and 
near  1,000  passengers,  holding  from  $100,000  to  $200,000  more.  The 
pirate  Sumter  is  cruising  south  of  Cuba  and  will  no  doubt  be  on  the 
alert  to  seize  this  valuable  cargo. 

I  do  hope,  sir,  you  will  order  a  steamer  at  once  to  act  as  an  escort. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Milton  S.  Latham. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
urging  measures  for  protection  of  commerce. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Executive  Department ,  Boston ,  July  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  view  of  the  exploits  of  Southern  privateers  within  the 
last  few  days  off  our  coast,  a  feeling  of  apprehension  has  come  to  per¬ 
vade  our  mercantile  community,  surpassing  anything  which  it  has 
experienced  during  the  progress  of  hostilities  thus  far.  There  is  seri¬ 
ous  trouble  among  all  our  insurance  companies,  caused  by  the  actual 
presence  of  a  danger  which  they  had  confided  in  our  naval  efficiency 
to  avert,  and  there  exists  throughout  every  branch  of  trade  which  is 
connected  with  our  shipping  an  uneasiness  which  finds  vent  in  anxious 
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looks  and  words  and  expressions  of  indignation  that  the  most  stringent 
measures  are  not  adopted  to  strengthen  the  blockade  and  to  scour 
every  privateer  from  our  seas. 

I  act  no  less  as  an  exponent  of  public  sentiment  than  of  my  own 
feelings  when  I  say  to  you  that  this  community  to  the  last  man  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  sustain  the  administration,  in  its  utmost  endeavors,  no  matter 
what  the  sacrifice,  no  matter  what  the  cost,  to  hermetically  seal  the 
Southern  ports  5  and  that  it  is  a  universal  belief  in  this  community  that 
more  extensive  means  of  naval  force  are  needed  than  are  afforded  by 
our  ships  of  war  now  in  commission. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  again  invite  your  attention  to  the 
steamers  Cambridge  and  Pembroke,  which  this  Commonwealth  offers  to 
sell  to  the  United  States,  and  also  to  recall  to  mind  the  propositions  for 
arming,  equiping,  and  maintaining  a  fleet  of  small,  light,  swift- sailing 
vessels,  to  cooperate  in  the  blockade,  which  have  been  made  to  the 
Navy  Department  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Boston. 

If  you  will  pardon  me  for  addressing  to  you  familiarly  my  opinions 
on  this  subject  (and  I  believe  that  they  are  coincident  with  those  of 
most  of  our  merchants),  I  think  that  while  it  is  eminently  desirable  to 
increase  our  national  steam  marine,  nevertheless  if  there  are  not  now 
on  hand  steam  vessels  to  do  a  work  which  sailing  vessels  can  do — i.  e., 
to  complete  the  blockade — it  is  a  matter  of  more  importance  to  use  the 
sailing  vessels  for  that  purpose  immediately  than  to  wait  for  steam 
gunboats  to  be  completed  for  it. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

John  A.  Andrew. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  s. — The  whole  blockade  could  be  maintained  by  our  New  England 
coasters  acting  as  a  naval  corps  of  volunteers,  if  only  authorized  and 
empowered  by  papers  from  the  Government.  The  skippers  and  men 
are  keen  and  brave,  the  vessels  strong  and  of  light  draft. 

J.  A.  A. 


Letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Philadelphia  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  requesting  that  guns  be  furnished  to  coal  vessels. 

Custom-House,  Philadelphia, 

Collectors  Office ,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Captain  George  W.  Edge  and  the  owners  of  the  ship  John  Carver, 
now  loading  with  coal  for  the  gulf  fleet,  desire  to  be  furnished  with 
2  guns  suitable  for  the  protection  of  their  vessel  during  the  voyage. 
They  will  give  ample  security  for  the  safe  return  of  the  guns. 

Captain  James  O’Neil  and  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Jamestown  for 
Key  West,  also  loading  with  coal  for  the  Government,  decline  proceed¬ 
ing  on  the  voyage  unless  they  are  in  some  way  secured  from  loss  from 
capture  by  the  pirates  now  infesting  that  region.  I  fear  unless  some¬ 
thing  is  done  to  secure  the  owners  of  vessels  with  supplies  for  our  fleet 
against  loss,  supplies  will  be  cut  off. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Thomas, 

Collector. 


Hon.  S.  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  Treasury. 
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[First  endorsement.] 

The  owners  of  the  coal  transports  can  he  supplied  with  the  small 
guns  not  required  for  the  naval  service;  but  where  the  carriages  and 
equipments  are  not  on  hand  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  go  out¬ 
side  of  the  navy  yards  to  have  the  work  performed. 

Should  this  course  be  determined  upon  by  the  Department,  its  special 
authority  will  be  necessary  in  case  the  expense  is  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
Government.  The  precedent  involves  an  unknown  but  probably  large 
expense,  which  deserves  consideration. 

Yery  respectfully  submitted. 

Andw.  A.  Harwood, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

[Second  endorsement.] 


The  John  Carver  is  the  ship  that  has  chartered  to  go  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi.  If  they  are  not  willing  to  take  the  coal  let  them  put 
it  out.  J-  L‘ 


Report  of  commandant  of  navy  yard,  Portsmouth ,  of  sailing  of  the  U.  S. 
S.  Bale  in  search  of  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Yaw  Yard, 

Portsmouth ,  .Y.  if.,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Dale  sailed  from  this  yard  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  Pearson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron ,  of  arrival  in  Mexico  from  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands, 
and  the  absence  of  privateers  in  the  Pacific. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Harbor  of  Acapulco,  July  IS,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  here 
on  the  15th  instant  with  the  Lancaster,  in  twenty  eight  days  from 
Honolulu,  en  route  for  Panama.  I  have  found  the  Cyane  and  Narra- 
gansett  at  anchor  in  this  port,  the  latter  having  recently  arrived  from 
Panama,  for  the  relief  of  the  Cyane.  The  steamer  Wyoming  also 
reached  here  on  the  16tli  instant  from  Panama  en  route  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  for  the  protection  of  mail  steamers  and  onr  commercial  interests 
on  that  coast,  and  will  proceed  to  her  destination  immediately  after 
replenishing  her  supply  of  coal. 

Deeming  it  important  to  provide  for  the  security  of  our  commerce 
in  the  Gulf  of  California  and  to  guard  against  piratical  intrusions  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cape  San  Lucas,  near  to  which  our  mail  steamers 
necessarily  pass  in  their  transit  to  and  from  San  Francisco,  I  have 
ordered  Commander  Bissell  (previously  under  orders  to  return  to 
Panama)  to  proceed  with  the  Cyane  on  that  service. 
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During  my  late  cruise  to  the  islands  and  from  thence  to  this  port  I 
have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any  privateer  in  the  Pacific.  The 
prevalence  of  calms  and  very  ligdit  winds  along  this  coast  would 
render  all  attempts  by  sailing  vessels  to  interfere  with  the  transit  of 
mail  steamers  between  Acapulco  and  Panama  perfectly  useless;  and 
the  utter  impracticability  of  obtaining  coal,  except  from  Government 
or  steamship  company’s  depots,  renders  it  quite  certain  that  steamers 
will  not  be  nsed  for  privateering  in  the  Pacific. 

I  am  informed,  sir,  of  the  existence  of  an  order  issued  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  officers  and  crews  of 
the  squadron  under  my  command.  I  am  truly  happy  to  hear  it.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  order  or  any  official  notice  of  its  existence. 
I  hope  to  reach  Panama  in  ten  or  twelve  days  and  will  then  carefully 
attend  to  that  and  all  other  instructions  awating  me  at  that  place, 
and  have  no  doubt  of  then  having  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  enthusi¬ 
astic  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  all  on  board  of  the  Lancaster.  I  liave 
no  reason  to  believe,  sir,  that  the  honor  of  my  flagship  will  be  impaired 
by  a  single  exception. 

#####*# 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Curasao  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  St. 

Thomas ,  containing  information  regarding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Curasao,  July  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  to  acquaint  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  the  steamer 
Sumter ,  Commander  R.  Semmes,  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Confederate 
States,  on  the  17th  instant,  from  New  Orleans,  last  from  Cienfuegos  de 
Cuba. 

At  first  an  entry  was  refused,  as  she  hove  in  sight  about  7  p.m.,  and 
the  governor  did  not  think  fit  to  admit  her  without  consulting  the 
colonial  court,  but  she  waited  outside  until  morning  and  sent  a  dis¬ 
patch  with  an  officer  on  shore  to  the  governor,  when  the  court  met, 
and  it  was  decided  that  she  should  enter  the  port,  being  a  man-of-war 
vessel. 

The  said  steamer  is  now  lying  in  this  harbor.  She  will  take  on  board 
115  tons  of  coal  and  then  proceed  again  to  sea,  and  it  is  reported  that 
she  intends  to  cruise  in  the  Mona  Passage  so  as  to  capture  American 
vessels.  According  to  the  report  of  her  own  officers  to  parties  here,  they 
have  already  taken  seven  American  vessels  and  sold  them  with  their 
cargoes  at  Cienfuegos  de  Cuba,  and  delivered  to  the  consul  at  said  port 
the  masters  and  crews  to  be  sent  home. 

It  is  believed  here  that  this  steamer  will  again  visit  this  port  when 
she  requires  a  new  supply  of  coal,  being  already  aware  ot  her  free 
entry,  consequently  you  will  please  inform  this  to  any  coinmandei  ot 
our  war  vessels,  should  there  be  one  or  more  with  you,  so  that  they 
may  do  the  needful  in  behalf  of  our  Government.  xou  will  also 
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request  him  to  come  this  way,  as  his  presence  here  will  interfere  consider¬ 
ably  in  the  return  of  the  steamer,  and  if  she  returns  the  needful  may 
be  done  to  capture  her. 

I  have  this  day  written  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  also  to  tlie 
consul  general  at  Havana,  communicating  these  facts,  and  as  these 
dispatches  are  of  importance  I  beg  to  enclose  them  to  you,  requesting 
you  to  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible  and  advise  me  the  amount  ot 
postage  to  be  remitted. 

I  shall  keep  you  posted  up  by  every  mail  and  request  you  to  do  the 
same  with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

Moses  Jesitrun, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

J.  T.  Edgar,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Consul ,  8t.  Thomas. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Scott ,  TJ.  8.  Navy , 

commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State ,  to  search  for  C.  8.  S.  Sumter ,  etc. 

Navy  Department,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
your  vessel  is  ready,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  the  pirate  Sumter 
and  giving  protection  to  the  next  treasure  ship  from  Aspinwall. 

Mr.  McLane,  the  president  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
informs  the  Department  that  the  Northern  Light  leaves  Aspinwall 
about  the  25th  instant  and  comes  up  through  the  Mayaguana  [Mari- 
guana]  jiassage  for  New  York.  If  the  Keystone  State  had  been  ready 
in  time,  you  would  have  been  ordered  to  Aspinwall  to  convoy  the  treas¬ 
ure  steamer  to  New  York.  Now,  however,  you  will  proceed  through 
the  Mayaguana  [Mariguana]  passage  to  the  east  end  of  Cuba  and  Haiti, 
searching  carefully  for  the  Sumter ,  which  is  a  black  propeller,  bark  or 
brig  rigged,  and  carrying  one  68-pounder  and  four  32’s. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  this  island  the  Department  wishes  you  to 
meet  tn Northern  Light  and  convoy  her  through  all  the  islands,  when, 
if  no  information  is  obtained  of  the  Sumter ,  you  will  proceed  to  Jamaica 
to  coal,  thence  to  St.  Thomas,  and  return  through  the  islands  to  Havana 
and  Key  West,  where  you  will  report  for  the  Gulf  Squadron.  It  is, 
however,  the  direction  of  the  Department  after  you  have  protected  the 
treasure  steamer,  that  you  should  continue  the  search  for  the  pirate 
Sumter  until  something  definite  is  obtaiued  of  her  end,  and  the  exact 
route  you  will  pursue  is  left  to  your  judgment,  after  obtaining  all  the 
information  you  can  in  the  West  Indies.  If  you  have  time  to  reach 
Kingston  and  coal  and  return  to  the  neighborhood  of  Navassa  by  the 
morning  of  the  28th  instant,  you  may  do  so. 

As  the  treasure  ships  have  orders  to  avoid  all  vessels,  you  may  have 
some  difficulty  in  communicating  with  her. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  G.  H.  Scott, 

Commanding  Keystone  State,  Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  commandant  of  navy  yard ,  Boston ,  of  return  of  U.  8.  8.  Vin¬ 
cennes  from  search  for  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

IT.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Boston, 

Commandant’s  Office,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Vincennes  arrived 
here  this  morning  at  10  o’clock  after  an  unsuccessful  cruise  in  search 
of  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis.  She  will  be  dispatched  to  sea  as  soon  as 
practicable,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  you. 

Inclosed  please  find  Commander  Handy’s  report  of  the  cruise. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.  ] 

TJ.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Vincennes, 

Off  Navy  Yard,  Boston ,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  ship  after 
an  eight  days’  cruise.  Agreeably  to  yuiir  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
proceeded  to  sea  and  cruised  125  miles  southeast  of  Nantucket  South 
Shoal  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis ,  reported 
to  have  been  in  that  vicinity,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  could  not 
ascertain  anything  in  relation  to  her  from  the  vessels  that  were  fell  in 
with  by  us.  During  the  cruise  we  spoke  the  following  vessels:  On  the 
16th  instant,  the  bark  Benjamin  Burgess ,  of  and  from  Boston,  bound  to 
Cienfuegos;  the  English  brig  Edith  Ann,  from  the  Virgin  Isles,  bound 
to  Westport,  Nova  Scotia.  On  17th  instant  spoke  pilot  boat  No.  5  and 
passed  through  a  large  fleet  of  fishing  vessels.  On  the  18th  spoke  the 
schooner  E.  Cline,  of  Bangor,  from  Elizabethport,  bound  to  Salem,  and 
a  schooner,  whose  name  was  not  understood,  that  was  bound  to  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robt.  Handy, 

Commander. 

Captain  Wi.  L.  Hudson, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard  and  Station ,  Boston,  Mass. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Iroquois, 
of  return  from  cruise  in  search  of  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

IT.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

New  Yorlc,  July  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  from  a  cruise  of  ten  days, 
which  I  have  made  agreeably  to  your  directions,  and  regret  to  state 
that,  after  overhauling  and  examining  every  vessel  that  at  all  answered 
the  description  of  the  privateer,  I  could  learn  nothing  of  her. 

I  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  me  from  the  chief  engineer,  showing 
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the  repairs  that  are  still  necessary  for  our  engine  and  boilers,  and  which 
he  tells  me  will  occupy  at  least  a  week’s  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  S.  L.  Breese, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  New  Yorlc. 


Statement  of  circumstances  attending  capture  of  brig  Wm.  McGilvery  by 
the  C.  S.  privateer  Gordon ,  July  25,  1861. 

Brig  Wm.  McGilvery ,  Hiram  Carlisle,  master,  sailed  from  Cardenas 
July  19  with  a  cargo  of  315  hogsheads  and  23  tierces  of  molasses,  bound 
for  Boston. 

On  the  25th  July,  about  40  miles  E.  by  S.  from  Hatteras,  was  fired 
at  by  the  privateer  steamer  Gordon,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  The  first  shot 
fell  short,  the  second  went  between  the  head  stays  and  foresail.  We 
then  hove  to,  when  the  steamer  came  up  alongside  and  ordered  us  to 
launch  our  boat  and  the  captain  and  4  men  to  go  on  board  the 
steamer.  This  1  refused  to  do,  when  he  threatened  to  sink  us.  After 
being  so  threatened,  ordered  out  the  boat  and  took  four  men  and  went 
on  board.  At  the  same  time  they  sent  a  boat  with  six  men  on  board 
the  brig,  armed  with  cutlasses,  pistols,  and  bowie knives,  wore  the  brig 
round  with  her  head  to  the  westward,  took  her  in  tow,  and  towed  her 
into  Hatteras  Inlet.  Upon  anchoring  they  sent  us  ashore  to  the  fort, 
and  after  about  three  hours  they  sent  us  oft'  to  the  steamer,  where  we 
were  putin  irons  for  the  night.  Next  morning  the  irons  were  removed 
and  we  were  sent  outto  the  brig  under  a  guard  of  four  armed  men,  where 
we  remained  four  days,  when  they  gave  us  a  pass  by  steamer  Albemarle 
to  New  Berne,  N.  C.  Remained  there  eight  days;  was  at  liberty  all  the 
time;  was  provided  there  by  the  quartermaster.  Left  there  August 
10  on  schooner  Priscilla ,  of  Baltimore,  which  vessel  had  been  seized  as 
a  prize,  but  afterwards  released.  The  C.  S.  Government  paid  our  pas¬ 
sage  to  Baltimore. 

They  keptthe  captain’s  firearms,  consisting  of  single-barrel  gun  and 
5-barrel  Colt’s  revolver ;  also  his  nautical  instruments,  consisting  [of] 
chronometer  and  spyglass;  also  a  box  of  sugar  belonging  to  captain. 
Gave  up  charts,  quadrants,  and  books. 

At  Hatteras  Inlet  there  are  14  feet  [of]  water.  The  privateer  force 
consists  of  four  steamers,  sometimes  as  many  as  G,  besides  several  small 
sailing  vessels,  sent  as  pilot  boats,  etc.  When  leaving  there  they  had 
sixteen  prizes  in  all. 

If  this  place  had  been  properly  blockaded,  none  of  these  prizes  could 
have  been  taken  in  there. 

Hiram  Carlisle, 
Master  Brig  Wm.  McGilvery. 


[  Endorsement.  ] 


Captain  Carlisle  made  the  above  statement  to  me  in  New  York  Fri¬ 
day.  1  have  known  him  several  years.  He  is  a  very  reliable  man  and 
his  statement  cau  be  relied  upon. 

S.  P.  Brown, 

Navy  Agent. 
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Letter  f  rom  C.  II .  Smith  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  regard¬ 
ing  capture  of  schooner  Nathaniel  Chase  by  the  C,  S.  privateer  Mariner, 

July  25,1861. 

Brooklyn,  August  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  to  the  Government,  through  you,  that  I  was 
captured  ou  the  25th  of  July  last,  in  the  schooner  Nathaniel  Chase, 
commanded  by  Captain  Daniel  Doane,  off  Ocracoke  Inlet,  by  the  Confed¬ 
erate  privateer  Mariner,  Captain  Berry,  mounting  two  12-pounders  and 
one  ride  gun,  with  a  crew  of  about  eighteen  men,  from  Ocracoke.  1  was 
taken  to  HatterasNew  Inlet,  where,  with  the  exception  of  from  five  to  six 
days  in  going  to  and  returning  from  Baleigh,  where  I  had  to  go  under 
guard  to  get  my  passport,  I  was  detained  until  the  12th  of  this  month. 
I  left  Hatteras  on  the  12th  on  a  Baltimore  schooner,  and  landed  at  that 
place  on  the  10th.  The  Confederates  at  Hatteras  New  Inlet  have  one 
fort  of  10  guns  and  one  of  6,  and  a  garrison  of  250  men,  in  charge  of  a 
Major  Andrews. 

The  inlet  permits  vessels  of  13  feet  to  enter  over  the  bar.  Inside  I 
left  three  privateers,  consisting  of  the  steamers  Cordon,  Wilson  [  Wins- 
loic],  and  Mariner.  The  Gordon  has  a  crew  of  50  men.  There  were  two 
brigs  and  two  schooners,  prizes,  lying  there.  The  shell  from  the  frigate 
that  fired  on  the  port  about,  the  28th  of  July,  with  one  exception,  took 
effect  on  the  fort.  The  garrison  was  in  daily  expectation  of  another 
attack.  A  ship  could  lie  with  safety  about  2  miles  from  the  fort.  These 
privateers,  except  the  Gordon,  go  in  and  out  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  as  they 
draw  but  9  to  10  feet  water.  It  was  represented  to  me  by  some  of  the 
crews  of  these  vessels  that  they  would  make  an  attempt  to  unitedly 
make  an  attack  on  the  Daylight  when  she  should  appear  off.  It  was 
also  told  me  that  a  number  of  small  steamers  were  constructing  to  be 
sent  down  the  sound,  for  the  purpose  of  lying  in  wait  and  running  out 
from  Hatteras  daily,  for  the  purpose  of  making  prizes. 

At  Ocracoke  there  is  no  battery,  but  a  force  of  600  men  as  a  guard 
under  a  Captain  [Thomas?]  Sparrow.  From  Hatteras  Inlet  a  picket 
guard  is  placed  9  miles  north  toward  the  cape.  A  lookout  is  kept  at 
the  light-house  on  the  cape  and  signals  made  from  them  to  the  inlet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  H.  Smith. 

Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Capture  of  C.  S.  privateer  Petrel,  William  Perry  commanding ,  by  the 
U.  S.  S.  St.  Laivrence ,  Captain  Purviance,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding, 
July  28,  1861. 

(No  report.  ) 

Abstract  of  log  of  U  S.  S.  St.  Lawrence,  Captain  H.  Y.  Purviance  commanding. 

July  28,  1861. — Off  Charleston.  At  6  a.  m.  commenced  chasing  sail 
off  lee  bow.  At  10  came  up  with  her,  when  she  hoisted  the  Confed¬ 
erate  flag  and  fired  a  gun.  Beat  to  quarters  and  commenced  firing. 
The  schooner  fired  three  shots,  one  of  which  passed  through  the  main¬ 
sail  and  took  a  splinter  out  of  the  main  yard.  The  schooner  hauled 
down  her  flag  after  receiving  two  shots,  one  of  which  struck  her  bows, 
and  she  sunk  from  the  effects  of  it  at  10:30.  Got  out  the  boats  and 
picked  up  the  crew.  She  proved  to  be  the  Petrel ,  ot  Charleston. 
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Letter  from  Captain  Hull ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Savannah , 
to  Flag-Officer  String  ham,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Atlantic  Block¬ 
ading  Squadron,  on  the  capture  of  the  American  schooner  Protector  by 
the  C.  S.  privateer  Gordon,  July  28, 1861. 


U.  S.  S.  Savannah,  At  Sea,  August  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  on  the  1st  instant,  while  I 
was  near  Oregon  Inlet,  north  of  Cape  Hatteras,  a  small  boat  bearing  a 
white  flag  came  alongside  of  the  Savannah.  Captain  T.  J.  Lmnekin, 
who  was  in  the  boat  with  three  men,  late  of  the  American  schooner 
Protector ,  of  Philadelphia,  from  Matanzas,  with  a  cargo  of  fruit,  and 
bound  to  Philadelphia,  informed  me  that  his  vessel  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  on  the  28th  ultimo,  a  short  distance  from  Cape  Hatteras,  by 
the  privateer  Gordon ,  of  three  guns  and  about  500  tons,  and  taken  into 
Hatteras  Inlet.  After  being  detained  a  few  days  he  was  released  with 
his  men  and  given  some  of  his  effects  and  furnished  with  a  pass 
or  release  from  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Berne.  He  had 
passed  up  Pamlico  Sound  to  Oregon  Inlet,  where  his  pass  was  endorsed 
by  the  commanding  officer,  and  he  permitted  to  pass  on.  He  came 
alongside  to  notify  me  of  the  circumstances,  and  was  on  his  way  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay.  He  informed  me  that  there  were  a  large  number  of 
small  vessels  fitted  as  privateers  and  running  out  from  the  inlets  south 
of  Cape  Hatteras  in  the  morning  and  returning  at  night  with  their 
prizes,  and  that  a  good  many  American  vessels  had  been  captured  in 
this  way. 

The  inlets  were  Hatteras  and  Ocraeoke,  where  there  were  strong  bat¬ 
teries  erected.  I  have  seen  no  vessels  of  suspicious  appearance  except 
one  brig,  which  ran  aground  on  the  Wimble  Shoals  while  I  was  in  chase 
of  her,  and  Captain  Goldsborough,  of  the  Union,  afterwards  set  fire  to 
her,  and  she  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge. 

I  am  glad  to  say  we  are  all  well. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


Flag- Officer  S.  H.  Stringham, 

Commanding  Atlantic  Blockading 


J.  B.  Hull, 

Captain. 

Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

District  of  North  Carolina, 

Newbern,  July  29,  1861. 

Whereas  schooner  Protector  was  captured  by  privateer  steamer 
Gordon  on  the  28th  July,  the  following  crew  on  board,  that  is,  T.  J. 
Lmnekin,  master,  Thos.  Boss,  mate,  David  S.  Hart,  cook,  Eugene 
U  nenca,  seaman,  the  said  crew  being  on  board  a  private  unarmed  vessel 
not  in  the  employment  of  the  United  States,  the  vessel  being  a  vessel 
trading  between  Philadelphia  and  the  West  Indies: 

N'T°1W>  therefore,  I,  Wesley  Jones,  marshal  of  the  district  of  North 
Carolina  for  the  said  Confederate  States,  do,  in  the  name  of  said  States, 
discharge  the  said  prisoners  from  arrest  in  this  case. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  New  Berne  this  day  and  date  above  written. 

Wesley  Jones, 

C.  S.  Marshal. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific 

Squadron,  of  arrival  at  Panama ,  transmitting  copies  of  additional 

instructions  to  commanders  of  United  States  vessels  on  the  coast  of 

Mexico  and  California. 

II.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  July  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  day  of  the  flagship 
Lancaster  at  this  anchorage  in  nine  days  from  Acapulco. 

My  dispatch  No.  92,  forwarded  per  last  mail  from  Acapulco,  notified 
the  Department  of  my  meeting  in  that  port  with  the  sloop  Cyane  and 
steamers  Wyoming  and  Narragansett ,  en  route  to  different  points  for 
the  protection  of  our  Pacific  mail  steamers,  etc.;  and  subsequently  I 
received  a  letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sumner,  dated  July  10,  enclos¬ 
ing  copy  of  an  order  from  the  War  Department,  instructing  him  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  naval  commander  on  this  station  in  preventing 
any  plans  the  secessionists  of  our  country  may  attempt  to  execute  for 
subjugating  or  annexing  Lower  California  to  the  so-called  Southern 
Confederacy,  and  also  a  copy  of  your  letter,  dated  June  10,  and 
enclosure,  relative  to  supposed  designs  of  the  secessionists  upon  that 
Mexican  province,  and  directing  my  u  special  attention  ”  toward  any 
such  movements  in  that  quarter. 

Deeming  it  important,  sir,  to  prosecute  my  original  design  of  proceed¬ 
ing  to  this  port,  in  order  at  the  earliest  moment  to  obtain  dispatches 
awaiting  me  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Bitfiiie,  I  issued  additional 
instructions  in  reference  to  supposed  hostile  designs  upon  Lower  Cali¬ 
fornia  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  now  cruising  on  the  coasts 
of  Mexico  and  California  (copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted), 
and  sailed  on  the  20th  instant  from  Acapulco  in  company  with  the 
Wyoming ,  bound  to  her  assigned  cruising  ground  off  the  port  of  San 
Francisco. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant,  it  was  my  purpose  only  to  await  here  the  arrival  of  the  return 
mail  from  the  United  States,  and  then,  if  not  otherwise  directed  by  the 
Department,  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Lower  California  and  give  my 
personal  attention  to  the  security  of  all  our  interests  in  that  quarter, 
but  a  casualty  of  a  very  serious  nature  to  the  steamer  Saranac,  causing 
a  leak  which  may  require  her  to  proceed  to  San  Francisco  for  repairs, 
will  impose  upon  me  the  necessity  of  remaining  in  charge  of  our  inter¬ 
ests  at  this  port  and  on  the  isthmus  until  the  St.  Mary's  (now  at  Mare 
Island)  shall  have  relieved  the  Cyane,  off  Cape  San  Lucas,  when  the 
latter  will  proceed  to  Panama. 

Of  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  Saranac  from  striking  the  bottom 
in  a  heavy  swell  at  her  anchorage,  a  special  report  will  be  made  so 
soon  as  the  nature  of  them  can  be  ascertained,  for  which  immediate 
measures  will  be  taken,  in  time,  I  hope,  by  the  ensuing  mail. 

For  the  information  of  the  Department  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a 
letter  received  at  Honolulu  from  Thomas  Miller,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at 
Hilo,  reporting  the  recent  discovery  of  a  large  lower  mast  drifted  upon 
the  southern  shore  of  the  island  of  Hawaii,  said  by  the  natives  to  have 
been  thrown  up  in  February  or  March  last,  the  description  of  which 
is  believed  to  correspond  with  that  of  the  lost  sloop  Levant.  As  I 
could  not,  without  a  sacrifice  of  time  incompatible  with  my  duty  and 
earnest  desire  to  hasten  my  return  to  the  coast,  proceed  to  Hilo,  I 
wrote  to  Consul  Miller  requesting  him  to  communicate  to  me  additional 
information  in  regard  to  the  mast,  and  to  apprise  me  of  all  intelligence 
he  may  hereafter  receive  in  reference  to  the  lost  ship  Levant. 
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The  Fourth  of  July  was  duly  observed  ou  board  the  Lancaster ,  at 
sea,  by  the  display  of  our  national  flag  at  the  masthead,  reading  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  a  salute  at  meridian. 

1  have  respectfully  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  transfer  of  the 
following  officers  of  this  squadron,  rendered  necessary  by  the  return 
of  Lieutenants  Meade  and  Van  Zandt  to  the  United  States  under 
medical  condemnation,  and  the  resignation  of  Surgeon  Green,  late  of 
the  Saranac ,  viz,  Lieutenant  Fitzhugh  and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon 
Hord  from  the  Lancaster  to  the  Cyane ;  Surgeon  Harlan  from  the  Cyane 
to  the  steamer  Saranac;  orders  dated  at  Acapulco,  respectively,  July 
19  and  16. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Harbor  of  Acapulco,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir:  Officially  apprised  of  the  probability  that  privateers  under  the 
secession  flag  have  been  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the 
United  States  mail  steamers,  in  their  transit  with  treasure  from  San 
Francisco,  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  sloop  Cyane ,  under  your 
command,  to  Gape  San  Lucas,  and,  cruising  in  that  vicinity,  afford 
every  protection  in  your  power  to  said  steamers,  and  as  far  as  will  con¬ 
sist  with  the  faithful  performance  of  this  duty  you  will  also  give  your 
attention  to  the  security  of  our  commercial  interests  in  the  Gulf  of 
California.  You  will  endeavor  always  to  sight  the  steamers  while 
passing  Cape  San  Lucas  and  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  for  obtaining  and  forwarding  your  mails. 

I  am  informed  by  Brigadier -Gen era!  E.  V.  Sumner,  commanding  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  the  existence  of  a  report  that 
Colonel  Van  Dorn,  of  the  secession  army,  has  been  seen  at  the  head  of 
1,300  men  on  the  road  between  San  Antonio  and  El  Paso,  from  which, 
together  with  the  information  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  inferred  that  an  attempt  to 
subjugate  Lower  California  may  be  contemplated  by  the  secessionists 
This  must  not  be  allowed  if  in  our  power  to  prevent  it;  therefore, 
should  any  such  exigency  arise,  you  will  promptly,  in  cooperation  with 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  or  otherwise,  do  all  in  your  power  to 
counteract  and  prevent  the  execution  of  any  such  purpose  by  troops 
in  the  service  of  States  claiming  to  have  seceded  from  our  Federal 
Union. 

You  will  please  write  to  me  by  every  mail,  and  promptly  com¬ 
municate  whatever  may  seem  to  render  my  immediate  presence  with 
the  flagship,  on  this  part  of  the  coast  or  in  the  Gulf  of  California, 
important  to  the  public  interests. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Simon  B.  Bissell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Cyane,  Harbor  of  Acapulco,  Mexico. 
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U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Harbor  of  Acapulco,  July  20,  1861. 

Sir:  1  liave  been  officially  informed  by  Brigadier-General  E.  Y. 
Sumner,  commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  the  existence 
of  a  report  that  Colonel  Van  Dorn,  of  the  secession  army,  has  been 
seen  at  the  head  of  1,300  men  on  the  road  between  San  Antonio  and 
El  Paso,  from  which,  together  with  the  information  contained  in  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  the  Navy  Department,  it  is 
inferred  that  an  attempt  to  subjugate  Lower  California  may  be  con¬ 
templated  by  the  secessionists.  This  must  not  be  allowed  if  in  our 
power  to  prevent  it;  therefore,  should  any  such  exigency  arise,  you 
will  promptly,  in  cooperation  with  the  troops  of  the  United  States  or 
otherwise,  do  all  in  your  power  to  counteract  and  prevent  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  any  such  purpose  by  troops  in  the  service  of  States  claiming  to 
have  seceded  from  our  Federal  Union. 

You  will  please  write  to  me  by  every  mail  and  promptly  communi¬ 
cate  whatever  may  seem  to  render  my  immediate  presence  with  the 
flagship,  on  this  part  of  the  coast  or  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  important 
to  the  public  interests. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Timothy  A.  Hunt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett ,  Harbor  of  Acapulco,  Mexico. 

Lieutenant  F.  K.  Murray, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming,  Harbor  of  Acapulco ,  Mexico. 


Report  of  Commander  Scott,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Kingston ,  Jamaica ,  July  31,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  entered  the  Mayaguana  [Mari- 
guanaj  Passage  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant,  and  made  the 
east  end  of  Cuba  the  same  evening,  and  searched  carefully  between 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Haiti,  running  to  the  southward  so  far  as 
Navassa,  until  the  night  of  the  28th.  Nothing  was  seen  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Light  or  the  pirate  Sumter,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  the  former 
must  liave  taken  some  other  route,  as  both  islands  were  kept  in  sight 
during  the  night  of  the  27th  and  day  of  the  28th,  when  it  was  deemed 
unnecessary  to  continue  the  search. 

I  then  proceeded  to  this  island  and  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
29th.  Considerable  difficulty  and  detention  has  occurred  in  procuring 
coal, there  being  but  a  limited  supply  here,  and  that  of  an  inferior  quality 
at  high  rates.  I  shall  therefore  not  take  a  full  supply.  The  paymaster 
has  only  $200  on  hand,  and  a  draft  will  be  given  on  the  Department 
tor  the  payment  of  the  coal.  1  shall  sail  to-morrow  morning  for  St. 
Thomas  and  continue  the  search  for  the  Sumter  until  something  defi¬ 
nite  is  ascertained  of  her. 

In  the  hurried  departure  from  Philadelphia  many  small  articles  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  efficiency  of  the  ship  were  not  received,  and  must  be 
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purchased,  which  it  is  hoped  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department. 
The  officers  and  crew  enjoy  good  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W< ashington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  relative  to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  and  privateers. 


IT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Island  of  St.  Thomas ,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th.  We  are  now  coaling,  and  as  soon  as  the  ship  is  hlled  I  shall 
again  proceed  in  search  of  the  Sumter. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  communication  to  the  consul  of  this 
port  that  she  coaled  at  Curasao  on  the  17th  of  July,  and  by  the  enclosed 
article  from  a  Trinidad  paper  that  she  coaled  at  that  point  on  or  about 
the  30th  ^of  July. 

The  privateer  Jeff.  Davis  I  learn  was  on  the  north  side  of  Puerto  Rico 
a  short  time  since,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  vessels  passing  through 
the  Mona  Passage.  I  shall  therefore  run  down  the  north  side  of  Puerto 
Rico,  pass  through  the  Mona  Passage,  and  from  thence  to  Curagao  and 
such  other  points  as  may  be  deemed  best. 

I  am  led  to  believe  the  Sumter  will  continue  about  the  Leeward 
Islands,  where  coal  can  be  had,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  steamers.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  an  additional 
force  may  be  directed  to  cruise  in  search  of  her. 

I  visited  the  governor  yesterday,  and  from  his  conversation  I  am  sat¬ 
isfied  that  coal  will  also  be  furnished  here  if  required  by  the  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  Pacific 
Squadron,  to  Commander  Middleton,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  JJ.  S. 
sloop  St.  Martfs,  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  JJ.  S.  S.  Cyane,  off  Cape 
San  Lucas ,  and  transmitting  f  urther  instructions. 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  moment  you  have  prepared  the  U.  S.  sloop  St.  Mamfs  for 
service  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  relief  of  the  Cyane,  Com¬ 
mander  Bissell,  cruising  off  Cape  San  Lucas.  Should  you  not  fall  in 
with  the  Cyane  at  the  point  indicated  or  at  the  anchorage  of  San  Jose 
(Lower  California),  you  will  probably  find  her  at  Mazatlan,  to  which 
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port  you  will  proceed,  and,  upon  relieving  Commander  Bissell,  hand  to 
him  the  enclosed  order  to  repair  with  his  ship  to  Panama.  Enclosed 
herewith  are  instructions  for  your  government  in  prosecuting  the  duties 
assigned  you. 

You  will  please,  sir,  keep  me  informed  by  mail  of  your  proceedings. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[J.  B.  Montgomery,] 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  /Squadron. 

Commander  Edward  Middleton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  /Sloop  St.  Marys ,  San  Francisco ,  Cal. 

[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  Upon  being  relieved  by  Commander  Middleton,  of  the  St.  Mary’s, 
you  will  proceed  with  the  Cyane,  under  your  command,  with  all  practi¬ 
cable  dispatch,  via  Manzanillo  and  Acapulco,  to  this  port  and  report 
to  me. 

At  Manzanillo  and  during  your  run  to  Panama  you  will  have  a 
vigilant  lookout  for  secession  privateers  or  pirates  and  vessels  of 
doubtful  character  which  you  may  have  sufficient  reason  to  suspect  of 
being  engaged  in  that  service. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Simon  B.  Bissell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Cyane,  Cruising  off  Cape  San  Lucas. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  August  7,  1861. 

Sir:  Officially  apprised  of  the  probability  that  privateers  under  the 
secession  Hag  have  been  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the 
U.  S.  mail  steamers  in  their  transit  with  treasure  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  you  wili  cruise  with  the  St.  Mary's,  under  your  command,  off 
Cape  San  Lucas  and  afford  every  protection  in  your  power  to  said 
steamers,  and  as  far  as  will  consist  with  the  faithful  performance  of 
this  duty  you  will  also  give  your  attention  to  the  security  of  our  com¬ 
mercial  interests  in  the  Gulf  of  California.  You  will  endeavor  always 
to  sight  the  steamers  while  passing  Cape  San  Lucas  and  avail  yourself 
of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  for  obtaining  and  forwarding  your 
mails. 

1  am  informed  by  Brigadier-General  E.  Y.  Sumner,  commanding  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  the  existence  of  a  report  that  Colonel 
Van  Dorn,  of  the  secession  army,  has  been  seen  at  the  head  of  1,300  men 
on  the  road  between  San  Antonio  and  El  Paso,  from  which,  together 
with  the  information  contained  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
IS avy  Department,  it  is  inferred  that  an  attempt  to  subjugate  Lower 
California  may  be  contemplated  by  the  secessionists.  This  must  not 
be  allowed,  if  in  our  power  to  prevent  it;  therefore,  should  any  such, 
exigency  arise,  you  will  promptly,  in  cooperation  with  the  troops  of  the 
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United  States,  or  otherwise,  do  all  in  your  power  to  counteract  and 
prevent  the  execution  of  any  such  purpose  by  troops  in  the  service  of 
States  claiming  to  have  seceded  from  our  Federal  Union. 

You  will  please  write  to  me  by  every  mail  and  promptly  communicate 
whatever  may  seem  to  render  my  presence  with  the  flagship,  on  this 
part  of  the  coast  or  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  important  to  the  public 
interests. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Edward  Middleton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  St.  Mary's ,  San  Francisco ,  Cal. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  Pacific 

Squadron ,  to  Commander  McDougal ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  S. 

S.  Wyoming,  for  change  of  cruising  ground  for  the  better  protection  of 

American  interests  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Off  Panama ,  August  9,  1861 . 

Sir:  Along  the  coasts  of  Lower  California,  from  the  eastern  end  of 
the  island  of  [Santa]  Margarita  (latitude  24°)  up  to  Bonita  Island  (lati¬ 
tude  28°  20',  longitude  115°  50'),  there  are  two  large  bays  (Magdalena 
and  St.  Bartholomew),  and  other  small  bays  and  harbors,  with  good 
anchorage,  where  privateers  or  pirates  could  lie  m  wait  for  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  attempt  the  capture  of  our  mail  steamers  or  other  Amer¬ 
ican  merchant  vessels  passing  in  that  vicinity. 

It  is  well  known  that  from  October  to  April  that  part  of  the  coast 
and  the  spacious  bay  of  Magdalena  are  annually  visited  by  a  great 
number  of  our  whaling  ships,  reaching,  in  the  aggregate,  to  a  large 
amount  of  American  property  liable,  unless  duly  looked  after,  to  cap¬ 
ture  or  destruction.  It  is  therefore  deemed  advisable  to  change  the 
cruising  ground  of  the  Wyoming ,  under  your  command,  from  her  pres¬ 
ent  position  off  the  port  of  San  Francisco  (where,  I  am  advised  by  the 
agent  of  the  steamship  company  and  Captain  Watkins,  that  protection 
is  not  so  much  needed)  to  the  line  of  coast  indicated  between  the  lati¬ 
tudes  of  24°  and  28°  20'  N.,  longitude  115°  50'  W.,  to  which  station 
you  will  proceed  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order  and  give  the  fullest  pro¬ 
tection  in  your  power  to  our  mail  steamers  and  also  all  other  American 
interests  on  [that]  part  of  the  coast. 

In  order  to  economize  in  the  use  of  your  coal,  so  far  as  may  consist 
with  a  faithful  and  efficient  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  you,  keep 
the  Wyoming  under  sail,  replenishing  your  stock  of  coal,  when  neces¬ 
sary,  at  San  Francisco. 

Mails  for  the  Wyoming  will  be  forwarded  to  the  post-office  at  San 
Francisco. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  David  McDougal, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming ,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Lefter  from  George  TU.  Blunt,  esq .,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  regarding 
defenses  and  privateers  in  North  Carolina. 


New  York,  August  9 , 1861. 

Sir  :  Captain  Campbell,  of  the  brig  Lydia  Martin ,  which  was  wrecked 
on  Cape  Hatteras  in  May,  has  been  to  see  me.  From  him  I  have  the 
following  information.  He  arrived  here  yesterday. 

At  Hatteras  Inlet  there  are  two  forts,  sand  breastworks,  with  12 
guns  and  300  men.  The  forts  are  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  inlet. 
There  are  three  privateers  there— the  Gordon,  side-wheel  steamer,  175 
feet  long,  3  guns,  caliber  not  known;  Warren  Winslow,  side  wheel, 
2  guns,  one  32,  one  8  pounder;  York,  pilot  boat,  90  tons,  1  gun. 

At  Ocracoke  there  is  a  fort  of  15  to  20  guns,  500  men  on  Beacon 
Island,  and  one  privateer,  the  Marion  [ Mariner?},  screw,  of  2  guns. 

I  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  to  Commander  Stellwagen,  at  Baltimore, 
to  whom  I  sent  two  reliable  pilots  last  evening. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 


Geo.  W.  Blunt. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Letter  from  representatives  of  marine  insurance  companies  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  conveying  information  regarding 
privateering  in  North  Carolina. 

Philadelphia,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  The  importance  of  acquiring  accurate  information  as  to  the 
whereabouts  and  movements  of  the  piratical  vessels  now  preying  upon 
our  commerce  in  Southern  waters  seems  to  the  undersigned,  repre¬ 
senting  the  marine  insurance  companies  of  this  city,  so  great  that  they 
take  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  the  Department  the  following 
statement,  made  to  them  by  Captain  French,  of  the  brig  B.  T.  Martin, 
lately  captured  by  the  rebels. 

Captain  French  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  and  his  account  is  entitled, 
in  our  opinion,  to  great  weight  as  that  of  a  shrewd  eyewitness.  The 
brig  B.  T.  Martin  sailed  from  Philadelphia  for  Havana  on  the  20th 
day  of  July  last,  and  was  captured  a  few  days  after,  in  latitude 
30°,  about  110  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Hatteras,  by  the  privateer 
York,  a  pilot  boat,  mounting  one  ritle  cannon  of  8  pounds,  on  a  pivot; 
captain’s  name,  Geoffroy.  A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  the  brigand 
he  and  his  men  transferred  to  the  York.  Saw  no  vessels  of  war  until 
well  in  with  the  land,  when  the  brig  was  chased  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Union 
and  beached  by  the  rebels  and  afterwards  taken  and  burned  by  the 
Union.  Captain  French  was  taken  into  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  he 
remained  from  eight  to  ten  days,  well  treated  by  the  rebels.  There  is 
a  regular  channel,  easily  found,  and  well  described  in  the  last  edition 
of  Coast  Pilot;  the  water  was  about  14  feet  on  the  bar,  as  they  went 
in  on  the  young  flood;  bottom  shifting  sand,  and  at  full  tide  16  feet  can 
be  carried  in.  It  would  be  best  to  obtain  a  pilot,  if  possible.  Captain 
F.,  however,  is  confident  that  he  could  take  a  vessel  in  with  safety.  A 
steamer  on  a  calm  day  could  lie  outside  the  bar,  out  of  range  of  the 
batteries,  and,  with  a  rifled  cannon  of  size,  bombard  the  fortifications. 

The  anchorage  inside  is  good,  but  the  batteries  command  it.  Cap¬ 
tain  F.  states  that  there  are  two  intrenchments  thrown  up,  one  on  the  hill 
with  four  32-pouuder  smoothbore  guns,  and  the  other  below  with  6 
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guns.  They  were  expecting  a  rifled  64  pounder  gun  within  a  few  weeks, 
fie  thinks  that  the  place  can  be  attacked  and  taken  with  little  or  no 
loss  of  life  by  engaging  the  forts  with  one  or  two  vessels,  at  the  same 
[time]  landing  500  men  to  the  eastward  on  the  beach  out  of  rangeof  the 
batteries.  The  number  of  men  there  is  only  about  250,  armed  with 
muskets;  and  no  reenforcements  nearer  than  Oregon,  40  miles  distant. 
The  battery  can  be  taken  in  the  rear. 

He  heard  that  eighteen  privateers  were  out;  three  were  at  Hatteras 
Inlet — York ,  Coffee,  and  Gordon — which  generally  went  out  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  came  in  at  night.  During  his  stay  three  American  vessels, 
under  British  flag,  sailed  for  Europe,  two  or  three  for  Halifax,  and  from 
four  to  six  for  the  West  Indies.  They  enter  and  go  out  with  impunity. 

We  would  respectfully  request  a  careful  consideration  of  the  above- 
narrated  facts.  The  loss  of  property  is  and  has  been  very  heavy.  The 
B.  T.  M.  and  her  cargo  alone  were  worth  $60,000. 

Any  project  by  which  this  nest  of  pirates  could  be  broken  up  would 
be  hailed  with  gratitude  by  all  interested  in  commerce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Charles  Platt, 

Secretary  Insurance  Company  North  America. 
Thos.  C.  Hand, 

Vice-President  Delaware  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

Henry  D.  Sherrerd, 

President  of  the  Insurance  Company  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bich’d  S.  Smith, 

President  of  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

J.  R.  WUCHERER, 

President  Phoenix  Mutual  Insurance  Company ,  of  Philadelphia. 

William  Craig, 

President  American  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.! 

Answer  in  three  or  four  days,  stating  our  intention  and  efforts  have 
been  for  some  time  engaged  towards  relieving  the  country  of  these 
piratical  movements,  although  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  give 
publicity  to  all  our  doings  and  thereby  put  the  pirates  on  their  guard, 
etc. 


Destruction  of  the  C.  S.  privateer  York  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Union ,  Com¬ 
mander  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding ,  A  ugust  9 , 1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Goldsborough,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Union,  [August  10, 1861.] 

Flag-Officer:  I  have  to  report  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
rebel  privateer  schooner  York  (her  name  changed,  I  learn,  to  Florida), 
under  the  following  circumstances:  Early  on  Friday  morning,  Cape 
Hatteras  light-house  in  sight,  bearing  W.  by  S.,  distant  12  miles,  we 
discovered  two  suspicious  looking  sails,  one  close  in  under  the  land 
and  t  he  other  to  seaward.  I  gave  chase  to  the  one  under  the  land,  and, 
from  her  maneuvering,  I  suspected  all  was  not  right.  She  attempted 
to  go  into  New  Inlet,  but  that  fortunately  I  could  prevent.  He 
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then  tacked  and  stood  direct  in  for  the  land,  ran  his  vessel  on  shore 
set  fire  to  her  in  several  places,  and  all  on  board  made  their  escape! 
She  was  a  schooner  of  about  65  or  70  tons  burden,  painted  lead  color 
and  mounted  one  gun  on  a  carriage  amidships,  which  was  thrown 
overboard.  We  remained  by  until  she  was  burned  to  the  water’s  edge, 
and  then  gave  chase  to  the  one  to  seaward.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Texan  schooner  Geo.  G.  Baker ,  taken  by  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina 
on  the  coast  of  Texas  and  bound  to  New  York;  recaptured  by  the 
piratical  schooner  York  75  miles  northeast  of  Cape  Hatteras.  I  placed 
a  prize  crew  on  board,  and  have  brought  her  into  port.  Her  piratical 
crew,  4  in  number,  are  in  irons  now  on  board  this  vessel.  I  had  boarded 
the  Geo.  G.  Baker  the  day  previous.  She  was  commanded  by  a  Mr. 
Abbott  with  a  prize  crew  of  5  men  from  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 
They  are  now  prisoners  to  the  rebels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

J.  It.  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

Commander. 

S,  H.  Stringh am, 

Flag- Officer. 

List  of  prisoners  from  the  prize  schooner  George  G.  Baker .  —Patrick  McCarthy,  sea¬ 
man  ;  Arch.  Wilson,  seaman;  John  Williams,  seaman;  James  Riley,  seaman. 

[Enclosure.] 

Archibald  Wilson  will  take  two  men  and  carry  the  schooner  George 
G.  Baker  to  Hatteras  Inlet,  or  any  port  in  the  Confederate  States  he 
may  feel  prudent  to  go  to,  and  obey  verbal  orders  given  him. 

Said  schooner  is  a  prize  of  the  privateer  York ,  captured  this  8th 
day  oi  August,  1861. 

T.  L.  Skinner, 

Captain. 


Abstract  of  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Union,  Commander  J.  R,  Goldsborough. 

August  9 ,  1861. — At  9:30  a  sail  reported;  chased  her.  From.  12  to  4 
p.  m.  chased  the  privateer  York  on  shore  about  4  miles  south  of  Bodie’s 
Island  light-house.  The  pirates,  after  throwing  overboard  their  gun, 
set  fire  to  the  vessel.  Fired  several  shots  at  parties  on  the  beach. 
The  York  drifted  out  to  sea  a  mass  of  flames.  At  3:30  p.  m.  boarded 
and  took  possession  of  schooner  G.  G.  Baker ,  a  prize  to  the  privateer 
York.  She  had  been  recaptured  from  a  United  States  prize  crew. 
Brought  aboard  her  crew  and  put  them  m  double  irons.  Sent  Master’s 
Mate  Martin  to  take  charge  of  prize. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Abbott,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  recapture  by  the  C.  S.  privateer 
York  of  the  schooner  Geo.  G.  Baber,  prize  to  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  August ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  The  unpleasant  duty  devolves  upon  me  of  herewith 
reporting  my  capture  and  that  of  my  men,  five  seamen,  a  prize  crew 
from  the  U.  S.  S.  South  Carolina ,  and  our  confinement  here  as  prisoners 
of  war.  The  men  are  without  a  change  of  clothing,  theirs  all  being  on 
board  the  Baker ,  now  at  Fortress  Mouroe  or  New  York.  I  have  no 
doubt  clothing  would  be  given  them  here,  but  they  prefer  their  own,  if 
it  can  be  obtained. 
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I  would  respectfully  request  for  myself  u  small  sum  of  money.  I 
have  drawn  nothing  since  the  coming  of  the  South  Carolina,  except  the 
small  advance.  I  do  not  know  the  rules  of  the  Department  in  such 
cases,  and  for  that  reason  make  this  request  with  much  hesitation,  but 
receiving  nothing  as  yet  from  those  I  have  written  to,  I  am  obliged  to. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

W.  Abbott, 

Master's  Mate,  U.  S.  Navy, 

And  late  Prize  Master  of  Schooner  Geo.  G.  Balter . 


Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Macedonian, 
enclosing  information  from  vice-consul  at  Havana,  Cuba,  relative  to 
operat  ions  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  and  movements  of  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Macedonian, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  August  10, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Thos.  Savage,  U.  S. 
consul-general  at  Havana,  received  this  morning  and  opened  by  me. 
I  regret  that  there  are  no  means  at  my  disposal  to  act  in  the  case.  The 
Crusader  is  in  port,  but  is  deficient  in  speed  and  force,  even  if  there 
were  no  other  reasons  for  not  sending  her  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter.  A 
smart  steamer  like  the  Iroquois ,  with  a  smart  captain,  knowing  some¬ 
thing  of  the  navigation  within  a  circuit  of  500  miles  of  Cape  San 
Antonio  (of  Cuba),  would  stand  a  good  chance  for  catching  the  Sumter , 
or  for  badgering  her  into  port  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Lieutenant  Commanding  S.  D.  Trencli- 
ard,  arrived  here  on  the  8tli,  and  sailed  again  yesterday  for  Pensacola 
offing,  after  having  dispensed  very  acceptably  a  day’s  fresh  provisions 
to  the  United  States  vessels  in  port. 

The  Preble,  Commander  French,  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  will 
probably  proceed  to  join  Flag-Officer  Mervine  on  Tuesday,  as  I  learn. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Havana ,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  received  this  morning, from  a  source  that  I  deemed 
reliable,  the  information  that  an  American  bark  called  the  Joseph  Max- 
well  was  brought  into  Cienfuegos  on  the  6th  instant,  by  a  prize  crew 
of  the  steamer  Sumter ,  of  the  rebel  government,  having  on  her  voyage 
to  Porto  [Puerto]  Cabello  been  taken  near  La  Guayra,  I  immedi¬ 
ately  called  on  the  acting  governor- general  to  ascertain  if  the  informa¬ 
tion  was  correct,  and  if  so,  what  action  had  been  taken  by  the  author¬ 
ities.  His  excellency  replied  that  an  American  ship  had  been  carried 
in  tow  by  the  armed  steamer  Sumter  into  the  harbor  of  Cienfuegos; 
that  the  lieutenant  governor  of  that  place  had  advised  him  by  tele¬ 
graph  of  the  occurrence,  and  that  he,  the  lieutenant  governor,  had 
made  known  to  the  commander  ot  the  Sum  ter  that  unless  his  ship  or  the 
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prize  were  actually  in  distress  lie  could  not  allow  them  to  remain  in 
the  harbor,  and  that  therefore  they  must  leave  within  twenty-four  hours; 
that  he  then  telegraphed  to  the  lieutenant-governor  instructions  to 
communicate  to  the  superior  government  of  the  island  anything  further 
that  might  transpire,  but  nothing  more  had  been  received  from  the 
lieutenant  governor,  and  lie  supposed  the  Sumter  and  the  prize  must 
have  left.  I  asked  his  excellency  why  the  J.  Maxwell  was  not  placed 
in  the  same  category  as  the  six  vessels  taken  last  month  into  Cienfue- 
gos  by  the  Sumter ,  and  he  answered  that  the  six  vessels  had  not  been 
released  in  consequence  of  orders  emanating  from  the  captain -general, 
but  of  the  consent  given  by  the  captors  themselves. 

Yesterday  the  schooner  Major  Barbour ,  under  British  colors,  came 
from  New  Orleans  with  dates  to  the  25th  ultimo.  On  the  3d  instant  the 
British  schooner  Adeline  arrived  here  from  Savannah;  a  few  days  ago 
a  British  brig  also  arrived  in  Cardenas  from  Wilmington,  neither  of 
them  having  even  met  or  seen  any  of  our  blockading  fleet.  1  give  you 
notice  that  a  Spanish  brig,  called  the  Bella  Engracia ,  has  been  cleared 
by  a  merchant  here  called  Du  Santos  Villaverde,  for  Campeche,  carry¬ 
ing  3,000  quintals  of  coal,  2  boxes  of  preserves,  and  500  empty  demi¬ 
johns.  I  strongly  suspect  that  the  coal  is  intended  for  the  Sumter ,  which 
will  go  for  it  to  the  Campeche  Bank  or  in  Sisal,  or  in  that  neigborliood. 
Other  good  Americans  and  friends  entertain  the  same  suspicion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Savage, 

U.  S.  Vice-Consul- General. 

Senior  Officer  Commanding  any  U.  S.  Man  of-War, 

Key  West. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Inman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  African 
Squadron ,  of  the  departure  for  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  Depart¬ 
ment’s  orders ,  of  United  States  vessels  under  his  command. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Constellation, 

St.  Paul  de  Loanda,  August  11,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  1  arrived  here 
from  St.  Helena  on  the  7th  instant,  all  the  squadron,  except  the  Sara¬ 
toga,  having  arrived  a  day  or  two  before  me,  as  directed. 

The  mail,  just  due,  brought  to  me  the  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  the 
Department,  dated  9th  ot  May,  18(il,  with  a  postscript  dated  14th  of 
the  same  month.  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  thus  conveyed, 
the  sloop  Portsmouth,  Commander  John  Colhoun,  sailed  for  Ports¬ 
mouth,  N.  II.,  on  the  9th  instant. 

The  steamer  Sumpter ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  James  F.  Armstrong, 
and  steamer  Mystic ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  WilhamE.  LeBoy,  sailed 
on  the  10th  instant,  the  former  for  New  York  and  the  latter  for 
Philadelphia,  both  to  touch  at  Monrovia,  Liberia,  where  they  were  to 
discharge  Kroomen,  and  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  United 
States,  stopping  where  it  might  be  necessary  for  coal  or  other  supplies. 

The  steamer  Mohican,  Commander  S.  W.  Godon,  is  receiving  coal, 
and  will  sail  on  Tuesday  next,  13th  instant,  for  Boston  direct,  unless 
it  should  be  necessary  to  stop  for  coal  or  other  supplies,  as  provided 
for  in  her  sailing  orders. 

The  sloop  Saratoga  arrived  here  on  the  9th  instant  and  was  ordered 
to  fill  up  with  provisions  and  stores  from  the  storesliip  Relief,  and  to 
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purchase  such  sufficiency  of  bread  and  other  articles  that  the  Relief 
could  not  supply.  The  Saratoga  was  then  to  sail  for  Fernando  Po, 
where  Commander  Taylor  was  to  transfer  the  command  to  Captain 
Glendy,  and  then  to  take  passage  in  the  San  Jacinto  to  the  United 
States. 

Captain  John  S.  Nicholas  returned  to  the  United  States  by  advice 
of  a  medical  survey  on  the  14th  of  June  last,  thus  leaving  the  Con¬ 
stellation  without  a  captain.  Captain  Charles  Wilkes  being  ordered  to 
assume  command  of  the  steamer  San  Jacinto ,  I  have  ordered  Captain 
Thomas  A.  Dornin  to  take  command  of  my  flagship,  the  Constellation. 

With  a  view  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  Department  “for  the 
return  of  the  several  vessels  as  soon  as  practicable,”  I  have  caused  the 
Saratoga  and  San  Jacinto  to  meet  Captains  Glendy  and  Wilkes  at  Fer¬ 
nando  Po,  the  latter  vessel  being  placed  temporarily  under  command 
of  her  executive,  Lieutenant  D.  McN.  Fairfax.  She  sailed  for  that 
island  on  the  10th  instant  (yesterday),  carrying  the  necessary  orders 
and  instructions  (copies  seut  herewith)  to  effect  the  purposes  directed 
by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  storeship  Relief  Commander  John  De  Camp,  will  sail  for  New 
York  in  a  day  or  two,  after  supplying  the  Saratoga  and  receiving  from 
the  latter  her  invalids  and  some  prisoners  taken  in  slavers,  with  the 
witnesses  against  them. 

The  flagship  Constellation ,  Captain  Thomas  A.  Dornin,  is  now  under 
way,  bound  to  Portsmouth,  N.  13.,  direct,  and  bears  this  letter  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Inman, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  African  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Constellation, 

St.  Paul  de  Loanda,  August  9,  1861. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  the  San  Jacinto  shall  arrive  at  Fernando  Po,  if  Cap¬ 
tain  William  M.  Glendy  is  present,  you  will  be  pleased  to  exhibit  to 
him  this  order,  which  you  will  then  act  upon.  In  his  absence  you  will 
carry  it  into  effect,  as  follows: 

You  will  make  its  purport  known  to  Lieutenant  D.  McN.  Fairfax, 
executive  lieutenant,  temporarily  commanding  the  San  Jacinto,  who  is 
ordered  to  transfer  to  you  that  command,  together  with  all  the  orders 
and  instructions  by  which  he  has  been  governed.  The  San  Jacinto  is 
to  have  her  coal  fully  filed  up  and  to  be  kept  in  all  respects  ready  for 
departure  as  soon  as  the  sloop  Saratoga  may  arrive. 

When  Commander  Alfred  Taylor  shall  have  transferred  the  command 
of  that  vessel  to  Captain  Glendy,  you  will  inform  the  latter  of  your 
readiness  to  proceed  in  obedience  to  this  order,  which  you  will  do  after 
Commander  Taylor  shall  have  reported  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  for 
passage  to  the  United  States.  You  will  then  make  the  best  of  your 
way  with  the  San  Jacinto  to  Monrovia,  Liberia,  and  thence  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  in  the  United  States. 

At  Monrovia  you  will  discharge  all  Kroomen  whatever,  after  which, 
and  as  soon  as  you  can  be  ready,  you  will  proceed  to  the  port  of  your 
ultimate  destination.  You  are  authorized  to  stop  where  it  may  be  nee- 
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essary  for  coal  or  other  supplies.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Philadelphia 
you  will  report  in  writing  to  the  Navy  Department  and  to  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  station. 

I  wish  for  you  a  successful  voyage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  Inman, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  African  Squadron. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ordered  to  command  U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto ,  Fernando  Po. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Pow¬ 
hatan,  relative  to  prize  schooner  Ahhy  Bradford  and  C.  8.  S.  Sumter. 

Off  Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River, 

August  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  this  day  send  home  the  prize  schooner  Ahhy  Bradford,  cap¬ 
tured  by  me  this  morning  20  miles  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  She  was  captured  by  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  off  Porto 
[Puerto]  Cabello,  the  ninth  prize  that  vessel  has  taken.  All  the  others 
have  been  lost  to  her.  One  she  burned  at  sea.  1  send  herewith  a  muster- 
roll  of  the  crew  of  this  ship.  The  Sumter  is  short  of  coal  and  is  at 
Porto  [Puerto]  Cabello.  I  sail  to-night  for  Pensacola  to  report  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  the  flag-officer,  and  hope  to  induce  him  to  let  me  go  in 
search  of  the  Sumter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan,  enclosing  captured  correspondence. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Powhatan, 
Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  August  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  some  correspondence*  captured  in  the 
Ahhy  Bradford ,  which  I  did  not  think  it  safe  or  prudent  to  send  home 
in  the  vessel,  and  it  will  serve  as  evidence  hereafter  against  nearly  all 
the  officers  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter. 

Captain  Semmes7  letter  is  a  pretty  fair  account  of  his  proceedings. 
So  far  we  have  only  lost  one  vessel  by  the  Sumter  (burned  at  sea),  though 
her  commander  is  under  the  impression  that  his  prizes  are  all  secured 
to  him.  He  is  in  a  position  now  where  he  can’t  escape,  if  properly 
looked  after.  He  is  out  of  coal  and  out  of  credit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  L>.  C. 

*  For  enclosure  see  Confederate  reports,  pp.  622,  624,  625. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig 
Bainbridge ,  relative  to  G.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 
Aspinwall ,  New  Granada ,  August  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  my  communication  by  last  steamer,  dated  August  3, 18GB 
no  event  of  importance  has  transpired  at  tliis  post.  Consul  Robinson? 
of  this  port,  is  informed  by  letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Carthagena, 
that  the  latter  was  informed  by  U.  S.  consul  (Jesurun)  at  Curasao 
that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  coaled  at  that  port  under  date  of  13th 
July.  A  Jamaica  paper  reports  the  Keystone  State  coaling  at  Kings¬ 
ton  on  the  1st  of  August. 

The  native  general,  Mosquera,  it  is  generally  thought,  had  occupied 
Bogota,  but  it  is  not  known  at  what  time  or  with  what  force  he  may 
move  to  occupy  this  point  and  the  State  of  Panama.  It  is  believed, 
but  not  officially  known,  that  the  Danish  authorities  permitted  oc 
allowed  the  rebel  vessel  Sumter  to  be  coaled  and  provisioned.  Of  the 
movements  of  that  vessel  or  her  present  locality  I  do  not  gam  any 
information.  I  receive  no  information  of  the  enemy’s  design  on  this 
point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  Z>.  C. 


Letter  from  collector  of  customs  at  Newport ,  II.  I.,  to  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  requesting  instructions  regarding  prize  schooner  Adelso. 


Custom-House,  Newport,  R.  I., 

Collectors  Office,  August  16,  1861. 

Sir:  The  schooner  Adelso,  of  St.  John,  Kimball  master,  from  Wil¬ 
mington,  N.  C.,  put  into  this  port  on  the  13th  instant,  said  schooner 
having  run  the  blockade  on  the  6th.  I  requested  Captain  Bennett,  of 
the  revenue  cutter  Henrietta  (then  lying  in  this  harbor),  to  put  a  prize 
crew  on  board.  Wingate  Hayes,  esq.,  district  attorney,  being  in  this 
city,  I  called  upon  him  for  instructions.  He  directed  that  no  person 
should  be  allowed  to  come  on  shore  nor  anyone  to  go  on  board  except 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  also  directed  all  the  papers  found  on 
board  to  be  sealed  up  and  the  same  to  remain  until  further  advised. 

There  is  a  French  gentleman,  a  passenger,  on  board  who  has  been 
detained  under  the  above  instructions.  Should  like  to  be  advised  in 
the  matter.  Have  been  expecting  to  hear  from  the  district  attorney. 
I  wrote  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  possible. 
As  yet  have  received  no  answer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


S.  W.  Macy, 

Collector. 
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Letter  from  the  master  of  the  captured  schooner  Herbert  Manton  to  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  (jiving  account  of  affairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet . 

Osterville,  Mass.,  August  16,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  been  captured  by  a  steamer  called  the  Winslow 
(formerly  the  J.  E.  Coffee,  of  Norfolk),  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  that 
the  facts  concerning  my  capture  might  be  of  use  to  you. 

I  sailed  from  Zarza,  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  on  the  20th  of  June, 
and  having  no  intimation  that  privateers  were  abroad  I  came  around 
the  west  end  of  the  island  and  saw  nothing  suspicious,  neither  did  I 
see  any  Federal  vessels.  I  followed  the  Gulf  Stream  until  the  morning 
of  the  3d  of  July,  when,  the  wind  hauling  easterly,  I  soon  found  myself 
upon  soundings.  Having  had  no  observation  on  the  2d  I  was  not  cer¬ 
tain  of  my  position,  but  supposed  myself  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  Hat¬ 
teras.  I  therefore  kept  on  to  the  N.  by  W.  and  shortly  made  the  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ocracoke  Inlet.  This  was  about  8  a.  m.  I  tacked  to 
theE.  S.E.and  continued  standingtotlie  eastward  until  captured,  which 
happened  at  1 :30  p.  m.  The  steamer  came  down  upon  me  from  to  wind¬ 
ward,  and  the  wind  being  light  he  had  no  difficulty  in  overhauling  me. 
The  said  steamer  is  a  side-wheel  steamer  with  heavy  guards,  and  when 
it  is  rough  she  can  not  go  but  a  short  distance  out.  She  has  only  two 
guns,  a  32  pounder  pivot  and  a  small  brass  rifled  piece,  a  G-pounder, 
mounted  above  that.  They  took  my  vessel  into  Hatteras  Inlet  and 
subsequently  to  Newbern,  where  they  discharged  her  cargo  of  sugar 
and  molasses  and  anchored  the  vessel  in  the  river.  My  crew  were  put 
in  jail  and  myself  detained  on  board  the  steamer  until  the  23d  of  July, 
when  we  were  released  and  were  allowed  to  ship  on  board  of  three  dif¬ 
ferent  schooners,  under  the  English  flag  and  bound  for  Halifax,  which 
we  all  did. 

At  the  time  I  was  captured  I  was  fully  25  miles  S.  E.  of  Hatteras  and 
in  the  Gulf  Stream,  and  had  a  war  vessel  been  in  the  vicinity  could 
easily  have  been  recaptured.  I  saw  but  four  war  vessels  in  the  offing 
during  my  stay  at  Hatteras,  a  period  of  twenty  days,  and  during  that 
time  there  were  three  prizes  taken  and  brought  in. 

Hoping  the  above  statement  can  be  of  some  service  to  you  in  some 
way  or  other,  I  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Simeon  Backus, 

Late  Master  of  Schooner  Herbert  Manton. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  E.  &  O.  W.  Blunt  to  Secretary  of  the  Wavy, 
enclosing  memoranda  regarding  condition  of  affairs  at  Hatteras  Inlet. 


Sir:  The  enclosed  statement  we 
was  captured  by  the  pirates. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


179  Water  Street, 

Hew  Torlc,  August  16,  1861. 

received  from  Captain  Conley,  who 


E.  &  G.  W.  Blunt. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

[Enclosure — Memoranda.  ] 

The  light  house  at  Cape  Hatteras  is  now  used  as  a  lookout  place  for 
the  rebel  privateers,  the  fleet  lying  at  anchor  in  the  inlet.  Our  inform¬ 
ant  left  there  on  the  12th.  There  were  then  there  the  schooners 
[steamers]  Cordon  and  Winslow  and  the  propeller  Mariner.  The  for- 
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mer  ran  the  blockade  of  Charleston;  mounts  two  62  and  two  32 
pounders,  manned  by  50  men;  draws  too  much  water  to  go  over  the 
swash,  so  that  she  can  be  shelled  easily  from  the  outside.  There  are  two 
small  sand  batteries  mounting  12  guns,  some  of  them  rifled  and  heavy, 
but  most  of  them  32  pounders. 

There  were  about  300  men  in  the  forts,  without  discipline  apparently. 
Troops  can  be  landed  on  the  beach  between  the  light  house  and  inlet 
when  the  wind  is  from  the  1ST.  E.  around  to  west. 

The  forces  there  expect  to  be  attacked  and  are  improving  their 
defenses.  There  were  there  the  following  prizes:  Brig  Itasca,  three 
light  ships  (two  used  as  storehouses,  the  other  as  a  hospital),  brig 
W  illiam  McGilvery  (used  as  a  storehouse),  schooner  Sea  Witch,  schooner 
Henry  Nutt ,  schooner  Nathaniel  Chase ,  schooner  Herbert  Manton,  brig 
Hannah  Batch,  a  schooner  from  New  London  called  the  Transit ,  and 
one  name  not  remembered. 

The  fort  can  be  approached  from  the  eastward  to  within  1  mile  in 
vessels  drawing  20  feet  of  water. 

The  stairway  in  the  light  house  should  be  destroyed. 

Captain  John  Conley,  Orrington ,  Me. 


Report  of  Commander  Schenclc ,  17.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Saginaw, 
allaying  apprehension  relative  to  a  supposed  privateer  in  Chinese 
waters.  TT  „  „  _ 

U.  S.  S.  Saginaw, 

Shanghai,  August  17,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant  I  informed  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  what  appeared  to  me  a  well-authenticated  rumor  of  a  privateer 
fitting  out  at  this  place.  I  left  Hongkong  on  the  9th,  and  was  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  fall  in  with  the  Neva,  the  suspected  vessel,  on  the  13th. 
She  was  just  outside  of  the  Wusung  River ;  after  a  thorough  examination 
I  was  satisfied  that  she  was  not  a  privateer,  and  had  been  properly 
cleared  by  the  IT.  S.  consul,  and  I  permitted  her  to  proceed  upon  her 
voyage  to  Kanagawa  and  San  Francisco. 

Judge  Cleary,  late  U.  S.  naval  storekeeper,  owns  the  Neva,  and  was 
a  passenger  on  board  of  her;  through  his  idle  threats  and  boasting, 
suspicionshadbeen  excited  as  to  her  honesty.  There  is  no  apprehension 
now  of  her  doing  mischief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Findlay  Schenck, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan,  relative  to  his  search  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

[T.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Off  Cienfuegos,  at  Sea,  August  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  order  of  the  Flag-Offi¬ 
cer  William  Mervine,  1  am  in  search  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter, 
having  learned  her  whereabouts  from  a  prize  of  hers  captured  in  one 
of  my  boats  off  Barataria. 

I  left  Pensacola  on  the  night  of  the  14th  instant,  and  after  communi¬ 
cating  witli^five  or  six  vessels  off  Cape  San  Antonio,  heard  that  as 
late  as  the  7th  of  August  the  Sumter  had  sent  another  prize,  bark 
Joseph  Maxwell,  of  New  York,  into  Cienfuegos,  but  that  the  authorities 
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would  not  let  lier  remain  there;  that  the  crew  put  to  sea  in  ner  and 
returned  next  day  in  an  open  boat,  reporting  that  she  had  foundered 
at  sea.  Most  probably  they  burned  her. 

The  Sumter ,  sir,  will  not  likely  leave  the  Caribbean  Sea.  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  suggestions:  That  two  swift  steamers  be 
kept  cruising  off  Cape  San  Antonio,  in  sight  of  each  other;  that  one 
steamer  be  sent  to  the  Mona  Passage  and  another  between  Cuba  and 
Haiti,  one  to  cruise  along  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  two  to  go  down  on  the 
Spanish  Main,  visiting  all  places  where  coalis  to  be  found,  and  one  to 
cruise  from  St.  Thomas  through  the  islands,  giving  the  officers  certain 
beats.  The  Sumter ,  if  so  looked  for,  must  inevitably  be  taken ;  she  will 
otherwise  commit  an  incalculable  amount  of  damage.  If  opportunity 
occurs  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  writing  more  fully  on  the  subject.  I 
wrote  this  in  hopes  of  sending  it  by  a  brig  coming  down. 

I  communicated  with  an  American  brig  from  Trinidad  this  morning, 
whose  captain  informs  me  that  the  bark  Joseph  Maxwell  was  picked  up 
outside  and  taken  into  Cienfuegos  again,  having  sold  part  of  her  cargo 
into  launches  outside. 

I  am  going  into  Cienfuegos  to  get  her  charts  and  learn  the  Sumter’s 
whereabouts  when  she  captured  the  Joseph  Maxwell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Scott ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Keystone  State, 

Havana ,  August  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  communication,  of  the  7th  instant,  at  St.  Thomas,  the 
Department  was  notified  of  my  intended  cruise. 

I  accordingly  sailed  on  the  8tli,  passed  around  the  north  side  of 
Puerto  Itico  and  through  the  Mona  Passage,  keeping  the  land  in  sight, 
but  saw  nothing  of  the  Sumter  or  Jeff.  Davis. 

From  thence  the  search  was  continued  through  the  Windward  Islands, 
and  an  effort  made  to  communicate  at  Martinique,  but  the  weather 
proved  so  unfavorable  it  was  found  impracticable,  and  I  continued  on 
to  Barbados,  where  it  was  supposed  the  Sumter  might  touch  for  coal, 
but  on  communicating  with  the  consul  it  appeared  she  had  not  been  in 
that  vicinity.  The  course  was  then  continued  along  the  islands,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th  instant,  off  the  island  of  Trinidad,  a  small 
steamer  was  observed  and  supposed  by  all  on  board  to  be  the  Sumter , 
but  on  nearing  her  she  proved  to  be  French.  I  then  entered  Port 
Spain,  where  the  Sumter  coaled,  landed  eightor  nine  seamen,  spent  five 
days,  and  sailed  on  the5th  ultimo  [instantj.  It  was  my  intention  to  take 
the  seamen  on  board,  but  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had  all  shipped 
on  board  American  vessels.  No  information  could  be  gained  as  to  the 
probable  course  taken  by  the  Sumter,  and  I  decided  to  continue  through 
the  Leeward  Islands,  running  between  them  and  the  mainland  to  Cur¬ 
asao,  where  it  was  supposed  she  might  have  returned  to  coal  and  inter¬ 
cept  the  California  steamer  of  the  15th  from  Aspinwall.  It  was  also 
my  intention  to  take  a  small  supply  of  coal  at  Curasao,  but  on  arriving 
off  the  port  it  was  ascertained  from  the  pilot  that  there  was  no  coal  to 
be  had  and  no  news  of  the  Sumter.  The  authorities,  I  was  pleased  to 
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learn  from  tlie  pilot,  have  decided  that  no  nrivateer  shall  again  enter 
the  harbor. 

From  Cura§ao  a  northwest  course  was  pursued,  crossing  the  track 
of  the  California-steamers,  passing  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba  and 
thence  to  this  port.  The  Sumter ,  I  think,  has  gone  east,  probably  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pernambuco,  to  intercept  homeward-bound  East  India  and 
California  vessels.  It  is  much  regretted,  after  so  long  and  thorough 
search,  that  the  desired  object  was  not  attained,  but  I  hope  the  course 
pursued  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Department. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  before  closing  this  report,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Department  to  the  very  hurried  and  imperfect  fitting  out  of  this 
ship.  The  principal  sails,  foresail,  and  foretopsail  are  so  much  worn 
and  decayed  that  in  case  of  necessity  they  could  not  be  relied  on;  sev¬ 
eral  of  our  buckets  for  the  water  wheels  have  been  injured  by  bad 
weather,  and  there  is  not  a  spare  one  on  board  to  replace  them ;  the 
galley  funnel  has  been  eight  years  in  the  ship  and  is  entirely  burned  out, 
and  must  be  renewed  before  leaving  this  port.  The  boilers  and  head 
of  steam  drum  are  unprotected,  and  a  single  shot  well  directed  would 
not  only  render  the  ship  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy  but  prove  fatal  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  crew.  It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  the  order 
from  the  Department  to  sail  when  the  ship  was  ready  was  received 
at  the  magazine  after  the  powder  and  shell  were  on  board,  and  to 
have  returned  to  the  navy  yard  would  have  caused  several  days’  delay 
and  defeated  the  wishes  of  the  Department.  The  ship  to  this  day  has 
been  thirty  days  under  steam.  She  has  run  by  log  5,100  miles,  and 
consumed  429  tons  of  coal,  making  an  average  of  14  tons  per  day,  and 
during  the  time  the  fires  have  only  been  drawn  twice.  I  am  happy  to 
say,  notwithstanding  the  intense  heat  and  continuous  rains  experi¬ 
enced  during  our  cruise,  the  officers  and  crew  have  enjoyed  good  health. 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  if  the  Department  contemplates  keeping  steam¬ 
ers  cruising  about  the  islands,  that  a  supply  of  hard  coal  be  sent  to 
Kingston  and  St,  Thomas,  as  soft  only  can  be  had,  generally  of  an 
inferior  quality,  not  adapted  to  our  steamers,  and  at  exorbitant  rates, 
from  $10.50  to  $11.50  per  ton.  It  is  found  impracticable  to  have  the 
required  work  done  here  without  considerable  detention,  and  as  the 
yellow  fever  is  prevailing  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  shall,  after  taking 
in  water,  go  immediately  to  Key  West. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott,  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Sands,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  Brazil 
Squadron,  of  arrival  at  Boston,  Mass. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Congress, 

Boston,  August  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  Congress  at 
this  port,  per  your  order  of  9th  April  last,  after  a  passage  from  the 
Eiver  La  [Kio  de  la]  Plata  of  sixty-two  days.  All  well. 

*  *  *  *  ’  #  #  # 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joshua  E.  Sands. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Flag-Officer ,  Brazil  Squadron. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 

Squadron ,  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  force  for  the  protection  of  American 

commerce  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama ,  August  23 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  state  to  the  Department  that 
should  privateers  make  their  appearance  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  my  very 
limited  force  of  four  steamers  and  two  sailing  ships  will  prove  wholly 
inadequate  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  with  the  numerous  ports 
along  this  coast,  extending  from  Talcaliuano  to  San  Francisco,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  7,000  miles.  The  Cyane  and  St.  Mary’s  might  render  very 
effectual  service  in  the  fresh  winds  prevailing  along  the  coasts  of  Chile 
and  Peru,  while  they  are  almost  useless,  for  purposes  of  protection, 
between  the  equator  and  the  Gulf  of  California,  embracing  a  line  of 
more  than  3,000  miles  of  coast. 

The  sloop  St.  Mary’s  is  still  detained  undergoing  repairs  at  San 
Francisco,  and  the  steamer  Saranac  (one  of  my  most  active  steamers) 
is  en  route  to  that  port  for  repairs,  reducing  my  present  effective  force 
to  three  steamers  and  one  sailing  sloop,  distributed  as  follows,  viz : 
Lancaster  at  Panama;  Narragansett ,  coast  of  Mexico,  from  Acapulco 
to  Manzanillo,  and  the  Wyoming  and  Cyane  on  the  coast  of  Lower  Cal 
ifornia,  mainly  for  the  protection  of  our  mail  steamers  between  San 
Francisco  and  this  port.  From  this  statement  of  the  disposition  of  my 
forces  the  Department  will  readily  perceive  the  want  of  at  least 
four  additional  steamers  on  this  station  to  watch  over  long  lines  of 
coast  at  present  unprotected.  Four  of  the  propeller  gunboats  now 
building  will  answer  admirably  for  the  service  required,  and  I  would 
earnestly  request  the  supply  of  this  additional  force  at  the  earliest  con¬ 
venience  of  the  Department. 

#####*# 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan,  relative  to  coal. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Jamaica ,  August  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  letter*  from  Mr.  Richard  Hitchins,  of  Jamaica,  will 
explain  itself.  If  our  squadron  continues  to  cruise  it  will  be  necessary 
to  send  coal  to  this  place  for  them.  There  is  an  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  furnish  us  with  coal,  and  there  is  none  for 
sale  except  at  most  exorbitant*prices.  Mr.  Ilitchins  has  the  best- 
arranged  yard  for  coaling  and  stowing  the  coal,  and  it  would  be  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  [the]  Government  to  keep  on  hand  here  1,500  or 
2,000  tons  and  accept  his  terms  (which  are  reasonable)  for  putting  the 
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coal  on  board.  Without  some  arrangement  of  this  kind  our  steamers 
can  not  cruise  in  these  waters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  president  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  to  Secretary 
of  the  Navy ,  representing  the  need  of  a  United  Sta  tes  steamer  at  Aspin- 
iv all  for  the  protection  of  California  steamers. 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 

New  York,  August  24 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  our  advices  from  Panama  report 
that  serious  apprehensions  are  felt  on  the  isthmus  for  the  safety  of  the 
California  steamers  to  and  from  Aspinwall.  The  only  United  States 
man-of-war  at  Aspinwall  is  brig  Bainbridge,  which  vessel,  in  those  calm 
latitudes,  cannot  prove  any  great  protection  against  a  steam  privateer. 
Nothing  has  been  seen  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State  on  the  route 
between  New  York  and  Aspinwall  by  our  steamers,  while  the  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter  and  Echo  have  been  heard  of  in  those  waters. 

My  object  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  having  a  United 
States  steamer  off  the  port  of  Aspinwall,  as  I  fear  the  brig  Bainbridge 
would  be  wholly  inefficient  for  our  protection  in  that  neighborhood. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully 

Allan  McLane, 

President. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  11.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  relative  to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Key  West,  August  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  on  the  night  of  the 
22d  instant,  and  so  soon  as  a  supply  of  coal  can  be  taken  on  board  I 
shall  continue  the  search  for  the  Stouter.  Commander  Porter,  of  the 
Powhatan ,  I  am  pleased  to  learn,  has  also  been  sent  by  Flag-Officer 
Mervine  to  search  for  her,  and  it  is  hoped  something  definite  will  soon 
be  ascertained  regarding  her. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  communication  many  defects  regarding  the 
efficiency  of  this  ship,  and  hope  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will 
permit  that  the  Department  will  authorize  her  return  to  the  United 
States  for  the  necessary  repairs.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Scott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  relative  to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

17.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Key  West ,  August  26.  1861. 

Sir:  I  learn  tlie  Sumter  is  now  at  Porto  Bello  without  money,  credit, 
or  coal;  I  shall  therefore  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  that  point,  touch¬ 
ing  at  Alacran  Beef,  off  Yucatan,  where  it  is  believed  the  Sumter  has 
sent  prizes. 

I  shall  also  touch  at  Aspinwall,  that  being  the  nearest  point  where 
coal  can  be  had.  The  order  of  the  Department  directs  me,  after  obtain¬ 
ing  something  definite  of  the  Sumter ,  to  report  at  Key  West  for  the 
Gulf  Squadron.  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  I  learn  from  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Trenchard,  commands  the  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron  and 
Flag-Officer  Pendergrast  the  Gulf  Squadron.  I  am  therefore  in  doubt 
as  to  which  squadron  the  Department  desires  me  to  report  and  ask  to 
be  informed  at  Aspinwall. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  II.  Scott, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Allan  McLane,  esq.,  president 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  regarding  measures  for  protection 
of  California  steamers. 


Navy  Department,  August  27,  1861. 

Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  relating  to  the  safety  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  steamer,  has  been  received.  You  are  informed  in  reply  that  the 
steam  ships  of  war  Keystone  State,  Richmond ,  and  Penguin  are  cruising 
for  the  Sumter  and  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  California  steamer. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

|  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Allan  McLane,  New  York. 


Instructions  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Brasher,  U'.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bainbridgc,  relative  to  convoying  mail 

St6Ci7U6fS. 

Navy  Department,  August  28, 1861. 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  convoy  any  of  the  mail  steamers  bound 
from  Aspinwall  to  New  York  with  treasure  some  50  or  00  miles  froth 
the  former  port,  provided  the  commanders  of  those  vessels  require  of 
you  such  service.  After  the  performance  of  this  duty  you  will  imme¬ 
diately  return  to  your  anchorage  oft  Aspinwall. 

‘i  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  tie  Navy.] 

Commander  T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge ,  Aspinwall,  New  Granada. 
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Report  of  Commander  Carp  end  er,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  store- 
ship  Falmouth ,  relative  to  safe  shipment  of  arms  from  California ,  with 
enclosures  on  the  same  subject. 

U.  S.  Storeship  Falmouth, 

Aspinwall ,  August  28 ,  1861. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  letters  explain  themselves.  Captain  Tin- 
klepaugh,  at  the  suggestion  of  Commander  Brasher,  agreed  to  take 
the  Bainbridge’s  12-pounder  brass  howitzer  with  shell  ammunition 
on  board,  but  went  to  sea  without  it.  The  hope  is  that  the  Northern 
Light  will  go  through  safely;  but  if  she  should  meet  with  any  acci¬ 
dent  to  her  machinery  and  lie  caught  in  that  predicament  by  the  rebel 
cruisers,  she  will  wish  she  had  heeded  some  of  our  suggestions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Cakpender, 
Reserved  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Pacific, 

San  Francisco ,  August  <9,  1861. 

Str:  Captain  Walleu  with  his  company  leaves  in  the  Sonora  to-mor¬ 
row  in  charge  of  30,000  stand  of  arms,  which  have  been  ordered  to  be 
sent  from  this  Department  to  New  York  immediately.  As  these  arms 
would  be  a  double  loss  to  the  Government  if  they  should  be  captured, 
I  would  respectfully  and  earnestly  ask  your  cooperation  in  this  affair. 

Although  it  is  highly  important  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  the 
transmission  of  these  arms,  it  is  still  more  important  that  they  should 
go  safely.  I  am  not  sure  that  in  the  absence  of  orders  you  may  not 
think  it  advisable  to  send  them  in  a  Government  ship  or  immediately 
under  convoy.  The  security  of  these  arms  is  so  vitally  important 
that  I  am  confident  the  Government  will  approve  of  any  measures  you 
may  think  proper  to  take  to  insure  it. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Brigadier -General,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 

Captain  Carpender, 

U.  S.  Naval  Commander ,  Aspinwall,  New  Granada. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  Storeship  Falmouth, 
Aspinwall,  New  Granada,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  8tli  instant,  and  of  entering  heartily  and  cordially  into  all  your 
views  in  relation  to  the  precious  charge  on  board  the  Northern  Light.  I 
have  addressed  the  accompanying  letter  to  Captain  Tinklepaugli  for 
his  serious  consideration. 

There  is  no  Government  vessel  in  which  the  arms  could  be  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  United  States,  and  if  there  were  it  would  depend  upon  the 
pleasure  ot  the  officer  commanding  her  whether  he  would  ship  them  in 
her,  as  my  authority  is  limited  to  the  command  of  this  ship.  I  await 
the  answer  of  Captain  Tinklepaugli,  and  will  communicate  it  to  Cap- 
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tain  Wallen,  in  order  that  you  may  correctly  understand  the  state  of 
things  at  the  last  moment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Carpender, 
Reserved  Commander. 

Brigadier- General  E.  Y.  Sumner, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Pacific ,  San  Francisco ,  Cal. 

[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

U.  S.  Storeshtp  Falmouth, 

Aspinwall ,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  The  immense  importance  of  the  interests  involved  will  justify 
me  in  addressing  this  letter  to  you.  You  have  seen  the  letter  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Sumner  to  me  urging  me  by  every  consideration  of  duty  and  patriot¬ 
ism  to  insure,  as  far  as  was  possible  in  my  power,  the  safe  conveyance 
of  the  30,000  arms  on  board  your  ship  to  the  United  States. 

The  only  suggestions  I  could  make  were,  first,  that  you  should  take 
the  Bainhridge  in  tow,  and  thus  be  protected  by  her  guns;  but  Colonel 
Totten  and  yourself  thought  that  this  would  be  attended  with  great 
delay  and  inconvenience  to  your  vessel,  causing  great  uneasiness  at 
home,  and  perhaps  obliging  you  to  stop  on  the  way  for  coal,  in  all  of 
which  I  concurred.  Next,  that  you  should  better  be  able  to  work  your 
guns  from  the  stern  by  raising  a  platform  above  the  steering  gear;  and 
last,  that  part  of  the  armament  and  crew  of  the  Bainhridge,  with  her 
only  lieutenant,  should  be  placed  on  board  of  your  ship.  The  more  I 
think  of  this  last  suggestion  the  more  desirous  am  I  that  it  should  meet 
your  approbation. 

Commander  Brasher  stands  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  of  mere  con¬ 
venience  and  any  abridgment  of  his  armament  that  may  be  thought 
conducive  to  the  public  interests;  and,  for  myself,  in  urging  upon  you 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  I  fully  assume  all  the  responsibility  of  my 
position,  and  though  powerless  to  make  my  will  heeded,  can  not  refrain 
from  expressing  the  opinion  that,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  the  plan 
proposed  by  me  will  have  the  sanction  of  the  Government,  and  be  duly 
and  properly  appreciated  and  commended  by  the  patriotic  individual 
in  whose  service  you  are  employed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Carpender, 
Reserved  Commander. 

Captain  Tinklepaugh, 

Steamship  Northern  Light. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Steamship  Northern  Light, 

Aspinwall,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date  in  regard  to  the  proper  meas¬ 
ures  to  be  taken  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  Government  property  on 
board  of  this  ship  has  been  received.  In  this  you  agree  with  my  objec¬ 
tions  to  taking  the  Bainhridge  in  tow.  As  regards  her  armament,  I 
think  it  entirely  too  heavy  for  the  upper  deck  of  this  ship,  which  is  the 
only  one  on  which  it  can  be  used,  and  with  my  present  armament  I  do 
not  think  the  officer  and  men  could  be  of  any  service.  It  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  of  the  first  importance  that  the  property  should  reach  the  United 
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States  in  safety,  but  I  do  not  see  that  I  can  do  anything  further  at 
present  to  insure  its  transmission. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  Tinklepaugii, 
Captain  S.  8.  Northern  Light. 

Commander  E.  W.  Carpender, 

U.  8.  Stores  hip  Falmouth. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

U.  S.  Storeship  Falmouth, 

Aspinwall ,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter  in  answer  to  mine,  and  I  now  suggest  that 
you  tow  the  Bainbridge  out  to  the  trade  wind,  and,  taking  the  route  of 
Cape  San  Antonio,  have  her  accompany  you  until  you  are  entirely  past 
all  danger  from  the  rebel  cruisers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Carpender, 
Reserved  Commander . 

Captain  Tinklepaugii, 

Commanding  Steamer  Northern  Light. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron ,  to  Captain  Ritchie ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sara¬ 
nac,  to  cruise  for  the  protection  of  California  steamers. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  When  requisite  repairs  shall  have  been  effected  on  the  Saranac, 
under  your  command,  you  will  fill  up  with  provisions,  water,  and  coal, 
and  present  requisitions  for  the  approval  of  the  commandant  at  Mare 
Island  for  powder  and  shell  to  make  up  your  deficiency  (for  practice), 
and  the  moment  you  are  ready  for  sea  proceed  with  the  Saranac  to 
Cape  San  Lucas,  and  cruising  in  that  vicinity  you  will  afford  all  neces¬ 
sary  protection  to  our  mail  steamers  in  their  transit  to  and  from  San 
Francisco,  and  watch  over  the  general  interests  of  our  commerce  with 
ports  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

It  is  supposed  that  privateers  may  be  fitted  out  under  commissions 
issued  by  the  assumed  authorities  of  seceded  States,  with  a  view  to 
capturing  mail  steamers  with  treasure  and  our  merchant  vessels  in  the 
Pacific.  You  will  therefore  keep  a  vigilant  lookout  for  vessels  of  that 
description  and  use  your  utmost  efforts  to  capture  any  that  you  may 
fall  in  with  or  hear  of  having  approached  the  line  of  coast  placed  under 
your  special  protection.  Should  you  hear  of,  or  have  sufficient  reason 
to  suspect,  any  hostile  movements  by  secessionists  of  our  country  upon 
Lower  California,  with  a  view  to  invasion  and  the  conquest  of  that 
territory,  it  will  be  your  duty  promptly  to  employ  the  means  at  your 
disposal  in  preventing  the  consummation  of  such  designs,  giving  the 
earliest  intimation  thereof  to  Brigadier-General  Sumner  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  who  is  instructed  by  the  War  Department  to  cooperate  with  the 
naval  force  in  the  Pacific  in  effecting  that  object. 
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You  will,  sir,  communicate  all  information  haying  reference  to  the 
public  interests  and  those  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  advise 
me  by  every  mail  of  your  proceedings.  Acapulco  being  the  nearest 
point  where  coal  can  be  obtained,  in  order  to  avoid  too  frequent  inter¬ 
ruptions  in  the  prosecution  of  duties  assigned  you  it  is  important  that 
you  observe  the  strictest  economy  in  the  use  of  your  coal  by  keeping 
the  Saranac  under  sail  at  all  times  when,  in  your  judgment,  a  due 
regard  to  the  interests  committed  to  your  care  will  permit  you  to  do  so. 

The  enclosed  order  you  will  please  hand  to  Commander  Middleton 
upon  falling  in  with  the  St.  Mary's,  off  Cape  San  Lucas. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Captain  Bobert  Ritchie, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Saranac,  San  Francisco ,  Cal. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  August  29,  1861. 

Sir:  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Saranac,  Captain  Robert  Ritchie 
(appointed  for  your  relief),  off  Cape  San  Lucas,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  sloop  St.  Mary's,  under  your  command,  to  the  coast  of  Upper  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  cruise  between  the  port  of  San  Francisco  and  the  island  of 
San  Miguel,  off  Santa  Barbara,  for  the  object  of  giving  protection  to 
our  mail  steamers  in  their  transit  to  and  from  San  Francisco,  and  also 
to  secure  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  liability  to  cap¬ 
ture  by  privateers  of  our  seceded  States. 

You  will  be  vigilant  in  observing  the  movements  of  all  vessels  of  a 
suspicious  or  doubtful  character,  and  use  your  utmost  efforts  to  effect 
the  capture  of  Southern  privateers  or  other  vessels  under  the  seces¬ 
sion  flag,  if  fallen  in  with.  It  is  desirable,  sir,  that  you  sight  the  mail 
steamers  on  every  trip  while  passing  your  position  on  the  coast,  and 
please  keep  me  advised  by  mail  of  your  proceedings.  Letters  for  your 
ship  will  be  sent  to  San  Francisco. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Edward  Middleton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  St  Mary's, 

Off  Cape  San  Lucas ,  Lower  California. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  president  Panama  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  regarding  measures  far  protection  of  California  steamers. 

Navy  Department,  August  29,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  has  been  received. 
The  Department  has  not  overlooked  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  let¬ 
ter  and  sometime  since  dispatched  steamers  to  visit  the  passages 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and  to  afford  protection 
to  the  California  steamers.  It  has  now,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
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copy  of  a  telegram  to  Allan  McLane,  esq.,  and  ol  the  instructions  to 
Commander  T.  M.  Brasher,  directed  the  brigs  Perry  and  Bainbndge  to 
convoy  those  steamers  through  the  passage. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  1  Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.} 

D.  Hoadley,  Esq., 

President  Panama  B.  B.  Co.,  and  others,  New  York. 

[Enclosure—  Telegram .  ] 

Navy  Department,  August  28,  1861. 

For  the  present  the  Department  proposes  to  place  the  heavily  armed 
brig  Perry  to  cruise  constantly  through  the  Mariguana  Passage,  bhe 
might  be  towed  through  both  ways  by  the  steamers. 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Allan  McLane, 

88  Wall  Street ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pow¬ 
hatan,  relative  to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  and  enclosing  correspond¬ 
ence  with  the  governor  of  Curasao. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Guragao,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday  in  search  of  the  Sumter,  and 
hear  nothing  positive  about  her.  There  is  a  report  here  that  she  cap¬ 
tured  a  coal  vessel  about  ten  days  ago  bound  to  this  place,  the  only  cap¬ 
ture  we  hear  of  since  she  captured  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  which  we  found 
in  Cienfuegos  under  the  charge  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  The  gover¬ 
nor  of  this  place  has  taken  so  strange  a  view  of  the  Sumter  case  (receiv¬ 
ing  her  as  a  vessel  of  war)  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  protest  against 
such  acknowledgment,  which  communication  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
you.  The  Sumter  was  so  well  treated  here  that  she  is  coming  again, 
though  the  governor  has  promised  not  to  admit  her  or  give  her  auy 
assistance.  I  heard  yesterday  that  she  was  stranded  in  the  harbor  of 
Trinidad,  where  I  am  going  to  see  if  the  report  is  true.  She  is  still  on 
this  coast,  I  am  sure,  and  will  finally  return  to  Cienfuegos,  not  know¬ 
ing  that  her  prizes  have  been  given  up  and  anticipating  finding  money 
for  the  sale  of  them  in  the  hands  of  her  prize  agent,  with  whom  they 
were  left.  If  a  fast  steamer  was  sent  at  once  to  Cienfuegos  down  the 
south  side  of  Cuba,  with  orders  to  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  with 
steam  up,  she  would  catch  the  Sumter ,  for  she  will  be  short  of  coal  wdien 
she  gets  there.  She  has  increased  her  crew  to  140  men  and  carries  the 
same  armament,  four  light  32-pounders  and  one  64-pounder  pivot  abaft 
the  foremast.  The  appearance  of  this  ship  here  has  had  a  most  excel¬ 
lent  effect  in  damaging  the  reputation  of  these  quasi-rebel  ships  of  war. 
I  only  regret  that  her  condition  will  require  her  to  go  home  so  soon.  I 
have  had  her  bottom  examined  here  by  divers.  Part  of  her  false  keel 
is  knocked  off,  her  forefoot  gone,  and  500  sheets  of  copper  off,  damage 
sustained  by  running  ashore  in  the  China  seas.  I  sail  day  after  to-mor¬ 
row  to  pursue  my  search,  hoping  to  hear  something  of  the  Sumter  in 
the  meantime. 
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The  Keystone  State  passed  this  port  fourteen  days  since.  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  Sumter  took  coal  enongli  in  Trinidad  to  go  to 
Pernambuco,  in  Brazil;  if  she  has  gone  there  she  will  be  able  to  obtain 
plenty  of  coal  on  the  way,  at  Pasa  [Para]  and  other  places,  and  unless 
followed  up  will  do  an  immense  amount  of  damage.  In  case  it  is 
intended  to  send  vessels  in  that  direction  in  search  of  the  Sumter ,  the 
following-  places  on  the  route  will  supply  coal :  St.  Thomas,  Antigua, 
Guadeloupe,  Martinique,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  Grenada,  Trinidad, 
Barbados,  Pernambuco,  or  any  port  in  Brazil.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  Sumter  is  still  in  the  Caribbean  Sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 


IT.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Curasao,  August  30,  1861. 

Excellency  :  In  the  pleasant  interview  which  I  had  with  you  this 
morning  1  could  not  help  being  surprised  at  the  decision  your  Excellency 
had  made  in  relation  to  the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  so  called 
Confederate  States  of  the  South,  namely,  that  vessels  of  war,  so  called, 
would  be  permitted  to  enter  here,  and  receive  supplies  of  coal,  etc., 
once,  but  not  a  second  time. 

It  was  by  this  decision  the  armed  steamer  Sumter ,  claiming  to  be  a 
ship  of  war,  entered  here  and  obtained  supplies  of  coal,  by  which  she 
alone  was  enabled  to  inflict  serious  damage  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  If  this  practice  is  admitted  by  the  colonies  of  all  the 
European  powers  in  these  seas,  it  is  equivalent  to  having  those  powers 
aiding  these  quasi  men-of-war,  which,  if  they  existed  in  any  numbers, 
would  soon  put  a  stop  to  the  United  States’  commerce.  I  find  that 
this  practice  prevails  in  the  West  India  ports  of  other  nations  besides 
your  own,  and  that  the  rebels  who  are  in  arms  against  the  lawful  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  United  States  are  by  this  act  admitted  to  all  the  rights 
of  a  belligerent  power.  This  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  amity  which  are  due  to  the  United  States  from 
nations  with  whom  we  have  had  long-standingtreaties,  and  with  whom 
we  have  always  had  an  honorable  representation,  while  all  recognition 
has  been  denied  to  the  commissioners  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  by  every  European  power.  I  am  aware  that  your  excellency 
has  received  instructions  not  to  admit  any  privateers  or  their  prizes  to 
enter  your  ports,  and  that  the  Sumter  has  been  admitted  on  the  ground 
that  she  was  a  vessel  of  war.  Your  excellency  must  admit  that  until 
the  so-called  Confederate  States  are  acknowledged  by  some  of  the 
European  governments,  and  until  they  prove  themselves  capable  of 
defeating  the  efforts  of  the  U.  S.  Government  to  bring  them  back  to 
their  allegiance,  that  they  must  be  considered  as  part  of  the  States  com¬ 
prising  the  Union,  and  our  Constitution  forbids  any  State  fitting  out 
letters  of  marque,  men-of-war,  or  equiping  armies;  and  all  vessels 
fitting  out  contrary  to  the  wording  of  the  Constitution  do  so  illegally, 
and  are  good  prizes  to  any  nation  that  may  capture  them. 

It  is  not  likely  that  your  Excellency  will  ever  be  troubled  with  any 
more  steamers  belonging  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  tor  by  this 
time  the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  in  a  position  to  blockade 
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every  harbor  or  outlet  from  those  States;  but  if  such  a  thing-  should 
occur,  and  a  vessel  calling  herself  a  ship  of  war  should  come  here,  I  do 
not  see  how  the  United  States  could  help  construing  it  as  an  unfriendly 
act  on  the  part  of  your  Government  if  such  vessels  should  receive 
facilities  here  for  pursuing  their  maraudings,  and  thus  be  enabled  to 
capture  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Not  wishing  to  dictate  to  your  Excellency  what  your  duty  should  be 
under  the  circumstances  until  you  receive  further  instructions  on  the 
subject,  it  strikes  me  that  the  Dutch  Government,  not  having  alluded 
to  vessels  of  war  iu  your  instructions,  ignored  such  a  classification  of 
vessels  altogether,  and  can  only  recognize  them  as  privateers  under 
any  circumstances  whatever.  Under  the  state  of  the  case  it  appears 
to  me  that  friendly  acts  of  your  Government  are  more  due  to  the  United 
States  than  to  a  rebellious  branch  of  it,  and  that  you  at  least  have  dis¬ 
cretionary  power  enough  left  you  to  prevent  a  course  of  things  which 
can  not  help  meeting  with  the  strongest  protest  of  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment.  A  refusal  to  admit  those  privateers,  or  pirates,  or  quasi  ships  of 
war,  into  your  ports  puts  an  end  at  once  to  depredations  on  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  I  am  sure  that  such  a  course  will  meet  the  approbation  of 
your  home  Government  and  cement  the  bonds  of  friendship  which  have 
hitherto  existed  between  the  two  countries.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pro¬ 
tect  to  your  Excellency  against  the  acknowledgment  on  your  part  of 
vessels  claiming  to  be  ships  of  war  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
and  I  hope  that  your  excellency  will  on  due  consideration  perceive  the 
weight  of  my  objection  to  the  decision  you  have  made,  and  rectify  it  so 
far  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  will  not  suffer  through  any 
tolerance  of  yours  until  you  receive  specific  instructions  from  your  Gov- 
ment,  which  you  told  me  you  expect  shortly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commander  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan. 

His  Excellency  J.  D.  Crol, 

Governor  of  Curasao. 


Curasao,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir:  Giving  myself  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  the 
30th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  the  interview  I  had  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  having  with  you  in  the  morning  ot  yesterday,  1  mentioned  to  you 
that  whereas  the  Netherlands  Government  was  desirous  to  observe  a 
strict  neutrality  during  the  existing  disturbances  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  warnings  and  instructions  had  been  issued  accordingly  by 
the  said  Government,  containing  among  others  “that  no  privateers, 
under  whatever  colors,  or  provided  with  whatsoever  commissions  or  let¬ 
ters  de  marque,  shall  be  admitted  in  the  ports  or  roadsteads  of  the 
Netherlands  dominions.” 

I  further  stated  to  you  as  my  opinion,  alluding  to  the  case  of  the  Sum¬ 
ter,  that  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  principle  of  neutrality 
adopted  by  the  Netherlands  Government  to  allow  vessels  of  war  of  the 
Confederate  States,  cruising  in  these  waters,  repeatedly  to  visit  this  port 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  them  selves  with  provisions,  coal,  etc.,  and  so 
to  make  this  place  the  starting  point  of  their  operations;  consequently, 
acting  upon  these  considerations,  I  would  object  to  the  Confederate 
States  man-of-war  steamer  Sumter  again  being  admitted  into  this  port 
on  the  event  she  made  her  appearance  a  second  time. 
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At  the  same  time  I  beg  to  reiterate  what  I  had  the  honor  of  mention¬ 
ing  to  you  verbally,  in  yesterday’s  interview,  that  in  submitting  the 
case  of  the  Sumter  to  the  decision  of  the  supreme  Government,  I  requested 
at  the  same  time  further  instructions  on  the  subject,  and  how  to  act  iu 
future  on  similar  occasions. 

In  the  meantime  I  consider  myself  bound,  in  expectation  of  those 
instructions,  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  existing  regulations  to  the  effect 
that  during  the  existing  disturbances  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
no  privateers,  under  whatever  colors,  and  provided  with  whatsoever 
commissions  or  letter  de  marque,  with  or  without  prizes,  maybe  admitted 
into  this  port  unless  in  case  of  distress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  respectfully, 

J.  D.  Crol, 

The  Governor  of  Curasao  Dependencies. 

Commander  U.  S.  Man-of-war  Steamer  Powpiatan, 

In  this  Harbor. 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Curasao ,  A  ugust  31,  1861. 

Excellency  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  31st  August,  1861,  and  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
my  return  to  the  subject  of  my  first  communication  to  you.  All  that 
your  Excellency  states  in  your  letter  of  this  date  1  fully  understood 
when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  an  interview  with  you  yesterday,  but  1 
endeavored  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  "all  vessels  fitted 
out  by  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  North  America  can  only  be 
considered  as  privateers  by  European  nations  (and  by  our  own  laws 
they  are  pirates),  unless  any  nation  has  recognized  the  independence 
of  said  States.  Your  intentions  with  regard  to  privateers  were  made 
very  plain  to  me,  and  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  U.  S. 
Government,  but  coupled  with  your  explanation  was  a  determination 
expressed  by  your  excellency  to  admit  once  and  supply  with  coal 
any  other  steamer  besides  the  Sumter  claiming  to  be  a  man-of-war  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States.  Your  Excellency’s  Government  in 
Holland  has  not  recognized  the  right  of  the  rebellious  States  of  North 
America  to  fit  out  men-of-war,  or  they  would  have  issued  instructions  at 
the  same  time  they  laid  down  their  rule  of  neutrality  with  regard  to 
privateers. 

1  feel  quite  confident  that  your  Government,  acting  in  that  good  faith 
which  has  always  characterized  it,  will  decline  recognizing  the  right  of 
our  rebellious  States  to  fit  out  ships  of  war:  indeed  they  can  not  recog¬ 
nize  that  right  unless  they  consider  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  broken  asunder,  and  set  at  naught  all  our  rights  as  a  govern¬ 
ment  and  a  nation.  I  beg  leave  to  say  to  your  Excellency  that  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  have  but  two  vessels  they  style  men-of- 
war  vessels,  the  Sumter  and  a  similar  one  called  the  McRae ,  and  it  is 
in  case  that  the  latter  vessel  should  get  to  sea  (which  is  not  likely),  that 
I  would  request  your  Excellency  to  refuse  her  admittance  into  your 
ports  or  roadsteads,  or  allow  her  to  obtain  supplies  of  coal  and  other 
articles  that  will  enable  her  to  commit  depredations  on  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States;  for  if  she  obtains  coal  here  only  once,  as  did  the 
Sumter ,  it  will  enable  her  to  do  a  deal  of  harm,  while  without  those 
supplies  she  would  be  harmless,  and  likely  soon  fall  into  the  hands  ot 
the  Government  whose  laws  she  would  have  set  at  defiance.  It  would 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  communicate  to  my  Government  your  Excel- 
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lency’s  just  and  favorable  answer  to  this,  iny  proposition,  convinced  as 
I  am  that  it  would  be  an  evidence  of  the  friendly  feeling  of  the  Dutch 
Government  and  prevent  complications  at  some  future  time;  for  I  do 
not  think  that  the  U.  S.  Government  can  ever  admit  the  recognition  of  a 
so-called  Confederate  man-of-war  vessel  by  a  foreign  government. 
While  those  States  are  considered  as  part  of  the  American  Union,  it  is 
very  natural  to  suppose  that  an  unfriendly  act  of  this  kind  would 
impair  the  friendly  feelings  existing  between  the  two  nations,  which 
is  much  to  be  deprecated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commander  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

His  Excellency  -J.  D.  Crol, 

Governor  of  Curagao  and  Dependencies. 


Curasao,  September  1 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  Having  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday’s 
date,  received  this  morning,  I  can  only  express  my  sincere  regret  in  not 
having  succeeded  to  convince  you  that  in  the  face  of  positive  instruc¬ 
tions  emanated  from  the  supreme  Government  with  regard  to  the 
strict  neutrality  to  be  observed  during  the  existing  disturbances  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  1  can  not  act  otherwise  than  conformably 
to  these  directions,  which,  moreover,  have  publicly  been  notified,  not 
considering  myself  qualified  either  to  alter  or  to  modify  them. 

As  I  already  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  having  lost  no 
time  in  submitting  the  case  of  the  Stimter  to  the  decision  of  my  Gov¬ 
ernment,  requesting  at  the  same  time  to  be  furnished  with  further 
instructions  on  the  subject  and  how  to  act  in  future  on  similar  occa¬ 
sions,  I  feel  persuaded  it  will  be  acknowledged  as  an  evidence  of  my 
anxiety  to  prevent  any  complication  between  the  respective  Govern¬ 
ments  and  of  my  ardent  desire  not  in  the  least’  to  impair,  but  on  the 
contrary  to  consolidate,  the  friendly  feelings  and  good  understanding 
between  the  two  nations. 

I  havethe  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Crol, 

Governor  of  Curagao  and  Dependencies. 

His  Honor  David  D.  Porter, 

Commander  of  the  U.  S  S.  Powhatan,  Curagao  Harbor. 


Instructions  from  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Palmer 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  relative  to  search  for  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  September  1, 1861. 
Sir:  You  will  prepare  your  vessel  for  sea  with  all  dispatch  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  West  Indies  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate  steamers  Sumter  and 
McRae.  The  Department  can  not  give  you  definite  instructions  with 
regard  to  these  vessels,  but  must  intrust  the  pursuit  to  your  good  judg¬ 
ment  alter  arriving  there,  where  you  will  no  doubt  obtain  later  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  their  movements.  The  Sumter  has  been  twice  to  Cienfuegos, 
once  to  Santiago,  on  the  coast  end  of  Cuba,  once  to  St.  Thomas,  once 
to  Curasao,  and  was  last  heard  of  at  Ponce,  Porto  [Puerto]  Eico.  The 
McRae  has  only  been  heard  of  as  having  escaped  from  New  Orleans. 
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It  is  desirable  that  you  should  return  to  Hampton  Roads  by  the  5th  of 
October  unless  you  are  then  on  the  track  of  some  ot  these  pirates. 

Ihe  California  gold  steamers  pass  through  the  Mariguana  Passage, 
and  between  Navassa  and  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  portion  of  the  last  report  received  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  from  Commander  Scott,  of  the  Keystone  State ,  relating  to  his 
search  for  the  Sumter ,  together  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Flag- 
Officer  Mervine  on  the  same  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Commander  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sloop  Iroquois ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Palmer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois ,  forwarding  information  of  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  September  2,  1861. 
Sir  :  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  just  received  from 
Commander  D.  D.  Porter,  commanding  the  steamship  Powhatan ,  off  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  Mississippi,  and  may  be  useful  to  you  in  your 
search  for  the  Sumter: 


*  ■*  *  I  know  as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  surmise  where  the  rendezvous  of 

Semmes  will  be.  His  plan  is  to  sink,  burn,  and  destroy  all  that  is  not  very  valua¬ 
ble,  and  no  pirate  that  ever  swam  the  ocean  had  such  an  opportunity  for  doing  dam¬ 
age,  for  he  can  do  it  with  impunity.  Let  the  Department  lit  out  some  fast  steamers 
with  rifle  guns  and  send  one  to  the  bay  of  Samana  at  the  east  end  of  Haiti.  He  will 
be  found  there  or  I’ll  lose  my  head.  There  are  hiding  holes  there  known  to  Semmes, 
where  a  hundred  prizes  might  lie  concealed.  There  is  also  a  place  in  the  same 
island,  Ocoa  Bay,  wrell  known  to  Semmes  (I  was  there  with  him),  where  a  thousand 
vessels  might  lie  concealed  and  no  one  know  of  it.  There  are  places  around  the 
Isle  of  Pines,  where  the  devil  himself  would  not  find  vessels  unless  he  knew  the 
locality.  I  have  heen  all  through  them  and  know  them  well;  so  does  Semmes.  If 
he  gets  hard  pushed  he  can  find  shelter  among  the  reefs  on  the  Mosquito  Banks.  No 
one  would  think  of  following  him  there.  There  is  no  reason  why  he  can  not  get  into 
New  Orleans  at  any  time.  Southeast  Pass  is  open  with  10  feet  of  water  at  low  tide. 
The  Sumter  only  draws  12  feet  light,  and  it  is  easy  enough  to  drag  her  through  the 
mud.  Two  tugboats  lie  in  the  passes  all  the  time  ready  for  that  emergency,  and 
we  don’t  know  what  goes  in  or  out  at  night. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Commander  J.  S.  Palmer, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Iroquois ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois ,  acknowledging  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 
Hampton  Roads,  September  3,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  just  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tbe  1st  of  September  (tbe 
mail  seems  to  have  been  interrupted  for  a  day).  I  shall  have  all  my 
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stores  on  board  by  the  day  after  to-morrow  and  proceed  to  the  W  est 
Indies,  agreeably  to  your  instructions.  I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  how¬ 
ever,  that  there  is  at  this  moment  only  the  gunboat  Flag  besides  myself 
at  this  anchorage.  The  Savannah,  Seminole,  and  Corwin  (which  is 
good  for  nothing)  are  at  Newport  News.  General  Wool  urges  me  not 
to  move  until  more  force  arrives ;  Captain  Hull  also  wishes  me  to  remain. 
I  shall  be  ready,  however,  on  the  day  after  to  morrow,  as  I  have  said 
above,  and  unless  telegraphed  to  remain  until  some  other  vessels  arrive, 
[shall]  proceed  at  once  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  from  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Glynn,  U.  S.Navy 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Macedonian,  to  cruise  on  South  American  coast 
and  in  the  West  Indies. 


Navy  Department,  September  4,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  written  at  Key  West,  reporting 
the  Macedonian  under  way  for  Aspinwall,  has  been  received.  The 
Department  desires  the  Macedonian  to  remain  on  the  West  India  Sta¬ 
tion  as  long  as  she  can  with  safety  to  the  health  of  her  officers  and 
crew.  The  moment  fever  shall  appear  on  board  of  such  type  and  prev¬ 
alence  as  to  render  it  advisable  to  seek  a  northern  climate,  you  will 
proceed  with  her  to  Philadelphia.  The  Macedonian  will  cruise  along 
the  South  American  coast  and  through  the  Leeward  and  Windward 
islands  and  the  Mona  Passage. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Macedonian ,  Aspinwall. 


Report  of  Commander  Brasher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  brig  Bain- 
bridge,  of  shipment  of  arms  from  California,  and  other  matters. 

U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 
Aspinwall ,  New  Granada,  September  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  my  communication  to  the  Department  by  last  steamer, 
dated  August  24,  30,000  stand  of  arms  from  California  were  shipped 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  within  letter,*  and  as  further  referred 
to  by  Commander  Carpender  of  the  Falmouth.  Of  the  enemy’s  vessels 
in  the  Caribbean  I  have  various  statements.  From  one  it  would  seem 
that  a  steamer  has  been  successively  at  Curasao,  Trinidad,  and  latterly 
off  La  Guayra,  represented  as  bearing  long  guns  and  called  the  Sumter . 


Not  fouud. 
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I  hear  of  no  definite  designs  of  the  enemy,  nor  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Mosquera  party  at  Bogota  to  assail  this  point.  It  is  rumored  (on 
the  od)  that  the  vessel  above  referred  to  was,  or  is,  at  Porto  Bello. 
Upon  inquiry,  the  best  and  fullest  I  can  make,  I  do  not  find  any  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  rumor.  1  expect  soon  to  hear  from  Porto  Bello  by  means 
as  reliable  as  the  times  afford. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  Spojford,  Tileston  &  Co.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  acting  masters  to  command  the  Havana 
steamships. 

29  Broadway,  New  York,  September  5,  1861. 
Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  notes  of 
24tli  and  27tli  ultimo  in  relation  to  the  officers  and  men  to  be  placed  on 
board  our  Havana  steamships.  We  accept  the  offer  made  in  your  letter 
of  27th  August  last.  We  think  that  the  suggestion  made  by  Com¬ 
modore  Breese  on  this  subject  a  good  one,  viz,  u  the  captains  of  the 
steamers  in  question  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
acting  masters,  U.  S.  Navy,  instead  of  appointing  other  acting  masters 
to  the  vessels.”  This  we  highly  approve  of,  as  it  is  of  the  utmost  con¬ 
sequence  to  good  order  and  discipline  to  have  each  steamer  and  all  the 
men  thereon  under  the  control  of  one  commander. 

In  case  you  should  also  approve  of  this  plan  we  give  you  below  the 
names  of  each  captain.  These  officers  have  been  in  our  employ  over 
fifteen  years,  are  thorough  navigators  and  seamen,  and  perfectly 
acquainted  with  our  coast.  Our  next  steamship  outward  will  be  the 
Marion ,  to  leave  about  the  10th  or  12tli  instant.  Captain  of  steamer 
Columbia ,  Richard  Adams;  captain  of  steamer  Marion ,  James  D.  Phil¬ 
lips;  both  of  New  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Spofford,  Tileston  &  Co. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


[Endorsement.] 


Direct  Commodore  Breese  to  put  on 
upon  as  in  Department’s  letter. 


board  the  number  of  men  agreed 
rG.  V.  Fox.] 


[Second  endorsement.] 

* 

Four  ordinary  seamen,  4  seamen,  1  quarter  gunner,  1  gunner’s  mate, 
4  landsmen. 


[Third  endorsement,] 

Appoint  them  acting  masters  without  pay. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 

Squadron,  of  injuries  to  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming  by  grounding,  transmitting 

report  of  commanding  officer. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  September  6,  1861. 

Sir:  For  tlie  information  of  tlie  Department  1  enclose  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Lieutenant  F.  K.  Murray,  while  tempo¬ 
rarily  in  command  of  the  steamer  Wyoming,  dated  Monterey,  Upper 
California,  August  18,  1861. 

Lieutenant  Murray  sailed  from  this  port  in  the  Wyoming  in  July  last, 
destined  for  service  off  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  under  instructions 
to  call  at  La  Paz  (Lower  California)  with  a  view  to  enquiries  in  relation 
to  supposed  designs  of  the  secessionists  upon  that  province,  as  indi¬ 
cated  in  your  letter  of  June  10,  enclosing  copies  of  communication  from 
Thomas  Sprague,  esq.,  late  U.  S.  commercial  agent  at  La  Paz,  addressed 
to  the  Department  of  State,  in  reference  to  said  designs  against  Lower 
California.  From  Lieutenant  Murray’s  letter  it  will  be  seen  that  our 
citizens  residing  at  La  Paz  ivere  wholly  ignorant,  and  seemed  to  have 
no  apprehension  of  any  such  movement  on  the  part  of  secessionists. 

I  greatly  regret,  sir,  that  the  Wyoming  should  have  been  run  upon  a 
coral  reef  in  leaving  the  harbor  of  La  Paz,  causing  injuries  which  will 
necessarily  require  that  vessel  to  be  docked  at  San  Francisco.  As  the 
Wyoming  was  under  pilotage  at  the  time,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
censure  can  properly  attach  to  Lieutenant  Murray  for  this  accident. 
For  the  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  etc.,  a  copy  of 
Lieutenant  Murray’s  report  will  be  duly  forwarded  to  that  bureau. 

Intelligence  received  from  commanders  of  the  squadron  and  other 
reliable  sources  assure  me  of  the  present  security  of  our  commerce  from 
interruption  along  the  coasts  of  Central  America,  Mexico,  and  the  Cali- 
fornias.  Privateers  have  neither  been  seen  nor  heard  of,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  are  fitting,  or  likely  to  be  fitted  out,  along 
this  line  of  coasts. 

Lieutenant  Shirley,  executive  officer  of  the  St.  Mary's,  under  date  of 
August  7,  reports  the  desertion  of  Boatswain  Robinson  of  that  ship  at 
Mare  Island  on  22d  of  July  last.  Commander  Middleton  assumed  the 
command  August  8.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  boat¬ 
swain  may  be  sent  to  the  St.  Mary’s;  also,  a  chaplain  to  supply  the  place 
of  Chaplain  Lewis  (detached)  on  board  of  this  ship. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  general  good  health  of  our  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew,  and  those  of  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  when  last 
heard  from. 

I  havethehonor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag  Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Wyoming, 

Monterey ,  Cal.,  August  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  we  arrived  here  yesterday,  having 
encountered  strong  northwest  winds  on  the  coast.  Our  coal  gave  out, 
and  Ave  anchored  with  but  2  tons  on  board.  There  is  none  to  be 
obtained  here,  but  1  shall  supply  the  ship  with  wood,  and  sail  immedi¬ 
ately  for  San  Francisco. 
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We  arrived  at  La  Paz  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  remained  there  five 
days.  Our  Government  has  at  present  no  consul  or  civil  agent  there. 
Prom  the  Americans  residing  in  the  city  I  learned  that  nothing  had 
been  heard  of  designs  upon  Lower  California.  I  explored  the  bay  and 
the  harbors  ot  the  vicinity  of  La  Paz,  and  found  no  suspicious  vessels. 
Leaving  the  harbor,  while  in  charge  of  the  Government  pilot,  the  ship 
was  run  on  shore  on  coral  rocks  in  a  situation  which  would  have  placed 
her  in  great  peril  had  one  of  the  gales  not  unusual  at  this  season  arisen. 
Our  efforts  to  get  off',  continued  through  the  day  and  night,  were  unavail¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  morning ‘the  schooner  Adrianna ,  of  San  Francisco,  for¬ 
tunately  passing,  I  chartered  her  at  $100  per  day  to  aid  us,  and  carried 
out,  by  her  means,  anchors  and  chains,  and  lightened  the  ship  of 
everything  but  the  coal  and  guns.  At  the  expiration  of  the  third  day 
we  succeeded  in  heaving  the  ship  off'.  Part  of  her  false  keel  floated  to 
the  surface  after  she  struck,  and  our  divers  report  injury  to  the  copper. 
Beyond  this  she  sustained  no  damage,  the  water  being  perfectly  smooth. 
I  shall  recommend,  on  my  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  that  she  be  docked. 
The  Adrianna  carried  passengers  and  was  out  of  water  and  provisions. 
I  supplied  them  and  towed  her  to  Gape  San  Lucas. 

I  touched  at  Magdalena  Bay  for  water,  and  remained  three  days. 
There  is,  I  am  convinced,  no  harbor  on  the  coast  more  likely  to  be 
resorted  to  than  this  by  vessels  having  designs  hostile  to  our  commerce. 
I  explored  it  and  found  nothing  suspicious. 

I  shall  forward  a  duplicate  of  this  report,  with  copy  of  contract  with 
the  master  of  the  Adrianna ,  upon  our  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  K.  Murray, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding, 

Flag-Officer  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Pacific  Squadron , 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster ,  Bay  of  Panama. 


Letter  from  Midshipman  Mahan,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  suggesting  a  plan  for  capture  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger,  September  9, 1861. 

Sir:  I  hope  you  will  overlook  what  may  appear  like  youthful  pre¬ 
sumption  in  addressing  you  on  the  subject  I  wish  to. 

The  ravages  of  the  pirate  Sumter  have  reached  a  pitch  that,  if  long- 
continued,  will  cast  an  undeserved  stigma  upon  the  Navy.  Her  speed, 
on  the  cruising  ground  she  has  chosen,  will  always  enable  her  to  obtain 
the  twenty-four  hours  shelter  granted  by  neutral  powers,  and  thus  a 
chance  of  escape  by  night,  which  can  only  be  prevented  by  surround¬ 
ing  her  with  a  chain  of  vessels  more  numerous  than  our  small  Navy 
and  extended  blockaded  coast  can  at  present  allow  us  to  devote  to  this 
object. 

Can  she  not  be  decoyed  under  fire,  or  even  boarded?  A  steamer 
can  not  do  this,  for  the  smallness  of  the  steam  mercantile  marine  would 
of  itself  render  her  liable  to  suspicion.  I  have  thought  that  a  sailing 
vessel,  as  one  of  the  lately  confiscated  rebel  vessels,  might  be  equipped 
with  a  heavy  pivot  gun  and  a  light  house  built  over  it,  such  as  are  often 
seen  in  merchant  ships,  and  which  could  not  excite  suspicion.  Lroad- 
side  guns  requiring  ports  would  be  incompatible  with  the  end  in  view. 
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Man  the  sliip  witli  a  hundred  men,  more  if  necessary.  Will  there  not 
be  a  probability  of  the  steamer  approaching  confidently — if  to  leeward, 
within  a  distance  to  render  boarding  practicable ;  if  to  windward,  so  as 
possibly  to  be  disabled  or  sunk  with  your  heavy  gun? 

Elaboration  of  detail  would  be  misplaced  here,  and  I  shall  not  attempt 
it.  I  am  aware  that  the  disadvantages  a  sailing  vessel  labors  under 
are  great,  and  my  idea  may  appear  rash  or  even  harebrained.  But  sup¬ 
pose  it  fail,  what  is  lost?  A  useless  ship,  a  midshipman,  and  a  hundred 
men.  If  it  succeed,  apart  from  the  importance  of  the  capture,  look  at 
the  prestige  such  an  affair  would  give  the  service.  Finally,  if  this  is 
so  fortunate  as  to  meet  your  approval  and  that  of  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  you  should  not  wish  to  risk  a  better  man,  I  beg  to  offer  myself 
to  lead  the  enterprise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  T.  Mahan, 

Midshipman,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  G. 


Report,  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron,  of  intended  departure  from  Panama  for  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Department,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  upon  the  relief  of  our  present  crew,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Gyane,  Commander  Bissell,  at  this  port,  I  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  Lancaster  to  the  coasts  of  Mexico  and  California  to  look 
out  for  our  interests  in  that  quarter. 

Affairs  on  the  isthmus  remain  quiet,  with  every  prospect  of  continued 
tranquillity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  State  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  enclosure 
from  U.  S.  consul,  regarding  G.  S.  S.  Sumter  and  other  vessels. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch,  received  this  morning  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Curacao,  respecting  the  movements  of  the  Sumter  and  of  other  vessels, 
one  of  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  privateer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Consulate, 
Curasao,  August  26,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  [to  inform]  you  that  on  the  15th  instant  the 
l .  o.  b.  Keystone  State ,  G.  H.  Scott  commander,  passed  before  this 
port  bound  to  the  westward.  The  pilot  boarded  her,  and  the  com¬ 
mander  stated  to  him  that  being  in  a  great  hurry  he  could  lose  no 
tune  in  entering  the  port;  he  inquired  from  him  about  the  Sumter ,  but 
finding  she  was  not  here,  proceeded  immediately.  She  was  last  from 
St.  Thomas.  I  have  no  further  information  regarding  the  whereabouts 
ol  the  Sumter;  she  was  not  seen  nor  reported  since  the  2d  instant,  and 
I  hope  she  is  by  this  time  in  the  hands  of  our  Government. 

The  bark  Venus  arrived  from  New  York  on  the  19th  instant,  and 
reports  having  been  chased  on  or  about  the  edge  of  the  Gulf  Stream 
by  a  brig  which  he  supposed  to  be  a  privateer.  The  captain  says  that 
he  was  chased  for  three  days,  but  his  vessel  being  very  fast  she  could 
not  come  up  with  him.  Fearing  privateers  on  the  coast,  the  captain 
has  sold  his  vessel  at  this  port  and  returns  under  the  Butch  flag,  and 
l  am  of  opinion  that  all  regular  vessels  trading  between  this  and  New 
York  will  do  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Moses  Jesurun, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Brasher ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Bain- 
bridge,  of  affairs  at  Aspinwall,  and  rumors  regarding  C.S.S.  Sumter. 

IJ.  S.  Brig  Bainbridge, 
Aspinwall,  New  Granada,  September  15,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
August  28,  directing  convoy  of  the  steamers  out  of  port.  Such  offers,  I 
am  happy  to  say,  have  always  been  made  them.  On  the  sailing  of  the 
last  steamer  we  accompanied  her  to  sea,  after  which  I  ran  to  Porto 
[Puerto]  Bello  and  anchored,  returning  the  next  day  to  Aspinwall. 

Loose  rumors  had  said  a  rebel  vessel,  the  Sumter,  was  there.  Not 
finding  her  there,  the  local  magistrate  affirming  that  no  such  vessel 
had  been  there,  1  must  conclude  that  she  had  not;  but  the  reconnoi- 
tering  officer,  the  first  lieutenant,  is  of  opinion  that  she  may  have 
been  there.  As  a  strategic  point,  that  port  and  neighboring  coast 
should  invite  an  enemy  in  wait  to  attack  this  point,  or  a  California 
steamer  on  her  departure  from  Aspinwall.  It  is  considered  by  some 
that  such  method  would  be  more  to  an  enemy’s  interest  than  most  any 
other. 

1  am  loosely  informed  that  it  may  be  the  design  of  quasi  passengers  to 
embark  in  the  steamer  with  intent  to  capture  her  by  some  sudden 
strategy  prearranged.  I  am  not  able  to  find  any  confirmation  at  all 
myself  of  any  such  combination.  For  my  own  part  I  know  that  such  an 
idea  has  always  been  in  view  and  acted  on  by  the  officers  of  the  steam¬ 
ships  with  every  care,  as  far  as  their  own  scrutiny  extends  over  the 
passengers.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  the  above  representation, 
at  the  same  time  to  state  that  for  my  own  part  I  do  not  judge  the  risk 
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of  sucli  an  occurrence  to  be  at  all  greater  or  in  any  way  different  at 

present  than  hitherto.  .  ,  „ 

Commander  Carpender,  of  the  Falmouth ,  storeship,  lies  quite  sick  ot 
a  repeated  attack  of  the  country  fever.  That  ship,  with  her  supplies 
and  stores,  is  thus  without  any  officer  on  duty,  the  two  young  clerks 
being  in  no  wise  qualified  to  defend  the  ship  in  case  of  attack  or  admin¬ 
ister  the  police  of  the  vessel  and  crew.  Moreover,  the  season  is  approach¬ 
ing  when  the  experience  of  an  able  seaman  should  attend  to  her  security 
at  her  anchors.  I  presume  our  many  enemies  in  this  region  dissemi¬ 
nate  (as  they  speak)  their  ideas  of  a  wish  to  burn  the  Falmouth  and 
assault  the  brig  when  they  may  deem  such  trial  expedient. 

Of  the  political  changes  going  on  in  this  country  and  their  great 
prejudice,  perhaps  entire  loss  of  terms  to  the  railroad,  1  presume  you 
are  thoroughly  informed  by  the  civil  agents. 

Should  Captain  Carpender  die,  I  will  assume  command  of  the  Falmouth 
mvself  aud  appoint  the  harbor  master  as  acting  master  pro  tempore. 

#  #  #  *  #  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Brasher, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Brig  Bainbridge. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Iroquois, 
of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  8.  8.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Bridgetown ,  Barbados,  West  Indies ,  September  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  As  an  opportunity  has  just  offered  direct  for  the  United  States, 
by  the  departure  to-morrow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mystic ,  I  think  it  well 
to  apprise  the  Government  of  the  little  news  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
thus  tar  respecting  the  pirate  steamer  Sumter. 

1  reached  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  after  a  passage  of  six  and  a  half 
days  from  Hamilton  Eoads.  Here  I  found  the  Keystone  State  coaling, 
and,  as  this  port  is  the  focus  of  all  West  Indian  news,  I  learned  of  the 
Sumter1  s  whereabouts  as  late  as  the  4th  of  September.  On  that  day  she 
left  Surinam,  saying  that  she  would  return  to  coal  in  a  fortnight,  but 
of  course  this  was  a  ruse.  The  Powhatan  had  left  St.  Thomas,  as  it 
was  said, for  Surinam,  several  days  before  my  arrival ;  she  consequently 
would  be  at  that  port  at  the  time  of  the  Sumter’s  supposed  return. 
Commander  Scott  and  myself  then  decided  that  he  would  leave  for  the 
coast  of  Guiana,  as  he  might  be  able  to  go  up  the  river  where  the 
Powhatan  could  not,  whilst  I  took  down  the  Caribbean  group,  looking 
in  at  the  ports  of  the  different  islands  where  coal  was  to  be  had,  think¬ 
ing  the  Sumter,  driven  from  the  mainland  by  the  presence  of  these  two 
ships,  might  come  over  to  replenish  her  coal  among  her  friends,  the 
English.  This  she  had  done  previously  at  Trinidad,  where  not  only 
coal  was  furnished  her,  but  everything  in  the  way  of  an  outfit,  even  to 
powder. 

Since  leaving  St.  Thomas  I  have  looked  into  Santa  Cruz,  St.  Kitts, 
Guadeloupe,  Martinique,  both  at  the  ports  of  St.  Pierre  and  Fort 
Royal,  communicating  with  the  consuls,  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 
To-morrow  I  shall  leave  for  Greuada  and  Trinidad;  at  the  latter  port 
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I  expect  to  meet  the  Keystone  State,  hy  which  time  she  will  have  to 
coal,  and  I  trust  will  have  some  news  of  the  Sumter. 

The  consul  at  this  port,  rather  to  my  surprise,  informed  me  that  the 
Powhatan  had  been  here  some  ten  days  since,  stopping  only  a  few 
hours,  and  leaving  word  that  she  would  return  here  to  coal  in  a  fort¬ 
night.  I  can  not  but  observe  that  the  sympathy  of  the  West  Indiesis 
with  the  Southern  cause,  and  that  the  French  and  English  governors 
interpret  the  proclamations  of  their  governments  as  to  perfect  neutrality 
into  a  determination  to  treat  both  the  Sumter  and  ourselves  as  vessels 
belonging  to  equally  legal  belligerent  powers.  The  French,  it  is  said, 
would  refuse  coal  to  either,  and  the  English  grant  to  both.  I  have  not,  as 
yet,  had  occasion  to  make  this  issue,  thinking  it  better  taste  to  avoid 
the  argument  so  long  as  I  can  obtain  coal  from  private  parties. 

I  lind  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  return  by  the  5th  of  October,  if 
I  am  to  assist  in  anything  like  a  search.  Should  I  upon  my  arrival  at 
Trinidad  hear  nothing  more  of  the  Sumter ,  I  shall  conclude,  as  has 
been  suggested  by  several  individuals,  that  she  has  left  the  West 
Indies  altogether  and  gone  to  the  Brazils,  in  which  case  I  shall  return 
immediately  to  Hampton  Roads,  but  can  not  expect  to  be  there  before 
the  middle  of  October. 

As  to  the  McRae,  I  have  heard  nothing  of  her.  She  is  commanded 
by  a  former  first  lieutenant  of  mine  (Huger),  who  was  with  me  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  my  own  idea  is  that  she  has  gone  direct  to  that  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

September  25,  1861. 

P.  S. — Learning  that  two  mail  steamers  arrive  to-day,  one  from 
Demerara,  the  other  from  Trinidad,  I  decided  to  await  their  intelli¬ 
gence,  as  it  might  alter  my  intended  cruise.  In  the  meanwhile,  a  vessel 
arrived  yesterday  from  Demerara,  saying  the  Powhatan  was  off  the 
light  ship  of  that  port  about  a  week  since,  and  sailed  N.  E.;  nothing 
heard  of  the  Sumter  since  leaving  Surinam  on  the  4th,  when  she  was 
seen  steering  N.  E.,  which  is  in  the  direction  of  the  Windward  Islands. 

I  shall  leave  this  port  probably  to-night;  the  Mystic  sails  to-day  at 
noon,  direct  for  Philadelphia.  [J-  S.  P.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  inclosing  correspondence  wi  th  the 
governor  of  Maranham. 

J  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Maranham,  Coast  of  Brazil,  September  24,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  from  this  place,  where  I  am  in 
search  of  the  Sumter,  privateer.  1  have  chased  her  from  point  to  point, 
and  have  gained  on  her  at  every  place,  though  in  the  absence  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  subject  I  had  to  speculate  on  the  course  she  would  likely 
pursue  She  last  left  Surinam  (Dutch  Guiana),  where  I  looked  in, 
housed  her  pipe,  and  steered  to  the  N.  W.  under  sail ;  for  which  reason 
I  sailed  to  the  S.  E.,  presuming  that  she  was  trying  to  deceive.  I  regret 
to  say  that  we  arrived  here  five  days  only  after  she  had  taken  her 
departure,  every  facility  having  been  offered  her  by  the  Government 
here  to  get  away;  three  days  before  I  entered  the  port  she  was  cruising 
off  the  harbor  in  hopes  of  capturing  a  New  York  brig  (the  Maria), 
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which  vessel  entered  with  me  and  escaped.  I  can  form  no  idea  where 
the  Sumter  is  at  this  time,  but  think  she  is  off  Cape  St.  "Roque.  I  will 
follow  her  as  long  as  my  engine  will  hold  together,  and  if  I  do  not  fol¬ 
low  her,  my  visit  here  will  enable  me  to  remove  the  evil  impressions 
circulated  here  or  elsewhere  by  the  officers  of  the  Sumter.  The  course 
of  the  governor  of  Maranliain  has  been  very  singular.  lie  was  really 
anxious  to  supply  the  Sumter  with  coal,  though  he  was  not  so  anxious 
that  this  ship  should  obtain  a  supply.  With  a  smaller  vessel  I  would 
have  caught  the  Sumter  ten  days  ago,  for  while  I  have  to  take  in  700 
tons  of  coal,  she  only  takes  100,  and  makes  about  the  same  speed 
this  ship  does.  In  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  governor 
of  this  place  I  communicated  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  inclose  a 
copy  of  my  correspondence.  I  would  recommend  that  one  of  our  best 
proq)eller  gunboats  be  sent  on  the  great  circle  track  to  Bio  de  Janeiro 
with  at  least  days’  coal  on  board.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Sumter  to  put  himself  on  the  track  of  East  India  home¬ 
ward  bound  vessels,  to  burn,  sink,  and  destroy;  he  has  taken  no  prizes 
since  the  capture  of  the  Abby  Bradford ,  and,  as  her  machinery  is 
rather  defective,  the  Sumter  can  not  make  very  good  speed,  and  can 
be  captured  if  chased  up.  They  have  not  the  faintest  idea  that  we  have 
been  so  close  upon  them,  but  are  cruising  in  perfect  security,  under  the 
impression  that  they  have  thrown  everything  off  the  track.  I  am  patch¬ 
ing  my  machinery  to  follow  her  if  I  can  gain  the  slightest  clue  to  her 
movements,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  so  many  secessionists  are  in  this 
place  who  have  combined  together  to  deceive  me  that  I  am  rather  at 
fault.  The  Sumter  got  ashore  coming  in  here,  lost  her  false  keel,  and 
leaks  badly.  She  remained  here  ten  days  and  left  with  15  of  her  crew 
in  irons.  She  has  now  only  106  men,  all  told.  If  I  can  not  get  the 
necessary  supplies  of  coal  herein  time  I  shall  have  to  return  to  Pensa¬ 
cola,  as  I  could  not  make  headway  against  the  strong  N.  E.  winds  without 
a  full  supply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 
Lieutenant ,  Comm  anding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Powhatan, 

Maranham ,  September  23,  1861. 

Excellency  :  I  arrived  at  your  port  yesterday  in  pursuit  of  a  ves¬ 
sel  called  the  Sumter ,  fitted  out  in  the  States  that  have  placed  them¬ 
selves  in  opposition  to  the  U.  S.  Government,  which  vessel  has  com¬ 
mitted  serious  depredations  on  vessels  carrying  the  American  flag. 

I  regret  to  hear  that,  by  a  decision  of  your  Excellency,  she  was 
allowed  to  receive  a  supply  of  coal,  which  is  contraband  of  war,  owing 
to  which  circumstance  she  will  be  enabled  to  do  still  further  harm  to 
the  commerce  of  my  country.  As  the  damage  has  been  done  it  may 
seem  like  an  act  of  supererogation  on  my  part  to  put  myself  in  com¬ 
munication  with  you;  but  understanding  that  the  views  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency  are  somewhat  opposed  to  those  of  your  counselors  and  that  you 
consider  that  you  are  acting  the  part  of  a  neutral  in  placing  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  and  a  privateer  on  the  same  footing,  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  endeavor  to  remove  the  false  impression  you  are  laboring 
under,  in  case  the  above-named  vessel,  or  one  similarly  appointed, 
should  enter  your  port  again  foi  the  purpose  of  making  this  a  point 
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from  which  to  direct  their  attacks  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

If  every  neutral  power  should  come  to  the  conclusion  to  supply  priva¬ 
teers  or  armed  vessels  of  any  kind  Avitli  munitions  of  war  (which  coal 
is)  there  would  be  an  end  in  a  short  time  to  all  the  property  of  oar 
merchants ;  but  fortunately  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which  the  Sumter 
has  been  treated  with  the  distinguished  consideration  shown  to  her  at 
your  port  and  by  your  Excellency’s  approbation.  The  governor  of 
Cienfuegos,  in  Cuba,  ordered  her  to  leave  the  outside  anchorage,  and 
would  not  permit  her  to  enter  the  port.  He  also  held  and  delivered  to 
the  United  States  authorities  seven  prizes  which  the  Sumter  had  taken 
into  Cienfuegos  to  dispose  of. 

The  captain-general  of  Cuba  issued  an  order  that  no  vessel  belong¬ 
ing  or  claiming  to  belong  to  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy  should 
be  allowed  to  enter  Spanish  ports  under  any  circumstances.  The  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Curasao  only  allowed  the  Sumter  to  enter  because  she  Avas  in 
distress,  having  carried  away  a  mast,  but  he  has  forbidden  his  harbor¬ 
master  or  chief  pilot  to  take  any  vessel  bearing  a  flag  like  the  Sumter 
into  that  port  again.  The  governor  in  Trinidad  permitted  the  Sumter 
to  get  coal  at  his  port,  much  to  the  mortification  of  many  citizens,  who 
ha\re  a  lively  perception  of  what  is  right  or  wrong  in  such  matters  and 
also  see,  in  the  continuance  of  the  custom  to  supply  those  depredating 
vessels  with  the  means  to  annoy,  a  certain  diminution  of  that  com¬ 
merce  to  much  of  which  they  o\ce  their  property  and  many  of  the  com¬ 
forts  of  life. 

In  the  decision  of  the  governor  of  Trinidad  may  be  seen  the  reflex 
of  that  policy  which  actuates  every  Englishman  where  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States  is  brought  in  question.  We  are  not  surprised  at 
anything  emanating  from  English  consuls,  but  when  we  see  nations 
who  have  no  interests  conflicting  with  ours  taking  the  lead  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  intended  to  despoil  us,  there  is  something  more  than  surprise  to  be 
felt  by  all  those  interested. 

It  strikes  me  that  it  opens  a  question  of  indemnity  which  no  right- 
minded  nation  would  refuse  to  make,  nor  without  Avhich  would  a  nation 
that  guards  the  rights  of  its  citizens  be  satisfied. 

At  Surinam,  the  governor  ordered  the  Sumter  to  sea  in  twenty-four 
hours;  but  the  captain  set  him  at  defiance  and  refused  to  go,  and  as  he 
had  not  the  means  to  make  him  do  so,  he  was  obliged  to  yield  finally  to  his 
demands  and  gave  him  the  coals  to  get  rid  of  him.  Had  he  detained 
him  a  few  days  longer  your  Excellency  would  have  been  saved  the 
reading  of  this  communication,  as  every  nation  has,  by  a  law  of  nature, 
a  right  to  relieve  herself  the  best  way  she  can  of  what  may  be  considered 
a  most  serious  annoyance  to  her  rights  and  interests. 

The  governor  of  Surinam  dismissed  the  pilot  from  office  who  took  the 
Sumter  to  sea  and  forbade  any  of  them  from  bringing  a  vessel  bearing 
that  flag  into  Surinam  again.  The  governor  of  Cayenne  did  not  hesi¬ 
tate  a  moment  in  the  course  he  was  to  pursue,  but  would  not  let  the 
Sumter  enter  that  port  under  any  terms  Avhatever,  although  she  had  no 
coal  and  was  obliged  to  sail  under  canvas,  which  she  is  perfectly  capa¬ 
ble  of  doing,  to  Surinam.  . 

Tlius  your  Excellency  will  see  tdis/t  tlie  Bims  Biicl  object  ol  fc licit  vessel^ 
(professing  to  be  a  ship  of  war)  are  held  in  bad  repute  at  all  the  places 
where  she  has  visited,  and  I  am  convinced  that  it  only  needs  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  matter  on  the  part  of  those  in  authority  to  break 
up  the  despicable  system  of  piracy  against  United  States  commerce,  a 
system  which  the  United  States  would  not  allow  to  be  carried  on  from 
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her  ports  against  a  nation  with,  whom  she  was  in  profound  peace  and 
friendship,  any  more  than  she  would  submit  patiently  to  aiule  of  action 
entirely  new  in  principle  which  a  few  foreign  governments  have  thought 
fit  to  set  up  for  themselves,  a  principle  void  of  justice  and  not  at  all  in 
harmony  with  the  international  laws  which  nations,  by  common  con¬ 
sent,  determined  hitherto  to  be  governed  by. 

Did  the  U.  S.  Government  quietly  allow  the  matter  to  proceed 
and  become  a  precedent,  nations  might  naturally  suppose  that  she 
acquiesced  in  the  rules  laid  down  by  certain  parties  for  her  injury,  but 
your  Excellency  must  understand  that  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  his 
Government,  protests  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  those  privateers  as  bona-fide  ships  of  war.  They  can  not  be  so 
considered  unless  your  Excellency’s  Government  is  prepared  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  existence  of  an  independent  government  in  the  so-called  Con¬ 
federate  States,  and  have  determined  to  renounce  all  belief  in  the 
capacity  of  the  lawful  Government  of  the  United  States  to  reconcile  the 
existing  difficulties  which  have  been  brought  about  by  a  defeated 
political  party,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
people. 

Your  Excellency’s  Government  would  do  much  less  harm  to  our  com¬ 
merce  by  supplying  those  vessels  with  powder  and  arms  than  with 
coal,  for  the  former  they  would  not  likely  have  an  opportunity  to  use, 
Avhile  the  latter  is  the  motive  power  which  enables  them  to  go  about 
from  place  to  place,  inflicting  a  positive  injury  on  innocent  persons  and 
paralyzing  a  large  mercantile  community. 

If  the  United  States  and  any  other  nation  having  treaties  with  Brazil 
were  at  actual  war  with  each  other,  I  aver  that  it  would  be  an  infraction 
of  such  treaty  and  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  to  furnish  one  party 
with  the  means  of  inflicting  an  injury  on  the  other,  and  so  I  think  the 
United  States  will  look  upon  it. 

Though  the  past  can  not  be  undone,  and  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  must  suffer  for  a  time  from  the  depredations  encouraged  by  for¬ 
eign  aid,  yet  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  consider  the  injury  that  has 
been  done  on  the  mistake  that  has  been  made  as  regards  the  Sumter, 
and  avoid  it  as  far  as  lies  in  your  power  in  ca.se  that  vessel  should  come 
here  again,  or  any  others  of  like  character.  She  can  not  require  coal 
if  her  mission  is  a  peaceful  one,  for  she  has  all  the  qualifications  of  a 
first-class  sailing  vessel,  and  can  without  difficulty  reach  any  port  she 
may  desire  to  go  to  under  sail  alone.  A  knowledge  of  that  fact  will 
relieve  your  Excellency  from  any  odium  that  might  be  attached  to  you 
for  not  succoring  a  vessel  in  distress.  That  is  the  ground  upon  which 
those  of  the  Sumter  found  their  claims  for  supplies — the  distress  result- 
ingfrom  the  fact  that  without  coal  they  could  not  burn,  sink,  and  destroy 
the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

I  will  merely  state  to  your  Excellency  some  of  the  acts  of  the  Sum¬ 
ter1  s  crew,  and  you  can  judge  whether  such  an  expedition  is  worthy  [of] 
the  patronage  of  a  great  empire  like  that  of  Brazil.  She  has  captured 
seven  vessels  in  the  neutral  waters  of  Spain,  and  some  of  them  while 
she  had  the  Government  pilot  on  board;  the  property  was  also  Spanish 
to  some  extent,  although  carried  in  American  bottoms.  She  captured 
off  Puerto  Cabello  one  or  two  vessels  with  the  property  of  English  sub¬ 
jects  on  board;  she  burned  wantonly  a  fine  ship  owned  partly  by  for¬ 
eigners  ;  she  will  do  the  same  whenever  opportunity  otters  to  the  property 
of  Brazil,  if  taken  on  board  an  American  ship.  She  carried  into  an 
English  port  the  crews  of  the  captured  vessels,  and  failing  to  induce 
them  to  join  their  nefarious  enterprise,  they  were  brought  on  deck  and 
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told  by  the  captain  that  he  had  only  kept  them  to  retaliate  on  them 
with  hanging  at  the  yardarm  in  case  the  Government  had  pursued 
stringent  measures  against  the  pirates  who  had  already  been  captured 
by  the  United  States  vessels,  constituting  himself  judge  and  execu¬ 
tioner  over  the  lives  of  American  citizens,  whom  he  might  have  hung 
from  seeing  some  false  reports  in  the  newspapers.  Then,  destitute  of 
everything,  he  lauded  them  on  shore  in  that  English  port  to  get  to  their 
homes  as  best  they  could. 

I  ask  your  Excellency,  is  the  Sumter  a  worthy  object  of  sympathy, 
after  performing  such  acts,  and  are  you  prepared  to  recognize  her 
anew,  or  others  of  the  same  kind,  as  regular  ships  of  war  ?  If  so,  your 
Excellency’s  harbor  would  soon  be  crowded  with  them,  if  the  so-called 
Conlederacy  were  not  impotent  to  do  any  more  harm  in  that  way  or  get 
any  more  of  their  privateers  to  sea. 

In  making  this,  my  protest,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  your  Excellency 
to  refer  to  matters  which  may  be  very  uninteresting  to  you,  but  which 
are  m  no  way  meant  to  detract  from  the  energy  of  my  protest.  I  deem 
that  you  might  not  understand  the  true  state  of  affairs,  or  what  was 
the  actual  position  of  the  Sumter  and  others  cf  that  kind  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  U.  S.  Government. 

Having  explained  this  to  you  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  confidently 
expect  that  your  Excellency  will  take  that  view  of  the  case  which  beiits 
the  high  position  you  hold  and  the  Government  you  represent.  As  a 
proof  that  your  Excellency  can  take  this  position  in  conformity  with 
the  views  of  your  Government,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  you  an  extract 
from  the  details  in  the  Camera  dos  Srs.  Depritados,  where  the  Minister 
dos  Negocios  Estrangeros  made  the  inclosed  explanation,  which  clearly 
points  out  the  intention  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  give  no  aid  or 
assistance  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  in  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  prey  upon  American  com¬ 
merce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  consideration,  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  most  obedient  servant,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 
Commander  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Maranham. 


Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Macedonian , 

of  arrival  at  Aspinwall,  New  Granada. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 
Aspinwall,  Neic  Granada ,  September  24 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  with  the  Macedonian  six  days  since.  We  came 
from  Key  West,  north,  about  the  Bahama  Islands,  and  through  the 
Crooked  Island  Passage,  but  saw  nothing  suspicious. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  fever  on  board  since  the  15tli  instant.  I 
will  sail  in  a  few  hours  for  Porto  Bello,  to  fill  up  with  water  and  return 
here  for  further  supplies  of  provisions,  before  proceeding  upon  the 
execution  of  your  order  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Scott ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  &  Keystone 

State ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  enclosing  letter  from  U.  S. 

consul  at  Paramaribo. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Aspinwall ,  New  Granada ,  September  25,1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  my  departure  from  Key  W est,  on 
the  night  of  the  22d  of  August,  and  arrival  at  Alacran  Harbor,  coast 
of  Yucatan,  on  the  31st.  A  boat  was  sent  ashore,  but  no  information 
was  obtained  of  either  the  Sumter  or  her  prizes.  From  thence  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and  made  a  careful  search  through  the 
keys  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  [Isla  de  Pinos]  and  Cienfuegos, 
where  it  was  believed  the  Stimter  had  sent  prizes;  none,  however,  were 
seen.  During  the  search  an  open  boat  was  found,  with  three  seamen, 
one  white  and  two  negroes,  in  a  destitute  condition,  without  water  or 
provisions.  They  reported  themselves  deserters  from  the  American 
bark  Nazarine ,  at  -Trinidad,  Cuba.  The  boat  was  set  adrift,  being 
worthless,  and  the  men  taken  on  board — Michael  Coughlin,  white;  Wal¬ 
lace  Johnson  and  John  Williams,  negroes.  Williams  died  the  day 
after;  the  other  two  are  efficient,  and  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  ship 
them,  as  we  are  short  of  men. 

From  the  Keys  the  course  was  continued  to  Grand  Cayman,  where, 
on  ascertaining  no  vessel  had  been  for  several  months,  I  proceeded  to 
the  southward,  and  on  communicating  at  Curasao  on  the  8th,  without 
entering  the  harbor,  information  was  received  that  the  Powhatan  sailed 
from  thatplace  six  days  previous  for  St.  Thomas  to  coal.  I  consequently, 
after  touching  at  Puerto  Cabello  and  gaining  no  information  of  the  Sum¬ 
ter,  proceeded  direct  to  St.  Thomas  for  coal,  hoping  also  to  find  the 
Powhatan ,  but  she  had  unfortunately  sailed  four  days  before  my  arrival, 
the  11th.  On  the  13th  the  Iroquois  arrived,  and  on  ascertaining  from 
Captain  Palmer  that  he  would  touch  at  the  principal  Windward 
Islands,  I  sailed,  running  down  the  west  side  of  the  group,  passing 
between  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vincent,  and  thence  to  Surinam,  where  it 
was  again  hoped  to  find  Commander  Porter.  On  my  arrival  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  18th,  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  consul  was 
received,  and  I  continued  on  to  Paramaribo.  The  consul  made  a  strong 
and  very  proper  protest  to  the  governor  against  allowing  the  Sumter 
coal  and  other  supplies.  Commander  Porter  also  addressed  him  on  the 
subject;  I  therefore  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  either  visit  or  address 
him.  On  leaving  the  harbor  we  were  saluted  from  the  fort  by  lowering 
their  flag,  which  was  returned. 

The  Sumter ,  it  is  said,  endeavored  to  procure  coal  at  Demerara  and 
Cayenne  and  was  refused.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  coal  mer¬ 
chants  at  Paramaribo  declined  to  furnish  Captain  Semmes  coal,  and  it 
was  finally  furnished  by  Mr.  Wright,  a  Scotchman,  from  a  sugar  estate. 
The  Sumter  has  no  doubt  gone  to  the  southward  and  eastward  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  homeward-bound  East  India  and  California  vessels.  Captain 
Semmes  is  aware  that  several  vessels  are  in  search  of  him,  and,  I  think, 
will  not  again  make  his  appearance  in  the  West  Indies.  1  learned 
from  the  keeper  of  the  light  ship  off  Surinam  that  the  Sumter  on 
leaving  the  river  lowered  her  smokestack,  closed  ail  her  ports,  and 
had  the  appearance  only  of  a  merchantman ;  she  is  bark  rigged,  and 
painted  black.  Most  of  her  prizes  have  been  taken  under  the  English 
flag,  and  several  have  been  decoyed  by  hoisting  the  American  flag 
Union  down.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  make  this  known  to  the 
mercantile  marine  generally.  Deeming  it  impracticable  to  continue 
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the  search  further  to  the  southward,  as  this  ship  is  dependent  on  steam 
alone,  and  there  being  no  certainty  of  procuring  coal,  I  sailed  on  the 
morning  of  the  19tli  from  Paramaribo  for  Aspinwall,  to  coal  and  repair 
the  windlass,  which  was  broken  and  rendered  useless  on  leaving  St. 
Thomas.  The  Abby  Bradford ,  captured  off  Puerto  Cabello  in  July,  is 
the  last  prize  taken  by  the  Sumter.  Two  of  her  men  deserted  the  day 
she  sailed,  and  the  crew  generally  were  in  a  disorganized  state.  In 
accordance  with  the  inclosed  communication  from  the  consul,  the  sea¬ 
men  therein  mentioned  were  taken  on  board  this  ship  and  will  be  sent 
home  by  the  first  public  conveyance.  It  is  much  regretted  that  no 
instructions  are  received  in  regard  to  the  destination  of  this  ship,  as 
requested  by  my  letter  of  August  26.  I  am  still  in  doubt  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Department,  and  after  coaling  shall  sail  for  Key  West; 
in  case  no  advices  are  had  from  the  Department  at  that  point,  shall 
proceed  to  Fort  Pickens  and  report  to  the  flag-officer.  The  Depart 
ment  I  beg  will  excuse  all  defects  in  this  communication,  as  I  write 
under  great  mental  sufleiing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 
[Commander,] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


[Enclosure.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Port  of  Paramaribo ,  September  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  piratical  steamer  Sumter  arrived 
at  this  port  on  the  19th  of  August  and  left  the  31st,  after  having  been 
allowed  to  coal  and  refit,  much  to  my  regret  and  the  shame  of  this 
Government.  I  used  all  possible  means  to  prevent  her  obtaining  coal, 
and  begged  the  governor  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  not  to  allow 
any  of  the  inhabitants  to  supply  her,  but  he  and  the  other  authorities 
recognized  her  as  a  commissioned  man-of-war  of  the  Confederate 
States,  arid  she  refitted  and  coaled,  as  before  stated. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  arrived  at  the  light  ship  on  the  14th,  and  lefr 
the  same  day  for  the  Brazils  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter.  The  commander 
and  officers  have  been  so  well  received  here,  it  is  my  opinion  that  she 
will  return  if  in  want  of  coal;  in  fact,  the  commander  (Semines)  stated 
that  he  should  probably  return  in  six  weeks.  I  hope  it  may  please  you 
to  come  up  to  town  (providing  you  do  not  draw  more  than  18  feet 
water),  as  it  would  have  a  most  salutary  effect,  upon  the  authorities, 
who  are  laboring  under  an  hallucination  regarding  these  piratical 
cruisers. 

Twenty  of  the  crew  deserted  and  were  left  behind.  They  have  64, 
all  told,  only. 

Be  on  your  guard  with  a  pilot  named  Baffin;  do  not  by  any  means 
take  him;  all  the  others  I  can  recommend.  Please  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Sawyer, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 

Or  any  other  U.  S.  Man-of  War  at  the  Light-Ship ,  Surinam. 

123A - 7 


^8  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 

Letter  from  David  M.  Stone ,  esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding 
information  of  affairs  in  the  Bermuda  Islands. 

Office  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 

New  York,  September  25,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  to  you  an  extract  from  apri 
vate  letter  of  a  well-known  and  very  respectable  citizen,  just  received 
by  the  steamer: 

St.  George,  Bermuda  Islands, 

September  12,  1861. 

A  privateer,  brigantine,  is  oil  this  island  awaiting  us,  it  is  thought.  She  has  been 
standing  oft'  and  on  for  a  week.  It  is  really  surprising  that  the  Government  takes  no 
notice  of  a  place  like  this,  which  swarms  with  secessionists.  If  the  brigantine  in 
question  encounters  us,  we  confidently  expect  to  sink  her. 

There  have  been  no  arrivals  of  British  men-of-war  at  this  place  for  some  weeks 
Halifax  seems  to  be  the  grand  rendezvous. 

I  thought  it  possible  that  the  above  might  be  of  interest,  as  it  is  very 
late  and  appeared  to  be  important. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

David  M.  Stone, 

One  of  the  New  Proprietors,  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  etc. 


Letter  from  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at  Havana  to  senior  officer  at  Key 

West,  Fla.,  regarding  movements  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  and  other  vessels. 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  September  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  A  letter  from  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Paramaribo,  dated  4tli  instant, 
recently  received,  advised  me  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  was  sup¬ 
plied  with  provisions  and  coal  at  that  place,  by  permission  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  of  that  colony,  and  sailed  on  the  31st  of  August.  Two  men  of  the 
crew  deserted  her  and  reported  to  the  consul  the  important  [fact]  that 
her  engines  cannot  be  run  but  a  few  hours,  owing  to  their  heating,  and 
if  any  of  our  vessels  should  be  in  chase,  she  must  keep  after  the  Sumter 
with  the  certainty  of  running  her  (down]  in  a  few  hours.  She  was 
expected  to  return  to  Paramaribo  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  The  consul 
further  says,  at  the  last  moment,  that  he  had  just  received  the  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  Sumter,  when  a  few  miles  outside,  took  down  her  smoke 
pipe  and  completely  changed  her  rig,  so  as  to  give  her  the  appearance 
of  a  common  merchantman.  The  Bamberg,  of  New  Orleaus,  is  now 
discharging  her  cargo  at  the  wharf  here,  a  portion  of  which  counts 
[consists |  of  arms  and  other  warlike  articles;  these  are  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Government  stores,  by  order  of  the  captain-general. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice-  Consul- Genera  l. 

Senior  Officer  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  at  Key  West. 

N.  B. — The  Ezilda  finally  went  in  command  of  Einmerson,  who  was 
mate  of  the  prize  crew  that  took  the  Jos.  Maxwell  into  Oienfuegos. 
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Hicks,  the  Sumtet  s  midship  man,  and  two  other  Southerners,  formerly 
of  the^U.  S.  Navy,  went  as  passengers  on  the  Ezilda. 

N.  B.— The  schooner  Prince  of  Wales,  Captain  Swasey,  under  British 
colors,  arrived  here  to-day  from  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Thos.  Savage, 

Vice-  Consul-  General. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Inman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  African 
Squadron,  of  arrival  at  Portsmouth ,  N.  Jl.,  requesting  orders  to  strilce 
his  flag. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Constellation, 
Portsmouth ,  N.  II.,  September  28,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  to-day  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  ot  the  flagship  Constellation ,  Captain  Thomas  A.  Dornin.  All 
well. 

I  respectfully  request  orders  to  strike  my  flag,  and  to  be  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  six  months,  my  health  having  been  impaired  dur¬ 
ing  my  recent  service.  My  residence  will  be  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi,  Inman, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to 

letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 

Navy  Department,  October  1,1861. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  the  communication  of  R.  B.  Forbes,  esq.,  a  copy  of 
which  was  sent  by  you  to  this  Department  on  the  16th  ultimo,  inquir¬ 
ing  whether  letters  of  marque  can  not  be  furnished  for  the  propeller 
Pembroke,  which  is  about  to  be  dispatched  to  China,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  it  appears  to  me  there  are  objections  to,  and  no  authority 
for,  granting  letters  of  marque  in  the  present  contest.  I  am  not  aware 
that  Congress,  which  has  the  exclusive  power  of  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  has  authorized  such  letters  to  be  issued  against 
the  insurgents,  and  were  there  such  authorization  I  am  not  prepared 
to  advise  its  exercise,  because  it  would,  in  my  view,  be  a  recognition  of 
the  assumption  of  the  insurgents  that  they  are  a  distinct  and  inde¬ 
pendent  nationality.  Under  the  act  of  August  5, 186  i,  “  Supplement¬ 
ary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,”  the  President  is  authorized 
to  instruct  the  commanders  of  “armed  vessels  sailing  under  the  author¬ 
ity  of  any  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  granted  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  commanders  of  any  other  suitable  vessels,  to 
subdue,  seize,  take,  and,  if  on  the  high  seas,  to  send  into  any  port  of  the 
United  States  any  vessels  or  boats  built,  purchased,  fitted  out,  or  held, 
etc.”  This  allusion  to  letters  of  marque  does  not  authorize  such  letters 
to  be  issued,  nor  do  I  find  any  other  act  containing  such  authorization. 
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But  the  same  act  iu  the  second  section,  as  above  quoted,  gives  the  Presi 
dent  power  to  authorize  u  the-coinmauders  of  any  suitable  vessels  to  sub¬ 
due,  seize,  etc.”  Under  this  clause  letters  permissive,  under  proper 
restrictions  and  guards  against  abuse,  might  be  granted  to  the  propeller 
Pembroke  so  as  to  meet  the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Forbes.  This  would 
seem  to  be  lawful,  and  perhaps  not  liable  to  the  objections  of  granting 
letters  of  marque  against  our  own  citizens,  and  that,  too,  without  law 
or  authority  from  the  only  constituted  power  that  can  grant  it. 

%  *  #  #  %  * 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Hon.  Wi.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Rogers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  brig  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  sea  under  sealed  orders. 

Navy  Department,  October  3,  1861. 
Sir:  The  moment  the  bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  under  your  command, 
is  in  all  respects  ready  for  a  cruise,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  sea. 
Transmitted  herewith  are  sealed  instructions,  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Department,  which  you  will  not  open  until  the  Wm.  G.  Anderson  is  at 
sea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy. j 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  [0.]  Rogers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson ,  Boston. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  October  3, 1861. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  under  your  command,  to 
the  neighborhood  of  Bermuda,  where  it  is  reported  a  rebel  pirate  is 
cruising.  After  satisfying  yourself  that  such  is  not  the  case,  you  will 
take  the  track  of  vessels  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  going  as  far  east  as 
the  Leeward  Islands,  and  cruise  until  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  return  to 
Boston  for  stores,  not  going  into  port,  unless  it  becomes  actually  neces¬ 
sary,  during  the  cruise.  You  will  exercise  your  crew  at  the  great  guns 
and  occasionally  with  shot  and  shell.  Your  object  is  to  capture  or 
destroy  the  vessels  of  the  rebels  and  protect  legitimate  commerce  of 
your  own  flag.  In  the  examination  of  vessels  at  sea  regard  the  rights 
of  neutrals.  Whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself,  send  an  abstract 
of  your  cruise  to  the  Department.  You  will  touch  at  St.  Thomas  for 
information  regarding  pirates. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

|  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  [0.]  Rogers, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson,  Boston ,  Mass. 
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Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Macedonian , 

proposing  plan  for  protection  of  American  commerce  in  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 
Aspinwall ,  New  Grenada ,  October  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  necessary  to  notice  a  report  in  very  general  circulation 
here  that  seems  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  attention,  in  anticipation  of 
its  being  carried  to  the  United  States  and  there  retailed  by  the  passen¬ 
gers  and  others  of  the  mail  steamer  that  leaves  here  to  morrow. 

It  is  believed  by  many  that  a  suspicious  steamer  has  been  hovering 
off  this  coast  three  days  in  succession,  within  the  last  two  weeks;  and 
as  this  ship  was  at  that  particular  time  on  a  passage  to  Porto  Bello,  or 
at  anchor  in  that  port,  it  has  in  some  cases  been  added  that  the 
mysterious  stranger  was  seen  to  pass  close  under  our  stern  while 
under  way;  and  by  others  that  the  fact  of  her  being  on  the  coast  was 
reported  to  me  in  Porto  Bello,  and  that  I  took  no  notice  of  the 
information.  On  our  return  to  this  place  part  of  the  report  was 
of  course  refuted,  but  the  rest  lias  been  retained.  I  yesterday  took  up 
the  subject  and  investigated  it  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

It  is  known,  certainly  to  all  in  this  community,  that  a  regular  British 
mail  steamer  arrived  here  from  St.  Thomas  on  a  Sunday;  on  Monday 
the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  left  for  New  York,  and  on  Tuesday  morning 
H.  B.  M.  steamer  Landrail  sailed  a  few  hours  before  me.  We  saw  her 
during  our  passage  to  Porto  Bello  far  to  the  eastward  and  close  in 
with  the  land.  Thus  has  the  sailing  of  three  different  steamers  been 
brought  together  to  makeup  this  exciting  story.  It  shows  the  temper 
of  the  times  and  the  place,  and  may  suggest  a  solution  to  some  other 
mystery  of  a  similar  kind. 

1  have  recently  been  called  to  reflect  upon  the  general  subject  of 
the  danger  to  American  commerce  in  the  West  Indies  from  hostile 
cruisers  and  the  best  means  of  protecting  it.  There  is  a  growing 
impression  among  the  floating  population  wherever  I  have  been  within 
the  last  six  months  that  Spain  will  soon  open,  if  she  has  not  already 
opened,  her  ports  in  the  West  Indies  to  the  secession  cruisers;  and  that 
England,  and  perhaps  France,  will  do  the  same  thing  in  a  short  time 
after  Spain.  Should  either  of  these  powers  adopt  socli  a  course  it 
would  let  loose  upon  our  shipping  all  the  desperadoes,  not  only  from 
around  the  shores  of  tropical  America,  but  from  all  the  world,  to  a 
great  degree.  And  as  prevention  is  better  than  cure,  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  set  a  few  active  steamers  to 
making  the  circuit  of  the  West  Indies,  in  rapid  succession,  without 
delay,  and  that  they  be  kept  going  without  cessation.  A  cruiser  like 
the  Keystone  State ,  possessing  great  speed  as  the  first  requisite,  and 
with  sufficient  force  to  dominate  over  any  hostile  cruiser  known  to  be 
at  sea,  is  all  that  would  be  required  in  any  one  of  the  West  India 
squadron. 

Such  a  vessel  could  coal  and  provision  at  this  place,  for  supposition, 
and  could  run  to  Key  West,  looking  into  all  suspicious  places  on  her 
route.  From  Key  West  she  could  run  to  St.  Thomas  in  the  same  way, 
and  from  St.  Thomas  round  by  and  through  all  the  Windward  Islands 
to  this  x>lace  again.  There  should  be  a  number  of  such  vessels  follow¬ 
ing  each  other  in  as  rapid  succession  as  might  appear  necessaryand 
varying  their  routes  as  circumstances  should  suggest.  The  officer 
directing  their  movements  would  probably  find  it  desirable  to  remain 
much  of  his  time  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  or  near  there,  where  he 
would  find  the  common  center  of  nearly  all  the  different  lines  of  steam- 
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ers  and  of  sailing  packets  running  to  and  from  the  islands  and  the  Main. 
Whatever  in  the  shape  of  a  cruiser  had  touched  on  one  ot  these  lines, 
the  information  would  be  conveyed  to  him  as  certainly  as  would  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  fiy  on  a  distant  part  of  a  spider’s  web  be  conveyed  to  the  spider 
in  the  center.  St.  Thomas,  too,  has  no  less  than  three  different  indirect 
routes  of  communication  with  the  United  States,  namely,  by  this  place, 
Havana,  and  by  Europe,  and  probably  some  other  more  direct. 

I  would  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  this  arrangement 
should  be  put  into  operation  before  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy  are  at  sea, 
that  the  floating  population  of  the  world  might  be  intimidated  from 
entering  upon  any  organization  for  privateering  which,  if  once  effected, 
might  be  persevered  in  from  a  necessity  and  a  feeling  of  desperation. 
#####*  * 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn,  Captain. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Messrs.  J.  M.  Forbes  &  Co.  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative 
to  measures  for  protection  of  American  commerce  in  China. 

Boston,  October  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  1st  is  received  upon  the  subject  of  letters  of  marque 
in  China. 

The  mere  power  to  seize  pirates  will  be  of  little  practical  value  to  the 
cautious  and  responsible  owners  of  steamers  and  valuable  ships  now  in 
China,  for  they  could  only  stop  and  search  suspected  vessels  at  their 
peril,  aud  with  danger  of  interference  from  foreign  cruisers.  To  be  use¬ 
ful  they  must  have  powers  of  no  doubtful  character.  If  it  be  decided 
not  to  grant  letters  of  marque,  let  us  suggest  that  authority  be  given  to 
our  minister  to  charter  any  vessels  he  may  deem  expedient  at  not  over 
$125  per  month  each  (the  pay  of  an  acting  lieutenant),  and  to  giv  e  a 
commission  to  the  commanders  thereof,  taking  care  to  select  only  dis¬ 
creet,  capable  men,  who  shall  be  paid  aud  maintained  by  the  owners 
and  shall  follow  their  instructions  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  voy¬ 
ages,  but  shall  also  have  orders  from  the  minister  to  overhaul  aud  search 
suspicious  vessels  and  to  capture  pirates  or  vessels  sailing  without 
papers  from  [illegible]  frieudly  power.  As  part  of  the  charter  the  own¬ 
ers  should  have  the  benefit  of  any  prize  money  or  salvage  from  recap¬ 
tures  except  such  as  by  custom  or  contract  belong  to  the  officers  and 
crew,  and  the  Government  should  in  express  terms  be  free  from  any 
claim  for  the  use  or  expenses  of  the  vessels  beyond  the  $125  per  month. 
If  by  chance  one  of  our  Southern  pirates  should  have  gone  to  the  China 
seas,  this  plan  might  save  the  expense  of  sending  out  a  fleet,  which  would 
probably  arrive  there  after  immense  mischief  had  been  done  to  the  rich 
commerce  of  our  citizens  and  when  the  robbers  had  gone  elsewhere. 
Of  course  the  minister  would  be  instructed  not  to  use  the  authority 
intrusted  to  him  unless  he  saw  good  cause  for  it  on  the  spot. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  M.  Forbes  &  Co. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  etc. 

N.  B.— The  newspapers  state  that  something  of  the  sort  suggested 
has  been  done  by  putting  an  officer  and  men  on  board  the  Cuban  and 
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California  steamers,  but  unless  tlie  vessels  are  actually  chartered  and 
thus  in  the  employ  of  our  Government  difficulties  might  arise  as  to  the 
right  of  search  or  otherwise  using  the  power  of  ships  of  war. 

J.  M.  F.  &  Co. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Glynn ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  sloop  Macedonian ,  to  proceed  to  Boston,  Mass. 

Navy  Department,  October  9,  1861. 
Sir:  On  the  receipt  hereof  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  sloop 
Macedonian  under  your  command  to  the  navy  yard  at  Boston. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Captain  James  Glynn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Macedonian ,  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 
of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  enclosing  detailed  report  of 
cruise. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

St.  Thomas,  October  10,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  on  my  way 
to  Pensacola,  last  from  Maranham,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  I  regret  to 
say  1  did  not  catch  the  Sumter ,  though  I  came  so  close  to  her  that  I 
arrived  in  Maranham  only  three  days  after  she  had  left  the  entrance 
of  the  port,  where  she  had  cruised  three  days,  expecting  to  capture 
an  American  brig,  the  Maria,  of  New  York,  all  facilities  having  been 
given  by  the  Brazilian  authorities  to  enable  her  to  do  so. 

I  wrote  you  from  Maranham  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  I 
had  with  the  governor  on  the  subject.  After  coaling  at  Maranham  and 
obtaining  all  the  information  about  the  Sumter  to  be  had,  I  followed 
what  I  supposed  to  be  her  course,  namely,  down  along  the  equator,  in 
tlie  track  of  homeward-bound  vessels  from  India,  the  Pacific,  and 
Brazil.  Falling  m  with  no  vessels  whatever  from  which  1  could 
obtain  information,  I  kept  in  the  track  of  vessels  bound  to  the  north. 

For  a  better  understanding  of  my  movements  since  I  sailed  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  the  Sumter ,  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  my  report  to  Flag- 
Officer  Mervine. 

The  Sumter  is  at  one  of  two  pi  aces — she  either  got  around  Gape  St. 
B-oque  and  went  to  the  southward  toward  Bio  de  Janeiro,  or  she  is  now 
near  the  equator,  between  longitude  40°  and  32°  W.;  likely  the  latter. 

I  was  not  in  a  condition  as  regards  coal  and  provisions  to  cruise  any 
time  after  her,  and  it  would  have  been  very  unwise  in  me  to  try  and 
get  around  Gape  St.  Boque  against  the  strong  trade  winds  in  the 
present  state  of  this  ship.  We  could  make  nothing  against  the  strong 
winds  we  encountered.  Any  ship  making  a  knot  more  an  hour  than 
we  did  would  have  caught  the  Sumter  at  Surinam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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[Enclosure.  1 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  [October,  1861.] 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  on  the  night  of  the 
14th  of  August  in  search  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter,  lately  escaped 
from  New  Orleans.  On  the  17th  of  August  1  arrived  off  Cape  San 
Antonio,  communicated  with  the  American  schooners  Myrover  and  E. 
Drummond,  of  New  York,  Bremen  bark  Cedar,  and  a  Spanish  brig, 
from  which  vessels  no  intelligence  was  gained.  I  was  much  struck 
with  the  importance  of  keeping  a  ship  of  war  at  this  point  (Cape  San 
Antonio),  there  being  no  less  than  sis  vessels  in  sight  at  one  time,  and 
two  of  them  American. 

From  Cape  San  Antonio  I  coasted  up  along  as  far  as  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  [Isla  de  Pinos],  communicated  with  an  Amer¬ 
ican  brig  (the  Franklin),  whose  captain  informed  me  that  a  bark  called 
the  Joseph  Maxwell,  prize  to  the  Sumter ,  had  been  taken  into  Cienfuegos 
a  day  or  two  before.  In  consequence  I  put  the  vessel’s  head  toward 
Cienfuegos.  I  sent  a  boat  in  there  with  an  officer,  who  returned  with 
the  following  intelligence: 

The  hark  Joseph  Maxwell  had  been  taken  into  Cienfuegos  on  the  7th  of  August  by 
a  prize  master  and  crew,  claiming  that  the  Joseph  Maxwell  was  a  prize  to  the  Sumter, 
captured  off  Puerto  Cabello. 

The  governor  of  Cienfuegos  ordered  the  prize  master  to  leave  the 
port  with  the  vessel,  which  he  did,  and  returned  in  a  short  time  in  an 
open  boat  with  the  prize  crew,  stating  that  the  Joseph  Maxwell  had 
foundered  outside,  the  impression  being  that  they  had  scuttled  her. 
It  appears,  however,  that  as  the  Joseph  Maxwell  was  standing  down 
the  coast  a  small  Spanish  steamer  hove  in  sight,  which  the  prize  master 
of  the  Joseph  Maxwell  mistaking  for  one  of  our  vessels  ran  the  prize  on 
shore  nt  the  nearest  point,  and  escaped  in  their  boat.  The  Spanish 
steamer,  on  coming  up  and  finding  the  bark  uninjured,  towed  her  off 
the  reef  and  took  her  again  into  Cienfuegos. 

The  Joseph  Maxwell  was  then  delivered  over  officially  to  the  American 
consul,  who  received  her ;  but  in  a  short  time  after  an  official  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor  appeared  and  stated  that  the  Government  officers  had  committed 
a  great  mistake;  that  by  an  old  law  of  Spain  a  vessel  stranded  on  a 
Spanish  coast  must  be  held  by  Government  if  gotten  off,  and  that  the 
cargo  must  be  unladen  and  pay  duties ;  he  further  stated  that  he  should 
get  into  a  deal  of  trouble  if  the  vessel  was  retained  by  the  consul,  and 
begged  that  the  Joseph  Maxwell  might  be  given  up  again  to  the  Spanish 
authorities.  Under  this  flimsy  pretext,  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Amer¬ 
ican  consul  gave  up  the  vessel  again  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  when  it 
was  very  apparent  that  there  was  a  system  of  collusion  going  on,  intended 
to  defraud  the  owners  of  their  property,  all  m  keeping  with  the  un¬ 
friendly  course  of  conduct  shown  by  the  authorities  of  Cienfuegos  -to 
the  United  States  interests  from  the  time  the  Sumter  first  appeared 
off  the  port.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  American  consul  is 
implicated  in  the  transaction  which  took  place  there;  he  is  very  culpa¬ 
ble  for  the  easy  manner  in  which  he  let  the  bark  Joseph  Maxwell  slip 
out  of  his  hands  into  those  of  the  Spanish  authorities. 

Leaving  Cienfuegos  I  coasted  along  toward  Cay  Breton  and  boarded 
two  American  vessels  bound  into  Cienfuegos  from  Aspmwall.  One  of 
them,  a  smart  sailing  bark,  obliged  me  to  chase  her  30  miles  out  of  my 
course  before  I  overtook  her.  From  those  vessels  I  obtained  no  reliable 
information,  and  determined  to  go  into  Jamaica  for  coal,  which  1  did 
on  the  21st  August.  Here  I  saluted  the  British  flag  with  21  guns, 
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which  was  returned  by  the  same  number.  Various  rumors  were  flying 
about  at  Jamaica  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  Sumter ,  but  none 
of  them  being  reliable  I  determined  to  proceed  to  Curasao;  went  in  and 
anchored,  found  that  the  Sumter  had  been  there  and  coaled,  that  she  had 
left  on  the  24th  July  for  parts  unknown,  and  had  since  arrived  at  the 
island  of  Trinidad,  where  she  had  received  all  facilities  for  annoying 
American  commerce. 

The  Price  Current  notified  the  public  that  the  Sumter  had  passed  the 
island  of  Margarita  on  the  5th  August,  steering  west,  and  on  the  14th 
the  Keystone  State  passed  Curasao  in  search  of  the  Sumter ,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  hearing  that  she  had  gone  north;  this,  however,  was  a  mis¬ 
take,  as  the  Sumter  turned  back  on  her  course,  and  after  sighting  Bar¬ 
bados  put  into  Surinam  River  on  the  20th  August. 

I  found  while  in  Curasao  that  the  Sumter  had  been  allowed  to  enter 
and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  vessel  of  war,  though  no  official  courtesies 
passed  between  the  vessel  and  town.  She  received  100  tons  of  coal  (all 
she  could  carry)  and  left  for  the  eastward  on  the  22d  July.  Owing  to 
the  facilities  extended  to  her  at  Cura9ao  she  was  enabled  to  capture 
the  bark  Joseph  Maxwell  and  the  schooner  Abby  Bradford;  the  latter 
recaptured  by  the  Powhatan. 

Hearing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  governor  of  Curasao  to  allow 
so-called  Confederate  vessels  assuming  to  be  men  of- war  to  enter  and 
receive  supplies,  I  addressed  him  the  enclosed  letters  A  and  B,  and 
received  in  reply  the  copies  C  and  D,  which  explain  the  grounds  of  my 
protest  and  the  governor’s  reply  thereto* 

On  the  2d  September  1  sailed  from  Curagao  for  St.  Thomas,  that 
being  the  most  likely  place  to  obtain  news.  I  boarded  vessels  on  my 
way  up  from  La  Guayra  and  ascertained  that  the  Sumter  had  not  been 
heard  of  for  some  time  on  that  coast.  On  the  4th  September  I  entered 
the  port  of  St.  Thomas,  saluted  the  Danish  flag,  and  took  m  340  tons  of 
coal. 

A  schooner  direct  from  Berbice  (to  the  eastward  of  Demerara) 
brought  intelligence  that  the  Sumter  was  in  Surinam  on  the  4th  Sep¬ 
tember,  without  coal  or  provisions,  and  that  a  schooner  freighted  by 
Captain  Semmes  and  sent  to  Demerara  for  coal  had  been  seized  by  the 
British  authorities.  I  lost  no  time  in  getting  to  sea,  and  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  7th  September  was  steering  for  Surinam.  I  steered  close  in 
to  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  and  showed  our  colors  as  we  passed  the  town 
of  Frederichstsed. 

On  the  9th  September  passed  the  island  of  Martinique,  looked  into 
the  harbor  of  Port  Royal,  and  showed  our  flag. 

At  12  o’clock  meridian,  on  the  10th,  entered  the  harbor  of  Bridge¬ 
town,  island  of  Barbados,  saluted  the  British  flag,  and  sent  a  boat  on 
shore  to  communicate  with  the  American  consul.  I  did  not  anchor  at 
this  port,  but  kept  under  steam,  and  after  seeing  a  letter  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  consul  (Mr.  Trowbridge),  informing  him  that  the  Sumter  had 
obtained  coal  at  Surinam  and  had  left  that  port  on  the  31st  August,  I 
at  once  left  in  pursuit. 

The  consul  at  Surinam  officially  informed  the  consul  at  Barbados 
that  the  Sumter  when  she  left  the  port  of  Surinam  or  Paramaribo  had 
lowered  her  smokestack  and  proceeded  under  sail,  this  movement 
looking  as  if  she  was  going  to  the  westward  again  (unless  it  was  a 
ruse).  I  steered  for  Demerara  light-boat  to  obtain  information  whether 
she  had  gone  down  the  coast. 
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I  regretted  to  learn  from  tlie  consul  at  Barbados  that  the  authorities 
were  disposed  to  place  the  Sumter  on  a  footing  with  United  States  ves¬ 
sels  of  war,  and  would  likely  afford  her  facilities  if  she  came  there;  also 
that  the  United  States  ships  of  war  would  not  be  allowed  to  coal  there 
if  the  Sumter  was  not.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  Sumter  in  Spanish, 
Dutch,  and  English  ports  has  been  treated  with  marked  consideration, 
though  no  official  courtesies  were  passed,  and  but  for  the  facilities 
allowed  at  those  ports  she  would  have  been  unable  to  depredate  on 
United  States  commerce;  in  fact,  as  well  as  1  have  ascertained  so  far, 
a  friendly  feeling  has  not  been  exhibited  toward  the  United  States  in 
the  ports  visited  by  the  Sumter ,  which  will  no  doubt  be  regretted  when, 
through  the  interruption  of  commerce,  they  will  be  obliged  to  pay 
higher  prices  for  provisions,  with  which  they  are  mostly  supplied  from 
the  Northern  States  of  the  Union. 

On  the  13th  of  September  I  communicated  with  the  light  ship  off 
Demerara,  and  ascertained  that  the  Sumter  had  not  been  heard  of  to  the 
westward,  but  that  there  were  rumors  of  her  having  gone  to  Cayenne. 
The  British  governor  at  Demerara  had  given  orders  that  no  pilots 
were  to  be  furnished  her,  and  that  she  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter 
Demerara.  I  heard  that  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  had  set  the  Dutch 
authorities  at  defiance  in  Surinam,  and  refused  to  leave  the  port  (though 
ordered  to  do  so  in  twenty-four  hours)  unless  he  was  furnished  with 
coal,  which  he  finally  got.  The  presence  of  a  Dutch  and  French  vessel 
of  war  did  not  restrain  him,  as  he  was  superior  (or  supposed  to  be)  in 
force  to  them  both.  Both  at  Demerara  and  Surinam  there  is  an  active 
commerce  carried  on  in  American  vessels  which  bring  provisions  from 
the  North.  It  would  be  directly  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  colonies 
to  have  this  commerce  broken  up,  and  the  merchants  and  citizens  are 
much  opposed  to  the  privateer  system  adopted  by  the  rebellious  States. 
At  Demerara  I  learned  that  up  to  the  31st  of  August  the  Sumter  had 
captured  eleven  prizes.  Ten  have  been  given  up  or  recaptured;  the 
name  of  the  eleventh  one  1  can  not  ascertain,  but  I  think  it  was  a  coal 
vessel  with  a  freight  for  the  Venezuelan  Government. 

On  the  13tli  of  September  I  arrived  at  the  liglit-boat  off'  Surinam  and 
communicated  with  the  pilots.  Here  I  learned  what  I  had  heard 
before,  that  the  Sumter  had  left  on  the  first  of  the  month,  had  taken 
in  200  tons  of  coal,  had  anchored  outside  and  lowered  her  smokestack, 
and  that  toward  evening  she  had  made  sail  and  steered  north.  She 
had,  before  going  to  Surinam,  gone  to  Cayenne,  to  the  eastward,  but 
the  governor  of  that  place  ordered  her  away,  and  would  let  her  have 
nothing  at  that  port.  She  was  so  short  of  coal  that  she  had  to  sail 
down  to  Surinam.  Taking  into  consideration  all  things,  and  their 
spreading  a  report  that  the  Sumter  was  going  to  Jamaica,  and  would 
be  back  in  three  weeks  to  Surinam,  1  concluded  that  she  was  going  off 
Gape  St.  Boque  and  felt  it  was  my  duty  to  try  and  overtake  her.  I 
found  by  calculating  her  passage  that  we  made  50  miles  more  a  day 
than  she  did,  and  I  felt  certain  of  catching  her  if  my  boilers  would  hold 
out.  One  of  them  unfortunately  broke  down  the  day  after  leaving  Suri¬ 
nam,  but  as  the  sea  was  as  smooth  as  glass,  with  a  prospect  of  remain¬ 
ing  so,  I  kept  on,  with  the  intention  of  stopping  at  Maranham,  in  Brazil, 
for  it  was  there  the  Sumter  would  likely  stop  for  coal,  and  I  could  receive 
intelligence  whether  she  put  into  Para,  in  which  case  I  had  a  chance  of 
cutting  her  off  as  she  came  to  the  eastward. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  after  a  hard  pull  up  against  the  strong 
trade  winds  and  current,  running  60  miles  a  day,  I  arrived  at  St.  Louis 
[San  LuizJ,  Maranham,  and  found,  much  to  my  regret,  that  the  Sumter 
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had  left  there  only  five  days  previous  to  my  arrival.  Three  days  before 
I  got  in  she  was  cruising  off  the  port  in  hopes  of  capturing  a  New  York 
brig  (the  Maria)  which  was  expected  daily.  The  brig  referred  to  entered 
the  port  at  the  same  time  I  did  and  escaped  the  Sumter. 

The  arrival  of  this  ship  at,  Maranham  (the  largest  vessel  that  ever 
entered  there)  created  a  great  excitement.  It  was  very  gratifying  to 
the  1  .  S.  consul,  who,  to  use  his  own  words,  had  seen  his  flag  over¬ 
shadowed  by  the  consideration  with  which  the  Sumter  and  her  officers 
had  been  treated. 

1  found  rather  a  strange  state  of  affairs  at  Maranham.  The  governor 
and  citizens  had  taken  the  Sumter  into  favor  at  once,  and  the  former 
extended  to  her  all  the  rights  of  a  belligerent;  he  not  only  gave  his 
consent  for  her  to  receive  supplies  of  all  kinds,  but  insisted  that  a 
merchant  who  held  coal  and  did  not  wish  to  part  with  it  should  sell 
the  Sumter  94  tons. 

The  commander  of  the  Sumter  was  received  officially  by  the  gover¬ 
nor,  and  invitation  extended  to  him  to  be  present  at  a  ball,  but  the 
governor  refused  to  answer  any  salute  the  Sumter  might  tire,  on  the 
ground  that  the  flag  she  carried  was  not  a  recognized  one,  though  it 
was  entitled  to  the  respect  paid  a  belligerent. 

Our  consul  at  Maranham,  William  [H.]  McGrath,  esq.,  did  all  he 
could  to  detain  the  Sumter ,  but  his  protests  were  treated  with  very 
little  consideration.  He  had  to  witness  the  good  understanding  that 
existed  between  Captain  Semmes  and  the  authorities  without  being 
able  to  prevent  it,  and  he  had  not  the  slighest  expectation  of  see¬ 
ing  an  American  man-of-war  in  that  place. 

You  may  judge  of  his  satisfaction  at  seeing  the  American  flag  float¬ 
ing  at  the  peak  of  the  largest  ship  that  had  ever  entered  Maranham, 
when  Captain  Semmes  and  his  officers  had  impressed  the  governor  and 
people  with  the  idea  that  the  South  had  the  largest  part  of  the  ships 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Navy,  and  that  the  Government  was  so 
hampered  that  it  could  not  even  fit  out  a  ship  or  ships  to  pursue  him. 
The  captain  of  the  Sumter  made  various  addresses  to  the  governor 
and  people,  in  which  he  informed  them  that  the  South  was  fighting 
the  battles  of  Brazil,  that  the  North  was  fighting  to  exterminate 
slavery,  and  if  they  succeeded  in  conquering  the  South  that  the 
United  States  would  turn  her  attention  to  abolishing  slavery  in  Brazil. 
Ignorant  and  fanatical,  the  Brazilians  believed  the  specious  argu¬ 
ments  of  Captain  Semmes,  backed  as  they  were  by  the  assertions  of  a 
party  of  Americans  who  were  all  secessionists.  One  American  backed 
his  assertions  by  lending  the  Sumter  $2,000  or  $3,000  to  pay  for  her 
coal  and  taking  Confederate  scrip  in  the  place  of  it. 

I  found  that  politics  ran  almost  as  high  in  i  maranham  on  the  subject 
of  secession  as  it  did  in  the  Southern  States,  the  matter  being  dis¬ 
cussed  and  voted  on  daily  at  the  exchange  and  the  Government  tak¬ 
ing  no  steps  to  stop  proceedings  so  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States.  I  had  it  from  creditable  authority  that  there  was  a 
perfect  understanding  between  the  governor  and  Captain  Semmes,  and 
that  the  former  had  assured  the  latter  that  he  might  bring  the  brig 
Maria  into  Maranham  and  land  her  cargo  in  case  he  captured  her. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  ( which  were  well  ascertained)  I  did  not 
deem  it  incumbent  on  me  to  observe  any  particular  etiquette  toward 
the  Government  beyond  firing  the  usual  salute,  and  I  requested  the 
consul  to  make  the  governor  understand  that  I  did  not  feel  myself 
called  on  to  pay  a  visit  of  ceremony  to  a  government  which  had  so 
failed  in  its  treaty  obligations  to  the  United  States.  I  sent  him  a  pro- 
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test  against  liis  action  in  the  case  of  the  Sumter ,  a  copy  of  which, 
marked  E,  is  herewith  enclosed.* 

1  became  acquainted  while  in  Maranham  with  a  leading  politician 
(Senor  Sousa)  opposed  to  the  governor.  I  left  him  a  copy  of  my  pro¬ 
test,  and  he  gave  me  assurance  that  everything  would  be  done  to  place 
the  conduct  of  the  governor  in  its  proper  light  before  the  Government 
ot  Brazil,  and  I  feel  pretty  sure  that  he  will  be  removed,  inasmuch  as 
be  has  gone  directly  contrary  to  the  declarations  of  the  minister  of  for¬ 
eign  relations. 

I  left  nothing  undone  while  in  Maranham  to  find  out  the  smallest 
matter  relating  to  the  Sumter  and  her  movements.  I  found  by  the 
steamers  and  coasters  daily  coming  in  and  touching  at  all  the  little 
ports  along  the  coast  that  she  was  nowhere  there,  and  it  having  been 
mentioned  in  my  hearing  that  Captain  Semmes  was  going  where  it 
would  cost  him  no  coal  to  get  to,  and  where  he  could  cruise  under  sail, 
I  formed  the  opinion  that  he  had  gone  down  to  the  track  of  vessels 
bound  home  from  the  East  Indies,  Pacific,  and  Brazil. 

I  was  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  pilot  who  took  the  Sum¬ 
ter  to  sea  informing  me  that  she  only  steered  as  high  as  U.  E.,  whereas 
she  would  have  steered  east  if  going  around  Cape  St.  Roque.  More¬ 
over,  she  got  ashore  going  into  Maranham,  knocked  off  her  false  keel, 
and  leaked  in  consequence.  It  may  have  injured  her  machinery,  as 
she  thumped  hard  over  an  hour,  and  she  could  not  get  around  Cape 
St.  Roque  unless  she  was  in  the  best  condition. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I  sailed  on  the  28tli  September, 
after  being  able  to  take  in  only  a  small  supply  of  coal,  and  steered  to 
the  north  until  I  reached  the  track  of  vessels  from  the  East  Indies, 
Pacific,  and  Brazil,  in  about  longitude  44°  west.  I  found  that  by  the 
wind,  under  sail  and  low  steam,  I  could  about  reach  the  above  position, 
and  most  likely  follow  in  the  track  of  Sumter  or  close  to  it. 

It  had  been  intimated  to  me  by  one  of  Captain  Semmes’  confidential 
friends  that  the  Sumter  intended  to  take  no  prizes,  but  would  burn, 
sink,  and  destroy  all  she  might  fall  in  with;  more  particularly  Boston 
and  Eastern  vessels,  the  performance  of  which  feat  he  seemed  to  antic¬ 
ipate  much  pleasure  in.  It  is  only -sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  may  defeat  his  aims  and  objects,  even  if  it  has  to  send  all  the 
navy  afloat  after  the  Sumter,  and  go  to  the  expense  of  building  a  hun¬ 
dred  new  vessels  for  this  purpose. 

1  gained  the  following  facts  in  regard  to  the  Sumter ,  which  may  be 
relied  on:  She  carries  five  guns,  four  light  32-pounders,  and  one  8-inch 
pivot  on  the  lower  deck  abaftt  he  foremast.  She  can  only  carry  114 
tons  of  coal,  and  uses  12  tons  a  day,  full  steaming.  She  can’t  run  full 
speed  on  account  of  heating  her  journals,  and  a  vessel  in  chase  running 
10  knots  would  overtake  her  in  a  few  hours.  She  sails  moderately  well 
under  canvas  off  the  wind,  but  on  account  of  the  loss  of  her  false*  keel, 
which  she  lost  by  getting  ashore  off  Maranham,  she  can’t  hold  a  wind; 
almost  any  sailing  vessel  will  beat  her.  Close  hauled  in  a  fresh  breeze, 
with  sails  and  steam,  she  could  not  overtake  a  smart  sailing  craft. 
Her  crew  consists  of  106  men,  all  told,  well  disciplined,  but  discontented; 
she  left  port  with  15  of  them  in  irons. 

She  only  made  6  knots  with  10  pounds  of  steam,  going  out  of  Maran¬ 
ham,  and  it  was  thought  she  had  injured  herself  and  got  her  machinery 
out  of  line  when  she  got  ashore.  She  will,  if  possible,  return  to  Marau- 
ham,  and  send  her  prizes  there  if  she  don’t  burn  them.  They  are 
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short  of  money,  without  which  they  can’t  run  much  longer,  as  Confed¬ 
erate  scrip  is  not  at  par,  even  in  Brazil. 

After  running  due  north  to  latitude  11°,  44°  west  longitude,  and  being 
fairly  in  the  track  of  vessels  from  the  East  Indies,  Pacific,  and  Brazil, 
I  kept  on  the  northern  edge  of  it,  steering  A.  N.  W,  and  N.  W.  by  N. 
until  nearly  abreast  of  St.  Thomas. 

On  the  10th  of  October  an  English  brig  entered  the  port  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  informed  us  that  she  had  been  boarded  by  the  Sumter  ou 
the  5th  of  October  in  longitude  47°  257  west,  9°  north  latitude.  To 
show  how  close  this  ship  was  on  her  track,  and  how  very  close  our  cal 
dilations  were  as  regards  her  movements,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  at 
the  time  the  Sumter  boarded  the  English  brig  we  were  only  75  miles 
from  her;  and  that  night  we  gave  chase  to  a  light,  which  was  not  far 
off,  but  which  suddenly  disappeared,  and  of  which  we  could  find  no 
trace;  likely  it  was  the  Sumter. 

She  will  continue  to  cruise  in  the  track  of  homeward-bound  vessels, 
changing  her  position  every  time  she  boards  a  vessel,  but  she  will 
always  maintain  such  a  position  that  she  will  be  enabled  to  reach  Mar- 
anham  with  a  slant  of  wind  if  she  gets  out  of  or  short  of  coal,  for  I  am 
well  assured  that  Maranham  will  be  the  place  she  will  resort  to  for  sup¬ 
plies,  and  likely  send  her  prizes  there. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  William  Mervine, 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Pensacola. 


Report  of  Commander  Scott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State ,  of  capture  and  disposition  of  prize  steamer  Salvor ,  captured  near 
Tortugas  Islands ,  with  enclosures  on  same  subject. 

IT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Philadelphia ,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  last  communication,  of  September  26,  notified  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  my  arrival  at  Aspiuwall,  where  I  remained  until  the  5th  instant 
for  the  purpose  of  convoying  the  California  steamer,  which  Colonel 
Totten  and  Mr.  Parker,  of  the  Panama  Railroad,  informed  me  was 
expected  to  carry  a  large  number  of  Government  arms,  and  it  was 
deemed  highly  important  that  they  should  be  protected.  The  arms 
did  not  arrive,  however,  and  after  convoying  the  steamer  through  the 
islands,  I  proceeded  to  Key  West  to  coal  and  replenish  our  provisions. 
On  the  evening  of  the  11th  I  arrived  at  Key  West,  and  early  next  morn¬ 
ing,  in  getting  the  ship  to  the  wharf,  grounded  on  a  bank,  where  we 
were  detained  until  late  Saturday  evening,  when  we  got  to  the  wharf 
and  made  preparations  for  coaling  early  Monday  morning. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  the  enclosed  letter,  marked  A,  was  handed  to 
me  by  Major  French,  and  I  proceeded  with  all  dispatch  in  search  of 
the  steamer,  and  that  night,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12,  captured 
her  near  the  Tortugas  Islands,  steering  direct  for  Tampa  Bay,  Fla., 
and  placing  Lieutenant  Donaldson  with  a  crew  from  this  ship  in  charge, 
took  her  in  tow  and  carried  her  to  Key  West.  Early  on  Monday,  the 
14th,  a  search  was  commenced  to  ascertain  the  contents  of  her  cargo. 
During  the  search  Major  French,  of  the  Army,  came  on  board,  and 
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with  him  the  marshal,  who,  without  request,  assisted  111  searching  for 
papers,  etc. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  whilst  I  was  having  the  hatches 
secured,  and  before  tlie  papers  had  been  assorted  or  any  communica¬ 
tion  had  with  the  district  judge  or  attorney,  the  marshal  made  his 
appearance  with  a  libel,  claiming  possession  oi  the  vessel,  which  I 
declined  to  permit,  and  ordered  his  deputy  and  two  men  out  ot  the  ship. 
I  then  called  on  the  district  attorney  and  was  informed  by  him  that  the 
libel  was  issued  without  a  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  under  the  sup¬ 
position  that  it  was  my  wish,  further  adding  that  the  marshal  was  a 
new  appointment,  not  well  acquainted  with  his  business,  and  the  whole 
matter  informal.  I  conversed  freely  with  the  district  attorney  in  regard 
to  the  prize,  and  [  was]  clearly  informed  that  I  had  a  perfect  right  to  take 
her  to  any  port  that  I  deemed  proper  fortrial,  buttlieowner,  McKay,  and 
two  others,  who  had  been  given  up  to  Major  French,  must  be  tried  there. 
Thus  matters  stood  without  any  decision  on  my  part  as  to  my  final 
action. 

Feeling  fully  my  embarrassing  situation,  I  consulted  with  Major 
French,  Captains  Brannan  and  Gillem,  of  the  Army,  Commander  Pick¬ 
ering,  of  the  NT avy,  the  collector  and  inspector  of  customs,  the  naval 
storekeeper,  and  many  of  the  most  prominent  and  true  Union  men,  all 
of  whom  urged  that  she  should  by  all  means  be  taken  north  for  trial, 
because  if  condemned  there,  which  was  thought  doubtful,  as  her  owner 
was  popular  v  ith  those  who  were  U nionists  from  necessity,  she  would  be 
purchased  by  his  friends  at  one-fourth  her  value;  and,  again,  her  cargo, 
consisting  of  arms,  coffee,  hats,  caps,  shoes,  and  cigars,  would  soon  be 
transported  to  the  Main,  where  communication  is  kept  up  daily.  I 
enclose  a  letter  from  the  citizens  of  Key  West  on  the  subject,  marked  B. 

1  had  also  an  interview  with  Judge  Marvin  on  the  subject,  who  like¬ 
wise  admitted  that  the  libel  was  informal  and  that  I  had  a  perfect  right 
to  take  the  vessel  where  I  deemed  most  proper,  but  having  entered 
that  port,  it  became  my  duty  to  turn  her  over  to  the  court.  This  he 
gave  as  his  opinion,  saying  he  had  no  power  in  the  matter  until  it  was 
legally  brought  before  him.  I  could  not,  however,  perceive,  and  so 
stated  it  to  the  judge,  why  from  having  entered  the  port  it  became 
imperative  to  turn  over  this  vessel,  as  several  captured  on  the  Florida 
coast  had  entered  that  port,  remained  several  days,  and  then  proceeded 
north  for  trial.  To  this  no  answer  could  be  given,  and  it  became  evi¬ 
dent  to  me,  after  mature  and  deliberate  consideration,  that  it  was  my 
duty  to  take  the  vessel  north. 

And  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  it  was  well  known  that  I  would  sail 
the  next  day.  Nothing,  however,  was  received  from  either  the  judge 
or  attorney  until  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  when,  as  the  ship  was 
getting  under  way,  the  deputy  marshal  came  on  board,  saying  he  was 
directed  to  arrest  me.  I  should  most  certainly  have  obeyed  the  sum¬ 
mons  had  it  been  sent  in  proper  time,  but  as  the  ship  was  then  in  the 
act  of  leaving,  with  a  bare  sufficiency  of  time  to  clear  the  reefs  before 
night,  I  declined  going  before  the  judge,  deeming  it  my  duty  to  make 
known  at  the  earliest  moment  to  the  senior  officer  off  Charleston  the 
information  contained  in  the  consul’s  letter  regarding  the  Spanish  bark 
loading  at  Havana  and  bound  for  that  port,  a  copy  of  which  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Commander  Sartori  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  for  the 
senior  officer  off  Charleston.  This  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I 
have  ever  disobeyed  the  laws  of  my  country,  either  military  or  civil,  and 
if  I  have  erred  in  this  instance  it  may  be  fairly  ascribed  to  a  conscien¬ 
tious  belief  that  I  was  acting  for  the  best  interest  of  my  country. 
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Off  Cape  Hatteras  I  experienced  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  east' 
ward,  during  which,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  care  and  precaution, 
onr  hawsers  parted,  and  we  were  necessarily  separated  from  the  prize 
for  near  forty  hours,  during  which  time  great  anxiety  was  felt  for  her 
safety,  but  found,  on  again  taking  her  in  tow,  that  she  had  made  better ' 
weather  than  the  Keystone  State. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  brought  her  to  New  York,  but  the  con¬ 
tinued  prevalence  of  bad  wheather  and  the  loss  of  the  prize’s  rudder, 
together  with  the  breaking  down  of  her  engine,  compelled  me  to  put 
into  this  port.  This  steamer  was  seized  in  July  or  August  by  Com¬ 
mander  Craven,  of  the  Crusader ,  it  being  well  known  at  Key  West 
that  her  owner  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Southern  Con¬ 
federacy  and  was  an  agent  to  sell  their  bonds. 

Her  owner  applied  to  Commander  Craven  to  leave  the  port  and  was 
refused,  unless  he  gave  bonds  for  $20,000,  and  then  only  to  enter  a 
Northern  port.  At  the  request,  however,  of  Major  Fi’ench  she  was 
turned  over  to  the  Army  and  sent,  with  a  quartermaster,  to  Havana 
for  horses,  when  it  is  said  her  machinery  was  out  of  order  and  that  she 
could  not  return. 

A  sham  sale  was  then  made  to  an  English  subject,  a  cargo  taken  in, 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  present  consisting  of  200  sacks  of  coffee, 
400,000  cigars,  400  revolvers,  a  number  of  rifles,  dirks,  bowie  knives, 
a  6-pounder  cannon,  a  quantity  of  felt  hats,  caps,  shoes,  500,000  per¬ 
cussion  caps,  and  a  quantity  of  fruit.  WTith  this  cargo  she  cleared  for 
Nassau,  an  English  port,  as  the  Salvor ,  although  by  her  register  she  is 
called  the  M.  S.  Perry.  Only  a  slight  examination  of  her  cargo  has  so 
far  been  made,  and  it  is  believed  she  has  a  much  larger  number  of  arti¬ 
cles  than  has  been  enumerated. 

The  steamer  was  built  at  Buffalo  by  an  insurance  company  in  the 
most  thorough  manner,  of  white  oak,  in  1856,  schooner  rigged,  with 
3  masts;  length,  161  feet;  breadth  of  beam,  25  feet  4  inches;  depth 
of  hold,  11  feet  7  inches;  tonnage,  450f§.  She  is  coppered  and  her 
hull  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  The  engine  is  also  good,  but 
her  boilers  are  worn  out  and  will  only  bear  steam  enough  to  keep 
headway  on  her.  I  saw  the  vessel  when  building  and  at  various  times 
for  three  years  after,  and  feel  confident  that,  with  a  moderate  outlay, 
she  can  be  made  an  efficient  gunboat,  well  adapted  for  service  on  the 
Southern  coast.  Knowing  all  these  facts,  I  considered  it  my  impera¬ 
tive  duty  to  take  the  responsibility  of  bringing  her  North,  and  feel 
satisfied  that  I  will  be  sustained  by  the  Department. 

All  the  above  reasons  were  known  to  Judge  Marvin,  and  he  stated 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  vessel’s  going  North  if  it  did  not  cast 
an  imputation  of  di.sloyalty  on  his  court.  He  was  well  aware,  however, 
that  1  entertained  no  thought  of  disloyalty  on  his  part,  though  there 
are  persons  on  the  island  who  do. 

There  are  700  persons  on  the  island  that  have  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  yet  I  was  reliably  informed  that  there  are  not  over  150 
true  Union  men.  In  addition  to  the  ship’s  papers  I  have  a  number  of 
sealed  letters  addressed  to  New  Orleans,  Savannah,  Charleston,  Mobile, 
and  other  places  in  Texas  and  Florida.  Will  the  Department  be 
pleased  to  instruct  me  if  these  letters  shall  be  delivered  to  the  district 
judge  or  sent  to  Washington?  It  appears  to  me  that  they  contain 
information  which  may  be  important  to  the  Government,  and  is  not 
required  to  condemn  the  vessel.  There  are  6  slaves  on  board  tin' 
prize,  5  of  whom  belong  to  McKay,  the  owner,  and  1  who  belongs  to 
an  officer,  formerly  of  our  Army  and  now  in  the  rebel  service. 


112 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


1  shall  be  pleased,  if  authorized,  to  communicate  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  person. 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  this  matter  will  meet  the  approval  of  the 
Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
'  servant, 

G.  H.  Scott, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  L).  C. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

Consulate-General  of  the  United  States  at  Havana, 

October  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  advised  Mr.  Howe,  the  collector  at  Key  West,  on  the  30th 
ultimo  of  the  sale  here  by  Mr.  McKay  of  his  steamer,  the  Salvor,  to  a  Mr. 
John  McLenan,  a  Scotchman,  to  be  placed  under  British  colors.  Since 
then  she  was  put  up  for  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  to-day  she  has 
been  cleared  for  said  port.  I  have  enquired  at  the  custom-house,  and 
ascertained  that  her  cargo  consists  (according  to  permits  obtained)  of 
309,700  cigars  and  100  bags  of  coffee.  But  I  have  received  secret 
information  from  various  quarters  that  she  will  ultimately  proceed  to, 
and  endeavor  to  enter,  one  of  the  blockaded  ports,  probably  New 
Orleans;  that  arms  and  other  war  material  have  been  secretly  shipped 
upon  her,  and  that  two  or  three  passengers  are  going  in  her  to  the  South 
How  true  this  may  be  J  am  unable  to  ascertain  in  time  to  communicate 
before  her  departure,  which  I  understand  will  be  to-morrow  morning  at 
about  7  o’clock.  The  greater  part  of  the  Salvor’s  crew  consisted  of 
negroes,  the  property  of  McKay  and  his  mother-in-law;  he  assured  me 
last  evening  that  it  was  his  intention  to  take  them  in  the  Salvor  and 
land  them  at  Key  West,  as  he  could  not  help  himself.  He  may  do  so 
or  he  may  not.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  him 
to  take  slaves  to  Nassau,  as  they  might  claim  their  freedom  and  obtain 
it,  but  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  run  some  risk  and  take  them  into 
New  Orleans,  or  elsewhere  on  the  Southern  coast,  without  touching 
at  Nassau.  I  apprehend  this,  because  I  can  not  see  what  use  they  can 
have  at  Nassau  for  such  a  large  quantity  of  cigars. 

A  Spanish  bark  is  now  loading  here  which  draws  about  10  feet  of 
water  when  in  the  train  [trim]  she  will  leave  here.  She  will  sail  in  about 
six  days  from  this  date.  A  young  shipmaster  named  Perry  (son  of  the 
person  that  was  taken  in  the  privateer  Petrel  off  Charleston  and  now 
in  prison  at  Philadelphia)  will,  in  all  probability,  go  in  her  as  pilot.  He 
is  amative  of  Charleston.  The  ship  will  be  full  of  supplies  for  the  South. 
I  have  learned  it  is  intended  to  run  her  into  Charleston  if  the  wind  is 
favorable;  if  southerly,  run  in  shore  to  the  southward,  where  there  are 
inlets  that  Perry  knows  he  can  go  in  drawing  10  feet.  I  do  not  know 
the  bark’s  name  at  present,  but  expect  to  learn  it  this  evening  or 
to-morrow.  I  will  then  communicate  it.  The  above  is  reliable. 

As  no  smack  will  sail  this  evening  or  to-morrow  for  Key  West  I  have 
requested  Captain  Wilson  to  run  over  with  this  letter  this  afternoon. 
The  Marion  is  not  in,  and  the  Lord  knows  if  she  will  be  in  before 
to-morrow,  or  when. 

Please  make  contents  of  this  letter  known  to  the  naval  officers;  anC, 
with  regards  to  friends,  I  remain,  yours, 

Tnos.  Savage, 

U  S.  Vice-Consul ,  eh. 

Major  William  H.  French, 

Commandina  U.  S.  Troops,  etc. 
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[Enclosure  B.] 


Key  West,  October  14,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  We  take  pleasure  in  congratulating  you  upon  the  success 
of  your  recent  trip  in  capturing  and  bringing  to  this  port  tiie  steamship 
M.  S.  Perry ,  loaded  with  stores  and  ammunitions  of  war  evidently 
intended  for  the  rebels  in  the  Confederate  States.  By  fitting  the  Perry 
with  new  boilers,  she  could  readily  be  converted  into  a  gunboat  and 
made  highly  serviceable  to  the  Government  in  crushing  the  rebellion 
against  it.  Considering  that  there  are  no  means  of  supplying  boilers 
to  vessels  in  Key  West,  and  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service 
require  all  the  ships  which  can  be  made  available  for  the  Navy  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  we  recommend  that  you  carry  the  Perry  at  once 
to  New  York  for  adjudication.  Another  reason,  the  Perry  is  claimed 
to  be  a  British  ship,  and  when  captured  had  several  slaves  on  board. 
Their  testimony  would  not  be  admissible  in  Key  West,  but  could  be 
available  in  New  York.  Many  other  reasons  might  be  urged,  but  we 
deem  the  foregoing  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  we  recommend. 

Our  only  motive  in  addressing  you  this  communication  is  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Union  in  its  integrity,  and  contribute,  as  far  as  in  our  power, 
to  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  administration  which  you  are  so  gal¬ 
lantly  sustaining. 

With  high  regard,  your  obedient  servants, 

A.  Patterson,  U.  S.  Naval  Storekeeper. 

Cornelius  Curtis. 

J.  G.  Oltmanns,  Assistant  U.  S.  Coast  Survey. 

[And  9  others.] 

Commander  G.  H.  Scott, 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  I)u  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  dispatch  vessel  to  intercept  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

Navy  Department,  October  15,  1861. 
Sir:  It  is  reported  that  the  steamer  Nashville  has  run  the  blockade 
at  Charleston,  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board. 

Have  you  a  fast  steamer  that  can  be  spared?  If  so,  let  her  be  dis¬ 
patched  to  intercept  the  Nashville. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Astor  House ,  New  York. 

(Copy  sent  to  Commodore  Breese.) 


[Telegram.] 

(Keceived  October  15,  1861,  from  New  York.) 

Teleeram  received.  Will  dispatch  a  vessel  immediately. 

s  S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 

123a - 8 
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Order  from  Flag  Officer  DuPont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  March  and. 
commanding  U.  S.  8.  James  Adger,  to  search  for  C.  8.  S.  Nashville . 


New  York,  October  15,  midnight ,  1 1861. 


Sir:  I  have  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  honorable  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  giving  a  report  that  the  steamer  Nashville  has  run 
the  blockade  of  Charleston,  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board, 
bound,  of  course,  to  England  or  France,  most  likely  the  former. 

The  Department  is  anxious  to  have  this  vessel  intercepted  and  taken ; 
the  speed  of  your  steamer  and  her  supply  of  fuel  and  your  own  intelli¬ 
gence  offer  the  best  chance  of  doing  this  of  any  vessel  at  my  disposal. 
Although  regretting  much  to  lose  you  even  for  a  few  days  from  my 
squadron,  for  I  can  ill  spare  you  from  pending  service,  yet  it  is  very 
desirable  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  overtake  or  intercept  the 
Nashville.  You  are  therefore  charged  with  this  important  service,  and 
I  leave  to  your  discretion  the  best  course  to  steer  in  order  to  effect  it. 
The  Nashville  will  probably,  after  leaving  the  coast,  steer  a  direct 
course  or  inclining  south  of  it.  You  are  at  liberty  to  choose  as  to 
Avliere  you  will  enter  to  coal,  either  in  an  English  or  French  port,  or  at 
the  Western  Islands. 

Some  three  or  four  vessels,  it  is  believed,  are  on  their  way  to  Georgia 
or  South  Carolina  with  military  stores  or  munitions  of  war  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  you  should  have  an  eye  to  their  going  or  returning. 

You  will  enter  the  Chesapeake  on  your  return  and  report  to  the  flag- 
officer  present,  with  whom  I  will  leave  orders  for  you. 

Trusting  in  your  experience  and  intelligent  discretion,  and  wishing 
you  success, 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Commander  J.  P>.  Marchand, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  Jas.  Adger,  New  York. 


Flag-Officer. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  8.  James 
Adger ,  of  sailing  in  search  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Nashville. 

U.  S.  Steamer  James  Adger, 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  October  16,  1861,4:30  o'clock  a.  m. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  received  at  1:30  o’clock  this 
morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  is  safely  outside  of 
the  bar. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander . 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commander-.in-  Chief,  etc. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Flag  Officer  Du  Pont, 
U.  8.  Navy ,  relative  to  dispatching  vessel  to  intercept  C.  8.  8.  Nash¬ 
ville. 

Navy  Yard,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  forward  you  a  telegraphic  dispatch  received  late  last  night. 
1  have  no  steamer  that  can  be  made  available  sooner  than  a  day;  this 
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would  give  the  i\  ashville  four  days’  start.  The  requirement  of  the 
Department  as  expressed  in  the  telegram  can  only  be  carried  into  effect 
by  the  detailing  the  Florida  or  Augusta  for  that  purpose.  Could  either 
ol  those  vessels  be  spared  for  that  end? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

™  w  Commandant. 

Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  October  16,  1861,  from  New  York.) 

I  have  dispatched  steamers  Curlew  and  James  Adger  in  pursuit  of 
the  Nashville;  Curlew  to  return  when  her  coal  is  expended;  Adger  to 
continue  all  the  way. 

S.  F.  Du  Pont. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  sailing  of  U.  S.  steamers 
James  Adger  and  Curlew  to  intercept  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

Steam  Frigate  Wabash,  October  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  what  I  have  already 
done  briefly  by  telegraph,  that  I  dispatched  last  night  in  a  very  short 
time  after  receiving  your  message  the  steamer  James  Adger,  Com¬ 
mander  Marchand,  and  the  steamer  Curlew,  acting  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  Watmough,  in  pursuit  of  the  steamer  Nashville,  said  to  have 
run  the  blockade  of  Charleston  with  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board. 
The  Adger  will  run  across  to  the  channel,  and  if,  as  I  think,  the  Nash¬ 
ville  will  run  a  long  time  before  she  ventures  to  make  her  northing,  the 
difference  of  time  may  be  overcome. 

The  Curlew  has  attempted  an  intersection  at  a  point  indicated  by 
the  shortness  of  her  fuel,  for  she  carries  but  eight  days’  supply,  and  I 
have  ordered  her  back  to  Hampton  Roads;  also  the  Adger.  Both 
vessels  have  orders  to  look  out  for  the  steamers  expected  from  Europe 
to  the  rebel  States,  and  this  induced  me  in  part  to  send  the  latter  ship, 
for  her  chance  is  small,  I  fear,  of  crossing  the  Nashville. 

The  Department  will  readily  believe  I  felt  strong  regrets  at  losing 
two  good  ships  so  well  commanded  as  these  from  my  squadron;  but 
whether  successful  in  the  chase  or  not,  I  deemed  it  important  to  show, 
if  the  blockade  could  be  run,  that  prompt  measures  could  be  directed 
in  reference  thereto,  and  which  I  was  sure  the  Department  greatly 
desired. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  October  16, 1861. 
Sir  :  A  duplicate  of  dispatch  to  you  was  last  night  sent  to  Commo¬ 
dore  Breese.  But  one  boat  is  to  be  sent  after  the  Nashville. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[, Secretary  of  the  Navy], 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Astor  House ,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 


(Received  October  16,  1861,  from  Navy  Yard,  New  York.) 
Secretary  of  Navy: 

Connecticut  may  be  ready  this  evening.  Shall  she  be  sent?  To  what 
point  shall  she  be  directed?  The  Nashville  is  fast  and  bas  four  days’ 
start.  Please  telegraph  immediately. 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

[ Commandant .] 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  16, 1861. 
Send  the  Connecticut  to  Bermuda,  and  if  any  information  is  obtained 
there  relative  to  that  vessel,  pursue  her;  otherwise  return  at  once. 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commodore  S.  L.  Breese, 

Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Order  from  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Commander  Wood- 
hull,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Connecticut,  to  pursue  C.  8.  8. 
Nashville. 


Navy  Yard,  New  York,  October  16,  1861. 

Sir:  Please  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Bermuda,  in  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville,  which  vessel  on  Saturday  last  ran  the  blockade 
from  Charleston.  If  at  Bermuda  you  obtain  information  of  her,  you 
will  pursue  and  capture  her.  If  no  information  is  obtained  of  her, 
return  immediately  to  this  port. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  L.  Breese, 

Commandant. 

Commander  M.  Woodhull, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Connecticut,  New  York. 
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Letter  from  TJ.  8.  consul  at  Paramaribo  to  commanding  officer  of  any 
United  States  ship  of  war ,  giving  information  of  C.  8.  8.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Consulate,  per  Eastern  Light, 

Port  of  Paramaribo,  October  17,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  an  arrival  of  a  schooner 
from  Curasao  I  have  been  informed  that  the  piratical  steamer  Sumter  is 
near  or  on  an  island  about  30  miles  to  the  windward  of  Curacao  and 
the  crew  cruising  about  in  their  boats. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Sawyer, 

U.  8.  Consul. 

Commander  of  any  U.  S.  Ship  of  War  this  may  meet. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  return  of  U.  8.  8.  Cur¬ 
lew  from  cruise  in  search  of  C.  8.  8.  Nashville. 

Flagship  Wabash, 
Hampton  Roads,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  Curlew,  Acting  Lieutenant  Watmough, 
came  in  this  evening.  His  report  explains  the  reason  of  las  early 
return,  defects  in  the  engine  rendering  further  pursuit  unwise. 

These  defects,  however,  will  not  impair  her  usefulness  for  the  work 
we  have  on  hand,  and  I  am  much  pleased  at  having  her  back. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — Lieutenant  Watmough’s  report  was  sent  to  Commodore  Golds- 
borough,  and  if  not  forwarded  by  him  will  be  sent  to-morrow. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  P.  0.  Watmough,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  cruise  to 

intercept  C.  8.  S.  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  Curlew, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe,  October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  15th  instant  I  went  to  sea  at 
4  a  m.  on  the  morning  of  10th  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  intercept 
the  steamer  Nashville.  After  steaming  to  the  southward  and  east 
ward  210  miles,  I  was  satislied  from  the  following  reasons  that  it  was 
a  useless  expenditure  of  coal  to  continue  on:  The  tubes  of  the  surface 
condenser  in  three  cases  gave  out  and  admitted  the  salt  water  into  the 
boilers,  causing  them  to  foam  to  such  an  extent  that  frequent  stoppages 
of  the  engine  became  necessary  to  find  where  the  water  stood.  After 
plugging  up  these  tubes  the  foaming  continued,  rarely  admitting  more 
than  05  revolutions  to  the  propeller,  giving  an  average  speed  of  about 
8  knots,  and  even  at  this  low  rate  necessarily  attended  with  great  risk 
to  machinery  in  working  through  the  water.  The  head  sea  also  caused 
her  to  throw  out  her  propeller,  which  alone  would  have  necessitated 
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slow  and  cautious  steaming  to  prevent  the  racing  of  the  engines  and 
consequent  risk.  The  Curlew  appears  strong  and  tight,  and  behaves 
well  in  a  tolerably  rough  sea  abeam.  Our  return  trip  to  this  port  con¬ 
firmed  me  in  my  judgment  as  to  discontinuing  the  chase,  as  the  foam¬ 
ing  rather  increased  as  our  trip  was  prolonged,  showing  the  necessity 
of  a  new  supply  of  fresh  water  for  the  boilers,  which  are  so  constructed 
as  to  preclude  the  use  of  salt  water  beyond  a  very  limited  time — two 
or  three  days.  I  am  satisfied  she  is  a  smart  boat  in  smooth  water,  the 
foaming  once  stopped. 

Trusting  my  course  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pen.  G.  Watmough, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Paramaribo  to  commanding  officer  of  any  United 
States  ship  of  war ,  giving  information  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Port  of  Paramaribo, 

October  22 ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  was  seen  off 
the  Marowyne  [Maronij  River  on  the  IStli  instant. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois  arrived  here  on  the  19th  and  left  next  day  in 
pursuit  of  the  Sumter.  She  will  return  here  for  coals.  I  will  also  add 
that  the  Sumter  has  a  rendezvous  at  a  small  uninhabited  island  near 
Curasao,  called  Orchilla,  latitude  11°  48'  north,  longitude  66°  12'  west. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Sawyer, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  of  any  U.  S.  Ship  of  War. 


Letter  from  consul  at  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies ,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
presenting  the  need  of  frequent  visits  of  United  States  war  vessels  to 
those  islands. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

At  St.  Thomas ,  October  22 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  the  safe  arrival  on  yesterday,  per 
schooner  B  C  Scribner,  from  Philadelphia,  of  500  tons  of  coal  for  the 
use  ot  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

*  *  #  *  #  *  # 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  dispatch 
forwarded  to  you  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  by  Captain  Scott,  of  the  U. 
S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  and  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  San 
Jacinto ,  and  Commander  Porter,  of  the  Powhatan ,  who  will  be  able  to 
give  you  full  information  respecting  the  importance  of  the  presence  of 
one  of  our  steamers  in  these  waters  every  two  or  three  weeks.  The 
steamers  that  have  been  in  search  of  the  Sumter  have  done  incalculable 
good  by  calling  at  various  points  in  the  Windward  Islands  and  on  the 
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Spanish  Main.  May  I  beg  the  favor  of  a  reply  at  your  earliest  conven¬ 
ience?  You  may  command  my  services  in  any  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  useful  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Edgar,  U.  8.  Consul. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S. 

Sumter,  enclosing  orders  given  to  Commander  Palmer  on  same  subject. 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto, 
Cienfuegos ,  Cuba,  October  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  wrote  you  a  short  dispatch*  on  my  arrival  here  yesterday, 
giving  you  an  outline  of  the  services  this  ship  has  performed  since  I 
took  command  of  her,  and  informed  you  of  the  meeting  at  St.  Thomas 
with  the  Powhatan  and  Iroquois ,  then  in  search  of  the  Sumter. 

Having  gained  reliable  information  of  the  Sumter  but  a  few  days 
before,  from  a  vessel  that  had  been  boarded,  I  instructed  Commander 
Palmer  to  continue  his  cruise  in  search  of  her,  and  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  memorandum  I  sent  Commander  Palmer  of  my  views,  which  will 
inform  you  relative  to  that  vessel. 

The  search  recommended  by  the  Department  for  the  Iroquois  I  have 
taken  up,  and  visited  the  Windward  Passage,  Jamaica,  Grand  Cay¬ 
man,  Boca  Grande  and  this  place,  and  the  neighboring  sea.  The  Pow¬ 
hatan  look  a  more  southern  route  to  join  the  squadron  on  the  southern 
coast.  We  left  St.  Thomas  the  same  day  and  thus  swept  down  through 
the  Caribbean  Sea.  I  have  obtained  no  information  of  the  Sumter 
since  I  left  St.  Thomas.  Everything  is  quiet  and  no  vessels  have  been 
molested  in  their  peaceful  commerce. 

Our  arrival  in  the  United  States  will  not  much  exceed  the  time  if  I 
had  gone  direct  from  St.  Thomas,  and,  although  I  was  very  desirous  to 
return  with  her  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  I  deemed  it  important  that 
the  points  touched  at  should  be  visited  and  information  obtained.  I 
shall  leave  this  port  as  soon  as  I  have  taken  in  some  coal  and  had  the 
machinery  overhauled  and  put  in  condition  for  a  few  weeks’  longer 
service.  In  the  early  part  of  next  week,  by  the  28th  probably,  I  shall 
be  at  the  Havana,  where,  I  am  informed,  the  presence  of  an  armed 
vessel  is  required. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

St.  Thomas ,  October  13,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Without  wishing  to  point  out  to  you  any  special 
directions,  I  suppose  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  receive  a  general 
outline  of  my  views  as  to  the  course  I  think  may  bring  you  in  view  of 
the  Sumter. 


“  Not  found. 
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1.  Her  position  six  days  since  was  longitude  47°  25'  W.,  latitude  9° 
33'  N.,  a  position  directly  in  the  route  of  the  homeward -bound  vessels. 
She  will  probably  maintain  this  position  on  a  parallelogram  about  300 
miles  by  400  N.N.E.  and  W.S.W.  and  which  is  about  500  miles  U.W,  of 
Maranham.  The  Sumter  has  been  out  at  sea  twenty-eight  days  and 
probably  will  return  to  Maranham  for  coal  before  the  20th  of  this  month. 
Yonr  object  should  be  to  reach  the  locality  as  soon  as  possible,  1,000 
miles  from  here. 

2.  At  Maranham  you  will  learn  of  her  whereabouts,  and  when  she  is 
expected,  through  Mr.  Oliver  and  our  consul.  I  do  not  believe  the 
Sumter  will  be  able  to  coal  there,  and  suppose  she  will  return  by  way 
of  Trinidad  under  sail  outside  the  reefs. 

3.  Should  you  learn  that  she  had  coaled  and  gone  to  the  southward 
and  westward,  I  would  advise  following  her,  and  use  every  endeavor, 
notwithstanding  the  time  it  may  take,  to  hunt  her  down,  as  her  capture 
is  of  great  moment  to  our  commercial  interests. 

4.  If  you  fall  in  with  the  Keystone  State  you  will  arrange  with  her  to 
visit  all  places  where  there  is  any  likelihood  of  your  falling  in  with  this 
pirate,  and  in  case  if  should  be  deemed  necessary  you  ought  to  follow 
the  Sumter  as  far  as  Rio. 

5.  Well  knowing  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  effect  the  object  of 
her  capture,  I  may  add  that  I  shall  communicate,  on  my  arrival  at  home, 
with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  advice  I  have  given 
you  verbally  and  contained  in  this  note. 

Very  truly,  yours,  etc., 


Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 


Commander  Jas.  S.  Palmer,  IT.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Steamer  Iroquois. 


P.  S. — The  three  sheets  of  charts  of  the  coast  of  Brazil  have  been 
sent  you. 


Report  of  Commander  Woodhull ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Con¬ 
necticut,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

IT.  S.  S.  Connecticut, 

October  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  port,  having  exe¬ 
cuted  the  orders  received  from  Flag-Officer  Breese,  a  copy  *  of  which  I 
enclose.  I  left  the  navy  yard  Wednesday  evening  at  10  o’clock  and 
arrived  ou  Saturday  evening  at  Bermuda,  making  the  passage  in  sixty- 
eight  hours.  As  it  was  quite  too  late  to  cross  the  reef,  I  did  not  arrive 
at  the  anchorage  in  Grassy  Bay  till  the  next  morning.  I  regret  to  say 
that  nothing  could  be  heard  of  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  nor  indeed 
had  there  been  any  steamer  from  the  United  States  at  the  island  for 
the  last  six  months.  I  only  communicated  my  business  to  the  U.  S. 
consul,  and  made  the  excuse  for  entering  the  harbor  the  necessity  I  was 
under  of  overhauling  the  engine,  which,  by  the  way,  worked  very 
badly  from  some  cause  or  other.  I  remained  at  anchor  all  Sunday,  and 
up  to  2  o’clock  Monday,  the  21st,  which  time  was  occupied  in  a  general 

*  For  enclosure,  see  p,  116. 
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overhaul  of  the  engine.  We  found  some  four  springs  that  confine  the 
packing  of  the  piston  broken,  which  had  to  be  renewed  before  it  would 
have  been  safe  to  continue  my  voyage.  We  left  the  reef  at  4  p.  m.  of 
the  21st  and  arrived  at  this  port  at  12  m.  to-day.  We  experienced  very 
bad  weather  on  the  return  trip.  The  steamer  behaved  well  and  is  an 
admirable  sea  boat.  I  received  every  attention  and  courtesy  from  the 
authorities  of  the  island ;  1  was  called  upon  by  the  governor  and  by 
the  captain  commanding  the  naval  establishment,  who  was  profuse  in 
his  oilers  of  assistance,  etc.,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  was  not  on  my 
part  required.  1  find  the  government  officials  very  friendly  in  their 
views,  and  especially  favorable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
They  expressed  strongly  their  sympathies  and  wishes  that  the  rebellion 
would  be  successfully  overcome.  Aside  from  these  personages,  1  under¬ 
stand  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  are  out- 
and-out  sympathizers  with  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy.  The 
reasons  for  this,  when  it  is  considered  that  all  their  little  trade  is  with 
the  North,  1  could  not  discover.  Captain  Hutton,  li.  N.,  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard,  informed  me  that  orders  had  been  given  to  all  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  pilots  not  to  pilot  privateers  into  tire  harbor,  nor  give  them  aid 
or  comfort  in  any  way. 

I  take  pleasure  in  informing  the  Department  of  the  good  health  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  this  steamer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Wood  hull, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Statement  made  by  master  of  brig  Granada  of  the  capture  of  his  vessel  by 

the  privateer  Sallie. 

New  York,  October  24,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  sailed  from  Nuevitas,  Cuba,  October  3,  master  of  the 
brig  Granada,  of  Portland,  Me.,  bound  for  New  York.  On  the  night  of 
the  12th  instant,  in  latitude  33°,  longitude  7L°,  I  fell  in  with  and  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  privateer  Sallie,  Captain  Lebby,  three  days 
out  from  Charleston.  Part  of  my  crew  and  myself  were  taken  on  board 
the  privateer,  and  from  her  transferred  (three  days  after)  to  the  British 
schooner  Greyhound.  We  arrived  at  New  York  to-day. 

The  captain  of  the  privateer  informed  me  he  came  out  of  Charleston 
in  the  daytime  without  any  difficulty,  and  that  the  privateers  Dixie 
and  Beauregard  were  fitting  out  there  and  would  be  ready  for  sea  in  a 
few  days.  The  Sallie  sailed  S.E.  after  leaving  us,  in  search  of  coffee 
vessels  from  Eio. 

By  the  loss  of  my  vessel  I  have  lost  my  all,  and  am  thrown  out  of 
employment.  I  am  most  anxious  to  serve  my  country  in  the  Navy  as 
sailing-master,  for  which  situation  I  think  I  am  capable,  having  been 
mate  and  master  of  a  vessel  nine  years. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Pettengill. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Paramaribo ,  Surinam ,  Dutch  Guiana,  October  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  the  Department  from  Barbados  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Mystic. 

There  were  vague  rumors  of  the  Sumter  being  among  the  Grena¬ 
dines  when  I  left.  I  accordingly  proceeded  thither,  running  through 
these  islets  and  into  St.  George,  Grenada,  and  finding  she  had  not  been 
in  this  quarter,  proceeded  on  to  Trinidad.  The  details  of  a  fruitless 
search  can  not  be  very  interesting.  But  at  Trinidad,  where  the  Sumter 
had  coaled  and  obtained  supplies,  I  was  anxious  to  learn  the  attitude 
of  the  British  Government  towards  the  piratical  vessels  of  the  Southern 
States.  I  had  scarcely  anchored,  when  I  observed  the  governor 
intended  treating  me  with  marked  civility,  sending  his  aide  de  camp 
on  board,  begging  I  would  give  him  a  day  for  an  entertainment,  etc. 
When  1  called  upon  him  lie  alluded  incidentally  to  the  Sumter's  having 
been  a  visitor  at  this  port,  saying  that  the  instructions  from  bis  Gov¬ 
ernment  were  to  treat  the  contending  parties  in  the  United  States 
with  impartiality.  I  offered  no  argument,  but  received  his  communi¬ 
cation  in  silence.  The  captain  of  the  English  frigate  Cadmus,  at  Trini¬ 
dad,  at  this  time  told  me  he  bad  been  sent  for  from  Grenada,  upon  the 
Sumter'’ s  arrival  at  Trinidad,  and  sent  an  officer  on  board  of  her  to  exam¬ 
ine  the  commission  under  which  her  commander  sailed,  and  upon  find¬ 
ing  it  was  all  right,  the  commission  being  that  of  commander  in  the  C.  S. 
Navy,  signed  by  Jeff.  Davis  as  President,  said  he  could  not  interfere  with 
her.  Upon  my  saying,  “Then  your  Government  recognizes  the  South¬ 
ern  Confederacy he  replied,  “  O,  no,  not  at  all,  only  as  a  party  having 
belligerent  rights;”  adding,  “Such  are  my  instructions  from  my 
admiral,  and  a  copy  of  the  Confederate  flag  has  been  sent  me  that  I 
may  know  it.”  I  was  not  aware  that  England  had  assumed  this  posi¬ 
tion,  though  possibly  it  may  be  no  news  to  the  Government.  I  was 
now  satisfied  that  the  Sumter  had  gone  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and,  not 
feeling  justified  by  my  orders  to  pursue  her  thither,  I  determined  to 
return  to  Hampton  Roads. 

I  accordingly  left  for  St.  Thomas,  where,  upon  my  arrival,  I  found  the 
Powhatan;  she  had  followed  the  Sumter  down  as  far  as  Marauham  and 
there  given  up  the  pursuit.  The  San  Jacinto  arrived  the  following  day, 
and  on  that  afternoon  arrived  also  an  English  brig,  who  informed  us 
that  she  had  been  boarded  by  the  Sumter  only  six  days  previous,  in 
latitude  9°,  longitude  47°,  where  he  was  apparently  cruising  to  inter¬ 
cept  vessels  to  and  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Upon  consulting  Captain 
Wilkes  we  both  decided  it  was  my  duty  to  go  again  in  pursuit  of  her. 
I  accordingly  left  that  night,  the  12th  of  October,  hoping  the  weather 
would  prove  favorable  to  allow  me  to  reach  that  longitude  and  proceed 
on  to  Maranham,  where  we  expected  she  would  return  again  to  coal. 
But  I  had  scarcely  got  through  the  islands  when  I  encountered  heavy 
weather  from  the  southeast,  and  I  soon  found  that  I  was  exhausting 
my  coals  to  but  little  purpose  against  a  heavy  head  sea,  and  deter¬ 
mined  upon  keeping  away  for  Surinam,  intending  to  coal  there  and  run 
on  down  the  coast  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  her  before  she  returned 
to  Maranham.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Paramaribo,  which  is  the  capital, 
some  20  miles  up  the  shallow  river  of  Surinam,  I  was  just  prepared  to 
receive  my  coal  when  a  French  packet  arrived,  saying  she  had  spoken 
a  French  brig  off  Cayenne  who  said  he  had  been  spoken  by  the  Sumter 
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the  day  before.  The  conjecture  was  that  she  was  bound  again  to  this 
port,  so  I  immediately  got  underway,  having  coal  enough  left  for 
perhaps  a  couple  of  days’  cruise,  and  steamed  down  the  river  over  the 
mud  flats,  which  frequently  impeded  my  progress,  expecting  that  I  might 
possibly  meet  her  in  the  river,  where  I  should  have  regretted  to  have 
been  compelled  to  attack  her  among  the  habitable  plantations  which 
cover  its  banks.  I,  however,  saw  nothing  of  her ;  went  up  to  windward 
about  100  miles,  where,  some  30  miles  up  a  river,  I  knew  the  French 
brig  to  be. 

I  communicated  with  her  by  boat;  found  she  had  been  at  Maranham 
when  the  Sumter  was  there,  and  therefore  knew  her  well;  said  she  was 
satisfied  it  was  the  Sumter  which  had  gone  to  the  westward  four  days 
ago.  I  consequently  returned  to  Paramaribo;  am  now  filling  up  my 
coal,  which  I  am  obliged  to  do  by  driblets,  getting  it  from  the  planta¬ 
tions  through  the  consul.  I  am  in  hopes  to  get  off  by  the  day  after 
tomorrow. 

The  Sumter  has  now,  in  my  judgment,  though  she  battles  all  conjec¬ 
ture,  gone  either  to  Trinidad  again  or  to  some  of  the  small  islands  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Oura§ao,  where  I  have  heard  she  has  before 
refitted. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  ship  continues  thus  far  tolerably  healthy, 
though  it  is  a  sickly  season  and  we  are  on  a  sickly  coast,  and  the  crew 
more  or  less  exhausted  by  constant  heat  and  constant  steaming,  but  if 
we  fall  in  with  the  Sumter  we  shall  be  rewarded  for  all  our  toil.  I  have 
but  a  month’s  provision  left,  and  if  not  immediately  on  the  track  of  the 
Sumter  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  abandon  the  pursuit  and  return. 

1  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Keystone  State  for  a  long  period ;  the 
consul  tells  me  that  she  left  this  for  Tobago  about  five  or  six  weeks 
ago.  The  State  Department  has  perhaps  better  and  later  information 
through  the  consuls  than  can  the  Navy  Department  [have]  through  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  E.  L.  Corning ,  esq.,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  seeking  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  depredations  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  on  coast  of  Brazil. 

New  York,  October  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  extensively  engaged  in  the  trade  hence  to  Para  and 
Maranham  (Brazil),  and  have  received  no  direct  intelligence  from  either 
of  those  ports  for  nearly  two  months  past,  owing,  as  I  supposed,  to  the 
presence  of  the  privateer  Sumter  in  their  vicinity,  preventing  the  egress 
thence  of  my  vessels  bound  to  this  port,  which  is  confirmed  by  pub¬ 
lished  reports  this  morning  from  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan.  I  beg  leave  to 
enquire  if  that  report  is  correct,  also  if  you  have  any  further  particu¬ 
lars  relating  to  her  cruise  on  that  coast.  Did  she  go  to  Para;  and  if 
so,  what  American  vessels  were  there?  Having  four  vessels  absent, 
bound  to  the  aforesaid  ports,  my  anxiety  to  hear  from  that  quarter 
must  be  my  excuse  for  troubling  you  on  the  subject.  I  hope  that  the 
Powhatan  will  return  thither  without  delay,  and  if  accompanied  by 
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two  other  steamers  they  would  give  adequate  protection  to  our  valuable 
commerce  there,  which  we  greatly  need  at  this  time. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  Corning. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington  City. 

[Endorsement.] 

Answer. — Lieutenant  Porter’s  letters,  alluded  to  in  the  extract  from 
the  Tribune,  did  not  contain  particular  allusions  to  other  vessels  than 
the  Maria ,  though  the  fact  that  others  were  spoken  was  mentioned. 
The  Powhatan  did  not  go  to  Para. 


Report  from,  commandant,  navy  yard ,  New  Yorlc ,  of  movements  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  October  30, 1861. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman  sent  by  Spofford  &  Tileston, 
whose  steamer  has  just  arrived  from  Havana,  that  Mason  and  Slidell, 
with  their  families,  arrived  there  on  the  22d  or  23d  instant  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  steamer  Gordon ,  now  called  the  Theodora ,  from  Charleston. 
That  the  captain  of  the  Theodora  (Thos.  Lockwood)  stated  he  had  run 
the  blockade  from  Charleston  twenty-seven  times.  She  is  700  tons. 

He  informed  fine]  that  the  Nashville,  1,200  tons,  and  Isabel ,  1,100,  are 
both  at  Charleston,  heavily  aimed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding,  Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Steedman ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville ,  to  search  for  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir:  You  will  report  at  once  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  and  after  so 
reporting,  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  the  West  Indies,  in  search  of 
the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  copy  of  telegram.* 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  C.  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bienville. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James 
Adger,  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Queenstown,  Ireland,  October  30,  1861. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  this  ship  left 
New  York  at  2:30  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  in  pursuit 

*  Not  found. 
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of  the  steamer  Nashville ,  haying  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  commis¬ 
sioners  from  the  Confederate  States  to  England  and  France,  on  board. 

Learning  from  the  engineers  of  the  ship,  all  of  whom  are  familiar  with 
the  Nashville  and  one  of  whom  left  her  after  she  had  been  seized  by  the 
authorities  at  Charleston,  that  the  Nashville  was  a  faster  steamer  than 
the  J ames  Adger ,  1  determined  to  take  the  shortest  course  and  if  possible 
intercept  her  at  the  entrance  of  the  English  Channel  or  off  Brest. 

Upon  starting,  the  utmost  ecouomy  was  used  in  the  consumption  of 
fuel  consistent  with  speed,  and  good  progress  was  made  until  on  the 
southern  part  of  the  Newfoundland  Bank  we  were  overtaken  by  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  gales.  On  the  22d,  just  in  the  heaviest  of  one  of  the  gales, 
the  sea  carried  away  the  circular  battens  and  sheathing  from  the  aft 
part  of  the  starboard  wheelhouse  and  started  the  port  one,  carried  away 
several  of  the  battens  from  the  guards,  and  all  the  water  closets. 
About  the  same  time  the  bulwarks  at  the  forward  part  of  the  guards 
were  partially  stove  in,  and  the  iron  ash  shute  made  useless  for  a  time. 
A  considerable  leak  also  took  place,  rendering  the  officers’  room  almost 
uninhabitable,  which  upon  examination  was  found  to  proceed  from  the 
lower  side  of  the  sheer  plank  on  both  sides,  at  the  after  guards,  a  portion 
of  which  was  reported  as  never  having  been  calked.  That  portion  of 
the  wrecked  covering  of  the  wheelhouse  saved  showed  that  the  battens 
of  the  wheelhouses  and  guards,  the  sheathing  of  the  wheelhouses  and 
bulwarks,  -were  in  a  state  of  decay  and  had  been  repeatedly  nailed. 

By  that  accident  the  ship  has  not  otherwise  been  injured,  but  the 
covering  of  the  wheelhouse  being  off,  sheets  of  water  are  flying  over 
the  quarter-deck  except  when  the  wind  is  in  a  particular  direction, 
rendering  the  loading  of  the  after  guns  almost  impossible  without 
wetting  the  powder. 

At  the  time  I  joined  the  ship,  at  the  New  York  navy  yard,  the 
authorities  reported  that  there  were  324  tons  of  coal  on  board,  to  which 
subsequently  was  added  9  tons,  making,  as  I  had  every  reason  to 
believe,  333  tons  in  the  ship  at  the  time  of  leaving  New  York,  the 
bunkers  having  been  so  artfully  stowed  as  to  preclude  entrance  to 
ascertain  if  they  were  entirely  filled;  but  on  the  25th,  just  when  900 
miles  west  of  Lands  End,  England,  I  was  startled  by  the  intelligence 
that  the  bunkers  had  not  been  entirely  filled  and  there  was  only  89 
tons  on  board,  when  there  should  have  been  153  tons,  as  the  consump¬ 
tion  had  been  only  180  tons  to  that  time. 

This  discovery  induced  me  to  vary  from  my  preconcerted  plan  and 
run  for  a  point  near  Cape  Clear,  Ireland,  that  in  the  event  of  the  fuel 
becoming  exhausted  a  supply  could  readily  be  procured  at  Queenstown, 
our  average  consumption  of  fuel  being  about  18  tons  a  day  under  lair 
steam,  whilst  the  required  quantity  for  full  steam  would  be  from  27  to 
30  tons  per  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  the  magazine  was  opened,  I  was 
further  startled  with  the  information  that  the  water  was  several  inches 
deep  on  the  floor  of  the  magazine,  occasioned  by  a  leak  in  the  leaden 
suction  pipe  for  the  forward  force  pump,  which  was  without  boxing  or 
sheathing  along  the  ceiling  of  the  magazine  when  the  latter  was 
arranged  at  the  New  York  navy  yard. 

The  powder  tanks  are  of  wood,  and,  not  sufficient  shelving  to  place 
them,  a  portion  was  stowed  on  the  floor  of  the  magazine  by  the  ord¬ 
nance  officer  of  the  yard,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  the  stowage.  Upon 
examination  it  was  found  that  nearly  all  the  latter  and  the  powder  in 
the  tanks  under  the  leak,  amounting  to  348  pounds,  was  reduced  nearly 
to  the  consistency  of  mortar,  which  was  thrown  overboard.  By  tlior- 
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oughly  wiping  and  a  plentiful  use  of  charcoal  and  chloride  of  lime,  I 
believe  the  moisture  is  removed  and  that  the  balance  of  powder  on 
board,  amounting  to  4,2064  pounds,  is  still  fit  for  use.  To  stop  the  leak 
in  the  magazine  it  became  necessary  to  turn  off  the  stopcock  to  the 
suction  pipe;  the  result  is  the  loss  of  the  forward  force  pump  in  the 
event  of  fire. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  it  was  found  that  the  bull’s  eye 
to  give  light  to  the  magazine  from  the  light  room  was  cracked  through¬ 
out  its  thickness  in  two  places,  most  probably  by  the  working  of  the 
bulkhead.  The  cracks  have  not  opened,  apparently,  and  may  answer 
until  our  return  to  the  United  States. 

Yesterday,  on  reaching  the  meridian  of  Cape  Clear  and  finding  the 
fuel  nearly  exhausted,  I  ran  for  this  place  and  arrived  at  5  o’clock  this 
morning,  after  a  passage  of  fourteen  days  and  having  but  7  tons  of 
coal  on  board. 

On  examination  of  the  newspapers,  and  consultation  with  the  U.  S. 
consul,  I  can  not  hear  that  the  Nashville  has  yet  reached  a  European 
port,  and  in  the  further  execution  of  the  discretionary  orders  given 
me,  I  will  cruise  for  a  few  days  at  the  entrance  to  the  English  Channel 
and  off  the  coast  of  Brest  (as  by  that  time,  in  all  probability,  she  will 
have  reached  some  port  in  Europe),  and  then  run  for  Southampton  to  fill 
with  coal,  to  have  some  temporary  repairs  made  to  the  wheelhouse  and 
guards,  and  during  the  interval  communicate  with  our  minister  at  London 
to  ascertain  the  character  that  the  Nashville ,  on  her  arrival  in  Europe, 
has  or  will  assume,  and  if  belligerent,  I  must  decide,  until  further  orders 
arrive  from  you,  whether  to  watch  her  or  return  to  the  United  States. 
I  most  sincerely  hope,  sir,  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  and  the  plan 
in  view  above  mentioned  will  meet  your  apiirobation. 

It  is  designed  to  take  in  75  tons  of  coal,  and  I  expect  to  leave  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  afternoon,  the  repairs  to  the  wheelhouses, 
guards,  etc.,  not  being  deemed  necessary  in  our  present  urgent  busi¬ 
ness.  The  funds  now  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  are  ample  for  the 
fuel  and  pilotage  here,  but  in  the  next  port  we  will  be  compelled  to 
draw  upon  the  Navy  Department. 

Herewith  I  send  copies  of  Flag-Officei  Du  Pout’s  instructions,  report 
of  a  survey  upon  the  magazine  and  powder,  and  the  acting  chief  engi¬ 
neer’s  report  as  to  the  amount  of  coal  on  board  at  the  time  of  our  leav¬ 
ing  New  York. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marohand, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ey  tinge, 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp ,  to  proceed  to 
sea  under  sealed  orders. 

Navy  Department,  November  l,  1861. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp ,  under  your  command, 
is  in  all  respects  ready  for  a  cruise  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  sea. 
Enclosed  herewith  are  sealed  instructions,  which  you  will  open  after  the 
Shepherd  Knapp  is  at  sea,  and  be  governed  thereby.  Transmit  to  the 
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Department  before  sailing  a.  master  roll  of  your  vessel,  and  a  separate 
list  of  her  officers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Eytinge, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  November  l,  1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  southward,  and  take  the  track  of  merchant  vessels  bound  to 
and  from  the  West  Indies,  going  as  far  eastward  as  the  Leeward 
Islands,  and  cruise  until  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  return  to  New  York 
for  stores.  You  will  not  enter  any  port  during  your  cruise  until  it 
becomes  actually  necessary.  Your  object  is  to  capture  or  destroy  the 
vessels  of  the  rebels  and  protect  legitimate  commerce  of  your  own  flag. 
In  the  examination  of  vessels  at  sea  you  will  be  careful  to  regard  the 
rights  of  neutrals.  lrou  will  exercise  your  crew  at  the  great  guns, 
and  occasionally  with  shot  and  shell.  The  U.  S.  bark  Wm.  C.  Anderson 
is  now  employed  under  similar  instructions,  and  you  will  take  care  not 
to  cruise  in  company  with  her.  Whenever  an  opportunity  presents 
itself  send  an  abstract  of  your  cruise  to  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Eytinge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp ,  New  York. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  to  proceed  to  Havana ,  Cuba, 
to  protect  commerce  and  suppress  traffic  of  the  insurgents. 

Navy  Department,  November  2,  1861. 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  means  resorted  to,  and  the  reported  increasing 
intercourse  between  the  rebel  States  and  the  island  of  Cuba,  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  imperative  necessity  that  a  war  steamer  should  be 
stationed  at  or  near  Havana  to  protect  legitimate  commerce  and  sup¬ 
press  communication  and  traffic  with  or  by  the  insurgents. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  Havana  and 
put  yourself  in  communication  with  the  consul-general,  who  will  from 
time  to  time  inform  you  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  at  that 
place  and  vicinity.  On  the  information  so  received,  and  the  advice  of 
that  officer,  with  your  own  observations  and  the  intelligence  you  may 
gather,  you  must  act,  and,  as  great  responsibility  will  devolve  on  you, 
good  judgment,  as  well  as  great  decision,  must  be  exercised.  Of  course 
it  will  be  the  object  and  study  of  the  insurgents  and  those  who  are  act¬ 
ing  in  concert  with  them  to  deceive  you  and  elude  your  vigilance,  and 
it  will  be  your  aim  to  counteract  and  defeat  them.  Sailing,  as  they  do 
at  times,  under  false  colors,  and  assuming  false  pretenses,  it  may  be 
difficult  to  always  detect  them,  and,  in  the  honest  and  faithful  discharge 
of  your  duty,  errors  may  be  committed.  When  this  is  the  case,  and  a 
wrong  shall  have  been  done,  the  amende  honorable  and  due  restitution 
will  be  made.  You  will  avoid  as  far  as  possible  giving  offense  to  the 
authorities  of  Cuba,  will  respect  the  rights  of  neutrals,  while  maintain, 
ing  our  own,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  great  object  delegated  to  yoUj 
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that  of  interrupting  and  destroying  effectually  and  entirely  all  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  rebels  and  others,  you  will  keep  vigilant  watch  on 
all  suspicious  vessels  and  seize,  without  hesitation,  such  as  are  known 
to  be  hostile,  or  which  you  have  good  grounds  for  believing  to  be  engaged, 
in  schemes  to  aid  the  insurgents  or  defeat  the  measures  and  policy  ot 
the  Government.  By  every  opportunity  you  will  report  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  direct. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles. 

Commander  Daniel  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  8.  bark  W.  C.  Anderson,  of  cruise  in  search  of  privateers  near 
Bermuda,  West  Indies. 

G.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  -Anderson, 

Lat.  26°  25'  N.,  Long.  63°  29'  W.,  November  4,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  abstract  log*  of  the  U.  S.  bark 
W.  G.  Anderson,  to  date. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  we  have  been  cruising  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  the  island  of  Bermuda  the  past  fifteen  or  sixteen  days,  but 
without  seeing  any  suspicious  vessels.  We  have  boarded  and  spoken 
several,  none  of  whom,  however,  reported  either  seeing  or  hearing  of 
any.  Being  satisfied  of  the  improbability  of  there  being  privateers  in 
the  above  neighborhood,  I  am  now  standing  to  the  southward,  with  the 
intention  of  carrying  out,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  your  further  orders, 
and  shall  hope  to  be  fortunate  enough  to  fall  in  with  some  Southern 
vessels.  The  W.  G.  Anderson  performs  well,  is  stanch  and  strong, 
and  carries  her  battery  finely.  She  is,  however,  much  in  need  of  bal¬ 
last,  and  had  she  75  tons  more  would  be  all  that  could  be  desired. 

We  had,  on  sailing,  water  for  eighty- five  days,  and  shall  therefore 
touch  at  St.  Thomas  as  early  as  December  25. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Kogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James 
Adger,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Southampton ,  England,  November  6,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  30th  ultimo,  from  Queenstown,  Ireland,  I  had  the  honor 
to  advise  you  of  this  vessel’s  arrival,  and  that  the  want  of  fuel  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  go  there.  During  that  clay  we  succeeded  in  obtaining  72 
tons  of  coal,  and  the  same  evening  put  to  sea.  For  two  and  a  half 
days,  I  ran  backward  and  forward  between  the  Scilly  Islands  and  the 
French  coast,  off  Brest,  in  search  of  the  steamer  Nashville.  In  the 
meantime  a  heavy  gale  from  the  northwest  set  in,  and  for  the  last  ten 
hours  of  that  time  the  ship  was  unmanageable  for  want  of  ballast, 
except  when  head  or  stem  to  the  wind.  When  in  any  other  position 

*  Omitted  as  uuimportant. 
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she  AYould  careen  to  such  an  extent  as  almost  to  prevent  the  wheels 
from  turning  and  bringing  a  dangerous  strain  upon  the  engine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  finding  the  gale  unabating  and 
tne  ship  unfit  for  pursuit  or  action,  for  want  of  ballast  (having  then 
fiO  tons  of  coal  on  board),  i  most  reluctantly  ran  for  the  nearest  port 
directly  to  windward  to  obtain  an  additional  quantity  of  coal  to  act  as 
ballast,  and  put  into  Falmouth  Harbor.  The  extreme  inclemency  of 
the  weather  prevented  coaling  fast,  and  after  working  throughout  the 
night,  succeeded  in  receiving  58  tons,  with  which  I  went  to  sea  at  day¬ 
light  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  with  some  hope  of  intercepting 
the  Nashville ,  as  the  London  Times  of  tlie  1st  instant  had  not  chroni¬ 
cled  her  arrival  in  a  European  port. 

From  the  time  of  leaving  Falmouth  until  towards  noon  yesterday, 
we  were  employed  in  coaling  and  cruising  at  the  entrance  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Channel  and  off  the  coast  of  France,  about  Brest,  in  vain  search¬ 
ing  for  the  Nashville  amongst  the  passing  steamers.  The  Nashville  had 
then  been,  if  at  all,  twenty-three  and  a  half  days  out  of  Charleston,  an 
unprecedented  time  for  a  fast  steamer,  whilst  the  James  Adger,  a  slower 
one,  was  only  fourteen  days  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  1  concluded  she 
must  have  made  a  European  port,  and  if  a  French  or  English  one, 
might  be  again  leaving.  1  continued  cruising  slowly  up  the  English 
Channel  for  this  place,  for  information  or  to  take  in  fuel,  have  some 
temporary  repairs  made  to  our  damaged  wheelhouses,  etc.,  and  com¬ 
municate  with  our  minister  at  London  in  relation  to  my  future  course. 

We  arrived  this  morning,  and  I  read  in  the  London  Times  of  to-day 
that,  by  the  most  recent  information  from  the  United  States,  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell,  the  Confederate  commissioners  to  England  and 
France,  had  landed  at  Cardenas,  in  Cuba;  hence  there  is  no  further 
necessity  for  this  ship  to  cruise  here  to  intercept  the  Nashville ,  and  I 
will  immediately,  in  obedience  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont’s  order,  proceed 
to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  report  to  the  flag-officer  there  for  further 
orders.  It  will  require  about  four  days  to  make  the  necessary  repairs 
to  the  engine  and  its  appendages,  and  during  that  time  can  coal  ship 
and  repair  the  wheelhouse,  etc. 

As  mentioned  in  my  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  it  will  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  draw  upon  the  Navy  Department  for  money  to  meet  these 
expenses,  and  as  in  our  hurried  departure  from  New  York  no  authority 
was  given  the  paymaster  to  draw,  I  will  direct  him  to  proceed  to  Lon¬ 
don  and  make  arrangements  with  the  Navy  agent  for  funds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marciiand, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


The  Trent  affair ,  November  8, 1861. 

Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  Confederate 
commissioners  on  board  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent,  with  enclosures. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  November  15 ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  written  to  you  relativeto  the  movements  of  this  ship  from 
Cienfuegos,  on  the  south  coast  of  Cuba. 

There  I  learned  that  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  had  landed  on  Cuba, 
and  had  reached  the  Havana  from  Charleston.  I  took  in  some  60  tons 
of  coal  and  left  with  all  dispatch  on  the  26th  October  to  intercept  the 
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return  of  the  Theodora ,  but  on  my  arrival  at  The  Havannah  on  the  31st 
I  found  she  had  departed  on  her  return,  and  that  Messrs.  Slidell  and 
Mason,  with  their  seeretaries  and  families,  were  there  and  would  depart 
on  the  7th  of  the  month  in  the  English  steamer  Trent  for  St.  Thomas, 
on  their  way  to  England. 

I  made  up  my  mind  to  fill  up  with  coal  and  leave  the  port  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  await  at  a  suitable  position  on  the  route  of  the  steamer  to 
St.  Thomas  to  intercept  her  and  take  them  out. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  I  left  The  Havannah,  in  continuation  of  my 
cruise  after  the  Sumter  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba.  The  next  day,  when 
about  to  board  a  French  brig,  she  ran  into  us  on  the  starboard  side  at 
the  main  chains  and  carried  away  her  bowsprit  and  foretopmast,  and 
suffered  other  damages.  1  inclose  you  herewith  the  reports  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  who  witnessed  the  accident.  1  do  not  feel  that  any  blame  is  due  to 
the  officer  in  charge  of  this  ship  at  the  time  the  ship  was  run  into,  and 
the  brig  was  so  close  when  it  was  seen  probable  she  would  do  so  that 
even  with  the  power  of  steam,  lying  motionless  as  we  were,  we  could  not 
avoid  it;  it  seemed  as  if  designed. 

I  at  once  took  her  in  tow,  and  put  an  officer  on  board  with  a  party  to 
repair  her  damages.  This  was  effected  before  night,  but  I  kept  her  in 
tow  till  we  were  up  with  The  Havannah  and  ran  within  about  8  miles 
of  the  light,  the  wind  blowing  directly  fair  for  her  to  reach  port. 

I  then  went  over  to  Key  West  in  hopes  of  finding  the  Powhatan  or 
some  other  steamer  to  accompany  me  to  the  Bahama  Channel,  to  make 
it  impossible  for  the  steamer  in  which  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were 
to  embark  to  escape  either  in  the  night  or  day.  The  Powhatan  had 
left  but  the  day  before,  and  I  was  therefore  disappointed  and  obliged 
to  rely  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship,  and 
proceeded  the  next  morning  to  the  north  side  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
communicated  with  Sagua  la  Grande  on  the  4th,  hoping  to  receive  a 
telegraphic  communication  from  Mr.  Sliufeldt,  our  consul-general,  giv¬ 
ing  me  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  steamer. 

In  this,  also,  I  was  disappointed,  and  ran  to  the  eastward  some  90 
miles,  where  the  old  Bahama  Channel  contracts  to  the  w  idth  of  15 
miles,  some  240  miles  from  The  Havannah,  and  in  sight  of  the  Paredon 
Grande  light-house.  There  we  cruised  until  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
awaiting  the  steamer,  believing  that  if  she  left  at  the  usual  time  she 
must  pass  us  about  noon  of  the  8th,  and  we  could  not  possibly  miss 
her.  At  11:40  a.  in.,  on  the  8tli,  her  smoke  was  first  seen ;  at  12  m.  our 
position  vTas  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  into  the  narrowest  part 
of  the  channel  and  about  9  miles  northeast  from  the  light-house  of  Par¬ 
edon  Grande,  the  nearest  point  of  Cuba  to  us. 

We  wrere  all  prepared  for  her,  beat  to  quarters,  and  orders  wTere  given 
to  Lieutenant  I).  M.  Fairfax  to  have  two  boats  manned  and  armed  to 
board  her  and  make  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland 
prisoners,  and  send  them  immediately  on  board.  (A  copy  of  this  order 
to  him  is  herewith  enclosed.) 

The  steamer  approached  and  hoisted  English  colors.  Our  ensign 
was  hoisted,  and  a  shot  was  fired  across  her  bow;  she  maintained  her 
speed  and  showed  no  disposition  to  heave  to;  then  a  shell  was  fired 
across  her  bow,  which  brought  her  to.  I  hailed  that  I  intended  to 
send  a  boat  on  board,  and  Lieutenant  Fairfax  with  the  second  cutter 
of  this  ship  was  dispatched.  He  met  with  some  difficulty,  and  remain¬ 
ing  on  board  the  steamer  with  a  part  of  the  boat’s  crew,  sent  her  back 
to  request  more  assistance.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  having  declined 
to  show  his  papers  and  passenger  list,  a  force  became  necessary  to 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION.  131 

search  her.  Lieutenant  Janies  A.  Greer  was  at  once  dispatched  in  the 
third  cutter,  also  manned  and  armed. 

Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland  were  recognized  and 
told  they  were  required  to  go  on  board  this  ship;  this  they  objected  to, 
until  an  overpowering  force  compelled  them.  Much  persuasion  was 
used  and  a  little  force,  and  at  about  2  o’clock  they  were  brought  on 
board  this  ship  and  received  by  me.  Two  other  boats  were  then  sent 
to  expedite  the  removal  of  their  baggage  and  some  stores,  when  the 
steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Trent,  was  suffered  to  proceed  on 
her  route  to  the  eastward,  and  at  3:  JO  p.  m.  we  bore  away  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  westward.  The  whole  time  employed  was  two  hours  thirteen 
minutes.  1  enclose  you  the  statements  of  such  officers  who  boarded  the 
Trent  relative  to  the  facts,  and  also  an  extract  from  the  log  book  of 
this  ship. 

It  was  my  determination  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  Trent  and 
sent  her  to  Key  West  as  a  prize,  for  resisting  the  search  and  car¬ 
rying  these  passengers,  whose  character  and  objects  were  well  known 
to  the  captain,  but  the  reduced  number  of  my  officers  and  crew,  and 
the  large  number  of  passengers  on  board  bound  to  Europe  who  would 
be  put  to  great  inconvenience,  decided  me  to  allow  them  to  proceed. 

Finding  the  families  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Eustis  on  board,  I  ten¬ 
dered  them  the  offer  of  my  cabin  for  their  accommodation  to  accom¬ 
pany  their  husbands;  this  they  declined,  however,  and  proceeded  in  the 
Trent. 

Before  closing  this  dispatch  I  would  bring  to  your  notice  the  noto¬ 
rious  action  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  subjects,  the  consul-general  of 
Cuba  and  those  on  board  the  Trent,  in  doing  everything  to  aid  and 
abet  the  escape  of  these  four  persons  and  endeavoring  to  conceal  their 
persons  on  board.  No  passports  or  papers  of  any  description  were 
in  possession  of  them  from  the  Federal  Government,  and  for  this 
and  other  reasons  which  will  readily  occur  to  you  I  made  them  my 
prisoners,  and  shall  retain  them  on  board  here  until  I  hear  from  you 
what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  them. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  all  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  performed  their 
duties,  and  the  cordial  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  my  orders. 
To  Lieutenant  Fairfax  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention 
for  the  praiseworthy  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  delicate  duties 
with  which  he  was  intrusted;  it  met  and  has  received  my  warmest 
thanks. 

After  leaving  the  north  side  or  Cuba  I  ran  through  the  Santaren 
Passage  and  up  the  coast  from  off  St.  Augustine  to  Charleston,  and 
regretted  being  too  late  to  take  a  part  in  the  expedition  to  Port  Royal. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  communication  I  received  from  Messrs.  Slidell, 
Mason,  Eustis,  and  Mcfarland,  with  my  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosure  1.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  have  the  second  and  third  cutters  of  this  ship  fully 
manned  and  armed,  and  be  in  all  respects  prepared  to  board  the 
steamer  Trent ,  now  hove  to  under  our  guns.  On  boarding  her  you  will 
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demand  the  papers  of  the  steamer,  her  clearance  from  Havana,  with 
the  list  of  passengers  and  crew.  Should  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr. 
Eustis,  and  Mr.  Macfarland  be  on  board,  you  will  make  them  prisoners 
and  send  them  on  board  this  ship  immediately,  and  take  possession  of 
her  as  a  prize.  I  do  not  deem  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  force,  that  the 
prisoners  will  have  the  good  sense  to  avoid  any  necessity  tor  using  it, 
but  if  they  should,  they  must  be  made  to  understand  that  it  is  their 
own  fault.  They  must  be  brought  on  board. 

All  trunks,  cases,  packages,  and  bags  belonging  to  them  you  will 
take  possession  of,  and  send  on  board  this  ship.  Any  dispatches 
found  on  the  persons  of  the  prisoners,  or  in  possession  of  those  on 
board  the  steamer,  will  be  taken  possession  of  also,  examined,  and 
retained  if  necessary. 

I  have  understood  that  the  families  of  these  gentlemen  may  be  with 
them ;  if  so,  I  beg  you  will  offer  some  of  them,  in  my  name,  a  passage  in 
this  ship  to  the  United  States ;  and  that  all  the  attention  and  comforts  we 
can  command  are  tendered  them,  and  will  be  placed  in  their  service.  In 
the  event  of  their  acceptance,  should  there  be  anything  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  steamer  can  spare  to  increase  the  comforts  in  the  way  of 
necessaries  or  stores  of  which  a  war  vessel  is  deficient  you  will  please 
to  procure  them.  The  amount  will  be  paid  for  by  the  paymaster. 

Lieutenant  James  A.  Greer  will  take  charge  of  the  third  cutter,  which 
accompanies  you,  and  assist  you  in  these  duties.  I  trust  that  all  those 
under  your  command,  in  executing  this  important  and  delicate  duty, 
will  conduct  themselves  with  all  the  delicacy  and  kindness  which 
becomes  the  character  of  our  naval  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Lieutenant  D.  M.  Fairfax,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Executive  Officer,  San  Jacinto. 


[Enclosure  2.] 

COPY  FROM  THE  LOO  BOOK  OF  THE  U.  S.  S.  SAN  JACINTO,  COM¬ 
MANDED  BY  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  WILKES,  IT.  S.  NAVY. 

At  Sea,  Friday ,  November  8,  1861. 

From  8  a.  in.  to  meridian ,  as  per  columns. — Lying  to  off  Paredon 
Lights.  At  10:30  a  bark  in  sight  to  the  eastward  and  a  schooner  to 
the  northward.  At  11:40  made  out  a  steamer  to  the  westward. 

From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. — Moderate  breezes  from  the  northward  and 
eastward,  and  pleasant.  At  12:55  beat  to  quarters,  hoisted  the  colors, 
and  loaded  the  guns.  At  1:05  fired  a  shot  across  the  bows  of  the 
steamer  in  sight  showing  English  colors.  At  1 :17  the  steamer  close  on 
us,  and  not  stopping,  fired  another  shot  across  her  bows,  at  which  she 
stopped.  Hailed  her,  and  at  1:20  Lieutenant  Fairfax,  in  the  second 
cutter,  with  an  armed  crew,  boarded  the  vessel.  At  1 :35  sent  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Greer  in  the  third  cutter  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Fairfax.  At  2 
lie  returned,  bringing  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland, 
and  then  returned  to  the  steamer.  Received  on  board  the  baggage  of 
the  above  gentlemen,  and  some  stores  for  their  use.  Ran  to  leeward  of 
the  steamer.  At  3 :20  she  stood  to  the  eastward.  At  3 :30  hoisted  up 
our  boats  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  westward. 

K.  R.  Breese, 

[. Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  A.J 
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U.  S.  8.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  11,  1861. 

Gentlemen  :  Yon  will  report  to  me,  in  writing,  all  the  facts  which 
transpired  under  your  observation  on  board  the  mail  steamer  Trent, 
bound  from  Havana  to  St.  Thomas,  whilst  hove  to  under  our  guns,  on 
the  8th  instant,  and  boarded  by  you  under  my  orders. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Lieutenant  D.  M.  Fairfax, 

Lieutenant  James  A.  Greer, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  Jas.  B.  Houston, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  Geo.  W.  Hall, 

Paymaster’s  Clerk  B.  G.  Simpson, 

Master’s  Mate  Chas.  B.  Dahlgren, 

Boatswain  H.  P.  Grace,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure  4.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

-  At  Sea,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir:  At  1:20  p.  m.  on  the  8th  instant  I  repaired  alongside  of  the 
British  mail  packet  in  an  armed  cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Houston, 
second  assistant  engineer,  and  Mr.  Grace,  the  boatswain. 

I  went  on  board  the  Trent  alone,  leaving  the  two  officers  in  the  boat, 
with  orders  to  await  until  it  became  necessary  to  show  some  force.  I 
was  shown  up  by  the  first  officer  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  I  met  the 
captain  and  informed  him  who  I  was,  asking  to  see  his  passenger  list. 
He  declined  letting  me  see  it.  I  then  told  him  that  I  had  information 
of  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Eustis,  and  Mr.  Macfarland  having 
taken  their  passage  at  Havana  in  the  packet  to  St.  Thomas,  and  would 
satisly  myself  whether  they  were  on  board  before  allowing  his  steamer 
to  proceed.  Mr.  Slidell,  evidently  hearing  his  name  mentioned,  came 
up  to  me  and  asked  if  I  wanted  to  see  him.  Mr.  Mason  soon  joined  us, 
and  then  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland,  when  I  made  known  the 
object  of  my  visit.  The  captain  of  the  Trent  opposed  anything  like  a 
search  of  his  vessel,  nor  would  he  consent  to  show  papers  or  passenger 
list.  The  four  gentlemen  above  mentioned  protested  also  against  my 
arresting  and  sending  them  to  the  U.  S.  steamer  near  by. 

There  was  considerable  noise  among  the  passengers  just  about  this 
time,  and  that  led  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr.  Grace  to  repair  on  board  with 
some  6  or  8  men,  all  armed.  After  several  unsuccessful  efforts  to 
persuade  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  to  go  with  me  peaceably,  I  called 
to  Mr.  Houston  and  ordered  him  to  return  to  the  ship  with  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  the  four  gentlemen  named  in  your  order  of  the  8th  instant 
were  on  board  and  force  must  be  applied  to  take  them  out  of  the 
packet. 

About  three  minutes  after  there  was  still  greater  excitement  on  the 
quarter-deck,  which  brought  Mr.  Grace  with  his  armed  party.  I,  how¬ 
ever,  deemed  the  presence  of  any  armed  men  unnecessary  and  only 
calculated  to  alarm  the  ladies  present  and  directed  Mr.  Grace  to  return 
to  the  lower  deck,  where  he  had  been  since  first  coming  on  board.  It 
must  have  been  less  than  half  an  hour  after  I  boarded  the  Trent  when 
the  second  armed  cutter,  under  Lieutenant  Greer,  came  alongside 
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(only  two  armed  boats  being'  used).  He  brought  in  the  cutter  8  marines 
and  4  machinists  in  addition  to  a  crew  of  some  12  men.  When  the 
marines  and  some  armed  men  had  been  formed  just  outside  of  the  main 
deck  cabin,  where  these  four  gentlemen  had  gone  to  pack  up  their  bag¬ 
gage,  I  renewed  my  efforts  to  induce  them  to  accompany  me  on  board. 
Still  refusing  to  accompany  me  unless  force  was  applied,  I  called  in  to 
my  assistance  four  or  five  officers,  and  first  taking  hold  of  Mr.  Mason’s 
shoulder,  with  another  officer  on  the  opposite  side,  I  went  as  far  as  the 
gangway  of  the  steamer  and  delivered  him  over  to  Lieutenant  Greer  to 
be  placed  in  the  boat. 

I  then  returned  for  Mr.  Slidell,  who  insisted  that  I  must  apply  con¬ 
siderable  force  to  get  him  to  go  with  me.  Calling  in  at  least  three  officers, 
he  also  was  taken  in  charge  and  handed  over  to  Mr.  Greer.  Mr.  Mac- 
farland  and  Mr.  Eustis,  after  protesting,  went  quietly  into  the  boat. 
They  had  been  permitted  to  collect  their  baggage,  but  were  sent  in 
advance  of  it  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Greer. 

I  gave  my  personal  attention  to  the  luggage,  saw  it  put  in  a  boat  and 
sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  the  San  Jacinto.  When  Mr.  Slidell  was 
taken  prisoner  a  great  deal  of  noise  was  made  by  some  of  the  passen¬ 
gers,  which  caused  Lieutenant  Greer  to  send  the  marines  into  the  cabin. 
They  were  immediately  ordered  to  return  to  their  former  position  out¬ 
side.  I  carried  out  my  purpose  without  using  any  force  beyond  what 
appears  in  this  report.  The  mail  agent,  who  is  a  retired  commander  in 
the  British  navy,  seemed  to  have  a  great  deal  to  say  as  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  my  course,  but  I  purposely  avoided  all  official  intercourse  with 
him.  When  I  finally  was  leaving  the  steamer  he  made  some  apology 
for  his  rude  conduct  and  expressed  personally  his  approval  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  had  carried  out  my  orders.  We  parted  company  from 
the  Trent  at  3 :20  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  Fairfax, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

[Enclosure  5.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  submit  the  following: 

On  November  8,  between  1  and  2  o’clock  p.m.,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Breese,  acting  executive  officer,  to  shove  off1  with  the  third  cut¬ 
ter,  and  to  go  alongside  of  the  English  mail  steamer,  which  was  then 
lying  to  under  our  guns.  In  the  boat  with  me  were  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  Hall,  Paymaster’s  Clerk  Simpson,  Master’s  Mate  Daklgren, 
1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  6  privates  of  marines,  4  machinists,  and  the 
crew  consisting  of  13  men,  the  whole  party  being  well  armed. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  steamer  I  was  met  on  the  guard  by  Mr.  Grace 
with  a  message  from  Lieutenant  Fairfax  (who  had  preceded  me  on 
board)  to  bring  the  marines  on  board  and  to  station  them  outside  of  the 
cabin,  which  I  did;  also  to  keep  the  spare  men  on  the  guard,  and  to 
have  the  boats’  crews  in  readiness  to  jump  on  board  if  needed. 

As  soon  as  the  marines  were  stationed  I  had  the  space  outside  and 
forward  of  the  cabin  kept  clear  of  passengers,  and  assumed  a  position 
where  I  could  see  Lieutenant  Fairfax,  who  was  then  engaged  in  con- 
yersation  with  persons  iu  the  cabin.  He  shortly  came  out,  and  told  me 
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to  remain  as  I  was.  He  then  went  back  into  the  cabin,  and  in  a  few  min¬ 
utes  returned  with  Mr.  Mason.  He  had  his  hand  on  his  shoulder,  and  I 
think  Mr.  Hall  had  his  on  the  other  one.  He  transferred  Mr.  Mason 
to  me,  and  I  had  the  third  cutter  hauled  up,  into  which  he  got.  Shortly 
after  Mr.  Macfarland  came  out  and  got  into  the  boat.  I  think  he  was 
unaccompanied  by  any  of  the  officers.  About  this  time  I  heard  a  good 
deal  of  loud  talking  in  the  cabin,  and  above  all  I  heard  a  woman’s 
voice.  I  could  not  hear  what  she  said. 

Mr.  Fairfax  appeared  to  be  having  an  altercation  with  some  one. 
There  was  much  confusion  created  by  the  passengers  and  ship’s  officers, 
who  were  making  all  kinds  of  disagreeable  and  contemptuous  noises 
and  remarks. 

Just  then  Mr.  Houston  came  to  me  and  said  he  thought  there  would 
be  trouble.  I  told  him  to  ask  Mr.  Fairfax  if  I  should  bring  the  marines. 
He  returned  with  an  answer  to  bring  them  in.  At  that  time  I  heard 
some  one  call  out,  “Shoot  him.”  I  ordered  the  marines  to  come  into 
the  cabin,  which  they  did  at  quick  time.  As  they  advanced  the  passen¬ 
gers  fell  back.  Mr.  Fairfax  then  ordered  the  marines  to  go  out  of  the 
cabin,  which  they  did,  Mr.  Slidell  at  the  same  time  jumping  out  of  a 
window  of  a  stateroom  into  the  cabin,  where  he  was  arrested  by  Mr. 
Fairfax,  and  was  then  brought  by  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Grace  to  the  boat, 
into  which  he  got.  Soon  after  Mr.  Eustis  came  to  the  boat  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  Fairfax.  I  then,  by  his  order,  took  charge  of  the  boat 
and  conveyed  the  geutlemen  arrested,  viz,  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason, 
Macfarland,  and  Eustis,  to  the  & 'an  Jacinto ,  where  I  delivered  them 
over  to  Captain  Wilkes;  this  was  about  2  o’clock.  1  then  returned  to 
the  steamer.  When  I  reached  her  the  baggage  of  the  gentlemen  was 
being  brought  up  and  sent  to  the  San  Jacinto.  Soon  after  Mr.  Fairfax 
told  me  to  send  the  marines  and  spare  hands  on  board,  which  I  did.  He 
then  left  me  in  charge  of  our  party,  and  went  on  board  the  San  Jacinto. 
About  3  o’clock  she  ran  under  the  Trent's  stern.  1  was  hailed  and 
directed  to  come  on  board,  which  I  did  with  all  excepting  Mr.  Grace, 
Mr.  Dahlgren,  and  Mr.  Hall,  who  came  in  another  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Greer, 

Lieutenant. 

Captain  C.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

P.  s. — i  desire  to  add  that  it  was  about  1.35  p.  m.  when  1  went  along¬ 
side  the  Trent.  There  were  but  two  armed  boats  used  during  the  day; 
a  third  boat,  the  crew  of  which  were  unarmed,  went  alongside  during 
the  detention.  When  I  first  went  on  board  with  the  marines,  and  at 
intervals  during  my  stay,  the  officers  of  the  steamer  made  a  great  many 
irritating  remarks  to  each  other  and  the  passengers,  which  were 
evidently  intended  for  our  benefit. 

Among  other  things  said  were,  “  Did  your  ever  hear  of  such  an  out¬ 
rage  f”  “Marines  on  board!  Why,  this  looks  devilish  like  mutiny.” 
“These  Yankees  will  have  to  pay  well  for  this.”  “  This  is  the  best  thing 
in  the  world  for  the  South,”  “  England  will  open  the  blockade.”  “We 
will  have  a  good  chance  at  them  now.”  “  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a 
piratical  act!”  “Why,  this  is  a  perfect  Bull  Run.”  “They  would  not 
have  dared  to  have  done  it  if  an  English  man-of-war  had  been  in  sight.” 
The  mail  agent  (a  man  in  the  uniform  of  a  commander  in  the  royal 
navy,  1  think)  was  very  indignant  and  talkative,  and  tried  several 
times  to  get  me  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter.  I  told  him  1  was  not 
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there  for  that  purpose.  He  was  very  bitter.  He  told  me  that  the 
English  squadron  would  raise  the  blockade  in  twenty  days  after  his 
report  of  this  outrage  (I  think  he  said  outrage)  got  home;  that  the 
Northerners  might  as  well  give  it  up  now,  etc.  Most  all  of  the  officers 
of  the  vessel  showed  an  undisguised  hatred  for  the  Northern  people 
and  a  sympathy  for  the  Confederates.  I  will  do  the  captain  of  the 
vessel  the  justice  to  say  that  he  acted  differently  from  the  rest,  being 
when  I  saw  him  very  reserved  and  dignified. 

The  officers  and  men  of  our  party  took  no  apparent  notice  of  the 
remarks  that  were  made,  and  acted  with  the  greatest  forbearance. 

Bespectfully,  Jas.  A.  Greer. 


[Enclosure  6.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  13,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  respectfully 
report  that  upon  going  alongside  of  the  English  steamer  Trent,  on  the 
7th  of  this  month,  Lieutenant  Fairfax  went  on  board,  ordering  the 
boatswain  and  myself  to  remain  in  the  boat.  A  few  minutes  after  this 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  persons  speaking  in  a  loud  and  excited 
manner  upon  the  steamer’s  upper  deck.  While  considering  its  mean¬ 
ing  the  noise  was  repeated,  which  decided  me  to  join  Lieutenant  Fair¬ 
fax  immediately  on  board.  Found  him  surrounded  by  the  officers  of 
the  ship  and  passengers,  among  whom  I  recognized  Messrs.  Slidell  and 
Eustis.  The  confusion  at  this  time  passes  description.  As  soon,  how¬ 
ever,  as  he  could  be  heard,  the  mail  agent  (who  was  a  retired  lieuten¬ 
ant  or  commander  in  the  British  navy)  protested  against  the  act  of 
removing  passengers  from  an  English  steamer. 

Lieutenant  Fairfax  requested  Mr.  Mason  to  go  quietly  to  the  San 
Jacinto,  but  that  gentleman  replied  that  he  would  u  yield  only  to  force;” 
whereupon  I  was  ordered  to  our  ship  to  report  the  presence  of  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  together  with  Mr.  Macfarland,  and  ask  that 
the  remainder  of  our  force  be  sent  to  the  Trent,  after  which  I  returned 
to  her,  and,  entering  the  cabin,  saw  Mr.  Fairfax  endeavoring  to  enter 
Mr.  Slidell’s  room,  which  was  then  prevented  in  a  measure  by  the 
excitement  which  prevailed  in  and  around  that  gentleman’s  quarters. 

The  passengers  (not  including  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis,  and 
Macfarland)  were  disposed  at  this  time  to  give  trouble;  some  of  them 
went  so  far  as  to  threaten,  and  upon  Lieutenant  Greer  being  informed 
by  me  of  this  fact,  he  ordered  the  marines  to  clear  the  passageway  of 
the  cabin,  but  as  Mr.  Slidell  had  now  come  out  of  his  stateroom  through 
the  window  where  we  could  get  to  him,  the  order  to  the  marines  was 
countermanded  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax. 

Mr.  Slidell  was  removed  to  the  boat  by  Mr.  Grace  and  myself,  and 
no  more  force  was  used  than  would  show  what  would  be  done  in  case 
of  necessity.  Mr.  Mason  was  taken  in  charge  of  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax 
and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Hall.  The  two  secretaries  walked  into 
the  boat  by  themselves. 

While  we  were  on  board  of  the  Trent  many  remarks  were  made 
reflecting  discreditably  upon  us  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  No  one  was  more  abusive  than  the  mail  agent,  who  took  pains 
at  the  same  time  to  inform  us  that  he  was  the  only  person  on  board 
officially  connected  with  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government,  who,  he 
said,  would  in  consequence  of  this  act  break  the  blockade  of  the  Southern 
United  States  ports.  Another  person,  supposed  to  be  a  passenger,  was 
so  violent  that  the  captain  ordered  him  to  be  locked  up. 

A  short  time  before  leaving  the  steamer  I  was  informed  by  one  of 
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her  crew  that  the  mail  agent  was  advising  the  captain  to  arm  the  crew 
and  passengers  of  his  ship,  which  I  immediately  communicated  to 
Lieutenant  Greer.  About  3:30  p.  m.  we  returned  to  the  San  Jacinto. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

d.  B.  Houston, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer,  IT.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes,  Commanding. 

[Enclosure  7.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  13,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  respectfully 
make  the  following  report  of  what  came  under  my  observation  on  board 
the  mail  steamer  Trent  whilst  hove  to  under  our  guns  on  the  8th  instant : 

I  boarded  the  steamer  in  the  third  cutter,  under  the  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Greer.  Immediately  on  reaching  the  steamer’s  deck  I  stationed 
4  men  (an  oiler,  assistant  oiler,  and  2  firemen),  who  accompanied  me, 
in  the  port  gangway.  I  then  went  into  the  cabin,  where  I  saw  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Fairfax  surrounded  by  a  large  number  of  passengers  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  ship.  He  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Mason,  and  endeavoring 
to  get  him  to  come  peaceably  on  board  this  ship.  Mr.  Mason  refused 
to  comply  unless  by  force.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  then  said  he  would  take 
him  by  force,  and,  taking  hold  of  Mr.  Mason’s  coat  collar,  gave  an  order, 
‘‘Gentlemen,  lay  hands  on  him.”  I  then  laid  hold  of  him  by  the  coat 
collar,  wdien  Mr.  Mason  said  he  would  yield  under  protest.  I  accom¬ 
panied  him  as  far  as  the  boat,  which  was  at  the  port  gangway. 

.Returning  to  the  cabin,  Lieutenant  Fairfax  was  at  Mr.  Slidell’s  room. 
After  a  short  time  Mr.  Slidell  came  from  his  room  through  a  side  win¬ 
dow.  He  also  refused  Lieutenant  Fairfax’s  order  to  come  on  board  this 
ship  unless  by  force.  I,  wdth  several  of  the  officers,  then  caught  hold 
and  used  sufficient  power  to  remove  him  from  the  cabin.  He  was 
accompanied  to  the  boat  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Houston  and 
Boatswain  Grace.  I  then  received  an  order  from  both  Lieutenants 
Fairfax  and  Greer  to  retain  the  boat  till  Messrs.  Eustis  and  Macfarl and 
were  found.  I  remained  in  the  gangway  till  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell, 
Eustis,  and  Macfarland  shoved  off,  Lieutenant  Greer  having  charge  of 
the  gentlemen. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  talking  during  the  wdiole 
time,  the  officers  of  the  steamer  particularly  endeavoring  to  thwart 
Lieutenant  Fairfax  in  carrying  out  his  orders.  They  also  used  very 
harsh  expressions  toward  us,  calling  us  pirates,  piratical  expedition, 
etc.,  and  threatened  to  open  our  blockade  in  a  few  wreeks.  At  one 
time  the  officers  and  a  passenger  made  a  demonstration.  At  the  moment 
the  marine  guard  came  hastily  in  the  cabin,  but  were  immediately 
ordered  back  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax. 

As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  everything  was  conducted  on  our  part 
in  a  peaceable,  quiet,  and  gentlemanly  manner,  and  most  remarkably 
so  by  Lieutenant  Fairfax,  who  certainly  had  sufficient  cause  to  resort 
to  arms.  I  remained  on  board  the  Trent  till  after  the  baggage  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  gentlemen  had  been  sent,  and  finally  returned  to  this  ship 
with  Lieutenant  Greer. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Hall, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


138 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


[Enclosure  8.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  12 ,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  liave  the  honor 
to  state  the  following:  Between  the  hours  of  1:30  and  2  p.  m.  on  Friday, 
November  S,  I  boarded  the  mail  .steamer  Trent  in  the  third  cutter,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  James  A.  Greer,  of  this  ship.  Immediately 
after  my  arrival  on  board  the  Trent  I  was  called  into  the  cabin  by 
Lieutenant  Fairfax,  who  was  endeavoring  to  persuade  Mr.  Mason  to  go 
peaceably  on  board  the  San  Jacinto ,  which  he  obstinately  refused  to 
do,  and  said  he  would  only  go  by  force.  Lieutenant  Fairfax  then  said, 
“  Gentlemen  (addressing  the  officers  of  this  ship  then  present,  Mr. 
Geo.  W.  Hall,  third  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  H.  P.  Grace,  boatswain, 
and  myself),  lay  your  hands  on  Mr.  Mason,”  which  we  accordingly  did. 
Mr.  Mason  then  said,  “  I  yield  to  force,”  or  words  to  that  effect,  when 
a  gentleman  alongside  in  uniform,  apparently  an  officer  of  the  Trent , 
said,  u  Under  protest.”  Mr.  Mason  then  said,  “  1  yield  to  force  under 
protest  and  will  go.”  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  on  board 
during  this  time,  and  the  officers  and  passengers  of  the  steamer  were 
addressing  us  by  numerous  opprobrious  epithets,  such  as  calling  us 
pirates,  villains,  traitors,  etc.  The  above  occurred  on  the  port  side  of 
the  cabin.  Immediately  after  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  James  A. 
Greer  to  take  charge  on  the  starboard  side,  as  some  of  our  boats  were 
coming  alongside  to  take  the  personal  effects  of  the  prisoners.  I 
remained  there  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant 
James  A.  Greer  to  return  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  in  charge  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  prisoners’  baggage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JRobert  G.  Simpson, 

Paymaster' s  Cleric. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

[Enclosure  9.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  12 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  hereby  state  that  I  was  one  of 
those  who  boarded  the  Trent,  mail  packet.  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Macfarland, 
and  Eustis  stepped  quietly  into  the  boats,  and  were  removed  to  the 
San  Jacinto.  Mr.  Slidell,  however,  on  a  Hat  refusal  to  leave  the  ship 
in  any  other  manner,  was,  by  a  gentle  application  of  force,  placed  in 
the  boat  and  removed. 

Everything  was  conducted  in  an  orderly,  gentlemanly  maimer,  as  far 
as  it  came  under  my  observation. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  B.  Dahlgren, 

\Master}s  Mate.] 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes. 


[Enclosure  10.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  12,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

On  the  8th  instant,  about  1 : 30  p.  m.,  1  was  ordered  to  accompany 
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Lieutenant  D.  M.  Fairfax  in  the  second  cutter  to  board  the  mail 
steamer  Trent ,  then  hove  to  under  the  guns  of  the  San  Jacinto.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fairfax  ordered  Mr.  Houston  and  myself  to  remain  in  the  boat 
while  he  went  on  board.  A  few  minutes  after  Mr.  Fairfax  boarded 
her  we  heard  some  loud  talking  on  deck,  and  Mr.  Houston  went  on 
board  to  see  if  Mr.  Fairfax  needed  assistance.  He  shortly  returned 
and  delivered  Lieutenant  Fairfax’s  order  that  I  should  come  on  board 
with  the  crew.  1  came  on  board,  found  Mr.  Fairfax  surrounded  by 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  reported  to  him.  He  ordered  me  to  remain 
in  the  gangway  with  the  men.  He  was  talking  at  the  time  to  Mr. 
Mason,  persuading  him  to  come  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  without  fur¬ 
ther  force  being  used.  Soon  after  another  boat  came  alongside  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Jas.  A.  Greer.  Fie  went  in  the  cabin;  soon 
afterward  Lieutenant  Fairfax  ordered  me  to  wait  on  Mr.  Slidell  to  the 
boat.  At  this  order  some  of  the  passengers  began  to  shout,  and  the 
marines  rushed  in  the  cabin,  but  Lieutenant  Fairfax  ordered  them 
back  to  the  gangway. 

I  saw  Mr.  Slidell  in  the  second  cutter.  Messrs.  Mason,  Eustis,  and 
Macfarland  were  in  the  boat.  Mr.  Greer  returned  with  those  gentle¬ 
men  to  the  San  Jacinto ,  and  I  was  charged  to  bring  the  baggage  and 
effects  of  the  gentlemen  on  board  the  San  Jacinto ,  which  I  did,  and 
reported  my  return  to  Lieutenant  Breese.  All  the  officers  of  this 
ship  that  boarded  her  have  been  grossly  abused  by  the  officers  and 
passengers  of  the  mail  steamer. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

FI.  P.  Grace, 
Boatsivain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


[Enclosure  11.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  We  desire  to  communicate  to  you  by  this  memorandum  the  facts 
attending  our  arrest  yesterday  on  board  the  British  mail  steamer  Trent , 
by  your  order,  and  our  transfer  to  this  ship. 

We,  the  undersigned,  embarked  at  Havana  on  the  7tli  instant  as 
passengers  on  board  the  Trent ,  Captain  Moir,  bound  to  the  island  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  Trent  being  one  of  the  regular  mail  and  passenger 
line  of  the  British  Boyal  Steamship  Company  running  from  Vera  Cruz 
via  Havana  to  St,  Thomas  and  thence  to  Southampton,  England.  We 
paid  our  passage  money  for  the  whole  route  from  Havana  to  Southamp¬ 
ton  to  the  British  consul  at  Havana,  who  acts  as  the  agent  or  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  said  steamship  company,  Mr.  Slidell  being  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  four  children,  and  a  servant, 
and  Mr.  Eustis  by  his  wife  and  servants. 

The  Trent  left  the  port  of  Havana  about  8  o’clock  a.  m.  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  7tli  instant,  and  pursued  her  voyage  uninterruptedly  until 
intercepted  by  the  II.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  under  your  command,  on  the 
day  following  (the  8th  instant),  in  the  manner  now  to  berelaFed. 

When  the  San  Jacinto  was  first  observed,  several  miles  distant,  the 
Trent  was  pursuing  the  usual  course  of  her  voyage  along  the  Old 
Bahama  or  Nicholas  Channel;  was  about  240  miles  from  Havana,  and 
in  sight  of  the  light  house  of  Paredon  Grande,  the  San  Jacinto  then 
lying  stationary,  or  nearly  so,  about  the  middle  of  the  channel,  and 
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where  it  was  some  15  miles  wide,  as  since  shown  us  on  the  chart,  the 
nationality  of  the  ship  being  then  unknown.  _  , 

When  the  Trent  had  approached  near  enough  for  her  flag  to  be  distin¬ 
guished,  it  was  hoisted  at  the  peak  and  at  the  main,  and  so  remained 
for  a  time.  No  flag  was  shown  by  the  San  Jacinto.  W  hen  the  Trent 
had  approached  within  a  mile  of  the  San  Jacinto ,  still  pursuing  the 
due  course  of  her  voyage,  a  shotted  gun  was  fired  from  the  latter  ship 
across  the  course  of  the  Trent,  and  the  United  States  flag  at  the  sametime 
displayed  at  the  peak.  The  British  flag  was  again  immediately  hoisted 
as  before,  by  the  Trent ,  and  so  remained.  When  the  Trent  had 
approached,  .still  on  her  course,  within  from  200  to  300  yards  of  the 
San  Jacinto,  a  second  shotted  gun  was  fired  from  your  ship  again  across 
the  course  of  the  Trent.  When  the  Trent  got  within  hailing  distance, 
her  captain  inquired  what  was  wanted.  The  reply  was  understood  to 
be  they  would  send  a  boat,  both  ships  being  then  stationary,  with 
steam  shut  off.  A  boat  very  soon  put  off'  from  your  ship,  followed  imme¬ 
diately  by  two  other  boats,  with  full  crews,  and  armed,  with  muskets 
and  side  arms. 

A  lieutenant  in  the  naval  uniform  of  the  United  States  and  with  side 
arms  boarded  the  Trent ,  and  in  the  presence  of  most  of  the  passengers, 
then  assembled  on  the  upper  deck,  said  to  Captain  Moir  that  he  came 
with  orders  to  demand  his  passenger  list.  The  captain  refused  to  pro¬ 
duce  it,  and  formally  protested  against  any  right  to  visit  his  ship  for 
the  purpose  indicated.  After  some  conversation  importing  renewed 
protests  on  the  part  of  the  captain  against  the  alleged  object  of  the 
visit,  and  on  the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  San  Jacinto,  that  he  had  only 
to  execute  his  orders,  the  latter  said  that  two  gentlemen,  naming  Mr. 
Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  were  known  to  be  on  board,  as  also  two  other 
gentlemen,  naming  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland,  and  that  his  orders 
were  to  take  and  carry  them  on  board  the  San  Jacinto.  It  should  have 
been  noted  that  on  first  addressing  the  captain  the  officer  announced 
himself  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto.  The  four  gentlemen 
thus  named  being  present,  the  lieutenant  addressed  Mr.  Slidell,  and 
afterward  Mr.  Mason,  repeating  that  his  orders  were  to  take  them, 
together  with  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland,  and  carry  them  on  board 
his  ship,  which  orders  he  must  execute.  Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  in 
reply,  protested  in  the  presence  of  the  captain  of  the  Trent,  his  officers 
and  passengers,  against  such  threatened  violation  of  their  persons  and 
of  their  rights,  and  informed  the  lieutenant  that  they  would  not  leave 
the  ship  they  were  in  unless  compelled  by  the  employment  of  actual 
force  greater  than  they  could  resist,  and  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfarland 
united  with  them  in  expressing  a  like  purpose.  That  officer  stated 
that  he  hoped  he  would  not  be  compelled  to  resort  to  the  use  of  force, 
but  if  it  became  necessary  to  employ  it  in  order  to  execute  his  orders 
he  was  prepared  to  do  so.  He  was  answered  by  the  undersigned  that 
they  would  submit  to  such  force  alone.  The  lieutenant  then  went  to 
the  gangway,  where  his  boats  were,  the  undersigned  going  at  the  same 
time  to  their  staterooms  on  the  deck  next  below,  followed  by  Captain 
Moir  and  by  the  other  passengers. 

The  lieutenant  returned  with  a  party  of  his  men,  a  portion  of  whom 
were  armed  with  side  arms,  and  others  appearing  to  be  a  squad  of 
marines  having  muskets  and  bayonets.  Mr.  Slidell  was  at  this  time  in 
his  stateroom,  immediately  by  and  in  full  view.  The  lieutenant  then 
said  to  Mr.  Mason  that  having  his  force  now  present  he  hoped  to  be 
relieved  from  the  necessity  of  calling  it  into  actual  use.  That  gentle¬ 
man  again  answered  that  he  would  only  submit  to  actual  force  greater 
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than  he  could  overcome,  when  the  lieutenant  and  several  of  his  men,  by 
his  order,  took  hold  of  him  in  a  manner  and  in  numbers  sufficient  to 
make  resistance  fruitless,  and  Mr.  Slidell  joining  the  group  at  the  same 
time,  one  or  more  of  the  armed  party  took  like  hold  of  him,  and  these 
gentlemen  at  once  went  into  the  boat. 

During  this  scene  many  of  the  passengers  became  highly  excited  and 
gave  vent  to  the  strongest  expressions  of  indignation,  seeming  to  indi¬ 
cate  a  purpose  of  resistance  on  their  part,  when  the  squad,  armed  with 
muskets,  with  bayonets  fixed,  made  a  sensible  advance  of  one  or  two 
paces,  with  their  arms  at  a  charge.  It  must  be  added  here,  omitted  in 
the  course  of  the  narrative,  that  before  the  party  left  the  upper  deck 
an  officer  of  the  Trent ,  named  Williams,  in  the  naval  uniform  of  Great 
Britain,  and  known  to  the  passengers  as  having  charge  of  the  mails 
and  accompanying  them  to  England,  said  to  the  lieutenant  that,  as  the 
only  person  present  directly  representing  his  Government,  he  felt  called 
upon,  in  language  as  strong  and  as  emphatic  as  he  could  express,  to 
denounce  the  whole  proceeding  as  a  piratical  act. 

Mr.  Slidell  and  Mr.  Mason,  together  with  Mr.  Eustis  and  Mr.  Macfar- 
land,  against  whom  force  had  in  like  manner  been  used,  were  taken  to 
the  San  Jacinto  as  soon  as  they  entered  the  boat.  When  they  reached 
your  ship  you  received  them  near  the  gangway,  announcing  yourself 
as  Captain  Wilkes,  the  commander  of  the  ship,  and  conducted  them 
to  your  cabin,  which  you  placed  at  their  disposal. 

When  the  undersigned  came  on  board  they  found  the  men  at  their 
quarters  and  the  guns  bearing  on  the  Trent.  After  some  time  occupied 
in  bringing  on  board  our  luggage  and  effects,  the  SanJacin to  proceeded 
to  the  northward,  through  the  Santaren  Channel,  the  Trent  having 
been  detained  from  three  to  four  hours. 

The  foregoing  is  believed  to  be  a  correct  narrative  in  substance  of 
the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  our  arrest  and  transfer  from  the 
British  mail  steamer  to  the  ship  under  your  command,  and  which  we 
doubt  not  will  be  corroborated  by  the  lieutenant  present,  as  well  as  by 
all  who  witnessed  them. 

The  incidents  here  given  in  detail  may  not  have  been  witnessed  by 
each  one  of  the  undersigned  individually,  but  they  were  by  one  or  more 
of  them.  As  for  the  most  part  they  did  not  pass  under  your  notice, 
we  have  deemed  it  proper  to  present  them  in  this  form  before  you, 
expressing  the  wish  that  if  considered  incorrect  in  any  part  the  inac¬ 
curacies  may  be  pointed  out. 

With  a  respectful  request  that  you  will  transmit  a  copy  of  this  paper 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  together  with  your  report  of 
the  transaction,  to  facilitate  which  a  copy  is  herewith  inclosed, 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servants, 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

George  Eustis. 

J.  E.  Macfarland. 

Gap  tain  [Charles]  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  San  Jacinto. 


[Enclosure  12.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  13,  1861. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  dated  the  9th  instant  was  handed  to  me 
yesterday.  I  shall  transmit  it,  agreeably  to  your  request,  to  the  honor- 
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able  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with  my  report  of  the  transaction  to  which, 
it  l’cltrs 

In  reply  to  your  wi.sh  to  have  any  inaccuracies  it  may  contain  pointed 
out,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  the  facts  differ  materially  in  respect 
to  the  time  and  circumstances.  The  facts  in  my  possession  are  derived, 
first,  from  the  log  book  (the  official  record  of  the  ship) ;  and  second, 
from  the  reports,  in  writiug,  of  all  the  officers  who  visited  the  Trent , 
all  which  will  form  a  part  of  my  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 
Captain ,  Commanding  San  Jacinto. 

Messrs.  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason,  George  Eustis,  J.  E. 

Macfarland. 

[Enclosure  13.] 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  Before  leaving  your  ship  we  think  it  proper  that  we  should 
state  that  since  we  have  been  on  board  of  her  we  have  uniformly  been 
treated  with  great  courtesy  and  attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

J.  E.  Macfarland. 
George  Eustis. 

Captain  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  flagship  Minnesota,  of 
arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Hoads ,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  San  Jacinto ,  Captain  Wilkes,  has  just  arrived  (2  p.  m.)  from 
the  Bahama  Channel.  She  put  in  here  for  coal  in  order  to  get  to  New 
York.  She  has  on  board  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland, 
all  of  whom  she  took  out  of  the  English  steamer  Trent  on  the  Sth  instant. 
The  moment  she  gets  through  with  taking  on  board  100  tons  of  coal  she 
will  start  for  New  York. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  T>.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  of  arrival  at  Hampton 

Roads. 


IJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 
Hampton  Hoads,  November  15, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  reach  New  York,  my  coal  being 
exhausted;  I  have  but  one-half  day’s  supply  remaining  on  board.  I 
shall  obtain  sufficient  in  a  few  hours  to  proceed  forthwith  to  my  desti- 
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nation,  New  York,  where  I  hope  to  receive  your  instructions  relative 
to  the  Confederate  prisoners  I  have  on  hoard,  and  this  ship. 

I  have  determined  to  send  Commander  A.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  who 
is  a  passenger  in  this  ship  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  Washington  by 
the  boat  as  bearer  of  dispatches,  and  have  given  him  orders  to  report 
to  you  in  person.  He  will  be  able  to  answer  you  all  and  every  ques¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  subject  of  my  dispatch,  of  which  he  is  the  bearer, 

Believing  that  the  Department  has  entertained  doubts  of  the  loyalty 
of  Commander  Taylor,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  my 
intercourse  with  him  has  fully  satisfied  me  that  no  one  is  more  loyal  to 
the  Union  in  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  of  the  legal  aspect  of 

the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea ,  November  16,  1861. 

Sir:  In  my  dispatch  by  Commander  Taylor  I  confined  myself  to  the 
reports  of  tbe  movements  of  this  ship  and  the  facts  connected  with  the 
capture  of  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Eustis,  and  Macfarland,  as  I  intended 
to  write  you  particularly  relative  to  the  reasons  which  induced  my 
action  in  making  these  prisoners. 

When  I  heard  at  Cienfuegos,  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  of  these 
commissioners  having  landed  on  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  that  they  were 
at  The  Havannah,  and  would  depart  in  the  English  steamer  of  the  7th 
November,  I  determined  to  intercept  them,  and  carefully  examined  all 
the  authorities  on  international  law  to  Avhich  I  had  access,  viz,  Kent, 
Wheaton,  Yattel,  besides  various  decisions  of  Sir  William  Scott  and 
other  judges  of  the  admiralty  court  of  Great  Britain,  which  bore  upon 
the  rights  of  neutrals  and  their  responsibilities. 

The  governments  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain  having  issued 
proclamations  that  the  Confederate  States  were  viewed,  considered, 
and  treated  as  belligerents,  and  knowing  that  the  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland  in  the  West  Indies  were  open  to  their 
vessels,  and  that  they  were  admitted  to  all  the  courtesies  and  protec¬ 
tion  vessels  of  the  United  States  received,  every  aid  and  attention 
being  given  them,  proved  clearly  that  they  acted  upon  this  view  and 
decision,  and  brought  them  within  the  international  law  of  search  and 
under  the  responsibilities.  I  therefore  felt  no  hesitation  in  boarding 
and  searching  all  vessels  of  whatever  nation  I  fell  in  with,  and  have 
done  so. 

The  question  arose  in  my  mind  whether  I  had  the  right  to  capture 
the  persons  of  these  commissioners,  whether  they  were  amenable  to 
capture.  There  was  no  doubt  I  had  the  right  to  capture  vessels  with 
written  dispatches;  they  are  expressly  referred  to  in  all  authorities, 
subjecting  the  vessel  to  seizure  and  condemnation  if  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  had  the  knowedge  of  their  being  on  board,  but  these  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  not  dispatches  in  the  literal  sense,  and  did  not  seem  to 
come  under  that  designation,  and  nowhere  could  I  find  a  case  in  point. 
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That  they  were  commissioners,  I  had  ample  proof  from  their  own  avowal, 
and  bent  on  mischievous  and  traitorous  errands  against  our  country, 
to  overthrow  its  institutions  and  enter  into  treaties  and  alliances  with 
foreign  states,  expressly  forbidden  by  the  Constitution.  They  had  been 
presented  to  the  captain-general  of  Cuba  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
consul  -general,  but  the  captain -general  told  me  that  he  had  not  received 
them  in  that  capacity,  but  as  distinguished  gentlemen  and  strangers. 

I  then  considered  them  as  the  embodiment  of  dispatches,  and  as 
they  had  openly  declared  themselves  as  charged  with  all  authority  from 
the  Confederate  Government  to  form  treaties  and  alliances  tending  to 
the  establishment  of  their  independence,  1  became  satisfied  that  their 
mission  was  adverse  and  criminal  to  the  Union,  and  it  therefore  became 
my  duty  to  arrest  their  progress  and  capture  them,  if  they  had  no 
passports  or  papers  from  the  Federal  Government,  as  provided  for 
under  the  law  of  nations,  viz,  that  foreign  ministers  of  a  belligerent 
on  board  of  neutral  ships  are  required  to  possess  papers  from  the  other 
belligerent  to  permit  them  to  pass  free. 

Report  and  their  assumption  gave  them  the  title  of  ministers  to 
France  and  England,  but  inasmuch  as  they  had  not  been  received  by 
either  of  these  powers  1  did  not  conceive  they  had  any  immunity 
attached  to  their  persons,  and  were  but  escaped  conspirators,  plotting 
and  contriving  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  were  therefore  not  to  be  considered  as  having  any  claim  to  the 
immunities  attached  to  the  character  they  thought  fit  to  assume.  As 
respects  the  steamer  in  which  they  embarked,  I  ascertained  in  The 
Havannah  that  she  was  a  merchant  vessel  plying  between  Vera  Cruz, 
The  Havannah,  and  St.  Thomas,  carrying  the  mail  by  contract. 

The  agent  of  the  vessel,  the  son  of  the  British  consul  at  Havana,  was 
well  aware  of  the  character  of  these  persons;  that  they  engaged  their 
passage  and  did  embark  in  the  vessel;  his  father  had  visited  and 
introduced  them  as  ministers  of  the  Confederate  States  on  their  way  to 
England  and  France.  They  went  in  the  steamer  with  the  knowledge 
and  by  the  consent  of  the  captain,  who  endeavored  afterw  ards  to  conceal 
them  by  refusing  to  exhibit  the  passenger  list  and  the  papers  of  the 
vessel.  There  can  be  no  doubt  he  knew  they  were  carrying  highly 
important  dispatches  and  were  endowed  with  instructions  inimical  to 
the  United  States;  this  rendered  liis  vessel  (a  neutral)  a  good  prize, 
and  I  determined  to  take  possession  of  her,  and,  as  I  mentioned  in  my 
report,  send  her  to  Key  West  for  adjudication,  where  I  am  well  satis¬ 
fied  she  would  have  been  condemned  for  carrying  these  persons,  and 
for  resisting  to  be  searched;  the  cargo  also  was  liable,  as  all  the  ship¬ 
pers  were  knowing  to  the  embarkation  of  these  live  dispatches,  and 
their  traitorous  motives  and  actions  to  the  Union  of  the  United  States. 

1  forbore  to  seize  her,  however,  in  consequence  of  my  being  so  reduced 
in  officers  and  crew  and  the  derangement  it  would  cause  innocent  per¬ 
sons,  there  being  a  large  number  of  passengers  who  would  have  been 
put  to  great  loss  and  inconvenience  as  well  as  disappointment  from  the 
interruption  it  would  have  caused  them  in  not  being  able  to  join  the 
steamer  from  St.  Thomas  to  Europe.  1  therefore  concluded  to  sacrifice 
the  interests  of  my  officers  and  crew  in  the  prize,  and  suffered  the 
steamer  to  proceed,  after  the  necessary  detention  to  effect  the  transfer 
of  these  commissioners,  considering  I  had  obtained  the  important  end 
I  had  in  view,  and  which  affected  the  interests  of  our  country  and 
interrupted  the  action  of  that  of  the  Confederates. 

1  would  add  that  the  conduct  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  subjects,  both 
official  and  others,  showed  but  little  regard  or  obedience  to  her  procla- 
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mation,  by  aiding  and  abetting  the  views  and  endeavoring  to  conceal 
the  persons  of  these  commissioners. 

1  have  pointed  out  sufficient  reasons  to  show  you  that  my  actions  in 
this  case  were  derived  from  a  firm  conviction  that  it  became  my  duty 
to  make  these  parties  prisoners  and  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States. 

Although  in  my  giving  up  this  valuable  prize,  I  have  deprived  the 
officers  and  crew  of  a  well  earned  reward,  1  am  assured  that  they  are 
quite  content  to  forego  any  advantages  which  might  have  accrued  to 
to  them  under  the  circumstances.  I  may  add  that,  having  assumed  the 
responsibility,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  result. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

ISTavy  Department,  November  16,  1861. 
You  will  send  the  San  Jacinto  immediately  to  Boston  and  direct 
Captain  Wilkes  to  deliver  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren.  Let  their 
baggage  be  strictly  guarded  and  delivered  to  the  colonel  at  Fort  War¬ 
ren  for  examination.  The  San  Jacinto  will  be  paid  off  at  Boston. 
Send  amount  of  money  required.  Answer  per  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  of  arrival  at 

Newport,  R.  I. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 
Neicport,  R.  I.,  November  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  intended  to  send  you  the  enclosed  dispatch  from  New  York; 
but  on  my  arrival  in  the  narrows  I  was  boarded  by  a  steam  tug  with 
Marshal  Murray  and  his  deputy  on  board.  As  soon  as  they  came  on 
board  and  handed  me  your  and  Mr.  Seward’s  dispatch,  I  headed  the 
ship  for  Boston. 

.  Adverse  winds  and  want  of  coal  compelled  me  to  put  in  this  port, 
and  shall  leave  as  soon  as  I  have  taken  in  sufficient  coal  to  carry  me  to 
Boston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  November  21, 1801,  from  Newport  R.  I.) 

I  have  been  obliged  to  put  in  here  for  coal,  being  unable  to  reach 
Boston,  owing  to  the  severe  winds  we  encountered.  I  shall  coal  the 
earliest  moment  for  my  destination.  I  forward  you  the  contents  of  a 
123a - 10 
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note  received  from  the  prisoners  on  board  my  ship,  at  their  request, 
and  ask  for  an  early  reply  to  its  contents.  It  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Sir:  You  have  informed  us,  in  consequence  of  adverse  winds  and  a  short  supply 
of  coal,  it  is  your  intention  to  put  into  Newport,  R.  I.  We  have  seen  in  the  news¬ 
papers  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  decided  that  we  shall  be 
placed  in  custody  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Warren,  in  Boston  harbor. 
The  voyage  from  Newport  to  Boston  by  sea  at  this  season  of  the  year  will  probably 
be  tempestuous  and  disagreeable;  still,  we  should,  with  the  exception  of  one  of  the 
signers  of  this  letter,  who  is  much  indisposed,  prefer  that  mode  of  conveyance  to 
Fort  Warren  to  that  by  land.  Still,  we  would  much  prefer  to  be  placed  in  custody 
at  Newport,  on  account  of  comparative  mildness  of  climate  and  the  delicate  health 
of  the  undersigned,  and  we  are  willing  to  pledge  ourselves  not  to  make  any  attempt 
to  escape  nor  to  communicate  with  any  person  while  there  unless  permitted  so  to  do. 
We  will  esteem  it  a  favor  if  you  will  by  telegraph  make  our  wishes  known  to  your 
Government. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  Slidell. 

J.  M.  Mason. 

J.  E.  Macfarland. 
George  Eustis. 

I  have  forwarded  you  a  dispatch  relative  to  my  reasons  for  making 
the  capture  of  these  commissioners  by  this  day’s  mail. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  21 , 1861. 
The  Government  has  prepared  no  place  for  confinement  of  prisoners 
at  Newport.  The  Department  can  not  change  the  destination  of  the 
prisoners. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  Newport ,  B.  I. 


Instructions  from  commandant  navy  yard,  Boston,  to  Colonel  Justin  Dimick,  U.  S.  Army  com 
mandmg  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  with  enclosed  order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Yard,  Boston,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  to  Captain  Wilkes,  con 
taming  a  telegram  just  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Secretary,  I  have  to 
request  you  will  cause  the  letter  to  be  handed  Captain  Wilkes  before 
he  shall  perrnii  a  passenger  or  prisoner  to  land  at  the  fort  under  your 
command.  Be  pleased  to  peruse  the  letter  before  sealing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Colonel  Justin  Dimick, 
Commanding  Fort 


W.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Warren ,  Boston ,  Mass. 
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Navy  Yard,  Boston,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  action  copy  of  telegram  just  received  from 
the  Navy  Department.  Be  pleased  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Department  to  the  fullest  extent  in  your  power : 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  22,  1861. 

Direct  Captain  Wilkes,  immediately  on  Iris  arrival,  to  have  the  effects  of  the  rebel 
commissioners  on  hoard  the  San  Jacinto  thoroughly  examined,  and  whatever  papers 
may  be  found  to  send  them  by  special  messenger  to  the  Department.  Answer  per 
telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

Captain  Wm.  L.  Hudson, 

Navy  Yard. 

I  have  informed  the  Department  of  the  receipt  of  its  telegram. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Captain  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  Steamer  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  of  delivery  of  Messrs. 

Mason  and  Slidell  to  authorities  at  Fort  Warren. 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

Boston ,  November  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Newportin  this  ship  at  11 : 30 
p.  m.  on  the  21st  instant  en  route  for  Boston,  but  on  the  next  morning  I 
was  obliged  to  put  into  Holmes’  Hole  on  account  of  the  intense  fog.  We 
arrived  off  Boston  light  last  evening,  and  anchored  there,  the  night 
being  very  dark  and  a  severe  storm  ahead. 

I  delivered  the  Confederate  commissioners  this  morning  to  Colonel 
Dimick,  commanding  U.  S.  detachment  at  Fort  Warren,  from  whom  I 
obtained  a  receipt.  So  soon  as  the  prisoners  were  landed  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  Boston,  and  at  2  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  navy  yard. 

I  have  telegraphed  you  through  Captain  Hudson  the  amount  of  money 
required  to  pay  off  the  crew,  and  shall  await  your  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  November  27,  1861,  from  Boston.) 

Captain  Wilkes  informs  me  that  the  baggage  of  the  rebel  commis¬ 
sioners  was  not  examined  by  him,  they  being  under  the  control  of  the 
marshal.  My  letter  by  the  mail  of  this  evening  shows  my  action  in 
relation  [tol  your  first  telegram  on  this  subject. 

L  W.  L.  Hudson. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  commandant  of  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  relative  to  examination  of  Confederate 
commissioners’  effects  on  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto. 

Navy-Yard,  Boston ,  November  26,  186] . 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  telegram  relative  to  the 
examination  of  the  effects  of  the  rebel  commissioners  was  received  at 
5  p.  m.  on  the  22d  instant.  At  G  p.  m.  I  dispatched  it,  under  charge  of 
an  officer,  in  a  tug,  for  Fort  Warren.  It  was  handed  to  Colonel  Dimick, 
as  per  the  enclosed  copies  of  my  letters  on  the  subject.  The  San 
Jacinto  arrived  twenty-four  hours  subsequently  at  Fort  Warren,  thus 
giving  ample  time  for  the  fulfillment  of  your  telegram. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  on  the  capture  and  delivery  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

Navy  Department,  November  30, 1861. 

Sir:  I  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival,  and  especially  do  I 
congratulate  you  on  the  great  public  service  you  have  rendered  in 
the  capture  of  the  rebel  emissaries.  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  have 
been  conspicuous  in  the  conspiracy  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  when  seized  by  you  they  were  on  a  mission  hostile  to  the 
Government  and  the  country.  Your  conduct  in  seizing  these  public 
enemies  was  marked  by  intelligence,  ability,  decision,  and  firmness,  and 
has  the  emphatic  approval  of  this  Department.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
I  should  in  this  communication,  which  is  intended  to  be  one  of  con 
gratulation  to  yourself,  officers,  and  crew,  express  an  opinion  on  the 
course  pursued  in  omitting  to  capture  the  vessel  which  had  these  pub¬ 
lic  enemies  on  board,  further  than  to  say  that  the  forbearance  exercised 
in  this  instance  must  not  be  permitted  to  constitute  a  precedent  here¬ 
after  for  infractions  of  neutral  obligations. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[. Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Captain  Chas.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  Boston. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  Confederate  commissioner  to  England,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  Confederate  States,  setting  forth  a  plan  for  passing  the  blockade  of  Charleston, 

Charleston,  October  5,  1861 . 

Dear  Sir:  It  seems  due  to  ourselves  and  to  the  occasion  that  you 
should  be  informed  fully  of  the  causes  of  delay,  with  the  difficulties 
attending  our  expected  departure  from  this  port.  The  confidence  of 
success  expressed  by  those  in  charge  of  the  subject  when  we  left 
Richmond  seems  to  have  been  based  on  the  state'  of  facts  then  and 
perhaps  for  sometime  previously  existing,  in  regard  to  the  blockade. 
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There  had  been,  it  appears,  but  two  ships  off  the  harbor,  generally  a 
steam  frigate  and  sloop  of  war,  and  the  expectation  was  that  going  out 
at  night,  through  the  main  channel,  we  might  elude  observation,  or,  if 
disappointed  in  that,  could  escape  through  the  speed  of  our  ship.  For 
a  day  or  two  after  our  arrival  the  tide  did  not  serve  for  departure  at 
night;  then  there  came  strong  winds  at  night,  which,  although  they 
drove  the  squadron  out  to  sea  by  reason  of  the  surf  created  on  the  bar, 
prevented  our  passing  over  it.  Before  this  obstacle  ceased  the  squad¬ 
ron  reappeared  with  the  addition  of  another  steamer,  a  clipper-built 
propeller,  and  from  her  trim  and  appearance  apparently  a  fast  ship.  It 
was  then  projected  to  make  the  attempt  through  the  Maffitt’s  Channel, 
though  without  the  full  sanction  of  the  pilots,  and  this,  I  believe,  we 
should  have  attempted  but  for  the  appearance  at  that  time  of  another 
steam  frigate,  thus  making  the  squadron  to  consist  of  three  steamers 
beside  the  sloop  of  war.  Such  sudden  and  unusual  accessions  to  the 
blockade  of  the  port  made  us  infer  (as  a  high  probability,  at  least)  that 
our  presence  here  and  purpose  had  reached  the  enemy  and  was  the 
cause  of  the  unusual  preparation  we  witnessed. 

Mr.  Slidell  had  determined  to  send  his  family  back,  and  after  full 
consideration  of  the  whole  case  we  could  see  no  alternative  but  to  take 
the  route  through  Mexico,  and  so  advised  you  by  telegraph  accord¬ 
ingly.  Whilst  awaiting  your  reply,  the  plan  was  suggested  which  was 
the  subject  of  our  telegram  last  night.  There  is  a  steamer  belonging 
to  this  port  and  owned  here,  called  the  Gordon ,  now  and  for  some  time 
past  under  charter  to  the  Government  for  harbor  service,  at  (as  we  are 
told)  $210  per  day.  She  is  something  more  than  500  tons  burden,  and 
was  used  as  a  coasting  packet,  crossing  occasionally  to  Havana.  After 
the  war  she  was  strengthened  and  refitted  to  be  used  as  a  privateer, 
and  was  so  used  for  a  short  time,  having  now  on  board  three  rifled 
cannon.  Her  speed  is  equal  to  15  knots  per  hour,  and  may  be  increased 
to  16,  and  of  so  light  a  draft  of  water  that  she  can  pass  the  bar  at  any 
time  and  is  not  confined  to  the  channel  ways.  This  account  of  the 
steamer  we  get  from  gentlemen  here  long  acquainted  with  her  and 
only  interested  to  serve  our  cause.  She  is  used  every  night  to  recon- 
noiter  the  enemy,  going  safely  out  to  sea,  where  they  lie,  and  keeping 
only  out  of  reach  of  their  guns.  In  the  last  two  days  she  lias  done 
the  same  thing  in  the  daytime,  having  on  board  Captains  Ingraham 
and  Pegram,  with  other  officers  of  the  Nashville,  and  accompanied 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Slidell,  with  two  of  the  young  ladies  of  his  family. 
They  approached  then  within  less  than  3  miles  of  the  squadron  and 
were  not  molested,  the  steamers  remaining  at  anchor.  The  squadron 
has  become  so  familiar  with  the  nightly  and  occasional  daily  proximity 
of  this  boat,  of  whose  speed  they  are  fully  aware,  that  her  presence 
does  not  disturb  them;  they  ceased  to  give  her  chase.  The  naval 
officers  here  do  not  doubt  that  this  steamer  can  run  the  blockade  suc¬ 
cessfully  day  or  night,  and  if  pursued  can  not  be  overtaken.  She  can 
take  a  supply  of  coal  for  six  or  seven  days  without  impairing  hex- 
speed,  and  make  the  run  successfully  to  Nassau  or  Havana,  as  may  be 
decided  on.  Communicating  with  her  owners,  she  is  offered  for  sale  at 
$62,000,  the  alleged  cost  to  them;  or  for  a  charter  at  $10,000  for  the 
trip  to  either  of  the  ports  named,  the  owners  to  bear  all  the  expenses 
of  the  trip,  reserving  the  privilege  of  bringing  back  “some  $7,000 
wox-th  of  cigars  and  other  light  articles.”  Mr.  Treuholm,  known  at  the 
State  Department  as  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  merchant  here,  and 
to  whom  we  are  much  indebted  for  his  valuable  counsels  and  aid,  says 
that  this  charter  money  may  be  reduced  probably  one-half  upon  this 
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privilege  of  return  cargo,  and  to  effect  which,  should  the  Government 
determine  to  charter,  he  will  lend  his  aid  and  cooperation. 

I  should  add  that  in  conversation  yesterday  in  presence  of  Captains 
Ingraham  and  Pegram  they  agreed  that  the  steamer  Gordon ,  it  pur¬ 
chased,  would  bo  a  very  valuable  acquisition  for  coast  defense.  Her 
present  armament  is  of  good  caliber — one  a  large  pivot  gun,  apparently 
a  32-pounder — though,  unfortunately,  I  did  not  make  minute  inquiry 
when  on  board.  She  is  also  amply  furnished  with  small  arms  as  a 
privateer. 

I  have  thought  this  explanation  due  that  you  may  have  the  facts 
and  we  be  relieved  of  any  apparent  vacillation  of  purpose.  It  remains 
only  to  add  that,  come  what  may,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Government  we 
will  embark  at  once  in  the  Gordon ,  and  doubt  not  can  make  the  voyage 
successfully;  otherwise  no  alternative  would  seem  to  remain  but  the 
route  through  Mexico,  with  its  attendant  difficulties  and  delays. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — I  have  read  the  foregoing  to  Mr.  Slidell,  who  concurs  in  its 
statements. 

J.  M.  M. 


I  omitted  to  state  that  on  yesterday  morning  five  ships  were  present 
off  the  harbor,  the  fifth  being  a  steamer. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  Confederate  commissioner  to  England,  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Confederate  States,  regarding  plans  for  his  departure  from  Charleston. 

Charleston,  October  9, 1861. 

Dear  Sir:  By  telegram  yesterday  I  informed  you  that  pursuant  to 
the  authority  given  us  by  the  State  Department  we  have  chartered 
the  steamer  Gordon  for  our  transportation  either  to  Nassau  or  Havana. 
The  terms  of  the  charter  party  are,  for  the  consideration  of  $10,000 
the  ship  is  to  go  to  either  of  those  ports,  or  to  both,  at  our  option,  with 
a  clause  reserving  the  right  to  extend  the  voyage  to  any  other  of 
the  West  India  Islands,  at  the  price  of  $500  per  day  for  the  extra 
service.  We  do  not  expect  to  have  occasion  for  this  latter  service,  but 
thought  it  best  to  provide  for  it,  in  the  possible  contingency  of  its 
becoming  necessary  to  go  to  St.  Thomas  or  other  island  to  meet  the 
British  steamer,  it  is  thought  here  by  those  well  informed  that  the 
Gordon  is  not  sufficiently  a  sea  boat  for  the  more  distant  island  of  Ber¬ 
muda.  Mr.  Trenholm,  of  the  firm  of  Fraser  &  Co.,  agrees  to  pay  $5,000 
of  the  charter  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  returu-cargo  space  not 
reserved  by  the  owners.  Thus,  should  we  not  extend  the  voyage  beyond 
Havana  (which  is  not  anticipated),  the  cost  to  the  Government  will  be 
but  $5,000;  all  expenses  of  every  kind  are  to  be  borne  by  the  owners. 

Since  the  arrangement  was  made  they  have  been  busily  engaged  in 
putting  her  in  complete  order  for  sea,  and  we  fully  expect  to  get  off 
to  morrow  night.  Her  light  draft  will  enable  her  to  go  at  any  time, 
and  by  hugging  close  to  shore  will  be  enabled  to  escape  the  observation 
of  the  enemy’s  squadron.  Our  plan  is  in  such  way  as  may  be  found 
most  safe  and  practicable  to  get  on  board  one  of  the  British  steamers 
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of  the  mail  line  between  tbe  West  Indies  and  England.  The  Gordon 
is  too  fast  to  be  overtaken  at  sea.  Since  this  change  of  arrangement 
we  have  seen  nothing  to  dissatisfy  us  with  it  as  the  best  that  could  be 
adopted. 

The  Nashville ,  we  understand,  is  under  orders  from  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  to  sail  immediately,  and  will  probably  endeavor  to  get  oft'  to-night. 
If  the  enemy  are  found  in  the  position  they  occupy  by  day,  the  chances 
are  very  large  that  she  must  pass  within  reach  of  their  guns;  in  such 
event  her  only  hope  of  safety  is  that  she  may  not  be  seen,  or,  if  seen, 
may  not  be  hit;  against  the  latter  risk  her  speed  is  much  relied  on. 

You  will  of  course  be  advised  promptly  when  we  are  off. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


J.  M.  Mason. 


Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  reporting 

safe  arrival  at  Cardenas,  Cuba. 

Cardenas,  Cuba,  October  18, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  apprise  you  of  our  safe  arrival  on  the 
10th  instant  at  this  port.  We  left  Charleston  at  1  a.  m.  on  Saturday, 
12th,  as  I  told  you  we  should  do  in  my  letter  from  there  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  day.  Fortunately  a  rain  came  on  at  the  moment  of  our  departure, 
which,  increasing  the  darkness,  the  better  enabled  us  to  elude  the 
blockading  squadron.  We  passed  (as  the  captain  reported)  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  nearest  ship,  the  squadron  then  consisting  of 
three  steamers  and  a  sloop  of  war  (a  sailing  vessel).  We  couldsee  their 
lights,  apparently  not  distant,  but  presume  we  escaped  observation,  as 
we  could  see  or  hear  no  movement  of  the  squadron.  After  we  had 
j>assed  them  some  3  or  4  miles,  abandoning  the  coast,  we  put  directly 
out  to  sea,  and  by  the  outer  passage  made  direct  for  Nassau.  Off  that 
port  we  learned  from  the  pilots  who  came  on  board  that  there  was  no 
steamer  or  other  regular  communication  thence  to  St.  Thomas,  the 
point  of  departure  of  the  British  steam  line.  We  did  not  land,  there¬ 
fore,  or  cast  anchor,  but  put  off  at  once  for  the  island  of  Cuba.  I  should 
have  added  that  we  reached  Nassau  about  4  p.  m.on  Monday.  At  sea, 
off  the  harbor  of  Cardenas,  we  met  with  a  small  Spanish  war  steamer, 
when  we  raised  the  Confederate  dag  and  asked  to  speak  them. 

Our  salutation  (by  dipping  our  dag)  as  the  vessels  approached  each 
other  was  courteously  returned,  and  the  Spaniard  laid  to.  Mr.  Slidell, 
with  Mr.  Eustis,  went  on  board,  and  on  his  return  reported  that  he  was 
received  with  great  kindness  and  civility.  We  had  been  somewhat 
detained  in  finding  our  way  over  the  shoal  water  of  the  Bahama  Banks, 
and,  it  being  doubtful  whether  the  coal  remaining  would  take  us  to 
Havana,  it  was  determined  to  put  into  this  port,  the  Spanish  steamer 
kindly  volunteering  to  attend  and  show  us  the  way.  We  cast  anchor 
off  the  town  about  2  p.  m.,  but  our  papers  of  clearance  being  directed 
to  Havana,  and  there  being  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  authorities 
together,  we  did  not  effect  a  landing  until  the  next  day  (yesterday). 
The  custom-house  officers,  however,  were  civil  and  attentive,  and  as 
soon  as  the  local  governor  could  be  appealed  to  he  dispensed  with  all 
formalities,  and  ourselves  and  baggage  landed  without  further  diffi¬ 
culty  or  inspection.  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  we  shall  have  no 
steamer  hence  to  St.  Thomas  until  bth  November.  The  steamer  for 
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Cadiz,  ouce  a  month,  departed  on  its  voyage  for  Havana  the  day  of  our 
arrival  here.  We  shall  thus  be  detained  in  Cuba  some  three  weeks. 
The  island  is  said  to  be  healthy.  We  shall  go  to  Havana  or  its  neigh¬ 
borhood,  in  a  day  or  two,  and  remain  there  and  thereabouts  until  the 
time  for  our  departure. 

TVe  found  a  few  Yankee  vessels  in  port  here,  and  learned  that  some 
of  the  captains  loudly  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  at  our  being 
escorted  into  port  by  a  Spanish  man-of-war.  The  governor,  with  some 
of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town,  have  called  on  and  proffered  us 
every  attention,  and  so  far  as  we  can  gather  opinion  from  conversation 
and  on  the  streets  the  sympathies  of  the  people  are  entirely  with  us.  I 
should  not  omit  to  add  that  a  Mr.  Casanuova,  an  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Slidell,  and  who  married  a  Virginia  lady,  learning  at  his  plantation  by 
a  dispatch  sent  from  here  of  our  arrival,  came  immediately  to  town  by 
a  ride  of  30  miles  on  horseback,  and  cordially  and  urgently  invited  our 
entire  party  to  visit  him  at  his  plantations,  both  of  sugar  and  coffee, 
and  become  his  guests  during  our  stay  in  the  island;  and,  as  further 
evidence  of  his  kindness  or  sympathy,  as  may  be,  has  arranged  a 
special  train  of  cars  to  take  such  of  the  party  as  can  go  there  to-mor¬ 
row.  Mr.  Slidell  and  his  family  and  I  will  go  for  a  few  days.  At 
Havana  we  shall  endeavor  to  gather  such  information  as  may  be  useful 
to  the  Government  as  regards  the  disposition  of  the  authorities  and  the 
people  and  transmit  it  thence  by  such  opportunity  as  may  be  presented. 

We  think  that  our  successful  departure  from  Charleston,  leaving  the 
Nashville  still  there,  will  best  vindicate  the  course  we  adopted  in  rec¬ 
ommending  to  the  Government  the  charter  of  the  smaller  steamer. 
From  our  experience  in  the  matter,  and  knowing  how  closely  the  port 
was  watched,  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
result. 

The  steamer  that  brought  us,  under  her  new  name  of  the  Theodora , 
after  replenishing  her  coal  here,  proceeded  on  her  way  to  Havana,  and 
I  shall  send  this  dispatch  to  meet  her  there,  and  I  hope,  to  be  safely 
taken  by  her  to  you. 

We  sent  you  from  Charleston  the  charter  party  with  her  owners,  and 
with  it  the  engagement  of  the  house  of  Fraser  &  Co.  to  pay  $5,000  for 
the  privilege  of  freighting  her  home  from  Havana,  all  which  we  hope 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  Government. 

Writing  you  thus  fully,  Mr.  Slidell  requests  me  to  say  that  he  has 
considered  it  unnecessary  to  write  separately,  but  that  he  will  do  so 
from  Havana. 

I  am  gratified  to  add  that  notwithstanding  the  excessive  heat  all  of 
our  large  party  remain  in  good  health.  Thermometer  from  9<3o  to  98°. 

With  great  respect,  and  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Protest  of'Confederate  commissioners  to  the  British  authorities  regarding  the  capture  of  Messrs. 

Mason  and  Slidell. 

London,  November  27 ,  1861. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
Government  the  following  facts: 

On  the  7th  of  November  instant  James  M.  Mason,  John  Slidell, 
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James  E.  Macfarland,  and  George  Eustis,  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  embarked  on  board  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  royal 
mail  steam  packet  Trent ,  then  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba,  as  pas¬ 
sengers  for  Southampton,  England. 

On  the  8tli  instant,  when  in  the  Bahama  Channel,  off  the  Paredon 
Grande  light  house,  the  Trent  was  brought  to  by  the  firing  of  two 
guns,  said  to  have  been  shotted,  from  a  U.  S.  man-of-war,  the  San 
Jacinto ,  which  vessel  sent  an  officer  and  armed  boat’s  crew  on  board  of 
the  Trent ,  and  after  some  preliminary  acts  the  officer  demanded  that 
the  four  passengers  named  above  should  be  delivered  up  to  him.  The 
captain  of  the  Trent  refused  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  the  citizens 
of  the  Confederate  States,  above  named,  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  The  United  States  officer  then  proceeded  to  arrest  those 
gentlemen  by  the  aid  of  his  armed  crew,  under  circumstances  of  aggra¬ 
vating  violence,  and  carried  them  as  prisoners  from  the  Trent  to  the 
San  Jacinto. 

The  undersigned  believe  that  this  proceeding  is  in  violation  of  inter¬ 
national  law  and  not  justifiable  under  any  treaty  between  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

If  it  shall  be  insisted  upon  that  these  citizens  were  coming  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  capacity  of  ambassadors,  it  is  a  sufficient  reply  that  they 
were  not  recognized  as  such  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nor  by  that  of  her  Majesty.  The  former  Government  looks  upon  them 
simply  as  rebellious  citizens,  the  latter  as  the  citizens  of  a  belligerent 
power.  No  charge  of  their  being  bearers  of  dispatches  was  made  by 
the  United  States  officer;  and  if  made  it  is  confidently  believed  it 
would  not  justify  their  forcible  seizure  under  the  circumstances. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  commissioned  by 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  proceed  to  Europe  and 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  form  friendly  relations  with  the  neutral 
European  powers,  but  under  such  supposition  the  undersigned  insist 
that  they  were  not  liable  to  seizure  upon  the  deck  of  a  neutral  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  seized,  for  the  reasons,  first,  that  such  a 
procedure  can  only  be  sustained  upon  the  principle  that  neutral  States 
are  not  justifiable  in  entertaining  propositions  for  the  recognition  of 
and  commercial  intercourse  with  belligerent  powers;  second,  that 
these  persons  were  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  a  neutral  port  in 
a  neutral  vessel. 

It  may  be  conceded  that  ambassadors  proceeding  from  an  enemy’s 
port  to  a  neutral  port  are  liable  to  seizure  under  a  neutral  flag  ;  but  the 
undersigned  have  been  unable  to  find  a  principle  of  international  law 
or  a  precedent  which  justifies  such  a  procedure  when  the  ambassador 
is  proceeding  from  one  neutral  port  to  another.  In  fact,  a  high  Ameri¬ 
can  authority,  President  Woolsey,  lays  it  down  as  incontrovertible  that 
a  neutral  vessel  may  convey  unmolested  an  ambassador  of  the  enemy 
or  dispatches  of  the  enemy  to  and  from  his  own  or  any  other  neutral 
government.  (Introduction  to  Study  of  International  Law,  p.  408, 
“On  the  relations  between  belligerents  and  neutrals,”  by  Theodore  D. 
Woolsey,  Yale  College,  Boston,  1860.) 

Mr.  Wheaton  seems  to  sustain  this  view,  for  after  laying  down  the 
general  principle  that  “the  fraudulent  carrying  of  dispatches  will  also 
subject  the  neutral  vessel  in  which  they  are  transported  to  capture 
and  confiscation,”  he  further  says:  “But  carrying  the  dispatches  of  an 
ambassador  or  other  public  minister  of  the  enemy  resident  in  a  neutral 
territory  is  an  exception  to  the  reasoning  on  which  the  above  general 
rule  is  founded.”  The  author  says :  “The  neutral  country  has  a  right  to 
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preserve  its  relations  with  the  enemy,  and  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  con¬ 
clude  that  any  communication  between  them  can  partake  in  any  degree 
of  the  nature  of  hostility  against  you.”  Most  assuredly,  then,  the  bear¬ 
ers  of  such  dispatches,  or  the  ambassadors  themselves,  are  not  liable 
to  seizure  on  a  neutral  vessel,  when  proceeding  from  one  neutral  country 
to  another. 

The  undersigned  think  that  it  will  be  found  on  examination  that 
when  an  ambassador  has  been  held  to  be  liable  to  seizure  on  a  neutral 
vessel  while  on  his  passage  it  has  been  when  the  neutral  vessel 
received  him  in  the  enemy’s  port  or  was  carrying  him  to  the  enemy’s 
port.  In  the  present  case  the  persons  seized  were  received  as  simple 
passengers  on  the  neutral  vessel,  bound  from  one  neutral  country  to 
another. 

The  undersigned  submit  also  this  further  view  of  the  case:  Grant¬ 
ing  that  the  persons  seized  were  liable  to  seizure,  it  is  submitted  that 
the  question  of  liability  is  a  judicial  question.  For  the  decision  of  all 
such  questions  admiralty  courts  are  established,  and  in  those  courts 
alone,  where  both  parties  can  be  heard,  could  they  be  determined. 
The  only  proper  course  was  a  seizure  of  the  Trent ,  with  her  cargo  and 
passengers,  and  a  submission  of  the  whole  matter  to  a  judical  tribunal. 

The  undersigned  therefore  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  protest  against 
this  act  of  illegal  violence  done  by  the  Government  ol  the  United 
States  to  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  on  board  of  an  English 
vessel,  by  which  they  have  been  torn  from  their  families  and  committed 
to  a  loathsome  prison.  They  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  lay  the  facts 
before  the  Government  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  to  claim  for 
their  imprisoned  countrymen  the  full  benefit  of  that  protection  to 
which  every  private  person  who  seeks  shelter  under  the  British  flag 
and  demeans  himself  according  to  British  law  has  heretofore  ever 
been  held  to  be  entitled. 

The  undersigned  therefore  confidently  hope  that  her  Majesty’s 
Government  will  cause  those  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  who 
have  been  so  illegally  taken  from  the  deck  of  a  British  vessel  to  be 
restored  to  the  position  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag  when  seized,  or  to  the  port  whither  they  were  bound,  and 
to  which  her  Majesty’s  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  had 
engaged  to  take  them  after  having  received  the  usual  compensation. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  assure  his  lordship  of  their  very 
high  consideration. 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

P.  A.  Rost. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

The  Right  Honorable  Earl  Russell. 


Report  of  Confederate  commissioners  in  London  to  Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  of  the  capture  of 

Messrs.  Mason  and  Sliddell. 

Commission  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 

London ,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  on  the  27th  ultimo 
of  dispatches  Nos.  8  and  9,  of  date  the  24th  of  August,  as  also  of  dis¬ 
patch  No.  10,  dated  23d  September,  18(51, 
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It  is  our  painful  duty  to  communicate  to  you  that  on  the  8tli  of 
November  ultimo  Messrs.  John  Slidell,  James  M.  Mason.  James  E.  Mae- 
farland,  and  George  E'ustis  were  forcibly  taken  by  the  U.  S.  man-of- 
war  San  Jacinto,  from  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  royal  mail  steam  packet 
Trent  wrhile  on  her  passage  from  Havana,  Cuba,  to  the  island  of  St. 
Thomas,  when  in  the  Bahama  passage  off  the  Paredou  Grande  light¬ 
house. 

The  facts  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  them,  and  we  believe 
them  to  be  entirely  reliable,  aie  as  follows:  On  the  7th  of  November 
Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  with  their  suite,  embarked  on  board  the 
Trent  in  the  harbor  of  Havana  as  passengers  for  Southampton,  Eng¬ 
land.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  November,  when  in  the  narrowest 
part  of  the  Bahama  passage,  off  Paredou  Grande  light  house,  the  San 
Jacinto  was  seen  lying  to  in  the  passage.  When  the  Trent  came  within 
half  a  mile,  or  less,  the  San  Jacinto  ran  up  the  United  States  flag,  and 
simultaneously  fired  around  shot  across  the  bows  of  the  Trent,  immedi¬ 
ately  afterwards  firing  a  shell,  which  exploded  within  100  yards  of  that 
vessel.  The  captain  of  the  Trent  then  displayed  the  British  flag,  and, 
being  within  hailing  distance,  demanded  to  know  what  was  wanted. 
The  reply  from  the  officer  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  that  he  wished  to  send 
a  boat  alongside.  The  Trent  was  then  brought  to,  and  Lieutenant 
Fairfax,  with  an  armed  boat’s  crew  from  the  San  Jacinto ,  boarded  her. 
He  demanded  of  the  captain  a  list  of  his  passengers.  This  was  refused. 
The  lieutenant  then  said  that  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto  was 
informed  that  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis  were  on 
board,  and  that  he  was  instructed  to  seize  them.  These  gentlemen  at 
once  avowed  their  presence,  but  claimed  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag. 

The  United  States  officer  replied  that  unless  they  were  surrendered 
to  him  he  should  take  possession  of  the  ship,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  after  a  solemn  protest  by  the  admiralty  officer  on  board  the  Trent 
against  the  whole  proceeding,  those  gentlemen  were  seized  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet. 

Lieutenant  Fairfax  further  said  that  he  was  instructed  to  lay  the 
ship  alongside  the  San  Jacinto.  The  captain  of  the  Trent  replied  that 
he  was  going  to  his  quarter-deck,  adding,  ‘‘If  you  want  me  you  will 
find  me  there,”  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  quarter-deck.  Lieutenant 
Fairfax  left  the  Trent,  however,  without  further  enforcing  his  order, 
carrying  with  him  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis  as 
prisoners,  and  the  Trent  then  proceeded  upon  her  voyage. 

All  the  papers,  letters,  and  dispatches  under  charge  of  Messrs. 
Slidell  and  Mason  were  brought  to  us  on  the  27th  instant,  immediately 
after  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  mail  packet  at  Southampton,  by 
Mr.  Hanckel,  of  Gharleston. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances  the  members  of  the  commission, 
after  consultation,  taking  into  consideration  the  great  interests  of  the 
Confederate  States,  have  severally  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  each  to  remain  near  this  Government  and  that  of  France  until 
further  advised  by  the  President.  In  consequence  we  have  addressed 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government  a  solemn  remonstrance  against 
the  outrage  perpetrated  by  the  United  States  in  thus  forcibly  seizing 
the  persons  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  on  board  of  an  Eng¬ 
lish  vessel  at  sea. 

We  have  also,  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  President  to  the 
Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  communicated  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  a  copy  of  the  list  of  vessels  which  had  arrived  at  and  cleared 
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from  the  Confederate  ports  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
blockade  to  the  20tli  of  August,  1861,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  resolu¬ 
tions  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  August,  1861,  touching  the  declaration 
of  the  conference  of  Paris.  We  annex  copies  of  both  of  these  notes. 

We  also  send  with  this  dispatch,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  certain  editorials  of  the  Loudon  journals,  indicating  the  state  of 
public  opinion  upon  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and  their 
secretaries. 

The  editorial  from  the  Morning  Post  is  understood  to  be  inspired  by 
Lord  Palmerston;  that  from  the  Times  of  the  29th  is  understood  to  be 
from  the  foreign  office. 

Having  carefully  read  the  different  papers,  we  find  that  there  is  but 
one  daily  journal  in  London  that  entertains  the  opinion  that  the  act  of 
the  San  Jacinto  is  justifiable.  That  is  the  Morning  Star,  the  supposed 
organ  of  Mr.  Bright  and  Mr.  Cobden,  and  used  as  one  by  Mr. 
Adams. 

It  is  believed  in  well  informed  circles,  and,  in  fact,  we  may  say  that 
it  has  been  communicated  to  us  by  persons  connected  with  high  official 
personages  in  the  Government,  that  the  cabinet  in  council  on  the  30th 
ultimo  determined,  upon  a  report  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  that 
the  act  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  was  illegal,  and  that  a 
demand  should  be  made  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for 
apology  and  the  restitution  of  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland, 
and  Enstis. 

We  have  also  received  information  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
blockade  is  considered  to  be  ineffective — entirely  so — by  the  members 
of  the  cabinet. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  the  question,  we  have  not  as  yet  deemed 
it  advisable  to  again  formally  press  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate 
States  upon  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  at  this  moment,  but  will 
await  a  favorable  opportunity  to  do  so.  At  this  time  we  think  it  would 
meet  with  rejection,  at  least  before  the  answer  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  the  demand  which  the  British  Government  has 
made  for  apology  and  restitution  shall  be  received. 

The  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  arrived  at  Southampton  on  the  21st  ultimo, 
slightly  injured  in  her  wheelhouses  and  deck  by  adverse  storms  experi¬ 
enced  on  her  passage.  We  learn  from  Lieutenant  Pegram  that  on  the 
19th  ultimo,  in  70  fathoms  of  water,  he  captured  and  burned  the  ship 
Harvey  Birch ,  of  1,500  tons  burden,  owned  in  Uew  York,  and  in  ballast 
from  Havre.  She  was  valued  at  $125,000.  Her  officers  and  crew  were 
taken  to  Southampton  and  landed  there.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Nashville  will  be  allowed  to  repair. 

The  U.  S.  armed  steamship  James  Adger  has  been  in  the  waters 
of  England  for  the  last  few  weeks.  It  was  asserted  that  she 
came  to  seek  for  the  Nashville.  She  was  allowed  to  repair  damages 
sustained  on  her  voyage  and  to  coal.  Since  then  she  has  been  hover¬ 
ing  about  the  coast.  We  understand  that,  in  reply  to  a  demand  as  to 
her  object  by  an  officer  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  commander  avowed 
that  he  was  instructed  to  seize  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  wherever  he 
could  find  them  at  sea,  and  that  he  expected  to  take  them  out  of  the 
West  India  mail  packet.  We  were  further  informed  that  the  United 
States  officer  was  then  advised  that  such  an  act  would  be  considered 
as  an  insult  to  the  British  flag. 

We  have  been  advised  that  the  opinion  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  that  of  his  ministry  is,  that  the  affair  of  the  Trent  is  a  great  out¬ 
rage  upon  the  British  flag. 
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We  have  enclosed  extracts  from  various  Paris  journals,  all  taking 
the  same  view. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  L.  Yancey. 

P.  A.  Rost. 

A.  Dudley  Mann. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Confederate  States  of  America. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S,  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 
expressing  obligations  to  the  British  naval  authorities  for  kindness  shown  to  himself  and 
colleagues. 

109  Piccadilly,  February  13, 1863. 
My  Lord  Duke  :  I  can  not  refrain,  on  arriving  in  England,  from 
expressing  to  your  grace  and  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  the  grateful 
sense  1  entertain  of  the  kindness  and  hospitality  received  from  the 
naval  authorities  of  Great  Britain  everywhere  on  our  late  protracted 
voyage  to  this  country,  a  feeling,  I  know,  that  is  equally  entertained  by 
my  colleague,  Mr.  Slidell,  and  by  our  secretaries,  Mr.  Macfarland  and 
Mr.  Eustis. 

To  Captain  Hewett,  commander  of  her  Majesty’s  ship  Einaldo ,  and  to 
all  his  officers,  this  acknowledgment  is  especially  due.  Their  courtesy, 
consideration,  and  most  generous  hospitality  were  unremitting,  and 
under  the  circumstances  of  a  tempestuous  and  prolonged  voyage,  we 
much  fear,  greatly  to  their  personal  inconvenience. 

To  Admiral  Milne  we  are  under  great  obligations  for  our  courteous 
and  hospitable  reception  at  Bermuda,  and  particularly  for  his  marked 
kindness  in  expediting  our  passage  to  St.  Thomas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  grace’s  most  obedient 
servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Somerset. 


Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  British  Admiralty  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at 
London,  acknowledging  receipt  of  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset. 

Admiralty,  February  15, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  bearing  testimony  to  the  kindness  and  hospitality  which  you 
state  that  yourself  and  Messrs.  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis  have 
received  from  her  Majesty’s  naval  officers  during  your  recent  voyage 
from  the  United  States  to  this  country. 

My  lords  will  communicate  the  purport  of  your  letter  to  V  ice- Admiral 
Sir  Alexander  Milne  and  the  other  officers  concerned. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  J  W.  G.  Romaine. 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq., 

109  Piccadilly. 
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Correspondence  respecting  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis,  laid 

before  Parliament  in  1862. 


The  Secretary  of  the  [ British ]  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 


Admiralty  [London],  November  27,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  9th  instant,  from  Commander  Williams,  the  agent  tor 
mails  on  board  the  contract  steamer  Trent ,  detailing  the  circumstances 
under  which  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  commissioners  from  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  America  to  this  country  and  France,  and 
tlieir  secretaries,  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Trent  by  an  ai  med 
party  of  officers  and  men  from  the  IT.  S.  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto  on 
the  8th  instant  in  the  Bahama  Channel. 


I  am,  etc., 

E.  Hammond,  Esq. 


W.  G.  Romaine. 


[Enclosure.] 

Commander  Williams  [A.  At.]  to  Captain  Patey  [A.  A7.]. 

Trent,  at  Sea ,  November  9,  1861. 

Sir:  There  devolves  on  me  the  painful  duty  of  reporting  to  you  a 
wanton  aggression  on  this  ship  by  the  H.  S.  war  screw  steamer  San 
Jacinto,  carrying  a  broadside  of  seven  guns  and  a  shell  pivot  gun  of 
heavy  caliber  on  the  forecastle,  which  took  place  on  the  8th  instant  in 
the  Bahama  Channel,  abreast  of  the  Paredon  light  house. 

The  Trent  left  Havana  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  7th  instant,  with  her  Majesty’s 
mails  for  England,  having  on  board  a  large  freight  of  specie,  as  well 
as  numerous  passengers,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Mason  and 
Slidell,  the  former  accredited  with  a  special  mission  from  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  latter  to  the 
French  Government,  with  their  respective  secretaries,  Messrs.  Macfar¬ 
land  and  Eustis. 

Shortly  after  noon  on  the  8th  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of  a 
man-of  war,  but  not  showing  colors,  was  observed  ahead  hove  to.  We 
immediately  hoisted  our  ensign  at  the  peak,  but  it  was  not  responded 
to  until,  on  nearing  her  at  1:15  p.  m.,  she  fired  a  round  shot  from  her 
pivot  gun  across  our  bows,  and  showed  American  colors.  Our  engines 
were  immediately  slowed,  and  we  were  still  approaching  when  she  dis¬ 
charged  a  shell  from  her  pivot  gun  immediately  across  our  bows, 
exploding  half  a  cable’s  length  ahead  of  us.  We  then  stopped,  when 
an  officer,  with  an  armed  guard  of  marines,  boarded  us,  and  demanded 
a  list  of  passengers,  which  demand  being  refused,  the  officer  said  he 
had  orders  to  arrest  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis, 
and  that  he  had  sure  information  of  their  being  passengers  in  the  Trent. 
Declining  to  satisfy  him  whether  such  persons  were  on  board  or  not, 
Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward  and  announced  that  the  four  persons  he 
had  named  were  then  standing  before  him  under  British  protection, 
and  that  if  they  were  taken  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  they  must  be 
taken  vi  et  armis,  the  commander  of  the  Trent  and  myself  at  the  same 
time  protesting  against  this  illegal  act,  this  act  of  piracy,  carried  out 
by  brute  force,  as  we  had  no  means  of  resisting  the  aggression,  the  San 
Jacinto  being  at  the  time  on  our  port  beam,  about  200  yards  off,  her 
ship’s  company  at  quarters,  ports  open,  and  tompions  out. 
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Sufficient  time  being-  given  for  sucli  necessaries  as  they  might  require 
being  sent  to  them,  these  gentlemen  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the 
ship,  and  then  a  further  demand  was  made  that  the  commander  of  the 
Trent  should  proceed  onboard  the  San  Jacinto;  but  as  he  expressed  his 
determination  not  to  go  unless  forcibly  compelled  likewise,  this  latter 
demand  was  not  carried  into  execution. 

At  3 :40  we  parted  company,  and  proceeded  on  our  way  to  St.  Thomas, 
on  our  arrival  at  which  place  I  shall  deliver  into  the  consul  duplicates 
ot  this  letter  to  Lord  Lyons,  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  Commodore  Dunlop, 
and  the  consul-general  at  Havana. 

I  have,  etc., 

Richard  Williams, 

Commander ,  Royal  Navy,  Admiralty  Agent  in  Charge  of  Mails. 

Captain  Patey. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office  [London],  November  30, 1861. 

My  Lord:  Intelligence  of  a  very  grave  nature  has  reached  her 
Majesty’s  Government.  This  intelligence  was  conveyed  officially  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  admiralty  by  Commander  Williams,  agent  for  mails 
on  board  the  contract  steamer  Trent. 

It  appears  from  the  letter  of  Commander  Williams,  dated  u  Royal 
mail  contract  packet  Trent ,  at  sea,  November  fl,”  that  the  Trent  left 
Havana  on  the  7th  instant  with  her  Majesty’s  mails  for  England,  hav¬ 
ing  on  board  numerous  passengers.  Commander  Williams  states  that 
shortly  after  noon  on  the  8tli  a  steamer  having  the  appearance  of  a 
man-of-war,  but  not  showing  colors,  was  observed  ahead.  On  nearing 
her  at  1 :15  p.  m.  she  fired  a  round  shot  from  her  pivot  gun  across  the 
bows  of  the  Trent ,  and  showed  American  colors.  While  the  Trent  was 
approaching  her  slowly  the  American  vessel  discharged  a  shell  across 
the  bows  of  the  Trent,  exploding  a  half  cable’s  length  ahead  of  her. 
The  Trent  then  stopped,  and  an  officer,  with  a  large  armed  guard  of 
marines,  boarded  her.  The  officer  demanded  a  list  of  the  passengers, 
and  compliance  with  this  demand  being  refused,  the  officer  said  he  had 
orders  to  arrest  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis,  and 
that  he  had  sure  information  of  their  being  passengers  in  the  Trent. 
While  some  parley  was  going  on  upon  this  matter,  Mr.  Slidell  stepped 
forward  and  told  the  American  officer  that  the  four  persons  he  had 
named  were  then  standing  before  him.  The  commander  of  the  Trent 
and  Commander  Williams  protested  against  the  act  of  taking  by  force 
out  of  the  Trent  these  four  passengers,  then  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  But  the  San  Jacinto  was  at  that  time  only  200  yards  from 
the  Trent,  her  ship’s  company  at  quarters,  her  ports  open,  and  tompions 
out.  Resistance  was  therefore  out  of  the  question,  and  the  four  gentle¬ 
men  before  named  were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  ship. 

A  further  demand  was  made  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent  should 
proceed  on  board  the  San  Jacinto;  but  he  said  lie  would  not  go  unless 
forcibly  compelled  likewise,  and  this  demand  was  not  insisted  upon. 
It  thus  appears  that  certain  individuals  have  been  forcibly  taken  from 
on  board  a  British  vessel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral  power,  while  such  ves¬ 
sel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent  voyage,  au  actof  violence  which 
was  an  affront  to  the  British  flag  and  a  violation  ot  international  law. 
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Her  Majesty’s  Government,  bearing  in  mind  the  friendly  relations 
which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
are  willing  to  believe  that  the  U.  S.  naval  officer  who  committed, 
this  aggression  wa.s  not  acting  in  compliance  with  any  autnority  irom 
his  Government,  or  that  if  he  conceived  himself  to  be  so  authorized, 
he  greatly  misunderstood  the  instructions  which  he  had  received.  For 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  must  be  fully  aware  that  the 
British  Government  could  not  allow  such  an  affront  to  the  national 
honor  to  pass  without  full  reparation,  and  her  Majesty’s  Government 
are  unwilling  to  believe  that  it  could  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  unnecessarily  to  force  into  discussion 
between  the  two  governments  a  question  of  so  grave  a  character,  and 
with  regard  to  which  the  whole  British  nation  would  be  sure  to  enter¬ 
tain  such  unanimity  of  feeling. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government  therefore  trust  that  when  this  matter 
shall  have  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  that  Government  will,  of  its  own  accord,  offer  to  the 
British  Government  such  redress  as  alone  would  satisfy  the  British 
nation,  namely,  the  liberation  of  the  four  gentlemen  and  their  delivery 
to  your  lordship,  in  order  that  they  may  again  be  placed  under  British 
protection,  and  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression  which  has  been 
committed.  Should  these  terms  not  be  offered  by  Mr.  Seward,  you  will 
propose  them  to  him. 

Your  are  at  liberty  to  read  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  if  he  shall  desire  it  you  will  give  him  a  copy  of  it. 

I  am,  etc., 

Russell. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  November  30 ,  1861. 

My  Lord:  Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me  yesterday  at  the  foreign 
office,  by  my  desire. 

I  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  information  or  instructions  which 
could  throw  light  on  the  transactions  which  had  occurred  on  board  the 
Trent.  1  said  the  cabinet  was  about  to  meet,  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
receive  any  information  which  might  assist  their  deliberations  on  this 
painful  subject.  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  no  instructions  or  informa¬ 
tion  which  could  throw  light  on  what  had  occurred,  nor  did  he  know 
whether  the  captures  which  had  taken  place  on  board  the  Trent  had 
the  sanction  of  his  Government  or  not. 

I  said  in  that  case  there  would  be  no  good,  and  there  might  be  some 
harm,  in  discussing  with  him  the  merits  of  the  question  itself  ;  but  1 
wished  him  to  repeat  to  me  what  he  had  told  me  some  days  ago  in  regard 
to  the  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  James  Adger. 

Mr.  Adams  then  said  that  he  had  seen  the  instructions  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  James  Adger ;  that  they  directed  him  to  look  out  for  the 
Nashville ,  a  Confederate  vessel,  which  it  was  supposed  would  convey 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  England.  He  was  directed,  if  that  sup¬ 
position  should  not  turn  out  to  be  the  fact,  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  but  to  keep  an  eye  on  any  merchant  vessel  proceeding  from  this 
country  with  contraband  of  war.  There  was  nothing  in  the  instructions 
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directing  tlie  commander  to  interfere  with  any  foreign  ship  bringing 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  Europe.  Mr.  Adams  then  took  his  leave. 
I  am,  etc., 

Russell. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office  [London  |,  November  30, 1861. 

In  my  previous  dispatch  of  this  date  I  have  instructed  you,  by  com¬ 
mand  of  her  Majesty,  to  make  certain  demands  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

Should  Mr.  Seward  ask  for  delay  in  order  that  this  grave  and  painful 
matter  should  be  deliberately  considered,  you  will  consent  to  a  delay 
not  exceeding  seven  days.  If  at  the  end  of  that  time  no  answer  is  given, 
or  if  any  other  answer  is  given  except  that  of  a  compliance  with  the 
demands  of  her  Majesty’s  Government,  your  lordship  is  instructed  to 
leave  Washington  with  all  the  members  of  your  legation,  bringing  with 
you  the  archives  of  the  legation,  and  to  repair  immediately  to  London. 

If,  however,  you  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  requirements  of 
her  Majesty’s  Government  are  substantially  complied  with,  you  may 
report  the  fact  to  her  Majesty’s  Government  for  their  consideration, 
and  remain  at  your  post  until  you  receive  further  orders. 

You  will  communicate  with  Vice- Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  immediately 
upon  receiving  the  answer  of  the  American  Government,  and  you  will 
send  him  a  copy  of  that  answer,  together  with  such  observations  as 
you  may  think  fit  to  make.  You  will  also  give  all  the  information  in 
your  power  to  the  governors  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Jamaica,  Bermuda,  and  such  other  of  her  Majesty’s  possessions  as  may 
be  within  your  reach. 

Russell. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Earl  Russel  to  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty. 

Foreign  Office  [London],  November  30, 1861. 

My  Lords:  I  have  received  the  Queen’s  command  to  transmit  to 
your  lordships  the  instructions  which  are  to  be  sent  to-day  to  Lord 
Lyons. 

The  Queen  directs  that  copies  of  these  instructions  should  be  sent  to 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne.  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne  should  be 
directed  to  communicate  fully  with  Lord  Lyons,  and  to  take  such  meas¬ 
ures  as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require.  The  vice-admiral  will 
refrain  from  any  act  of  hostility  against  the  sea  or  land  forces  of  the 
United  States,  except  in  self-defense.  But  as  the  act  of  wanton  vio¬ 
lence  and  outrage  which  has  been  committed  makes  it  not  unlikely  that 
other  sudden  acts  ot  aggression  may  be  attempted,  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
A.  Milne  will  take  care  not  to  place  his  ships  in  positions  where  they 
may  be  surprised  or  commanded  by  batteries  on  land  ot  a  superior 
force.  He  should  not  detach  more  than  one  line-of-battle  ship  and  two 
frigates  on  the  expedition  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  he  should  dispose  of  the 
rest  of  his  force  in  the  manner  in  which  it  may  prove  most  serviceable 
in  case  of  hostilities.  He  will  look  to  the  safety  of  her  Majesty’s  pos¬ 
sessions  in  North  America  and  the  West  Indies,  and  he  will  in  all 
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respects  execute  all  sucli  commands  as  lie  may  receive  from  your  lord¬ 
ships  to  guide  him  in  the  performance  of  his  arduous  duties. 

Your  lordships  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  opinion  that  Admiral  Milne 
ought  not  himself  to  go  to  Yera  Cruz;  and  in  that  case  an  officer 
acquainted  with  the  Mexican  coast  may  be  the  most  fitting  person  to 
act  with  Sir  Charles  Wyke  in  the  discharge  of  duties  on  that  coast. 

I  am,  etc., 

Russell. 


The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  November  19,  1861.  (Received  December  2.) 

I  have  already  informed  your  lordship  by  telegraph  that  Mr.  Mason 
and  Mr.  Slidell,  who  are  believed  to  have  been  on  their  way  to  England 
and  France  as  commissioners  from  the  so-called  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment,  were  taken  by  force  out  of  the  British  mail  packet  Trent  by  the 
U.  S.  ship  San  Jacinto  in  the  Bahama  Channel  and  brought  to  this 
country  as  prisoners. 

The  copious  extracts  from  American  newspapers  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  will  make  your  lordship  acquainted  with  such  partic 
ulars  concerning  this  unfortunate  affair  as  have  transpired  here.  They 
will  also  convey  to  you  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  impression  which 
it  has  made  upon  the  American  public. 

The  evidence  of  the  English  witnesses  on  board  the  Trent  will  prob¬ 
ably  reach  London  about  the  same  time  as  the  present  dispatch;  with¬ 
out  a  knowledge  of  that  evidence  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  form  any 
correct  opinion  on  the  character  of  the  transaction.  I  have  accord¬ 
ingly  deemed  it  right  to  maintain  the  most  complete  reserve  on  the 
subject.  To  conceal  the  distress  which  I  feel  would  be  impossible,  nor 
would  it,  if  possible,  be  desirable;  but  I  have  expressed  no  opinion  on 
the  questions  of  international  law  involved;  I  have  hazarded  no  con¬ 
jecture  as  to  the  course  which  will  be  taken  by  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment.  On  the  one  hand,  I  dare  not  run  the  risk  of  compromising  the 
honor  and  inviolability  of  the  British  flag  by  asking  for  a  measure  of 
reparation  which  may  prove  to  be  inadequate.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
I  am  scarcely  less  unwilling  to  incur  the  danger  of  rendering  a  satis¬ 
factory  settlement  of  the  question  more  difficult  by  making  a  demand 
which  may  turn  out  to  be  unnecessarily  great.  In  the  present  imper¬ 
fect  state  of  my  information,  I  feel  that  the  only  proper  and  prudent 
course  is  to  wait  for  the  orders  which  your  lordship  will  give  with  a 
complete  knowledge  of  the  whole  case. 

I  am  unwilling,  moreover,  to  deprive  any  explanation  or  reparation 
which  the  L.  S.  Government  may  think  it  right  to  offer  of  the  grace  of 
being  made  spontaneously.  I  know,  too,  that  a  demand  from  me  would 
very  much  increase  the  main  difficulty  which  the  Government  would 
feel  in  yielding  to  any  disposition  which  they  may  have  to  make  amends 
to  Great  Britain.  The  American  people  would  more  easily  tolerate  a 
spontaneous  offer  of  reparation  made  by  its  Government  from  a  sense 
of  justice  than  a  compliance  with  a  demand  for  satisfaction  from  a 
foreign  minister. 


Earl  Russell. 


Lyons. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  [ British ]  admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 


Admiralty  [London],  December  2,  1861. 

(Received  December  3.) 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  one  dated  the  9th  of  November,  from  Commander  Williams,  relative 
to  the  forcible  removal  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and  their  secreta¬ 
ries  from  the  Trent ,  contract  steamer,  by  an  armed  party  of  officers  and 
men  from  the  San  Jacinto ,  TJ.  S.  ship  of  war,  1  am  commanded  by  my 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  you  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  made  by  Com¬ 
mander  Williams  at  the  admiralty  on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  containing 
further  information  on  the  above-mentioned  subject. 

My  lords  did  not  send  a  copy  of  this  memorandum  at  tlie  time  it  was 
written,  as  Commander  Williams  on  that  day  made  a  verbal  statement 
at  the  foreign  office;  but  it  is  now  transmitted,  as  it  maybe  useful 
hereafter,  as  showing  the  actual  force  used  on  the  occasion,  and  the 
strong  protest  made  against  it  by  Commander  Williams. 

I  am,  etc., 


W.  (L  Romaine. 


E.  Hammond,  Esq, 


[Enclosure.! 

Memorandum,  made  by  Commander  Williams  [I?.  IV.],  at  the  \ British ]  admiralty,  on  the 

%7th  of  November,  1861,  relative  to  the  forcible  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  arid  Slidell 

and  their  secretaries  from  on  board  the  Trent. 

On  Mr.  Slidell’s  announcing  that  the  four  persons  inquired  for  were 
then  standing  before  Lieutenant  Fairfax,  under  British  protection,  and 
that  if  taken  on  board  the  San  Jacinto  they  must  be  taken  in  et  armis , 
I  addressed  that  officer  in  the  following  terms: 

In  this  ship  I  am  the  representative  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government,  and 
in  the  name  of  that  Government  I  protest  against  this  illegal  act,  this  violation  of 
international  law,  this  act  of  piracy,  which  you  would  not  dare  to  attempt  on  a 
ship  capable  of  resisting  such  aggression. 

It  was  then  that  Lieutenant  Fairfax  waved  his  hand  toward  the  San 
Jacinto ,  and  additional  force  was  sent.  The  marines  were  drawn  up 
at  the  entry  port,  bayonets  fixed;  and  on  Miss  Slidell’s  uttering  an 
hysterical  scream  on  her  being  separated  from  her  father — that  is,  on  his 
breaking  the  window  of  his  cabin  and  thrusting  his  body  through  to 
escape  from  the  distressing  scene  of  forcible  separation  from  his  family — 
they  rushed  into  the  passage  at  the  charge.  There  were  upward  of  60 
armed  men  in  all,  and  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  wei  e  there  taken  out  of  the 
ship,  an  armed  guard  on  either  side  of  each  seizing  them  by  the  collar 
of  the  coat.  Every  inducement  was  held  out,  so  far  as  importunate 
persuasion  would  go,  to  prevail  on  Mrs.  Slidell  and  Mrs.  Eustis,  with 
the  son  and  three  daughters  of  the  former,  to  accompany  their  hus¬ 
bands,  but  as  they  did  not  wish  their  wives  to  be  subjected  to  Imprison¬ 
ment  (Lieutenant  Fairfax  having  replied  to  Mrs.  Slidell’s  inquiry  as  to 
their  disposal  if  they  did  accompany  them,  that  they  would  be  sent  to 
Washington)  they  remained  on  board  the  Trent,  and  came  on  to 
England  in  La  Plata. 

The  ships  getting  somewhat  farther  apart  than  when  this  affair  com¬ 
menced,  a  boat  came  from  the  San  Jacinto  to  request  us  to  approach 
nearer;  to  which  I  replied  that  they  had  the  same  power  as  ourselves, 
and  if  they  wished  to  be  nearer  to  us  they  had  their  own  remedy, 
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[Translation.] 


M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Mercicr.  (Communicated  to  Earl  Russell  by  Count  Flahault 

December  6.) 

Paris,  December  3, 1861. 

Sir:  The  arrest  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  on  board  the  English 
packet  Trent  by  an  American  cruiser  has  produced  in  France,  it  not 
the  same  feeling  as  in  England,  at  least  a  sensation  of  extreme  aston¬ 
ishment.  Public  opinion  is  at  once  directed  to  the  legality  and  conse¬ 
quences  of  such  an  act,  and  the  impression  made  has  not  been  doubt- 
lul  for  an  instant.  The  act  has  appeared  so  much  at  variance  with  the 
ordinary  rules  of  international  law  that  to  the  public  mind  the  weight  of 
the  responsibility  seems  to  fall  exclusively  upon  the  commander  ot  the 
San  Jacinto.  We  can  not  yet  tell  whether  this  supposition  is  correct,  and 
the  Government  of  the  Emperor  owes  it  to  itself  to  examine  from  this 
standpoint  the  question  raised  by  the  taking  of  the  two  passengers  from 
the  Trent.  The  desire  to  aid  in  preventing  a  contlict,  imminent,  per¬ 
haps,  between  two  powers  for  whom  it  entertains  equally  friendly  feel¬ 
ings,  and  the  duty  of  maintaining  certain  principles,  essential  to  the 
security  of  neutrals,  with  a  view  to  putting  its  own  flag  beyond  injury, 
have,  after  mature  reflection,  convinced  the  Government  that  under 
the  circumstances  it  can  not  remain  entirely  silent. 

If,  to  our  regret,  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  were  disposed  to  approve 
of  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto ,  it  would  be  by 
considering  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  as  enemies  or  in  looking  upon 
them  only  as  rebels.  In  either  case  there  would  be  an  extremely 
unfortunate  forgetfulness  of  the  principles  on  which  we  have  always 
found  the  United  States  in  accord  with  us. 

By  what  right,  in  fact,  did  the  American  cruiser,  in  the  first  case, 
arrest  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  ?  The  United  States  has  recognized 
with  us  in  all  treaties  between  the  two  countries  that  the  protection  of 
the  flag  is  extended  to  all  persons  found  under  it,  enemies  of  one  or 
both  parties,  unless  actually  in  the  military  service  of  the  enemy. 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  were  then,  by  virtue  of  this  principle,  which 
we  have  found  no  difficulty  in  making  part  of  our  treaties  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  commerce,  perfectly  free  under  the  neutral  flag  of  England. 

Unquestionably  no  person  will  pretend  that  these  persons  can  be 
considered  as  contraband  of  war.  What  constitutes  contraband  of 
war,  it  is  true,  is  not  yet  precisely  established;  the  limits  are  not  abso¬ 
lutely  the  same  for  all  powers.  But  in  that  which  relate  to  persons 
the  particular  stipulations  met  with  in  the  treaties  concerning  military 
men  define  clearly  the  character  of  those  who  can  be  seized  as  bellig¬ 
erents.  It  is  needless  to  explain  that  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  can 
not  be  classed  among  such  persons.  It  only  remains,  then,  to  plead  in 
explanation  of  their  seizure  the  pretext  that  Mason  and  Slidell  were 
bearers  of  official  dispatches  of  the  enemy.  Here  let  us  recall  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  governs  all  this  affair  and  renders  unjustifiable  the 
conduct  of  the  American  cruiser.  The  Trent  was  not  destined  for  a 
port  of  either  belligerent.  It  left  a  neutral  country,  with  passengers 
and  cargo,  embarked  for  a  neutral  port.  If  it  is  admissible  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  neutral  flag  does  not  entirely  protect  the  per¬ 
sons  and  merchandise  that  it.  carries,-  its  exemption  would  be  but  an 
idle  word;  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  third  powers  would 
constantly  suffer  from  innocent  or  even  indirect  relations  with  one  or  the 
ether  of  the  belligerents.  These  latter  would  no  longer  have  power  to 
exercise  neutrality  with  entire  impartiality  to  interdict  all  acts  of  hos- 
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tility,  and  would  bring  to  the  freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation 
restrictions  of  which  modern  international  law  refuses  to  admit  the 
legality.  We  would  thus  return  to  some  vexatious  practices,  against 
which,  at  other  periods,  no  power  has  more  decidedly  protested  than 
the  United  States. 

If  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  wishes  to  consider  the  two  persons 
arrested  only  as  rebels  whom  it  has  the  right  to  seize,  the  question,  to 
place  it  on  another  ground,  can  not  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  conduct 
of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto.  There  was  in  this  case  a  disre¬ 
gard  of  the  principle  which  makes  a  ship  apart  of  the  territory  of  the 
nation  whose  flag  it  carries,  and  consequently  a  violation  of  the  immu¬ 
nity  which  allows  a  foreign  sovereign  to  exercise  jurisdiction.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  recall  the  energy  with  which,  on  all  occasions,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  defended  this  immunity  and 
the  right  of  asylum. 

Hot  wishing  to  enter  into  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  question  raised 
by  the  capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  I  have  said  enough,  I 
think,  to  show  that  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  would  be  aware  that  it 
could  not,  without  violation  of  the  principles  for  which  all  the  neutral 
powers  are  equally  interested  in  securing  respect,  and  without  placing 
itself  in  contradiction  to  its  own  conduct  up  to  this  time,  give  approval 
to  the  action  of  the  commander  of  tlie  San  Jacinto.  In  this  state  of 
aflairs  it  should  not  hesitate,  according  to  our  opinion,  as  to  the 
decision  to  adopt.  Lord  Lyons  has  already  been  instructed  to  present 
demands  for  satisfaction  from  the  English  Government,  which,  as 
formulated,  consist  in  asking  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  persons 
taken  from  the  Trent ,  and  in  making  such  explanations  as  will  efface 
from  this  act  the  offense  done  to  the  British  flag. 

The  Federal  Government  will  be  inspired  by  a  just  and  high-minded 
sentiment  in  complying  with  these  demands.  It  is  impossible  to  con¬ 
ceive  to  what  end  or  for  what  interest  it  would  risk  provoking  by  a 
different  attitude  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain.  Seeing  in  such  an  act 
only  a  deplorable  complication  of  all  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Cabinet  of  Washington  has  already  to  contend,  and  a  precedent  of  a 
nature  to  seriously  unsettle  all  the  powers  remaining  outside  the 
actual  conflict,  we  desire  to  give  proof  of  our  loyal  friendship  for  the 
Cabinet  of  Washington  by  not  allowing  it  to  remain  in  ignorance  of 
our  views  on  this  subject.  I  desire  you.  sir,  to  take  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  speak  candidly  to  Mr.  Seward,  and,  if  he  so  desire,  give  him 
a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 

Receive,  etc., 

Thouvenel. 

M.  Mercier. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office  [London],  December  6,  1861. 

Mv  Lord:  Count  Flahault  read  to  me  to  day  a  dispatch  addressed 
to  him  by  M.  Thouvenel,  covering  one  from  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Mer¬ 
cier.  In  this  letter  M.  Thouvenel  reviews  with  great  ability  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  captures  on  board  the  Trent,  lie  begins  by  saying  that 
the  transaction  appeared  to  be  so  much  at  variance  with  the  ordinary 
rules  of  international  law  that  the  impression  on  public  opinion  in 
France  was  that  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  could  alone  be 
responsible  for  it.  If,  however,  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  should  be 
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disposed  to  approve  the  conduct  of  that  officer,  it  could  do  so  only  on 
one  or  other  of  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  being  enemies 
or  being  rebels,  and  in  either  case  it  would  depart  greatly  from  those 
principles  on  which  hitherto  France  and  the  United  States  had  been 
agreed. 

As  regards  the  former  case,  that,  namely,  of  the  two  gentlemen 
being  considered  enemies,  the  United  States  in  their  treaties  with 
France  had  recognized  that  the  freedom  of  the  flag  extended  to  all  per¬ 
sons,  except  military  or  naval  officers  actually  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  found  under  it;  and  according  to  this  principle  Mr.  Mason  and 
Mr.  Slidell  were  free  under  the  neutral  flag  of  England. 

Neither  could  those  gentlemen  be  deemed  contraband  ot  war,  for 
although  no  general  rule  as  to  contraband  was  universally  admitted, 
the  character  of  persons  liable  to  be  considered  as  contraband  was,  at 
all  events,  clearly  defined,  and  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  did  not  bear 
that  character. 

Then,  again,  as  regards  the  allegation  that  they  were  bearers  of  dis¬ 
patches  of  the  enemy,  the  conduct  ot  the  U.  S.  cruiser  was  wholly 
unjustifiable.  The  Trent  was  not  destined  for  a  port  of  either  of 
the  belligerents;  she  was  on  her  voyage  to  a  neutral  country,  with 
cargo  and  passengers  which  she  had  embarked  in  a  neutral  country; 
anti  if  it  were  assumed  that  under  such  circumstances  the  neutral  flag 
did  not  protect  the  passengers  and  cargo,  the  immunity  of  that  flag 
would  be  an  idle  word,  and  restrictions  wholly  inadmissible  according 
to  the  principles  of  modern  times  would  thereby  be  imposed  on  the  free¬ 
dom  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

As  regards  the  latter  case,  that,  namely,  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Sli 
dell  being  considered  rebels,  M.  T'nouvenel  observes  that  neither  in  this 
case  wras  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  San  Jacinto  justifiable, 
for  he  will  have  disregarded  the  received  principle  that  a  vessel  forms 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  state  whose  flag  it  bears,  and  is  therefore 
exempt  from  foreign  jurisdiction. 

Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Thouvenel  considers  it  impossible 
that  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  should  approve  the  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  San  Jacinto ,  and  accordingly,  in  his  opinion,  it  can  not 
hesitate  as  to  the  decision  which  it  should  adopt.  It  should  acquiesce 
in  the  demand  which  Lord  Lyons  was  instructed  to  make  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  liberation  of  the  two  gentlemen,  and  for  such  explanation  as  may 
efface  the  offense  done  to  the  British  flag.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive 
what  object  or  interest  it  could  have  in  provoking  by  a  different  course 
a  rupture  with  Great  Britain.  Such  a  rupture  France  would  consider 
not  only  as  lamentable  with  reference  to  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
Cabinet  of  Washington  has  already  to  contend,  but  also  as  establish¬ 
ing  a  \>recedent  calculated  seriously  to  disquiet  all  powers  who  are 
standing  aloof  from  the  conflict  now  going  on;  and  M.  Thouvenel  con¬ 
siders  that  he  is  now  furnishing  a  fresh  proof  of  the  friendship  of  France 
for  the  United  States  by  not  allowing  the  Cabinet  of  Washington  to 
remain  in  ignorance  of  her  sentiments  on  the  present  crisis. 

Your  lordship  will  perceive  from  this  summary,  which  I  am  enabled 
to  give  you,  of  the  instructions  addressed  by  M.  Thouvenel  to  M.  Mer- 
cier,  that  the  French  minister  is  directed  to  give  the  moral  support  of 
his  Government  to  the  representations  and  requirements  which  you  are 
instructed  to  make. 

I  am,  etc., 


Lord  Lyons. 


Russell. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell 
[Extract.] 

Washington,  November  22, 1861.  (Received  December  7.) 

I  transmit  to  your  lordship  herewith  copies  of  the  articles  on  the 
capture  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  which  have  been  published  in 
the  principal  newspapers  since  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  my 
dispatch  of  the  19th  ultimo.  To  a  person  accustomed  to  the  strong 
language  of  the  American  press  these  articles  appear  moderate  and 
eveu  subdued  in  tone.  At  all  events,  the  line  taken  by  the  greater  part 
of  the  newspapers  is  rather  to  argue  that  Great  Britain  has  not  the 
right  to  complain,  and  therefore  will  not  do  so,  than  to  defy  her  to  make 
objection,  right  or  wrong.  I  wish  I  could  add  that  the  argument  was 
generally  carried  on  in  courteous  language  or  in  a  friendly  spirit. 

Your  lordship  may  observe  in  several  of  the  enclosed  extracts  from 
the  American  newspapers  assertions  concerning  language  stated  to 
have  been  held  by  me  in  private  conversation.  These  assertions  are 
entirely  without  foundation.  I  have  avoided  the  subject  of  the  capture 
on  board  the  Trent  as  much  as  possible,  and  have  said  no  more  than 
that  it  is  an  untoward  eventwhich  I  very  much  regret.  I  have,  neither 
publicly  nor  privately,  expressed  any  opinion  whatever  on  the  question 
of  international  lawq  or  on  the  course  likely  to  be  taken  by  her  Maj¬ 
esty’s  Government.  I  have  had  no  communication  on  the  subject, 
verbal  or  written,  official  or  private,  with  any  member  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  with  their  secretaries,  Messrs.  Macfar- 
land  and  Eustis,  have  been  sent  to  Fort  Warren,  in  Boston  harbor. 

Lyons. 

Earl  Russell. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Bussell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  December  3 , 1861.  (Received  December  16.) 

The  second  session  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  of  the  United 
States  began  yesterday  at  noon.  The  business  done  in  the  Senate  was 
of  a  merely  formal  character.  In  the  House  of  Representatives  several 
motions  were  made  for  the  confiscation  or  emancipation  of  slaves  whose 
masters  are  not  loyal  to  the  United  States. 

Resolutions  requesting  the  President  to  confine  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr. 
Slidell  in  felons’  cells  and  treat  them  as  prisoners  convicted  of  infa¬ 
mous  crimes  were  unanimously  adopted  with  applause.  Your  lordship 
is  aware  that  in  retaliation  for  the  treatment  to  which  the  crews  of  the 
captured  Confederate  privateers  have  been  subjected,  President  Davis 
has  treated  in  the  same  manner  an  equal  number  of  the  prisoners  of 
war  who  are  in  his  hands. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Wilkes  for  his  brave,  adroit,  and  patriotic  conduct  in  arresting  and 
detaining  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell. 

The  authentic  account  of  the  proceedings  will  not  be  published  in 
time  for  me  to  transmit  a  copy  to  your  lordship  to-day. 

Lyons. 


Earl  Russell. 
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Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  December  19, 1861. 

My  Lord:  Mr.  Adams  came  to  me  to-day,  at  the  Foreign  Office,  at 
3  o’clock.  He  said  he  came  to  ask  two  questions  which  concerned  him¬ 
self  personally.  I  interrupted  him  to  ask  whether  what  he  was  going 
to  say  was  by  order  of  his  Government  or  from  his  own  sense  ot  what 
he  ought  to  do.  Mr.  Adams  answered  that  the  proceeding  was  entirely 
his  own,  but  that  he  had  with  him  a  dispatch  trom  Mr.  Seward  which 
he  was  authorized  to  read  to  me  if  he  should  think  tit  to  do  so.  it 
appeared,  he  said,  from  that  dispatch  that  the  Government  ot  Wash¬ 
ington  had  not  authorized  the  capture  of  two  insurgents,  Mason  and 
Slidell,  and  that  the  United  States  Government  stood  quite  uncom¬ 
mitted  at  the  time  of  sending  the  dispatch. 

1  said  that  if  the  dispatch  did  not  enter  into  any  controversy  with 
regard  to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  I  should  be  glad  to 
hear  it  read.  Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded  to  read  the  dispatch.  It 
commenced  by  referring  with  approbation  to  a  speech  made  by  Mr. 
Adams  at  the  Mansion  House,  and  proceeded  to  notice  with  gratifica¬ 
tion  the  sentiments  which  had  been  expressed  by  Lord  Palmerston  in 
a  conversation  he  had  held  with  Mr.  Adams  in  reference  to  the  James 
Adger. 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  American  Government 
value  highly  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain,  and  lament  that  certain 
causes  of  difference  have  arisen,  owing,  as  Mr.  Seward  imagines,  to 
the  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  a  friendly  power  during  the 
struggle  in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged.  Mr.  Seward  gives 
as  instance  the  case  of  communication  to  the  Confederate  authorities 
by  Mr.  Bunch;  the  admission  of  the  Sumter,  privateer,  to  purchase 
coal  and  provisions  at  Trinidad,  in  distinction,  as  he  said,  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  every  European  state;  and  the  arrival  in  the  Southern  States 
of  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  England. 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  the  case  of  the  Trent,  from  which  ship 
the  two  insurgents  had  been  taken.  He  affirms  that  no  instructions 
were  given  to  Captain  Wilkes  which,  authorized  him  to  act  in  the  man¬ 
ner  he  had  done.  Neither  had  the  United  States  Government  com¬ 
mitted  itself  with  regard  to  any  decision  upon  the  character  of  that 
act.  The  Government  would  wait  for  any  representation  the  British 
Government  might  make  before  coming  to  any  positive  decision.  He 
desires  that,  if  Mr.  Adams  shall  think  it  desirable,  this  dispatch  shall 
be  read  to  me  and  also  to  Lord  Palmerston. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Adams,  I  touched  upon  most  of  the  points  treated 
of  in  the  dispatch.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary,  however,  to  recur  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch. 

With  regard  to  the  Confederate  privateer,  I  said  that  I  could  not  see 
that  our  conduct  had  been  different  from  that  of  France  and  Holland 
or  of  Spain.  The  Sumter  had  been  refused  coal  from  the  Government 
stores  at  Trinidad,  but  had  been  allowed  to  get  coal  and  provisions 
from  private  merchants.  The  same  thing  had  taken  place  at  Marti¬ 
nique  and  at  Curasao.  I  did  find  that  the  rule  of  twenty-four  hours 
had  been  observed  in  practice,  but  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in 
coming  to  an  agreement  on  this  point. 

In  regard  to  the  export  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  Confederate 
States,  I  had  lately  read  the  opinion  of  the  attorney-general,  and 
believed  it  was  in  entire  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  foreign- 
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enlistment  act;  warlike  equipment  of  a  vessel  was  prohibited,  the 
ioading  a  vessel  with  arms  and  ammunition  was  not  prohibited.  But 
n  point  of  fact,  a  much  greater  amount  of  arms  and  ammunition  had 
been  sent  to  the  Federal  States,  where  there  was  no  obstacle  to  the 
export  or  the  import,  than  to  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States,  which 
were  blockaded.  Mr.  Adams  admitted  this  to  be  the  fact,  and  said  he 
had  refrained  from  pressing  a  more  rigorous  compliance  with  the  for¬ 
eign-enlistment  act  for  this  reason. 


I  then  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  the  substance  of  the  two  dispatches  I 
had  written  to  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject  of  the  Trent. 

I  told  him  that  in  a  private  letter  I  had  directed  Lord  Lyous  to  talk 
the  matter  over  with  Mr.  Seward  two  days  before  reading  to  him  the  dis¬ 
patch.  Mr.  Adams  asked  whether  the  direction  to  Lord  Lyons  to  leave 
Washington  in  seven  days  was  in  the  dispatch  to  be  read.  1  said  it 
was  not,  and  thatin  case  Mr.  Seward  should  ask  what  would  be  theconse- 
quence  of  a  refusal  on  his  part  to  comply  with  our  conditions,  Lord 
Lyons  was  to  decline  to  answer  that  question  in  order  not  to  have  the 
appearance  of  a  threat.  I  said  that  I  thought  the  explanation  that 
the  Government  had  not  authorized  the  seizure  would  stand  in  the 
place  of  an  apology. 

But  the  essential  condition  was,  that  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell 
should  be  given  up  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  if  the  matter  was  stated  to  Mr.  Seward  in  the 
manner  I  had  explained,  he  hoped  for  an  amicable  termination  of  the 
difference;  he  thought  that  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
insisted  on  maintaining  the  act  of  Captain  Wilkes,  the  United  States 
would  be  abandoning  their  doctrine  and  adopting  ours. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  me  a  further  question,  which  he  said  I  might 
decline  to  answer;  it  was  whether,  if  Lord  Lyons  came  away,  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war  would  be  the  immediate  consequence.  I  told  him  nothing 
was  decided  on  that  point;  we  should  wait  for  the  reply  from  America, 
and  then  decide  upon  our  course.  I  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  the  substance 
of  M.  Thouvenel’s  dispatch  to  M.  Mercier  as  I  had  heard  from  M.  Fla- 
hault.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  French  Government  had  always  been 
very  consistent  in  their  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  neutrals.  He 
added  that  he  could  not  pay  our  Government  the  same  compliment. 

I  said  that  I  would  dispense  with  compliments  if  this  matter  could 
be  amicably  arranged. 

We  parted  on  very  friendly  terms. 

I  am,  etc., 

Bussell. 


Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 


Washington,  December  9,  1861.  (Received  December  23.) 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Wilkes,  dated  the  30th  of  November, 
which  has  been  published  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  paragraph  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason 
and  Slidell  which  occurs  in  the  report  from  the  same  secretary  sent 
to  Congress  with  the  President’s  message. 


See  ante,  page  148. 
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It  expresses  ‘‘emphatic  approval”  of  the  proceeding,  but  says  that 
the  forbearance  shown  in  not  capturing  the  vessel  must  not  be  permitted 
to  constitute  a  precedent. 

I  have,  etc., 

Lyons. 


Earl  Russell. 


Count  Rechberg  to  M.  de  Hulsemann.  (Communicated  to  Earl  Russell  by  Count 

Apponyi  December  24.) 


[Confidential.] 

Vienna,  December  18,  1861. 


The  difference  that  has  occurred  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  as  the  result  of  the  arrest  of 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  made  by  the  captain  of  the  American  man- 
of-war  San  Jacinto  on  the  English  packet  Trent,  has  not  failed  to  claim 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Imperial  cabinet. 

The  greater  the  importance  we  attach  to  the  maintenance  of  friendly 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  England  the  more  we  have 
cause  to  regret  the  occurrence  of  an  incident  which  adds  so  grave  a 
complication  to  a  situation  already  harassed  with  difficulties. 

Without  having  the  intention  of  now  entering  into  the  examination 
of  the  right,  we  can  not  fail  to  recognize  that,  according  to  the  ideas  of 
international  law  adopted  by  all  the  powers,  and  which  the  American 
Government  itself  has  often  taken  for  its  rule  of  conduct,  England 
can  not  possibly  avoid,  in  the  present  case,  protesting  against  the 
insult  done  to  her  flag  and  asking  for  it  a  just  reparation.  There  seems 
to  us  in  the  demands  presented  on  this  subject  by  the  cabiuet  of  St. 
James  nothing  that  can  give  offense  to  the  Cabinet  of  Washington,  and 
that  the  latter  will  be  able  to  act  with  fairness  and  moderation  without 
sacrificing  its  dignity  in  the  least. 

Being  governed  by  the  rules  which  guide  international  relations  as 
well  as  the  considerations  of  an  enlightened  policy,  rather  than  mani¬ 
festations  produced  by  an  excessive  excitement  of  national  feeling,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  we  hope,  will  give  to  its  delibera¬ 
tions  the  dispassionate  consideration  demanded  by  the  gravity  of  the 
case  and  will  deem  it  advisable  to  take  a  stand  which,  by  preventing  a 
rupture  of  the  relations  existing  between  two  great  states  to  whom 
Austria  is  equally  bound  by  friendly  ties,  will  be  calculated  to  avert 
the  grave  agitations  which  the  contingency  of  war  can  not  fail  to  bring 
with  it,  as  much  for  the  contending  parties  as  for  the  interests  of  the 
whole  world. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  bring  the  foregoing  considerations  to  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Seward  and  inform  us  how  our  communication  is  received  by 
the  minister. 

Receive,  etc., 


M.  de  Hulsemann. 


Rechberg. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  December  13, 1861. 

(Received  December  26.) 

It  is  asserted  in  the  report  from  Captain  Wilkes  that  Mr.  Mason  and 
Mr.  Slidell  “had  been  presented  to  the  captain -general  of  Cuba  by  her 
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Britannic  Majesty’s  consul-general.”  The  same  assertion  had  appeared 
previously  in  most  ot  the  American  newspapers.  Having  received, 
yesterday,  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Crawford,  the  consul-general,  directly 
contradicting  it,  I  thought  it  desirable  to  inform  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  officially  that  it  was  erroneous.  I  accordingly 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Seward,  of  which  and  of  the  dispatch  from 
Mr.  Crawford  upon  which  it  was  founded  I  do  myself  the  honor  to 
enclose  copies. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  just 
received  from  Mr.  Seward,  in  which  he  thanks  me  for  contradicting 
the  assertion  concerning  Mr.  Crawford,  and  states  that  my  promptness 
in  doing  so  is  a.  new  and  gratifying  proof  of  my  desire  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  harmonious  relations  between  the  British  and  American  gov¬ 
ernments. 

Lyons. 

Earl  Bussell. 

[Enclosure  1.] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Washington,  December  12 , 1861. 

Sir:  A  letter  has  been  published  in  the  newspapers  which  purports 
to  have  been  addressed  on  the  16tli  of  November  last,  by  Captain  Wilkes, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  contains 
the  following  statement: 


They  (Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell)  had  been  presented  to  the  captain-general  of 
Cuba  by  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul-general. 


The  writer  of  the  letter  appears  to  have  been  misinformed.  I  am  able 
to  contradict  the  statement  on  t'he  authority  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  consul- 
general  himself.  In  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  from  him  to  day 
lie  declares  officially  with  reference  to  assertions  to  the  same  effect 
made  in  American  newspapers  that  he  neither  presented  nor  accom¬ 
panied  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  to  the  captain-general. 

I  have,  etc., 

Lyons. 


W.  H.  Seward,  Esq. 


[Enclosure  2.] 

Consul-General  Crawford  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Havana,  December  2 ,  1861. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  seen  in  the  American  papers  a  statement  which, 
as  published  by  a  press  so  infamous  as  that  of  the  United  States  has 
become,  I  consider  wholly  unworthy  of  my  notice;  but  under  present 
circumstances,  as  much  importance  appears  to  attach  to  the  false  infor¬ 
mation  that  has  been  given  respecting  me  in  connection  with  Messrs. 
Slidell  and  Mason,  I  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  your  lordship  that 
I  neither  presented  nor  accompanied  those  gentlemen  to  the  captain- 
general,  in  uniform  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Slidell  is  an  acquaintance  of  mine  since  1825,  and  Mr.  Mason’s 
brother  was  my  very  intimate  friend  when  he  was  secretary  to  the 
U.  S.  legation  in  Mexico,  under  Mr.  Poinsett,  long  ago.  1  certainly  did 
myself  the  pleasure  of  calling  on  those  gentlemen,  as  strangers,  and 
showed  them  such  civilities  as  were  in  my  power,  but  I  never  thought 
of  rendering  them  any  official  services.  I  presume  they  were  fully 
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aware  that  had  they  needed  any  such  assistance  I  could  not  have  given 
it,  and  none  was  ever  applied  for. 

I  have,  etc., 

Jos.  T.  Crawford. 

Lord  Lyons. 

[Enclosure  3.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 


W ashington,  December  13,  1861. 

My  Lord:  I  thank  your  lordship  for  your  note  of  the  12th  instant, 
contradicting,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Crawford,  her  Britannic  Maj¬ 
esty’s  consul-general  at  Havana,  the  report  that  that  gentleman  had 
presented  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  to  his  Excellency  the  governor- 
general  of  Cuba. 

This  prompt  proceeding  on  your  part  to  remove  what  might  have 
been  a  subject  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  this  Government  with  your 
own  is  a  new  and  gratifying  proof  of  your  lordship’s  desire  for  the 
preservation  of  harmonious  relations  between  the  governments  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty  and  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that,  although  I  have  received 
from  our  consulate  at  Havana  some  complaints  founded  on  reports  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Crawford  unjust  towards  the  United 
States,  I  have  refrained  from  entertaining  them  in  the  absence  of  some 
authentic  and  reliable  evidence. 

I  have,  etc., 


W.  H.  Seward. 


Lord  Lyons. 


The  Secretary  of  the  [ British ]  admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 


Admiralty  [London],  December  27, 1861. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  transmit  herewith  for  the  information  of  Earl  Bussell  a  copy  of  the 
protest  made  by  the  master  of  the  royal  mail  steamer  Trent  before  her 
Majesty’s  consul  at  St.  Thomas  on  the  14tli  ultimo,  against  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  captain  of  the  U.  S.  ship  of  war  San  Jacinto ,  in  forcibly 
removing  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  the  commissioners  from  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  with  their  secretaries,  from  on  board  the 
Trent. 


I  am,  etc., 

E.  Hammond,  Esq. 

[Enclosure.] 


C.  Paget. 


protest. 


Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Consulate, 

St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies. 

Be  it  known  that  on  this  14th  of  November,  1861,  before  me,  Bobert 
Boyd  Lamb,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul  in  the  island  of  St. 
Thomas,  personally  appeared  James  Moir,  master  of  the  steam  shin 
Trent,  of  London,  of  the  burden  of  1,856  tons  or  thereabouts,  and 
entered  a  protest  declaring  as  follows: 

That  he  sailed  in  the  said  steamship  Trent  from  Havana,  under  con¬ 
tract  with  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government  as  a  mail  packet,  bound 
for  St.  Thomas,  with  her  Majesty’s  mails,  under  charge  of  Commander 
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Richard  Williams,  of  her  Majesty’s  navy,  60-odd  passengers,  $1,500,000 
in  specie,  and  a  valuable  cargo,  on  the  7th  instant,  at  8  a.  m. 

That  nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  succeeding  day,  8th  instant, 
at  about  meridian,  when  the  ship  was  in  the  narrow  part  of  the 
Bahama  Channel,  approaching  the  Paredon  Grande  light  house,  the 
coast  of  Cuba  distant  about  5  miles,  a  steamer  having  the  appearance 
of  a  man-of-war,  but  not  showing  any  colors,  was  observed  ahead 
liove  to.  That  the  British  ensign  was  immediately  hoisted  on  board 
the  Trent. ,  with  the  royal  mail  company’s  distinguishing  flag  at  the 
main,  and  on  approaching  the  vessel  ahead,  which  still  showed  no  colors, 
at  1:05  p.  m.  she  tired  a  round  shot  across  the  Irent’s  bows,  and  then 
hoisted  American  colors,  when  the  Trends  engines  were  immediately 
slowed,  and  while  she  was  approaching  the  American  vessel  a  shell 
was  discharged  from  the  latter’s  pivot  gun  across  the  Trent’s  bows, 
which  burst  half  a  cable’s  length  ahead  of  her;  the  Trent’s  engines 
were  then  stopped,  when  she  was  hailed  by  an  officer  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  vessel  and  ordered  to  heave  to.  A  boat  from  her  then  came  on 
board  with  armed  boat’s  crew  and  an  armed  guard  of  marines,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  officer  in  the  uniform  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  who  stated  that 
the  ship  was  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  San  Jacinto ,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Wilkes,  and  demanded  a  list  of  the  passengers  on  board,  which 
demand  the  master  of  the  Trent  refused  to  comply  with,  on  which 
refusal  a  further  force  was  sent  for  from  the  San  Jacinto ,  and  two  more 
boats  with  armed  marines  and  armed  boat’s  crews  came  on  board  the 
Trent. 

That  the  same  officer  then  stated  that  he  had  orders,  whatever  might 
be  the  consequence,  to  arrest  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  Macfarland,  and 
Eustis,  who  he  knew  were  on  board  the  ship.  He  was  then  asked  by 
the  master  of  the  Trent  what  would  be  his  course  in  case  of  a  refusal 
to  give  up  these  parties,  to  which  he  replied  that  his  orders  were  to 
take  the  ship  in  case  of  necessity.  He  was  then  informed  by  the  master 
of  the  Trent  that  the  passengers  would  not  be  given  up  unless  such 
force  was  used  as  could  not  be  resisted;  on  which  Mr.  Slidell  stepped 
forward  and  informed  the  officer  of  the  San  Jacinto  that  the  parties  be 
demanded  were  before  him  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag,  and, 
claiming  same,  they  would  not  consent  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ship  except 
by  force  of  arms.  They  were  then  seized  by  order  of  the  United  States 
officers,  and,  after  being  allowed  a  short  time  to  collect  some  necessaries 
and  separate  themselves  from  their  families,  they  were  forcibly  dragged 
out  of  the  ship  by  the  armed  force,  notwithstanding  the  strong  and 
repeated  protest  by  the  master  of  the  Trent  and  Commander  Williams 
against  an  act  of  hostility  and  violence  committed  on  a  vessel  carrying 
the  British  flag  by  a  ship  of  war  of  a  nation  on  terms  of  peace  and 
amity  with  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  Government;  to  which  protest  the 
officer  of  San  Jacinto  replied  that  he  was  obeying  his  orders  to  effect 
the  arrest  at  all  hazards. 

That  from  the  time  the  first  boat  was  sent  to  the  Trent  the  San 
Jacinto  lay  on  the  port  beam,  about  200  yards  off,  with  her  ports  open, 
her  guns  (seven  broadsideiron  pivot)  run  out,  tompions  out,  and  crew  at 
quarters.  That  the  American  officer,  before  leaving  the  Trent,  made  a 
further  demand  that  the  commander  of  Trent  should  proceed  on  board 
the  San  Jacinto,  to  which  the  reply  was  made  that  he  would  not  leave 
the  ship  unless  taken  out  by  force  of  arms;  against  all  of  which  illegal, 
hostile,  and  piratical  acts,  as  before  detailed,  the  said  James  Moir,  on 
his  own  behalf  as  a  British  subject  commanding  a  British  ship  engaged 
in  the  postal  service  of  Her  Majesty,  and  on  behalf  of  all  others  whom 
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it  may  concern,  did  declare  to  protest,  as  by  these  presents  hedoth 
solemnly  protest,  against  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  officers 
and  governments,  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  said  illegal  and. 
hostile  acts,  holding  them  liable  tor  all  losses,  damages,  and  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  same.  And  I,  the  said  consul,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
James  Moir,  master  of  the  said  ship  Trent ,  do  hereby  solemnly  protest 
against  the  same  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

This  done,  etc.,  at  the  port  of  St.  Thomas. 

James  Mom, 
Master ,  11.  M.  S.  Trent. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Jiarl  Russell. 


Washington,  December  19, 1861. 

(Received  January  1,  1862.) 

My  Lord:  The  messenger,  Seymour,  delivered  to  me  at  half-past 
11  o’clock  last  night  your  lordship’s  dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo,  speci¬ 
fying  the  reparation  required  by  lier  Majesty’s  Government  for  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Mason  aud  Mr.  Slidell  and  their  secretaries  on  board 
the  royal  mail  steamer  Trent. 

I  waited  on  Mr.  Seward  this  afternoon  at  the  State  Department,  and 
acquainted  him  in  general  terms  with  the  tenor  of  that  dispatch.  1 
stated  in  particular,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  your  lordship’s  words, 
that  the  only  redress  which  could  satisfy  her  Majesty’s  Government 
and  her  Majesty’s  people  would  be  the  immediate  delivery  of  the 
prisoners  to  me,  in  order  that  they  might  again  be  placed  under 
British  protection,  and,  moreover,  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression 
which  had  been  committed. 

I  added  that  her  Majesty’s  Government  hoped  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  would  of  its  own  accord  otter  this  repara¬ 
tion  ;  that  it  was  in  order  to  facilitate  such  an  arrangement  that  1  had 
come  to  him  without  any  written  demand,  or  even  any  written  paper 
at  all  in  my  hand;  in  that  if  there  was  a  prospect  of  attaining  this 
object  I  was  willing  to  be  guided  by  him  as  to  the  conduct  on  my  part 
which  would  render  its  attainment  most  easy. 

Mr.  Seward  received  my  communication  seriously  and  with  dignity, 
but  without  any  manifestation  of  dissatisfaction.  Some  further  con¬ 
versation  ensued  in  consequence  of  questions  put  by  him,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  the  exact  character  of  the  dispatch.  At  the  conclusion 
he  asked  me  to  give  him  to-morrow  to  consider  the  question  and  to 
communicate  with  the  President.  On  the  day  after  he  should,  he  said, 
be  ready  to  express  an  opinion  with  respect  to  the  communication  I 
had  made.  In  the  meantime  he  begged  me  to  be  assured  that  he  was 
very  sensible  of  the  friendly  and  conciliatory  manner  in  which  I  had 
made  it. 

I  have,  etc., 


Earl  Bussell. 


Lyons. 


Count  Bernstorff  to  Baron  Gerolt.  (Communicated  to  Earl  Russell  by  Count  Branden-, 

burg  January  2,  1862.) 


[Translation.] 

Berlin,  December  25,  1861. 

M.  Le  Baron  :  The  maritime  operations  undertaken  by  President 
Lincoln  against  the  Southern  seceding  Status  could  not  from  their  very 
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commencement  but  till  the  King’s  Government  with  apprehensions  lest 
they  should  result  in  possible  prejudice  to  the  legitimate  interests  of 
neutral  powers. 

These  apprehensions  have  unfortunately  been  fully  justified  by  the 
forcible  seizure  on  board  the  neutral  mail  packet  the  Trent,  and  the 
abduction  therefrom  of  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  by  the  commander 
of  the  U.  S.  man-of-war  the  San  Jacinto. 

This  occurrence,  as  you  can  well  imagine,  has  produced  in  England 
and  throughout  Europe  the  most  profound  sensation,  and  thrown  not 
cabinets  only,  but  also  public  opinion,  into  a  state  of  the  most  excited 
expectation.  For,  although  at  present  it  is  England  only  which  is 
immediately  concerned  in  the  matter,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  important  and  universally  recognized  rights  of  the  neutral 
dag  which  has  been  called  into  question. 

I  need  not  here  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  legal  side  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Public  opinion  in  Europe  has,  with  singular  unanimity,  pro¬ 
nounced  in  the  most  positive  manner  for  the  injured  party.  As  far  as 
we  are  concerned  we  have  hitherto  abstained  from  expressing  ourselves 
to  you  upon  the  subject,  because  in  the  absence  of  any  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  we  were  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  captain  of  the  San  Jacinto 
in  the  course  taken  by  him  had  been  acting  under  orders  from  his 
Government  or  not.  Even  now  we  prefer  to  assume  that  the  latter 
was  the  case.  Should  the  former  supposition,  however,  turn  out  to 
be  the  correct  one,  we  should  consider  ourselves  under  the  necessity 
of  attributing  greater  importance  to  the  occurrence,  and  to  our 
great  regret  we  should  find  ourselves  constrained  to  see  in  it  not  an 
isolated  fact,  but  a  public  menace  offered  to  the  existing  rights  of  all 
neutrals. 

We  have  as  yet  no  certain  information  as  to  the  demands  made  by 
England  to  the  American  Cabinet,  upon  the  acceptance  of  which  the 
maintenance  of  peace  appears  to  depend.  As  far,  however,  as  our 
information  reaches  on  the  subject  we  are  convinced  that  no  conditions 
have  been  put  forward  by  the  British  Government  which  could  justly 
offend  President  Lincoln’s  sense  of  honor. 

His  Majesty  the  King,  filled  with  the  most  ardent  wishes  for  the 
welfare  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  has  commanded  me  to 
advocate  the  cause  of  peace  with  President  Lincoln,  through  your 
instrumentality,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  We  should  reckon  our¬ 
selves  fortunate  if  we  could  in  this  wise  succeed  in  facilitating  the 
peaceful  solution  of  a  conflict  from  which  the  greatest  dangers  might 
arise.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  President  has  already  taken 
his  decision  and  announced  it.  Whatever  that  decision  may  be,  the 
King’s  Government,  when  they  reflect  upon  the  uninterrupted  rela¬ 
tions  of  friendship  and  amity  which  have  existed  between  Prussia 
and  the  United  States  ever  since  the  latter  were  founded,  will  derive 
satisfaction  from  the  thought  of  having  laid  with  the  most  unreserved 
candor  their  views  of  this  occurrence  before  the  Cabinet  of  Washing¬ 
ton  and  expressed  the  wishes  which  they  entertain  in  connection 
with  it. 

You  will  read  this  dispatch  without  delay  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  foreign  affairs,  and  should  he  desire  it  you  will  give  him  a  copy  of 
it.  I  shall  await  your  report  upon  the  instructions  contained  in  this 
dispatch,  and  I  avail,  etc. 

Bernstorff. 


Baron  Gerolt. 
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Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  January  4,  1862. 


My  Lord:  On  Tuesday  last  Count  Brandenburg  called  upon  me  at 
the  foreign  office  and  read  to  me  a  dispatch  of  Count  Berustorff  on 
the  subject  of  the  Trent  affair.  The  Prussian  Government  unequivo¬ 
cally  condemn  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wilkes,  and  express  a  hope  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  will  comply  with  the  proposals  of 
her  Majesty’s  Government.  I  will  send  you  by  the  next  mail  a  copy 
of  this  dispatch. 

At  a  later  hour  Baron  Brunnow  called  upon  me  and  read  me  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Prince  Gortschakoff,  equally  positive  in  con¬ 
demnation  of  Captain  Wilkes,  and  equally  confident  of  the  justice  of 
our  request  for  reparation. 

I  am,  etc., 


Bussell. 


Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 


Washington,  December  23,1861. 

(Beceived  January  7,  1862.) 

My  Lord:  In  conformity  with  the  understanding  to  which  I  came 
with  Mr.  Seward  on  the  19th  instant,  I  waited  upon  him  the  day  before 
yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  to  him  your  lordship’s  dispatch 
of  the  30th  ultimo  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr 
Slidell  and  their  secretaries  on  board  the  Trent. 

On  presenting  myself,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  he  had  occupied  himself 
as  unremittingly  as  the  great  amount  of  business  he  had  to  transact 
allowed  in  studying  the  question.  He  would  confess  that  he  had  not 
yet  completely  mastered  it.  He  would  not  make  me  a  formal  request 
to  postpone  the  communication  of  your  lordship’s  dispatch,  but  he 
would  say  that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  him  personally,  and 
a  great  advantage  in  all  respects,  if  I  would  consent  to  do  so.  The 
next  day  was  Sunday.  Could  I  not  defer  the  communication  until 
Monday? 

I  answered  that  I  would,  as  he  wished  it,  put  off  reading  the  dispatch 
to  him  till  Monday,  provided  he  would  fix  an  early  hour  for  receiving 
me  on  that  day.  I  should,  I  said,  be  obliged  to  send  off  my  messenger 
with  dispatches  for  your  lordship  on  Monday  afternoon.  It  was  impos¬ 
sible  that  I  could  allow  another  packet  to  sail  without  reporting  to  your 
lordship  that  I  had  executed  your  orders.  Mr.  Seward  promised  to 
receive  me  as  early  as  10  o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 

I  accordingly  went  to  him  soon  after  that  hour  this  (Monday)  morn¬ 
ing,  read  the  dispatch  to  him,  and  at  his  request  left  with  him  a  copy 
of  it.  He  said  that  he  would  immediately  lay  it  before  the  President, 
and  that  I  should  without  delay  receive  a  communication  with  regard 
to  it. 

I  have,  etc., 

Lyons. 

Earl  Bussell. 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

•  Washington,  December  27, 1861. 

(Received  January  9,  1862.) 

The  day  before  yesterday  M.  Mercier  received  the  dispatch  from  M. 
Thouvenel  which  was  read  to  your  lordship  by  Count  Flahault  ou  the 
Gth  instant.  He  immediately  carried  it  to  the  State  Department,  and 
on  being  informed  that  Mr.  Seward  was  at  a  Cabinet  council,  requested 
the  Assistant  Secretary  to  seud  it  into  the  council  room  without  delay. 

M.  Mercier  has  throughout  displayed  great  alacrity  and  good  will, 
and  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  express  an  opinion  on  that  point  also)  excel¬ 
lent  judgment  in  giving  the  moral  support  of  France  to  the  demands  of 
her  Majesty’s  Government. 

Lyons. 

Earl  Russell. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 


Washington,  December  27,  1861. 

(Received  January  9,  1862.) 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have 
this  morning  received  from  Mr.  Seward,  in  answer  to  your  lordship’s 
dispatch  of  the  30th  of  last  month,  relative  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Macfarland,  and  Mr.  Eustis  from  the  British  mail 
packet  Trent. 

The  note  contains  a  very  long  and  very  elaborate  dissertation  on  the 
questions  of  international  law  involved  in  the  case.  I  have  not  time 
before  departure  of  the  messenger  to  weigh  the  arguments  or  to  estimate 
precisely  the  force  of  the  expressions  used;  but  as  Mr.  Seward  admits 
that  reparation  is  due  to  Great  Britain  and  consents  to  deliver  the 
four  prisoners  to  me,  I  consider  that  the  demands  of  her  Majesty’s 
Government  are  so  far  substantially  complied  with  that  it  is  my  duty, 
in  obedience  to  your  lordship’s  commands,  to  report  the  facts  to  her 
Majesty’s  Government  for  their  consideration,  and  to  remain  at  my  post 
until  I  receive  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  I  have  made 
to  Mr.  Seward’s  note.  I  have  confined  myself  to  stating  that  I  will 
forward  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty’s  Government,  and  that  I  will  con¬ 
fer  with  Mr.  Seward  personally  on  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
delivery  of  the  prisoners  to  me. 

I  have,  etc., 

Lyons. 


Earl  Russell. 


[Enclosure  1. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  26,  1861. 

My  Lord:  Earl  Russell’s  dispatch  of  November  30,  a  copy  of  which 
you  have  left  with  me  at  my  request,  is  of  the  following  effect,  namely: 

That  a  letter  of  Commander  Williams,  dated  royal  mail  contract 
packet  boat  Trent ,  at  sea,  November  9,  states  that  that  vessel  left 
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Havana  on  tlie  7th  of  November  with  her  Majesty’s  mails  for  England, 
having  on  board  numerous  passengers.  Shortly  after  noon  on  the  8th  of 
November  the  U.  S.  war  steamer  San  Jacinto ,  Captain  Wilkes,  not  show¬ 
ing  colors,  was  observed  ahead.  That  steamer,  on  being  neared  by  the 
Trent ,  at  1  o’clock  15  minutes  in  the  afternoon,  fired  around  shot  from  a 
pivot  gun  across  her  bows,  and  showed  American  colors.  While  the  Trent 
was  approaching  slowly  towards  the  San  Jacinto  she  discharged  a  shell 
across  the  Trent's  bows,  which  exploded  at  half  a  cable’s  length  before 
her.  The  Trent  then  stopped,  and  an  officer,  with  a  large  armed  guard 
of  marines,  boarded  her.  The  officer  said  he  had  orders  to  arrest  JM  essrs. 
Mason,  Slidell,  Macfarland,  and  Eustis,  and  had  sure  information  that 
they  were  passengers  in  the  Trent.  While  some  parley  was  going  on 
upon  this  matter,  Mr.  Slidell  stepped  forward  and  said  to  the  American 
officer  that  the  four  persons  he  had  named  were  standing  before  him. 
The  commander  of  the  Trent  and  Commander  Williams  protested  against 
the  act  of  taking  those  four  passengers  out  of  the  Trent ,  they  then 
being  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag;  but  the  San  Jacinto  was 
at  this  time  only  200  yards  distant,  the  ship’s  company  at  quarters,  her 
ports  open,  and  tompions  out,  and  so  resistance  was  out  of  the  question. 
The  four  persons  before  named  were  then  forcibly  taken  out  of  the 
ship.  A  further  demand  was  made  that  the  commander  of  the  Trent 
should  proceed  on  board  the  San  Jacinto ;  but  he  said  he  would  not  go 
unless  forcibly  compelled  likewise,  and  this  demand  was  not  insisted 
upon. 

Upon  this  statement  Earl  Bussell  remarks  that  it  thus  appears  that 
certain  individuals  have  been  forcibly  taken  from  on  board  a  British 
vessel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral  power,  while  that  vessel  was  pursuing  a 
lawful  and  innocent  voyage — an  act  of  violence  which  was  an  affront  to 
the  British  flag  and  a  violation  of  international  law. 

Earl  Bussell  next  says  that  her  Majesty’s  Government,  bearing  in 
mind  the  friendly  relations  which  have  long  subsisted  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  are  willing  to  believe  that  the  naval 
officer  who  committed  this  aggression  was  not  acting  in  compliance 
with  any  authority  from  his  Government,  or  that  if  he  conceived  him¬ 
self  to  be  so  authorized  he  greatly  misunderstood  the  instructions  which 
he  had  received. 

Earl  Bussell  argues  that  the  United  States  must  be  fully  aware  that 
the  British  Government  could  not  allow  such  an  affront  to  the  national 
honor  to  pass  without  full  reparation,  and  they  are  willing  to  believe 
that  it  could  not  be  the  deliberate  intention  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  unnecessarily  to  force  into  discussion  between  the  two 
governments  a  question  of  so  grave  a  character,  and  with  regard  to 
which  the  whole  British  nation  would  be  sure  to  entertain  such  una¬ 
nimity  of  feeling. 

Earl  Bussell,  resting  upon  the  statement  and  the  argument,  which  I 
have  thus  recited,  closes  with  saying  that  her  Majesty’s  Government 
trusts  that  when  this  matter  shall  have  been  brought  under  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  it  will  of  its  own 
accord  offer  to  the  British  Government  such  redress  as  alone  could 
satisfy  the  British  nation,  namely,  the  liberation  of  the  four  prisoners 
taken  from  the  Trent  and  their  delivery  to  your  lordship,  in  order  that 
they  may  again  be  placed  under  British  protection,  and  a  suitable 
apology  for  the  aggression  which  has  been  committed.  Earl  Bussell 
finally  instructs  you  to  propose  these  terms  to  me,  if  I  should  not  first 
offer  them  on  the  part  of  this  Government. 

This  dispatch  has  been  submitted  to  the  President.  The  British 
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Government  lias  rightly  conjectured  what  it  is  now  my  duty  to  state, 
that  Captain  Wilkes,  in  conceiving  and  executing  the  proceeding  in 
question,  acted  upon  his  own  suggestions  of  duty,  without  any  direction 
or  instruction,  or  even  foreknowledge  of  it,  on  the  part  of  this  Govern¬ 
ment.  No  direction  had  been  given  to  him  or  any  other  naval  officer 
to  arrest  the  four  persons  named,  or  any  of  them,  on  the  Trent ,  or  on 
any  other  British  vessel,  or  on  any  other  neutral  vessel,  at  the  place 
where  it  occurred  or  elsewhere.  The  British  Government  will  justly 
infer  from  these  facts  that  the  United  States  not  only  have  had  no  pur¬ 
pose,  but  even  no  thought,  of  forcing  into  discussion  the  question  which 
has  arisen,  or  any  other  which  could  affect  iu  any  way  the  sensibilities 
of  the  British  nation. 

It  is  true  that  a  round  shot  was  fired  by  the  San  Jacinto  from  her 
pivot  gun  when  the  Trent  was  distantly  approaching;  but  as  the  facts 
have  been  reported  to  this  Government,  the  shot  was  nevertheless  inten¬ 
tionally  tired  in  a  direction  so  obviously  divergent  from  the  course  of 
the  Trent  as  to  be  quite  as  harmless  as  a  blank  shot,  while  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  signal. 

So  also  we  learn  that  the  Trent  was  not  approaching  the  San  Jacinto 
slowly  when  the  shell  was  fired  across  her  bows,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Trent  was,  or  seemed  to  be,  moving  under  full  head  of  steam,  as  if 
with  a  purpose  to  pass  the  San  Jacinto. 

We  are  informed  also  that  the  boarding  officer  (Lieutenant  Fairfax) 
did  not  board  the  Trent  with  a  large  armed  guard,  but  he  left  his  marines 
in  his  boat  when  he  entered  the  Trent.  He  stated  his  instructions  from 
Captain  Wilkes  to  search  for  the  four  persons  named  in  a  respectful 
and  courteous  though  decided  manner,  and  he  asked  the  captain  of  the 
Trent  to  show  his  passenger  list,  which  was  refused.  The  lieutenant, 
as  we  are  informed,  did  not  employ  absolute  force  in  transferring  the 
passengers,  but  he  used  just  so  much  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
parties  concerned  that  refusal  or  resistance  would  be  unavailing. 

So  also  we  are  informed  that  the  captain  of  the  Trent  was  not  at  any 
time  or  in  any  way  required  to  go  on  board  the  San  Jacinto. 

These  modifications  of  the  case  as  presented  by  Commander  Williams 
are  based  upon  our  official  reports. 

I  have  now  to  remind  your  lordship  of  some  facts  which  doubtless 
were  omitted  by  Earl  Russell,  with  the  very  proper  and  becoming 
motive  of  allowing  them  to  be  brought  into  the  case  on  the  part  ot  the 
United  States  in  the  way  most  satisfactory  to  this  Government. 

These  facts  are,  that  at  the  time  the  transaction  occurred  an  insur¬ 
rection  was  existing  in  the  United  States,  which  this  Government  was 
engaged  in  suppressing  by  the  employment  of  land  and  naval  forces; 
that  in  regard  to  this  domestic  strife  the  United  States  considered 
Great  Britain  as  a  friendly  power,  while  she  had  assumed  for  herself  the 
attitude  of  a  neutral,  and  that  Spain  was  considered  in  the  same  light, 
and  had  assurped  the  same  attitude  as  Great  Britain. 

It  had  been  settled  by  correspondence  that  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  mutually  recognized,  as  applicable  to  this  local  strife, 
these  two  articles  of  the  declaration  made  by  the  Congress  ot  Paris,  in 
1856,  viz,  that  the  neutral  or  friendly  flag  should  cover  enemy’s  goods 
not  contraband  of  war,  and  that  neutral  goods  not  contraband  of  war 
are  not  liable  to  capture  under  an  enemy’s  flag.  These  exceptions  of 
contraband  from  favor  were  a  negative  acceptance  by  the  parties  of  the 
rule  hitherto  everywhere  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  law  ot  nations, 
that  whatever  is  contraband  is  liable  to  capture  and  confiscation  in  all 
cases. 
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James  M.  Mason  and  Macfarland  are  citizens  of  tlie  United  States 
and  residents  of  Virginia.  John  Slidell  and  George  Eustis  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States  and  residents  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well  known 
at  Havana,  when  these  parties  embarked  on  the  Trent ,  that  James  M. 
Mason  was  proceeding  to  England  in  the  affected  character  of  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  St.  James,  under  a  pretended  commis¬ 
sion  from  Jefferson  Davis,  who  had  assumed  to  be  President  of  the 
insurrectionary  party  in  the  United  States,  and  Macfarland  was  going 
with  him  in  a  like  unreal  character  of  secretary  of  legation  to  the  pre¬ 
tended  mission.  John  Slidell,  in  similar  circumstances,  was  going  to 
Paris  as  a  pretended  minister  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French;  and 
George  Eustis  was  the  chosen  secretary  of  legation  for  that  simulated 
mission.  The  fact  that  these  persons  had  assumed  such  character 
has  been  since  avowed  by  the  same  Jefferson  Davis  in  a  pretended 
message  to  an  unlawful  and  insurrectionary  congress.  It  was,  as  we 
think,  rightly  presumed  that  these  ministers  bore  pretended  credentials 
and  instructions,  and  such  papers  are  in  the  law  known  as  dispatches. 
We  are  informed  by  our  consul  at  Paris  that  these  dispatches  having 
escaped  the  search  of  the  Trent ,  were  actually  conveyed  and  delivered 
to  emissaries  of  the  insurrection  in  England. 

Although  it  is  not  essential,  yet  it  is  proper  to  state,  as  I  do  also 
upon  information  and  belief,  that  the  owner  and  agent,  and  all  the 
officers  of  the  Trent,  including  the  commander,  Williams,  had  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  assumed  characters  and  purposes  of  the  persons  before 
named  when  they  embarked  on  that  vessel. 

Your  lordship  will  now  perceive  that  the  case  before  us,  instead  of 
presenting  a  merely  flagrant  act  of  violence  on  the  part  of  Captain 
Wilkes,  as  might  well  be  inferred  from  the  incomplete  statement  of  it 
that  went  up  to  the  British  Government,  was  undertaken  as  a  simple, 
legal,  and  customary  belligerent  proceeding  by  Captain  Wilkes  to  arrest 
and  capture  a  neutral  vessel  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  insurgents. 

The  question  before  us  is,  whether  this  proceeding  was  authorized  by 
and  conducted  according  to  the  law  of  nations.  It  involves  the  follow¬ 
ing  enquiries: 

1.  Were  the  persons  named  and  their  supposed  dispatches  contra¬ 
band  of  war? 

2.  Might  Captain  Wilkes  lawfully  stop  and  search  the  Trent  for 
these  contraband  persons  and  dispatches? 

3.  Did  he  exercise  that  right  in  a  lawful  and  proper  manner? 

4.  Having  found  the  contraband  persons  on  board,  and  in  presumed 
possession  of  the  contraband  dispatches,  had  he  a  right  to  capture 
the  persons? 

5.  Did  he  exercise  that  right  of  capture  in  the  manner  allowed  and 
recognized  by  the  law  of  nations? 

If  all  these  enquiries  shall  be  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  the  British 
Government  will  have  no  claim  for  reparation. 

I  address  myself  to  the  first  inquiry,  namely:  Were  the  four  persons 
mentioned,  and  their  supposed  dispatches,  contraband? 

Maritime  law  so  generally  deals,  as  its  professors  say,  in  rem ,  that 
is,  with  property,  and  so  seldom  with  persons  that  it  seems  a  straining 
of  the  term  “  contraband  ”  to  apply  it  to  them.  But  persons  as  well 
as  property  may  become  contraband,  unce  the  word  means  broadly 
“contrary  to  proclamation,  prohibited,  illegal,  unlawful.”  All  writers 
and  judges  pronounce  naval  or  military  persons  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy  contraband.  Vattel  says,  “War  allows  us  to  cut  oft'  from  an 
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enemy  all  lm  resources,  and  to  hinder  liim  from  sending  ministers  to 
solicit  assistance;”  and  Sir  William  Scott  says,  “You  may  stop  the 
ambassador  of  your  enemy  on  his  passage.”  Dispatches  are  not  less 
clearly  contraband,  and  the  bearers  or  couriers  who  undertake  to  carry 
them  fall  under  the  same  condemnation. 

A  subtlety  might  be  raised  whether  pretended  ministers  of  an  usurp¬ 
ing  power,  not  recognized  as  legal  by  either  the  belligerent  or  the  neu¬ 
tral,  could  be  held  to  be  contraband.  But  it  would  disappear  on  being 
subjected  to  what  is  the  true  test  in  all  cases,  namely,  the  spirit  of  the 
law.  Sir  W illiam  Scott,  speaking  of  civil  magistrates  who  were  arrested 
and  detained  as  contraband,  says: 

It  appears  to  me  on  principle  to  be  but  reasonable  that  when  it  is  of  sufficient 
importance  to  the  enemy  that  such  persons  shall  be  sent  out  on  the  public  service, 
at  the  public  expense,  it  should  afford  equal  ground  of  forfeiture  against  the  vessel 
that  may  be  let  out  for  a  purpose  so  intimately  connected  with  the  hostile  operations. 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  that  the  four  persons  who  were  taken  from 
the  Trent  by  Captain  Wilkes  and  their  dispatches  were  contraband  of 
war. 

The  second  enquiry  is,  whether  Captain  Wilkes  had  a  right,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  to  detain  and  search  the  Trent. 

The  Trent,  though  she  carried  mails,  was  a  contract  or  merchant 
vessel,  a  common  carrier  for  hire.  Maritime  law  knows  only  three 
classes  of  vessels — vessels  of  war,  revenue  vessels,  and  merchant  ves¬ 
sels.  The  Trent  falls  within  the  latter  class.  Whatever  disputes  have 
existed  concerning  a  right  of  visitation  or  search  in  time  of  peace  none, 
it  is  supposed,  has  existed  in  modern  times  about  the  right  of  a  bellig¬ 
erent  in  time  of  war  to  capture  contraband  in  neutral  and  even  friendly 
merchant  vessels  and  of  the  right  of  visitation  and  search  in  order  to 
determine  whether  they  are  neutral  and  are  documented  as  such  accord¬ 
ing  to  law  of  nations. 

I  assume  in  the  present  case  what,  as  I  read  British  authorities,  is 
regarded  by  Great  Britain  herself  as  true  maritime  law,  that  the  circum¬ 
stance  that  the  Trent  was  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  another 
neutral  port  does  not  modify  the  right  of  the  belligerent  captor. 

The  third  question  is,  whether  Captain  Wilkes  exercised  the  right  of 
search  in  a  lawful  and  proper  manner.  If  any  doubt  hung  over  this 
point,  as  the  case  was  presented  in  the  statement  of  it  adopted  by  the 
British  Government,  I  think  it  must  already  have  passed  away  before 
the  modification  of  that  statement  which  I  have  already  submitted. 

I  proceed  to  the  fourth  enquiry,  namely,  having  found  the  suspected 
contraband  of  war  on  board  the  Trent ,  had  Captain  Wilkes  a  right  to 
capture  the  samel  Such  a  capture  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  recog¬ 
nized  object  of  the  permitted  visitation  and  search.  The  principle  of 
the  law  is,  that  the  belligerent  exposed  to  danger  may  prevent  the  con¬ 
traband  persons  or  things  from  applying  themselves  or  being  applied 
to  the  hostile  uses  or  purposes  designed.  The  law  is  so  very  liberal  m 
this  respect  that  when  contraband  is  found  on  board  a  neutral  vessel, 
not  only  is  the  contraband  forfeited,  but  the  vessel  which  is  the  vehicle  of 
its  passage  or  transportation,  being  tainted,  also  becomes  contraband, 
and  is  subject  to  capture  and  confiscation. 

Only  the  fifth  question  remains,  namely,  did  Captain  Wilkes  exercise 
the  right  of  capturing  the  contraband  in  conformity  with  the  law  ot 
nations? 

It  is  just  here  that  the  difficulties  of  the  case  begin. 

Wliat  is  the  manner  which  the  law  of  nations  prescribes  for  dis- 
posing  of  the  contraband  when  you  have  found  and  seized  it  on  boaid 
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of  the  neutral  vessel?  The  answer  would  be  easily  found  if  the  ques¬ 
tion  were,  what  shall  you  do  with  the  contraband  vessel?  You  must 
take  or  send  her  into  a  convenient  port  and  subject  her  to  a  judicial 
prosecution  there  in  admiralty,  which  will  ti'y  and  decide  the  questions 
of  belligerency,  neutrality,  contraband,  and  capture.  So  again  you 
wrould  promptly  tind  the  same  answer  if  the  question  were,  what  is  the 
manner  of  proceeding  prescribed  by  the  law  of  nations  in  regard  to  the 
contraband,  if  it  be  property,  or  things,  or  material,  or  pecuniary  value? 
But  the  question  here  concerns  the  mode  of  procedure  in  regard,  not  to 
the  vessel  that  was  carrying  the  contraband,  nor  yet  the  contraband 
things  which  worked  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel,  but  to  contraband 
persons. 

The  books  of  law  are  dumb;  yet  the  question  is  as  important  as  it 
is  difficult.  First,  the  belligerent  captor  has  a  right  to  prevent  the 
contraband  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  minister,  messenger,  or  courier  from 
proceeding  in  his  unlawful  voyage  and  reaching  the  destined  scene  of 
his  injurious  service.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  person  captured 
may  be  innocent;  that  is,  he  may  not  be  contraband;  he,  therefore, 
has  a  right  to  a  fair  trial  of  the  accusation  against  him.  The  neutral 
state  that  has  taken  him  under  its  flag  is  bound  to  protect  him,  if  he  is 
not  contraband,  and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  be  satisfied  upon  that 
important  question.  The  faith  of  that  state  is  pledged  to  his  safety, 
if  innocent,  as  its  justice  is  pledged  to  his  surrender,  if  he  is  really 
contraband.  Here  are  conflicting  claims,  involving  personal  liberty, 
life,  honor,  and  duty.  Here  are  conflicting  national  claims,  involving 
welfare,  safety,  honor,  and  empire.  They  require  a  tribunal  and  a 
trial.  The  captors  and  the  captured  are  equals,  the  neutral  and  the 
belligerent  state  are  equals. 

While  the  law  authorities  were  found  silent,  it  was  suggested  at  an 
early  day  by  this  Government  that  you  should  take  the  captured  per¬ 
sons  into  a  convenient  port  and  institute  judicial  proceedings  there  to 
try  the  controversy.  But  only  courts  of  admiralty  have  jurisdiction 
in  maritime  cases,  and  these  courts  have  formulas  to  try  only  claims  to 
contraband  chattels,  but  none  to  try  claims  concerning  contraband  per¬ 
sons.  The  courts  can  entertain  no  proceedings  and  render  no  judg¬ 
ment  in  favor  of  or  against  the  alleged  contraband  men. 

It  was  replied,  all  this  is  true,  but  you  can  reach  in  those  courts  a 
decision  which  will  have  the  moral  weight  of  a  judicial  one  by  a  cir¬ 
cuitous  proceeding.  Convey  the  suspected  men,  together  with  the  sus¬ 
pected  vessel,  into  port,  and  try  there  the  same  question  whether  the 
vessel  is  contraband.  You  can  prove  it  to  be  so  by  proving  the  sus¬ 
pected  men  to  be  contraband,  and  the  court  must  then  determine  the 
vessel  to  be  contraband.  If  the  men  are  not  contraband  the  vessel 
Avill  escape  condemnation.  Still  there  is  no  judgment  for  or  against  the 
captured  persons;  but  it  was  assumed  that  there  would  result  from 
the  determination  of  the  court  concerning  the  vessel  a  legal  certainty 
concerning  the  character  of  the  men. 

This  course  of  proceeding  seemed  open  to  many  objections.  It  ele¬ 
vates  the  incidental,  inferior,  private  interest  into  the  proper  place  of 
the  main,  paramount,  public  one,  and  possibly  it  may  make  the  for¬ 
tunes,  the  safety,  or  the  existence  of  a  nation  depend  on  the  accidents 
of  a  merely  personal  and  pecuniary  litigation.  Moreover,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  prize  court  upon  the  lawfulness  of  the  capture  of  the 
vessel  is  rendered,  it  really  concludes  nothing,  and  binds  neither  the 
belligerent  state  nor  the  neutral,  upon  the  great  questions  of  the  dis¬ 
position  to  be  made  of  the  captured  contraband  persons.  That  ques- 
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tion  is  still  to  be  really  determined,  if  at  all,  by  diplomatic  arrange¬ 
ment  or  by  war. 

One  may  reasonably  express  liis  surprise  when  told  that  tbe  law  of 
nations  has  furnished  no  more  reasonable,  practical,  and  perfect  mode 
than  this  of  determining  questions  of  such  grave  import  between  sov¬ 
ereign  powers.  The  regret  we  may  feel  on  the  occasion  is,  neverthe¬ 
less,  modified  by  the  reflection  that  the  difficulty  is  not  altogether 
anomalous. 

Similar  and  equal  deficiencies  are  found  in  every  system  of  municipal 
law,  especially  in  the  system  which  exists  in  the  greater  portiou  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The  title  to  personal  property 
can  hardly  ever  be  resolved  by  a  court  without  resorting  to  the  fiction 
that  the  claimant  has  lost  and  the  possessor  has  found  it,  and  the  title 
to  real  estate  is  disputed  by  real  litigants  under  the  names  of  imagin¬ 
ary  persons.  It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  while  all  aggrieved 
nations  demand,  and  all  impartial  ones  concede,  the  need  of  some  form 
of  judicial  process  in  determining  the  character  of  contraband  persons, 
no  other  form  than  the  illogical  and  circuitous  one  thus  described 
exists,  nor  has  any  other  yet  been  suggested.  Practically,  therefore, 
the  choice  is  between  that  judicial  remedy  or  no  judicial  remedy  what¬ 
ever. 

If  there  be  no  judicial  remedy  the  result  is  that  the  question  must 
be  determined  by  the  captor  himself  on  the  deck  of  the  prize  vessel. 
Very  grave  objections  arise  against  such  a  course.  The  captor  is 
armed,  the  neutral  is  unarmed.  The  captor  is  interested,  prejudiced, 
and  perhaps  violent;  the  neutral,  if  truly  neutral,  is  disinterested,  sub¬ 
dued,  and  helpless.  The  tribunal  is  irresponsible  while  its  judgment 
is  carried  into  instant  execution.  The  captured  party  is  compelled  to 
submit,  though  bound  by  no  legal,  moral,  or  treaty  obligation  to  acqui¬ 
esce.  Reparation  is  distant  and  problematical,  and  depends  at  last  on 
the  justice,  magnanimity,  or  weakness  of  the  state  in  whose  behalf  and 
by  whose  authority  the  capture  was  made.  Out  of  these  disputes 
reprisals  and  wars  necessarily  arise,  and  these  are  so  frequent  and 
destructive  that  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  this  form  of  remedy  is 
not  a  greater  social  evil  than  all  that  could  follow  if  the  belligerent 
right  of  search  were  universally  renounced  and  abolished  forever.  But 
carry  the  case  one  step  farther.  What  if  the  State  that  has  made  the 
capture  unreasonably  refuse  to  hear  the  complaint  of  the  neutral,  or 
to  redress  it?  In  that  case  the  very  act  of  capture  would  be  an  act  of 
war — of  war  begun  without  notice,  and  possibly  entirely  without  provo¬ 
cation. 

I  think  all  unprejudiced  minds  will  agree  that  imperfect  as  the  pres¬ 
ent  judicial  remedy  may  be  supposed  to  be,  it  would  be  as  a  general 
practice  better  to  follow  it  than  to  adopt  the  summary  one  of  leaving 
the  decision  with  the  captor  and  relying  upon  diplomatic  debates  to 
review  his  decision.  Practically  it  is  a  question  of  choice  between  law 
with  its  imperfection  and  delays  and  war  with  its  evils  and  dessola- 
tions. 

bTor  is  it  ever  to  be  forgotten  that  neutrality,  honestly  and  justly 
preserved,  is  always  a  harbinger  of  peace,  and  therefore  is  the  common 
interest  of  nations,  which  is  only  saying  that  it  is  the  interest  of  human¬ 
ity  itself. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  it  may  sometimes  hap¬ 
pen  that  the  judicial  remedy  will  become  impossible,  as  by  the  ship¬ 
wreck  of  the  prize  vessel,  or  other  circumstances  which  excuse  the  cap- 
tor  from  sending  or  taking  her  into  port  for  confiscation.  In  such  a 
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case  the  right  of  the  captor  to  the  custody  of  the  captured  persons,  and 
to  dispose  of  them,  if  they  are  really  contraband,  so  as  to  defeat  their 
unlawful  purposes,  can  not  reasonably  be  denied.  What  rule  shall  be 
applied  in  such  a  case1?  Clearly  the  captor  ought  to  be  required  to 
show  that  the  failure  of  the  judicial  remedy  results  from  circumstances 
beyond  his  control  and  without  his  fault,  otherwise  he  would  be  allowed 
to  derive  advantages  from  a  wrongful  act  of  his  own. 

In  the  present  case  Captain  Wilkes,  after  capturing  the  contraband 
persons  and  making  prize  of  the  Trent ,  in  what  seems  to  us  a  perfectly 
lawful  manner,  instead  of  sending  her  into  port  released  her  from  the 
capture  and  permitted  her  to  proceed  with  her  whole  cargo  upon  her 
voyage.  He  thus  effectually  prevented  the  judicial  examination  which 
might  otherwise  have  occurred. 

If  now  the  capture  of  the  contraband  persons  and  the  capture  of  the 
contraband  vessel  are  to  be  regarded  not  as  two  separable  or  distinct 
transactions  under  the  law  of  nations,  but  as  one  transaction,  one  cap¬ 
ture  only,  then  it  follows  that  the  capture  in  this  case  was  left  unfin¬ 
ished,  or  was  abandoned.  Whether  the  United  States  have  a  right 
to  retain  the  chief  public  benefits  of  it,  namely,  the  custody  of  captured 
persons,  on  proving  them  to  be  contraband,  will  depend  upon  the  pre¬ 
liminary  question,  whether  the  leaving  of  the  transaction  unfinished 
was  necessary  or  whether  it  was  unnecessary  aud  therefore  voluntary. 
If  it  was  necessary  Great  Britain,  as  we  suppose,  must  of  course  waive 
the  defect,  and  the  consequent  failure  of  the  judicial  remedy.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  not  seen  how  the  United  States  can  insist  upon  her 
waiver  of  that  judicial  remedy  if  the  defect  of  the  capture  resulted  from 
an  act  of  Captain  Wilkes,  which  would  be  a  fault  on  their  own  side. 

Captain  Wilkes  has  presented  to  this  Government  his  reasons  for 
releasing  the  Trent : 

I  forebore  to  seize  her  [he  says]  in  consequence  of  my  being  so  reduced  in  officers 
and  crew,  and  the  derangement  it  would  cause  innocent  persons,  there  being  a  large 
number  of  passengers  who  would  have  been  put  to  great  loss  and  inconvenience,  as 
well  as  disappointment,  from  the  interruption  it  would  have  caused  them  in  not  being 
able  to  join  the  steamer  from  St.  Thomas  to  Europe.  I  therefore  concluded  to  sacri¬ 
fice  the  interest  of  my  officers  and  crew  in  the  prize,  and  suffered  her  to  proceed,  after 
the  detention  necessary  to  effect  the  transfer  of  those  commissioners,  considering  I 
had  obtained  the  important  end  1  had  in  view,  and  which  affected  the  interests  of 
our  country  and  interrupted  the  action  of  the  Confederates. 

I  shall  consider,  first,  how  these  reasons  ought  to  affect  the  action  of 
this  Government ;  and,  secondly,  how  they  ought  to  be  expected  to  affect 
the  action  of  Great  Britain.  The  reasons  are  satisfactory  to  this  Gov¬ 
ernment,  so  far  as  Gaptain  Wilkes  is  concerned.  It  could  not  desire 
that  the  San  Jacinto ,  her  officers  and  crew,  should  be  exposed  to  dan¬ 
gers  and  loss  by  weakening  their  number  to  detach  a  prize  crew  to  go  on 
board  the  Trent.  Still  less  could  it  disavow  the  humane  motive  of  pre¬ 
venting  inconveniences,  losses,  and,  perhaps,  disasters  to  the  several 
hundred  innocent  passengers  found  on  board  the  prize  vessel. 

Nor  could  this  Government  perceive  any  ground  for  questioning  the 
fact  that  these  reasons,  though  apparently  incongruous,  did  operate  in 
the  mind  of  Captain  Wilkes  and  determine  him  to  release  the  Trent. 
Human  actions  generally  proceed  upon  mingled  and  sometimes  con¬ 
flicting  motives.  He  measured  the  sacrifices  which  this  decision  would 
cost.  It  manifestly,  however,  did  not  occur  to  him  that  beyond  the 
sacrifice  of  the  private  interests  (as  he  calls  them)  of  his  officers  and 
crew  there  might  also,  possibly,  be  a  sacrifice  even  of  the  chief  and 
public  object  of  his  capture,  namely,  the  right  of  his  Government  to 
the  custody  and  disposition  of  the  captured  persons.  This  Government 
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can  not  censure  him  for  this  oversight.  It  confesses  that  the  whole  sub¬ 
ject  came  unforeseen  upon  the  Government,  as,  doubtless,  it  did  upon 
him.  Its  present  convictions  on  the  point  in  question  are  the  result  of 
deliberate  examination  and  deduction  now  made,  and  not  of  any  impres¬ 
sion  previously  formed. 

Nevertheless,  the  question  now  is,  not  whether  Captain  Wilkes  is 
justified  to  his  Government  in  what  he  did,  but  what  is  the  present 
view  of  the  Government  as  to  the  effect  of  what  he  has  done. 

Assuming,  now,  for  argument’s  sake  only,  that  the  release  of  the  Trent , 
if  voluntary,  involved  a  waiver  of  the  claim  of  the  Government  to  hold 
the  captured  persons,  the  United  States  could  in  that  case  have  no  hes¬ 
itation  in  saying  that  the  act  which  has  thus  already  been  approved 
by  the  Government  must  be  allowed  to  draw  its  legal  consequence 
after  it. 

It  is  of  the  very  nature  of  a  gift  or  a  charity  that  the  giver  can  not, 
after  the  exercise  of  his  benevolence  is  past,  recall  or  modify  its  bene¬ 
fits. 

We  are  thus  brought  directly  to  the  question  whether  we  are  entitled 
to  regard  the  release  of  the  Trent  as  involuntary  or  whether  we  are 
obliged  to  consider  that  it  was  voluntary. 

Clearly  the  release  would  have  been  involuntary  had  it  been  made 
solely  upon  the  first  ground  assigned  for  it  by  Captain  Wilkes,  namely, 
a  want  of  sufficient  force  to  send  the  prize  vessel  into  port  for  adjudi¬ 
cation.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  a  captor  to  hazard  his  own  vessel  in  order 
to  secure  a  judicial  examination  to  the  captured  party.  No  large  prize 
crew,  however,  is  legally  necessary,  for  it  is  the  duty  of  the  captured 
party  to  acquiesce  and  go  willingly  before  the  tribunal  to  whose  juris¬ 
diction  it  appeals.  If  the  captured  party  indicate  purposes  to  employ 
means  of  resistance  which  the  captor  can  not  with  probable  safety  to 
himself  overcome,  he  may  properly  leave  the  vessel  to  go  forward,  and 
neither  she  nor  the  state  she  represents  can  ever  afterward  justly  object 
that  the  captor  deprived  her  of  the  judicial  remedy  to  which  she  was 
entitled. 

But  the  second  reason  assigned  by  Captain  Wilkes  for  releasing  the 
Trent  differs  from  the  first.  At  best,  therefore,  it  must  be  held  that 
Captain  Wilkes,  as  he  explains  himself,  acted  from  combined  senti¬ 
ments  of  prudence  and  generosity,  and  so  that  the  release  of  the  prize 
vessel  was  not  strictly  necessary  or  involuntary. 

Secondly,  how  ought  we  to  expect  these  explanations  by  Captain 
Wilkes  of  his  reasons  for  leaving  the  capture  incomplete  to  affect  the 
action  of  the  British  Government'?  The  observation  upon  this  point 
which  first  occurs  is  that  Captain  Wilkes’  explanations  were  not  made 
to  the  authorities  of  the  captured  vessel.  If  made  known  to  them  they 
might  have  approved  and  taken  the  release  upon  the  condition  of  waiv¬ 
ing  a  judicial  investigation  of  the  whole  transaction,  or  they  might 
have  refused  to  accept  the  release  upon  that  condition. 

But  the  case  is  one  not  with  them,  but  with  the  British  Government. 
If  we  claim  that  Great  Britain  ought  not  to  insist  that  judicial  trial 
has  been  lost  because  we  voluntarily  released  the  offending  vessel  out 
of  consideration  for  her  innocent  passengers,  I  do  not  see  how  she  is  to 
be  bound  to  acquiesce  in  the  decision  which  was  thus  made  by  us  with¬ 
out  necessity  on  our  part  and  without  knowledge  of  conditions  or  con¬ 
sent  on  her  own.  The  question  between  Great  Britain  and  ourselves 
thus  stated  would  be  a  question  not  of  right  and  of  law,  but  of  favor 
to  be  conceded  by  her  to  us  in  return  for  favors  shown  by  us  to  her,  of 
the  value  of  which  favors  on  both  sides  we  ourselves  shall  be  the  judge. 
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Of  course  the  United  States  could  have  no  thought  of  raising  such  a 
question  in  any  case. 

I  trust  that  I  have  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  a  very  simple  and  natural  statement  of  the  facts  and  analysis 
of  the  law  applicable  to  them,  that  this  Government  has  neither  medi¬ 
tated,  nor  practiced,  nor  approved  any  deliberate  wrong  in  the  trans¬ 
action  to  which  they  have  called  its  attention,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
that  what  has  happened  has  been  simply  an  inadvertency,  consisting 
in  a  departure  by  a  naval  officer,  free  from  any  wrongful  motive,  from 
a  rule  uncertainly  established,  and  probably  by  the  several  parties 
concerned  either  imperfectly  understood  or  entirely  unknown.  For 
this  error  the  British  Government  has  right  to  expect  the  same  repara¬ 
tion  that  we,  as  an  independent  state,  should  expect  from  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  or  from  any  other  friendly  nation  in  a  similar  case. 

I  have  not  been  unaware  that  in  examining  this  question  I  have  fallen 
into  an  argument  for  what  seems  to  be  the  British  side  of  it  against 
my  own  country,  but  I  am  relieved  from  all  embarrassment  on  that 
subject.  1  had  hardly  fallen  into  that  line  of  argument  when  I  discov¬ 
ered  that  I  was  really  defending  and  maintaining,  not  an  exclusively 
British  interest,  but  an  old  honored  and  cherished  American  cause,  not 
upon  British  authorities,  but  upon  principles  that  constitute  a  large 
portion  of  the  distinctive  policy  by  which  the  United  States  have 
developed  the  resources  of  a  continent,  and  thus  becoming  a  considerable 
maritime  power,  have  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  many  nations. 
These  principles  were  laid  down  for  us  in  1804  by  James  Madison,  when 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  in 
instructions  given  to  James  Monroe,  our  minister  to  England.  Although 
the  case  before  him  concerned  a  description  of  persons  different  from 
those  who  are  incidentally  the  subjects  of  the  present  discussion,  the 
ground  he  assumed  then  was  the  same  I  now  occupy,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  he  sustained  himself  upon  it  have  an  inspiration  to 
me  in  preparing  this  reply. 

Whenever  [lie  says]  property  found  in  a  neutral  vessel  is  supposed  to  be  liable  on 
any  ground  to  capture  and  condemnation,  the  rule  in  all  cases  is  that  the  question 
shall  not  he  decided  by  the  captor,  hut  he  carried  before  a  legal  tribunal,  where  a 
regular  trial  may  be  had,  and  where  the  captor  himself  is  liable  to  damages  for  an 
abuse  of  his  power.  Can  it  be  reasonable,  then,  or  just,  that  a  belligerent  com¬ 
mander  who  is  thus  restricted  and  thus  responsible  in  a  case  of  mere  property  of 
trivial  amount  should  be  permitted,  without  recurring  to  any  tribunal  whatever,  to 
examine  the  crew  of  a  neutral  vessel  to  decide  the  important  question  of  their 
respective  allegiance,  and  to  carry  that  decision  into  execution  by  forcing  every 
individual  he  may  choose  into  a  service  abhorrent  to  his  feelings,  cutting  him  off 
from  his  most  tender  connections,  exposing  his  mind  and  his  person  to  the  most 
humiliating  discipline,  and  his  life  itself  to  the  greatest  dangers!  Reason,  justice, 
and  humanity  unite  in  protesting  against  so  extravagant  a  proceeding. 

If  I  decide  tbis  case  in  favor  of  my  own  Government  I  must  disallow 
its  most  cherished  principles  and  reverse  and  forever  abandon  its  essen¬ 
tial  policy.  The  country  can  not  afford  the  sacrifice.  If  I  maintain 
those  principles  and  adhere  to  that  policy,  I  must  surrender  the  case 
itself.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  this  Government  could  not  deny 
the  justice  of  the  claim  presented  to  us  in  this  respect  upon  its  merits. 
We  are  asked  to  do  to  the  British  nation  just  what  we  have  always 
insisted  all  nations  ought  to  do  to  us. 

The  claim  of  the  British  Government  is  not  made  in  a  discourteous 
manner.  This  Government,  since  its  first  organization,  has  never  used 
more  guarded  language  in  a  similar  case. 

In  coming  to  my  conclusion,  1  have  not  forgotten  that  if  the  safety 
of  this  Union  required  the  detention  of  the  captured  persons,  it  would 
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be  the  right  and  duty  of  this  Government  to  detain  them.  But  the 
effectual  check  and  waning  proportions  of  the  existing  insurrection,  as 
well  as  the  comparative  unimportance  of  the  captured  persons  them¬ 
selves,  when  dispassionately  weighed,  happily  forbid  me  from  resorting 
to  that  defense. 

Nor  am  I  unaware  that  American  citizens  are  not  in  any  case  to  be 
unnecessarily  surrendered  for  any  purpose  into  the  keeping  of  a  foreign 
state.  Only  the  captured  persons,  however,  or  others  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  them,  could  justly  raise  a  question  on  that  ground. 

Nor  have  I  been  tempted  at  all  by  suggestions  that  cases  might  be 
found  in  history  where  Great  Britain  refused  to  yield  to  other  nations, 
and  even  to  ourselves,  claims  like  that  which  is  now  before  us.  Those 
cases  occurred  when  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  was 
the  home  of  generations  which,  with  all  their  peculiar  interests  and 
passions,  have  passed  away.  She  could  in  no  other  way  so  effectually 
disavow  any  such  injury,  as  we  think  she  does,  by  assuming  now  as 
her  own  the  ground  upon  which  we  then  stood. 

It  would  tell  little  for  our  own  claims  to  the  character  of  a  just  and 
magnanimous  people  if  we  should  so  far  consent  to  be  guided  by  the 
law  of  retaliation  as  to  lift  up  buried  injuries  from  their  graves  to 
oppose  against  what  national  consistency  and  the  national  conscience 
compel  us  to  regard  as  a  claim  intrinsically  right. 

Putting  behind  me  all  suggestions  of  this  kind,  I  prefer  to  express 
my  satisfaction  that,  by  the  adjustment  of  the  present  case  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  confessedly  American,  and  yet,  as  I  trust,  mutually  satisfactory 
to  both  of  the  nations  concerned,  a  question  is  finally  and  rightly  set¬ 
tled  between  them  which  heretofore,  exhausting  not  only  all  forms 
of  peaceful  discussion  but  also  the  arbitrament  of  war  itself,  for  more 
than  half  a  century  alienated  the  two  countries  from  each  other  and 
perplexed  with  fears  and  apprehensions  all  other  nations. 

The  four  persons  in  question  are  now  held  in  military  custody  at  Fort 
Warren,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  They  will  be  cheerfully  liber¬ 
ated.  Your  lordship  will  please  indicate  a  time  and  place  for  receiving 
them. 


I  avail,  etc., 


William  H.  Seward. 


Lord  Lyons. 


[Enclosure  2.] 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  27, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me  yesterday,  in  answer  to  Earl  Russell’s  dispatch  of  the 
30th  November  last,  relative  to  the  removal  of  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell, 
Mr.  Macfarland,  and  Mr.  Eustis  from  the  British  mail  packet  Trent, 
I  will,  without  any  loss  of  time,  forward  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
a  copy  of  the  important  communication  which  you  have  made  to  me. 

I  will  also,  without  delay,  do  myself  the  honor  to  confer  with  you  per¬ 
sonally  on  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  delivering  the  four  gentle¬ 
men  to  me,  in  order  that  they  may  be  again  placed  under  the  protection 
of  the  British  flag. 

I  have,  etc., 


W.  H.  Seward,  Esq. 


Lyons. 


188 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 


Washin&ton,  December  27,  1861. 

(Received  January  9, 1862.) 

Before  transmitting  to  me  the  note  of  which  a  copy  is  inclosed  in  my 
immediately  preceding  dispatch  of  to-day’s  date,  Mr.  Seward  sent  for 
me  to  the  State  Department,  and  said  with  some  emotion  that  he 
thought  that  it  was  due  to  the  great  kindness  and  consideration  which 
I  had  manifested  throughout  in  dealing  with  the  affair  of  the  Trent 
that  he  should  tell  me  with  his  own  lips  that  he  had  been  able  to  effect 
a  satisfactory  settlement  of  it.  lie  had,  however,  now  been  authorized 
to  address  to  me  a  note  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty’s 
Government. 

In  answer  to  inquiries  from  me,  Mr.  Seward  said  that  of  course  he 
understood  her  Majesty’s  Government  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Washington  to  present  the  case  in  the  form  which  would  be 
most  acceptable  to  the  American  people;  but  that  the  note  was  intended 
to  be,  and  was,  a  compliance  with  the  terms  proposed  by  her  Majesty’s 
Government.  He  would  add  that  the  friendly  spirit  and  the  discre¬ 
tion  which  I  had  manifested  in  the  whole  matter,  from  the  day  on 
which  the  intelligence  of  the  seizure  reached  Wasliington  up  to  the 
present  moment,  had  more  than  anything  else  contributed  to  the  sat¬ 
isfactory  settlement  of  the  question. 

I  asked  Mr.  Seward  what  arrangements  he  would  wish  me  to  make 
for  receiving  the  prisoners.  He  begged  me  to  speak  to  him  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  morrow,  for  he  was  at  the  moment  overwhelmed  with  business, 
and  particularly  with  the  labor  of  preparing  dispatches  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean  mail. 

Lyons. 

Earl  Russel. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Napier. 


[Extract.] 


Foreign  Office  [London],  January  10,  1862. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
opinions  and  the  acts  of  the  European  powers  in  regard  to  the  matter 
of  the  Trent. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French,  without  delay,  instructed  his  minister  at 
Washington  to  support  by  argument  and  by  counsel  the  proposals  for 
reparation  made  by  her  Majesty  to  the  Government  of  Washington. 
The  Emperor  of  Austria  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  as  soon  as  they  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  threw  the  moral  weight  of  their  judgment 
into  the  scale  of  Great  Britain.  While  her  Majesty’s  Government 
have  been  much  gratified  by  these  spontaneous  marks  of  adherence 
and  approval,  they  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct 
of  Russia. 

Baron  Brunnow  wrote  at  once  from  London  to  his  colleague  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  condemning  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of 
the  San  Jacinto ,  and  advising  due  reparation  to  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Prince  Gortschakoff 
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wrote  also  to  Washington  and  to  London  private  letters  entirely  approv¬ 
ing  the  step  taken  by  Baron  Brunnow.  Other  powers  have  expressed 
similar  sentiments. 

Russele. 

Lord  Napier. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  January  10, 1862. 

My  Lord:  In  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  30tli  of  November,  after 
informing  you  of  the  circumstances  which  had  occurred  in  relation  to 
the  capture  of  the  four  persons  taken  from  on  board  the  Trent,  I  stated 
to  you  that  it  thus  appeared  that  certain  individuals  had  been  forcibly 
taken  from  on  board  a  British  ve'ssel,  the  ship  of  a  neutral  power,  while 
such  vessel  was  pursuing  a  lawful  and  innocent  voyage;  an  act  of  vio¬ 
lence  which  was  an  affront  to  the  British  flag  and  a  violation  of  inter¬ 
national  law.  I  concluded  by  directing  you,  in  case  the  reparation 
which  her  Majesty’s  Government  expected  to  receive  should  not  be 
offered  by  Mr.  Seward,  to  propose  to  that  minister  to  make  such  redress 
as  alone  would  satisfy  the  British  nation,  namely,  first,  the  liberation 
of  the  four  gentlemen  taken  from  on  board  the  Trent ,  and  their  deliv¬ 
ery  to  your  lordship  in  order  that  they  might  again  be  placed  under 
British  protection ;  and,  secondly,  a  suitable  apology  for  the  aggression 
which  had  been  committed. 

I  received  yesterday  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  a 
note  to  you  from  Mr.  Seward,  which  is  in  substance  the  answer  to  my 
dispatch  of  the  30th  of  November. 

Proceeding  at  once  to  the  main  points  in  discussion  between  us,  her 
Majesty’s  Government  have  carefully  examined  how  far  Mr.  Seward’s 
note,  and  the  conduct  it  announces,  complies  substantially  with  the  two 
proposals  I  have  recited. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  viz,  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners  with  a 
view  to  their  being  again  placed  under  British  protection,  I  find  that 
the  note  concludes  by  stating  that  the  prisoners  will  be  cheerfully  lib¬ 
erated,  and  by  calling  upon  your  lordship  to  indicate  a  time  and  place 
for  receiving  them.  No  condition  of  any  kind  is  coupled  with  the  liber¬ 
ation  of  the  prisoners. 

With  regard  to  the  suitable  apology  which  the  British  Government 
had  a  right  to  expect,  I  find  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
distinctly  and  unequivocally  declares  that  no  directions  had  been  given 
to  Captain  Wilkes,  or  to  any  other  naval  officer,  to  arrest  the  four  per¬ 
sons  named,  or  any  of  them,  on  the  Trent ,  or  on  any  other  British  vessel, 
or  on  any  other  neutral  vessel,  at  the  place  where  it  occurred  or  else¬ 
where. 

I  find  further  that  the  Secretary  of  State  expressly  forbears  to  jus¬ 
tify  the  particular  act  of  which  her  Majesty’s  Government  complained. 
If  the  U.  S.  Government  had  alleged  that,  although  Captain  Wilkes 
had  no  previous  instruction  for  that  purpose  he  was  right  in  capturing 
the  persons  of  the  four  prisoners  and  in  removing  them  from  the  Trent 
on  board  his  own  vessel,  to  be  afterwards  carried  into  a  port  of  the 
United  States,  the  Government  which  had  thus  sanctioned  the  proceed¬ 
ing  of  Captain  Wilkes  would  have  become  responsible  for  the  original 
violence  and  insult  of  the  act.  But  Mr.  Seward  contents  himselt  with 
stating  that  what  has  happened  has  been  simply  an  inadvertency,  con- 
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sisting  in  a  departure  by  a  naval  officer,  free  from  any  wrongful  motive, 
from  a  rule  uncertainly  established,  and  probably  by  the  several  par¬ 
ties  concerned  either  imperfectly  understood  or  entirely  unknown.  The 
Secretary  of  State  goes  on  to  affirm  that  for  this  error  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  a  right  to  expect  the  same  reparation  which  the  United 
States  as  an  independent  state  should  expect  from  Great  Britain  or 
from  any  other  friendly  nation  in  a  similar  case. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government,  having  carefully  taken  into  their  consid¬ 
eration  the  liberation  of  the  prisoners,  the  delivery  of  them  into  your 
hands,  and  the  explanations  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  they  constitute  the  reparation  which  her  Majesty 
and  the  British  nation  had  a  right  to  expect.  It  gives  her  Majesty’s 
Government  great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
favorable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  most  friendly  relations  between 
the  two  nations.  I  need  not  discuss  the  modifications  in  my  statement 
of  facts  which  Mr.  Seward  says  he  has  derived  from  the  reports  of 
officers  of  his  Government. 

I  can  not  conclude,  however,  without  adverting  shortly  to  the  dis¬ 
cussions  which  Mr.  Seward  has  raised  upon  points  not  prominently 
brought  into  question  in  my  dispatch  of  the  30tli  of  November.  I 
there  objected,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty’s  Government,  to  that  which 
Captain  Wilkes  had  done.  Mr.  Seward,  in  his  answer,  points  out  what 
he  conceives  Captain  Wilkes  might  have  done  without  violating  the 
law  of  nations. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  here  discuss  in  detail  the  five  ques¬ 
tions  ably  argued  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  say  that  her  Majesty’s  Government  differs  from  Mr.  Seward  in 
some  of  the  conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived;  and  it  may  lead  to  a 
better  understanding  between  the  two  nations  on  several  points  of 
international  law  which  may  during  the  present  contest,  or  at  some 
future  time,  be  brought  into  question,  that  I  should  state  to  you  for 
communication  to  the  Secretary  of  State  wherein  those  differences  con¬ 
sist.  I  hope  to  do  so  in  a  few  days. 

In  the  meantime  it  will  be  desirable  that  the  commanders  of  the 
TJ.  S.  cruisers  should  be  instructed  not  to  repeat  acts  for  which  the 
British  Government  will  have  to  ask  for  redress  and  which  the  U.  S. 
Government  can  not  undertake  to  justify. 

You  will  read  and  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 


I  am,  etc., 
Lord  Lyons. 


Russell. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreion  Office  [London],  January  11,  1862. 

My  Lord:  In  transmitting  to  your  lordship  my  preceding  dispatch 
of  yesterday’s  date,  I  have  to  state  that  I  read  a  copy  of  it  this  day  to 
Mr.  Adams.  When  I  had  done,  Mr.  Adams  said  that  he  considered  it 
as  a  dispatch  which  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  his  Government. 

I  said  that  the  paragraph  in  the  dispatch  was  meant  as  a  reference 
to  the  case  ot  the  Eugenia  Smith ,  which  seemed  to  be  as  similar  as  possi¬ 
ble  to  that  of  the  Trent.  I  concluded  that  in  that  case  the  prisoners 
would  be  at  once  liberated,  a  conclusion  in  which  Mr.  Adams  seemed  to 
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agree;  but  be  declared  tliat  be  knew  nothing  of  tbe  case  except  from 
tbe  newspapers. 

1  spoke  to  him  of  tbe  report  that  a  number  of  Federal  cruisers  were 
coming  to  tbe  British  Channel,  and  I  expressed  a  hope  that  interruption 
of  British  trade  would,  as  far  as  possible,  be  avoided. 

Mr.  Adams  explained  that,  according  to  rumor,  a  complete  squadron 
of  Confederate  vessels  were  about  to  cruise  in  tbe  British  Channel.  The 
Nashville ,  the  Sumter ,  and  the  Pacific  were  to  form  a  part  of  this  squad¬ 
ron.  He  had  been  informed  that  both  at  Liverpool  and  at  Havre  many 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  detained,  afraid  to  put  to 
sea  in  the  face  of  the  expected  squadron.  The  object  of  his  Government 
was  therefore  to  protect  their  own  trade,  and  not  to  harass  ours.  I  said 
I  expected  that  such  would  be  his  answer. 

I  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  men  landed  in  Southampton  and  found 
in  the  docks,  being  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Tuscarora.  He  told  me  he 
had  warned  the  Captain  of  the  Tuscarora  with  regard  to  any  use  of 
force  on  the  land  of  a  neutral.  I  then  informed  him  that  the  captain 
of  the  Tuscarora  had  received  notice  in  respect  to  the  rule  that  a  bellig¬ 
erent  leaving  a  neutral  port  should  not  be  pursued  by  the  belligerent 
vessel  of  the  opposite  power  till  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four 
hours. 

I  enclose  a  correspondence  with  the  board  of  admiralty  and  Mr. 
Adams  on  this  subject. 

I  then  stated  that  I  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  both  Governments 
if  several  points  in  regard  to  neutrality  raised  by  Mr.  Adams’  dispatch 
were  to  be  calmly  discussed  between  us.  SomepassagesinMr.  Seward’s 
dispatch  might  lead  to  the  inference  that  almost  every  packet  passing 
between  Dover  and  Calais  might  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  carried  into 
New  York  on  the  pretext  that  it  carried  some  emissary  of  the  secession¬ 
ists.  But  such,  I  was  convinced,  was  not  the  meaning  of  Mr.  Seward. 

I  sincerely  congratulated  him  on  the  termination  of  this  affair  and 
said  that  if  Mr.  Hume  was  right  in  saying  that  the  reparation  of  injus¬ 
tice  is  the  second  honor  of  a  nation,  that  honor  undoubtedly  belonged 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 


I  am,  etc., 


Russell. 


Lord  Lyons. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  January  11, 1862. 
My  Lord:  Your  conduct  in  the  important  matter  of  the  Trent  is 
entirely  approved  by  Her  Majesty.  The  discretion  and  good  temper 
you  have  shown  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  our  repre¬ 


sentations. 

In  order  to  give  your  lordship  by  a  public  document  a  proof  that 
you  have  acted  strictly  accordingto  the  instructions  you  have  received, 
I  inclose  an  extract,  annexed  to  this  dispatch,  of  a  private  letter  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  1st  of  December  last. 

I  am,  etc. 

Russell. 


Lord  Lyons. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Joyous. 

[Extract — Private.] 

Foreign  Office  [London],  December  1 ,  1861. 

The  dispatches  which  were  agreed  to  at  the  cabinet  yesterday,  and 
which  I  have  signed  this  morning,  impose  upon  you  a  disagreeable 
task.  My  wish  would  be  that,  at  your  first  interview  with  Mr.  Seward, 
you  should  not  take  my  dispatch  with  you,  but  should  prepare  him  for 
it,  and  ask  him  to  settle  with  the  President  and  the  Cabinet  what 
course  they  would  propose. 

The  next  time  you  should  bring  my  dispatch  and  read  it  to  him 
fully.  If  he  asks  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  his  refusing  com¬ 
pliance,  I  think  you  should  say  that  you  wish  to  leave  him  and  the 
President  quite  free  to  take  their  own  course  and  that  you  desire  to 
abstain  from  anything  like  menace. 

Russell. 

Lord  Lyons. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Foreign  Office  [London],  January  11,  1862. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  the  Eugenia 
Smith,  a  British  vessel,  from  which  two  persons  were  taken  by  a  U.  S. 
cruiser,  and  have  been  since  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  circum¬ 
stances  are  detailed  in  the  newspaper  sent  to  you  by  Consul  Archibald. 

As  the  principle  which  has  governed  the  decision  of  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  case  of  the  Trent  appears  entirely  applicable  to  this  case,  I 
conclude  that  the  two  prisoners  will  be  released  at  once.  Should  that 
not  be  the  case  you  will  state  the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Seward,  and  ask 
for  the  delivery  of  the  prisoners. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  registry  of  the  vessel  Eugenia  Smith. 

I  am,  etc., 


Kussell. 


Lord  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  December  31,  1861. 

(Received  January  15, 1862.) 

My  Lord:  After  some  consultation  with  Mr.  Seward,  I  have  fixed 
noon  to-morrow  as  the  time,  and  Provincetown,  in  the  State  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  as  the  place,  at  which  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  Mr.  Macfar- 
land,  and  Mr.  Eustis  are  to  be  restored  to  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag. 

I  have  accordingly  requested  Commander  Hewett,  of  H.  M.  ship 
Rinaldo,  to  go  at  once  with  that  ship  to  Provincetown  to  receive  the 
four  gentlemen.  The  U.  S.  Government  will  convey  them  thither  from 
Fort  Warren  in  an  American  steam  vessel. 

Mr.  Seward  assures  me  that  this  arrangement  is  acceptable  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  well  calculated  to  secure  the 
gentlemen  themselves  from  inconvenience  and  annoyance. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy  of  the  dispatch 
which  I  have  written  to  Commander  Hewett.  Your  lordship  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  I  have  requested  him  to  proceed  with  his  passengers,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  Halifax.  This  will,  no  doubt,  he  in  conformity  with 
their  own  wishes. 

I  consider  that,  as  the  four  gentlemen  lost  their  passage  on  board  the 
Trent  in  consequence  of  their  not  obtaining  from  the  British  flag  the 
protection  which  it  ought  to  have  afforded  to  them,  we  are  now  bound 
to  facilitate  the  prosecution  of  their  voyage  to  Europe  if  they  request 
us  to  do  so.  They  will,  no  doubt,  on  their  arrival  at  Halifax,  confer 
with  the  lieutenant-governor  respecting  their  future  proceedings. 

It  may  perhaps  be  desirable,  after  all  that  has  occurred,  that  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  place  to  which  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  and  their 
companions  may  desire  to  proceed,  they  should  pursue  their  voyage  in 
a  Government  vessel;  for  it  would  be  most  unfortunate  if  the  whole 
question  should  be  reopened  by  any  attempt  to  capture  a  vessel  with 
these  gentlemen  on  board  and  bring  her  in  for  adjudication  before  an 
American  prize  court.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  would  countenance  such  a  proceeding,  but  an  officer  of 
the  IT.  S.  Navy  who  had  not  been  recently  in  communication  with  his 
superiors  might  form  a  misconception  of  their  wishes  and  of  his  own 
duty  and  deem  it  right  to  capture  a  private  vessel  on  the  same  grounds 
on  which  Captain  Wilkes  seized  the  four  passengers  on  board  the  Trent. 

I  have,  etc., 


Lyons. 


Earl  Bussell. 


[Enclosure.] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Commander  Hewett. 


Washington,  December  30 ,  1861 . 

Sir:  You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  declared  that  it  will  cheerfully  liberate  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Sli¬ 
dell,  Mr.  Macfarland,  and  Mr.  Eustis,  and  has  requested  me  to  appoint 
a  time  and  place  for  receiving  those  gentlemen. 

I  have  agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  that 
the  four  gentlemen  shall  be  replaced  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Hag  in  the  harbor  of  Provinceknvn,  Cape  Cod,  as  soon  as  the  neces¬ 
sary  arrangements  can  be  made. 

I  consider  it  to  be  of  very  great  importance  that  every  facility  should 
be  afforded  by  her  Majesty’s  officers  for  effecting  this  without  delay. 
I  therefore  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  you  to  proceed  as  soon  as 
possible,  in  her  Majesty’s  ship  under  your  command,  to  Provincetown 
harbor,  and  there  take  the  four  gentlemen  on  board.  They  will  be 
brought  from  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor,  to  Provincetown,  in  an 
American  steam  vessel.  Should  they  not  be  already  there  when  you 
arrive,  it  will  be  proper  that  you  wait  for  them. 

As  soon  as  you  have  them  on  board,  it  will  be  desirable  that  you 
proceed  with  them  direct  to  Halifax;  this  will,  no  doubt,  be  in  con¬ 
formity  with  their  own  wishes.  Yon  are  further  at  liberty  to  assure 
them  that  they  will  find  every  disposition  on  our  part  to  repair,  as  far 
as  is  now  possible,  any  inconvenience  or  disadvantage  which  they  have 
sustained  in  consequence  of  their  removal  from  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  We  shall  be  willing  to  place  them  as  nearly  as  possible 
in  the  position  which  they  occupied  when  that  removal  took  place;  but 
we  can  not  do  more  than  this.  We  shall  be  desirous  to  facilitate  their 
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passing  from  Halifax  to  any  neutral  port;  but  we  can  not  undertake  to 
convey  them  to  part  of  the  coast  of  the  States  which  have  seceded  from 
the  Republic.  The  whole  of  the  coasts  of  those  States  is  under  block¬ 
ade,  and  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  and  their  companions  were  excluded 
from  it  by  the  blockade  when  they  were  under  the  British  flag  mi  board 
the  Trent. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I  should  remind  you  that  these  gentle¬ 
men  have  no  official  character.  It  will  be  right  for  you  to  receive 
them  with  all  courtesy  and  respect  as  private  gentlemen  of  distinction  ; 
but  it  would  be  very  improper  to  pay  to  them  any  of  those  honors 
which  are  paid  to  official  persons. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  transfer  of  them  from  the  American  steam 
vessel  to  her  Majesty’s  ship  under  your  command  should  be  effected 
unostentatiously;  and  that  when  you  have  them  on  board,  you  should 
go  on  to  Halifax  without  the  smallest  delay. 

I  request  you  to  inform  me  by  telegraph,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
you  receive  this  dispatch,  of  the  hour  at  Avhich  you  intend  to  leave 
New  York,  and  of  the  hour  at  which  you  expect  to  arrive  at  Province- 
town. 


I  am,  etc., 

Commander  Hewett. 


Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

Washington,  December  31, 1861. 

(Received  January  15,  1862.) 

I  was  myself  perfectly  willing  to  dispatch  her  Majesty’s  ship  Rinaldo 
to  Boston  harbor  to  receive  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  and  their 
companions  from  Fort  Warren. 

I  told  Mr.  Seward  that  1  desired  to  consult  his  wishes  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble;  that  I  was  as  unwilling  as  he  could  be  that  the  transfer  of  the  four 
gentlemen  should  cause  any  popular  excitement,  or  be  made  the  occasion 
for  anything  like  display  of  exultation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
The  only  points  on  which  I  desired  to  insist  Avere,  that  the  transfer 
should  be  made  by  daylight,  and  that  the  gentlemen  should  either  be 
received  on  board  a  British  ship  of  war  in  the  United  States  or  be 
conveyed  to  a  British  xiort  in  an  American  ship. 

Provincetown  was  suggested  as  the  best  place  by  the  Assistant  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  small,  quiet  town.  It  is  situated 
near  Cape  Cod,  and  the  harbor  is  a  very  good  one.  It  is  about  40  miles 
from  Boston.  It  is  not  on  the  direct  route  from  Boston  to  Halifax,  but 
it  is  nearer  to  Halifax  than  Boston  is. 

lime  did  not  admit  ol  the  Rinaldo1  s  reaching  it  before  to-morrow  at 
noon. 

Lyons. 

Earl  Russell. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  January  3  [1862]. 

(Received  January  16.) 

.  Lord  :  The  telegraphic  dispatches  in  the  newspapers  this  morn¬ 
ing  announce  that  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Slidell,  and  their  two  companions 
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sailed  from  Provincetown  on  board  H.  M.  ship  Rinaldo  at  5  o’clock  the 
day  before  yesterday.  I  have  no  other  intelligence  of  their  departure, 
but  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  newspaper  accounts  are  correct. 

No  excitement  appears  to  have  been  apparent  either  at  Province- 
town  or  at  Boston. 

I  have,  etc., 


Earl  Russell. 


Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 


Washington,  January  6 ,  1862. 

(Received  January  20.) 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  dispatch  which 
I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  from  Commander  Hewett,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  he  received  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Slidell  on  board  H.  M.  ship 
Rinaldo ,  at  Provincetown,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  intended  to  put  to  sea 
at  once  and  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Halifax. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
have  received  to-day  from  Mr.  Frederick  Seward,  who  is  acting  as  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  in  the  absence  of  his  father.  It  announces  to  me  offi¬ 
cially  the  delivery  of  the  four  gentlemen  to  the  commander  of  the 
Rinaldo.  I  add  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Seward  in 
reply. 

1  have  learned  from  the  newspapers  that  the  Rinaldo  actually  sailed 
from  Provincetown  on  the  1st  instant.  Intelligence  of  her  arrival  at 
Halifax  has  not,  however,  yet  reached  Washington. 

I  have,  etc., 


Lyons. 


Ean  Russell. 


[Enclosure  1.] 


Commander  Hewett  to  Lord  Lyons. 


Rinaldo,  Provincetown  Harbor,  January  1 , 1862. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  left  New 
York  on  the  30th  ultimo  and  arrived  at  Provincetown  early  this 
morning,  and  waited  till  evening,  when  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and 
companions  came  on  board  from  an  American  tugboat  from  Boston. 
According  to  your  lordship’s  instructions  I  received  them  without  form 
or  ceremony. 

Although  the  barometer  is  falling  considerably,  I  intend  putting  to 
sea  at  once  and  making  the  best  of  my  way  to  Halifax. 

1  have,  etc., 

W.  Hewett. 

Lord  Lyons. 


P.  S. — The  gentlemen  remarked  that  their  only  wish  was  to  proceed 
to  Europe. 

W.  H. 


[Enclosure  2.] 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Washington,  January  6 , 1861  [1862]. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  4  p.  in.  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  1st  instant,  Messrs.  Mason,  Slidell,  Eustis,  and 
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Macfarland,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  were  taken  from  the 
British  mail  steamer  Trent ,  by  order  of  Captain  Wilkes,  of  the  U.  S. 
war  steamer  San  Jacinto,  were  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  com 
mander  of  the  British  war  steamer  Rinaldo ,  at  Provincetown,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

I  avail,  etc., 

F.  W.  Seward. 

Lord  Lyons. 

[Enclosure  3.] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  F.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  6,  1861  \1862\. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note,  dated  to-day, 
in  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  announce  to  me  that  Messrs. 
Mason,  Slidell,  Enstis,  and  Macfarland  were  delivered  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  her  Majesty’s  ship  Rinaldo ,  at  Provincetown,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  on  the  1st  instant. 

I  have,  on  my  part,  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of 
her  Majesty’s  ship,  the  Rinaldo,  who  was  deputed  by  me  to  receive  the 
four  gentlemen,  has  reported  to  me  that  they  were  duly  delivered  to 
him  on  board  that  ship,  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

I  have,  etc., 

Lyons. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq. 


Earl  Russell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Foreign  Office  [London],  January  23,  1862. 

My  Lord:  I  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant  that  her 
Majesty’s  Government  differed  from  Mr.  Seward  in  some  of  the  conclu¬ 
sions  at  which  he  had  arrived;  and  that  1  should  state  to  you  on  a 
future  occasion  wherein  these  differences  consisted.  I  now  proceed  to 
do  so. 

It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  I  propose  to  discuss  the  questions 
involved  in  this  correspondence  solely  on  the  principles  of  international 
law.  Mr.  Seward  himself,  speaking  of  the  capture  of  the  four  gentle¬ 
men  taken  from  on  board  the  Trent ,  says :  “  The  question  before  us  is 
whether  this  proceeding  was  authorized  by  and  conducted  according 
to  the  law  of  nations.”  This  is,  in  fact,  the  nature  of  the  question  which 
has  been,  but  happily  is  no  longer  at  issue.  It  concerned  the  respective 
rights  of  belligerents  and  neutrals.  W e  must  therefore  discard  entirely 
from  our  minds  the  allegation  that  the  captured  persons  were  rebels, 
and  we  must  consider  them  only  as  enemies  of  the  United  States,  at  war 
with  its  Government,  for  that  is  the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Seward  ulti¬ 
mately  places  the  discussion.  It  is  the  only  ground  upon  which  foreign 
governments  can  treat  it. 

The  first  inquiry  that  arises  therefore  is,  as  Mr.  Seivard  states  it, 
“Were  the  persons  named  and  their  supposed  dispatches  contraband 
of  war?” 

Upon  this  question  her  Majesty’s  Government  differ  entirely  from 
Mr.  Seward. 

The  general  right  and  duty  of  a  neutral  power  to  maintain  its  own 
communications  and  friendly  relations  with  both  belligerents  can  not  be 
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disputed.  “A  neutral  nation,”  says  Vattel,*  “continues,  with  the  two 
parties  at  war,  in  the  several  relations  nature  has  placed  between 
nations.  It  is  ready  to  perform  toward  both  of  them  all  the  duties  of 
humanity  reciprocally  due  from  nation  to  nation.”  In  the  performance 
of  these  duties,  on  both  sides,  the  neutral  nation  has  itself  a  most 
direct  and  material  interest;  especially  when  it  has  numerous  citizens 
resident  in  the  territories  of  both  belligerents;  and  when  its  citizens, 
resident  both  there  and  at  home,  have  property  of  great  value  in  the 
territories  of  the  belligerents,  which  may  be  exposed  to  danger  from 
acts  ol  confiscation  and  violence  if  the  protection  of  their  own  govern¬ 
ment  should  be  withheld.  This  is  the  case  with  respect  to  British  sub¬ 
jects  during  the  present  civil  war  in  North  America. 

Acting  upon  these  principles,  Sir  William  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the 
Caroline ,t  during  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  decided 
that  the  carrying  of  dispatches  from  the  French  ambassador  resident 
in  the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  France  by  a  United  States 
merchant  ship  was  no  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States 
in  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  and  that  such  dispatches 
could  not  be  treated  as  contraband  of  war. 

He  said  : 


The  neutral  country  has  a  right  to  preserve  its  relations  with  the  enemy,  and 
you  are  not  at  liberty  to  conclude  that  any  communication  between  them  can  par¬ 
take,  in  any  degree,  of  the  nature  of  hostility  against  you.  The  enemy  may  have 
his  hostile  projects  to  be  attempted  with  the  neutral  state,  hut  your  reliance  is  on 
the  integrity  of  that  neutral  state,  that  it  will  not  favor  nor  participate  in  such 
designs,  hut,  as  far  as  its  own  councils  and  actions  are  concerned,  will  oppose  them. 
And  if  there  should  be  private  reasons  to  suppose  that  this  confidence  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  neutral  state  has  a  doubtful  foundation,  that  is  matter  for 'the  caution 
of  the  Government,  to  he  counteracted  by  just  measures  of  preventive  policy;  but 
it  is  no  ground  on  which  this  court  can  pronounce  that  the  neutral  carrier  has 
violated  his  duty  by  bearing  dispatches,  which,  as  far  as  he  can  know,  may  be  pre 
sumed  to  he  of  an  innocent  nature,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  a  specific  connection 


And  lie  continues,  shortly  afterwards: 


It  is  to  be  considered  also,  with  regard  to  this  question,  wliat  may  be  due  to  the 
convenience  of  the  neutral  state,  for  its  interests  may  require  that  the  intercourse  of 
correspondence  with  the  enemy’s  country  should  not  be  altogether  interdicted.  It 
might  be  thought  to  amount  almost  to  a  declaration  that  an  ambassador  from  the 
enemy  shall  not  reside  in  the  neutral  state,  if  ho  is  declared  to  bo  debarred  from 
the  only  means  of  communicating  with  his  own.  For  to  what  useful  purpose  can 
he  reside  there  without  the  opportunities  of  such  a  communication?  It  is  too  much 
to  say  that  all  the  business  of  the  two  states  shall  be  transacted  by  the  minister  of 
the  neutral  state  resident  in  the  enemy’s  country.  The  practice  of  nations  has 
allow'ed  to  neutral  states  the  privilege  of  receiving  ministers  from  the  belligerent 
states,  and  the  use  and  convenience  of  an  immediate  negotiation  with  them. 

That  these  principles  must  necessarily  extend  to  every  kind  of  dip¬ 
lomatic  communication  between  government  and  government,  whether 
by  sending  or  receiving  ambassadors  or  commissioners  personally,  or 
by  sending  or  receiving  dispatches  from  or  to  such  ambassadors  or 
commissioners,  or  from  or  to  the  respective  governments,  is  too  plain 
to  need  argument;  and  it  seems  no  less  clear  that  such  communications 
must  be  as  legitimate  and  innocent  in  their  first  commencement  as 
afterwards,  and  that  the  rule  can  not  be  restricted  to  the  case  in  which 
diplomatic  relations  are  already  formally  established  by  the  residence 
of  an  accredited  minister  of  the  belligerent  power  in  the  neutral  coun¬ 
try.  It  is  the  neutrality  of  the  one  party  to  the  communications,  and 
not  either  the  mode  of  the  communications  or  the  time  when  it  first 


Vattel,  Book  III,  cap.  7,  sec.  118. 
fThe  Caroline  (Chr.  Rob.,  461);  cited  and  approved  by 
Part  iv,  cap.  3,  sec.  22). 


Wheaton  (“Elements,” 
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takes  place,  which  furnishes  the  test  of  the  true  application  of  the 
principle.  The  only  distinction  arising-  out  of  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances  of  a  civil  war  and  of  the  nonrecognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  de  facto  government  of  one  of  the  belligerents,  either  by  the 
other  belligerent  or  by  the  neutral  power,  is  this :  That,  afor  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  the  difficulties  which  might  arise  from  a  formal  and  positive 
solution  of  these  questions,  diplomatic  agents  are  frequently  substi¬ 
tuted  who  are  clothed  with  the  powers  and  enjoy  the  immunities  of 
ministers,  though  they  are  not  invested  with  the  representative  char¬ 
acter  nor  entitled  to  diplomatic  honors.”*  Upon  this  footing  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Slidell,  who  are  expressly  stated  by  Mr.  Seward  to  have  been 
sent  as  pretended  ministers  plenipotentiary  from  the  Southern  States 
to  the  courts  of  St.  James  and  of  Paris,  must  have  been  sent,  and 
would  have  been,  if  at  all,  received;  and  the  reception  of  these  gentle¬ 
men  upon  this  footing  could  not  have  been  justly  regarded,  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  as  a  hostile  or  unfriendly  act  toward  the  United 
States.  Nor,  indeed,  is  it  clear  that  these  gentlemen  would  have  been 
clothed  with  any  powers,  or  have  enjoyed  any  immunities,  beyond  those 
accorded  to  diplomatic  agents  not  officially  recognized. 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty’s  Government  to  be  a  necessary  and  cer¬ 
tain  deduction  from  these  principles  that  the  conveyance  of  public 
agents  of  this  character  from  Havana  to  St.  Thomas  on  their  way  to 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  of  their  credentials  or  dispatches  (if 
any)  on  board  the  Trent ,  was  not  and  could  not  be  a  violation  of  the 
duties  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  that  vessel ;  and,  both  for  that  reason 
and  also  because  the  destination  of  these  persons  and  their  dispatches 
was  bona  fide  neutral,  it  is  in  the  judgment  of  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  clear  and  certain  that  they  were  not  contraband. 

The  doctrine  of  contraband  has  its  whole  foundation  and  origin  in 
the  principle  which  is  nowhere  more  accurately  explained  than  in  the 
following  passage  of  Bynkershoek.  After  stating  in  general  terms  the 
duty  of  impartial  neutrality,  he  adds  : 

Et  sane  id,  quod  modo  dicebam,  non  tanium  ratio  docet,  sed  et  usus,  inter  omnes  fere 
gentes  receptus.  Quamvis  enim  libera  sint  cum  amicorum  nostror inn  hostibus  commercia, 
usu  tanien plaouit,  ne  alterutrum  his  rebus  juvemus,  quibus  helium  contra  amicos  nostros 
instruatur  et  foveatur.  Non  licet  igitur  alterutri  adcehcre  ea,  quibus  inbello  gerendo  opus 
liabet ;  ut  sunt  tormenta,  anna,  et  quorum  prwcipuus  in  hello  usiis,  milites.  *  *  *  * 

Optimo  jure  inter  dictum  est,  ne  quid  eorum  hostibus  subministremus  ;  quia  his  rebus  nos 
ipsiquodammodo  videremur  amicis  nostris  helium  facere.t 

The  principle  of  contraband  of  war  is  here  clearly  explained,  and  it 
is  impossible  that  men,  or  dispatches,  which  do  not  come  within  that 
principle,  can  in  this  sense  be  contraband.  The  penalty  of  knowingly 
carrying  contraband  of  war  is,  as  Mr.  Seward  states,  nothing  less  than 
the  confiscation  of  the  ship;  but  it  is  impossible  that  this  penalty  can 
be  incurred  when  the  neutral  has  done  no  more  than  employ  means 
usual  among  nations  for  maintaining  his  own  proper  relations  with  one 
of  the  belligerents.  It  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  definition  of  contra¬ 
band  that  the  articles  should  have  a  hostile,  and  not  a  neutral  desti¬ 
nation.  “Goods,”  says  Lord  Stowell,|  “going  to  a  neutral  port  can  not 
come  under  the  description  of  contraband,  all  goods  going  there  being 
equally  lawful.  The  rule  respecting  contraband,”  he  adds,  “as  I  have 
always  understood  it,  is  that  articles  must  be  taken  in  delicto ,  in  the 
actual  prosecution  of  the  voyage  to  an  enemy’s  port.”  On  what  just 
principle  can  it  be  contended  that  a  hostile  destination  is  less  neces- 

*  Wheaton’s  Elements,  part  3,  chap.  1,  sec.  5. 

t  Bynkershoek :  Qiuest.  Jur.  Publ.,lib.  1,  cap.  9. 

fThe  Ina;  3  Chr.  Rob.,  167. 
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sary,  or  a  neutral  destination  more  noxious,  for  constituting  a  contra¬ 
band  character  in  the  case  of  public  agents  or  dispatches,  than  in  the 
case  of  arms  and  ammunition1? 

Mr.  Seward  seeks  to  support  his  conclusion  on  this  point  by  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  well-known  dictum  of  Sir  William  Scott  in  the  case  of  the 
Caroline ,  that  “you  may  stop  the  ambassador  of  your  enemy  on  his 
passage,”*  and  to  another  dictum  of  the  same  judge,  in  the  case  of  the 
Orozembo ,  that  civil  functionaries,  “  if  sent  for  a  purpose  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  hostile  operations,”!  may  fall  under  the  same  rule  with 
persons  whose  employment  is  directly  military.  These  quotations  are, 
as  it  seems  to  her  Majesty’s  Government,  irrelevant.  The  words  of 
Sir  W.  Scott  are  in  both  applied  by  Mr.  Seward  in  a  sense  different 
from  that  in  which  they  were  used.  Sir  William  Scott  does  not  say 
that  an  ambassador  sent  from  a  belligerent  to  a  neutral  state  "may  be 
stopped  as  contraband  while  on  his  passage  on  board  a  neutral  vessel 
belonging  to  that  or  any  other  neutral  state;  nor  that,  if  he  be  not 
contraband,  the  other  belligerent  would  have  any  right  to  stop  him  on 
such  a  voyage.  The  sole  object  which  Sir  William  Scott  had  in  view 
was  to  explain  the  extent  and  limits  of  the  doctrine  of  the  inviolabil¬ 
ity  of  ambassadors,  in  virtue  of  that  character  ;  for  he  says: 

The  limits  that  are  assigned  to  the  operations  of  war  against  them,  by  Vattel  and 
other  writers  upon  these  subjects,  are  that  you  may  exercise  your  right  of  war  against 
them  whenever  the  character  of  hostility  exists.  You  may  stop  the  ambassador  of 
your  enemy  on  his  passage;  but  when  he  has  arrived,  and  taken  upon  him  the 
functions  of  his  office,  and  lias  been  admitted  in  his  representative  character,  lie 
becomes  a  sort  of  middleman,  entitled  to  peculiar  privileges,  as  set  apart  for  the 
protection  of  the  relations  of  amity  and  peace,  in  maintaining  which  all  nations  are 
in  some  degree  interested. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  in  this  passage  from  which  an  inference 
can  be  drawn  so  totally  opposed  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  whole 
judgment,  as  that  an  ambassador  proceeding  to  the  country  to  which 
he  is  sent,  and  on  board  a  neutral  vessel  belonging  to  that  country, 
can  be  stopped  on  the  ground  that  the  conveyance  of  such  an  ambas¬ 
sador  is  a  breach  of  neutrality,  which  it  must  be  if  he  be  contraband  of 
war.  Sir  William  Scott  is  here  expressing  not  his  own  opinion  merely, 
but  the  doctrine  which  he  considers  to  have  been  laid  down  by  writers 
of  authority  upon  the  subject.  No  writer  of  authority  has  ever  sug¬ 
gested  that  an  ambassador  proceeding  to  a  neutral  state  on  board  one 
of  its  merchant  ships  is  contraband  of  war.  The  only  writer  named  by 
Sir  William  Scott  is  Vattel,:):  whose  words  are  these: 

On  pent  encore  attaquer  et  arreter  ses  gens  [i.  e.,  gens  de  Vennemi ],  partoui  oil  on  a  la 
liberty  d’exercer  des  actes  d’hostilite.  Non  seulement  done  on peut  justement  refuser  le  pas¬ 
sage  aux  min  is  ires  qu’un  ennemi  envoye  d  d  autres  souverains;  on  les  arrete  meme  s  ils 
entreprennent  de  passer  secretement  et  sans  permission  dans  les  lieux  dont,  on  est  maitre. 

And  he  adds,  as  an  example,  the  seizure  of  a  French  ambassador 
when  passing  through  the  dominions  of  Hanover  during  war  between 
England  and  France,  by  the  King  of  England,  who  was  also  sovereign 
of  Hanover. 

The  rule,  therefore,  to  be  collected  from  these  authorities  is  that  you 
may  stop  an  enemy’s  ambassador  in  any  place  ot  which  you  are  your¬ 
self  the  master,  or  in  any  place  where  you  have  a  right  to  exercise  acts 
of  hostility.  Your  own  territory,  or  ships  of  your  own  country,  are 
places  of  which  you  are  yourself  the  master.  The  enemy’s  territory,  or 
the  enemy’s  ships,  are  the  places  in  which  you  have  a  right  to  exercise 

*Tke  Caroline;  6  Clir.  Rob.,  468.  t  Vattel,  lib.  iv,  chap.  7,  sec.  85. 

fThe  Orozembo;  6  Chr.  Rob.,  434. 
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acts  of  hostility.  Neutral  vessels,  guilty  of  no  violation  of  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  are  places  where  you  have  no  right  to  exercise  acts  of  hos¬ 
tility. 

It  would  be  an  inversion  of  the  doctrine  that  ambassadors  have 
peculiar  privileges  to  argue  that  they  are  less  protected  than  other 
meu.  The  right  conclusion  is  that  an  ambassador  sent  to  a  neutral 
power  is  inviolable  on  the  high  seas,  as  well  as  in  neutral  waters,  while 
under  the  protection  of  the  neutral  flag. 

The  other  dictum  of  Sir  William  Scott,  in  the  case  of  the  Orozembo , 
is  even  less  pertinent  to  the  present  question.  That  related  to  the  case 
of  a  neutral  ship  which,  upon  the  effect  of  the  evidence  given  on  the 
trial,  was  held  by  the  court  to  have  been  engaged  as  an  enemy’s  trans 
port  to  convey  the  enemy’s  military  officers  and  some  of  his  civil  offi¬ 
cers,  whose  duties  were  intimately  connected  with  military  operations, 
from  the  enemy’s  country  to  one  of  the  enemy’s  colonies,  which  was 
about  to  be  the  theater  of  those  operations,  the  whole  being  done  under 
color  of  a  simulated  neutral  destination.  But  as  long  as  a  neutral 
government,  within  whose  territory  no  military  operations  are  carried 
on,  adheres  to  its  profession  of  neutrality  the  duties  of  civil  officers 
on  a  mission  to  that  government  and  within  its  territory  can  not  possi¬ 
bly  be  “connected  with”  any  “military  operations”  in  the  sense  in 
which  these  words  were  used  by  Sir  William  Scott,  as,  indeed,  is  ren¬ 
dered  quite  clear  by  the  passages  already  cited  from  his  own  judgment 
in  the  case  of  the  Caroline. 

In  connection  with  this  part  of  the  subject  it  is  necessary  to  notice 
a  remarkable  passage  in  Mr.  Seward’s  note,  in  which  he  says : 

I  assume,  in  the  present  case,  wlrat,  as  I  read  British  authorities,  is  regarded  by 
Great  Britain  herself  as  true  maritime  law — that  the  circumstance  that  the  Trent 
was  proceeding  from  a  neutral  port  to  another  neutral  port  does  not  modify  the  right 
of  the  belligerent  caj)ture. 

If,  indeed,  the  immediate  and  ostensible  voyage  of  the  Trent  had 
been  to  a  neutral  port,  but  her  ultimate  and  real  destination  to  some 
port  of  the  enemy,  her  Majesty’s  Government  might  have  been  better 
able  to  understand  the  reference  to  British  authorities  contained  in  this 
passage.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  law,  as  laid  down  by  British  authori¬ 
ties,  that  if  the  real  destination  of  the  vessel  be  hostile  (that  is,  to  the 
enemy  or  the  enemy’s  country)  it  can  not  be  covered  and  rendered 
innocent  by  a  fictitious  destination  to  a  neutral  port.  But  if  the  real 
terminus  of  the  voyage  be  bona  fide,  in  a  neutral  territory,  no  English, 
nor,  indeed,  as  her  Majesty’s  Government  believe,  any  American 
authority  can  be  found  which  has  ever  given  countenance  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  either  men  or  dispatches  can  be  subject,  during  such  a  voy¬ 
age  and  on  board  such  a  neutral  vessel,  to  belligerent  capture  as  con¬ 
traband  of  war.  Her  Majesty's  Government  regard  such  a  doctrine  as 
wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  true  principles  of  maritime  law,  and 
certainly  with  those  principles  as  they  have  been  understood  in  the 
courts  of  this  country. 

It  is  to  be  further  observed  that  packets  engaged  in  the  postal  serv¬ 
ice,  and  keeping  up  the  regular  and  periodical  communications  between 
the  different  countries  of  Europe  and  America  and  other  parts  of  the 
world,  though,  in  the  absence  of  treaty  stipulations,  they  may  not  be 
exempted  from  visit  and  search  in  time  of  war,  nor  from  the  penalties 
of  any  violation  of  neutrality,  if  proved  to  have  been  knowingly  com¬ 
mitted,  are  still,  when  sailing  in  the  ordinary  and  innocent  course  of 
their  legitimate  employment,  which  consists  in  the  conveyance  of  mails 
and  passengers,  entitled  to  peculiar  favor  and  protection  from  all  gov- 
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ernments  in  whose  service  they  are  engaged.  To  detain,  disturb,  or 
interfere  with  them,  without  the  very  gravest  cause,  would  be  an  act 
of  a  most  noxious  and  injurious  character,  not  only  to  a  vast  number 
and  variety  of  individual  and  private  interests,  but  to  the  public  inter¬ 
ests  of  neutral  and  friendly  governments. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  dwell  upon  these  points  in  some  detail, 
because  they  involve  principles  of  the  highest  importance,  and  because, 
if  Mr.  Seward’s  argument  were  acted  upon  as  sound,  the  most  injurious 
consequences  might  follow. 

For  instance,  in  the  present  war,  according  to  Mr.  Seward’s  doctrine, 
any  packet  ship  carrying  a  Confederate  agent  from  Dover  to  Calais,  or 
from  Calais  to  Dover,  might  be  captured  and  carried  to  New  York.  In 
case  of  a  war  between  Austria  and  Italy  the  conveyance  of  an  Italian 
minister  or  agent  might  cause  the  capture  of  a  neutral  packet  plying 
between  Malta  and  Marseilles,  or  between  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  the 
condemnation  of  the  ship  at  Trieste,  and  the  confinement  of  the  minister 
or  agent  in  an  Austrian  prison.  So  in  the  late  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  on  the  one  hand,  and  Russia  on  the  other,  a  Russian 
minister  going  from  Hamburg  to  Washington,  in  an  American  ship, 
might  have  been  brought  to  Portsmouth,  the  ship  might  have  been  con¬ 
demned,  and  the  minister  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London.  So,  also,  a 
Confederate  vessel  of  war  might  capture  a  Cunard  steamer  on  its  way 
from  Halifax  to  Liverpool  on  the  ground  of  its  carrying  dispatches 
from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  erroneous  principles  asserted  by  Mr.  Sew¬ 
ard  and  the  consequences  they  involve,  her  Majesty’s  Government 
think  it  necessary  to  declare  that  they  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  any  British  merchant  ship  in  circumstances  similar  to  those  of 
the  Trent ,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  brought  before  a  prize  court,  though 
it  would  alter  thecharacter,  wouldnot  diminish  the  gravity  of  the  offense 
against  the  law  of  nations  which  would  thereby  be  committed. 

Having  disposed  of  the  question  whether  the  persons  named  and 
their  supposed  dispatches  were  contrabrand  of  war,  I  am  relieved  from 
the  necessity  of  discussing  the  other  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Seward, 
namely,  whether  Captain  Wilkes  had  lawfully  a  right  to  stop  and 
search  the  Trent  for  these  persons  and  their  supposed  dispatches; 
whether  that  right,  assuming  that  he  possessed  it,  was  exercised  by 
him  in  a  lawful  and  proper  manner,  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  persons  found  on  board. 

The  fifth  question  put  by  Mr.  Seward,  namely,  whether  Captain 
Wilkes  exercised  the  alleged  right  of  capture  in  the  manner  allowed 
and  recognized  by  the  law  of  nations,  is  resolved  by  Mr.  Seward  him¬ 
self  in  the  negative. 

I  can  not  conclude,  however,  without  noticing  one  very  singular  pas¬ 
sage  in  Mr.  Seward’s  dispatch. 

Mr.  Seward  asserts  that  “if  the  safety  of  this  Union  required  the 
detention  of  the  captured  persons  it  would  be  the  right  and  duty  of 
this  Government  to  detain  them.”  He  proceeds  to  say  that  the  waning 
proportions  of  the  insurrection  and  the  comparative  unimportance  of 
the  captured  persons  themselves  forbid  him  from  resorting  to  that 
defense.  Mr.  Seward  does  not  here  assert  any  right  founded  on  inter¬ 
national  law,  however  inconvenient  or  irritating  to  neutral  nations;  he 
entirely  loses  sight  of  the  vast  difference  which  exists  between  the 
exercise  of  an  extreme  right  and  the  commission  of  an  unquestional 
ble  wrong.  His  frankness  compels  me  to  be  equally  open,  and  to 
inform  him  that  Great  Britain  could  not  have  submitted  to  the  perpe- 
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tration  of  that  wrong,  however  flourishing  might  have  been  the  insur¬ 
rection  in  the  South  and  however  importaut  the  persons  captured 
might  have  been. 

Happily  all  danger  of  hostile  collision  on  this  subject  has  been 
avoided.  It  is  the  earnest  hope  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  that 
similar  dangers,  if  they  should  arise,  may  be  averted  by  peaceful  nego¬ 
tiations  conducted  in  the  spirit  which  befits  the  organs  of  the  two 
great  nations. 

I  request  you  to  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward  and  irive  him  a 
copy  of  it. 

I  am,  etc., 


Russell. 


Lord  Lyons. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  November  8,  1861,  from  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.) 

Secretary  [of]  State:  Am  requested  by  consul  at  Bermuda  to 
state  that  English  merchant  steamer  Fingal  arrived  at  Bermuda  on  3d, 
bound  Jamaica,  via  Nassau,  New  Providence.  Leaves  on  5th.  lie  is 
convinced  she  is  laden  with  munitions  of  war  and  intends  to  run  block¬ 
ade.  Steamer  Nashville  escaped  from  Charleston;  was  coaling  at  Ber¬ 
muda  on  3d  to  leave  for  Liverpool  ou  5th.  Slidell  and  Mason  not  on 
board;  supposed  they  left  St.  Thomas  for  Southampton  on  30th  ultimo 
in  English  steamer. 

M.  M.  Jackson, 

Consul. 

Hon.  Wji.  H.  Seward. 


Report  of  Commander  Marchand,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  James 
Adger,  forwarding  information  of  steamer  Gladiator,  from  London, 
loaded  with  munitions  of  war. 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 
Southampton,  England,  November  !>,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  hopes  of  getting  to 
sea  to-night  or  to  morrow  morning  on  the  way  with  this  ship  to  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  as  directed  by  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont. 

Information  has  been  given  me  that  an  iron  propeller  named  the 
Gladiator,  of  London,  of  600  tons  burden,  left  the  Thames  two  days  ago 
laden  with  600  cases  of  Enfield  and  Belgian  rifles,  a  number  of  cannon, 
a  large  quantity  of  field  blankets,  shells,  powder,  and  other  munitions 
of  war,  bound  either  to  Bermuda  or  Nassau,  the  latter  the  most  prob¬ 
able,  with  the  intention  of  transshipment  to  the  Southern  States.  The 
Gladiator  is  an  English  vessel  with  regular  papers  and  destined  to  an 
English  port.  I  will  keep  a  lookout  for  her  ou  our  return  to  the  United 
States. 

The  paymaster  has  made  arrangements  with  Messrs.  Baring,  Bros.  & 
Co.  for  funds  to  defray  our  expenses  here. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  R.  W.  Welch ,  esq.,  to  F.  S.  Lcithrop,  esq.,  relative  to  loading 
of  vessels  at  Havana  for  Southern  ports,  and  urging  the  need  of  a  war 
vessel  there. 

Key  West,  November  9,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  underwriters’  schooner,  Henry  W.  Johnson,  Hoyt,  lias 
this  moment  arrived  here  from  Havana,  with  dispatches  from  R.  W. 
Shufeldt,  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  to  the  commander  of  the 
forces  here,  giving  the  intelligence  that  several  rebel  vessels  are  load¬ 
ing  for  Southern  ports,  and  that  40,000  stand  arms  would  leave  Havana 
yesterday  and  to-day. 

Why  this  place  is  left  without  a  single  steam  vessel  of  war  is  unac¬ 
countable,  as  it  certainly  is  the  most  important  point  upon  the  coast  of 
the  United  States,  and  hardly  a  day  passes  that  one  could  not  be  use¬ 
ful;  a  single  fast  steamer  might  be  dispatched,  and,  no  doubt,  would 
intercept  one  or  more  of  the  rebel  vessels  constantly  arriving  at  and 
departing  from  Havana  every  day. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Huntsville  is  now  in  port  being  repaired,  and  of  course 
is  useless.  Captain  Hoyt,  I  understand,  will  leave  immediately  for 
Nassau  and  hopes  to  meet  the  pirate  vessels  said  to  be  cruising  about 
the  Bahama  Banks. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Welch. 

F.  S.  Lathrop,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  Managing  Affairs  of  the 

Key  West  and  Nassau  Agencies ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  R.  W.  Welch ,  esq.,  Key  West,  to  F.  S.  Lathrop,  esq.,  relative 
to  the  continual  loading  of  vessels  at  Havana  for  Southern  ports. 


Key  West,  November  11,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  sails  for  New  York  this  p.  m., 
and  has  on  board  many  passengers  and  provisions. 

Almost  every  day  we  have  arrivals  from  Havana,  who  report  rebel 
vessels  fitting  out  from  that  port  with  arms  for  the  Southern  army,  and 
no  United  States  ship  of  war  upon  the  station  to  oppose  them. 

I  hope,  erelong,  we  shall  have  Captain  Craven  upon  this  station,  with 
his  new  ship  and  a  roving  commission ;  only  such  a  man  should  be  seut 
here. 

I  am  happy  to  say  everything  here  is  quiet.  Brigadier-General  French 
goes  passenger  on  the  Rhode  Island.  He  will  call  upon  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Welch. 


F.  S.  Lathrop,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  Managing  Affairs  of  the 

Key  West  and  Nassau  Agencies,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iroquois , 
of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  with  enclosed  correspondence  with 
the  governor  of  Curacao. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas ,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  My  last  letter  to  the  Department  was  from  Paramaribo  (Suri¬ 
nam),  25th  of  October. 
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Finding  we  obtained  coal  so  slowly,  I  left  on  the  2/tli  for  Trinidad, 
Laving  received  coal  enough  to  take  me  thither.  Here,  where  I  had 
great  hopes  of  finding  the  Sumter ,  I  entered  the  port  at  midnight  with 
the  full  intention  of  running  into  her  and  carrying  her  by  boarding, 
and  being  off  with  her  before  daylight,  ere  the  authorities  could  be 
aware  of  the  transaction,  even  if  I  had  to  go  under  sail  alone. 

But  she  did  not  prove  to  be  here,  neither  had  they  heard  of  her  since 
my  departure.  It  was  said,  however,  that  the  lights  of  a  strange 
steamer  were  seen  passing  through  the  gulf  some  three  nights  previous. 

]  now  filled  up  my  coal,  proceeded  down  the  main  land  of  V  enezuela 
to  the  Island  of  Margarita,  entered  two  of  its  harbors,  where  I  thought 
possibly  the  Sumter  might  have  gone  in  for  supplies.  I  was  told  there 
that  there  was  a  strange  man-of-war  steamer  at  Cumana,  also  that  the 
Sumter  was  last  week  cruising  off  La  Guayra,  and  that  the  American 
merchants  there  were  very  anxious  about  vessels  they  were  expecting. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  La  Guayra,  where  I  soon  learned  the  story 
was  false,  and  that  the  Sumter  had  not  been  off  there  since  her  first 
appearance  two  months  ago.  The  strange  steam  man-of-war  from 
Cumana  also  arrived  that  day,  proving  it  to  be  a  Frenchman.  I  also 
fell  in  with  the  Macedonian  the  same  day,  who  had  come  along  the 
coast  from  Aspinwall,  but  as  she  had  not  stopped  at  Puerto  Cabello,  I 
determined  to  go  there.  Upon  reaching  that  port  I  found  nothiug  had 
been  heard  of  the  Sumter  in  that  quarter  for  the  last  two  months.  I 
began  now  to  doubt  the  information  given  me  by  the  French  brig,  and 
had  he  not  first  complained  to  his  own  man-of-war  packet  that  a  Southern 
American  corsair  steamer  had  made  him  show  his  colors,  and  after¬ 
ward  earnestly  assured  my  officer  that  it  was  the  Sumter ,  which  he 
knew  well,  which  passed  him  going  to  the  westward  off  the  coast  of 
Guiana,  I  should  conclude  that  she  was' still  off  the  coast  of  Brazil.  I 
stayed  a  day  at  Puerto  Cabello,  where  the  Government  seemed  most 
friendly  to  the  United  States  and  assured  me  the  Sumter  should  not  be 
allowed  to  come  into  their  port. 

I  then  ran  over  to  Curasao.  When  boarded  by  the  harbor  master 
as  I  was  about  entering  port,  I  was  requested  to  remain  outside  until 
I  received  a  communication  from  the  governor,  and  shortly  after  the 
flag  captain  of  the  Dutch  commodore  (they  having  at  this  time  quite  a 
large  squadron  in  port,  with  which  they  are  about  to  enforce  some 
claims  upon  Venezuela)  came  on  board  bringing  me  a  letter  from  the 
governor,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

This  Dutch  notion  of  neutrality  exceeds  anything,  savoring  some¬ 
what  of  impertinence  and  certainly  disrespectful  to  our  flag. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  reply.  It  is  perhaps  rather  too  civil,  but  the 
officer  told  me  that  they  all  regretted  the  views  of  the  home  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  thought  it  was  only  intended  to  keep  the  Southern  privateers 
out  of  their  harbor.  I  sent  in  a  boat  for  our  consul,  a  Mr.  Morse,  of 
Iowa,  only  lately  arrived,  who  informed  me  that  there  were  two  ves¬ 
sels  laden  with  coal  belonging  to  our  Government  now  in  the  port. 

I  advised  him  to  send  them  elsewhere,  as  no  American  man-of-war 
would  enter  the  port  of  Curasao  under  their  present  regulations.  He 
said  that  one  was  already  unloaded  and  that  the  vessels  were  chartered 
to  go  elsewhere,  and  he  did  not  see  how  he  could  remove  the  coal.  I 
then  left  for  St.  Thomas,  where  I  arrived  this  morning, 

^  I  here  again  learn  that  the  Sumter  was  spoken  four  days  ago  off 
Guadeloupe,  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel  whom  she  boarded  assures 
me  that  her  appearance  agrees  with  a  photograph  which  I  have  of  the 
Sumter.  Consequently,  as  soon  as  I  have  coaled  and  done  some  little 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION.  205 

work  upon  tlie  boilers  and  engines,  which  were  very  much  fouled  by  the 
mud  of  the  Surinam  Eiver,  I  shall  be  oft'  again  in  search. 

I  am  now  embarrassed  to  know  what  the  Department’s  wishes  are  on 
the  subject  of  this  ship,  whether  to  remain  in  the  West  Indies  and  pro¬ 
tect  our  interests  here,  which  all  the  consuls  and  merchants  desire  me 
to  do,  or  to  return  at  once  to  Hampton  Eoads.  From  the  fact  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment’s  having  sent  out  coal  to  this  station  and  that  the  Powhatan 
and  Keystone  State  have  returned  home,  and  again  this  later  news  con¬ 
cerning  the  Sumter ,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  remain  until  I  hear  from 
the  Department. 

A  reply  to  this  letter  1  can  obtain  in  three  weeks,  addressed  to  the 
care  of  the  consul  at  this  port  via  Havana. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 

P.  S. — I  find  the  best  way  of  addressing  letters  to  St.  Thomas  is 
through  Maitland  &  Phelps,  New  York,  and  not  through  Havana. 


[Enclosures.] 

Curasao,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  The  Government  of  the  Netherlands,  wishing  to  maintain  a 
strict  neutrality  during  the  existing  disturbances  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  and,  in  conformity  therewith,  having  adopted  some  general 
rules  to  be  observed  in  reference  to  vessels  of  war  of  the  one  or  other 
belligerent  party  entering  one  of  its  seaports,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  instructions  received  on  the  subject  for  your 
guidance.  They  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Vessels  of  war  of  the  belligerent  parties  will  be  admitted  in  this 
port  for  forty-eight  hours  only,  except  in  case  of  distress  or  other  legal 
reasons  making  a  longer  stay  absolutely  necessary. 

2.  To  the  said  vessels  of  war  it  will  only  be  permitted  to  take  in  the 
necessary  provisions,  but  no  ammunition ;  while,  for  as  much  as  regards 
steamers  being  in  want  of  fuel,  they  may  not  supply  themselves  with 
more  than  the  quantity  requisite  to  steam  twenty-four  hours  beyond  the 
anchoring  place. 

Giving  myself  the  honor  to  bring  those  regulations,  based  on  the 
principle  of  perfect  neutrality,  under  your  notice,  I  beg  leave  at  the 
same  time  to  express  my  expectation  that  you  will  readily  comply  with 
the  same  in  entering  this  harbor  with  the  vessel  of  war  under  your  com¬ 
mand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully, 

The  governor  of  Curagao  and  dependencies, 

<T.  D.  Crol. 

His  honor  Gaptain  Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

The  Commander  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 


U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Off  Curasao,  November  8 ,  1861. 

Captain  Palmer  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  let¬ 
ter  of  the  governor  ot  Ouragao  of  this  day’s  date,  and  in  reply  informs 
his  excellency  that,  though  it  was  his  intention  to  have  entered  the  port 
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of  Curasao  for  a  few  hours,  he  now  declines  accepting  the  hospitality 
of  a  government  which  places  the  Hag  of  the  United  States  on  a  par 
with  that  of  a  rebellious  party  who  are  wickedly  opposing  it. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Curaqao  and  its  Dependen¬ 
cies. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  of  departure  of  that  vessel  to  protect  commerce ,  etc. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  November  11,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  is  at  sea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Capture  of  the  Confederate  privateer  Beauregard ,  November  12,  1861. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  bark  W.  G. 

Anderson,  of  the  capture  of  the  C.  S.  privateer  Beauregard. 

TJ.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 
Bahama  Channel,  November  13,  1861. 

Sir:  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  under  date  of  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  per  schooner  J.  J.  Spencer ,  enclosing  abstract  log  of  the  U.  S. 
bark  W.  C.  Anderson  to  that  date,  and,  to  my  regret,  had  nothing  to 
report  to  the  Department  of  any  moment. 

I  now  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  we  have  been  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  capture  the  rebel  privateer  schooner  Beauregard  (101 
tons),  of  and  from  Charleston,  seven  days  out,  and  manned  by  a  cap¬ 
tain,  2  lieutenants,  purser,  and  23  seamen — 27  all  told — and  carrying  a 
rifled  pivot  gun,  throwing  a  24-pound  projectile.  This  occurred  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

Since  November  4  we  have  cruised  along  to  the  northward  of  the 
West  India  Islands  and  passages,  steering  westerly,  without  seeing  but 
one  sail.  After  standing  to  within  70  miles  of  the  Hole  in  the  Wall, 
we  turned  our  heads  to  the  eastward  again  and,  on  November  12,  in 
latitude  26°  40'  N.,  longitude  75°  42'  W.,  at  daylight,  made  a  schooner 
running  before  the  wind  towards  us.  On  approaching  within  4  miles, 
he  suddenly  hauled  by  the  wind,  and,  as  we  noticed  many  men  on  her 
decks,  we  immediately  made  sail  in  chase,  and  in  two  hours  brought 
her  to  under  our  lee,  and  ordered  the  captain  on  board  with  his  papers. 
He  brought  a  letter  of  marque  from  Jefferson  Davis,  which  he  surren 
dered  with  his  vessel. 

We  put  a  prize  master  and  crew  on  board  and  transferred  the  prison¬ 
ers  to  our  ship,  placing  them  in  double  irons.  On  boarding  her  the 
crew  was  found  in  a  drunken  state,  committing  all  the  destruction  they 
could,  throwing  overboard  the  arms  and  ammunition,  spiking  the  gun, 
and  cutting  the  sails  and  rigging  to  pieces.  She  was  otherwise  in  bad 
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order  and  poorly  found,  and  having  but  a  short  supply  of  water,  of 
which  we  have  none  to  spare,  was  in  no  condition  to  come  to  Boston. 

Having  27  prisoners,  and  no  room  for  them  on  board  the  W.  G. 
Anderson ,  1  decided,  as  we  were  within  three  days’  sail  of  Key  West, 
to  take  them  and  the  vessel  into  that  port  and  deliver  them  to  the 
proper  authorities,  and  thence  return  to  my  cruising  ground.  1  also 
am  desirous  of  procuring,  if  possible,  some  ballast,  of  which  the  bark  is 
very  much  in  need. 

Trusting  that  my  proceedings  will  meet  with  your  approbation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  [  Volunteer]  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Abstract  of  log  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Rogers  commanding. 

November  12,  1861. — At  daylight  saw  a  sail,  tacked  ship  for  her,  and 
soon  made  her  out  to  be  a  fore-and-aft  schooner  bearing  down  for  us. 
When  within  4  miles,  she  suddenly  hauled  her  wind.  Made  sail  in 
chase.  Saw  many  men  on  decks,  and  something  that  appeared  like  a 
gun  amidships.  She  also  set  the  English  flag  at  her  maiumast  head. 
At  9:30  a.  m.  brought  her  to  and  ordered  the  captain  on  board  with  his 
papers,  which  orders  he  obeyed.  She  proved  to  be  the  C.  S.  privateer 
Beauregard  (formerly  the  Priscilla  C.  Ferguson ),  of  and  from  Charleston, 
seven  days,  manned  by  a  captain,  2  lieutenants,  purser,  and  23  men, 
and  armed  with  one  12-pounder  rifle  pivot  gun.  The  captain  coming 
on  board,  delivered  his  papers  and  vessel.  An  officer  was  sent  on 
board  the  vessel  to  take  possession.  He  found  the  crew  drunk  and 
committing  all  the  destruction  to  the  vessel  and  her  apparel  they  could, 
the  gun  having  been  spiked,  the  sails  and  rigging  badly  cut,  etc. 
Transferred  the  officer  and  crew  from  the  schooner  to  the  ship,  where 
they  were  put  in  double  irons. 

At  noon,  latitude  26°  42'  N.,  longitude  75°  42'  W. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Temple,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commmandinq  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  to  interdict  trade  from  the  Bahama  Islands  to  the  Confederate 
States. 

.Navy  Department,  November  13, 1861. 
Sir:  When  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau  is  ready  for  sea  proceed  with  her 
to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and  communicate  with  the  American  con¬ 
sul  there.  It  is  believed  that  the  large  quantities  of  arms  and  other 
articles  contraband  of  war  are  shipped  to  Nassau  with  the  avowed 
object  of  being  sent  into  the  rebellious  ports  by  the  means  of  small 
sailing  vessels  plying  from  New  Providence  and  the  other  Bahama 
Islands  across  to  the  southern  coast  of  the  United  States.  You  will 
thoroughly  examine  the  islands  forming  the  Bahama  group  and,  respect¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  neutrals,  will  use  your  utmost  exertions  in  interdicting 
communication.  Communicate  by  letter  with  the  Department  as  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers.  Coal  will  be  sent  to  Nassau. 
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Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Commander  Eidgely, 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  I)e  Soto  [Santiago  de  Cuba]. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Flambeau. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy. \ 

Lieutenant  Wi,  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Propeller  Flambeau ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  enclosing  correspondence 
with  the  governor  of  Martinique. 


U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Off  St.  Pierre ,  Martinique ,  November  17,  1861. 

Sir:  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Department  on  the  11th  instant  upon 
my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas. 

On  the  day  following,  m  the  midst  of  coaling,  a  mail  steamer  arrived, 
bringing  information  that  the  Sumter  had  put  in  on  the  9tli  to  Fort 
Eoyal,  Martinique,  in  want  of  coal.  I  had  been  often  led  astray  by 
false  reports,  but  this  seemed  so  positive  that  I  instantly  ceased  coal¬ 
ing,  got  my  engines  together,  and  was  off  at  2  in  the  midwatch  for  Mar¬ 
tinique,  arriving  at  St.  Pierre  in  thirty-six  hours. 

On  turning  into  the  harbor,  I  discovered  a  suspicious  steamer,  which 
as  we  approached  proved  to  be  the  Sumter ,  flying  the  secess'on  flag, 
moored  to  the  wharf  in  the  midst  of  this  populous  town,  quietly  coaling. 
The  town  and  shipping  in  the  harbor  were  instantly  all  excitement. 
I  could  not  attack  her  in  this  position  for  humanity’s  sake,  even  were  I 
disposed  to  be  regardless  of  the  neutrality  of  the  port.  I  did  not 
anchor,  but  cruised  around  the  harbor  within  half  gunshot  of  her  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  In  the  morning  a  French  man-of-war  arrived  from  Fort 
Eoyal,  the  seat  of  government,  only  12  miles  distant.  The  Sumter  had 
been  there  for  the  last  two  days. 

The  Government,  it  is  true,  had  refused  to  give  her  any  of  its  coal, 
but  had  allowed  her  to  come  around  to  St.  Pierre,  where  she  readily 
obtained  it  from  some  merchants  (English,  I  believe).  She  evidently 
had  been  received  with  courtesy  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  this 
farce  of  the  nonrecognition  of  the  Confederate  flag  is  played  out  by 
both  France  and  England  in  the  most  flagrant  manner. 

I  now  addressed  a  letter  to  the  governor,  assuming  him  to  be  ignor¬ 
ant  of  the  character  of  the  Sumter ,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose.  1  also 
enclose  a  translation  of  his  reply.  The  Department  will  observe  that 
from  the  generous  disposition  of  the  Emperor  and  the  hospitable  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  governor  the  Sumter  has  the  same  privileges  as  this  vessel. 

The  captain  of  the  French  war  steamer  also  addressed  me  a  letter, 
saying  he  was  directed  by  the  governor  to  request  me  no  longer  to  com¬ 
promise  the  neutrality  of  the  French  waters  by  establishing  a  blockade 
within  their  jurisdiction,  but  to  anchor,  when  every  hospitality  and 
facility  should  be  afforded  me,  or  to  take  my  position  without  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  marine  league  from  shore;  at  the  same  time  that,  while 
under  way,  it  was  contrary  to  the  police  regulations  of  the  port  to 
communicate  with  tho  shore. 
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I  consequently  decided  upon  anchoring,  which  I  had  no  sooner  done 
than  the  French  commander  paid  me  a  visit,  offered  me  every  civility 
and  attention,  saying  he  did  not  doubt  that  all  international  law  would 
be  respected  by  me,  and,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  quoting  from 
Wheaton,  reminded  me  that  one  belligerent  could  not  depart  until 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  other.  I  instantly  got  underway  with  him 
on  board,  fearing  lest  the  Sumter  should  do  so  before  me,  as  her  steam 
was  up. 

I  have  now  accepted  the  alternative,  and  established  myself  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor,  without  the  marine  league,  with  much  anxiety, 
lest  during  the  darkness  of  the  night,  under  the  cover  of  the  high  land, 
the  Sumter  should  be  able  to  get  off  without  my  being  aware  of  it. 

I  have  no  one  on  shore  on  whom  I  can  rely;  the  consul  is  a  Scotch¬ 
man,  seems  an  invalid,  says  he  is  only  an  acting  American  consul  and 
still  a  British  subject,  at  least  so  an  American  master,  who  is  here, 
informs  me.  He  has  paid  me  a  visit  and  seemed  very  much  worried  by 
all  the  turmoil  and  excitement  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  had  given 
him.  Well  disposed  enough  to  the  Government  he  maybe,  but  he  cer¬ 
tainly  is  not  a  man  for  this  occasion. 

The  majority  of  the  town  is  in  favor  of  the  Sumter ,  and  with  the 
utmost  vigilance  which  all  on  board  exert,  she  may  yet  escape  some 
night  for  want  of  signals  from  the  shore  to  give  us  notice  of  her  depart¬ 
ure.  I  am  also  in  want  of  coal,  and  shall  send  over  to  St.  Thomas 
to-morrow  for  a  supply,  as  well  as  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  for  when  I 
left  I  did  not  bargain  for  this  blockade. 

The  Sumter  seems  in  good  condition;  the  consul  informs  me  she  has 
120  men;  she  does  not  certainly  appear  in  the  disorganized  state  in 
which  late  accounts  have  represented  her.  She  has  latterly  captured  but 
two  American  vessels,  one  the  brig  Joseph  Parhe ,  of  Boston,  on  the  25tli 
September,  the  other  the  schooner  Daniel  Trowbridge ,  of  New  Haven, 
on  the  27th  October;  has  landed  here  14  prisoners  on  their  parole;  3  of 
the  Joseph  ParTce’s  men  (all  foreigners)  joined  the  Sumter. 

I  regret  to  give  the  Government  so  long  and  unsatisfactory  a  letter, 
but  must  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  for  St.  Thomas  which  offers 
to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

November  18. 

P.  S. — I  feel  more  and  more  convinced  that  the  Sumter  will  yet  escape 
me,  in  spite  of  all  our  vigilance  and  zeal,  even  admitting  that  1  can 
outsteam  her,  which  is  a  question. 

To  blockade  such  a  bay  as  this,  which  is  almost  an  open  roadstead* 
15  miles  in  width,  the  surrounding  land  very  high  and  the  water  very 
bold,  obliged,  as  we  are  by  the  neutrality  laws,  to  blockade  at  3  miles’ 
distance,  it  would  require  at  least  two  more  fast  steamers,  and  a  vessel 
of  war  of  any  description  in  port  to  notify  us  by  signal  ol  her  depar¬ 
ture,  to  give  any  reasonable  hope  of  preventing  her  escape. 

Even  now,  moonlight  nights  though  it  be,  shemay  yet  creep  out  under 
shadow  of  the  land  and  no  one  be  able  to  perceive  her,  she  being  always 
able  to  observe  my  position,  open  to  seaward.  Though  I  have  made 
arrangements  to  be  informed  by  signal  of  her  departure  from,  shore,  1 
fear  I  can  not  depend  upon  the  parties,  so  fearful  are  they  ol  the 
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authorities  and  of  popular  indignation.  I  have  done  all  I  can,  and  if 
she  escapes  me  we  must  submit  to  the  distress  and  mortification. 

1  believe  we  have  no  vessel  on  this  station  except  the  Macedonian , 
and  there  is  no  knowing  when  she  may  get  up  this  way  to  learn  our 
situation.  I  wish  the  Sumter  were  anywhere  else  except  in  this  port, 
or  under  French  protection.  The  authorities  here,  under  plea  of  neu¬ 
trality,  are  throwing  every  obstacle  in  my  way  in  the  way  of  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  shore.  They  are  so  full  of  punctilio,  and  withal  so 
polite,  that  it  is  provoking  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Off  St.  Pierre ,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  As  circumstances  prevent  my  paying  my  personal  respects  to 
your  Excellency  or  your  representative  at  this  place,  I  write  to  announce 
my  arrival  on  the  afternoon  of  yesterday,  as  well  as  to  inform  you  that 
to  my  surprise  I  find  a  notorious  steamer  called  the  Sumter  quietly  coal¬ 
ing  at  the  wharves  and  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  port. 

As  your  Excellency  can  not  be  aware  of  the  character  of  this  vessel, 
I  denounce  her  to  you  as  one  that  has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in 
pirating  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  robbing,  burning,  or 
otherwise  destroying  all  American  vessels  that  came  within  her  reach. 
May  I  not  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency,  upon  this  representa¬ 
tion,  will  not  allow  her  to  enjoy  the  privileges  I  complain  of,  but  direct 
her  to  leave  the  protection  of  the  French  flag  and  the  immunities  of  a 
French  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 
Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Martinique. 


[Translation.] 

Gouvernement  de  la  Martinique, 

Cabinet  du  Gouverneur, 

Fort  de  France,  November  15,  1861. 

Monsieur  le  Commandant:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  the  letter 
which  you  addressed  me  this  morning.  I  am  not  ignorant,  Monsieur 
le  Commandant,  ot  the  presence  in  the  roads  of  St.  Pierre  of  a  vessel 
belonging  to  the  States  of  the  South,  who  profess  to  have  formed  a 
•  separate  confederation. 

To  accomplish  the  generous  intentions  of  the  Emperor,  I  wish  to  be 
hospitable  to  the  vessels  of  the  two  belligerent  parties,  but  I  will  not, 
neither  can  not,  without  violating  the  orders  of  his  Majesty,  divest  my¬ 
self  of  the  absolute  neutrality  that  I  ought  to  observe.  This  is  to  say 
to  you,  Monsieur  le  Commandant,  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  refuse 
an  anchorage  to  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  States  of  the  South.  I  offer 
to  you,  on  the  other  hand,  the  same  hospitality  and  the  same  facilities 
to  the  vessel  belonging  to  the  Government  of  the  Union,  which  you 
have  the  honor  to  command. 

There  exist,  besides,  international  laws  that  every  civilized  nation 
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scrupulously  observes,  and  which  I  need  scarcely  recall  to  you,  Mon¬ 
sieur  le  Commandant,  nor  to  the  commander  of  the  Sumter. 

Accept,  Monsieur  le  Commandant,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distin¬ 
guished  consideration. 

L’Amiral,  Gouverneur  do  la  Martinique, 

DE  MAUSSION  DE  CANOE. 
Monsieur  le  Commandant  de  l’  Iroquois. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Temple ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  giving  information  regarding  the 
blockade  runner  Gladiator. 

Navy  Department,  November  18 , 1861. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  communications,*  dated  the  1st  and 
2d  instant,  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the  U.  S.  consul 
at  London,  giving  information  concerning  the  screw  steamer  Gladiator, 
which  has  been  purchased  by  the  rebel  agents  in  England,  and  loaded 
with  arms,  etc.,  with  the  design  of  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  Gladiator  may  possibly  touch  at  some  of  the  points  or  pass  in 
the  track  to  which  your  attention  has  been  directed,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  therefore  urges  upon  you  the  utmost  vigilance  to  intercept  her, 
should  such  be  the  case,  and  capture  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 

Lieutenant  Wi,  G.  Temple, 

Commander  TJ.  S.  Propeller  Flambeau. 


Report  of  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  TJ.  S.  Na  vy ,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson ,  of  disposition  of  the  prize  vessel  Beaure¬ 
gard. 

Key  West  Harbor,  November  30,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  Navy  Department  on  the 
13thinstant,  per  the  schooner  John  N.  Genii),  under  Government  charter, 
bound  to  New  York,  and  fallen  in  with  by  me  off  Key  West,  in  which 
dispatch  I  informed  you  of  the  capture  of  the  Southern  privateer 
schooner  Beauregard  off  Charleston,  and  now  enclose  a  duplicate  ot 
the  above. 

We  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday  with  the  prize  in  company,  which 
was  taken  charge  of  by  the  U.  S.  marshal,  to  be  disposed  ot  according 
to  the  laws,  and  will,  of  course,  be  condemned. 

The  prisoners  have  been  examined  by  the  (J.  S.  judge  and  were  also 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal  to  await  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter.  All  the  papers  belonging  to  the  prize  were 
likewise  taken  charge  of  by  the  legal  authorities,  and  after  giving  my 
affidavit  was  informed  by  the  judge  that  my  authority  over  the  prize 


ended  here.  ,  t  ^  ^  ,  ,  .  „  , . 

I  now  only  wait  for  a  little  ballast,  which  I  expect  to  obtain  from  the 
naval  storekeeper,  who  will  probably  furnish  me  coal  (50  to  7o  tons), 


Omitted, 
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and  shall  hope  to  sail  from  here  in  two  days,  and  shall  proceed  with  a 
dispatch  to  our  former  cruising  ground  m  the  Atlantic. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AVm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding 

U.  8.  Bark  lb.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light ,  to  proceed  to  sea 


under  sealed  orders. 


Navy  Department,  November  22, 1861. 


Sir  :  The  moment  the  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light ,  under  your  command, 
is  prepared  for  a  cruise  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  sea. 

Enclosed  herewith  are  sealed  instructions,  which  you  will  not  open 


until  the  Morning  Light  is  at  sea. 

Transmit  to  the  Department  before  sailing  from  New  York  a  muster 
roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Morning  Light. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  T.  Moore, 

Commanding  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  A  etv  )  or k. 


[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  II.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  under  your 
command,  toward  the  line  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  and  cruise,  so 
long  as  your  provisions  will  warrant,  in  the  track  of  the  homeward- 
bound  merchant  ships  from  the  East  Indies  and  Pacific.  On  your  way 
out  you  will  pass  near  the  Bermudas ;  but  it  is  desirable  that  you  should 
not  enter  any  port  during  your  cruise  unless  from  necessity. 

Inform  the  Department,  by  every  favorable  opportunity,  of  your 
movements,  and  return  to  New  York  when  necessary  to  replenish  your 
water  and  provisions.  Your  object  will  be  to  destroy  or  capture  the 
vessels  of  the  rebels,  should  you  meet  with  them,  and  to  protect  the 
legitimate  commerce  of  your  country.  In  the  examination  of  vessels  at 
sea  you  will  regard  the  rights  of  neutrals.  You  will  exercise  your 
crew  at  the  great  guns  carefully,  and  occasionally  with  shot  and  shell. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  T.  Moore, 

Commanding  U.  8.  ship  Morning  Light ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 
regarding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  at  Martinique. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

Off  St.  Pierre ,  Martinique ,  November  23,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  think  it  well  in  my  present  provoking  and  anxious  position  to 
keep  the  Government  informed  by  whatever  opportunity  may  offer. 


United  States  Steamer  Iroquois. 
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It  is  now  the  ninth  day  that  I  have  been  blockading  the  Sumter. 
She  lies  still  at  the  wharf,  surrounded  by  more  or  less  of  a  crowd  both 
night  and  day,  all  anxious  for  her  successful  escape,  sympathizing  with 
their  fellow  Frenchmen  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to  which  State  they 
believe  the  Sumter  to  belong.  The  authorities,  from  the  governor  down, 
I  believe  to  be  all  in  her  favor. 

I  directed  the  consul  the  other  day  (of  whom,  by  the  way,  I  must 
retract  my  first  impressions,  for  he  has  been  most  attentive  and  ener¬ 
getic  since  my  arrival)  to  call  upon  the  governor  and  inform  him  that  I 
regarded  the  attitude  of  the  authorities  as  unfriendly  to  the  United 
States.  I  quote  you  the  consul’s  reply: 


I  called  on  the  governor  on  Monday  night,  but  could  do  nothing  more  than  ask  an 
audience  for  next  day,  as  his  salon  was  full  of  people,  among  them  the  captain  of 
the  Sumter. 

When  I  saw  him  he  said  the  sanitary  regulations  were  such  as  were  enforced  on 
Monday  and  that  he  had  no  control  over  them.  The  vessel,  having  gone  beyond  the 
regular  health  and  custom-house  limits,  has  lost  the  right  of  regular  pratique.  The 
governor,  of  course,  repudiated  anything  like  unfriendliness,  and  regretted  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  submitting  to  the  laws  in  your  case,  and  would  be  glad  to  see  you  in  here  at 
anchor  to  prove  to  you  the  sincerity  of  his  good  wishes. 


Unfortunately  for  me  the  coming  to  an  anchor  involves  the  necessity 
of  waiting  twenty-four  hours  after  the  departure  of  the  Sumter ,  for  I 
have  consented  to  the  governor’s  expressed  hope  that  I  would  abide  by 
all  rules  of  international  law;  consequently  I  am  obliged  to  cruise  out¬ 
side  and  run  the  risk  of  her  escaping  every  night.  Thus  far  we  have 
had  the  moon,  but  it  is  now  waning  fast,  and  with  the  most  inteu-se 
watching  and  devotion  I  fear  I  may  yet  have  to  report  her  es«*pe. 
Would  that  there  were  another  fast  steamer  to  watch  the  othe-  poinf 
of  the  bay.  . 

I  have  some  understanding  with  some  loyal  people  on  sh^re  to^1  Y 
me  by  signal  of  her  departure. 

The  French  will  doubtless  think  it  a  great  outrage  upon  neu‘ 
trality,  but  they  will  have  to  pocket  this,  as  I  have  been  a*  tor  Dealing 
as  they  can  expect,  and  nothing  but  feeling  the  impolicy  °|  bringing 
on  hostilities  between  my  country  and  France  makes  me  suomi  wi 

anything  like ^grace.^^  ^  Very  respectfully,  .our  obedient  servant, 

/As.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washing Mni  ' 


Escape  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois  at  St.  Pierre, 
Martini^e,  November  23,  1601. 

Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  V  8.  Navy,  commanding  XL  8.  8.  Iroquois,  of  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S. 
1  Sumter  from  Martinique. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  Novem  ber  25,  1861. 

Sir-  As  I  expected,  I  have  to  report  the  escape  of  the  Sumter,  to 
the  great  dejection  of  us  all,  for  never  were  officers  and  crew  more  zeal- 

0  A?8  o’Sk  on  the  night  of  the  23d  the  signal  was 

us  from  the  shore  that  the  Sumter  had  slipped  to  the  southward. 
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Instantly  we  were  off  in  pursuit,  soon  at  full  speed  rushing  down  to  the 
southern  part  of  the  bay,  but  nothing  was  visible  on  the  dark  back¬ 
ground.  A  small  steamer,  apparently  one  plying  between  St.  Pierre 
and  Fort  Royal,  was  off  the  point  making  signals,  doubtless  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Sumter;  but  we  could  see  nothing  of  her  as  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  on,  so  dark  was  the  shadow  thrown  by  the  high  land.  Still  we 
went  on,  all  searching  the  darkness  in  vain.  As  soon  as  I  had  opened 
Fort  Royal  Point,  and  seen  nothing  on  the  now  open  horizon,  I  con 
eluded  that  we  had  passed  her,  or  that  she  had  doubled  on  us  and  gone 
to  the  northward.  I  then  turned,  keeping  close  in  the  shore,  looking 
into  her  former  anchorage,  thinking  she  might  possibly  have  returned. 

No  sign  of  her  there.  We  continued  on  to  the  northward,  but  when 
we  opened  the  point  nothing  of  her  this  way.  We  were  now  at  fault 
which  way  to  steer.  Something  like  smoke  being  reported  to  seaward, 
I  determined  to  stand  out,  taking  the  direction  of  St.  Thomas,  to  which 
place  I  was  anxious  to  return  ere  the  vessel  with  our  coal  and  provi¬ 
sions  should  leave,  and  thus  check  at  least  a  small  evil,  for  I  now  became 
hopeless  of  ever  discovering  the  Sumter. 

I  reached  this  port  this  morning  and  found  that  the  Dacotah ,  which 
had  arrived  on  the  21st  from  the  East  Indies,  had  taken  in  tow  my 
vessel  with  her  stores  and  gone  to  meet  me. 

It  is  of  course  all  conjecture  where  the  Sumter  will  next  cruise.  I 
learned  at  St.  Pierre  that  she  had  purchased  pea-jackets  for  her  crew, 
which  may  look  like  a  cruise  on  our  northern  coast,  though  I  question 
whether  she  is  calculated  for  winter  service  in  that  quarter.  Should 
SR°,  continue  in  this  vicinity  I  will  soon  hear  of  her  from  the  constant 
arrives  here.  I  shall  be  glad  to  understand  from  the  Government 
A'hethbf  they  wish  me  to  respect  international  law  in  the  case  of  the 
t  vViich  gives  her  so  great  immunity  and  makes  every  foreign 

P-  asylum.  I  was  informed  at  Martinique  that  France  would 
regard  i\asau  act  of  war  jf  j  attacked  her  anywhere  within  the  marine 
league  ot  tLe  island. 

to  thisPvesselT)epaifmeut  wil1  soou  inform  me  of  their  wishes  in  respect 

I  have  the  i-onor  V>  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Hon.  Gideon  WellLS)  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Nav s,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Abstract  of  log  of  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Iroquois,  Conmander  j.  g.  Palmei.  November  14-25,  1861 


November 


d-d.  1 1 om  meridian  to  I  p.  m  T-mynino-  oinno*  ,,,,,,  *i , 

west  coast  of  Martinique.  At  2  p.  m.  ma he  St  pfene  on  port  bow 
flying  Danish  colors.  At  2: 50  made  rebel  steamer  N^mfer  lvini  ar 

fcan  coltT  t  ^ Danj?h  ami  hdst’ed^mm- 

distant  one-fourth  mile  oifstarboaiM  beam  ^  °*  St‘  Pierre’  8un**er 

November  15-  Lying  off  and  on  harbor  of  St,  Pierre,  keeping  priva 
teer  Sumter  m  sight.  7  Pllva‘ 

November  16.— Lying  off  and  on  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre,  At  12-15 
J/o  5J"’®  to  with  port  anchor,  with  everything  ready  for  slipping 
At  2.30  received  an  oflicial  visit  from  the  captain  of  the  Frenchman- 
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oUvnrAeheron.  At  2 : 35  got  under  way  and  lay  to  off  the  harbor  At 

off  «Te  barter  "  “““  Fr°m  8 10 u,idui»bt*  W 

November  17  to  23. — Lying  off  and  on  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre  3 
Harbor  1StaUt  fr°m  the  barbor'  Blockading  the  Sumter  in  St.  Pierre 

a  Lying  off  and  on  3  miles  from  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre 

^tood  °in  Lmwl  S1SnaVlghtS on  *h0Je'’  beat  t0  general  quarters  and 
stood  in  tor  South  Point  in  search  of  the  Sumter:  made  7  miles  and 

went  about  ;  searched  harbor  and  stood  for  North  Point. 

November  25.— At  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas! 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer,  IJ  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  relative  to  the 

escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  November  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  learn  reports 
are  circulating  at  this  port,  relative  to  the  escape  of  the  Sumter  reflect¬ 
ing  upon  my  conduct,  going  so  far  as  to  accuse  my  loyalty,  and  that 
some  of  my  own  officers  had  expressed  dissatisfaction.  Doubtless 
some  ot  these  unjust  accusations  and  base  insinuations  will  find  the* 
way  into  the  public  press.  I  beg,  therefore,  that  the  Department  "'ill 
either  publicly  vindicate  me,  or,  if  it  be  not  satisfied  with  my  report 
ot  the  escape  or  feel  that  I  have  committed  an  error  of  jrugmprt, 
which  I  may  have  done,  I  may  be  at  once  relieved  of  my  command"*111*! 
the  matter  made  a  subject  of  investigation. 

By  an  arrival  this  morning  we  now  learn  that  the  Sumter* changed 
her  course  to  the  northward,  being  doubtless  advised  by  t)&  signals  of 
the  steamer  I  spoke  of  that  we  were  in  pursuit  of  h^r  to  tab  southward, 
and  when  I  turned  to  the  northward,  thinking  this  nvght  be  the  case, 
she  had  then  doubled  the  northern  point  and  was  out  of  sight,  stand¬ 
ing  to  the  eastward,  as  she  captured  two  days  afterward,  in  latitude 
18°  30',  longitude  58°  40',  the  American  ship  J pntmorenci,  from  whose 
arrival  here  I  gather  this  intelligence. 

As  this  vessel  was  loaded  with  coal,  English  property,  the  Sumter 
ransomed  her,  her  captain  giving  a  bo*d  of  $20,000,  payable  to  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  A  the  end  of  the  war,  and  when 
she  had  robbed  her  of  all  her  valuables  allowed  her  to  proceed  on  her 
course.  When  they  parted  the  Svtnter  was  steering  to  the  northward 
and  eastward.  Where  she  has  gone  I  can  not  conjecture.  The  captain 
of  the  Montmorenci  is  of  the  impression  that  she  has  gone  to  the  West¬ 
ern  Islands.  Possibly  we  may  next  hear  of  her  in  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar.  There  has  be^n  an  impression  that  she  needed  docking,  as 
we  learned  there  was  much  leak  about  her  propeller  shaft.  In  that 
case  she  may  have  gune  to  Bermuda. 

I  shall  leave,  if  possible,  the  day  after  to  morrow  aud  proceed  thith¬ 
erward.  and  should  I  hear  nothing  of  her  I  shall  conclude  shelias  gone 
to  cruise  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar;  the  fact  of  her  having  purchased 
pea-jackets  and  laid  in  a  quantity  of  sugar  and  molasses  at  Martinique 
indicates  that  she  has  abandoned  the  West  Indies  altogether.  I  shall 
return  to  this  port  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  in  the  hopes  of  learning 
what  the  Department’s  wishes  are  in  relation  to  this  vessel,  and  possi- 
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bly,  by  the  constant  arrivals  here,  of  hearing  something  more  of  the 
Sumter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Extract  of  letter  from  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  enclosing  report  of  Pilot  Anandale,  employed  to  watch  the  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter. 


SIR: 


U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas ,  December  5,  1861. 

#  #  #  * 


I  enclose  the  report  made  to  me  by  the  person  that  I  had  employed 
to  watch  the  Sumter  during  my  blockade  and  to  signalize  me  of  her 
departure.  In  these  details  the  Department  will  perceive  the  diffi¬ 
culties  with  which  I  had  to  contend  and  the  unwarrantable  assist¬ 
ance  given  by  the  French  authorities.  I  am  glad  to  say  the  accounts 
feiven  since  the  arrival  of  this  person,  a  well-known  p>ilot  of  this  port, 
ha\a  put  a  stop,  in  a  measure,  to  the  scandal  of  which  I  complained  in 
Dy  bet  communication. 

Ibave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretory  0J  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


St.  Thomas,  December  3,  1861. 

Sir:  On  my  arrival  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  I  immediately  took  up 
my  quarters  on  board  the  American  topsail  schooner  Windward,  Steele, 

master,  where  I  was  cordialij  received  as  soon  as  I  made  known  my 
mission.  J 

i  ?nftr}ge,(1  '  k*ce’  of  the  Ate  schooner  Daniel  Trowbridge  (who 
has  lately  been  released  from  captivity  on  board  the  Sumter ),  Mr.  Part- 

w  5  °  .fhe  schooner '  Windward,  and  Mr.  Crocker,  second  mate  of 
Sri?e  ?UrpoSe  0f  be  e?mg  watcv  on  the  position  of  the  steamer 
Sief  of  watch6  r°qUOtSj  whlch  duly  made  known  to  me  at  each 

I  obtained  a  powerful  night  glass,  as  without  it  I  found  it  impossible  to 
keep  watch  on  the  Sumter ,  m  consequence  of  the  almost  impenetrable 
und®rf  th®  blgb  *and ,?f  Martinique.  Watch  was  strictly  kept 
up  to  the  night  of  the  23d  ultimo.  At  8  o’clock  p.  rq.  on  the  23d  of 
November  the  Sumter  cast  off  her  stern  lines,  slipped  her  port  chain 
and  steamed  out,  heading  S.  W.  at  about  5  knots  an  hour.  When  I  uer- 
ceived  her  2  miles  distant  from  her  moorings  and  about  two-thirds  of  a 
mile  from  the  southern  point  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Pierre,  I  discharged  one 
blue  light  and  thirty  seconds  after  discharged  a  second  light. 
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I  immediately  discovered  the  Iroquois  standing  in  for  the  land,  both 
vessels  in  sight,  the  Sumter  inshore,  where  she  could  easily  discern  the 
position  of  the  Iroquois.  On  the  approach  of  the  latter  the  Sumter 
ported  her  helm,  stood  back  for  the  harbor,  and  stopped  fifteen  minutes 
under  the  stern  of  the  French  war  steamer  Acheron. 

The  Iroquois  continued  to  the  southward  until  hidden  from  sight  by 
the  southern  point  of  the  harbor.  As  soon  as  the  Sumter  perceived  the 
Iroquois  standing  into  Fort  Royal  Bay  she  steamed  up  the  land  to  the 
northward,  about  one-half  cable  length  from  shore.  Thirty-five  minutes 
after  the  departure  of  the  Iroquois  she  came  in  sight  again  at  full  speed, 
standing  into  the  harbor,  as  if  to  observe  whether  the  Sumter  had  not 
returned  to  her  moorings,  and  then  continued  to  the  northward. 

I  should  have  signalized  the  return  of  the  Sumter ,  but  immediately 
after  the  second  blue  light  was  fired  the  captain’s  gig  of  the  Acheron , 
with  an  officer  of  that  vessel,  was  alongside  the  schooner,  and  I  was  not 
able  to  come  off  in  consequence  of  all  communication  with  the  Iroquois 
being  prohibited,  and  a  special  armed  force  being  placed  immediately 
over  the  vessel  in  which  I  kept  watch. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  every  facility  was  afforded  the  Sumter  in 
her  escape.  She  had  an  experienced  pilot  on  board  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  her  through  the  reefs  to  the  eastward  of  Martinique  in  case  of 
pursuit  by  the  Iroquois.  I  have  been  correctly  informed  that  the  Sum¬ 
ter  took  refuge  under  the  northern  point  of  the  island  and  there  lay  for 
two  hours  and  thirty  minutes,  when  she  discharged  her  pilot  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  sea.  One  of  the  French  war  steamer’s  boats  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  spot  where  the  Sumter  took  refuge.  I,  as  all  engagedin  watching 
the  Sumter ,  was  fully  convinced  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  her  bei*^ 
discovered  by  the  Iroquois  in  the  offshore  position  which  the  au*j0r1' 
ties  of  Martinique  compelled  her  to  observe.  dS 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  departure  of  both  vessels  I  j00“; 
sage  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah  for  St.  Thomas,  and  ijAomp- 
witli  Captain  McKinstry’s  orders  piloted  that  vessel  P ^  ut- 
and  Pointe  a  Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  from  thence  to  St.  F^statpj'5  • 

Bartholomew,  and  then  to  St.  Thomas,  where  I  awxV.e(t  ‘Ji  * 
myself  at  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  of  A^erie1- 
*  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  Anandale. 

Captain  Palmer, 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  p  Lieutenant  Temple,  TJ.S.Lavy ,  10m 
manding  U.  S.  S.  F^ibeau,  relative  to  supplies. 

Aavy  Department,  November  25, 1861. 

Sip  •  Tn  renlv  to  vour  setter  of  the  23d  instant,  in  relation  to  obtain- 
j  ®  suDl'hes oft Provisions,  I  have  to  direct  that  when  it  becomes  neces¬ 
sary  to  replenish  year  supplies  of  provisions  you  wil  proceed  to  Key 
West  Fla  wlier»  the  Department  has  depots  ot  supplies. 

’  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  WmlES, 


Lieutenant  Wm. 
Commanding 


G.  Temple, 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  New  York. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San¬ 
tiago  de  Cuba,  of  arrival  at  Havana,  Cuba,  for  service  in  that  vicinity. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  November  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  liave  tlie  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
Havana  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  and  immediately  put 
myself  in  communication  with  Consul-General  Shufeldt  in  relation  to 
my  duties  at  and  near  Havana. 

The  next  day  I  received  information  from  him  that  three  schooners, 
under  the  English  flag,  laden  with  contraband,  had  cleared  that  day  at 
the  Havana  custom-house  for  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  got  under  way  and  cruised  off  the  harbor  in  the  direction  of  the 
Florida  channel,  about  15  or  20  mdes  from  the  harbor,  Consul  Shufeldt 
being  under  the  impression  that  the  vessels  were  bound  for  the  coast 
of  South  Carolina  or  Georgia. 

On  the  21st,  I  spoke  the  army  mail  boat  from  Havana  to  Key  West, 
and  received  a  communication  from  Consul-General  Shufeldt  informing 
me  there  was  great  excitement  at  Havana,  in  consequence  of  the  San¬ 
tiago  de  Cuba  being  signalized  there,  and  advising  me  to  go  away  for 
some  days.  I  immediately  shaped  my  course  for  this  liarboi  and 
arrived  here  at  11  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  1st.  I  landed  the  freight  put  on 
board  at  New  York  for  the  Gulf  Squadron,  and  would  have  sailed 
immediately,  but  the  engine  required  some  slight  repairs;  these  will  be 
finished  this  evening,  when  I  shall  sail  for  the  Florida  Channel,  to 
intercept  the  vessels  referred  to  above. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Dane.  B.  Ridgely, 

v  Commander,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Eon  *  Welles, 

•>ecrvar,y  0j-  f]lc  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8’., 

J  >  /  visit,  t0  various  Japanese  and  Chinese  ports. 

U.  S.  S.  Saginaw, 

q  T  ,  ,,  ,  Honghong,  November  27,  1861. 

oir:  1  have  the  honor  tirpiv,  +  *-  i  i  ^  ci  i  •  r. 

September  for  Japan.  1  visftTth,  ,  Mt  Shanghai  on  the  2d  of 

where  I  conferred  freely  and  M'd  Kana«‘,l1Wi'’ 

with  the  U.  S.  minister  at  Yedo ,w,tl1  our  conf's’  U  1  "? 

affairs  to  be  such  as  to  require  no  si”Fi  1’  repre8el,ted  t.he  f‘,ate  °f 

the  presence  of  a  United  States  .Lu-  i',  ,  “y  although 

nmpfliwltnD-iTO,.Amfw  unes  nava  force  however  insignificant, 
appealed  to  give  comfort  and  confidence  ^  the  American  citizens  T 
returned  to  Shanghai  on  the  12tli  of  OctobJ  mdSISSn rathiW 
Since  then  1  have  visited  the  ports  of  Ning  1  ,  Foo  nuow  a 
bwatow  arriving  here  on  the  24th  instant.  At  S  the  dTffe^Sorta 
1  found  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  treated  nith  that  respect  and 
deference  it  has  always  commanded,  and  her  citizeU C  I  have  met 
none  but  loyal  ones,  as  proud  of  it  as  ever.  nave  met 

1  have  received  your  communication  of  the  1st  of  August  in  refer 
ence  to  Captain  Walter  M.  Gibson,  and  shall  be  on  the  lookout  foifom 
A  Honolulu  paper  announces  his  arrival  at  that  place  on  the  30th  of 
June.  He  is  well  known  here,  and  I  am  satisfied  has  not  yet  arrived. 
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I  find  tlie  Saginaw  requires  to  he  docked  in  consequence  of  having 
lost  some  of  her  copper,  and  her  decks  are  leaking  badly.  I  shall  go 
to  Whampoa  in  a  tew  days  and  make  the  necessary  repairs,  which  can 
be  done,  1  think,  in  a  week,  when  I  will  be  ready  for  any  service  that 
may  be  required  of  me. 

1  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  health  of  the  officers  and 
crew  is  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

Jas.  Findlay  Sciienck, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TI.  S.  ship  Macedonian, 
of  cruise  in  search  of  privateers. 


U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 

St.  Thomas ,  November  28, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  time  only  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the 
9th  of  October. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  from  along  the  Spanish  Main,  entirely  out 
of  water,  on  short  allowance.  I  expect  to  fill  up  again  in  four  or  five 
days  and  to  sail  immediately  for  Boston.  I  found  the  Iroquois ,  Com 
mander  Palmer,  here,  last  from  an  unsuccessful  blockade  of  the  Smr  ':‘r' 
in  St.  Pierre,  Martinique.  The  Dacotali,  Commander  McKinstv  i 
here  for  St.  Pierre  early  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  but  will  _r*'obat W 
be  too  late  for  the  Sumter.  ,  ,  . 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  jt  Oc-£J  ^ 
and  renew  my  recommendation  that  some  such  arrangement  as1^5  1  . 

suggested  should  be  adopted  by  the  Navy  Department?  c  ie<v1^ 
of  restoring  the  lost  confidence  of  the  trading  worM  in  tAe  sa  e  ^  ( 
found  under  the  flag  of  the  Union.  ... 

I  have  two  men  on  board  that  should  be  trud  by^0UI  "mai  '  • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serj^M^s  Glynn 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington  J  •  • 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Yard,  New  Yorlc,  November  28,  1861. 

Nashville  has  escaped  from  Charleston.  Is  coaling  at  Bermuda .Will 
be  there  till  6th  instant.  Is  lightly  armed.  Has  large  amount  ot  treas 
ure.  Her  destination  is  Liverpool.  „  ,  , 

The  above  is  from  consul  at  Bermuda,  date  No  ^‘ding, 

Commandant. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


220 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  San¬ 
tiago  de  Cuba,  of  intended  cruise  to  intercept  blockade  runner  Eugenia 
Smith. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Havana ,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  movement  of 
this  steamer  at  Key  West,  November  23.  I  sailed  from  Key  West  on 
the  evening  of  the  25th,  and  cruised  between  Double  Headed  Shot  Cay 
and  Havana.  I  came  into  this  harbor  yesterday  at  noon  and  com¬ 
menced  coaling’,  and  will  sail  this  evening  for  Matamoras  to  intercept 
the  schooner  Eugenia  Smith,  now  sailing  under  English  colors  with  muni¬ 
tions  of  war  on  board,  and  a  well-known  rebel  agent  named  Zacharie,  of 
New  Orleans,  who  has  been  purchasing  arms  for  the  rebels  in  this  port. 

Consul-General  Shufeldt  thinks  the  schooner’s  destination  positively 
Matamoras.  I  wdl  sail  m  the  direct  course  for  that  port  and  will  wait 
there  some  days  for  her,  and  return  to  this  port.  The  English  flag  is 
used  at  this  port  to  carry  munitions  of  war  to  the  rebels.  The  vessels 
employed  are  generally  small  fore-and-aft  schooners,  and  they  clear  for 
the  British  provinces  and  Matamoras,  Mexico,  with  the  hope  of  get¬ 
ting  in  through  the  blockade  of  our  Southern  coast,  or  transporting  the 
arms  from  the  Bio  Grande  through  Texas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Kid  gel  y, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


S0Ua£  ^a(J~  Offieer  Montgomery ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific 
S  Wvon  '  Commander  McJDougal,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
J  nng,  cru{se  on  %jie  South  American  coast. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama,  November  29,  1861. 

onboard ' the°stores^T  1^V0  fiIled  up  your  water  and  coal  and  takeu 
your  command,  you  will  Z'ceTZ  rfiun'ed  for  the  Wyoming,  under 
ern  coast  as  far  as  ValpaXf^  Ti  ^  a?d  C"U,Se  aloug  the 
essary  tow,  the  storeship  port ^company,  or  if  nec- 

port,  afford  all  necessarv  nid  t  n  to  Callao,  and  upon  reaching  that 
mooring  the  Wats0“  in 

o'  Z  vestlsTf  r  =r?u°ta  Sat  haJbmdeliVe,T 

Ecuador,  and  consequent  attack upon the  JilTthS 

a  de  of  its  port,  when  you  shall  Lave  execute?, the duties ass  ignM 
at  Callao  and  refreshed  your  crew  vou  will  T.m  aI^  S  ,  yoa 
ascertain  from  tl,e  U.  S  consul  itd  n  l  or  ,  ’,  °  G“Wnll>  and 

as  may  be  open  to  you  the  nature  J Ltat  mf°™a‘10n 

and  along  the  coast  Vlicuador  which  may  (in  tSe  even  “of  waS  ,kere 
eny  claim  protection  oflb  naval  force  and  if  on  vnnr- a  •  ^  prop' 
port  you  shall  ind  it  in  a  s(a«  of  si^e or bloSe  it  MU  v  f 
duty  to  give  protection  to  the  interests  of  our  citizens  rnsLi  y°Ur 
sojourning  there,  and  before  leaving  to  effect  a  satisfactory  SSIg” 
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ment  with  the  belligerent  commanders,  for  their  future  security  from 
interruption  or  annoyance. 

It  is  desirable,  sir,  that  you  acquaint  yourself  with  the  state  of  feel¬ 
ing  existing  with  the  government  and  people  along  the  coasts  of  Chile., 
Peru,  and  Ecuador  in  regard  to  harboring  and  affording  aid  and  com¬ 
fort  to  privateers  and  vessels  under  the  secession  flag,  in  case  any  such 
vessels  shall  appear  on  the  coasts  or  enter  their  ports,  and  as  far  as 
practicable  to  ascertain  what  facilities  and  encouragement,  if  any,  are 
likely  to  be  afforded  for  fitting  out  vessels  from  any  of  said  ports  for 
privateering  purposes. 

When  you  shall  have  executed  the  duty  assigned  you  return  with 
the  Wyoming  to  Panama,  where  other  instructions  will  await  you. 
Wishing  you,  sir,  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  service, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  David  McDougal, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Wyoming ,  Panama  Bay. 


[Telegram.] 


Hew  York,  November  30  [1861]. 

Sir:  Information  having  been  received  of  the  destruction  of  P'? 
American  ship  Harvey  Birch  by  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville ,  wlikff 
arrived  at  Southampton,  and  in  view  of  further  possible  atte“h^s  * 
destruction  of  American  property  by  said  steamer,  the  board  jl 
writers  respectfully  suggest  that  armed  steamers  of  j 

be  forthwith  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  British  and  Irish A  -.  i 
off  the  Straits  of  Gribralter  to  protect  the  commerce  °t  L 

States-  T  B  SatyertHWAite, 

’  '  President. 


The  President. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Comdan<^cr '  LeRoy,  U.  ^  n  i 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  proceed  to  sea  under  sealed  orders. 

^AVi  Department,  November  30 , 1861. 

c<tt>  •  As  soon  ns  Mie  U  S  Keystone  State  is  in  all  respects  ready 
von  will  proceed  with  her  to  sea.  Transmitted  herewith  are  sealed 
instructions  which  you  Kill  not  open  until  your  vessel  is  at  sea.  Before 
sailing-  from’ Philadelphia  forward  to  the  Department  a  muster  roll  of 
tile  crifand  a  sep' rate  Met  of  the  officers  of  the  Keystone  State. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  W m.  E.  LeBoy,  _ 

Commanding  Keystone  State ,  Philadelphia. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  November  30, 1861. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  under  your  command, 
to  the  island  of  Bermuda.  Your  cruising  ground  will  be  in  that  vicin¬ 
ity  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department. 

Your  main  object  will  be  the  interdiction  of  intercourse  and  traffic 
between  Bermuda  and  the  insurrectionary  States.  For  this  purpose 
you  will  put  yourself  in  communication  with  our  consul  there,  who  will 
cooperate  with  you  and  afford  you  such  information  from  time  to  time 
as  he  may  come  in  possession  of. 

In  discharging  the  duty  assigned  to  you  you  will  be  careful  of  the 
rights  of  neutrals.  I  enclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Department  to  Commander  Ridgely,  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  which  vessel  has  been  ordered  to  cruise 
in  the  vicinity  of  Havana.  As  these  instructions  will,  it  is  thought, 
cover  any  case  that  may  arise  with  you  you  will  be  guided  by  them. 
Advise  the  Department  of  your  proceedings. 

Tlie  U.  S.  steam  propeller  Flambeau  has  been  directed  to  cruise  among 
the  Bahamas. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy. } 

Commander  Wi.  E.  LeRoy,  D.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  Philadelphia. 


Ii(’pm,  0f  x  cting  y(gunfeer  Lieutenant  Eytinge ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 


Tj  cr  .eung  volunteer  i/teuT, 
•  shi Shepherd  Knapp ,  of 


cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


Dear  sir.  x  St-  Thomas,  West  Indies,  December  1 ,  1861. 

ing  New  York  t?n°^  w*th  ,V°ur  sealed  orders,  I  assumed,  after  leav- 
ceeded  at  mw,’  'fP^bi'niance  of  their  literal  construction,  and  pro- 
the  Shepherd  Knapp^J^  eastward  as  the  Leeward  Islands,  my  ship, 
tender,  and  requir£ah  1  ?yery  waY  efficient,  though  remarkably 
«■*»*»’  b«»  200  touS  more  ballast  She  has 

and  I  requested  more  weight  ®„?.e  Tmk  0ut  ot  tl,e  1>0l  t’ 
against  her  proceeding-  too  lffihw  1,1  hei‘  before  1  left’  l)rotestmg  then 
32’s,  of  57  cwt.  So  many  vessels?  fbaJ'th  her  heav^  batteiT  ot'  eight 
a  difficult  task  to  obtain  everythin oreflttl".f'  out  atTthe  t\me.lt  becaiue 
order,  proceeded  to  sea.  ecluisite,  and  I,  under  immediate 

Near  Martinique  I  learned  of  the  SumK.i  u  •  •  ,,  .  ,,  , 

of  St,  Pierre  and  Fort  Royal.  1  immedffito  bei,,gm  neighborhood 
starting  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate  reid  r  SP?,)!U'e(l  tor  actl0,l>  an(1 
I  stood  off  and  on,  standing  in  Cr  enough  ^°roffSt  Pierre’ 

Port-  I  then  discovered  she  had  left  a  few  VeS8Cl  *! 

the  blockade  of  the  Iroquois,  that  steamer  Siting  \T'\8  W'1 

together  lllh  th“ toTeatoveUeUUyf 
the  island,  to  whom  I  was  personally  known,  I  obtained  this\iiowled°e 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


223 


of  tlie  Sumter.  Slie  had  (said  my  informer)  the  best  sympathy  of  the 
French;  had  coaled,  obtained  full  supplies  of  “winter  clothing” — evi¬ 
dently  going  north — but  was  leaking  badly,  propeller  out  of  order,  and 
required  docking.  She  made  a  feint  of  standing  to  the  southward  and 
then  steamed  away  1ST.  E.  (Private  opinion:  Gone  to  the  Bermudas, 
Azores,  or  Madeira.) 

On  this  information,  determined  to  pursue,  I  proceeded  down  the 
coast  to  Fort  Royal,  gained  no  intelligence,  and  felt  prompted  to  carry 
press  of  canvas  to  St.  Thomas  and  see  if  I  could  gain  any  intelligence. 
My  water  and  stores  lighting  my  ship  so  much  as  to  endanger  her  spars 
and  battery  for  want  of  ballast,  I  determined  to  enter  the  harbor  and 
take  enough  stone  to  allow  to  continue  my  cruise  safely  and  tight  my 
lee  guns  successfully.  I  arrived  at  this  port  very  light  and  needing  at 
least  200  tons  stone  ballast,  which  at  once  will  go  on  board,  and  with 
my  water  filled,  will  enable  to  fulfill  every  instruction  until  the  end 
of  my  cruise.  My  judgment  in  regard  to  the  Sumter  proved  excellent, 
for  day  before  yesterday  the  Sumter  was  seen  30  miles  off  this  port  by 
two  English  steamers,  standing  N.  E.  On  my  anchoring  in  the  harbor 
I  repaired  on  board  the  Macedonian  to  present  myself  and  orders  to 
Captain  Glynn,  and  to  ask  his  advice  in  regard  to  ballast.  He  read 
my  orders  and  said  if  my  ship  was  crank  and  required  ballast,  it  was 
cause  enough  for  me  to  enter  port,  but  that  evidently  the  Government 
were  desirous  I  should  keep  the  sea.  I  replied  that  my  orders  read  not 
to  enter  port  unless  necessary,  and  that  in  my  discretionary  judgment 
it  was  imperative  for  the  safety  and  efficiency  of  the  ship  to  ballast  her. 
I  shall  do  so  at  once  with  all  dispatch  and  proceed  to  sea  at  once,  not 
again  requiring  to  enter  port  until  the  end  of  the  cruise. 

I  am  sorry  my  orders  will  not  let  me  follow  the  Sumter  where  I 
assured  she  has  gone.  My  officers  and  crew  are  very  anxious  t<~lU^ 
her,  and  the  discipline  of  the  ship  is  perfect.  I  have  exercised (^uch 
the  great  guns  with  shot  and  shell  and  at  target  practice  'engage 
success.  Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  I  shall,  if  I  sight  the  ^r!lt^iaup  has 
her,  and  if  so,  be  prepared  to  hear  the  U.  S.  ship  ShepSr(^ 
carried  her  enemy.  ,  carryin and 

The  ship  is  very  fast  and  a  desirable  one  for  the  ^rVQteract  her'  bat¬ 
firing  her  guns  well,  but  requires  great  weight  jo  c(‘‘  d  ,‘the  i10use), 

+c»t>-v7  cnarc  cmrl  1ic»qa7Y7  linnao  rm  /lor*l  z  wVn/Vh  if  -»  ^ 


tery,  spars,  and  heavy  house  on  deck,  which  ,(S  d  a  sloop  of 
she  would  prove,  when  iron  ballasted,  say  u  ’ 

war  as  there  is  in  the  service.  ,  Anderson;  hope  to  fall 

As  yet  have  seen  nothing  of  the.  bar*  JT  Beallfort  N.  0  etc. 

seininateil  bydisloyalofficers  J^rn^ient  s^abbfng  at  thebreast 

them  and  place  Se, nines  before 

me — I  ask  no  more.  I  shall  co*4uer  01  c  ie  a  ^  & 

Yours,  faithfully,  „  „  _ 

’  ’  Henry  S.  Eytinge, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 

Hon.  Gideon  W^lles> 

Secretary  °J  the  Navy . 

p  s  -Duplicate  sent  to  G.  Y.  Fox,  esq.,  and  Lieutenant  J  M.Waim 
wriffht  A  New  Orleans  ship  of  1,000  tons,  in  ballast  from  Rio,  is 
expected  here;  I  shall  take  her,  1  hope,  if  I  find  her  outside. 
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Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian , 
of  movements  of  vessels  in  search  of  C .  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 

St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies ,  December  2 ,  1861. 
Sir:  I  expect  to  sail  for  Boston  to  morrow  early.  Four  clays  since, 
the  American  ship  Montmorenci ,  of  Bath,  Me.,  arrived  at  this  port, 
having  been  overhauled  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  25th  December  [November] 
(civil  account)  by  the  Sumter ,  in  latitude  18°  30'  N.,  longitude  58°  40'  W. 
The  ship  was  last  from  Wales,  England,  loaded  with  coal  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Mail  Steamship  Company  at  this  place.  The  ship  was  ransomed 
for  $20,000  and  allowed  to  proceed  after  taking  a  cpiantity  of  paints 
and  other  ship’s  stores  from  her. 

We  hear  from  St.  Pierre  that  the  Iroquois  passed  in  the  night  within 
GOO  yards  of  the  Sumter ,  she  having  run  into  a  small  cleft  in  the  rocks, 
where  she  was  hidden  by  the  high  land  and  could  see  the  Iroquois  to 
seaward  and  remain  unseen  by  her  pursuer.  Captain  Palmer  seems  to 
have  exercised  proper  skill  and  perseverance  upon  this  occasion, 
although  not  successful  in  his  object. 

The  Iroquois  sailed  again  three  days  since  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter. 
The  Dacotah  returned  here  on  the  30th  of  November  and  expects  to 
sail  to-morrow  for  Boston.  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  forward 
this  communication.  The  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp ,  Volunteer  Acting 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Eytinge,  arrived  here  three  days  since.  Her 
commander  thinks  the  ship  is  in  need  of  a  good  deal  of  repairs  for  a 
vessel  just  out  from  the  United  States,  but  unless  she  really  requires 
200  tons  more  ballast  to  make  her  safe,  as  he  says,  there  is  nothing  to 
'JjUfy  her  being  in  port,  while  her  orders  evidently  intended  she  should 
^eLihe  sea  as  long  as  practicable. 

Am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn, 

Hon.  CT)K  w  Captain. 

Secret  e  Welles, 

ry  I  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  />.  C. 

ao-ain  havina^be'e"^  Iroquois  has  just  now  returned  and  anchored 
out  havin<>-  heard  ^rifsing  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  but  with- 

dhiLo-  further  of  the  Sumter. 

J.  G. 


1‘  8’  Navy’  commandinff  JJ.  8.  S.  James 
ing  correspondence.  '  0Sed  blockade  runner  Gladiator ,  enclos- 

U.  S.  S.  James  Adger, 

o  -r,  „  ^airvton  Roads ,  December  2 , 1861. 

honorto^d^Aex^nf^’+^^^d’!0^  tbe  9tb  ultimo,  I  had  the 
Honor  to  advise  >ou  ot  my  intention  to  leave  that  nlace  to  return  to  the 

United  States  on  the  following  dav  some  f  •  If 

puoinA  wp™  i  ■  ,  7,  2’  some  additional  defects  m  the 

engine  were  discovered,  which  delayed  until  tliexith  when  on  o-oine-to 

the  English  Channel,  found  the  violence  of  a  souths  T  i  ’  5  ,  b  t0 

sen  ton  o-rPQt  t^  ivi o lr A  ....  vxuieiice  oi  a  souuivest  gale  and  heavy 

and^emained afan^lFn,  8 1?d"sel1essly  we  returned 

and  remained  at  anchor  until  2  o’clock  next  morning  'November  121 

when  we  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  channel.  j’ 

11  Yi^  ^^umunication  above  mentioned  I  also  informed  you  that  the 

propeller  Gladiator,  of  London,  had  left  with  munitions  of  war,  designed^ 
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as  supposed,  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  Southern  ports  of  the  United 
States,  but  subsequently  it  was  ascertained  that  she  did  not  obtain  a 
clearance  from  the  London  custom-house  until  the  afternoon  of  the  9th. 
It  was  a  mortification  that  I  could  not  get  into  the  English  Channel 
sooner,  yet  I  was  fully  satisfied  that  the  Gladiator ,  if  she  had  started, 
could  not  have  passed  before  we  were  outside  on  account  of  the  extreme 
badness  of  the  weather,  which  set  in  only  a  few  hours  after  it  was  said 
she  had  obtained  a  clearance.  We  slowly  passed  down  the  English 
Channel  watching  for,  and  if  seeing,  to  follow  her  to  sea.  It  was  my 
intention  to  capture  her  if  possible,  although  I  neither  possessed  nor 
could  obtain  any  evidence  to  condemn  her  other  than  that  verbally 
given  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London  (subsequent  to  his  letter  of  the  5th 
of  November,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  that  the  reputed  owner  would 
be  required  to  prove  the  true  ownership  and  destination  of  the  vessel, 
in  which  reasoning  I  could  not  acquiesce.  I  was  verbally  informed 
that  the  company  fitting  out  the  Gladiator  had  originally  designed  run¬ 
ning  her  nominally  for  Honduras  or  Mexico,  but  if  possible  into  one  of 
the  Southern  ports  of  the  United  States,  irrespective  of  the  blockade, 
but  the  arrival  of  the  James  Adger  at  Queenstown  caused  them  to  alter 
their  course  of  proceeding.  They  changed  her  officers  and  sent  her  as 
a  British  merchantman  with  all  legal  forms  to  Nassau,  an  English  port, 
with  the  hope  that  in  the  event  of  her  capture  to  cause  a  rupture 
between  the  Government  of  England  and  the  United  States,  by  which 
they  would  ultimately  be  benefited.  Thus,  upon  leaving  Southampton, 
I  was  placed  in  an  embarrassing  position;  still  I  determined  on  captur¬ 
ing  her,  if  possible,  and  if  found  out  of  the  direct  course  to  her  legal 
place  of  destination  the  better. 

Knowing  the  deception  practiced  by  the  Confederates  and  their 
agents  and  instead  of  going  to  Tenerifle,  where  it  was  said  she  would 
touch,  the  Gladiator  might  run  for  the  Azores,  I  shaped  a  course  for 
Fayal,  the  only  coaling  place  in  that  group,  and  where  we  arrived  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th.  The  Gladiator  had  not  been  there,  and  we, 
after  having  taken  on  board  74  tons  of  coal,  left  the  same  evening. 
Knowing  the  uncertainty  of  finding  the  Gladiator  and  deeming  from 
Flag-Officer  Du  Pout’s  instructions  the  necessity  for  this  steamer  being 
on  our  coast,  I  steered  for  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

All  vessels  were  scrutinized  on  our  homeward  passage,  and,  without 
finding  any  suspicious  one,  arrived  here  this  day. 

In  his  last  letter,  dated  the  8th  ultimo,  the  U.  S.  consul  at  London 
gave  the  information  that  a  clipper  bark  of  about  300  tons  would  leave 
London  in  about  a  week  from  that  time  with  a  cargo  of  munitions  of 
war  for  some  Southern  port. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  send  copies  of  note  and  letter  from  the 
U.  S.  ministers  at  Brussels  and  London,  the  consul  at  London,  and 
from  Mr.  G.  F.  Train,  in  relation  to  the  Gladiator. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Marchand, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


t  [Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Legation  des  IiItats  Unis, 

Bruxe  ues,  November  31  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  commend  to  your  confidence  Captain  Eastman* 
of  Maine,  the  bearer  of  this,  who  goes  to  England  at  my  request  to 
123a - 15 
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render  what  service  lie  can  in  thwarting  the  rebels  in  their  projected; 
enterprise  of  running  the  blockade  with  another  cargo  of  contraband 


of  war. 

He  will  tell  you  verbally  what  he  knows  respecting  the  steamer  about 
leaving  with  a  large  cargo  of  munitions  of  war  (among  which  are  25,000 
rifles)."  She  is  undoubtedly  the  property  of  the  rebels,  and  intended  for 
a  privateer,  although  going  out  with  English  papers. 

Your  arrival  is  most  opportune,  and  I  confidently  expect  she  will, 
with  your  assistance,  reach  a  Northern  port  in  safety. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

H.  S.  Sanford. 


Captain  Marchand, 

Steamer  James  Adger. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London ,  November  5 ,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Eastman,  the  bearer,  is  directed  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  such  information  as  he  is  possessed  of  respecting  the  move¬ 
ments  of  a  vessel  going  from  this  port.  If,  upon  the  evidence  he 
furnishes,  you  feel  yourself  able  to  act  without  hesitation,  outside  of 
jurisdiction  of  any  neutral  power,  it  will  be  perhaps  accomplishing  a 
result  that  may  justify  you  in  varying  from  any  orders  you  may  have 
received.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  own  discretion,  so  that  I  do  not 
tie  your  hands. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  Adams. 


Captain  Marchand, 

Of  the  James  Adger. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 


London,  November  5 ,  1861 . 

Sir  :  Having  learned  that  you  with  the  ship  James  Adger  are  on 
the  English  coast,  I  think  it  highly  important  that  you  should  be 
promptly  informed  that  the  screw  steamer  now  called  the  Gladiator  is 
loading  in  the  river  Thames  with  powder,  cartridges,  caps,  rifles,  shells, 
cannon,  blankets,  and  other  military  stores  for  the  Confederates  in  the 
rebel  States  of  America,  and  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  those  who  control 
her  movements  to  run  the  blockade.  The  steamer  is  about  700  tons, 
1  year  old,  a  good  vessel,  and  will  take  out  a  large  and  valuable  cargo. 
That  it  is  for  the  Southern  rebels  I  am  entirely  satisfied.  The  proof  is 
positive.  She  will  drop  down  the  river  to  morrow  (Wednesday)  noon, 
but  will  not  probably  go  to  sea  before  Thursday,  though  she  may 
Wednesday  night.  It  is  said  she  will  clear  for  Madeira.  She  will 
probably  call  there  for  coal. 

Though  I  have  the,strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  she  has  recently 
become  Confederate  property,  she  will  sail  under  the  protection  of  Brit¬ 
ish  papers  and  the  British  flag  and  make  the  legal  transfer  by  register 
after  reaching  a  Southern  port.  If  the  object  of  your  visit  will  permit 
you  to  watch  her  movements  or  obstruct  them  before  reaching  the 
American  coast,  you  must  judge  of  time  and  place.  But  as  it  is  of  the 
very  highest  importance  that  she  should  be  prevented  from  reaching 
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her  final  port  of  destination,  we  shall  be  greatly  gratified  if  your  instruc¬ 
tions  will  permit  you  to  give  her  all  the  attention  necessary. 

I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours,  etc., 

F.  H.  Morse, 

Commander  March  and,  U.  8.  Consul. 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger. 

P.  S. — The  bearer,  Captain  Eustis  [Eastman?]  has  seen  the  steamer 
and  will  give  you  a  full  description. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London ,  November  8,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  description  of  the  Confederate  steamer 
Gladiator.  It  was  made  by  a  confidential  clerk  who  has  been  to  her 
twice,  and  it  conforms  with  my  own  observation.  She  is  an  iron  screw  of 
about  700  tons,  English  measurement;  she  is  deeply  loaded,  and  has  on 
board  20,240  guns  and  Enfield  rifles,  a  large  quantity  of  powder,  car¬ 
tridges,  caps,  shells,  cartridge  paper,  blankets,  army  cloths,  etc.  Her 
cargo  is  just  what  the  rebels  now  most  need,  and  to  them  it  will  be  of 
very  great  value.  She  draws  near  10  feet  of  water  forward  and  14 
feet  aft,  is  1  year  old,  and  will  run  10  miles  per  hour  with  her  present 
cargo  in,  so  I  am  told.  Her  striking  features  are  that  she  is  long,  sets 
low  or  down  in  the  water  aft,  has  a  round  stern,  an  upright  stem  with¬ 
out  billet  or  figurehead,  three  masts,  main  and  mizzen,  without  yards, 
foremast  with  three  yards  rigged  like  a  topsail  schooner,  black  hull, 
funnel  between  fore  and  main  mast,  white  side  boats.  I  understand  her 
name  will  be  obliterated,  and  perhaps  when  out  she  may  change  her 
color  and  rig. 

She  is  entered  outward  at  the  custom-house,  as  I  have  just  learned 
by  examination,  at  first  for  Lisbon,  Mogadore,  and  the  Canaries.  She 
was  again  afterwards  reentered  out  for  Teneriffe,  Nassau,  and  Hon¬ 
duras.  Nassau  and  Honduras  were  nearly  obliterated.  She  is  not  yet 
cleared  at  the  custom-house,  but  no  doubt  went  to  sea  last  evening,  as 
she  left  a  point  12  miles  below  London  yesterday  afternoon  between  2 
and  3  p.  m.  She  was  sold  on  October  31  by  the  Peninsula  and  North 
African  Steam  Navigation  Company  to  Melchir  G.  Ivlengender.  She  is 
registered  in  Loudon  November  2  and  mortgaged  for  [£]  15,000. 

This  sale  is  no  doubt  a  blind.  I  have  good  reasons  for  believing  she  is 
Confederate  property,  though  she  goes  out  under  the  protection  of  the 
English  flag  and  English  papers,  with  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
transfer  on  her  arrival  in  one  of  the  rebel  ports.  The  master  is  Captain 
Bird,  who  once  or  lately  commanded  the  British  steamer  Oldelin.  She 
had  several  passengers  on  board  when  she  went  down  the  river. 

A  clipper  bark  of  about  300  tons  will  leave  in  about  one  week  with  a 
similar  cargo  for  some  Southern  port. 

No  doubt  the  steamer  thathasjustleft  will  take  the  southern  route  and 
perhaps  touch  at  the  port  she  has  entered  outward  for,  unless  she  clears 
for  some  other  after  leaving,  coal  at  some  convenient  place,  and  make 
her  way  into  a  Southern  port  if  possible.  I  hope  you  will  keep  close  on 
her  track  and  gratify  the  country  by  catching  her.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  that  this  reaches  you  before  you  sail. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  etc., 


Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

U.  8.  8.  James  Adger. 


F.  H.  Morse, 

U.  8 .  Consul. 
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Letter  from  J.  H.  Young ,  esq.,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  the  capture  of  American  brig  Betsey  Ames  by  the  Confederate 
privateer  [Sallie ]. 

Naval  Office,  New  York,  December  2,  1861. 
My  Dear  Sir:  The  brig  Betsey  Ames ,  Bartlett,  master,  stated  in 
Charleston  papers  to  have  been  taken  in  there  as  a  prize,  cleared  from 
this  port  on  the  2d  of  November  for  Cardenas,  is  265  tons  register,  built 
at  Wells,  Me.,  and  owned  there. 

This  brig  was  laden  with  general  cargo,  shipped  by  an  English  house, 
who  have  called  upon  me  and  given  the  following  facts  relative  to  our 
commercial  relations  with  the  West  Indies.  They  state  that  the  cargo 
was  shipped  on  an  order  from  their  friends  in  Cuba;  subsequently  coun¬ 
termanded  in  consequence  of  large  shipments  from  New  York  via  ike 
British  provinces;  that  a  great  portion  of  the  merchandise  now  arriving 
out  there  from  England  and  other  sources  is  on  orders  for  the  insurgents ; 
that  the  trade  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  prominent  merchants  here,  in 
connection  with  the  most  prominent  houses  in  the  West  Indies  and  on  the 
Spanish  Main,  and  that  this  business  extends  from  points  as  far  distant 
as  Paramaribo  andDemerara  to  Sabanilla  and  Cartagena,  on  the  coast. 
I  have  positive  information  that  large  orders  for  arms  have  been  here 
since  April  last  from  merchants  in  the  Netherlands  West  Indies,  and 
there  is  sufficient  reason  to  belie  ve  that  they  were  for  the  Confederates. 
The  house  to  whom  the  order  came  is  loyal,  and  refused  to  All  it  either 
through  their  connections  in  England  or  the  Netherlands,  yet  it  is  a 
delicate  matter  to  them,  and  they  beg  me  to  protect  their  correspondent. 
My  duty  to  the  Department  and  my  country  is  greater  than  all  other 
considerations,  and  I  feel  that  all  facts  of  this  character  should  be  jdaced 
before  the  Government  in  this  crisis. 

The  experience  gained  by  many  years’  residence  in  the  West  Indies 
and  on  the  Spanish  Main  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  insurgents  con¬ 
duct  most  of  their  negotiations  for  supplies  contraband  of  war  through 
agents  there  in  connection  with  Northern  capital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Young. 

Hon.  George  Harrington, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  the  Yew  Yorlc  and  Havre  Steamship  Company  to  the  Post¬ 
master-General,  reporting  detention  of  mail  steamship  Fulton  from  fear 
of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 


Office  of  the  New  York  and  Havre  S.  S.  Co., 

7  Broadway,  New  Yorlt,  December  2,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  appearance  of  the  privateer  Nashville  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic  has  so  frightened  shippers  and  passengers  that  the  steam¬ 
ship  Fulton,  advertised  to  leave  on  Saturday,  7th  instant,  with  the 
United  States  mails,  is  for  the  present  withdrawn,  her  owners  being 
unwilling  to  sustain  the  loss  which  would  certainly  accrue  to  them  from 
dispatching  their  vessel  under  existing  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Mackenzie, 

,r  ^  Agent. 

Hon.  M.  Blair, 

Postmaster-  General. 
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Letter  from  the  New  York  Board  of  Underwriters  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy ,  urging  the  need  of  armed  vessels  on  English  and  French  coasts 

for  protection  of  commerce. 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters, 

New  York ,  December  2 , 1861. 

Sir  :  At  a  meeting'  of  tlie  Yew  York  Board  of  Underwriters  held  this 
day  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  urge  upon  the 
U.  S.  Government  the  importance  of  placing  armed  vessels  on  the 
English  and  French  coasts  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  commerce 
of  the  country  from  the  depredations  of  privateers  or  other  armed 
vessels  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

In  furtherance  of  the  duty  assigned  them  they  have  inquired  and 
learn  that  the  steamer  Fulton  (now  in  this  port  from  Havre),  having 
already  discharged  her  cargo,  may  be  chartered  or  purchased,  and 
being  in  every  respect  both  as  regards  hull  and  machinery  in  perfect 
order,  can  be  sent  to  sea  as  soon  as  an  armament  could  be  placed  ou 
her,  and  with  a  force  of  100  or  200  men  could  take  the  Nashville  or  any 
other  steamer  that  is  or  can  be  sent  out  by  the  rebels. 

This  steamer  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  be  found  to 
be  exceedingly  useful  as  a  dispatch  boat,  being  of  great  speed,  and 
could  be  fitted  for  this  purpose  in  much  less  time  than  any  other  steamer 
not  now  employed  by  the  Government  on  other  service. 

Hoping  that  the  Department  may  consider  the  subject  as  of  sufficient 
importance  to  commerce  to  take  immediate  action  in  the  premises,  we 
are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

F.  S.  Lathrop, 

M.  H.  Grinnell, 

Leopold  D.  Bierwirth, 

Committee. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Endorsement.] 

A  steamer  is  to  be  dispatched  forthwith. 

WfELLES]. 


Report  of  Commander  Palmer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois , 
of  movements  of  U.  S.  vessels  in  West  Indies  searching  for  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  December  5,  1861. 

Sir:  The  day  after  my  last  communication,  while  the  Macedonian 
was  still  in  port,  I  ivent  on  a  cruise,  remaining  out  four  days  in  the 
Anegada  passage  for  a  reported  strange  steamer,  but  heard  nothing  ot 
her.  This,  however,  could  not  have  been  the  Sumter.  Upon  my  return 
I  found  the  schooner  laden  with  my  coal  and  provisions  arrived  from 
Martinique.  I  have  now  discharged  her,  and  am  now  filling  up  the 
remainder  of  my  coal,  and  will  probably  get  oft  the  day  after  to-morrow 
on  my  projected  cruise  toward  the  Bermudas.  The  Macedonian  and 
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Dacotah  sailed  the  day  before  yesterday  for  Boston.  The  armed  vessel 

Shepherd  Knapp  is  in  port  adding'  to  her  ballast. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  S.  Palmer, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  T).  C. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  to  proceed  to  England  in  search 

of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  and  for  protection  of  American  interests. 

Navy  Department,  December  6, 1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Nashville  is  understood  to  have  crossed  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  at  the  last  dates  Mas  at  Southampton,  England,  having  on  her 
passage  captured  and  destroyed  by  lire  the  American  ship  Harvey 
Birch. 

This  wanton  destruction  of  the  property  of  our  merchants  upon  the 
high  seas  requires  punishment  and  must  receive  immediate  attention. 
You  will  therefore  proceed  without  delay  to  the  English  coast,  and 
ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  whether  the  Nashville  is  at  Southampton 
or  at  any  other  place  Avithin  the  United  Kingdom,  making  it  a  primary 
object  to  seize  that  vessel  whenever  you  can  do  so  without  invading 
the  neutral  rights  or  jurisdiction  of  England  or  any  other  state.  You 
will,  as  soon  as  possible  after  your  arrival  out,  put  yourself  in  commu¬ 
nication  with  our  minister,  Mr.  Adams,  and  you  will  also  consult  with 
the  consuls  at  Liverpool,  London,  and  elsewhere,  in  regard  to  the  Nash¬ 
ville  and  other  matters  of  American  interest. 

What  course  may  be  taken  by  the  English  authorities  with  the  Nash¬ 
ville,  a  vessel  without  a  recognized  flag  or  authority,  which  has  been 
guilty  of  the  piratical  act  of  capturing  and  burning  the  merchant  ship 
of  a  nation  at  peace  with  that  Government  and  the  world,  and  then 
seeking  refuge  in  her  ports,  we  have  at  present  no  means  of  ascertain¬ 
ing. 

Should  the  Nashville  have  left  England  for  the  United  States  you 
will  not  return,  unless  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  certainty  that  you  can 
overtake  and  capture  her,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
keep  an  armed  vessel  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  protect 
American  commerce  and  guard  American  interests. 

Recently  several  vessels,  the  Bermuda ,  the  Gladiator ,  th eFingal,  and 
Watson,  and  others  not  enumerated,  have  fitted  out  in  English  ports, 
laden  with  arms,  munitions,  and  contraband  of  war,  clearing  with 
British  papers  and  sailing  under  the  English  flag,  which  vessels  have 
notoriously  been  destined  for,  and  most  of  them  have  reached,  the  insur¬ 
rectionary  regions  of  our  country  with  supplies  for  the  rebels. 

This  abuse  must  be  corrected  and  this  traffic  stopped.  It  will  there¬ 
fore  be  an  important  part  of  your  duty  to  attend  to  this  matter.  Care¬ 
fully  avoid  trespassing  on  neutral  rights  while  vigilantly  and  firmly 
exercising  your  own.  You  will  abstain  from  the  seizure  of  any  vessel 
within  the  maritime  jurisdiction  of  any  state,  but  will  on  the  high 
seas  exercise  the  right  of  visitation  and  search  to  prevent  arms,  muni¬ 
tions,  or  articles  contraband  of  war  from  being  transported  to  aid  the 
rebel  enemies  of  this  country.  Should  it  be  deemed  necessary  or 
advisable  for  you  to  visit  other  places  than  the  English  coast,  you  will 
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do  so,  advising  in  those  cases,  when  time  will  admit,  with  Mr.  Adams, 
with  whom  you  will  at  all  times  freely  communicate  and  from  whom 
you  will  receive  suggestions  and  directions. 

Great  discretionary  power  is  given  you  from  the  necessities  of  the 
case.  You  will  consult  with  our  minister  and  consuls  as  you  have 
opportunity,  availing  yourself  of  any  information  derived  from  them 
to  assist  and  regulate  your  judgment  and  action.  Cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  all. 

The  Department  has  great  confidence  in  your  ability,  courage,  firm¬ 
ness,  decision,  and  wisdom,  and  entrusts  you  with  extraordinary  pow¬ 
ers,  which  may  all  be  called  in  requisition  for  the  good  of  the  service 
and  of  the  country.  Wishing  you  a  successful  and  useful  cruise, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Gideon  Welles, 

[, Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  8.  Tuscarora ,  New  York. 


Report,  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
JJ.  S.  ship  Incr,  of  cruise  in  search  of  privateers. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino,  at  Sea,  December  6,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith  corrected  copy  of  mus¬ 
ter  roll,  together  with  abstract  log  of  this  ship  continued  from  date  of 
that  last  sent  per  ship  Grey  Feather ;  also  list  of  vessels  boarded,  and 
another  of  those  spoken,  with  the  relative  position  of  each.  Having 
cruised  in  the  vicinity  of  the  equator  a  long  time  and  falling  in  with 
nothing  of  an  unfriendly  character,  and  learning  of  no  depredation 
having  been  committed  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  upon  its 
commerce  in  that  vicinity,  concluded  my  chances  of  falling  in  ivith  some¬ 
thing  may  be  improved  by  cruising  further  northward  on  the  route,  as 
instructed  by  the  Department. 

I  am  grieved  in  being  obliged  to  prefer  charges  against  my  executive 
and  second  officer,  Messrs.  Endicott  and  Dunton.  On  the  part  of  the 
first  is  a  great  want  of  dignity  and  attention  to  his  business.  Owing 
to  his  disobedience  of  orders  we  are  getting  short  of  water,  having 
sufficient  only  for  about  forty  days,  used  with  great  care.  The  tenden¬ 
cies  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Dnntou  would  be  to  subvert  the  discipline  of 
the  ship ;  not  safe  to  leave  in  charge  of  the  ship  as  a  watch  officer,  owing 
to  his  sleeping  propensities.  Duty  compels  me  to  prefer  these  charges. 

On  account  of  the  season,  the  ship  being  very  tender  in  consequence 
of  want  of  ballast,  produced  in  part  by  the  consumption  of  stores,  crew 
nearly  out  of  clothing,  paymaster’s  stock  given  out,  and  a  want  of 
water,  will  oblige  me  to  start  for  Boston  a  little  earlier  than  under  other 
circumstances.  It  will  be  safe  to  expect  her  in  Boston  from  the  1st  to 
10th  January,  1862. 

The  health  of  the  Ino's  crew  is  excellent,  and  with  the  exceptions 
named  they  are  a  very  worthy  set  of  men.  Mr.  Parker,  my  third  officer, 
together  with  the  master’s  mates,  are  superior  men. 

Trusting  this  will  merit  your  satisfaction,  I  remain,  sir,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Jo  si  aii  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  Ship  Ino. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Eugenia  Smith  affair,  December  7,  1861. 

Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  of  seizure  of 
Messrs.  Zacharie  and  Rogers  on  board  the  English  schooner  Eugenia  Smith. 


U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Havana ,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  T  left  Havana  on  the  evening 
of  November  29  in  pursuit  of  the  English  schooner  Eugenia  Smith.  I 
steamed  on  the  course  to  the  Bio  Grande  at  10  knots,  until  satisfied  I 
had  passed  the  schooner,  or  missed  her  at  night,  or  that  she  had  taken 
an  indirect  course.  Thinking  it  important  that  the  rebel  agent  on 
board  should  be  taken,  I  kept  on  for  the  Eio  Grande. 

On  the  evening  of  December  3,  Point  .Isabel  bearing  west  distant 
90  miles,  I  overhauled  the  English  schooner  Victoria,  of  72  tons,  from 
Point  Isabel,  with  a  rebel  clearance,  and  having  11  passengers,  8  of  them 
from  States  in  rebellion  against  the  Government.  I  took  possession  of 
the  schooner  for  entering  and  sailing  from  a  port  closed  by  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  violation  of  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  13, 1861.  I  transferred  the  passengers  to  this 
ship,  in  consequence  of  their  number  and  the  small  size  of  the  schooner, 
which  obviated  sending  a  large  prize  crew  on  board.  I  put  a  prize 
crew  on  board  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  A.  W  Muldaur,  and 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Galveston  and  report  to  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  blockade  off  Galveston,  as  the  schooner  was  captured  within  Flag- 
Officer  McKean’s  command. 

I  made  for  the  Eio  Grande,  where  I  anchored  off  the  coast  of  Texas. 
On  the  7th  we  made  a  sail  standing  in  for  the  land.  I  steamed  after 
her,  and  found  she  was  the  British  schooner  Eugenia  Smith  with  two 
passengers  on  board,  Mr  Zacharie,  of  New  Orleans,  and  T.  S.  Eogers, 
of  Texas,  rebel  agents.  The  consul’s  letter  will  explain  the  case  of 
the  former,  and  the  latter  had  in  his  possession  papers  proving  him 
to  be  an  agent  of  the  rebel  Government.  I  examined  the  schooner 
thoroughly,  but  could  find  no  contraband.  She  had  passed  through 
two  U.  S.  custom-houses  since  she  changed  her  flag  (Key  West  and 
New  York),  as  late  as  the  5tli  of  October,  and  I  thought  I  would  not 
be  justified  in  seizing  her.  I  steamed  to  Galveston  in  twelve  hours 
from  the  Eio  Grande  to  see  what  disposition  the  commanding  officer 
had  made  of  the  prize.  Captain  Eagle,  of  the  Santee ,  was  there,  but 
took  no  action  in  the  matter.  I  took  the  prize  in  tow  for  Key  West, 
and  when  we  were  250  miles  from  the  Tortugas,  the  sea  being 
too  rough  to  tow  the  schooner,  I  ordered  the  prize  master  to  make 
the  best  of  his  way  to  Key  West  and  report  himself  to  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  there.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba  arrived  at  Key  West 
at  II  p.  m.  of  the  12th,  and  the  next  morning  I  landed  the  passen¬ 
gers  at  Fort  Taylor.  Major  B.  H.  Hill,  the  commanding  officer, 
administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  and  discharged  seven  of 
them;  six  of  them  he  retained  as  persons  who  might  do  the  United 
States  an  injury.  I  came  immediately  over  to  Havana  to  take  in 
coal,  which  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  to  make  some  slight  repairs 
to  the  engine. 

Mr.  Zacharie,  of  New  Orleans,  informed  me  that  the  British  consul, 
Mr.  Crawford,  would  have  given  the  schooner  he  left  Havana  in  a  con¬ 
voy  it  Mr.  T.  Butler  King,  of  Georgia,  had  taken  passage  in  her,  and 
that  he  had  written  tor  a  man-of-war  to  convoy  the  rebel  schooner  Par- 
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liament ,  with  British  colors,  commanded  by  a  man  named  Gladden, 
formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  revenue  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Bidgely, 
Commander ,  II.  S.  N. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


[Enclosure] 


U.  S.  Consulate-General  in  Cuba, 

Havana ,  November  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  the  English  schooner  Eugenia  Smith,  Smith, 
master,  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  for 
Matamoras,  having  on  board  as  passenger  a  well-known  agent  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  Mr,  Zacharie,  of  New  Orleans,  who  has  been 
employed  in  the  purchase  of  arms,  etc.,  at  this  port. 

This  schooner  was  formerly  an  American  vessel  of  160  tons,  belong¬ 
ing  to  New  York,  where  the  family  of  the  master  now  resides.  She  is 
a  fore-and  aft  vessel  and  sails  well;  but  if  you  could  get  to  sea  to-mor¬ 
row  morning  it  is  possible  you  could  overtake  her.  Her  destination  is 
undoubtedly  the  above  port  or  its  vicinity. 

The  capture  of  the  cargo  (munitions  of  war,  etc.)  and  of  the  above- 
mentioned  agent  is  of  great  importance.  If  you  determine  to  go,  I 
need  not  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  secrecy.  This 
vessel,  I  am  told,  was  cleared  from  the  office  of  the  captain  of  the  port 
by  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  vice-consul,  with  a  request  that  her  mani¬ 
fest  should  be  kept  from  the  public. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


B.  W.  Shufeldt. 


Commander  D.  B.  Bidgely, 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Letter  from  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  transmit¬ 
ting  copies  of  letters  found  in  possession  of  Confederate  agents  Zacharie  and  Rogers. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea,  December  20,  1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  letters  found  in  possession  of 
Thomas  S.  Bogers,  of  Texas,  taken  from  the  British  schooner  Eugenia 
Smith,  the  originals  in  possession  of  Major  B.  H.  Hill,  commanding 
military  post,  Key  West. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Bidgely, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[  Enclosures.] 

Havana,  Cuba,  November  23, 1861. 
Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  please  find  Mr.  Charles  Lemprieu’s  letter;  also 
a  copy  of  a  contract  that  I  now  have  with  the  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  will  pay  well.  And  should  you 
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feel  disposed  to  enter  into  a  business  of  this  kind  with  me  I  will  allow 
you  33.J  per  cent  above  your  invoice,  cost,  and  charges  in  London,  and 
then  turn  them  over  to  our  Government  at  33^  per  cent  advance  of  cost 
and  charges,  delivered  at  any  point  in  the  Confederate  States,  and 
either  pay  you  in  cotton  at  the  market  price  or  in  exchange  on  London, 
or  gold  and  silver. 

We  now  have  one  port  open,  which  can  not  be  blockaded,  which  is 
the  Rio  Grande  River,  which  divides  Texas  and  Mexico.  Small  schoon¬ 
ers  leave  here  every  day  for  that  port. 

The  above-named  profit  will  amount  to  about  100  per  cent.  jSTow, 
should  you  Avisli  to  enter  into  this  business,  I  am  willing  to  give  you 
tAvo-tliirds,  which  I  think  will  pay  well.  Mind  you,  all  expenses,  time, 
traveling,  etc.,  are  to  be  added  to  the  invoices.  Please  let  me  hear 
from  you  by  return  mail  and  I  will  visit  you  via  return  steamer  if  you 
answer  favorably. 

Address  me  Havana,  Cuba,  Hotel  Cubana,  and  much  oblige, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Mr.  George  Burgess, 

London. 


Thomas  S.  Rogers, 

Agent. 


Havana,  November  24,  1861. 

Bear  Burgess:  Will  any  client  of  yours  take  a  contract  under  the 
following  copy?  There  is  everything  open  here,  and  the  return  money 
in  cotton  will  pay  everyone  well.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Mexico,  and  shall 
be  back  here  in  January,  when  I  could  attend  to  any  certification  your 
client  might  require.  1  am  able  to  recommend  the  present  holders  of 
this  letter. 

Yours,  ever, 

Charles  Lemprieu. 

George  Burgess,  Esq., 

71  Lincoln  Inn  Fields ,  London. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

War  Department,  Ordnance  Office, 

Richmond ,  TV/.,  July  16 ,  1861. 

Sir:  This  bureau  will  receive  from  you  any  or  all  of  the  following 
articles  at  any  point  within  the  Confederate  States,  upon  the  proper 
inspection  and  at  the  rates  specified: 

Prom  50,000  to  150,000  pounds  rifle  powder,  250,000  to  350,000  pounds 
musket  powder,  50,000  to  150,000  pounds  cannon  powder,  for  which  they 
will  pay  30  cents,  or  33^  per  cent  above  invoice  cost  and  charges;  from 
10,000  to  100,000  Minie  muskets,  at  $30,  or  33^  per  cent  above  cost  and 
charges;  from  10,000  to  100,000  Enfield  rifles,  at  $30,  or  33£  per  cent 
above,  cost  and  charges;  2,000  artillery  sabers,  at  $10,  or  33^-  per  cent 
^ove  cost  and  charges;  5,000  breech-loading  carbines  for  horse,  at  $35, 
or  33£  per  cent  above  cost  and  charges;  2,000  Colt’s  navy  or  army  pis¬ 
tols,  at  $30,  or  33J-  per  cent  above  cost  and  charges;  200  carboys  nitric 
acid,  strong,  at  33 per  cent  above  cost  and  charges;  20, 0U0  pounds 
block  tin,  in  pigs,  at  50  cents,  or  33£  per  cent  above  cost  and  charges; 
1,000  boxes  common  tin,  larger  size,  at  33^-  per  cent  above  cost  and 
charges. 
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Payment  will  be  made  either  upon  the  certificate  of  the  inspecting 
officer  or  quarter  master,  or,  in  the  absence  of  either,  the  certificate  of 
the  custom-house  officer  of  the  Confederate  Government  at  the  point 
where  the  articles  are  delivered,  or  upon  such  certificates  of  delivery 
after  inspection  and  approval.  The  Department  will  pay  to  the  value 
of  deliveries  at  New  Orleans  such  drafts  as  may  be  drawn  by  you  on 
the  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Confederate  States  to  cover  such  pur¬ 
chases  and  deliveries. 

Signed,  with  the  approval  of  the  President. 

J.  Gorgas, 

Major  and  Chief  of  Ordnance ,  Confederate  States. 

George  H.  Giddings, 

San  Antonio ,  Tex. 


Letter  of  Mr.  J.  W  Zacharie  to  Hon.  R,  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate 
States,  transmitting  statement  of  the  circumstances  of  his  seizure. 


Richmond,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you,  as  requested,  a  copy  of  my  state¬ 
ment  under  oath  of  the  circumstances  of  the  outrage  lately  committed 
on  myself  on  board  the  British  schooner  Eugenia  Smith,  sailing  under 
the  British  flag  in  the  waters  of  Mexico,  which  I  drew  up  at  the  request 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul  of  this  city  and  this  day  furnished 
him. 

I  trust  that  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  will  think 
proper  to  present  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  what  I  can  not 
but  consider  a  just  claim  for  indemnity  for  damages  I  have  suffered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Zacharie. 

Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  Richmond,  Ya. 


[Enclosure.] 

J.  W.  Zacharie,  merchant  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  being  duly 
sworn,  declares: 

That  he  sailed  as  passenger  on  board  of  the  British  schooner  Eugenia 
Smith,  F.  Smith,  master,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  from  Havana, 
island  of  Cuba,  on  the  27th  of  November  last,  bound  for  the  Mexican 
port  of  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  183 
bales  of  India  gunny  cloth  and  100  of  English  long  cloths,  the  whole 
shipped  as  British  property,  insured  in  England.  On  reaching  the 
coast  of  Mexico,  on  the  7th  of  December  ultimo,  within  3  miles  of  the 
shore,  in  G  fathoms  water,  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  bearing  N. 
W.  by  N.,  the  Eugenia  Smith  was  fired  at  and  subsequently  hailed 
by  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  ordered  her  to  lower  her  sails 
and  come  to  anchor.  She  did  so,  and  thereupon  a  boat  with  12  men, 
armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Gibson,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  came  alongside  and  demanded  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Zacharie  was  on  board.  The  deponent  replied  in  the 
affirmative,  and  desired  fo  know  what  was  wanted  of  him.  Lieutenant 
Gibson  informed  him  that  Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely  desired  to  see  him  on 
board  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Deponent  then  asked 
whether  it  was  a  courteous  invitation  on  the  part  of  Captain  Ridgely, 
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or  one  to  entrap  liim  from  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag.  If 
it  were  the  latter,  lie  protested  most  solemnly  against  going. 

Lieutenant  Gibson  informed  him  that  the  ship  had  been  expressly 
sent  for  him.  Deponent  then  reminded  him  (Lieutenant  G.)  that  the 
vessel  was  in  Mexican  waters,  and  that  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  declared  that  free  ships  made  cargoes  and  persons 
free,  excepting  contraband  goods  and  naval  and  military  officers,  of 
which  the  deponent  was  neither;  but  as  he  supposed  “  might  made 
right,”  it  would  be  folly  for  him  to  attempt  to  resist  the  force  which  the 
lieutenant  had  with  him,  and  he  asked  permission  to  change  his  dress, 
which,  being  granted,  he  did  so,  and  accompanied  Lieutenant  Gibson 
on  board  the  steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Upon  his  being  introduced  to  Captain  Ridgely,  deponent  demanded 
of  him  the  reasons  of  his  arrest,  reminding  him  of  his  being  in  Mexican 
waters,  and  requested  to  know  if  he  had  any  process  from  Mexican 
authorities  to  arrest  him.  Captain  Ridgely  replied  that  the  reasons 
would  be  made  known  to  him  in  due  course  of  time.  Deponent  was 
requested  by  a  sergeant  of  marines  to  go  below,  when  he  was  rudely 
searched,  ordered  to  take  off  his  hat,  coat,  and  boots,  and  upon  turn¬ 
ing  his  pockets  inside  out  there  were  taken  from  him  his  money,  his 
pocket  and  memorandum  books,  his  portemonnaie,  together  with  every 
scrap  of  paper  which  he  had  with  him. 

On  his  being  released  from  the  inquisitions  of  the  sergeant,  Captain 
Ridgely  inquired  whether  he  had  brought  his  baggage  on  board. 
Informing  the  captain  that  it  had  not  been  so  brought,  and  that  it  was 
much  scattered  in  the  cabin  of  the  schooner,  and  that  he  could  scarcely 
describe  with  accuracy  what  he  had,  the  deponent  desired  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  go  on  board  to  collect  the  various  articles.  This 
was  granted,  and  on  the  deponent’s  return  on  board  he  saw  the  men  of 
the  U.  S.  steamer  busily  engaged  in  hoisting  out  of  the  schooner’s  hold 
the  cargo.  They  had  broken  open  the  hatches,  and  had  many  bales  of 
gunny  cloth  on  the  deck,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  cabin  he 
judged  that  they  had  been  overhauling  it  and  ransacking  her  lockers 
to  find  letters  and  papers,  which  wTere  not  to  be  found,  the  captain  of 
the  schooner  having  delivered  to  Lieutenant  Gibson  all  that  he  had. 
These,  after  being  examined  by  Captain  Ridgely,  were  pronounced  to 
be  all  in  order,  and  the  vessel  was  allowed  to  continue  her  voyage. 
Deponent  on  his  return  to  the  steamer  was  again  overhauled  and  his 
trunk  and  carpetbag  thoroughly  searched,  but  nothing  could  be  found 
in  any  way  calculated  to  place  him  in  a  false  position. 

Deponent,  with  every  form  of  solemnity,  declares  that  he  has  never 
been  employed  in  any  way  as  an  agent  of  the  Confederate  Govern¬ 
ment,  although  acknowledging  himself  heart  and  soul  sympathizing  in 
the  cause,  which  in  this  instance  was  entirely  disconnected  from  his 
presence  in  the  waters  of  Mexico.  From  the  coast  of  that  Republic  he 
was  forcefully  abducted  and  conveyed  to  Key  West,  where  he  was 
placed  in  Fort  Taylor,  remaining  there  nine  days,  not  being  allowed  to 
communicate  with  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul,  who,  as  the  deponent 
understood,  had  called  at  the  fort  but  was  not  admitted. 

Deponent  was  thence  transferred  to  the  steamer  Baltic  on  the  21st 
of  December  ultimo,  and  he  reached.  New  York  in  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  when  he  was  removed  to  Fortress  Lafayette,  whence  he  was 
liberated  on  the  1st  of  January  instant,  at  about  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  and 
was  told  that  he  and  Iris  fellow  passenger,  as  well  as  fellow-prisoner, 
T.  S.  Rogers,  were  at  liberty  to  go  where  they  pleased.  Deponent’s 
memorandum  books,  together  with  a  cotton  bond  of  the  Confederate 
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States  of  $50  and  other  valuable  papers,  were  taken  from  him  and 
were  unreturned,  without  the  assignment  of  any  cause  for  their  deten¬ 
tion. 

Deponent,  by  this  interruption  and  detention  from  his  business,  has 
sustained  heavy  losses.  He  had  made  arrangements  in  different 
quarters  for  the  shipment  for  his  account  and  consignment  to  him  at 
Matamoras  of  a  large  amount  of  property,  and  had  chartered  vessels 
to  load  back  with  cotton,  which  he  had  contracted  for,  to  be  delivered 
at  Matamoras  at  12  cents  per  pound,  on  which  he  fully  estimated  to 
realize  a  large  profit,  which  would  have  been  realized  as  subsequent 
events  have  proved.  These  losses,  personal  vexations,  and  damage  to 
his  health  he  estimates  at  the  sum  of  $100,000,  all  of  which  he  con¬ 
siders  he  had  the  right  to  be  protected  from  by  the  British  flag,  under 
which  he  sailed  and  in  which  he  relied  with  full  confidence.  He  trusts 
that  her  Majesty’s  Government  will  not  hesitate  to  indemnify  him. 
They  will  unquestionably  be  entitled  to  reimbursement  by  the  United 
States,  under  whose  authority  the  injury  was  inflicted. 

Deponent,  in  conclusion,  states  that  the  schooner  Eugenia  Smith  was 
a  British  vessel  regularly  registered,  and  had  been  recognized  as  such 
by  the  United  States  authorities  at  the  port  of  New  York,  whence  she 
had  just  come  from  when  chartered  at  Havana. 

-J.  W.  Zacharie. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Eastern  district  of  Virginia ,  to  wit: 

On  this  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862,  personally  appeared  before 
the  undersigned,  a  Confederate  States  commissioner  duly  commissioned 
and  qualified  according  to  law,  J.  W.  Zacharie,  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  one  of  the  States  of  the  Confederacy 
aforesaid,  whose  name  is  signed  to  the  annexed  statement  in  his  own 
handwriting  and  who  is  personally  known  to  the  undersigned  to  be  the 
said  J.  W.  Zacharie.  He,  the  said  J.  W.  Zacharie,  having  first  duly 
sworn,  saith  upon  his  oath  that  the  facts  contained  in  the  annexed 
statement  are  true,  each  page  of  said  statement  being  signed  at  the 
bottom  thereof  with  the  initials  of  the  said  commissioner  in  his  own 
handwriting,  and  that  the  said  statement  is  a  copy  from  the  original, 
which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul 
in  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.,  F.  J.  Cridland,  esq.,  to  be  forwarded  by 
him  to  Lord  Lyons,  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  minister  at  the  capital  of 
the  United  States,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal 
of  office  at  Richmond,  Va.,  the  capital  of  the  Confederate  States,  on 
the  day  and  date  aforesaid. 

[seal.]  Wm.  F.  Watson, 

Confederate  States  Commissioner. 


Statement  of  master  of  British  schooner  Eugenia  Smith  relative  to  seizure  of  Messrs.  Zacharie 

and  Rogers. 

The  State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  11th  day  of  the  month  of  December, 
A.  D.  1861,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Henry  Lyman  Hewlett,  a 
notary  public  in  and  for  the  said  county  and  State,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  Frederick  F.  Smith,  master  of  the  British  schooner  called 
the  Eugenia  Smith,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  of  the  burden  of  101 
tons,  British  measurement,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  states  on  his  oath:  That  he  sailed  in  and  with  the 
said  British  schooner  from  Havana,  Dominion  of  Spain,  on  or  about 
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the  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1SG1,  bound  to  the  port  of  Matamoras, 
in  Mexico,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise,  consigned  to  Joseph  San 
Roman.  That  nothing  occurred  to  interrupt  her  said  voyage  until 
Saturday,  the  7th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1861 .  That  on  Saturday,  the 
7th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1861,  at  about  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  said  schooner  was  about  4  miles  south  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river  called  the  Rio  Grande,  he  was  hailed  by  the  U.  S.  steamship 
called  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  by  a  gun  fired  by  said  U.  S.  steamship. 
A  boat  containing  an  officer  and  eight  armed  men  then  came  on  board  of 
the  said  British  schooner,  which  officer  demanded  my  papers  and  pas¬ 
sengers,  both  of  which  paper  and  passengers  he  took  on  board  said 
steamship.  While  my  papers  and  passengers  were  taken  on  board 
said  steamship,  two  more  boats  came  alongside  of  me  with  an  officer 
and  armed  men,  and  demanded  to  know  what  I  had  on  board.  I  told 
the  officer  I  had  two  articles,  viz,  India  bagging  and  English  cotton 
goods.  The  officer  then  ordered  my  hatches  to  be  opened  by  his  men, 
who  took  out  cargo  until  they  could  see  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  cut¬ 
ting  open  bales  of  bagging  while  they  were  at  work.  The  officer  and 
his  men  then  went  into  my  cabin  and  demanded  to  be  shown  the  scut¬ 
tle,  which  they  opened  by  ripping  up  the  oil  floor  cloth.  They  then 
examined  the  scuttle  and  found  some  small  parcels,  which  they  over¬ 
hauled  and  left  in  the  cabin.  About  this  time  the  captain  of  the  said 
U.  S.  steamship  sent  my  papers  on  board  and  ordered  me  to  go  on  about 
my  business.  The  captain  of  said  U.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  CvJba  detained 
my  passengers,  whom  his  officer  had  already  taken  out  of  my  schooner, 
to  wit:  Mr.  J.  W.  Zacharie,  of  New  Orleans,  and  a  Mr.  Rogers,  of  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  who  are  yet  on  board  the  said  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba 
as  prisoners.  The  boarding  officer  demanded  my  mail,  but  I  told  him 
I  carried  none.  The  boarding  officer  left  my  hatches  open,  without 
offering  to  secure  them  in  the  same  condition  as  they  found  them, 
although  I  was  out  at  sea  and  in  danger  of  damaging  or  losing  my 
vessel  and  cargo.  The  men  who  came  aboard  armed  with  their  officers 
were  not  restrained  by  their  officers  from  stealing,  which  they  freely 
did,  but  to  what  extent  I  can  not  yet  form  a  correct  estimate.  I  was 
detained  on  my  voyage  for  the  space  of  several  hours,  which  put  my 
vessel  and  cargo  at  great  risk  in  making  my  port  of  destination,  dur¬ 
ing  all  of  which  period  of  detention  the  boarding  officer  of  said  U.  S. 
steamship  took  charge  and  kept  the  vessel  so  under  his  charge. 

F.  F.  Smith. 

Thus  done  and  protested  at  the  city  of  Brownsville,  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  in  the  presence  of  Charles  Stillman  and  Cornelius  Still¬ 
man,  witnesses. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  grant  these  presents  under  my  signature  and 
the  impress  of  my  notarial  seal  at  my  office  in  the  city  of  Browns¬ 
ville  aforesaid,  on  the  day  and  year  first  hereinbefore  written. 

[seal.]  H.  L.  Howlett, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  of  cruise  in  search  of  privateers. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light,  December  8,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  my  sealed  orders  opened  at  sea  on  the  2d 
instant,  I  have  reached  to-day  latitude  32°  41'  N.,  longitude  68°  58'  W_„ 
expecting  to  pass  near  the  Bermudas  to-morrow. 
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On  the  4tli  instant,  sea  time,  11  a.  m.,  boarded  the  British  schooner 
Emeline,  from  Martinique  for  New  York,  short  of  provisions;  supplied 
her  with  a  barrel  of  beef.  She  reports  the  privateer  Sumter  as  having 
been  off  Martinique  on  the  10th  of  November.  She  transferred  to  her 
the  captain  and  two  men  of  the  schooner  Daniel  Trowbridge ,  which  she 
had  taken  and  destroyed  in  latitude  17°  33' N.,  longitude  56°  31'  W. 
The  captain  reports  that  they  had  been  in  irons  several  days,  threat¬ 
ening  them  with  hanging  in  case  they  heard  of  the  Savannah's  crew 
being  hung.  He  also  reports  her  as  having  a  strong  crew,  desperate 
and  determined.  In  the  afternoon  I  mastered  all  hands  for  general 
exercise  as  in  battle,  expended  8  rounds  of  shot  and  one  shell.  Made 
a  short  speech  to  the  men,  who  are  full  of  enthusiasm  at  the  idea  of  a 
crack  at  the  Sumter ,  should  she  happen  to  cross  our  path. 

On  the  5th  boarded  the  schooner  John  C.  Daily  from  New  York,  bound 
to  Havana.  OntheGtli  boarded  the  brig  M arine,  from  Boston  to  Havana 
On  the  Gth,  8:20  p.  m.,  made  out  a  bark  steering  apparently  W.S.W.; 
made  all  sail  in  chase;  at  10  a.  m.  overhauled  her  and  brought  her  to 
with  a  rocket;  she  proved  to  be  the  bark  Azelia ,  from  Pernambuco, 
twenty-two  days,  bound  to  Philadelphia  with  a  cargo  of  sugar.  The 
masters  of  the  last  three  vessels  seemed  to  be  much  pleased  at  the  idea 
of  cruisers  being  afloat  looking  after  them. 

I  report  the  ship’s  company  as  being  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and 
rapidly  improving  in  drill  of  great  guns  and  seamanship. 

With  the  sincere  hope  that  the  next  time  that  I  Lave  the  honor  to 
report  to  you,  it  may  be  a  dispatch  sent  in  by  a  prize, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Commander  LeRoy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  of 
departure  in  search  af  privateers. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Sea ,  December  8,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  this  ship  at  sea,  and  shall  proceed  in 
obedience  to  the  sealed  orders  (when  opened)  furnished  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Wm.  E.  LeRoy, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Montgomery ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron ,  to  Commander  Watson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  store- 
ship  Fredonia ,  regarding  suspicious  vessel  launched  in  the  harbor  of 
Valparaiso. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama ,  December  9,  1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  with  enclosures,  of  the 
18th  ultimo,  and  as  the  mail  leaves  in  an  hour  or  two  I  hasten  to  inform 
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you  of  the  departure  (yesterday)  from  this  port,  ot  the  Wyoming ,  for 
Valparaiso,  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  you  to  Callao. 

You  will  please,  sir,  to  notify  Commander  McDougal  immediately,  on 
his  arrival,  of  the  suspicions  you  have  reason  to  entertain  concerning 
the  newly  launched  vessel  at  Valparaiso,  referred  to  iu  your  letter;  and 
should  they  be  well  founded,  direct  him  to  have  a  watch  upon  her  prepa¬ 
rations  and  movements,  and  capture  her  upon  leaving  port.  In  the 
meantime  it  will  be  proper  to  apprise  the  Government  of  Clide,  through 
the  consul  or  minister  of  the  United  States,  of  your  suspicions,  with  a 
view  to  timely  intervention  on  its  part,  to  prevent  the  illegal  employ¬ 
ment  of  said  vessel  against  the  commerce  and  interest  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  J.  M.  Watson, 

U.  S.  Storesliip  Fredonia ,  Valparaiso  de  Chile. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Palmer ,  17.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois ,  to  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  and 
other  privateers. 

Navy  Department,  December  13 , 1861. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  received  your  communication  of  the  25th 
of  October  and  11th  of  November  last. 

You  will  continue  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter  until  you  succeed  in  cap¬ 
turing  her  or  learn  positively  she  has  been  captured  or  destroyed.  You 
will  then  remain  in  the  West  Indies  in  search  of  other  privateers  and 
for  the  protection  of  American  interests  until  further  ordered.  Although 
cruising  for  the  Sumter ,  you  will  not  omit  due  vigilance  in  all  cases. 
The  belligerent’s  rights  of  visitation  and  search  you  will  exercise,  avoid¬ 
ing  unnecessary  offense  to  neutrals,  but  detecting  and  seizing  all  ves¬ 
sels  having  arms,  munitions,  and  contraband  of  war. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  J.  S,  Palmer, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois ,  St,  Thomas,  West  Indies. 


Petition  of  merchants  and  shipowners  of  Boston ,  Mass.,  to  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  urging  the  need  of  protection  to  American  commerce  in  the 
Mediterranean. 


Boston,  November  14,  1861. 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  merchants  and  shipowners  of  Boston, 
engaged  in  trade  with  the  Mediterranean,  respectfully  represent  that 
our  interests  are  materially  jeopardized  from  the  fact  that  no  U.  S. 
man-of-war  is  at  present  in  that  sea,  and  urgently  request  that  at 
least  one  Government  vessel  (even  a  gunboat)  be  stationed  there  for  the 
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protection  of  our  commerce,  especially  against  tlie  danger  incurred  from 
privateers  of  tlie  Confederate  States,  which  have  now  every  opportunity 
of  cruising  in  the  Mediterranean  unmolested. 


Iasigi,  Goddard  &  Co. 
William  Perkins. 

Francis  Eacon, 

President  China  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

[And  14  others.  | 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 

A  steam  sloop  of  war  has  just  been  ordered  to  cross  the  Atlantic  for 
the  protection  of  American  interests;  another  will  be  ordered  when 
the  condition  of  affairs  at  home  will  permit. 


Letter  from  Ellen  McCarthy  regarding  the  capture  of  the  ship  John  Carver 

by  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

Philadelphia,  December  14 ,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  my  husband  shipped  as  a  sea¬ 
man  from  this  port  about  five  months  since,  on  board  the  ship  John 
Carver ,  chartered  by  the  Government,  with  provisions  to  Key  West. 
They  were  captured  by  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis,  the  men  taken  pris¬ 
oners  and  carried  to  St.  Augustine,  in  Florida.  After  some  time  a 
part  of  the  crew  were  sent  on  to  Eichmond,  and  were  since  liberated. 
Others  remain  there  still;  my  husband  is  among  the  number.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  writing  these  particulars  to  know  if  there  is  a  prospect 
of  his  being  liberated,  and  when.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  trouble  I 
am  giving  you  and  make  an  allowance  for  the  anxiety  of  a  wife  and 
mother,  who  are  naturally  anxious  to  have  him  restored  to  them  and  his 
helpless  young  family.  Please  answer  this  as  soon  as  convenient.  I 
also  wish  to  know  if  the  Government  has  made  any  provision  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  persons  so  situated,  as  no  one  needs  it  more  than 
I  do  at  present. 

I  enclose  you  the  certificate  of  the  shipping  master  to  satisfy  you. 
that  my  statement  is  correct.  Please  direct  to  813  South  Eighth  street, 
below  Catherine. 

I  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Ellen  McCarthy. 

[Secretary  of  War.] 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  shipped  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  McCarty 
in  the  ship  John  Carver  that  left  in  July  last  and  was  destroyed  at  sea 
by  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis. 

Tnos.  McGuire, 

Shipping  Master. 

Philadelphia,  December  9,  1861. 

[Endorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

S.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


December  17, 1861. 
123a - 16 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Frai ley,  U .  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  to  proceed  to  sea  under  sealed-orders. 

Navy  Department,  December  14 , 1861. 

Sir  :  The  order  to  you  of  the  4th  instant  to  report  at  Hampton  Hoads 
is  hereby  revoked. 

Transmitted  herewith  are  sealed  instructions  addressed  to  you,  to  be 
opened  when  the  Quaker  City  gets  to  sea.  Commander  De  Camp  will 
present  himself  for  passage  in  the  Quaker  City ,  and  you  will  take  your 
departure  immediately  thereafter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  New  York. 


[Enclosure.] 


Navy  Department,  December  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City ,  under  your  command, 
to  the  West  Indies,  in  search  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter.  You  will 
pursue  that  vessel  with  all  diligence  until  you  overhaul  and  capture 
her  or  learn  positively  that  she  has  been  captured  or  destroyed. 
Although  your  chief  object  will  be  the  pursuit  of  the  Sumter ,  you  will 
not  omit  due  vigilance  in  all  cases.  The  belligerent  right  of  visitation 
and  search  you  will  exercise,  avoiding  unnecessary  offense  to  neutrals, 
but  detecting  and  seizing  all  vessels  which  you  have  reason  to  suppose 
are  transporting  arms,  munitions,  and  contraband  of  war  to  the  insur¬ 
gents. 

Commander  John  De  Camp  goes  out  as  a  passenger  in  the  Quaker 
City ,  to  relieve  Commander  Palmer  of  the  command  of  the  Iroquois. 
The  Iroquois  may  probably  be  found  at  St.  Thomas,  or  you  may  learn 
of  her  movements  from  the  U.  S.  consul  there.  The  Iroquois  and 
Quaker  City  will  be  independent  of  each  other,  but  Commander 
De  Camp  and  yourself  will  act  in  concert,  so  as  to  insure  a  thorough 
search  for  the  Sumter ,  and  to  avoid  cruising  in  close  proximity  or  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  same  track  unless  advisable. 

Communicate  with  the  Department  when  opportunity  offers  and 
transmit  a  statement  of  vessels  boarded  and  spoken,  with  the  usual 
remarks  in  information  in  such  cases. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  James  M.  Frailey, 


Gideon  Welles, 

[. Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  New  York. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  JohnDe  Camp, 
U.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  to  relieve  Com¬ 
mander  Palmer  and  proceed  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  etc. 

Navy  Department,  December  14,  1861. 
Sir:  On  relieving  Commander  Palmer  of  the  command  of  the  U.  S. 
steam  sloop  Iroquois,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  to  you  of  this  date,  you 
will  proceed  with  that  vessel  in  search  of  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter. 
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You  will  pursue  tlie  Sumter  with  all  diligence  until  you  overhaul  and 
capture  her  or  learn  positively  that  she  has  been  captured  or  destroyed. 

Although  your  chief  object  will  be  the  pursuit  of  the  Sumter,  you  will 
not  omit  due  vigilance  in  all  cases.  The  belligerent  right  of  visitation 
and  search  you  will  exercise,  avoiding  unnecessary  offense  to  neutrals, 
but  detecting  and  seizing  all  vessels  which  you  have  reason  to  suppose 
are  transporting  arms,  munitions,  and  contrabrand  of  war  to  the  insur¬ 
gents. 

The  Iroquois  may  probably  be  found  at  St.  Thomas,  or  you  may  learn 
something  of  her  movements  from  the  U.  S.  consul  there.  Commander 
Frailey  will  consult  your  wishes  with  regard  to  finding  the  Iroquois. 

The  Iroquois  [and  Quaker  City ]  will  be  independent  of  each  other,  but 
Commander  Frailey  and  yourself  will  act  in  concert  so  as  to  insure  a 
thorough  search  for  the  Sumter,  and  to  avoid  cruising  in  close  proxim¬ 
ity  or  following  in  the  same  track,  unless  advisable. 

Communicate  with  the  Department  when  opportunity  offers  and 
transmit  a  statement  of  vessels  boarded  and  spoken,  with  the  usual 
remarks  and  information  in  such  cases.  Remain  in  the  West  Indies 
until  further  orders.  I  enclose  instructions,  to  be  opened  when  the 
Quaker  City  gets  to  sea. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 


Commander  John  De  Camp, 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois. 


[. Secretary  of  the  Navy. J 


Report  of  Commander  he  Roy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Keystone 

State,  of  arrival  off  Bermuda. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Off  Bermuda ,  Sunday,  11  a.  m .,  December  15,  1861. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  1  have  this  moment  dropped  anchor,  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  consul  before  proceeding  to  the  usual  man-of-war 
anchorage.  All  well.  Passage  stormy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
of  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence ,  from  New  York,  with  circum¬ 
stances  attending  cruise. 

IT.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  our  arrival  at  this  port  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th,  having  left  K  ew  York  on  the  Oth.  On  the  first  night  out  the  feed 
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pipe  to  the  port  boiler  gave  way,  and  outlie  morning  of  the  8th  the  one 
belonging  to  the  starboard  boiler  also  became  useless.  The  boilers  had 
then  to  be  fed  by  the  donkey  engine  with  cold  sea  water  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  steam  expended,  instead  of  with  hot  fresh  water  from  the 
condenser,  thus  impairing  the  economy  of  our  consumption  of  coal. 
These  feed  pipes  ought  to  be  replaced  by  others  of  heavier  metal,  but 
they  can  not  be  even  repaired  at  this  place.  The  engineers,  however, 
have  mended  them  so  that  it  is  possible  they  may  serve  our  purpose 
temporarily.  In  the  meantime  the  usefulness  of  the  vessel  is  not  mate¬ 
rially  affected  by  it,  and  she  is  now  ready  for  sea  at  a  moment’s  notice. 
Nothing  else  of  interest  occurred  during  the  passage  until  the  morning 
of  the  10th,  when,  being  in  latitude  27°  55'  N.  and  longitude  71°  55' 
W.,  it  was  reported  to  me  at  daylight  that  a  brig  was  in  sight  to  the 
westward  of  us,  apparently  standing  to  the  southward  of  west,  with 
studding  sails  set.  I  ordered  chase  to  be  made,  and  after  three  hours 
overhauled  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Queen  of  the  West,  in  ballast,  from 
Puerto  Eico,  bound  to  Halifax,  where  she  belongs.  Although  it  had 
become  evident  sometime  before  reaching  her  that  she  was  close  hauled 
andstanding  to  the  H.  W.,  yet  I  thought  the  circumstances  of  her  first 
appearance,  together  with  her  locality,  to  be  sufficiently  suspicious  to 
warrant  me  in  heaving  her  to  and  sending  an  officer  on  board  to  exam¬ 
ine  her  papers. 

Everything  proved  to  be  correct,  however.  The  matter  of  having  the 
studding  sails  set  was  denied  and  her  position  was  accounted  for  on 
the  score  of  her  having  experienced  a  three  days’  gale  from  the  north¬ 
ward,  during  which  she  had  been  obliged  to  lay  to.  I  have  since  had 
reason  to  know  that  such  was  the  case.  In  all,  her  detention  amounted 
to  only  forty  minutes,  and  she  was  not  required  to  deviate  from  her 
course.  My  formal  visits  to  the  authorities  have  been  courteously 
received,  but  it  is  evident  from  trifles,  which  I  will  not  enumerate,  that 
all  their  sympathies  are  with  the  rebels.  Indeed,  this  is  the  tone  of  feel¬ 
ing  among  all  classes  here,  and  the  common  people  barely  fall  short  of 
downright  insolence  to  our  officers  in  the  streets.  Our  presence  is  an 
evident  source  of  embarrassment  and  distress  to  very  many.  The  lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  had  already,  before  our  arrival,  forbidden  the  consul 
to  land  the  coal  sent  out  for  the  use  of  this  vessel,  except  upon  the 
express  stipulation  that  it  shall  not  be  supplied  to  any  United  States 
vessel  during  our  present  difficulties,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  con¬ 
stitute  a  breach  of  the  neutrality  enjoined  by  the  Queen’s  proclamation, 
and  a  further  correspondence  since  we  came  in  has  failed  to  convince 
him  of  error  in  this  matter.  I  know  of  no  means  of  evading  this  diffi¬ 
culty  except  by  disregarding  the  decision  of  the  lieutenant-governor, 
and  towing  one  of  the  small  coal  schooners  to  some  small  harbor  where 
the  coal  can  be  transferred,  but  as  we  have  about  100  tons  yet  remain¬ 
ing  on  board,  it  will  not  probably  be  necessary  to  resort  to  such  meas¬ 
ure  before  I  can  receive  instructions  from  the  Department. 

H.  B.  M.  steam  gunboat  Steady ,  the  only  man-of-war  here  at  the 
time  of  our  arrival,  went  to  sea  on  the  evening  of  the  11th,  and  the 
Wimble,  another  vessel  of  the  same  class,  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  and  left  again  after  a  few  hours’  stay. 

Respectfully, 

Wi.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau , 
of  British  steamer  Gladiator  and  other  blockade  runners  at  Nassau , 
jWw  Providence. 


U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau ,  TVew  Providence ,  December  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  onr  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  11th  there  were  in  port,  among  other  vessels,  the  rebel 
steamers  Theodora  (formerly  the  Gordon)  and  the  Ella  Warley  (for¬ 
merly  the  Isabel).  They  had  run  the  blockade,  bringing  cargoes  of 
cotton  which  have  been  discharged  here;  but  it  is  said  that  the  Theodora 
has  again  brought  away  some  diplomatic  emissary  of  the  Confederates, 
and  is  now  purchasing  flannel  and  other  articles  for  a  return  cargo. 
Her  75  bales  would  seem  an  insufficient  inducement  to  have  brought 
her  out.  These  two  steamers  are  commanded  by  brothers  named  Lock- 
wood. 

The  British  steamer  Gladiator ,  loaded  with  arms  for  the  rebels,  is  also 
in  this  port.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  was  her  intention  to  have  gone  to 
sea  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  and  by  an  apparent  complicity  of  the 
authorities,  particularly  the  man  who  is  pilot  and  harbor  master  here, 
her  chance  of  doing  so  without  our  being  able  to  follow  her  immedi¬ 
ately  seemed  good  at  one  time.  But  1  extricated  the  Flambeau  from 
her  cramped  position  and  shifted  our  berth  at  midnight;  and  as  we 
keep  banked  tires  under  the  boilers  constantly,  I  can  now  follow  her 
out  at  any  moment  without  a  pilot,  if  necessary.  1  have,  however, 
engaged  a  pilot  at  G  English  shillings  per  diem,  one  who  can  be  thor¬ 
oughly  relied  upon,  I  think,  for  capacity  and  fidelity.  There  were  also 
present  on  our  arrival  a  brig  and  schooner  loaded  with  salt,  both  of 
which  are  said  to  have  run  the  blockade  frequently  and  to  intend  doing 
so  again;  and  another  schooner  arrived  to-day  from  Charleston.  The 
clipper  ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  formerly  of  Boston  but  now  of  Liverpool, 
arrived  at  the  same  time  with  ourselves,  and  although  there  are  rumors 
to  the  contrary  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  she  has  come  for  cotton,  in 
hopes  that  a  sufficient  quantity  might  have  already  been  brought  over 
from  the  Southern  States.  If  this  is  the  case,  however,  the  supply  is 
as  yet  insufficient  to  load  her.  It  is  not  unlikely  from  present  appear¬ 
ances  that  the  Theodora  or  perhaps  some  of  the  less  valuable  vessels  may 
endeavor  to  lead  us  away  from  the  port  in  chase  so  that  the  Gladiator 
may  have  the  opportunity  to  escape,  but  I  shall  only  fall  into  this  trap 
in  case  the  circumstances  at  the  time  should  promise  a  chance  of  turn¬ 
ing  it  to  our  advantage,  as  I  deem  it  of  paramount  importance  to  pre¬ 
vent  these  arms  from  reaching  the  rebels. 

It  is  rumored  that  there  are  two  United  States  vessels  cruising  in  the 
channels  between  this  and  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and  it  may  be  that 
they  are  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  the  Be  Soto,  but  on  the  whole  1  doubt 
the  entire  story. 

I  have  made  this  early  report — leaving  so  much  incomplete — lest  we 
should  be  obliged  to  leave  suddenly.  In  case  of  detention  I  will  report 
further. 

Respectfully, 


Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Samuel  Whiting ,  esq.,  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Provi¬ 
dence,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  landing  of  coal  at  that  port. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

December  16,  1861. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  coal  which  has  arrived 
here  by  the  schooners  Caleb  Stetson  and  E.  W.  Perry ,  consigned 
to  my  care  by  the  U.  S.  Navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  was  being  landed 
on  the  10th  December,  when  a  dispatch  was  received  by  me  from  the 
colonial  authorities  forbidding  the  landing  of  the  same,  save  on  the 
condition  that  “the  said  coal  should  not  be  reshipped  or  transshipped 
on  board  any  United  States  war  vessel  during  the  continuance  of  the 
struggles  now  going  on  in  America.” 

I  therefore  ordered  the  schooners  off  to  anchor  and  wrote  at  once  to 
the  Department  of  State  for  instructions  in  the  matter.  The  U.  S.  S. 
Flambeau ,  Temple,  commander,  arrived  here  on  the  11th  instant,  and 
though  she  did  not  actually  need  coal,  I  requested  permission  from  the 
government  of  the  Bahamas  to  put  sufficient  coal  on  board  of  her  to 
lighten  the  schooner  Caleb  Stetson,  which  was  leaking  badly.  My 
request  was  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  the  captain  of  the  Caleb 
Stetson  to  this  effect.  The  request  was  courteously  refused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

The  coal  can  be  sent  to  Key  West  or  to  Port  Royal,  as  the  master  of 
the  vessel  may  prefer,  if  there  is  any  way  of  getting  information  to  the 
consul. 

J.  L. 


Report  of  Commander  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Dacotah,  of  cruise  from  Hongkong,  China ,  to  New  York. 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

New  York,  November  [December]  16,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Flag-Officer  Frederick  Engle, 
commanding  the  East  Indian  Squadron,  copies*  of  which,  marked  1,  2, 
and  3,  are  enclosed,  the  Dacotah  left  Hongkong  on  the  6th  August  and 
proceeded  to  Batavia,  arriving  there  on  the  17th,  the  distance  having- 
been  steamed  against  a  light  southerly  monsoon  and  smooth  sea.  On 
the  27th  a  telegram  arrived  from  Anjer  Point  stating  that  the  flagship 
Hartford  was  at  that  anchorage  awaiting  the  Dacotah.  On  the  28th  I 
proceeded  to  that  point  and  joined  the  flagship,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th  the  two  ships  left  the  Strait  of  Sunda. 

The  Dacotah  arrived  at  Cape  Town  on  the  4th  October,  where,  after 
having  filled  up  with  coal,  I  left  on  the  9th  and  reached  St.  Thomas  on 
the  19th  November,  with  the  boilers  of  the  ship  in  a  greatly  impaired 
condition.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of  November,  having  coaled 
and  being  ready  to  leave  for  the  United  States,  the  American  schooner 
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E.  J.  Talbot  came  in,  stating  that  she  had  been  chartered  at  St.  Pierre 
to  take  coal  and  provisions  to  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Iroquois,  then  watching  the 
Sumter  at  that  port.  The  IT.  S.  consul  at  St.  Thomas  having  loaded 
the  schooner  with  great  dispatch,  I  left  that  port  at  11  p.  m.  with  her  in 
tow  for  St.  Pierre.  On  the  24th  instant  I  was  induced  to  run  off  my 
course  in  chase  of  a  man-of-war  bark,  in  appearance  resembling  the 
Sumter,  and  spoke  her  after  firing  a  blank  cartridge  to  windward. 
She  proved  to  be  II.  B.  M.  Terror. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  I  was  off  St.  Pierre,  and  on  communicat¬ 
ing  with  the  town  found  that  the  Sumter  left  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  23d 
instant,  closely  pursued  by  the  Iroquois.  The  contradictory  reports 
relative  to  the  route  of  the  Sumter  left  me  in  doubt  respecting  the 
course  she  had  taken.  The  only  conclusion  I  could  arrive  at  was  that 
she  had  gone  north,  and  would  be  likely  to  make  a  French  port  in 
preference  to  any  other.  The  nest  morning  I  reached  Basse  Terre  and 
in  the  evening  Pointe  a  Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  but  could  gain  no  intelli¬ 
gence  respecting  her.  The  following  day,  after  examining  the  passage 
between  Guadeloupe  and  Dominica,  I  stopped  again  at  Basse  Terre 
and  the  nest  day  at  St.  Eustatius  and  St.  Barthlomew,  without  obtain¬ 
ing  any  trace  of  her. 

The  state  of  the  boilers  and  the  limited  quantity  of  provisions  on 
board  made  it  requisite  for  the  ship  to  return  to  the  United  States  in 
compliance  with  orders.  After  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  at  St. 
Thomas,  I  left  that  port  on  the  2d  December  and  arrived  here  this 
evening. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Macedonian,  Iroquois ,  and  Shepherd  Knapp  were  at  St. 
Thomas,  the  Macedonian  to  sail  on  the  2d  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commander . 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  LeRoy,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Keystone 
State,  of  arrival  at  Bahama  Islands,  with  account  of  cruise. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

At  Anchor  off  Hamilton,  Naval  Anchorage, 

Islands  of  Bermuda,  December  16, 1861. 

Sir:  I  anchored  in  Murray  Bay  yesterday  a  little  after  11  a.  in.,  and 
at  once  proceeded  on  shore  to  communicate  with  our  consul,  learning 
nothing  of  any  importance  to  the  public  interests.  After  returning  on 
board  I  shifted  my  anchorage  to  the  present  spot,  as  being  less  exposed, 
the  pilot  not  thinking  it  safe  to  attempt  taking  so  large  or  long  a  ship 
as  this  into  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  where  the  consul  resides.  This 
morning  I  expect,  the  weather  permitting,  to  pay  my  official  respects 
to  his  Excellency  the  governor  and  Vice-Admiral  Sir  A.  Milne,  whose 
flagship,  the  Nile,  is  near  me.  My  passage  to  these  islands  has  been 
exceedingly  rough,  and  was  delayed  somewhat  to  enable  me  to  exer¬ 
cise  my  crew  at  the  guns. 

I  much  regret  the  Department  should  have  deemed  it  proper  to  direct 
the  sailing  of  this  vessel  without  giving  me  the  services  of  a  lieutenant, 
particularly  at  a  moment  like  this,  when  experience  in  naval  matters 
is  so  requisite  in  the  executive  officer.  I  am  fortunate  in  having  the 
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services  of  three  excellent  masters,  intelligent,  zealous,  and  efficient 
seamen,  who  have  shown  every  desire  to  second  me  cheerfully,  but  have 
had  no  experience  in  exercising  guns.  1  trust  the  Department  will  see 
the  propriety  of  ordering  a  lieutenant  to  this  vessel. 

I  availed  myself  yesterday  of  a  few  moments  to  advise  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  by  a  vessel  that  Avas  under  Avay,  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State. 

I  am,  sir,  ATery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  LeRoy, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  [of  the\  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

Several  vessels  were  boarded  on  the  passage,  among  them  the  French 
merchant  bark  Suerde ,  of  and  for  Marseilles,  thirty-one  days  from  Cam¬ 
peche.  I  furnished  her  with  two  sacks  of  coal,  her  captain  fearing  liis 
supply  of  fuel  would  not  hold  out. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  E.  LeRoy, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  comma  nding  TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau , 
of  the  presence  of  blockade  runners  Theodora  and  Gladiator  at  Nassau, 
New  Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  December  17, 1861. 
Sir  :  As  I  anticipated  when  writing  my  last,  an  attempt  was  made 
last  night  in  the  midwatch  to  lead  this  vessel  aivay  in  chase  of  the 
Theodora.  Care  had  been  taken  that  I  should  hear  rumors  of  her 
intention  to  leave,  and  also  an  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  value  of  her 
cargo.  She  went  off  to  the  eastward  by  a  channel  where  it  Avas  impos¬ 
sible  for  us  to  folloAv,  expecting  us,  no  doubt,  to  go  out  by  the  ordinary 
way;  but  she  is  at  anchor  some  5  miles  away,  and  the  top  of  her  smoke¬ 
stack  is  in  sight  this  morning  from  our  masthead,  and  besides  this,  all 
or  nearly  all  of  her  crew  left  her  as  she  Avas  getting  under  Avay.  The 
Theodora  was  the  only  vessel  in  port  that  hoisted  the  rebel  flagon  Sun¬ 
day,  as  the  Ella  Warley  and  some  small  craft  that  have  hitherto  slioAvn 
these  colors  came  out  Avith  the  English  flag  on  that  day.  I  supposed 
this  to  be  a  part  of  the  plan  to  entice  me  away,  and  having  reason  also 
to  believe  that  the  story  of  her  return  cargo  is  a  pure  fiction,  I  shall  let 
her  go,  if  she  chooses,  more  particularly  as  she  burns  soft  coal,  and  so 
will  find  it  more  difficult  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  squad¬ 
ron.  1  had  thought  of  acting  otherwise;  but  if  I  AA~ere  to  follow  and 
capture  this  decoy  vessel,  the  authorities  Avould  doubtless  on  my  return 
order  me  to  sea  as  having  made  an  improper  use  of  their  port,  and  so 
the  Gladiator  would  get  the  desired  opportunity  for  escape. 

I  am  aware  that  I  have  no  right  to  make  use  of  a  neutral  port  to 
watch  my  enemies  and  follow  them  out,  and  that  such  a  course  would 
vitiate  their  capture;  but  I  have  been  lyiug  here  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  damage  to  our  feedpipes,  and  am  now  engaged  in  setting 
up  the  rigging,  which  needs  it  very  much;  in  addition  to  which  I  have 
reason  to  hope  that  the  authorities  will  recede  from  their  prohibition  to 
coal  the  ship  at  this  port,  and  the  watching  and  determination  to  follow 
and  capture  the  Gladiator  is  only  incidental  to  my  being  here  for  other 
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purposes.  I  liope  the  consul’s  dispatches  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Key  West  and  to  Consul-General  Shufeldt  will  soon  bring  another 
vessel  to  my  assistance,  for  J  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  condition  of  my 
health  impairs  my  mental  and  physical  energy  to  a  great  degree.  I 
neglected  to  mention  in  my  previous  letter  that  when  I  shifted  my  berth 
at  midnight  of  the  12th  and  13th,  the  authorities,  imagining  that  it  was 
my  intention  to  cut  out  the  Gladiator  and  tow  her  to  sea,  manned  the 
battery,  shotted  their  guns,  and  stood  prepared  to  fire  upon  us.  1  have 
only  to  add  that  the  H.  B.  M.  S.  Bull  Bog  arrived  from  Havana  yester¬ 
day  morning.  She  keeps  banked  fires  as  well  as  ourselves,  and  I  am 
confident  that,  as  Commodore  Dunlop  dispatched  her  immediately  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Steady ,  she  is  ordered  to  watch  this  vessel  and  will 
probably  interfere  with  our  proceedings.  She  carries  4  heavy  32- 
pounders,  1  pivot  GS-pounder  aft.  and  an  Armstrong  gun  of  100  pounds 
caliber  on  the  forecastle.  I  find  her  presence  rather  inconvenient,  more 
especially  as  her  commander  is  quite  a  clever  man  and  well  read  in 
international  law,  besides  being  more  dexterous  than  anyone  I  have 
met  in  guarding  his  conversation. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

December  19,  1861. 

The  Theodora  has  gone  to  sea,  as  also  British  schooner  Prince  of 
Wales ,  loaded  with  salt  for  some  Southern  port. 

W.  G.  T. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  17,  1861. 
Direct  Commander  Craven,  of  the  Tuscarora,  to  visit  the  Azores 
Islands  on  his  way  to  England. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City,  of  departure  for  sea  in  obedience  to  orders. 

[U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,] 

Off  Ellis  Island ,  New  York  Bay,  December  IS ,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14tli  instant,  directing  me  to  proceed  to  sea  after  the  arrival  of 
Commander  De  Camp,  and  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  left  the  navy 
yard  on  the  17tli  instant  at  3  o’clock,  proceeding  to  Ellis  Island  to  take 
in  powder,  which  having  been  accomplished,  1  immediately  proceeded 
seaward  and  shall  in  a  few  moments  discharge  the  pilot. 

Your  secret  instructions  will  be  faithfully  carried  out.  I  regret  that 
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do  change  could  be  effected  in  the  list  of  acting  masters  as  first  ordered, 
as  in  that  respect,  as  I  previously  reported,  the  ship  can  not  be  said 
to  be  efficient. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Glynn ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Mac¬ 
edonian,  of  cruise  from  Asp-inwall ,  New  Grenada,  to  the  West  India 
Islands. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 

At  Sea,  December  19,  1861. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  September  4,  I  sailed  from  Aspin- 
wall  on  the  5th  of  October,  and  beat  up  to  the  eastward  on  the  coast 
of  Few  Granada  and  oi  Venezuela  against  the  prevailing  wind  and 
current  till  we  reached  La  Guayra,  on  the  26th;  those  most  familiar 
with  the  navigation  of  our  track  expressing  a  good  deal  of  surprise  at 
the  success  of  what  seems  to  be  a  rather  unusual  experiment,  and 
which  was,  without  doubt,  owing  to  our  beating  very  near  in  shore  all 
the  way,  a  course  not  often  ventured  upon  by  so  large  a  ship. 

The  crew  having  become  impatient  to  get  liberty  on  shore,  it  was 
granted  to  them  at  La  Guayra,  in  consideration  of  no  more  preferable 
opportunity  having  offered  itself  since  the  ship  had  sailed  from  Ports¬ 
mouth,  A.  H. 

On  the  2d  of  November  we  sailed  from  La  Guayra,  and  returned 
again  on  the  5th,  with  the  hope  of  recovering,  through  the  agency  of 
the  police  during  our  absence,  two  deserters  that  it  was  anticipated 
would  come  out  from  their  hiding  places  when  the  ship  was  known  to 
have  left  the  anchorage,  but  they  probably  found  too  many  sympa¬ 
thizers  on  shore  and  eluded  detection. 

We  sailed  finally  on  the  same  day,  and  continued  to  beat  to  the  east¬ 
ward,  as  far  as  the  island  of  Margarita,  when  on  standing  to  the  north¬ 
ward  with  the  view  of  going  outside,  we  found  a  lee  current  so  strong 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  try  the  passage  between  the  islands  and  the 
main,  or  to  abandon  the  idea  of  getting  any  further  to  the  eastward. 
It  proved  to  be  more  intricate  and  difficult  of  navigation  than  was 
anticipated,  and  not  very  well  surveyed,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
ship,  before  we  got  through,  was  on  shore  twice  and  touched  in  stays 
on  another  occasion,  but  probably  sustained  no  injury  in  consequence. 

It  was  my  intention  when  I  left  Aspinwall  to  go  to  Trinidad  (Port 
Spain),  and  there  to  fill  up  my  water,  then  to  run  through  the  islands 
to  the  northward  as  far  as  St.  Thomas,  and  from  thence  go  to  execute 
fully  your  order  to  cruise  in  the  Mona  Passage.  In  the  execution  of 
this  design  we  had  reached  within  50  miles  of  the  island  of  Trinidad 
(or  of  Bocas  de  Dragos)  (Dragon’s  Month],  when  we  found  the  current 
so  strong  against  us  that  we  gained  but  12  miles  in  four  days,  and 
actually  lost  ground  during  the  preceding  forty-eight  hours.  No  bet¬ 
ter  prospect  appearing  in  view,  it  became  necessary  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  reaching  Port  Spain  and  to  seek  for  water  at  some  more  acces¬ 
sible  place.  All  things  considered,  St.  Thomas  appeared  the  most 
convenient  and  most  certain  from  where  we  then  were,  and  on  the  21st 
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of  November  we  quit  the  coast  of  the  Spanish  Main,  forty-six  days 
after  sailing  from  A  spin  wall.  We  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  the  27th 
November,  after  having  been  on  short  allowance  of  water  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  many  of  the  tanks  having  been  salted  from  the  pickle  out  of 
old  and  leaky  provision  barrels. 

We  met  with  nothing  suspicious  on  the  coast,  and  yet  it  seemed  a 
very  desirable  region  for  cruisers  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  as  their  rendezvous  and  to  receive  supplies.  At  the 
Margarita  Islands,  in  particular,  any  desired  facilities  might  bo  secured ; 
for  although  the  Government  officials  express  an  interest  in  our  Fed¬ 
eral  cause,  yet  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  people  generally  take  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  and  that  seems  to  be  the  case  all  through 
the  West  Indies. 

With  this  strong  protecting  interest  in  their  favor,  the  wonder  is 
that  more  cruisers  have  not  been  commissioned  before  now  against  the 
flag  of  the  Union. 

Knowing  that  this  feeling  does  so  generally  exist,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  recommend  that  a  Government  cruiser  should  be  made  to  pass 
around  the  Caribbean  Sea  as  often  as  may  be,  with  a  view  to  deter 
from  any  attempt  of  the  kind.  No  litttle  surprise  has  been  expressed 
wherever  we  have  been  that  the  United  States  should  be  carrying  on 
such  extensive  naval  and  military  operations  at  home  and  yet  be  able 
to  send  their  cruisers  so  far  away  in  pursuit  of  their  enemies.  It  con¬ 
veys  a  strong  and  a  useful  impression  of  the  power  of  the  Union. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  McKinstry ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Dacotah ,  to  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  ref  uting  unjust  criticisms 

of  Commander  Palmer,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Private.] 

U.  S.  S.  Uacotaii, 

North  River,  December  19,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  report  to  the  Department,  forwarded  by  Commodore 
Paulding,  was  written  in  haste  on  the  evening  of  my  arrival,  and  my 
object  in  addressing  you  this  private  note  is  that  justice  may  be  done 
Commander  Palmer,  whom  the  papers  are  denouncing  in  an  unjust 
manner,  I  think. 

On  the  19th  November  I  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  (the  first  time),  and  on 
the  23d,  p.  in.,  having  coaled  and  being  about  to  leave  for  Boston,  the 
American  schooner  D.  J.  Talbot  arrived,  stating  that  she  had  been 
chartered  by  the  Iroquois  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  to  take  coal  and 
provisions  to  her  (the  Iroquois),  then  watching  the  Sumter  at  that  port. 
With  dispatch  the  stores  were  placed  on  board  the  schooner,  and  11 
p.  m.  of  that  night  the  Dacotah  stood  out  of  the  harbor  with  the  schooner 
in  tow.  The  next  day  I  was  led  off  my  course  to  chase  a  bark,  in 
appearance  not  unlike  the  Sumter.  After  firing  a  blank  cartridge  to 
windward  she  was  overtaken,  and  proved  to  bell.  B.  M.  bark  Terror. 

On  the  24th,  having  towed  the  schooner  there,  I  communicated  with 
St.  Pierre  and  learned  that  the  Sumter  had  escaped  at  8  p.  m.  on  the 
23  d. 
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From  the  contradictory  reports  I  could  glean  no  satisfactory  informa¬ 
tion  respecting  lier  route,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  if  pursued, 
she  would  make  for  a  French  port  in  preference  to  any  other.  My 
slight  intercourse  with  the  French  officials  showed  their  sympathy  to 
be  with  her. 


Leaving  St.  Pierre  that  p.  in.,  the  next  morning  I  was  at  Basse  Terre, 
and  in  the  afternoon  at  Pointe  a  Pitre,  and  next  day,  after  examining 
the  passage  between  Dominica  and  Gaude-loupe,  called  again  at  Basse 
Terre.  My  object  in  making  this  second  call  at  that  port  was  to  learn 
what  news  the  English  mail  steamer  from  the  islands  south  might  ha  ve 
brought  the  previous  night.  Not  the  slightest  intelligence  could  be 
obtained  of  the  Sumter.  The  next  day  I  called  at  St.  Eustatius  and 
St.  Bartholomew,  the  governor  of  the  latter  island  assuring  me  that  the 
Sumter  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter  his  ports. 

The  state  of  the  boilers  of  this  ship  and  the  limited  supply  of  pro¬ 
visions  made  it  imperative  for  me  to  return  to  St.  Thomas  for  coal,  and 
return  for  repairs  to  the  United  States. 

The  above  facts  are  hastily  given  you,  that  Commander  Palmer,  who 
could  not  have  known  of  the  Dacotah  being  at  St.  Thomas,  may  be 
properly  represented  to  the  Department.  The  many  denunciations  in 
the  papers,  in  my  opinion,  are  unjust. 

The  Iroquois  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  the  evening  previous  to  my  leav¬ 
ing,  and  I  saw  Commander  Palmer,  in  the  presence  of  others,  without 
learning  from  him  anything  respecting  his  movements,  and  I  have  hur¬ 
riedly  written  this  to  explain  my  departure  from  the  orders  to  return 
home.  It  was  time  for  this  ship  to  rei  urn ,  aside  from  the  repairs  requi  red 
on  her  boilers.  A  great  portion  of  the  ship’s  company  are  from  the 
wrong  side  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  and  they  should  be  changed. 

Having  taken  100  tons  of  coal  yesterday,  I  decided  upon  going 
through  the  sound.  Now,  9 :30  a.  m.,  there  is  a  dense  fog  and  the  pilot 
declines  taking  the  ship  through  the  gate.  If  the  weather  should 
prove  foggy  to-morrow,  I  shall  proceed  to  sea  by  the  Hook.  I  am 
much  annoyed  by  this  day’s  detention. 

The  Dacotali.  when  in  order,  will,  I  think,  prove  as  efficient  and  as 
fast  as  any  steamer  of  her  class. 

Excuse  this  hasty  epistle.  Without  being,  or  assuming  to  be,  the 
apologist  of  Commander  Palmer,  I  would  wish,  as  I  know  you  would, 
that  justice  should  be  done  him  in  his  absence.  Dissatisfied,  grum¬ 
bling  subordinates  may  so  color  a  commander’s  conduct  as  to  destroy 
his  character  and  prospects. 

In  haste,  very  truly  yours, 


Captain  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


J.  P.  McKinstry, 

[ Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  II  S.  Navy ,  commanding  If.  S.  S.  Flambeau , 
transmitting  correspondence  with  colonial  authorities  at  Nassau ,  New 
Providence ,  relative  to  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  I  have  had  with 
the  colonial  authorities  on  the  subject  of  getting  coal  on  board  here. 
I  was  induced  to  write  the  first  letter  by  information  that  orders  had 


OPERATIONS  OE  THE  PRUISERS - UNION.  253 


been  received  from  the  home  Government  to  let  ns  have  coal 5  bnt  there 
seems  to  be  some  mistake  about  it. 

The  consul’s  dispatches  failed  to  reach  Ivey  West,  whether  from  act¬ 
ual  fear  on  the  part  of  the  black  captain  to  cross  the  Gulf  Stream,  as 
alleged,  or  from  secret  instructions  given  him  before  starting,  I  am 
unable  to  say.  The  vessel  returned  last  night,  and  now  the  consul  is 
about  to  send  one  of  the  coal  schooners  to  Key  West.  I  therefore  take 
this  opportunity  to  send  duplicates  of  my  dispatches,  lest  when  the 
Karnak  is  about  to  sail  the  post-office  authorities  should  refuse  to  take 
them. 


Respectfully, 


Hou.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


[Enclosures.] 

XT.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  December  17,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  applied  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  this  place  to  get  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  for  the  vessel  under  my  command,  a  correspondence  between 
your  Government  and  the  consul  was  read  to  me,  in  which  he  was  denied 
permission  to  procure  such  supplies  at  this  port,  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  difficulties  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rebel  States,  on  the  ground  that  such  permission  would  be  an 
infraction  of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  her  Majesty’s  proclamation 
of  the  14th  May  last. 

Without  entering  into  the  question  of  what  constituted  contraband 
of  war,  either  under  the  recognized  principles  of  international  law  or 
under  the  treaty  of  1794,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
or  under  the  British  orders  in  council  of  the  18tli  of  February,  1854, 
and  the  24tli  of  April  following,  and  without  citing  the  writings  of 
Ortolan  and  Hantefeuille — all  of  which  clearly  show  that  coal  can  never, 
under  any  circumstances,  become  contraband — I  would  beg  leave  to 
suggest  for  your  Excellency’s  consideration  the  fact  that  the  motive 
power  of  this  vessel  is  almost  exclusively  steam;  and  siuce  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  carry  a  perpetual  supply  of  coal  on  board,  a  prohibition  to 
obtain  more  would  amount  to  detaining  her  in  portduring  the  war,  and  so 
far  from  preserving  the  neutrality  en  joined,  it  would  really  be  affording 
aid  to  the  rebels.  That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  her  Majesty’s  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  England  would  seem  evident  from  the  notorious  fact  that 
both  the  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger  and  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville  obtained 
supplies  of  all  sorts  at  Southampton,  among  which  coal  must  necessa¬ 
rily  (from  their  construction)  have  entered;  and  it  is  perhaps  due  to  the 
peculiar  construction  of  the  steam  vessels  employed  in  the  present  con¬ 
test  that  any  doubts  which  may  have  existed  on  this  point  hitherto 
have  been  thus  readily  set  aside.  I  am  sorry  to  write  thus  loosely,  and 
chiefly  from  memory  and  newspapers,  on  such  a  subject,  but  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  this  prohibition  would  be  actually  taking  part  against  us 
has  seemed  so  obvious  to  me  that  I  have  trusted  to  your  indulgence  in 
so  doing,  and  I  would  only  add  that  it  has  been  done  in  all  friendliness 
of  feeling  towards  your  Excellency  and  Government. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  I  remain,  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Grenville  Temple, 
Lieutenant  Commanding ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

His  Excellency  Lieutenant-Governor  Nesbitt. 


254 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


Bahamas  Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

Nassau,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  lam  directed  by  the  lieutenant-governor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  having  reference  to  a  recent 
correspondence  between  the  Government  and  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  read  to  you  on  your  application  to  him  “for  a  supply 
of  coal  for  the  vessel  under  your  command,  in  which  he  was  denied 
permission  to  procure  such  supplies  at  this  port,  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  difficulties  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  rebel  States,  on  the  ground  that  such  permission  would  be  an 
infraction  of  the  neutrality  prescribed  by  Her  Majesty’s  proclamation 
of  the  14th  of  May  last.” 

“Without  entering  into  the  question  of  what  constitutes  contraband 
of  war,”  you  proceed  to  urge  certain  reasons  in  opposition  to  the  view 
of  coal  being  contraband,  and  allege  that  a  prohibition  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  coal  for  the  steamer  under  your  command  “would  amount 
to  detaining  her  in  port  during  the  war,  and,  so  far  from  preserving  the 
neutrality  enjoined,  it  would  be  really  affording  aid  to  the  rebels.” 

You  likewise  cite  the  cases  of  the  U.  S.  S.  James  Adger  and  the  Con¬ 
federate  steamer  Nashville ,  and  refer  to  the  different  treatment  they 
received  at  Southampton. 

Having  given  the  matter  full  consideration,  the  lieutenant-governor 
is  advised  that  there  is  nothing  in  your  letter  to  alter  the  view  of  the 
case  already  communicated  to  your  consul. 

English  authorities  of  unquestionable  weight  and  character  show 
that  coal  and  other  articles  ancipitis  usus  become  under  circum¬ 
stances  contraband  of  war;  but  the  real  question  here  is  not  whether 
coal  is  or  is  not  contraband  of  war,  but  whether  the  United  States 
armed  vessels  are  to  make  this  a  coaling  depot,  for  the  better  facili¬ 
tating  their  belligerent  operations  against  vessels  of  the  Confederate 
States,  lawfully  resorting  here  for  the  purposes  of  trade.  The  cases  of 
the  James  Adger  and  the  Nashville  are  not  parallel  cases  to  that  of  the 
Flambeau.  In  those  cases,  the  vessels  were  some  thousands  of  miles 
distant  from  the  United  States,  and  coal  was  to  them  an  article  of  real 
necessity.  In  your  case  the  Flambeau  is  within  a  very  short  distance 
of  the  ports  of  her  own  nation — Key  West,  for  instance — where  all  her 
necessities  could  readily  be  supplied. 

The  obtaining  coal  here,  therefore,  can  only  be  with  the  object  of 
enabling  her  to  continue  what  it  is  in  fact,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  blockade 
of  this  port,  and  no  facilities  can  under  these  circumstances  be  afforded 
her  for  carrying  out  this  object,  by  any  action  of  the  local  government, 
without  the  express  sanction  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  being  first  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  Thompson, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

Lieutenant  W.  G.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau. 


U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
Harbor  of  Nassau,  December  19,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  yesterday’s  date,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  day  previous,  relative 
to  my  obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  for  this  vessel. 
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t  have  nothing  further  to  present  on  this  question,  and  shall  leave  it 
to  my  Government  to  obtain  “the  express  sanction  of  her  Majesty’s 
Government,”  which  you  propose;  but,  in  the  course  of  your  remarks, 
you  say  “  the  obtaining  coal  here,  therefore,  can  only  be  with  the  object 
of  enabling  her  [the  Flambeau]  to  continue  what  it  is  in  fact,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a  blockade  of  this  port,”  etc. 

I  must  protest  against  such  a  construction  being  placed  upon  my 
presence  in  this  port,  and  would  assure  the  authorities  here  that,  in 
the  instructions  from  my  Government,  I  am  strictly  enjoined  to  “  respect 
the  rights  of  neutrals,”  among  whom,  I  trust,  Great  Britain  may  remain 
classed  during  the  continuance  of  this  contest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Grenville  Temple. 

Lieutenant  Commanding ,  U.  8.  Wavy. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Thompson, 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary  of  the  Bahamas. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  U.  8.  Wavy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flambeau , 
relative  to  blockade  runner  Gladiator  at  Wassau ,  New  Providence. 

tJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Wassau ,  Wew  Providence ,  December  21,  1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  date  the  steamer  Flla  Warley  (formerly  the 
Lsabel),  which  was  under  the  rebel  flag  until  our  arrival,  but  has  since 
taken  out  English  papers,  has  coaled  ship,  and  this  morning  went  out¬ 
side.  I  had  previous  information,  however,  that  she  was  to  go  along¬ 
side  the  Eliza  Bonsall ,  clipper  ship,  and  take  out  of  her  a  cargo  of 
salt.  I  should  not,  therefore,  have  followed  her,  even  if  I  had  not 
already  decided  upon  a  different  policy;  and  she  has  just  returned 
again,  and  is  fast  to  the  ship.  I  am  anxious  to  get  the  approval  of  the 
Department  to  my  decision  to  remain  and  watch  the  Gladiator ,  even  if 
it  should  allow  all  these  other  vessels  to  pass  out  under  my  nose.  It  is 
very  annoying  to  me  to  do  so;  but  as  the  main  object  is  to  prevent  arms 
from  reaching  the  rebels,  as  the  Gladiator  is  reported  to  have  arms  and 
equipments  for  25,000  men,  as  the  military  efficiency  of  the  rebels 
would  not  be  materially  increased,  even  by  the  success  of  the  Theodora 
and  Isabel,  in  running  the  blockade,  and  as  their  chance  of  so  doing  is 
so  small,  now  that  they  are  burning  soft  coal,  I  have  thought  it  clearly 
my  duty  not  to  hazard  being  ordered  away  from  this  post  for  any  less 
reason  than  the  capture  of  the  Gladiator.  It  has  already  been  under 
discussion  in  council  to  order  me  off  anyhow.  If  that  were  to  occur,  and 
I  were  obliged  to  watch  outside  for  her,  my  supply  of  coal  would  not 
last  a  week,  and  she  would  soon  be  able  to  slip  away.  I  can  hardly 
think  the  Department  would  justify  me  in  taking  the  remaining  coal 
schooner  to  some  harbor  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  the  face  of  the  governor’s 
prohibition,  filling  up  the  bunkers  from  her.  If,  on  the  contrary,  I 
remain  here,  she  can  neither  elude  me  nor  transship  her  arms,  for  I  am 
within  about  100  yards  of  her,  and  the  coal  on  hand  will  allow  me  to 
keep  banked  fires  for  a  mouth  longer,  and  still  have  enough  to  reach 
Key  West.  The  Gladiator,  however  (and  indeed  everybody  on  shore), 
is  of  opinion  that  we  can  not  hold  out  many  days  longer.  Of  course 
I  do  not  undeceive  them,  and  they  have  moored  head  and  stern,  waiting 
for  our  departure.  Meantime  these  other  vessels  seem  to  have  guessed 
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my  intention  of  allowing  them  to  get  to  sea  if  they  choose,  and  are 
making  the  most  of  it,  except  the  brig  loaded  with  salt,  which  is  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  trade  altogether. 

If  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  left  Havana  on  the  arrival  of  the  KarnaJc  it 
is  possible  that  these  vessels  may  be  captured  before  getting  into  the 
open  ocean;  but  I  have  no  intelligence  ol  her,  except  that  she  was  coal¬ 
ing  there  when  the  Bull  Dog  and  Steady  left,  five  or  six  days  ago.  I 
find  that  there  are  not  over  70  tons  of  coal  in  the  ship  at  present. 

Respectfully, 

Wi.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  from  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  South  Atlan¬ 
tic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Ridgely,  commanding  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba,  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  Neiv  Providence,  in  search  of  blockade 
runner  Gladiator. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  21,  1861. 
Sir  :  Please  receive  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  you 
have  repaired  to  this  port  and  furnished  me  with  the  important  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  a  dispatch  to  you  from  Consul-General  Shufeldt  at 
The  Havannah. 

In  reference  to  its  subject-matter,  I  deem  the  interests  of  the  public 
service  will  be  best  subserved  by  your  early  departure  for  Nassau. 
You  will  therefore  proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  that  port,  and  after  receiving  from  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Temple,  of  the  Flambeau,  all  the  information  he  may  have  to  impart  to 
you,  you  will  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  and  get,  in 
an  official  form,  all  the  facts  touching  the  subject-matter  of  the  consul- 
general’s  dispatch. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  letters  and  extracts  from  the  con¬ 
sulate  in  London  that  the  Gladiator  has  been  purchased  by  the  rebels 
and  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  rebel  property,  notwithstanding  her 
English  papers.  She  would  be,  therefore,  according  to  British  rule  and 
practice,  open  to  capture  1  marine  league  from  any  British  possession; 
but  she  is  loaded  with  contraband  of  war  for  the  rebel  States,  and  you 
will  make  prize  of  her  for  this  and  send  her  to  New  York,  to  be  libeled. 
You  will  likewise  inform  Lieutenant  Commanding  Temple  of  this  fact, 
and  direct  him  to  make  a  prize  of  the  Gladiator  under  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  circumstances. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  unfriendly  and  indefensible  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  authorities  at  Nassau,  as  set  forth  in  Consul-General 
Shufeldt’s  letter  to  you,  you  will  observe  the  utmost  forbearance  and 
discretion  in  all  your  intercourse  with  those  authorities.  At  the  same 
time  I  rely  with  entire  confidence  upon  your  firmness  and  judgment  to 
sustain  our  rights  as  a  nation  and  as  belligerents  upon  the  ocean 
wherever  any  unauthorized  attempts  may  be  made  to  encroach  upon 
them. 

I  leave  to  your  sound  discretion  your  own  movements,  after  commu¬ 
nicating  as  above  directed  with  Lieutenant  Commanding  Temple  and 
the  IJ.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  whether  to  return  here  with  information 


257 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


to  me  or  to  Havana,  or  to  go  direct  to  Baltimore  with  dispatches  to 
the  Navy  Department;  in  case  of  the  latter,  showing  these  orders  as 
your  authority  for  doing  so. 

Should  the  cargo  of  the  Gladiator  be  transshipped  at  Nassau  or 
Havana  I  shall  want  early  information  of  that  fact. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DuPont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Port  Royal. 


Report  of  Commander  Fr alley,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  XI.  S.  S. 

Quaker  City,  of  unfriendly  feeling  against  the  United  States  existing 

in  Bermuda. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Bermuda ,  December  22,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report mv  arrival  off  this  port  to-day  about 
noon,  when  I  was  boarded  off  the  point  by  Commander  LeRoy,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  and  from  him  received  intelligence  of  the  bad 
state  of  feeling  existing  in  all  classes  against  the  United  States.  Com¬ 
mander  LeRoy  not  being  able  to  procure  coal,  except  under  great 
disadvantages,  which  he  will  doubtless  detail  to  you,  I  have  concurred 
in  opinion  with  him  that  his  best  course  is  to  put  himself  in  communi¬ 
cation  at  an  early  day  with  the  Department.  The  representations 
made  by  Commander  LeRoy  have  determined  me  solely  to  comply  with 
my  instructions  by  placing  Lieutenant  Gamble  on  boaid  the  Keystone 
State,  and  not  to  enter  the  inner  harbor. 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Allen,  U.  S.  consul  at  this  place,  came  on  board 
with  Commander  LeRoy  and  fully  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  Commander  LeRoy  not  reentering  or  remaining  in  the  port. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  U.  S.  Navy,  stating  the  reasons  for  the 
return  to  Hampton  Roads  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State. 

U.  S.  Ship  Quaker  City, 

Off  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  Bermuda,  December  22,  1861. 

Sir:  We  arrived  off  St.  George  this  morning,  having  sailed  from 
New  York  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  instant. 

Commander  LeRoy,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
boarded  us  off  the  harbor;  also  Mr.  Allen,  U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda. 
From  representations  made  by  Commander  LeRoy  and  Mr.  Allen 
respecting  the  very  unfriendly  feeling  existing  here  toward  all  loyal 
Americans,  the  refusal  of  the  admiral  to  supply  the  Keystone  State 
with  coal,  their  remarkable  civility  to  the  officers  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Nashville,  their  liberal  supplies  of  coal  and  other  stores  to  that  vessel, 
123A - 17 
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the  ordering  our  consul  not  to  approach  the  port  (when  heretofore  we 
had  sociably  visited  the  officers  of  that  establishment),  and  the  general 
feeling  of  animosity  which  is  plainly  shown  toward  us  by  the  authori- 
ties  and  citizens  of  the  island,  as  represented  by  Commander  LeRoy 
and  our  consul,  induce  me  to  advise  Commander  LeRoy  to  return  with¬ 
out  delay  to  Hampton  Roads  with  the  Keystone  State ,  and  report  to  the 
Department. 

My  reasons  for  so  advising  are  that  no  coal  will  be  supplied  to  our 
ship  at  this  place,  the  Keystone  State  can  not  cruise  in  this  vicinity  even 
for  a  few  days  without  serious  danger  of  capture  by  a  rebel  vessel 
should  she  be  caught  without  coal,  and  I  deem  it  essential  to  the  public 
interest  that  the  Department  be  informed  of  the  state  of  things  here  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Lieutenant  Gamble  having  already  gone  on  board  the  Keystone  State, 
Commander  Frailey  has  determined  not  to  enter  the  port,  but  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  to  St.  Thomas  in  search  of  the  Iroquois. 

I  pray  you  to  excuse  this  hurried  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  South  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron ,  transmitting  letter  from  Consul-General  R.  IF. 

Shufeldt ,  at  Havana ,  Cuba,  regarding  blockade  runners  in  that  port. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Commander 
Ridgely,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  arrived  at  this  port  on 
Saturday,  the  21st  instant,  with  an  important  communication  received 
by  him  from  Consul-General  Shufeldt,  at  The  Havannah.  A  copy  of 
this  communication  I  mailed  to  you  the  same  day,  but  I  herewith  enclose 
a  duplicate  copy  to  prevent  accident. 

1  also  enclose  a  copy*  of  my  instructions  to  Commander  Ridgely, 
directing  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  Nassau.  He  left  this  morning. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate-General  United  States  op  America, 

Havana,  December  18,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  received  reliable  information  from  Nassau  that  an  Eng 
lisli  steamer  called  the  Gladiator,  and  loaded  with  arms  sufficient  for 
25,000  men,  has  arrived  at  that  port  from  England,  the  arms  being 
intended  for  the  rebels.  Also  that  the  steamers  JEllct  Wavley  (formerly 
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the  Isabel,  of  Charleston)  and  Theodora  had  arrived  there  from  Charles¬ 
ton  under  the  Confederate  colors. 

The  E.  Warley  changed  her  flag  to  the  English  forty-eight  hours 
after  her  arrival.  The  U.  S.  screw  ship  Flambeau ,  Captain  Temple,  is 
in  Nassau.  Has  been  refused  permission  by  the  authorities  to  take 
coal  either  from  the  shore  or  from  vessels  loaded  with  the  article  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  U.  S.  Government;  at  the  same  time  the  Theodora  and  E. 
Warley  are  allowed  to  coal. 

The  party  giving  us  the  above  information  states  that  the  feeling  of 
the  people  of  Nassau  is  very  hostile  and  violent  against  the  United 
States  and  its  officers.  I  deem  this  of  so  much  importance  as  to  induce 
me  to  advise  you  to  proceed  immediately  to  Port  Royal  and  make 
report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont,  hoping  that  our  forces  may  succee  i  in 
capturing  the  Gladiator  and  her  cargo  and  the  other  vessels  engaged 
in  the  trade  with  the  Southern  ports. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-General. 

Captain  Daniel  B.  Ridgelt, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  present. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  S.  ship  Morning  Light ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  privateers. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light, 

At  Sea,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  U.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  under 
my  command,  as  having  reached  the  latitude  of  9°  36'  N.  and  longi¬ 
tude  40°  29'  W.  at  yesterday  noon.  I  have  kept  thus  far  to  leeward 
of  the  track  of  outward-bound  vessels,  and  have  now  just  reached  the 
track  of  the  homeward  bounders.  I  propose  to  work  from  my  pres¬ 
ent  position  as  far  to  windward  as  the  island  of  St.  Paul  [St.  Paul 
Rocks];  by  that  time  I  expect  that  my  water  and  provisions  will  be 
sufficiently  reduced  to  justify  bearing  up  for  New  York.  Since  my  last 
dispatch,  under  date  of  the  8th  instant,  by  the  John  Bunyan,  I  have 
to  report  that  on  the  9th  we  spoke,  without  heaving  to,  the  schooner 
Alma  (British),  from  Digby,  Nova  Scotia,  for  Nassau.  The  appearance 
of  her  decks  and  course  she  steered  did  not,  in  my  judgment,  render 
it  necessary  to  board  her.  On  the  11th  we  hove  to  and  boarded  the 
British  bark  Rains  Castle,  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  for  Swansea.  On 
the  16th  instant  we  sighted,  at  8  p.  m.,  a  sail  steering  apparently  W. 
N.W.  We  bore  down  upon  her  and  fired  a  rocket  as  a  signal  to  heave 
to.  She  paid  no  attention  to  the  signal;  filled  away  again,  and  ran 
close  aboard  her,  she  acting  very  suspiciously.  After  considerable 
maneuvering,  a  shot  was  tired  across  his  bows  as  a  signal,  and  we 
threatened  him  with  a  broadside.  This  produced  no  more  effect  than 
our  words.  After  sailing  around  her  for  the  third  time  I  made  him 
comprehend  that  I  wanted  to  board  him.  He  then  hove  to.  I  sent  my 
executive  officer  on  board,  who  returned  and  reported  the  Spanish  brig 
Slaneiro,  from  Carifio  (Spain)  for  Havana.  It  appears  that  the  captain 
was  badly  frightened,  which  accounted  for  the  suspicious  nature  of  his 
movements,  as  everything  about  his  papers,  charts,  deck,  etc.,  indicated 
that  he  was  bound  on  a  true  voyage.  Since  that  date  I  have  nothing 
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of  importance  to  recount.  We  have  eighty  five  full  days’  allowance  of 
water  on  board,  which  is  being  added  to  whenever  we  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity.  Hoping  that  my  nest  will  have  more  favorable  news,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flam¬ 
beau,  regarding  transshipment  of  contraband  goods  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  December  23,  1861. 

Sir:  The  steamer  Ella  Warley  was  engaged  all  of  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  alongside  the  ship  Eliza  Bonsall,  in  taking  from  her,  not  salt,  as 
I  had  been  told  she  would,  but  cordage,  gunny  cloth,  bale  rope,  and 
boxes  apparently  containing  dry  goods. 

I  have  heai  d  yesterday  that  the  Theodora  is  at  anchor  at  a  place 
called  Spanish  Wells,  some  33  miles  from  here,  under  the  lee  of  the 
northwest  end  of  the  neighboring  island  of  Eleutliera,  and  nearly 
opposite  the  Hole  in  the  Wall.  Of  course,  if  I  find  that  any  transship¬ 
ment  of  arms  is  going  on  between  these  two  steamers  and  the  Gladiator , 
or  any  other  vessel,  I  shall  change  my  plans  accordingly,  and  not 
allow  them  to  escape;  but  as  yet  I  am  sure  no  such  transshipment  has 
taken  place,  and  I  feel  confident  none  can  without  my  knowledge. 

It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  mention  that  for  a  few  days  after  our 
arrival  people  from  these  two  rebel  steamers  got  into  several  diffi¬ 
culties  with  the  police  and  the  soldiery,  on  which  occasions  they  rep¬ 
resented  themselves  as  being  officers  of  the  Flambeau;  but  the  differ¬ 
ence  is  understood  now,  and  the  unfavorable  impression  done  away 
with,  since  our  officers  have  become  known. 

Bespectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Wi.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  bark  W .  G.  Anderson ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 

TJ.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Lat.  26°  N.,  Long.  73°  40'  W.,  December  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  last  from  Key  West,  under 
date  of  November  23.  Since  then  we  have  returned  to  the  Atlantic, 
where,  under  your  orders,  we  have  cruised  in  the  track  of  the  West 
India  vessels,  ranging  from  the  latitudes  of  29°  to  20°,  and  longitudes 
75°  to  04°.  We  have  boarded  and  spoken  many  vessels,  but  none 
of  a  suspicious  character,  and  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred. 
From  one  of  them  we  learn  that  the  Sumter  was  at  St.  Pierre,  Martin- 
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ique,  on  December  15,  but  escaped  the  Iroquois,  which  was  watching 
that  port. 

The  W.  6.  Anderson ,  since  being  ballasted,  is  quite  another  vessel, 
and  is  now  all  that  could  be  desired.  We  shall  probably  touch  at  St. 
Thomas  from  20th  to  25th  January,  and  until  then  shall  cruise  as  before. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  U.  8.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Commander  LeRoy,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Key¬ 
stone  State ,  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  from  Bermuda ,  with 
news  of  condition  of  affairs  at  that  port. 

U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Va.,  December  26,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  under  my  command 
at  this  anchorage,  four  days  from  Bermuda.  The  Department  in  its 
instructions  assigned  me  the  vicinity  of  Bermuda  as  my  cruising  ground 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department.  I  trust,  for  the  reasons 
below  enumerated,  the  Department  will  approve  of  my  departure  from 
the  order  and  my  returning  to  the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  December,  as  I  advised  the  Department  on 
that  day,  I  anchored  in  Murray  Anchorage,  Bermuda,  and  after  com¬ 
municating  with  our  consul,  Mr,  C.  M.  Allen,  proceeded  to  the  naval 
anchorage,  hoping  to  be  enabled  to  fill  there  with  coal,  the  pilot  object¬ 
ing  to  take  this  ship  into  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  on  account  of  her 
length,  etc.  On  Tuesday,  17th,  I  called  on  his  Excellency  Governor 
Ord,  and  upon  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  commander-in-chief 
of  the  naval  forces  in  the  West  Indies  and  coast  of  North  America, 
the  latter,  whose  flagship  was  anchored  near  me,  having  a  residence  on 
shore  some  distance  from  the  anchorage. 

On  applying  to  the  admiral  for  a  supply  of  coal,  he  declined,  saying 
his  supply  was  not  large  or  sufficient  for  his  own  vessels,  and  that  I 
could  obtain  coal  at  St.  George.  Learning  subsequently  from  the  con¬ 
sul  that  he  could  obtain  coal  for  me  at  St.  George  and  that  this  vessel 
could  enter  that  port,  on  Thursday,  the  19th,  I  proceeded  to  St.  George, 
and  after  a  day  or  two  negotiating  found  I  could  get  no  coal. 

On  Friday,  the  20th,  the  royal  mail  steamer  from  Halifax  arrived, 
bringing  late  news  from  England,  and  the  following  morning  I  received 
a  communication  from  our  consul,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  Royal 
Gazette  extra,  under  date  Bermuda,  December  20,  1861. 

The  intelligence  brought  by  the  steamer,  together  with  the  marked 
unfriendly  feeling  exhibited  in  various  ways  toward  the  United  States, 
and  the  openly  expressed  sympathy  in  words  and  acts  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Bermuda  toward  that  portion  of  our  country  now  in  insur¬ 
rection  against  the  legitimate  authorities,  induced  me  to  believe  my 
most  proper  course  would  be  to  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 
Department,  uncertain,  too,  how  soon  hostilities  might  commence,  the 
impression  of  not  only  the  civilians  but  of  the  military  and  naval  men, 
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as  expressed  openly  in  conversation,  being  tliat  war  would  be  declared 
before  many  days  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  unless 
our  Government  acceded  to  the  demand  said  to  have  been  made  by  the 
British  Government,  and  the  return  of  the  rebel  envoys,  Messrs.  Sli¬ 
dell  and  Mason,  a  demand  I  felt  satisfied  our  Government  would  never 
accede  to. 

Satisfied  no  supplies  would  be  furnished  the  ship  by  either  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  or  citizens  of  Bermuda,  surrounded  by  British  cruisers  ready 
for  a  declaration  of  war,  my  every  movement  closely  scanned,  a  con¬ 
stant  lookout  kept  by  a  Confederate  agent,  as  I  was  informed,  so  that 
in  the  event  of  a  suspicious  vessel  appearing  she  might  be  warned  of 
my  presence — on  one  occasion,  srhile  anchored  near  the  dockyard,  a  per¬ 
son  having  gone  some  distance  to  sea  to  warn  a  steamer  that  was  suit- 
posed  to  be  a  Confederate,  but  that  proved  to  be  a  British  cruiser — sat¬ 
isfied  me  that  all  sympathy  was  with  the  rebels;  that  while  a  rebel 
steamer  could  get  coal,  etc.,  from  private  sources  we  would  be  refused. 

A  message  was  sent  to  me  through  a  private  source,  in  return  for 
some  little  act  of  kindness,  that  the  pilots  were  directed,  in  the  event 
of  a  rebel  vessel  appearing  off  the  islands,  to  notify  her  of  the  presence 
of  an  American  cruiser. 

On  Sunday  forenoon,  the  23d  [22d]  December,  our  consul,  Mr.  C.  M. 
Allen,  walked  up  to  Fort  George,  the  signal  station,  to  ascertain  what 
was  in  the  offing,  and  on  approaching  that  station  was  told  by  the  sen¬ 
tinel  that  his  orders  were  not  to  permit  any  American  officer  or  citizen 
to  be  about  there.  Mr.  Allen  informed  me  he  had  frequently  visited 
that  spot  before  and  even  gone  into  the  signal  station.  At  the  time  of 
Mr.  Allen’s  visit  they  were  signaling  a  steamer  to  the  southward  and 
westward;  the  consul  immediately  came  on  board  to  see  me,  stating 
he  thought  there  was  something  suspicious  about,  and  though  they  soon 
after  signaled  her  an  American  I  deemed  it  a  duty  to  proceed  to  sea 
at  once  and  intercept  her  in  the  event  of  her  proving  to  be  an  enemy, 
as  1  could  have  no  control  after  she  entered  the  port. 

The  consul  accompanied  me  outside,  and  before  he  left  I  ascertained 
the  approaching  steamer  to  be  the  Quaker  City.  On  repairing  on  board 
that  vessel  and  communicating  with  Commanders  DeCamp  and  Frailey, 
and  after  the  consul  expressed  his  views,  those  gentlemen  concurred 
with  me  in  the  opinion  it  was  my  duty  to  return  home  and  lay  these 
matters  before  the  Department  at  once.  I  had  determined  to  have  left 
St.  George  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  but  the  occasion  referred  to 
took  me  to  sea  on  the  22d. 

1  regret  to  report  the  appearance  of  the  smallpox  on  board  while  at 
Bermuda,  the  second  case,  a  severe  one,  having  been  reported  to  me  on 
Saturday  night.  I  am  satisfied  if  the  presence  of  that  disease  had 
become  known  to  the  authorities  it  would  have  served  as  an  excuse  for 
peremptorily  ordering  me  from  their  waters,  and  would  have,  in  the 
event  of  my  returning  in  a  week  or  two,  been  used  as  a  reason  for  pro¬ 
hibiting  my  entering  their  port  at  all. 

On  Sunday,  the  23d  [22d],  Lieutenant  William  M.  Gamble,  U.  S. 
Navy,  reported  for  duty.  I  would  state  that  the  British  naval  officers 
were  personally  very  polite  and  attentive.  Immediately  after  my  return 
from  the  Quaker  City  we  parted  company. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  LeRoy, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Seizure  of  the  Danish  hark  J or  gen  Lorentzen,  December  26,  1861. 

Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Morning 
Light,  of  examination  of  suspicious  vessel  Union,  of  Baltimore,  and  capture  of  Danish  hark 
Jorgen  Lorentzen. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light, 

At  Sea ,  December  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  to  you,  under  the  date  of  the  23d,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions  I  am  endeavoring 
to  reach  the  line,  but  being  now  in  the  track  of  homeward-bound  vessels, 
I  am  somewhat  doubtful  of  my  ability  to  do  so.  We  are  now  in  latitude 
6°  45'  1ST.  and  longitude  37°  30'  W.,  and  instead  of  having  1ST.  E.  trades, 
which  are  usual  at  this  season,  we  are  becalmed,  with  frequent  squalls 
of  rain,  and  those  vessels  I  have  spoken  report  bringing  the  S.  E.  trades 
to  4°  N.  I  yesterday  boarded  the  ship  Union,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  Her 
captain  came  on  board  of  the  Morning  Light  and  asked  me  to  escort 
him  to  the  next  U.  S.  ship  that  we  might  meet  to  the  northward,  as  he 
represented  the  value  of  his  ship  and  cargo  at  $350,000.  I  promised  to 
escort  him  across  the  calms  until  he  got  the  N.  E.  trades. 

Iu  boarding  vessels  I  have  given  directions  that  the  boat’s  crew  shall 
question  the  crew  of  the  vessel  boarded,  with  the  view*  of  gaining  infor¬ 
mation  that  can  not  sometimes  be  extracted  from  the  quarter-deck.  I 
boarded  the  Union  myself  in  the  evening  and  examined  her  papers 
casually,  but  found  nothing  suspicious;  upon  my  return  my  coxswain 
informed  me  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  second  mate,  who 
said  that  he  overheard  the  captain  of  the  Union  declare  that  he  hoped 
he  u  would  be  taken  by  a  privateer,  and  that  he  meant  to  run  his  ship 
into  a  Southern  port  ”  if  he  could.  Of  course  under  these  circumstances 
I  judged  it  expedient  to  institute  a  more  rigid  examination.  This 
morning  I  again  boarded  him  and  placed  my  first  officer  in  charge  of 
the  deck,  mustering  his  officers  and  crew  upon  the  deck  at  the  same 
time.  1  then,  with  Mr.  Spear,  third  master,  Mr.  Blunt,  acting  paymaster, 
and  clerk,  went  to  the  cabin  with  the  captain.  I  reexamined  his  papers 
and  feel  fully  satisfied  that  the  ship  was  intended  for  New  York  when  she 
left  Shanghai.  I  then  determined  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  reports 
brought  me  by  the  coxswain.  I  placed  the  third  mate  (who  proved  to 
be  the  party  that  was  reported  to  have  made  the  statements)  upon  oath; 
he  denied  them  most  emphatically,  and  as  I  was  unable  to  elicit  any¬ 
thing  more  bearing  upon  the  captain’s  supposed  intentions,  I  apologized 
to  him  for  the  injury  that  his  feelings  had  suffered  in  being  examined 
on  board  of  his  own  ship,  at  the  same  time  explaining  to  him  that  I 
should  not  have  felt  that  I  was  faithfully  discharging  my  duty  unless  I 
had  held  the  examination. 

1  hand  you  herewith  for  your  further  information  a  copy  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  board,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Blunt  and  verified  by  Mr.  Spear, 
together  with  Mr.  Giraud’s  (first  master  and  executive  officer)  state¬ 
ment.  I  am,  during  this  present  writing,  inchase  of  a  bark,  apparently 
bound  in;  should  it  prove  to  be  an  American  vessel,  I  shall  detain  her 
long  enough  to  send  in  this  letter.  The  captain  ot  the  Union  is  strongly 
Southern  in  his  proclivities,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  his  conduct 
needs  watching  after  his  arrival;  if  his  secession  sympathies  are  noth¬ 
ing  more  than  political  opinions,  he  has  been  very  indiscreet  in  their 
display  abroad. 

12  m. — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  executive  officer 
boarded  the  bark  above  referred  to,  which  proves  to  be  the  Danish 
bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen ,  bound  from  Bio  de  J aneiro  to  Havana  for  orders. 
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I  enclose  herewith  the  ship’s  papers,  and,  if  bound  on  an  honest  voyage,, 
no  injury  is  done  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo;  but  there  is, 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  their  intention  to  run  into  New  Orleans  if  pos¬ 
sible.  1  have  dispatched  her  to  New  York  in  charge  of  Mr.  Giraud, 
acting  master  and  executive  officer  on  board  my  ship,  and  have  put  7 
men  on  board  with  him,  taking  out  7  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  whom  I 
will  dispatch  to  New  York  by  first  convenient  opportunity.  I  also 
enclose  a  list  of  the  men  sent  in  with  the  vessel,  and  their  accounts. 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  this  matter  will  meet  your  approval,  and 
that  the  cargo  may  be  condemned  as  a  lawful  prize,  I  have  the  honor 
to  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  advising  reparation  to 
Danish  Government  for  detention  of  bark  Jorgen  Loren tzen. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington ,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  1st  instant,  with  the  accompanying  extracts  from  the  report  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Henry  T.  Moore,  commanding  the  ship 
Morning  Light ,  relative  to  his  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  Danish 
bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen.  In  view  of  the  place  where  that  vessel  was; 
overhauled,  those  proceedings  can  not  be  justified.  If  the  Jorgen 
Lorentzen  had  been  met  with  near  the  coast  of  the  United  States  and 
there  had  been  reasonable  cause  to  suspect  an  intention  on  her  part  to> 
evade  the  blockade,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  commander 
of  the  Morning  Light  to  have  warned  her  oft'  by  an  endorsement  on  her 
papers,  and  if  she  had  then  attempted  to  enter  a  port  of  the  United 
States  her  capture  would  have  been  warrantable. 

The  Danish  Government  will  have  reason  to  expect  reparation  for 
the  injury  in  this  case,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  preferable 
to  anticipate  a  formal  demand  therefor.  If  you  concur  with  me  in  this, 
view,  I  would  suggest  that  you  name  some  person  to  act  as  commis¬ 
sioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  assessing 
any  pecuniary  damage  in  the  case,  and  I  will  request  Colonel  Raasloff,. 
the  charge  d’affaires  of  Denmark,  to  name  a  person  on  the  part  of  his. 
Government. 

It  has,  however,  been  intimated  to  be  me  by  Colonel  Raasloff  that 
the  behavior  of  Lieutenant  Moore  toward  the  commander  of  the  Danish 
vessel  was  unduly  harsh  and  overbearing.  Should  this  have  been  so, 
good  policy  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  should  in  a  signal  manner 
be  made  sensible  of  the  displeasure  of  his  own  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  H.  Seward, 

[Secretary  of  State.] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  concurring  in  his  opinion 
regarding  the  Danish  bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen. 

Navy  Department,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  3d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Danish  bark 
Jorgen  Lorentzen  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Morning  Light. 

The  course  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore  is  wholly  inex¬ 
cusable,  and  any  damage  that  may  have  resulted  should  be  repaired. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to 
make  an  assessment  in  the  case,  as  suggested  by  you,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  would  name  Moses  Taylor,  esq.,  of  New  York,  as  a  suitable  com¬ 
missioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  Morning  Light  is  now  cruising,  but  will  return  in  a  few  weeks, 
when  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore  shall  be  made  aware  of  the 
impropriety  of  his  conduct.  The  Danish  minister  should  be  informed 
that  Mr.  Moore  is  not  an  officer  in  the  regular  Navy,  but  has  merely  an 
acting  appointment  for  temporary  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TT.  S.  ship  Morning 
Light,  stating  reasons  for  seizure  of  Danish  bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light, 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard ,  March  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  esteemed  com¬ 
munication  of  3d  instant.  In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  I  had  not  the 
information  in  relation  to  the  law  of  blockade  that  your  letter  affords 
me  at  the  time  that  I  seized  the  Danish  bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen ,  and 
that  before  I  decided  to  send  her  into  New  York  as  a  prize,  I  carefully 
searched  through  the  legal  works  put  on  board  for  my  guidance  and 
could  find  nothing  that  bore  upon  her  case.  Her  charter  party  bound 
her  to  go  to  New  Orleans  if  ordered  there  from  Havana,  under  a  penalty 
of  £500  sterling.  The  port  of  New  Orleans  was  blockaded  at  the  date 
of  the  charter  party,  and  no  provision  was  made  in  that  document  to 
guard  the  captaiD  against  the  contingency  of  its  being  blockaded  when 
he  might  arrive  at  Havana.  The  mind  of  the  captain  of  tbe  Jorgen 
Lorentzen  seemed  to  be  relieved  when  told  that  I  thought  I  should  have 
to  send  him  into  New  York.  He  stated  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  to  have  it  go  to  New  Orleans,  and  volunteered 
information  in  relation  to  an  American  bark  that  was  to  have  sailed 
(ten  days  after  he  left  Rio  de  Janeiro), under  the  Bremen  flag,  and  with 
the  same  kind  of  papers  that  he  had.  His  manner  brought  to  my  mind 
conviction  that  he  felt  himself  relieved  from  anxiety  in  regard  to  his 
vessel,  and,  indeed,  he  stated  that  he  was  glad  to  go  to  New  York 
direct. 

In  reply  to  the  informal  charge  of  harsh  and  overbearing  conduct,  I 
deny  it  most  emphatically,  and  on  the  contrary  assert  that  my  conduct 
toward  him  was  of  the  most  polite  and  considerate  nature,  and  that  I 
even  exceeded  the  necessities  of  the  case  by  sending  a  polite  invitation 
to  the  captain  to  come  on  board  and  take  lunch  with  me.  When  he 
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came  on  board  of  tbe  Morning  Light  I  treated  him  politely,  and  when 
informed  by  him  of  a  piece  of  rudeness  on  the  part  of  one  of  my  officers 
(a  master’s  mate)  I  rebuked  the  officer  and  apologized  to  the  captain. 
If  further  explanation  is  deemed  necessary  I  respectfully  ask  to  be 
ordered  to  Washington  to  explain  in  person,  or  that  an  inquiry  be 
instituted  into  my  conduct. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding ,  U.  S.  N. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau 
relative  to  the  Gladiator  and  other  blockade  runners  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  Neic  Providence,  December  28,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  was  glad  to  learn  by  the  arrival  of  the  H.  S.  S.  Santiago  de 
Cuba ,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  instant,  that  the  Government  and 
each  vessel  of  the  AtlanticBlockading  Squadron  had  been  notified  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  this  port  up  to  the  time  of  the  Karnak's  depar¬ 
ture  for  Havana,  on  the  16th.  I  was  further  gratified  by  Commander 
Eidgely’s  approval  of  my  course  here,  after  having  communicated  to 
him  all  that  had  occurred  since  that  date.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba  hav¬ 
ing  put  in  here,  ostensibly  for  coal,  went  to  sea  again  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  26th,  nominally  bound  to  Key  West,  but  really  to  warn  theGulfBlock- 
ading  Squadron  of  the  condition  of  affairs  here.  I  have  remained  forty- 
eight  hours  longer,  partly  to  give  Commander  Eidgely  that  much  start  of 
the  possible  departure  of  the  Gladiator ,  and  partly  to  be  consistent 
with  many  things  I  have  been  obliged  to  say  as  to  my  intentions  and 
wants;  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  Commander  Eidgely,  as  well  as  my 
own,  that,  under  the  changed  aspect  of  affairs,  it  was  better  for  me  to 
get  to  sea  soon,  and  I  therefore  leave  to-day,  also  for  Key  West  to  take 
in  coal,  but  with  other  intentions,  which  will  appear  presently. 

In  the  first  place,  I  know  it  has  been  several  times  under  discussion 
in  the  executive  council  whether  this  vessel  should  not  be  ordered 
away  from  this  port;  and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
patience  of  the  colonial  authorities  would  become  exhausted  in  a  few 
days  more,  and  that  nothing  but  a  little  diplomacy  has  hitherto  saved 
us  from  being  sent  away. 

Again,  the  fact  of  my  lying  here  and  watching  the  Gladiator 
(although  compelled  to  do  so  in  order  to  render  my  vessel  seaworthy, 
and  on  account  of  my  illness)  might,  in  case  we  followed  her  out  and 
captured  her,  render  the  seizure  illegal;  in  which  case  the  Government 
would  not  only  have  to  disavow  my  acts,  but  also  make  restitution  and 
reparation. 

Still,  again,  I  have  information  that  it  is  in  debate  with  those  who 
have  control  of  the  Gladiator's  movements  whether  to  transship  her 
cargo  to  smaller  vessels  in  case  of  further  detention  by  our  presence, 
or  to  make  a  dash  herself;  in  which  last  case  I  am  advised  of  the 
route  she  will  take,  and,  even  if  she  should  escape  capture  by  this 
vessel,  it  seems  next  to  impossible  that  she  should  elude  the  other 
United  States  cruisers  on  the  coast. 
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Now,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  we  have  delayed  lier  departure 
from  this  port  for  fifteen  days  past,  and  in  the  meantime  notice  has 
been  given  to  the  blockading  squadron,  and  it  would  evidently  be 
bad  policy  either  to  force  her  to  divide  her  cargo  among  several 
smaller  vessels,  or  to  allow  this  vessel  to  be  forbidden  any  further 
entrance  into  Nassau.  I  have  therefore  decided  to  take  measures  to 
“intercept  and  capture  her,”  according  to  my  instructions,  in  case  my 
information  regarding  her  intended  route  should  prove  correct. 

The  steamer  Ella  Warley  has  nearly  completed  loading,  and  although 
there  are  several  articles  in  her  assorted  cargo  (such  as  lead)  that  can 
be  used  for  warlike  purposes,  yet  the  general  character  of  it  is  such 
that  no  presumptiou  of  contraband  would  be  tenable.  There  was  quite 
an  ostentatious  display  of  the  passage  of  muskets  this  morning  from 
the  ship  Eliza  Bonsall  to  her,  but  I  am  convinced  that  there  were  not  a 
dozen  in  all,  and  that  they  were  passed  back  again  out  of  our  sight  and 
again  displayed,  so  as  to  create  the  impression  that  they  numbered 
many  more.  1  think  it  better,  therefore,  that  this  vessel  should  be  cap¬ 
tured  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade,  rather  than  by  us,  before 
her  intention  to  do  so  becomes  clearly  manifest. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  remark  that  H.  B.  M.  S.  Steady  went  to  sea 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  about  three  hours  after  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba ;  that  she  returned  off  the  bar  about  midnight,  and  exchanged 
signals  with  H.  B.  M.  S.  Bull  Bog ;  and  finally  that  she  came  in  and 
anchored  at  noon  of  yesterday,  when  the  Bull  Bog  went  out  in  her 
place  and  is  still  cruising  in  the  offing,  apparently  under  sail  alone. 


Respectfully, 


Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Ueport  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City ,  of  arrival  at  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Island  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies.  Becember  28,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  in  this  port  yesterday  in 
four  and  a  half  days  from  Bermuda,  off  which  port  I  communicated 
with  Commander  LeRoy,  of  the  Keystone  State ,  and  placed  on  board  of 
that  vessel  Lieutenant  William  M.  Gamble,  who  had  been  directed  for 
duty  as  her  executive  officer. 

We  have  arrived  here  at  an  unfortunate  period  of  time  (Christmas 
holidays)  to  expedite  coaling  operations  to  continue  our  cruise,  as  labor¬ 
ers  will  not  work;  but  as  the  Iroquois  is  absent  on  a  cruise  and  is  not 
expected  here  for  several  days  yet,  I  presume  the  Quaker  City  will,  be 
in  a  state  of  forwardness  to  proceed  on  a  cruise  in  a  very  short  time 
after  her  arrival.  Nothing  certain  is  known  of  the  movements  of  the 
Sumter  since  the  boarding  of  the  Montmorenci. 

The  speed  of  the  ship  has  not  met  with  my  expectations,  as  at  no 
time  since  leaving  New  York  has  she  accomplished  over  10  knots  per 
hour.  Her  starboard  forward  boiler  commenced  leaking  (a  rivet  having 
blown  out  a  few  hours  after  leaving  New  York),  producing  considerable 
inconvenience  to  the  crew  on  the  berth  deck  by  escape  of  steam,  but 
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which  has,  in  a  measure,  been  remedied  temporarily  and  now  occupies 
the  attention  of  the  engineer.  Since  steam  has  been  discontinued  two 
additional  holes  have  been  discovered  in  the  same  boiler,  but  which 
Mr.  Farrer,  chief  engineer,  believes  can  readily  be  repaired. 

The  expression  of  my  opinion  as  made  known  to  you  in  my  letters  of 
the  llth  and  14th  instant  .as  to  the  incompetency  of  the  three  acting 
masters  detailed  for  duty  in  this  ship  has  been  fully  realized,  not 
one  of  them  being  capable  of  performing  the  duties  which  necessarily 
devolve  upon  them. 

The  ship  being  found  deficient  in  many  necessary  articles,  I  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  supply  the  deficiencies,  which  will,  of  course,  dimin¬ 
ish  the  funds  in  the  paymaster’s  hands,  and  would  respectfully  request 
that  authority  may  be  given  me  to  replenish  our  means  by  bills  or 
otherwise,  as  the  Department  may  deem  proper. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

James  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  LeRoy ,  JJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  approving  his  course  in  returning 
to  the  United  States. 

Navy  Department,  December  30 , 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  26th  instant,  report¬ 
ing  your  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads  with  the  Keystone  State,  having 
deemed  it  prudent,  for  reasons  stated,  to  return  to  the  United  States 
and  communicate  with  the  Department.  Your  course  is  approved. 
As  soon  as  the  smallpox  disappears  from  the  Keystone  State  and  she 
is  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  you  will  inform  the  Department  and  await 
its  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  Wm.  E.  LeRoy,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State ,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flam¬ 
beau,  relative  to  blockade  runner  Gladiator. 

[U.  S.  S.  Flambeau], 

At  Anchor  on  the  Bahama  Banks, 

Lat.  23°  5'  N.,  Long.  78°  1'  W.,  January  1,  1862. 

Sir:  The  information  I  received  before  leaving  Nassau,  as  to  the 
intended  movements  of  the  Gladiator,  came  to  me  from  such  a  source 
that  I  placed  full  reliance  upon  it,  and  was  to  the  effect  that  she  would 
get  under  way  openly,  and  if  this  vessel  followed  her  out,  would  go 
around  the  northern  and  eastern  sides  of  New  Providence  Island,  into 
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Cochrane  Anchorage,  taking  care  to  keep  always  within  3  miles  of  the 
shore.  The  pilot  I  had  engaged  had  already  been  frightened,  cajoled, 
and  bribed  by  the  Gladiator’s  people  into  refusing  to  go  with  me,  aud 
had  been  offered  $1,000  to  take  that  vessel  out  and  over  the  banks; 
and  as  we  could  obtain  no  other,  it  was  not  expected  that  we  could 
follow  her  in  there,  even  if  I  were  willing  to  subject  myself  to  the 
indignation  of  the  authorities  by  such  a  course.  While,  therefore,  I 
was  expected  to  be  at  a  loss  what  to  do  next,  she  was  to  choose  a 
favorable  opportunity  and  run  through  to  the  tongue  of  ocean,  past 
the  southern  side  of  the  island,  aud  so  down  to  Washerwoman’s  Cut 
and  across  the  Banks  into  the  Old  Bahama  Channel,  and,  of  course, 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Even  if  I  discovered  this  movement  and  gave  chase,  it  was  reckoned 
quite  correctly  that  I  would  be  unable  to  follow  on  through  such  intri¬ 
cate  and  shallow  channels,  but  would  have  to  come  first  around  the 
western  end  of  New  Providence,  and  then  through  one  of  the  deep  chan¬ 
nels  at  the  bottom  of  the  tongue  of  the  ocean,  by  which  means  she 
would  get  at  least  GO  miles  the  start  of  us.  I  therefore  gave  out  that  it 
had  become  necessary  for  us  to  go  to  Key  West  for  coal,  and  by  start¬ 
ing  at  noon  aud  at  low  water  of  the  28th  I  prevented  her,  so  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  from  getting  to  sea  on  the  same  day,  for  she  was  not  only  moored 
with  two  anchors  to  the  bows,  but  had  the  stream  anchor  out  for  a  stern 
mooring,  to  prevent  her  swinging  to  the  tide  and  grounding,  and  from 
my  observation  of  their  manner  of  working  I  am  confident  they  could 
not  get  out  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours.  We  had  passed  Stirrup 
Cay  by  sunset  (and,  I  hope,  were  so  reported  at  Nassau),  and  crossed 
the  banks  on  a  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  course  during  the  night,  having  not 
less  water  than  2  fathoms. 

At  4  a.  m.  of  the  29th,  and  while  still  steering  to  he  southward  and 
westward,  we  passed  a  brig  at  anchor  abreast  of  Orange  Cay,  probably 
waiting  for  daylight  to  run  to  the  westward,  and  again  I  hope  we  were 
so  reported.  After  that  wealtered  the  course  and  reached  this  anchor¬ 
age  without  seeing  any  land  or  vessel. 

In  laying  my  plans  I  have  given  the  captain  of  the  Gladiator  credit, 
without  knowing  him,  for  at  least  as  much  intelligence  aud  experience 
as  I  have  myself.  I  therefore  reckon  upon  his  waiting  at  Nassau  until 
the  bad  weather  attending  the  new  moon  which  is  now  upon  us  shall 
have  passed  away,  when,  I  suppose,  he  will  take  some  small  craft  in 
tow,  and  on  arriving  at  about  latitude  23°  15'  N.  and  longitude  77°  45' 
W.  will  send  the  pilot  back,  and  stand  on  nearly  for  the  spot  where  we 
are  waiting  for  him.  It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that,  no  longer 
having  the  fear  of  our  immediate  iiursuit,  he  may  run  through  one  of 
the  deep  channels  at  the  bottom  of  the  tongue  of  ocean  and  leave  his 
pilot  on  Lobos  Cay,  where  there  is  a  light-house.  I  was  led  to  this  last 
supposition  by  seeing  yesterday  a  vessel  passing,  about  10  miles  dis 
taut  from  us,  to  the  southward  aud  eastward,  which  looked  very  much 
like  the  light  house  tender  that  we  left  in  ^Nassau,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  believe  in  any  amount  of  complicity  between  the  authorities  of  Nassau 
and  the  Gladiator’s  people.  I  doubt  if  she  discovered  us,  unless  (as  is 
unusual  with  such  vessels)  she  had  a  lookout  aloft  expressly  for  the 
purpose.  But  it  is  impossible  for  this  vessel  alone  to  guard  all  the  ave¬ 
nues  of  escape,  and  I  can  only  select  that  one  which,  in  my  judgment, 
promises  the  best  chance  of  success. 

If  there  were  another  United  States  vessel  stationed  about  40  miles 
southeast  of  us  I  should  feel  pretty  confident  of  intercepting  the  Glad¬ 
iator ;  but  now,  whichever  course  I  pursue,  I  think  the  chances  of  escape 
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are  rather  in  her  favor.  I  shall  remain  in  this  vicinity  all  the  rest  of 
this  week,  and  then  go  to  Key  West  for  more  coal. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  U.  S.  Nary ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba,  of  cruise  from  December  23 ,  1861,  to  January  3, 1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West,  January  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  the  Department  on  the  21st  December  from  Port 
Royal,  S.  C.,  where  I  had  been  to  communicate  with  Flag  Officer 
Du  Pont.  He  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  and 
find  out  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  letter  of  Consul-General  Shufeldt,  and 
communicate  them  to  the  Department.  I  left  Port  Royal  on  the  23d 
December,  and  arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  December. 
I  saw  there  Lieutenant  Commanding  Temple,  of  the  Flambeau,  and  the 
U.  S.  consul.  They  informed  me  they  had  written  fully  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  everything  that  had  taken  place  at  Nassau,  three  days  previously, 
by  the  English  steamer  to  New  York.  I  called  the  next  day  on  the 
governor  and  commander  of  the  forces,  and  omitted  none  of  the 
courtesies  of  the  harbor.  The  Santiago  drew  too  much  water  for  the 
harbor  and  grounded  at  low  tide.  I  left  the  next  evening,  and  having 
some  repairs  to  make  to  the  engine,  came  here.  I  wrote  to  the  consul 
at  Havana  that  I  could  be  found  here,  with  which  port  there  is  almost 
daily  communication. 

The  engine  will  be  ready  to  morrow,  when  I  shall  leave  to  cruise  off 
the  north  side  of  Cuba  and  in  a  line  with  Tortugas  and  Cedar  Keys. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City,  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  of  intention  to  cruise  in  search  of 
C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

[U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,] 

St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies ,  January  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  of  my  arrival 
in  this  bay  the  day  previous,  in  eight  and  one-halfdays  from  New  York, 
via  Bermuda,  at  which  latter  port  I  communicated  with  Commander 
LeRoy,  commanding  steamer  Keystone  State,  and  placed  on  board  of  her 
Lieutenant  W .  M.  Gamble,  who  reported  for  a  passage  the  day  previous 
to  my  leaving  New  York,  and  in  which  letter  I  detailed  the  difficulties 
attending  the  supplying  of  this  ship  with  coal  and  other  supplies  at 
this  period  of  the  Christmas  and  New  Year’s  festivities.  Since  then  I 
have  taken  on  board  184  tons  coal  and  a  quantity  of  water,  with  other 
necessary  supplies,  besides  making  repairs  both  to  woodwork  as  well 
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as  to  boilers,  and  am  now  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Commander  Palmer 
in  the  Iroquois ,  which  vessel  has  been  absent  from  St.  Thomas  nineteen 
days  on  a  cruise,  her  destination  unknown  to  anyone  here,  but  which 
vessel  is  daily  and  hourly  expected. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  from  the  Sumter  since  she  boarded  the 
American  ship  Montmorenci.  The  general  opinion  appears  to  prevail 
here  that  she  has  shifted  her  quarters  to  a  more  northern  latitude. 
Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Iroquois  I  will  depart  on  a  cruise; 
even  earlier  should  her  arrival  be  delayed  beyond  the  6tli  instant,  as 
the  consul  represents  she  had  but  twenty-five  days’  provisions  on  board 
at  the  time  of  her  departure  from  this  port.  Be  pleased  to  transmit  at 
an  early  period  authority  to  draw  bills  on  the  Government,  with  copies 
of  drafts,  such  as  are  authorized  by  the  Navy  Department,  as  the 
expenses  of  the  ship  must  necessarily  be  heavy  during  her  stay  in  this 
vicinity  and  the  funds  on  hand  amounting  only  to  a  small  sum.  I  am 
gratified  in  adding  that  the  officers  and  crew  continue  to  enjoy  very 
good  health. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  etc., 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant  Temple,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau ,  to  report  for  duty  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  3,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  duplicate  of  the  Department’s  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  several  dispatches  and 
approving  of  your  course  generally. 

The  Department  has  decided  to  withdraw  the  Flambeau  from  her 
present  services.  If  circumstances  are  such  that,  in  your  judgment, 
you  can  prudently  leave  Nassau,  you  will  proceed  with  the  Flambeau 
to  Port  Royal,  S.  0.,  and  report  to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  as  a  part  of  the 
squadron  under  his  command.  Should  you  not  feel  able  to  continue 
longer  in  your  present  command,  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  will  assign  an 
officer  to  the  Flambeau  and  you  can  return  home  by  the  first  opportu¬ 
nity  offering  from  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Lieutenant  Wm.  G.  Temple,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flambeau,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Report  of  Captain  Glynn,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Macedonian, 
of  arrival  at  Boston ,  Mass.,  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  Ship  Macedonian, 

Navy  Yard,  Boston,  January  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I  sailed  with  the  Macedonian  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  on 
the  3d  of  last  month,  and  the  ship  is  now  (at  3  p.  m.)  being  secured 
at  the  navy  yard  wharf. 
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There  was  no  occurrence  of  any  particular  interest  upon  the  passage 
beyond  that  of  the  unusual  peril  and  suffering  of  everyone  on  board 
after  passing,  on  the  23d  December,  the  parallels  of  Nantucket  and 
Georges  Shoals,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  gales  and  the 
extremely  cold  weather  during  most  of  the  time  since  then. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Glynn, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wells, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  U.  S.Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Iroquois, 
of  assuming  command  of  that  vessel  at  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  West  Indies ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  tbe  14tli  ultimo,  I  took  passage  in  the  IT.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  and  that 
on  the  7th  instant,  at  St.  Thomas,  we  fell  in  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop 
of  war  Iroquois,  and  that  on  that  day  I  relieved  her  commander  of  the 
command  of  that  vessel,  as  authorized  by  your  order  of  the  14th  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Glendy,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  to  leave  Africa  and  cruise  fo)  pro¬ 
tection  of  commerce. 


Navy  Department,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  decided  to  withdraw  the  Saratoga  from 
service  on  the  southwest  coast  of  Africa,  and  directs  you  to  proceed 
north  with  that  vessel  and  cruise  amongst  the  Western  islands  princi¬ 
pally.  Occasionally  you  will  touch  at  Madeira,  the  Canaries,  Gibraltar, 
Cadiz,  and  Lisbon,  communicating  with  our  representatives  at  those 
places.  You  will  be  vigilant  for  the  protection  of  American  commerce 
against  the  piratical  cruisers  of  the  rebellious  States.  Keep  the  Depart¬ 
ment  advised  of  your  proceedings  and  movements.  I  have  this  occa¬ 
sion  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  30,  written  at 
St.  Helena. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Captain  Wm.  M.  Glendy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Saratoga,  West  Coast  of  Africa. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flam¬ 
beau,  of  cruise  from  December  29,  1861 ,  to  January  7,  1862. 


U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  January  7,  1861  [1862]. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  having-  waited  six  days  on  the  banks, 
and  during  that  time  having  been  sighted  by  several  vessels,  I  deemed 
it  highly  improbable  that  we  would  capture  the  Gladiator  by  remain¬ 
ing  longer;  and,  as  our  coal  was  nearly  exhausted,  we  started  for  this 
place  on  Saturday  night,  the  4th  instant,  and  arrived  here  yesterday 
morning. 

On  our  arrival,  Commander  Swartwout  directed  me  to  tow  the  store- 
ship  Nightingale  to  sea,  as  she  had  been  ready  and  windbound  for  four 
days,  and  as  it  was  important  she  should  get  off.  That  duty  having- 
been  performed  we  returned  in  the  afternoon  and  made  arrangements 
for  immediate  coaling.  The  coal  vessel  is  alongside  of  us  now;  and  so 
soon  as  we  are  filled  up  I  shall  start  for  Nassau,  to  get  the  mail  by  the 
Karnak,  and  from  thence  (unless  otherwise  ordered  or  diverted  by  cir¬ 
cumstances)  I  shall  visit  every  port  in  the  Bahamas  where  this  vessel 
can  get  in. 

Respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Wi,  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Letter  from  Commander  DeCamp,  U.S.Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  an  account  of  the 
movements  of  United  States  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Thomas ,  West 
Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  West  Indies ,  January  8,  1862. 
Dear  Sir  :  Frailey  became  so  anxious  to  go  to  sea  that  I  consented 
that  he  go  on  Monday,  the  6th,  provided  the  Iroquois  did  not  come  in 
by  that  day,  to  be  gone  from  off  this  harbor  four  days,  then  to  return 
within  signal  distance  with  our  consul.  The  Iroquois  came  in  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  and  Tuesday,  the  7tli,  I  relieved  Palmer  of  his  command, 
and  the  same  day  Frailey  went  to  sea,  bound  east,  we  having  established 
a  mode  of  communication  (to  be  left  at  the  various  islands)  by  which 
each  can  know  with  tolerable  certainty  the  movements  of  the  other,  as 
well  as  any  information  essential  for  us  to  know.  No  reliable  news 
can  be  had  of  the  Sumter,  but  Palmer  thinks  that  she  is  now  cruising 
east  of  Barbados  and  that  she  will  return  to  Martinique  in  about 
twenty  days  from  this  time.  Therefore  Frailey’s  cruise  east,  and  by 
the  time  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  St.  Thomas  for 
coal  this  ship  will  have  relieved  him,  as  it  were,  and  failing  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  particular  object  we  have  in  view,  a  new  course  will  be 
adopted  which  will  insure  a  thorough  search  of  the  West  Indies, 
the  particulars  of  which  you  will  be  informed  by  the  first  safe  convey¬ 
ance.  Not  a  soul  knows  or  will  know  where  I  am  going.  Spies  are 
here  disguised  as  Down  East  Yankees.  Dinners  and  breakfasts  are 
lavished  upon  us,  beds,  etc.,  are  at  our  disposal,  but  none  of  them 
have  I  accepted.  When  I  sail  from  here  the  U.  S.  consul  alone  will 
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know  where  we  are  going.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  Sumter  is  not 
on  the  const  of  Cuba,  San  Domingo,  or  Porto  [Puerto]  Rico.  She  may 
be  to  leeward,  but  1  doubt  it. 

Having  disposed  of  the  Sumter ,  I  will  touch  upon  coal  and  our  facil¬ 
ities  here  for  obtaining  it.  Mr.  Ball  (an  Englishman)  owns  the  dock 
on  which  our  coal  is  stored.  Our  coal  is  placed  as  far  from  the  dock  as 
possible,  while  his  coal  (Pitston  coal)  is  stowed  immediately  at  the 
landing. 

Mr.  Ball  has  a  big  pile,  I  should  say  2,000  tons.  Mr.  Ball  is  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  probably  has  an  eye  to  a  small  profit,  say  500  or  600  per  cent. 
This  coal  is  clearly  meant  for  our  use,  and  in  the  event  of  war  with  Eng¬ 
land,  Mr.  Ball,  being  a  loyal  subject  of  Great  Britain,  would  not  sell  his 
coal  to  an  enemy;  nevertheless,  I  think  the  coal  could  be  had,  prob¬ 
ably  from  a  Frenchman  here,  or  a  Dane  might  sell  it  to  us,  but  the  price 
would  be  English.  All  hands  here  think  that  we  are  in  for  a  war  with 
J|ohu]  B[ull|,  and  at  this  coal  yard  every  obstacle  is  thrown  in  our  way, 
except  by  the  person  who  delivers  it;  he  is  civil  enough,  but  we  are  not 
allowed  to  make  a  hawser  fast  to  either  of  the  neighboring  wharves, 
and  only  allowed  to  haul  to  Ball’s  wharf  by  a  written  order.  This 
shows  a  hostile  feeling  to  us  generally,  but  all  the  negroes  are  our 
strong  friends,  and  the  Danish  authorities  are  with  us  if  they  dare. 
Already  there  is  talk  of  England  taking  possession  of  these  islands  in 
the  event  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  and  if  they  should  do  so  our 
chance  in  the  West  Indies  would  be  but  small.  There  would  only  remain 
to  us  friends  in  San  Domingo  and  on  the  Spanish  Main,  where  harbors 
are  not  fortified,  and  our  ships  taking  refuge  there  might  receive  the 
same  welcome  and  similar  protection  afforded  the  Essex  at  Valparaiso, 
the  Armstrong  at  Fayal,  and  the  Levant  at  Porto  Praya.  I  suggest 
that  some  other  arrangement  be  made  here  for  the  receipt  and  delivery 
of  our  coal,  and  that  myself  or  the  senior  officer  on  this  station  make 
the  arrangement.  I  know  that  we  are  paying  an  awful  price  for  but 
small  accommodation;  I  think  I  can  make  a  more  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment  if  authorizeu  to  do  so. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  inform  you  that  the  moment  the  engine  is  ready 
for  operation  (the  16th,  they  say),  we  will  be  off  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre 
on  the  18th  or  19th  to  meet  the  Quaker  City ,  when  our  future  track  will 
be  decided  upon.  Pray  excuse  me  for  boring  you  with  private  letters, 
but  I  can  only  afford  to  write  public  dispatches  on  special  occasions. 

Very  truly, 


G. 


V.  Fox,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 


John  DeCamp. 
Washington  City,  D.  C. 


P.  S. — The  English  are  sending  out  Armstrong  guns  for  their  ves¬ 
sels  here. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Pacific  Squadron,  regarding  a  rumored  project  to  fit  out  a 
privateer  to  prey  upon  commerce  in  Pacific  Ocean. 


Navy  Department,  January  8, 1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  communication,  dated 
December  3,  1861,  received  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Forbes,  at  Boston,  from  Mr. 
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C.  Ward,  jr.,  at  Valparaiso,  relative  to  a  movement  thought  to  be  on 
foot,  by  parties  interested  in  the  rebel  cause,  to  fit  out  a  privateer  in 
some  port  on  the  Pacific  coast  to  prey  upon  our  commerce  iu  that  ocean. 
The  writer  of  the  communication  is  a  man  of  character. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  \ 

Flag-Officer  Charles  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Pacific  Squadron ,  Panama ,  New  Grenada. 


[Enclosure.] 


Valparaiso,  December  3,  1861. 

Dear  Sir:  My  object  in  writing  results  from  a  love  of  country, 
home,  and  our  glorious  Union.  I  deeply  regret  our  revolutionary  mis¬ 
fortunes,  and  with  a  desire  to  serve  my  country  I  write  to  you  upon  a 
matter  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  within  a  few  weeks.  Iu  cas¬ 
ual  conversation  a  short  time  since  with  a  rank  secessionist,  who  did 
not  recognize  me  as  an  American,  I  learned  that  an  attempt  would  soon 
be  made  to  fit  out  a  privateer  for  this  coast  from  one  of  the  ports  on  the 
Pacific  side;  that  he  was  expecting  some  guns  from  Europe,  for  which 
provision  had  been  made.  He  took  with  him  to  the  North  a  box  of  Colt 
revolvers,  which  I  saw,  and  reported  that  he  was  to  return  for  muskets 
and  rifles  as  soon  as  all  was  prepared.  At  first  I  thought  it  was  mere 
brag,  but  I  have  since  seen  several  Peruvians  who  have  given  me 
information  to  confirm  this  account.  I  think  it  can  be  easily  done. 
There  are  islands  where  prizes  can  betaken.  Having  been  a  long  time 
on  this  coast  I  shall  be  glad  at  any  time  if  I  can  do  anything  for  my 
country  within  the  power  of  a  true  Unionist,  free  of  any  charge. 

C.  Ward,  Jr. 

B.  B.  Forbes,  Esq., 

Boston. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 

rora, ,  of  arrival  at  Southampton ,  England ,  and  of  the  presence  of  the  C. 

S.  S.  Nashville  at  that  port. 

U.  S.  S.  Titscarora, 
Southampton ,  January  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  leaving  the  United  States  I 
decided  to  touch  at  Fayal,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  take  in  coal 
there,  and  also  that  I  might,  on  the  way  from  that  place  to  England, 
be  in  tbe  track  of  any  vessels  outward  bound  to  the  Southern  ports. 

My  passage  has  been  of  almost  constant  storms,  but  I  reached  this 
port  yesterday,  and  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Nashville  is  in  port.  She 
is  ready  for  sea  and  had  steam  up  when  I  arrived. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Greeny ,  77.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
77.  S.  ship  I  no,  of  cruise  from  September  23,  1861 ,  to  January  10 ,  1862. 


CL  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Boston ,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  yard 
to-day  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino  under  my  command.  I  confirm  my  let¬ 
ter  of  December  (i  to  the  Department,  per  schooner  Northern  Belle, 
bound  for  Boston,  and  placed  on  board  latitude  21°  21'  N.,  longitude 
59°  59'  W.,  which  I  trust  has  duly  come  to  hand,  failing  which,  I  enclose 
duplicate.  In  obedience  to  the  original  sealed  orders  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  dated  September  23,  I  have  cruised  in  the  latitudes  prescribed, 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  discretion,  carried  out  the  requirements  of  the 
Department,  and  returned  to  Boston  for  water,  provisions,  and  ballast, 
and  await  further  orders.  My  requirements  can  be  supplied,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  in  thirty- six  hours. 

I  regret  to  state  the  death  of  Benj.  S.  Clontman,  landsman,  on 
the  18th  ultimo,  by  a  fall  from  the  fore  royal  yard.  His  account  will 
be  duly  forwarded. 

1  regret  to  reiterate  my  statement,  as  contained  in  my  letter  of  the 
6th  ultimo,  as  to  the  incompeteucy  of  Acting  Masters  Charles  Endicott 
and  F.  J.  Dunton.  I  earnestly  request  they  may  be  detached  from  the 
ship  and  others  more  competent  ordered.  I  am  happy  in  stating  that 
this  ship  fully  justifies  the  expectations  in  regard  to  her  as  to  stancli- 
ness,  sailing  qualities,  and  adaptability  to  the  service  required.  She 
carries  her  battery  well,  in  no  way  affecting  her  strength  or  fastenings. 
Trusting  the  Department  may  apnrove  my  course  in  my  novitiate  in 
the  U.  S.  Navy, 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Josiah  P.  Oreesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Ino. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  77.  S.  minister  to  England  to  Commander  Graven,  77.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  77.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  enjoining  prudence  while  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  poiver. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London ,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  by  the  hands  of  Midshipman  Johnson. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  the  object  of  your  visit.  The  pro¬ 
tection  of  American  commerce  in  these  waters  is  becoming  a  matter  of 
the  first  necessity.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  enjoin  upon 
you  the  greatest  caution  and  prudence,  iu  avoiding  any  just  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  whilst  you  are 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  power.  Already  I  have  received  a 
representation  from  her  Majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs  in  respect  to  the  alleged  landing  of  some  of  your  men  to  watch 
the  Nashville,  and  a  request  that  I  would  warn  you  from  doing  any  acts 
that  might  lead  to  a  collision  with  the  authorities  of  this  Kingdom  or 
with  other  parties  within  this  jurisdiction.  The  importance  of  attend- 
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ing  to  this  is  doubtless  so  thoroughly  understood  by  you  as  to  render 
further  notice  of  it  superfluous. 

1  regret  also  to  inform  you  that  the  Government  will  adhere  to  the 
established  rule  of  international  lawr,  which  does  not  permit  the  armed 
vessels  of  two  so-called  belligerents  to  leave  the  same  neutral  port 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  each  other.  The  meaning  of  this  is  that 
if  you  should  sail  first,  the  Nashville  can  not  leave  until  twenty  four 
hours  have  elapsed,  and  just  so  if  the  respective  times  of  departure 
were  reversed.  This  is  agreeable  to  the  rule  and  must  therefore  be 
submitted  to. 

I  am  likewise  bound  to  let  you  know,  from  information  received  from 
Paris,  that  there  are  projects  afloat  of  combining  the  movements  of  four 
or  live  steamers  under  the  Confederate  flag,  to  wit,  the  Sumter,  the 
Nashville,  the  Bermuda ,  the  Pacific,  and  possibly  one  more.  I  give  you 
this  notice  in  order  to  prevent  your  being  surprised,  although  I  do  not 
believe  much  will  come  of  it.  The  telegraph  can  keep  you  informed  of 
their  respective  positions.  I  understand  the  Bermuda  lias  sailed  from 
Havre,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  fact.  You  have  the  Nashville  and 
the  Pacific  under  your  eye. 

I  trust  that  the  Government  has  sent  out  some  other  vessels  to 
cooperate  with  you  in  this  important  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Captain  T.  Augustus  Craven,  U.  S.  Favy, 

Southampton. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora,  relative  to  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  at  Southampton,  England,  enclosing 
correspondence  on  the  same  subject. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton ,  January  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  1  arrived  at  this  place 
on  the  8tli  instant,  and  sent  you  a  letter  by  the  mail  of  the  next  day 
informing  you  that  I  had  found  the  Nashville  in  port. 

The  pirate  steamer  is  ready  for  sea  and  is  lying  at  the  docks,  about 
a  mile  from  which  1  have  anchored;  there  being  two  outlets  to  this 
port,  I  can  only  keep  watch  for  the  vessel  by  lying  at  anchor  inside. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  made  arrangements  for  a  surveillance 
over  the  movements  of  the  pirate  by  sending  on  shore  an  officer  and 
three  men,  who  were  to  give  me  notice  by  signal  should  the  Nashville 
start  at  night;  by  some  indiscretion  the  party  attracted  attention,  and 
were  sent  off  by  the  authorities.  To  enable  me  to  keep  my  boats  and 
men  constantly  on  board,  I  hired  a  pilot  boat  to  attend  the  ship,  and 
on  the  second  night  1  stationed  that  pilot  boat  on  the  lookout;  this 
also  was  discovered  and  objected  to. 

On  the  10th  I  received  from  the  captain  of  the  guard  ship  a  notifica¬ 
tion  that  I  wTmld  be  required  to  observe  that  portion  of  international 
law  which  forbids  the  sailing  of  one  belligerent  cruiser  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  the  departure  of  another  from  a  neutral  port,  and  on  the 
following  day  1  was  visited  by  Captain  Fatey,  royal  navy,  senior  officer 
of  the  port,  who  gave  me  a  second  communication  to  the  same  effect. 
It  being  impossible  to  deny  the  force  of  a  doctrine  which  had  its  origin 
in  our  owu  courts,  I  of  course  yielded  the  point,  and  linding  that  my 
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guard  boat  had  also  given  offense,  I  agreed  to  withdraw  it,  and  give  no 
cause  for  complaint.  I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  notes  which  passed. 

You  will  thus  perceive,  sir,  that  it  will  not  be  difficult  for  the  Nash¬ 
ville  to  escape  me  during  any  dark  and  stormy  night;  my  only  chance 
rests  in  my  being  underway  before  she  can  pass  me.  With  this  end  in 
view,  I  have  steam  constantly  ready  and  slip  ropes  on  my  chain,  having 
enjoined  the  utmost  vigilance  on  my  officers  and  crew.  I  trust  we  will 
be  enabled  to  prevent  this  pirate  from  leaving  the  port. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Adams  that  the  rebels  have  conditionally 
purchased  the  steamer  Pacific ,  now  lying  here,  to  be  delivered  at 
Nassau,  and  will  endeavor  to  possess  myself  of  all  of  the  facts. 

I  must  urge  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  for  sending  here 
another  steamer  as  early  as  practicable;  the  two  outlets  could  thus  be 
most  effectually  guarded. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

H.  M.  Ship  Dauntless, 

Southampton ,  January  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  observed  preparations  for  departure  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tuscarora ,  under  your  command,  and  also  in  the  0.  S.  S.  Nashville ,  1 
beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  instructions  to  prevent  any 
hostility  taking  place  in  British  waters,  and  I  beg  to  bring  to  your 
notice  the  usual  laws  of  nations  which  require  that  twenty-four  hours 
should  elapse  before  the  departure  of  one  belligerent  ship  in  pursuit  of 
the  other. 

Relying  upon  your  good  judgment  in  this  matter  and  the  friendly 
feeling  existing  between  the  two  Governments, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Willcox, 

Captain. 

Captain  Craven, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton ,  January  10,  1862. 

SiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  this  evening. 

i  am  not  aware  that  I  have  given  any  cause  for  your  assuming  that 
I  meditate  an  act  of  hostility  in  the  waters  of  Great  Britain.  Claim¬ 
ing  the  right  of  free  access  to  and  egress  from  the  waters  of  a  nation 
believed  to  be  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  siucfirely  desirous 
of  avoiding  all  semblance  of  offense, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

_  Commander. 

Captain  J.  A.  Willcox, 

Commanding  H.  B.  M.  Ship  Dauntless. 
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Immediate.]  Admiralty  Office, 

Southampton ,  January  11 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders 
with  respect  to  the  ship  under  your  command  and  the  Nashville ,  to 
detain  one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours’  start. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 

Senior  Officer,  Port  of  Southampton. 
The  Captain  17.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Southampton. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton ,  January  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date. 

You  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that  I  will  strictly  observe  all  the  laws 
by  which  international  intercourse  is  regulated,  and  will  not  depart 
from  this  port  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  sailing  of  the  pirate 
Nashville. 

I  shall  expect  of  you  a  strict  impartiality  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Captain  Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 

Commanding  II.  M.  S.  Victory, 

Senior  Officer  of  the  Port,  Southampton. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  naval  forces, 
Pacific  Ocean,  of  intended  departure  from  Panama  for  San  Francisco. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Bay  of  Panama  [Panama  Bay],  January  13,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  will  sail  from  this  port 
for  San  Francisco  on  the  10th  instant.  The  Lancaster  has  been  anchored 
at  Panama  since  July  29,  1801,  nearly  six  months.  The  health  of  the 
crew  has  been  impaired  by  so  long  a  stay  in  a  tropical  climate,  and  the 
ship  requires  a  general  overhaul.  She  seems  to  be  sound,  but  her 
decks  leak  badly  and  require,  with  her  sides,  from  the  copper  up  to 
the  rail,  a  thorough  calking.  I  have  been  informed  that  she  has  not 
been  calked  since  she  was  first  put  in  commission.  The  crank  of  her 
engine  is  cracked,  and  we  do  not  know  at  what  moment  it  may  give 
way.  The  new  one  has  been  on  board  several  weeks,  but  can  not  be 
put  in  place  until  we  arrive  at  Mare  Island,  Cal. 

Everything  is  quiet  here,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past,  but  so 
little  reliance  is  placed  in  the  government  of  the  country  that  there  is 
constantly  a  feverish  excitement,  which  produces  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants  to  keep  as  many  armed  ships  here  as  possible. 
Another  inducement  is  the  advantage  to  certain  parties  who  supply 
the  ships  with  what  they  require,  and  it  is  principally  by  them,  although 
not  altogether,  that  this  state  of  feeling  is  kept  up. 

I  shall  leave  here  the  Cyane,  Commander  Bissell,  who  will  soon  be 
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joined  by  the  Wyoming ,  Commander  McDougal.  H.  B.  M.  S.  Tartar 
is  also  in  this  harbor.  On  my  way  to  San  Francisco  I  shall  stop  at 
Acapulco,  and  probably  at  some  other  of  the  intermediate  ports,  but 
as  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  ship  in  proper  order  for  service,  I  shall 
make  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Quaker 
City ,  of  preparations  for  cruising  in  obedience  to  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  7th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  had 
relieved  Commander  Palmer  of  the  command  of  this  ship. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  Iroquois  at  this  place  on  the  5th  instant  the 
engineers  have  been  constantly  at  work  on  the  boilers  and  engines.  By 
the  evening  of  the  15th  they  will  be  in  good  working  order,  when  we 
will  leave  here  on  a  cruise  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  Martinique,  off 
which  island  I  expect  to  meet  the  steamer  Quaker  City  on  the  18th  or 
19th  instant,  when  Commander  Frailey  and  myself  will  agree  upon  a 
plan  of  operation  which  may  appear  best  calculated  to  carry  into 
effect  the  instructions  we  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Flam¬ 
beau,  relative  to  blockade  runner  Gladiator. 

U.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau,  New  Providence ,  Jannary  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  our  return  to  this  place  on  yesterday.  The 
vessel  was  coaled  on  the  7th  and  8th  at  Key  West.  In  the  meantime 
I  learned  from  vessels  direct  from  this  place  that  the  Gladiator  was 
still  here  on  the  3d,  and  had  made  no  demonstration  of  leaving  up  to 
that  time;  and,  as  I  judged  it  probable  that  the  same  blustering 
weather  we  had  experienced  at  Key  West  would  extend  to  this  region, 
and  would  necessarily  prevent  a  vessel  of  her  draft  from  crossing  the 
bar,  I  determined  to  wait  there  until  it  moderated,  in  hopes  that  we 
might  happen  to  leave  Key  West  at  the  same  time  that  the  Gladiator 
would  leave  here,  and  so  perhaps  meet  her  about  halfway,  when,  of 
course,  all  doubts  as  to  the  legality  of  her  capture  arising  from  our 
previous  relative  positions  would  disappear.  With  this  view  I  remained 
until  Saturday  morning,  the  11th,  but,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  the 
weather,  after  we  got  to  sea,  came  on  worse  than  before,  and  that  even- 
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ing  we  anchored  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  at  a  place  marked  on  the  charts 
“Bahia  de  Cadiz  Cay.” 

The  next  morning  proved  fine,  however,  and,  still  reckoning  upon  the 
Gladiator’s  coming  out  through  the  tongue  of  the  ocean  by  the  route 
indicated  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  we  ran  across  the  southern 
part  of  the  banks  that  night,  and  reached  the  deep  channels  leading 
into  the  tongue  of  the  ocean  at  noon  of  Monday,  the  13th;  passed 
through  Queen’s  Channel  and,  as  a  last  chance  of  intercepting  her, 
anchored  at  dark  about  50  miles  south  of  this  in  latitude  24°  27'  jST. 
and  longitude  77°  12'  W.  But  on  our  arrival  yesterday  1  learned  that 
the  Gladiator  had  gone  down,  some  10  or  12  miles  from  here,  to  Coch¬ 
rane  Anchorage,  on  the  7th  instant,  and  that  she  is  still  there.  It  is 
possible  that  she  is  transferring  her  cargo  to  smaller  vessels,  and  at  the 
same  time,  perhaps,  taking  in  ballast,  in  order  to  preserve  the  same 
appearance  and  draft  of  water;  but  if  this  is  so  it  must  be  done  at 
night,  as  several  persons  interested  in  detecting  such  a  movement  have 
failed  to  discover  it,  and  I  can  hardly  suppose  that  the  local  authorities 
would  dare  to  compromise  themselves  by  a  complicity  with  such  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  which  they  could  not  avoid  if  it  were  done  openly. 

1  have  called  upon  the  authorities  here,  and  fancy  I  can  see  a  marked 
and  favorable  change  in  their  tone  of  ieeling  since  I  first  met  them — a 
change  mainly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  action  of  our  Government  in  regard 
to  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  but  also,  in  a  measure,  to  the  conduct  of 
those  attached  to  this  vessel ;  and  I  have  deemed  it  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  Department  to  encourage  this  friendly  disposition  still 
further  by  an  offer  of  our  services  to  go  down  to  Bum  Cay  to  the 
assistance  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Conqueror,  of  101  guns,  which  has  been 
wrecked  there.  Commander  McKillop,  B.  JST.,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  S. 
Bull  Dog,  to  whom  I  made  the  offer,  was  duly  sensible  of  its  import,  but 
thought  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to  render  any  assistance.  He 
has  started  this  morning  for  the  second  time  to  go  there,  and  the  gun¬ 
boat  Steady  is  also  there;  besides  which  they  have  sent  to  Bermuda 
and  Havana  for  more  of  their  own  vessels. 

Bespectfully, 

[Wi,  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding.] 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Flam¬ 
beau,  of  intended  departure  for  Port  Royal,  S.  G.,  in  obedience  to 
orders. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

Nassau ,  New  Providence,  January  16, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  December 
31,  “approving  of  my  course  generally,”  but  no  other  official  letters 
reached  me.  I  learn,  however,  from  my  private  correspondence  that, 
considering  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling,  the  Department  thought 
it  injudicious  to  keep  a  vessel  at  Nassau  for  the  present,  and  that  I  had 
been  ordered  to  proceed  with  the  Flambeau  to  Port  Boyal  and  report 
to  Flag-Officer  Du  Pont  for  duty  in  his  squadron. 

So  far  as  regards  the  effect  produced  by  our  presence  upon  the  people 
of  this  place  lam  encouraged  to  believe  that  it  has  thus  far  been  highly 
beneficial,  but  I  can  readily  understand  that  in  England  it  might  be 
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viewed  otherwise.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  we  have  already  accom¬ 
plished  the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  sending' us  out,  to  the  extent 
of  our  ability;  and  that  a  longer  stay  among  the  Bahamas,  now  that 
our  opponents  have  had  time  for  reflection,  would  but  betray  our  ina¬ 
bility  to  prevent  their  traffic  with  the  rebel  States. 

I  am  satisfied  from  our  own  observations  that  the  Gladiator  is  trans¬ 


shipping  her  cargo  into  schooners  and  other  small  vessels,  and  I  shall 
hope  to  pick  up  some  of  them  on  the  way  over.  At  the  same  time,  as 
it  is  possible  that  my  conclusions  are  hasty  and  incorrect,  I  shall  remain 
a  few  days  longer  to  watch  her  operations. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  therefore,  I  have  decided  to  leave 
here  for  Port  Royal  on  Sunday,  the  19th,  and  I  trust  this  step  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


P.  S. — Should  the  Department  deem  it  expedient  to  order  the  new 
cogged  wheels  for  our  windlass,  as  I  requested  in  my  letter  of  the  5th 
instant,  would  suggest  that  they  be  sent  to  Port  Royal  instead  of  to 
this  place. 

Respectfully, 

W.  G.  T. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Santiago 
de  Cuba ,  transmitting  correspondence  regarding  offer  of  assistance  to 
H.  B.  M.  ship  Conqueror. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Havana ,  January  17 ,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  left  Key 
Weston  the  4th  of  January  and  cruised  off  the  Colorado  reefs  and  in 
line  between  the  Tortugas  and  Cedar  Keys.  On  the  9th  of  January 
at  sundown  we  arrived  here.  A  few  minutes  after  coming  to  anchor  I 
was  informed  that  H.  B.  M.  ship  of  the  line  Conqueror  was  aground  at 
Rum  Cay,  and  that  one  of  her  officers  had  reached  Havana  that  day  to 
procure  a  steamer.  I  immediately  went  on  shore  and  informed  the 
TJ.  S.  consul-general  that  I  was  ready,  and  would  cheerfully  go  to  her 
relief  at  once.  We  called  together  on  her  British  Majesty’s  consul- 
general  and  made  the  offer.  He  declined  the  services  of  this  steamer 
in  consequence  of  the  length  of  time  the  Conqueror  had  been  on  shore, 
and  the  assistance  which  had  probably  reached  her  from  Nassau  and 
Bermuda.  At  the  termination  of  the  interview  with  the  British  con¬ 
sul  he  suggested  I  should  put  my  offer  in  writing.  I  enclose  the  cor¬ 
respondence  which  passed  between  the  two  consuls  and  myself. 

The  trade  from  Havana  to  the  States  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  declined  considerably  in  consequence  of  the  vessels  being 
captured  or  driven  on  shore  by  the  blockading  squadron.  Small  Eng¬ 
lish  schooners  clear  for  Matamoras  with  coffee,  which  finds  its  way  into 
Texas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Havana ,  January  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  heard,  on  my  arrival  here,  that  H.  B.  M.  ship  Con¬ 
queror  is  ashore  on  one  of  the  windward  reefs  and  that  one  of  her  officers 
is  hereto  procure  a  steamer.  Please  offer  to  Mr.  Crawford,  her  British 
Majesty’s  consul-general,  the  serv  ices  of  this  steamer  to  proceed  at  once 
and  render  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  our  power. 

I  will  keep  steam  up  until  I  hear  from  you  and  will  leave  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning  if  the  services  of  the  Santiago  be  accepted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Consul-General  Shufeldt. 


C.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana ,  January  12,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  J  .T.  Craw¬ 
ford,  esq.,  her  British  Majesty’s  consul-general  in  Cuba,  replying  to 
your  offer,  made  through  me,  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  her  British 
Majesty’s  ship  Conqueror,  ashore  on  Rum  Cay. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Crawford  acknowledges,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  the  promptness  with  which  you  proffered  your  services,  both 
in  person  and  subsequently  by  letter.  In  thus  manifesting  your 
sympathy  for  a  fellow-seaman  you  have  evinced  a  praiseworthy  for¬ 
getfulness  of  the  many  causes  which  of  late  have  had  a  tendency  to 
estrange  two  governments  and  nations  whose  policy  it  is,  and  whose 
fortune  it  has  hitherto  been,  to  remain  upon  the  most  friendly  terms. 
Such  acts  of  spontaneous  courtesy  must  have  a  tendency,  however,  to 
restore  this  amicable  relation.  On  this  account,  I  am  pleased  that  the 
opportunity  has  presented  itself,  and,  although  your  services  were 
declined,  that  the  refusal  has  been  accompanied  by  such  good  reasons 
as  to  preclude  any  other  than  that  of  a  sincere  desire  to  show  you  that 
Mr.  Crawford  would  have  accepted  them  had  he  deemed  it  possible  that 
you  could  be  of  any  service. 

I  am,  sir,  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

[Subenolosure.] 

Havana,  January  11,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Colleague:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  receipt  this  morning  of  your  much-esteemed  letter  of  the  9th 
instant,  enclosing  that  of  Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely,  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  offering  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  aid  and  assist¬ 
ance  of  H.  M.  ship  Conqueror  at  Rum  Cay,  where  she  is  unfortunately 
aground. 

Although  your  letter  and  that  of  Commander  Ridgely  have  only  now 
been  delivered,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  honor  of 
your  and  his  visit  at  my  house  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  when  the 
considerate  offer  of  the  services  of  the  U.  S.  ship  was  so  frankly 


284  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 

made,  but  was  declined  by  me,  because  I  had  reason  to  think  that 
quite  effective  assistance  would  have  reached  the  Conqueror  from  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne’s  command  at  Bermuda  before  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba  could  arrive  at  the  place  of  misfortune  in  the  Bahamas. 

It  will,  however,  afford  me  much  pleasure  to  report  this  attention  on 
your  part  and  on  that  of  my  friend,  Commander  Ridgely,  to  her 
Majesty’s  Government,  as  well  as  to  the  vice-admiral,  commander  in 
chief  of  her  Majesty’s  naval  forces  on  this  station,  for  which,  in  the 
meantime,  I  beg  of  you  to  accept  my  best  thanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  sir  and  colleague,  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  T.  Crawford, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt,  Esq.,  Consul-General  in  Cuba. 

U.  S.  Consul-General ,  Havana. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  S.Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Cadiz ,  Spain ,  in 
search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  January  18, 1862. 
Sir:  Instead  of  going  directly  to  the  gulf,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Department’s  order  of  the  10th  instant,  you  will  proceed  with  the  Kear¬ 
sarge  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Cadiz,  in  Spain,  in  search  of  the 
piratical  steamer  Sumter ,  which  vessel  is  reported  to  have  arrived 
recently  in  that  place. 

If  you  find  the  Sumter  has  been  at  Cadiz,  you  will  continue  in  search 
of  her  until  you  overtake  and  capture  her,  or  learn  positively  that  she 
has  been  overtaken  by  some  other  of  our  vessels  and  captured,  or  that 
she  has  otherwise  been  made  way  with.  Should  she  not  have  been 
there  or  anywhere  (that  you  can  learn)  in  the  East,  you  will  proceed  to 
Key  West,  by  way  of  the  West  Indies,  and  report  in  accordance  with 
your  instructions  of  the  10th  instant.  This  will  be  your  course  also  in 
the  event  of  the  Sumter  having  been  captured  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Advise  the  Department  frequently  of  your  movements.  Although 
your  chief  object  will  be  the  search  of  the  Sumter ,  you  will  not  omit 
due  diligence  in  all  cases  during  your  cruise,  and  will  seize  and  send 
into  port  any  vessel  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  depredating  on  our  com¬ 
merce  or  in  the  transportation  of  arms,  munitions,  or  contraband  of  war 
to  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  \ 

Commander  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 
relative  to  blockade  runners  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

IT.  S.  S.  Flambeau, 

At  Sea,  January  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  rebel  steamer  Kate  (formerly  the  Caro¬ 
lina)  arrived  at  Nassau  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant,  having  run 
the  blockade  at  Charleston  with  250  bales  of  cotton;  and  that  she  went 
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alongside  tlie  clipper  ship  Eliza  Bonsall  the  same  day  to  discharge, 
and  probably  also  to  take  in  from  her  an  assorted  cargo,  as  the  Ella 
Warley  had  previously  done.  The  Kate  is  commanded  by  the  same 
Lockwood  who  lately  left  Nassau  in  charge  of  the  Theodora.  He  con¬ 
firms  the  report  that  the  Ella  Warley  had  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade  into  Charleston,  as  also  that  the  Theodora  had  got  safely  into 
Mobile. 

The  steamer  Gladiator  has  undoubtedly  transshipped  her  entire  cargo 
into  small  vessels,  as  I  ascertained  yesterday  that  she  is  drawing  3J 
feet  less  water  than  when  lying  in  Nassau,  and  she  has  moved  up  some 
3  miles  nearer  to  the  harbor.  In  connection  with  this  transaction,  I 
would  inform  the  Department  that  Mr.  Anderson,  the  attorney-general 
at  Nassau,  read  to  me  a  “circular”  from  the  foreign  office  in  Downing 
street,  London,  addressed  to  all  the  colonial  authorities,  directing  them 
not  to  interfere  with  the  sale,  purchase,  or  transshipment  of  any  mer¬ 
chandise,  even  in  the  case  of  its  being  arms,  ammunition,  or  equipments, 
by  private  vessels  in  the  service  of  either  party  to  our  contest.  I  sup¬ 
pose,  therefore,  that  the  Gladiator  went  down  to  Cochrane  Anchorage 
on  account  of  the  local  laws  relative  to  powder,  which,  by  the  way,  she 
had  been  suffered  to  disregard  by  lying  in  the  harbor  for  so  long  a  time 
while  having  5  tons  of  that  material  onboard.  It  was  necessary  to  add 
that  this  circular  was  read  to  mein  the  course  of  a  friendly  conversation 
at  the  attorney -general’s  office,  and  not  at  all  as  an  official  matter;  and 
although  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  Government, 
it  would  perhaps  be  indelicate  to  base  a  remonstrance  upon  this  infor¬ 
mation. 

I  left  Nassau  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  the  same  day  over¬ 
hauled  three  vessels,  two  English  schooners  and  an  American  bark,  in 
the  northeast  Providence  Channel,  but  without  finding  anything 
informal  or  objectionable  about  them. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City ,  of  two  weeks'’  cruise  from  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

Island  of  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies ,  January  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  port  on  the  20th 
instant,  after  a  cruise  of  two  weeks  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  56°  west 
longitude,  during  which  time  I  spoke  and  boarded  two  American  ves¬ 
sels,  the  Ben ,  of  New  York,  thirty-one  days  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  bound 
to  St.  Thomas,  also  the  H.  G.  Colhurst,  ofEastport,  Me.,  from  Barbados 
to  St.  Thomas;  one  English  brig,  the  Queen  Victoria,  thirteen  days  from 
New  York;  and  the  French  bark  Perseverant,  from  Marseilles,  bound  to 
Martinique. 

On  my  way  east  I  hove  to  off  St.  Pierre,  and  sent  a  boat  in  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  U.  S.  consul,  and  after  cruising  a  week  at  sea  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Barbados  to  water  ship,  thence  again  to  St.  Pierre  and  this 
port. 
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Off  St.  Pierre  I  communicated  with  Commander  DeCamp,  of  the 
Iroquois ,  en  route  south  and  east,  neither  as  yet  having  received  any 
information  of  the  Sumter.  I  regret  to  report  that  shortly  after  leaving 
Sandy  Hook  the  ship  commenced  leaking  quite  badly  in  her  upper 
works,  and  it  has  gradually  been  increasing  ever  since  to  such  an  extent 
that  men  have  been  constantly  employed,  while  at  sea,  on  berth  deck 
and  in  passageways  bailing  up  water,  the  steerage  officers  having  been 
obliged  to  vacate  their  sleeping  appartments.  Since  my  return  to  this 
port  I  have  had  an  examination  made,  by  a  good  ship  carpenter  from 
shore,  of  her  condition,  and  find,  from  personal  inspection,  that  she 
requires  extensive  calking,  some  of  her  butts  and  seams  being  very 
open,  and  her  wood  ends  in  stem  on  starboard  side  in  very  bad  condition, 
which  work  is  now  being  done,  but  will  require  some  days  to  complete. 
The  air,  force,  and  fresh-water  pumps  require  repacking.  The  forward 
smokestack  has  given  away  and  requires  considerable  repairs,  and  two 
large  patches  are  necessary  in  each  of  Nos.  3  and  4  boilers,  w  hich  are 
found  quite  defective.  Many  repairs  of  an  important  nature,  as  reported 
oflicially  by  the  acting  chief  engineer,  are  rendered  necessary  ere  we 
again  leave  port,  but  which  the  Department  may  rest  assured  shall  be 
accomplished  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Accompanying,  I  send 
a  list*  of  American  vessels  in  jiort  at  this  time,  many  of  them  having 
been  driven  in  here  by  stress  of  weather  wdiile  attempting  [to  enter]  as 
wTell  as  in  departing  from  our  coast,  during  the  early  part  of  January, 
a  number  of  them  requiring  quite  extensive  repairs  to  enable  them  to 
resume  their  voyages.  All  wrell  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailev, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora ,  relative  to  the  C.  S.  8.  Nashville. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  by  the  mail  of  the  18th  I  for¬ 
warded  to  you  through  the  American  minister  a  statement  of  the 
position  assumed  by  the  authorities  here  with  regard  to  the  Nashville. 

In  a  conversation  I  held  yesterday  with  Captain  Tatey,  royal  navy, 
the  senior  officer  of  this  port,  with  reference  to  the  Nashville,  he,  refer¬ 
ring  to  our  previous  arrangement  that  the  vessel  having  the  first  start 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  sea,  asked  me  my  views  as  to  a  clear 
understanding  of  what  was  meant  by  the  “first  start.”  1  gave  my 
opinion  that  the  vessel  first  passing  the  guard  ship,  if  only  half  length 
ahead,  should  be  considered  as  having  “  the  first  start.”  This  he  told 
me  was  not  the  ruling  of  the  authorities;  that  with  them  the  vessel 
first  “  tripping  her  anchor  ”  would  be  regarded  as  having  the  start. 
Against  this  1  remonstrated  as  an  unfair  decision,  as  my  movements 
were  made  to  depend  on  those  of  the  Nashville,  and  her  anchor  might 
be  lifted  at  any  time,  with  my  having  no  knowledge  of  the  fact  until 
she  should  begin  to  move.  He,  however,  appearing  to  think  there 
would  be  less  risk  of  collision  with  the  authorities  by  this  defining  of 
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the  espi’ession,  I  yielded,  though  with  reluctance — yielded,  in  short, 
because  there  was  no  alternative. 

Were  there  but  one  outlet  to  the  port,  my  difficulties  would  be 
removed;  by  keeping  at  sea,  I  could  prevent  the  escape  of  the  pirate, 
but  1  can  not  guard  both  passages,  and  as  my  movements  are  con¬ 
stantly  made  known  by  telegraph,  it  is  very  easy  for  the  pirates  to 
keep  themselves  informed  of  my  exact  position,  whether  u  below  ”  or 
“  outside,"  and  they  may  at  almost  any  time  evade  me;  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  they  receive  from  the  authorities,  the  advantages  are  all  with  the 
pirates. 

My  earnest  hope  now  is  that  another  vessel  may  soon  arrive  here  to 
aid  me;  with  two  on  the  watch,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  the  pirates 
to  escape,  but  in  my  present  position  1  am  made  to  feel  powerless  and 
idle. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington .  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Vice-Admiral  E.  W.  Bruce ,  B.  N.,  commanding  E.  B.  M.  S. 
Victory ,  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tus- 
carora ,  explaining  error  in  published  statement  regarding  the  latter 
vessel. 

“Victory,”  at  Portsmouth ,  January  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  22d  instant  calling  my  attention  to  a  paragraph  extracted,  it 
appears,  from  the  Army  and  Eavy  Gazette,  commenting  upon  the  sup¬ 
posed  fact  of  the  U.  S.  steamship  of  war  Tuscarora ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  having  anchored  off  Osborne. 

In  reply  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  Thursday  last,  the  16th  instant, 
the  signalman  on  duty  at  the  dockyard  semaphore  reported  that  the 
Tuscarora  had  anchored  off  Osborne.  I  therefore  directed  Captain 
Coote,  of  H.  M.  ship  Victory ,  to  proceed  in  one  of  the  steam  tenders  to 
communicate  with  you,  and,  with  my  compliments,  to  request  that  you 
would  be  so  good  as  to  move  the  ship  to  some  other  anchorage.  Captain 
Coote,  however,  had  scarcely  got  outside  the  harbor  when  he  discov¬ 
ered  that  the  report  of  the  signalman  was  a  mistake — that  the  Tusca¬ 
rora,  in  fact,  had  not  anchored  off  Osborne,  but  that  the  ship  supposed 
to  have  been  her  was  H.  M.  ship  Vigilant. 

I  trust  that  this  explanation  will  remove  from  your  mind  any  feeling 
of  annoyance  you  may  have  experienced  from  the  publication  of  the 
paragraph  referred  to  above.  I  can  not  myself  point  out  [to]  the  writer 
of  that  paragraph,  or  to  the  editor  of  the  paper  in  which  it  appeared, 
the  circumstances  which  probably  led  to  his  being  misinformed  as  to 
the  movements  of  your  ship,  because  her  Majesty’s  officers  are  forbid¬ 
den  to  publish  anything  in  the  newspapers  bearing  on  questions  arising 
in  the  public  service,  and  I  never  have  any  communication  with  public 
prints. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

H.  W.  Bruce, 

Vice-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief. 
Commander  T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 
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Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Marin ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  sloop  St.  Louis ,  to  cruise  in  search  of  piratical  vessels 
and  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 

Navy  Department, 

January  24.  1862. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis ,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  is  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the 
Azores  or  Western  Islands.  The  islands  will  be  the  limit  of  your 
cruising  ground  on  the  west,  which  will  extend  south  to  the  Canaries, 
north  to  the  port  of  Lisbon,  and  east  to  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.  Any 
communications  that  the  Department  may  have  for  you  will  be  sent  to 
Lisbon,  care  of  our  minister  there.  You  will  also  touch  at  Cadiz 
occasionally.  You  will  not  go  out  of  these  limits  unless  in  search  of 
piratical  vessels,  upon  reliable  information  received  by  you  of  the 
appearance  of  such  vessels  at  any  particular  point. 

You  will  exercise  vigilance  and  be  active  in  cruising  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  commerce,  and  will  seize  and  send  into  port  any  vessel 
you  may  meet  with  engaged  in  transporting  arms,  munitions,  contra¬ 
band  of  war  to  the  insurgents.  In  exercising  your  rights  as  an 
American  man-of-war,  you  will  be  careful  of  those  of  neutrals.  Keep 
the  Department  advised  of  your  movements. 

Before  sailing  from  Philadelphia,  forward  to  the  Department  a  mus¬ 
ter  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  St.  Louis. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  M.  C.  Marin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis ,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  J.  M.  Forbes ,  esq.,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
authorizing  him  to  charter  vessel  to  go  in  pursuit  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


Navy  Department,  January  26,  1862. 


It  is  understood  that  one  of  the  iron  boats  built  to  run  to  New  Orleans 
is  ready  for  sea  at  Boston.  You  are  requested  and  authorized  to  char¬ 
ter  this  vessel  on  the  most  favorable  terms  for  three  months  or  more, 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate  Sumter.  Before  closing  the  arrangement, 
however,  telegraph  the  Department  the  price  of  charter.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  will  furnish  a  lieutenant  commanding,  and  three  acting  masters, 
guns,  and  ammunition,  all  else  to  be  provided  by  the  owners.  You  can 
authorize  such  preparations  to  the  vessel  as  are  necessary,  without 
sending  her  to  the  navy  yard.  You  may  suggest  to  the  Department  a 
proper  person  for  command  and  three  others  for  acting  masters.  The 
commander  can  probably  obtain  a  good  crew  from  volunteers.  Let  the 
owners  take  all  but  the  war  risks  and  have  a  favorable  proviso  to 
enable  the  Government  to  take  the  vessel  at  any  time.  Answer  by 
telegraph. 

When  will  the  other  boat  be  ready? 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy. J 


J.  M.  Forbes,  Boston. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Tusca- 
rora ,  regarding  requirements  of  the  authorities  at  Southampton  in  regard 
to  leaving  port. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  since  my  letter  of  the  23d 
an  additional  rule  has  been  supplied  to  me,  viz,  that  I  be  required  to 
“give  twenty-four  hours’  notice  before  leaving  port.”  As  it  has  evi¬ 
dently  been  the  desire  of  the  authorities  to  hamper  me,  I  determined  to 
meet  all  of  these  orders  without  exhibiting  any  annoyance  and  give 
them  no  chance  for  complaint  of  me.  I  have  accordingly  yielded  to 
these  last  instructions,  and  have  at  the  same  time  notified  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  my  intention  to  depart.  I  intend  being  absent  no 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  on  returning  to  my  anchorage  shall 
immediately  repeat  my  notice  to  depart  again. 

In  explanation  I  should  say  that  the  rule  adopted  is  that  the  vessel 
which  gives  the  first  notice  shall  have  priority  of  exit,  and  so  long  as  I 
can  keep  this  in  my  own  hands  the  Nashville  can  not  escape. 

I  find  nothing  in  international  law  which  justifies  this  last  rule,  but 
have  yielded  rather  than  have  any  discussion  on  the  question.  Should 
any  further  exaction  be  made,  sir,  I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make 
no  more  concessions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker 

City,  of  intention  to  lea,ve  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies,  in  search  of  C.  S.  S. 

Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

St.  Thomas,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  accompanying  letter,  which  is 
a  translation  from  a  Porto  [Puerto]  Rico  paper,  received  here  this  morn¬ 
ing  by  our  respected  consul  at  this  port,  John  T.  Edgar,  esq.,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  kindly  placed  by  him  at  my  disposal.  The  purport  of  it, 
however,  will  have  doubtless  been  received  by  you  long  ere  this  reaches 
you,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be  advised  of  the  views  of  the  Department  in 
relation  to  the  course  now  to  be  adopted  by  this  vessel  as  to  the  pursuing 
the  Sumter  to  the  station  she  has  chosen  for  further  scenes  of  depre¬ 
dation.  Having  nearly  completed  the  important  repairs  to  the  engine, 
boilers,  and  forward  smokestack,  as  well  as  the  recalking  of  almost  the 
entire  length  forward  of  the  afterpart  of  the  starboard  wheelhouse,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  leave  this  port  early  to-morrow  to  comply  with  a  previ¬ 
ous  arrangement  made  with  Commander  DeCamp,  on  the  18th  instant, 
to  communicate  with  him  off  Martinique,  on  or  about  the  1st  proximo,  so 
as  to  act  in  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  December  14,  “to  act  in 
concert  so  as  to  insure  a  thorough  search,”  after  which  interview  my  fur¬ 
ther  action  in  the  premises  will  be  determined.  1  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  arrival  at  this  port  to-day  of  the  U.  S.  bark  Win.  G.  Anderson, 
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Lieutenant  Commanding  Rogers,  putting  in  here  for  water,  having 
been  on  a  cruise  since  November  18.  All  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[  Enclosure.] 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  in  a  paper  of  St.  John’s 
[San  Juan],  Rorto  [Puerto]  Rico.  The  information  it  contains  was 
brought  to  St.John’s  [San  Juan]  by  a  Spanish  steamer  that  left  Cadiz 
January  10, 1862.  The  Sumter  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  January  6,  and  was 
still  there  January  10, 1862: 

The  Madrid  newspapers  published  a  long  series  of  telegraphic  dispatches  from 
Cadiz,  without  doubt  of  official  origin,  in  which  they  refer  to  all  that  has  occurred 
in  reference  to  the  arrival  at  our  port  of  the  South  American  steamer  Sumter.  This 
boat,  of  750-horse  power  and  5  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  arrived  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
and  Martinique,  had  destroyed  in  her  passage  3  Northern  vessels  and  brought 
43  prisoners  on  board.  The  American  consul  solicited  [the  authorities]  to  give  her 
no  assistance,  and  to  make  her  leave,  and  the  commandant  general  asked  for  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  (Government. 

In  the  meantime  the  captain  of  the  boat  declared  that  he  had  entered  Cadiz  in 
distress,  wishing  to  repair  his  vessel  in  the  “Arsenal  de  la  Carraca,  ”  and  that  his 
object  was  to  cruise  without  a  fixed  direction.  The  Sumter  was  considered  from  the 
beginning  under  quarantine  restrictions,  for  having  no  bill  of  health. 

In  the  first  instance  the  Government  instructed  the  authorities  that  in  their  rela¬ 
tions  with  said  steamer  they  should  be  strictly  guided  by  what  the  royal  decree  of 
the  17th  July  last,  disposed  about  the  mode  of  considering  vessels  coming  from  the 
Southern  States,  which  Spain  did  not  recognize  but  as  a  belligerent  party. 

Afterwards  the  captain  of  the  steamer  requested  the  commandant  general  to  be 
permitted  to  deliver  up  to  the  U.  S.  consul  the  43  prisoners.  He  could  not  accede 
to  this  request,  because,  as  we  have  stated,  the  steamer  found  herself  in  quaran¬ 
tine,  the  quarantine  having,  however,  to  be  short,  for  in  virtue  of  the  new  orders 
from  the  Government,  the  Sumter  was  received  on  the  7th  instant,  the  prisoners 
remaining  under  the  protection  of  Spain  and  the  American  consul. 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Marin ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  sloop  St.  Louis ,  to  proceed  to  Cadiz ,  Spain ,  in  search 
of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  January  28, 1862. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  instructions  of  the  24th  instant,  the  Depart-' 
ment  so  far  modifies  them  that  your  first  object  will  be  the  pursuit  of 
the  piratical  steamer  Sumter,  which  was  at  Cadiz,  Spain,  when  last 
heard  from.  You  will  lose  no  time  in  reaching  that  port,  unless  on 
your  course  you  should  obtain  from  merchant  vessels,  or  otherwise, 
positive  information  of  the  appearance  of  the  Sumter'  at  some  other 
point,  in  which  case  you  will  go  in  pursuit  of  her  regardless  of  the 
limits  designated  as  your  cruising  ground. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

\ Secretary  of  the  Navy.} 

Commander  M.  C.  Marin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  St.  Louis,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino ,  to  proceed  with  dispatch  to 
Cadiz  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  January  28, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  orders  to  the  Gulf  Squadron,  dated  yesterday,  are  hereby 
revoked,  and  you  will  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  coast  of 
Spain  in  search  of  the  piratical  steamer  Sumter.  When  last  heard 
from  the  Sumter  was  at  Cadiz,  to  which  port  you  will  proceed,  unless 
you  should  obtain  positive  information  that  she  is  at  some  other  point 
in  the  East.  You  will  continue  the  pursuit  of  her,  directing  your  course 
according  to  the  best  information  you  can  obtain  regarding  her  move¬ 
ments,  and  will  not  abandon  it  until  you  learn  that  she  has  been  cap¬ 
tured  or  otherwise  made  way  with,  or  it  becomes  necessary  for  you  to 
return  to  Boston  for  supplies,  or  other  urgent  reasons. 

Should  you  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  her,  the  Department 
relies  upon  your  ability  to  capture  and  destroy  her  or  bring  her  into 
port. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Josiah  P.  Creesy,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Ino ,  Boston. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  naval  forces, 
Pacific  Ocean,  of  arrival  at  Acapulco,  Mexico. 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 
Acapulco,  Mex.,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
in  eleven  days  from  Panama.  Our  passage  was  delayed  by  being 
under  canvas  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  the  great  care  necessary  in 
running  our  engine  to  prevent  the  cracked  crank  from  being  entirely 
disabled.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  Commander  Bis 
sell,  of  the  Cyane.  I  received  a  letter  from  him  yesterday,  dated  the 
18th  January.  He  informs  me  that  the  governor  of  Panama  has 
informed  the  agent  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  that  he  shall 
make  no  attempt  to  collect  the  tonnage  duties,  and  that  everything  is 
quiet  at  Panama  and  Aspinwall. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Facific  Ocean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Panama,  January  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  important  duties  connected  with  the  flagship  require  her  to 
be  withdrawn  for  the  present  from  Panama,  I  shall  leave  here,  for  the 
protection  of  American  interests,  the  TJ.  S.  ship  Cyane,  under  your 
command.  You  will  remain  at  this  anchorage  until  further  orders, 
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and  will  communicate  with  me  by  each  steamer,  directing  your  letters 
to  San  Francisco. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  my  predecessor  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  dated  June  3,  1861,  by  which  you  will  be  governed, 
should  any  difficulties  occur  on  shore.  You  will  endeavor  at  all  times 
to  encourage  and  promote  good  feeling  with  the  authorities  of  New 
Granada,  and  be  very  particular  not  to  compromise  the  neutral  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  port.  Placing  every  confidence  in  your  good  judgment  to 
perform  the  duties  assigned  you, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  fl.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Commander  S.  B.  Bissell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  3.  3.  Cyane,  Panama. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  IT.  3.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  3.  naval  forces, 
Pacific  Ocean,  of  precautions  taken  against  the  fitting  out  of  Con¬ 
federate  privateers  in  the  ports  of  South  America. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco,  Mex.,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  X  have  received  your  communication  of  January  8,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  Ward,  jr.,  to  It.  B.  Forbes,  esq.,  of  Boston, 
stating  that  an  attempt  would  soon  be  made  to  fit  out  a  privateer 
somewhere  along  this  coast. 

The  Wyoming  has  recently  been  to  Valparaiso,  with  orders  to  touch 
at  several  places  along  the  coast  on  her  way  to  Panama,  and  obtain  all 
the  information  possible  on  subjects  of  this  nature.  On  her  return 
from  this  cruise  she  will  take  the  place  of  the  Saranac,  Captain  Bitch ie, 
who  will  proceed  to  Panama  to  relieve  the  Cyane,  Commander  Bissell. 

The  Cyane  will  then  be  sent  down  the  coast  as  far  as  Valparaiso, 
with  instructions  to  Commander  Bissell  to  attend  to  the  matter  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  all  matters  connected  with  this  important  sub¬ 
ject.  By  the  Saranac  being  stationed  at  Panama,  where  she  will  have 
to  remain  some  time,  the  Department  will  have  in  its  power,  if  thought 
advisable,  to  make  the  changes  recommended  in  my  letter  of  yester¬ 
day  (No.  5).  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


Chas.  H.  Bell, 
Flag-  Officer. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  T.  B.  Satterthwaite,  president  Board 
of  Underwriters,  New  York,  relative  to  the  action  of  the  Department  in 
regard  to  the  C.  S.  3.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  January  29,  1862. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  relative  to  the  action 
of  this  Department  in  the  matter  of  the  pirate  steamer  Sumter.  Nearly 
a  month  since  the  Saratoga  was  ordered  up  to  Cadiz  from  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  the  Kearsarge  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  the  lno  at  Boston,  and 
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the  St.  Louis  at  Philadelphia  are  about  to  sail  in  pursuit,  having 
received  their  final  orders.  The  Iroquois  and  the  Quaker  City  are  in 
the  West  Indies  and  the  Constellation  at  Portsmouth  is  destined  for 
Gibraltar,  but  is  waiting  for  a  crew.  The  contractors  for  machinery  for 
the  small,  swift  gunboats  are  in  nearly  every  case  months  behindhand, 
thereby  embarrassing  the  action  of  the  Department  in  several  very 
important  operations. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy. ] 

T.  B.  Satterthwaite, 

President  Board  of  Underwriters ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 

rora,  relative  to  C.  S.  S.  Nashville ,  and  transmitting  official  correspond¬ 
ence  on  the  same  subject. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Yarmouth ,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  communication 
of  24th  instant  I  have  had  a  correspondence  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  port  of  Southampton,  and  of  which  I  send  you  the  enclosed 
copies. 

I  have  not  yet  replied  to  the  extremely  uncourteous  note  sent  me  by 
Captain  Patey  on  the  28th,  but  immediately  sent  an  officer  with  copies 
of  all  the  correspondence  to  our  minister  at  London.  It  was  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  have  remained  at  my  anchorage  rather  than  leave  it  under  such 
instructions,  but  from  some  information  conveyed  to  me  last  night  I 
have  reason  to  suspect  that  the  Nashville  has  also  been  ordered  to  leave 
the  port.  I  therefore  got  under  way  this  morning  at  8,  although  it  is 
blowing  a  gale  of  wind,  and  have  dropped  down  to  this  place. 

If  my  surmises  are  correct  as  to  the  same  orders  having  been  given 
to  the  Nashville ,  that  vessel  will  be  required  to  leave  to-morrow,  when 
the  twenty-four  hours  after  my  departure  will  have  expired.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  intend  going  to  sea  in  the  morning  to  try  my  only  and  last  chance 
of  obtaining  possession  of  or  destroying  that  ship.  Should  she  escape 
me,  and  I  must  say  the  chances  are  now  in  her  favor,  I  will  at  once  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Mediterranean  and  search  for  the  Sumter,  which  is  doing 
great  damage  there  upon  our  commerce.  I  will  first,  however,  take 
care  to  drive  the  Nashville  off  this  coast. 

The  U.  S.  consul  for  Southampton  has  so  little  tact  that  I  think  he 
has  added  somewhat  to  my  difficulties  in  those  waters  by  imprudent 
and  unauthorized  conversations.  I  shall  not  and  can  not  prudently 
give  him  any  information  of  my  movements,  but  will  by  private  note  to 
our  minister  communicate  my  address  when  changed,  as  I  doubt  not  I 
will  be  directed  to  leave  this  place,  and  it  is  at  all  events  my  decision 
not  again  to  anchor  off  Southampton,  nor  do  I  believe  you  would  wish 
me  to  do  so. 

An  additional  frigate  was  sent  into  the  “waters”  yesterday  to  watch 
me,  but  nothing  except  the  belief  that  the  Nashville  also  was  ordered 
out  would  have  induced  me  to  leave  or  give  up  my  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton ,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  to  obtain  from  you, 
as  well  as  from  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  a  written  promise  that 
you  will  not  leave  your  present  position  without  giving  me  twenty-four 
hours’  notice  of  your  intention  to  depart. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEYr, 
Additional  Captain,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Victory, 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Southampton. 

Commander  T.  Augs.  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  Southampton. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day.  I  most  cheerfully  agree  to  the  requirement  of  giving  you 
twenty-four  hours’  notice  of  my  intention  to  depart  from  this  anchor¬ 
age. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Southampton. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  intend  to  proceed  to  sea 
to-morrow  (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Captain  Chas.  G.  E.  Patey,  R.  1ST., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Southampton. 


Admiralty  Office, 

Southampton,  January  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day’s  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  intend  to  proceed  to  sea  to¬ 
morrow  (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m.  A  notification  of  your  intention  so  to 
proceed  has  been  communicated  by  me  to  the  lieutenant  commanding 
the  Nashville. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 
Additional  Captain,  H.  M.  Ship  Victory, 
and  Senior  Naval  Officer  present. 

Commander  T.  Augs.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  Southampton. 
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U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Southampton,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  inclem¬ 
ency  of  the  weather,  I  shall  defer  my  departure  until  to  morrow  (Wed¬ 
nesday),  or  the  first  fair  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Southampton. 


Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  28, 1862 — 11  a.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day’s  date  advising  me  that,  in  consequence,  as  you  allege,  of  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  you  intend  to  defer  your  departure  uutil 
to  morrow  (Wednesday),  or  till  first  fair  day.  Not  seeing  anything  in 
the  state  of  the  weather  to  prevent  your  proceeding  to  sea  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  intimation  expressed  in  your  letter  to  me  yesterday,  I 
have  to  request  you  will  lose  no  time  in  leaving  the  Southampton  waters 
and  proceeding  to  sea  accordingly. 

Having  received  from  you  a  written  notification  of  your  intention  to 
proceed  to  sea  this  day  at  11  a.  m.,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  con¬ 
vey  to  you  my  instructions  which  were  “  to  desire  that  you  would  leave 
the  Southampton  waters  and  proceed  to  sea  to-day  at  1 2  o’clock  at  noon.” 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  E.  Patey, 
Captain,  Superintending ,  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  T.  Augs.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  Southampton. 


Letter  from  U.  S.  minister  to  Englandto  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  urging  that  conflict  with  the  British 
authorities  he  avoided. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London ,  January  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  reflected  upon  the  contents  of  your  letter  and  its 
enclosures.  I  propose  to  address  to  her  Majesty’s  Government  a  note, 
asking  for  an  explanation  of  Capt.  Patey’s  letter  to  you.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  I  recommend  it  to  you  not  in  anyway  to  put  yourself  in  conflict 
with  the  authorities  of  the  Government,  however  disagreeable  their 
action  may  be  to  you. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Commander  T.  Augustus  Craven, 

V.  S.  Navy,  Southampton. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore ,  U.  S.  Nary,  commanding 
U.  8.  ship  Morning  Light ,  of  cruise  in  the  path  of  vessels  from  India 
and  California. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light, 

At  Sea,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  to  you  under  date  of  December  26,  1861,  I  have 
to  report  that  1  have  been  cruising  in  the  tracks  of  homeward-bound 
vessels  from  India  and  California,  but  have  seen  very  few  vessels.  The 
weather  since  my  last  report  has  been  remarkably  unfavorable,  having 
a  continual  succession  of  rain  squalls  and  baffling  winds  from  the  line 
to  11°  north.  I  boarded  on  the  23d  instant,  latitude  11°  1ST.,  longi¬ 
tude  40°  30  W.,  the  American  brig  Ada,  forty-three  days  from  Monte¬ 
video  for  Queenstown,  Ireland,  and  on  the  27th  the  British  bark  Sarah, 
seven  days  from  Pernambuco  for  Liverpool.  This  a.  m.  1  was  in  chase 
for  six  hours  of  a  vessel  about  14  miles  to  windward,  when  the  vessel 
by  which  I  send  this  dispatch  hove  in  sight  on  the  lee  bow.  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  bear  away  for  New  York  in  a  few  days,  as  my  water  and 
coal  are  rapidly  running  low.  I  have  but  thirty-eight  days’  water  and 
forty  to  fifty  days’  fuel,  using  the  latter  with  great  economy.  The 
health  of  the  men  has  suffered  somewhat  from  exposure  to  the  wet. 
We  have  six  upon  the  sick  list,  but  no  serious  cases  among  them.  I 
have  been  compelled  to  purchase  a  few  stores  to  make  my  outfit  com¬ 
plete,  as  the  haste  with  which  we  were  fitted  out  and  dispatched  from 
New  York  did  not  admit  of  obtaining  a  proper  supply  of  a  few  neces¬ 
sary  articles.  Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  again 
soon, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. ] 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  hark  W.  G.  Anderson,  of  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  the  West 

Indies,  searching  for  privateers. 

G.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

St.  Thomas,  January  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Being  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Thomas,  and  our  water  much 
reduced,  I  have  under  your  instructions  touched  here  for  information. 
Since  my  last  letter  to  the  Navy  Department,  dated  December  24,  per 
Dutch  bark  Venus,  for  New  York,  we  have  been  cruising  in  the  usual 
tracks  of  West  Indiamen,  but  without  any  success  in  meeting  priva¬ 
teers. 

Having  heard  indefinite  rumors  of  a  large  privateer  schooner  being 
seen  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  I  have  since  leaving  Key  West  cruised 
a  week  there,  hoping  to  fall  in  with  her,  but  though  we  saw  or  boarded 
about  twenty  sail  (American),  none  had  seen  or  heard  anything  of 
such  a  vessel.  I  infer  they  are  very  scarce,  as  we  have  spoken, 
boarded,  or  seen  ninety-five  vessels,  and  but  one  proved  a  Southern 
privateer,  having  sailed  up  to  our  arrival  here  about  11,600  miles. 

We  arrived  here  in  good  order,  and  all  well,  on  January  28,  at  6  p. 
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in.,  and  are  slowly  filling  the  water,  in  which  we  experience  considera¬ 
ble  delay,  but  trust  to  report  myself  ready  for  sea  by  to-morrow  night. 
*  *  *  *  *  #  * 

Haying  no  dispatches  from  the  Navy  Department  to  acknowledge, 
I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven ,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  to  give  special  attention  to  the  search  for  the  C.  S.  S. 
Nashville. 

Navy  Department,  January  31, 1862, 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  reporting  your  arrival  at  South¬ 
ampton,  has  been  received.  The  Kearsarge  and  several  other  vessels 
are  under  orders  to  search  for  the  Sumter ,  and,  therefore,  you  can  give 
your  special  attention  to  the  Nashville. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Tuscarora ,  Southampton ,  England. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces, 

Pacific  Ocean,  to  Commander  Bissell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Cyane,  to  proceed  to  Valparaiso,  Chile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster., 

Acapulco ,  January  31,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  Saranac,  Captain  Ritchie,  who  is  ordered 
to  take  your  station  at  Panama,  you  will  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  I  left  with  you.  You  will  then,  without  delay,  proceed  to 
Valparaiso,  where  you  will  obtain  from  our  consul,  or  such  other  sources 
on  which  you  may  depend,  every  information  connected  with  the  safety 
of  our  commerce  on  this  coast.  On  your  way  north  you  will  touch  at 
Coquimbo,  Cobija,  Arica,  and  Pisco,  from  thence  to  Callao,  where  you 
will  replenish  your  stores  from  the  storeship,  and  then  proceed  to 
Payta;  from  thence,  if  the  season  is  not  unfavorable,  you  can  touch  at 
Guayaquil.  You  will  then  proceed  to  Panama,  where  instructions  will 
await  you. 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  confine  yourself  strictly  to  the  places  enumerated, 
but  should  you  think  it  advisable  to  communicate  with  the  consul  or 
authorities  at  any  of  the  intermediate  ports,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
deviate  so  far  from  your  instructions.  The  object  of  sending  you  on 
this  cruise  is  principally  for  the  protection  of  American  commerce  from 
marauders,  suspected  of  fitting  out  vessels  to  rob  our  commerce  on  the 
high  seas.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  me  by  the  Navy 
Department  from  Mr.  C.  Ward,  jr.,  of  Valparaiso,  from  whom  you  may 
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obtain  some  information  connected  with  this  matter.  I  can  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  impress  upon  your  mind  the  necessity  of  a  courteous  intercourse 
with  the  authorities  of  the  various  places  you  visit,  and  the  strict 
neutrality  to  be  observed  should  you  meet  any  vessel  bearing  the  flag 
of  an  enemy  or  rebel  in  a  friendly  port.  You  will  communicate 
frequently  with  me,  directing  your  letters  to  San  Francisco  until  May 
1  next;  after  that  time,  to  Panama.  Should  you  have  information  to 
communicate  to  the  Government  which  will  not  admit  of  delay,  you 
will  write  direct  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sending  me  a  copy  of  your 
dispatch.  With  much  reliance  on  your  good  judgment  and  discretion, 
and  wishing  you  a  pleasant  cruise  and  safe  return, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Commander  S.  B.  Bissell, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Cyane,  Panama. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  naval  forces , 

Pacific  Ocean ,  of  matters  relating  to  various  vessels  of  his  command 

IJ.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 
Acapulco,  Mex.,  February  3, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Narragansetti 
Commander  Hunt,  joined  me  here  on  the  30th  ultimo  from  Manzanillo, 
from  whence  she  sailed  after  the  departure  of  the  Panama  mail 
steamer  St.  Louis,  which  touched  at  this  port  a  few  days  since  with 
upwards  of  two  and  a  quarter  millions  of  treasure. 

In  my  communications  to  the  Department,  dated  January  27  and 
28,  and  numbered  5  and  7,  I  stated  the  condition  of  the  Saranac  in 
regard  to  her  officers.  I  have  since  inspected  that  ship,  and,  injustice 
to  Captain  Ritchie,  will  state  that  whatever  difficulties  he  has  or  may 
have  had  with  his  officers  his  ship  is  in  fine  order,  both  in  regard  to  her 
sanitary  condition  and  the  perfect  drill  of  her  crew.  Captain  Ritchie 
seems  to  have  been  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  in  this  respect.  With 
no  regular  officers  to  assist  him,  he  has  been  obliged  to  perform  duties 
beyond  his  strength,  from  which  he  is  now  suffering,  and  he  asks  to  be 
relieved  from  his  command,  in  order  that  he  may  return  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  can  obtain  such  relief  as  his  present  situation 
requires. 

As  I  conceived  it  important  to  send  the  Cyane  to  Valparaiso  as  soon 
as  possible,  I  have  sent  the  Saranac  to  Panama  to  take  her  place.  She 
left  here  on  the  1st  instant. 

As  the  Saranac  will  have  to  remain  at  Panama  for  some  time  after 
this  letter  reaches  the  Department,  should  it  be  thought  advisable  to 
make  the  changes  in  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  ship  recommended 
in  my  previous  letters,  it  can  be  done  without  any  inconvenience  to 
the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag- Officer,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca 
rora,  relative  to  C.  8.  8.  Nashville. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Cowes  Roads,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  by  the  late  rule  of  pre¬ 
tended  neutrality,  issued  on  the  31st  January  by  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  I  am  effectually  driven  from  these  waters;  not  only  am 
I  not  permitted  to  remain  in  any  port  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  but 
am  prohibited  taking  in  coal  more  than  once  in  three  mouths,  being 
thus  deprived  of  the  ability  of  cruising  on  this  coast. 

My  previous  letters  will  have  informed  you  of  the  several  orders, 
rapidly  following  each  other,  by  which  I  have  been,  from  day  to  day, 
confined  within  narrower  limits,  by  such  stringent  rules  as  gave  every 
advantage  to  the  privateer  Nashville,  and  would  have  enabled  her  at 
any  time,  during  the  last  two  weeks,  to  have  escaped  from  Southamp¬ 
ton  without  a  possibility  of  any  opposition,  and  this  dual  decree  of 
Earl  Bussell  renders  my  presence  here  perfectly  idle  and  useless. 

Most  scrupulously  desiring  to  observe  even  these  arbitrary  rules  of 
neutrality,  and  that  I  should  give  no  pretext  for  offense,  and  thus  throw 
the  onus  on  the  British  authorities,  I  have  adhered  to  every  rule  laid 
down  for  my  guidance. 

I  left  the  port  of  Southampton  on  the  29th  in  a  gale  of  wind,  anchor¬ 
ing  off  Yarmouth;  on  the  1st,  the  gale  being  over,  I  went  to  sea,  made 
a  short  cruise,  and  have  to-day  returned  to  this  anchorage  to  fill  up  my 
coal,  and  enable  the  paymaster  to  settle  the  ship’s  bills  at  Southamp¬ 
ton,  which  done  I  see  nothing  better  for  me  to  do  than  to  go  in  pusuit 
of  the  Sumter ,  which  is  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gibraltar,  hoping 
most  earnestly  that  I  may  fall  in  with  her.  It  is  my  intention  to  sink 
her. 

The  Nashville  is  still  at  the  docks,  but  feeling  no  doubt  his  advantage 
over  me,  I  presume  the  captain  of  that  vessel  will  depart  when  he  is 
ready,  having  the  full  protection  of  the  British  forces  here. 

1  have,  written  to  Mr.  Adams,  informing  him  of  my  intentions. 
Should  I  not  be  able  to  learn  any  news  of  the  Sumter,  I  will  return  to 
this  coast,  and  await  your  further  orders  at  Havre  or  Hamburg.  I 
will  keep  Mr.  Adams  constantly  advised  of  my  address. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven,  * 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Since  writing  the  preceding,  the  Nashville,  under  convoy  of  a  British 
frigate,  passed  close  by  this  ship  and  went  to  sea,  at  5  p.  m.  During 
the  time  of  her  passing  I  was  visited  by  Captain  Patey  and  cautioned 
to  observe  the  rule  of  delaying  my  departure  for  twenty-four  hours. 

The  whole  transaction  appears  to  me,  sir,  to  have  a  strong  impress 
of  collusion  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  effect  the  escape  of  the 
privateer.  I  had  no  sooner  anchored  here  than  my  arrival  was  made 
known  at  Southampton  by  telegraph;  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the 
Nashville  leave  Southampton.  The  British  squadron  communicated 
the  fact  by  signal  to  the  Shannon,  lying  near  me,  and  that  ship  was  at 
once  got  underway  to  convoy  the  Nashville  out.  No  consideration 
except  the  observance  of  good  faith  on  my  part  prevented  my  getting 
underway  also  and  testing  this  question  at  once.  Whether  I  have 
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acted  judiciously  or  not,  I  liave  solely  been  guided  by  a  desire  to  give 
no  cause  for  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

I  told  Captain  Patey  that  good  faith  toward  me  had  not  been 
observed •  I  had  been  ordered  out  of  the  port  six  days  since,  but  the 
Nashville  remained  until  notified  of  my  anchoring  here  and  then  sailed 
as  above. 

Yery  respectfully,  T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 


Letter  from.  Captain  Patey ,  B.  N.,  Senior  Officer  at  Southampton ,  to  Com¬ 
mander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  relative 
to  required  notice  before  sailing. 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton ,  February  3,  1862 — 3:20  p.  m. 
Sir:  As  you  have  returned  from  sea  and  anchored  in  Cowes  Roads 
in  the  Tuscarora ,  and  as  the  Nashville  has  given  notice  to  sail  from 
Southampton  to  day,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  you  are  not  to 
sail  again  in  the  ship  under  your  command  until  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  departure  of  the  Nashville. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Gf.  E.  Patey, 
Captain ,  Superintendent ,  Senior  Officer. 

Commander  T.  Aug.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  Off  Cowes. 

[Endorsement.] 

Delivered  at  5 :10  by  Captain  Patey. 

T.  Augs.  Craven. 


Report,  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant.  Rogers ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  of  intention  to  leave  St.  Thomas ,  West 

Indies ,  for  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  steamers  Sumter  and  Nashville. 

St.  Thomas,  February  3,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  ready  for  sea  and  will  sail 
to-day  for  our  former  cruising  ground  in  the  Atlantic.  We  have 
experienced  some  delay  in  obtaining  water,  and  now  leave  without  a 
full  supply,  the  party  who  monopolizes  it  here  declining  to  give  us  any 
more,  except  at  considerable  detention.  We  are,  however,  but  1,200 
gallons  short,  which  does  not  materially  interfere  with  the  length  of 
our  cruise. 

My  superior  officer,  Captain  DeOamp,  of  the  Iroquois ,  now  in  port, 
suggested  to  me  the  propriety  of  not  sailing  before  the  arrival  of  the 
English  mail,  which  would  bring  information  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Sumter  and  Nashville.  This  arrived  last  night,  and  I  now  sail  with  full 
knowledge. 

Referring  you  to  my  dispatch  of  January  30,  per  American  ship 
Montmorenci ,  from  this  port,  for  further  details  of  our  cruise, 

1  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant, 
Commanding  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
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Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  McDougal ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wyoming ,  to  proceed  from  San  Francisco  to 
Philadelphia  via  China  and  Cape  of  Good  Rope. 

Navy  Department,  February  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  After  refitting  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming  at  the  Mare  Island  navy 
yard  yon  will  proceed  with  her  to  China,  touching  at  Japan  on  the 
way.  You  will  remain  on  the  coast  of  China  at  least  two  months,  and 
longer  than  that  should  you  receive  information  of  the  appearance 
in  those  waters  of  armed  piratical  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  rebels 
now  engaged  in  waging  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

From  China  you  will  continue  on  to  the  Atlantic  States  and  enter 
the  Port  of  Philadelphia.  You  will  touch  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
St.  Helena,  one  or  more  of  the  principal  places  on  the  northeast  coast 
of  South  America,  and  at  the  important  points  in  your  route  through 
the  West  Indies.  If  on  your  homeward  passage  you  should  hear  of 
privateers  or  piratical  vessels  within  reach,  you  can  divert  from  your 
course  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  them. 

Robert  H,  Pruyn,  esq.,  the  recently  appointed  minister  to  Japan,  is 
now  in  San  Francisco  and  would  like  a  passage  to  the  seat  of  his 
mission  in  a  public  vessel.  You  are  authorized  to  convey  him  thither 
in  the  Wyoming;  but  as  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  subsistence  of 
m  inisters  on  board  men-of-war,  Mr.  Pruyn  will,  as  is  customary,  have 
to  defray  his  own  expenses  while  on  the  passage. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy. \ 


Commander  David  McDougal, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wyoming,  San  Francisco ,  Cal. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  of  cruise  from  January  18  to  February  5,  1862 ,  transmitting 
information  received  from  the  consul-general  at  Havana,  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  February  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  to  the  Department  from  Havana,  January  17.  The  next 
day  1  sailed  for  Matanzas,  Cuba,  where  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Consul-General  Shufeldt.  Considering  the  information  contained  in  the 
letter  of  great  public  importance,  I  touched  at  Key  West  to  intercept  some 
vessel  going  to  Ship  Island.  Notfindingany  vesselabout,  leaving,  Isailed 
for  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  arrived  therein  fifty-six  hours.  I  gave  a 
copy  of  the  consul-general’s  letter  to  Captain  Bailey,  of  the  Colorado,  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Vincennes ,  off  the  Northeast  Pass,  and  to  Com¬ 
mander  Stellwagen,  off  Pass  a  l’Outre,  and  then  left  for  Ship  Island  to 
give  the  communication  to  Flag-Officer  McKean. 

There  were  more  provisions  at  Ship  Island  than  could  be  properly 
taken  care  of,  and  the  flag-officer  requested  me  to  take  in  as  much  as  I 
could  stow  conveniently  and  land  them  at  Key  West.  I  took  on  board 
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500  barrels  and  delivered  them  to  the  naval  storekeeper  at  this  place, 
and  shall  remain  here  until  I  hear  from  Consul-General  Shufeldt,  at 
Havana. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

p.  g. — i  enclose  a  copy  of  the  communication  referred  to  above, 
received  from  the  consul  at  Havana. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Conulate  General, 

Havana ,  January  22 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  information  I  herewith  transmit  you  is  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance,  I  think,  to  warrant  you  in  conveying  it  at  once  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean.  I  can  not  develop  the  source  from  which  I  received  it,  but  I 
deem  it  entirely  credible . 


New  Orleans,  January  IS,  1862. 

There  were  eight  steamers  bound  to  Havana,  hut  the  Government  seized  all  but 
the  Tennessee.  However,  I  think  some  will  bo  released.  The  others  were  the  tow¬ 
boats  Whitney,  Day,  and  Webb;  steamers  Atlantic,  Florida,  Matayorda,  and  America. 

The  Day  will  draw  about  6  feet  loaded.  The  captain  had  an  idea  that  upon  his 
return  he  could  run  into  St.  Josephs,  Fla.,  and  cart  his  cargo  over  to  Apalachicola. 
All  of  these  vessels  can  come  out  of  the  southeast  bar,  where  11  feet  draft  can  pass 
over.  It  is  a  very  narrow  channel,  the  latter  part  right  between  the  breakers.  The 
pilots  take  small  boats  with  lights,  anchor  them  upon  the  breakers,  and  then  take 
the  vessel  out  between.  The  Tennessee  can  only  pass  out  of  Southwest  Pass  or 
Pass  a  l’Outre,  as  she  will  draw  16-1  feet  water.  I  think  a  demonstration  will  be 
made  by  the  fleet  of  gunboats  now  ready  and  getting  ready.  The  Vanderbilt  went  into 
the  Sabine  with  her  cargo,  and  will  return  from  there,  probably  on  her  way  here  now. 
The  Manassas  went  down  to  try  her  powers  upon  the  fleet  on  the  1st  January  and 
was  aground  over  twelve  hours.  Had  the  fleet  made  any  demonstration  to  approach 
her  she  could  have  been  destroyed. 

The  Confederate  fleet  at  New  Orleans  are  the  McRae,  four  32-pounders,  one  9-inch  shell 
gun;  Ivy,  one  rifle  30-pounder ;  Jackson,  two  8-inch  shell;  Livingston,  two  rifle  30-pound¬ 
ers,  four  shell  guns;  Mason,  live  guns  forward,  three  aft;  Slidell,  fire  guns  forward, 
three  aft ;  Manassas,  now  in  dock  repairing. 

There  are  a  brig  and  two  schooners  lying  below  Fort  Jackson,  which  might  be 
cut  out. 

You  will  perceive  that  by  sailing  immediately  you  may  be  able  to 
capture  the  Vanderbilt ,  now  expected  here,  and  give  to  Flag-Officer 
McKean  such  information  as  will  prevent  the  exit  of  the  other  vessels 
mentioned  through  the  Southeast  Pass. 

I  wrote  this  morning  in  reference  to  the  Vanderbilt ,  but  have  obtained 
this  more  recent  and  reliable  information.  If  you  conclude  to  sail, 
please  inform  Mr.  Chandler  that  you  are  carrying  out  the  intentions  of 
this  letter,  but  do  not  divulge  its  contents  to  anyone. 

I  am,  sir,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-  General. 


Commander D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  Steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
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Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  XT.  'S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  of  return  to  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies ,  after  two  weeks'  cruising. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies,  February  8, 1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  the  arrival  of 
this  ship  under  my  command  at  this  place,  after  a  cruise  of  two  weeks 
to  the  eastward,  touching  at  St.  Pierre  twice,  Barbados  twice,  and  at 
the  island  of  Tobago,  and  Trinidad.  Learning  nothing  of  importance 
from  our  consuls  at  either  of  these  places,  I  steamed  to  the  eastward 
of  Barbados  as  far  as  the  track  of  homeward-bound  vessels  from  China 
and  the  Pacific,  and  then  shaped  our  course  to  the  northward  as  far  as 
the  French  Islands,  looking  into  the  bay  of  Fort  lioyal,  Martinique,  then 
bore  away  for  St.  Thomas. 

1  received  a  visit  from  Commander  Frailey,  of  the  Quaker  City,  at 
St.  Pierre,  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  I  recommended  him  to  remain  in 
that  vicinity  as  long  as  possible,  as  I  am  convinced  that  should  there 
be  any  rebel  privateers  cruising  in  the  West  Indies,  they  would  be 
better  received  at  those  islands  thau  at  other  places,  and  from  their 
position  and  the  general  open  character  of  those  harbors,  escape  from 
our  cruisers  would  be  more  certain  than  from  most  harbors  in  thes  seas. 

The  U.  S.  bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson ,  Captain  liogers,  sailed  from  here 
the  4th  instant  to  cruise  north  of  this  island. 

To  day,  while  cruising  off  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  we  fell  in  with 
thebark  George  B.  Hunt,  Captain  Woodbury,  of  Portland,  Me.,  dismasted 
in  a  gale,  January  28,  in  longitude  61°  W.,  latitude  35°  N.  Took  her 
in  tow,  and  brought  her  into  port.  By  the  13th  instant,  I  purpose 
leaving  here  on  a  cruise,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  made  known 
to  the  Department  before  our  departure. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City ,  D.  C. 

p.  s. — The  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp  anchored  in  this  harbor 
to-day,  February  9,  from  Dominica. 

J.  DeC. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  naval  forces, 
Pacific  Ocean ,  of  intended  departure  for  San  Francisco,  transmitting 
copies  of  instructions  to  commanding  officers  of  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming  and 
St.  Mary's. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  enclose  you  copies  of  instructions  sent  to  Com¬ 
mander  McDougal  of  the  Wyoming  and  Commander  Middleton  of  the 
St.  Mary's. 

I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  for  San  Francisco.  The  Narragansett 
is  now  here,  but  will  leave  in  a  day  or  two  for  a  cruise  up  the  coast  as 
far  north  as  San  Bias. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco ,  February  4 ,  1862. 


Sir:  After  Ailing  up  your  provisions,  taking  on  board  as  much  as 
you  ran  conveniently  stow,  you  will  proceed  in  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Mary's , 
under  your  command,  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  San  Lucas,  Lower  Cali¬ 
fornia;  on  your  way  down  you  will  look  into  [Santa]  Maria  and  Magda¬ 
lena  bays,  keeping  as  close  to  the  shore,  on  your  way  to  Cape  San 
Lucas,  as  safety  will  allow.  You  will  then  cross  the  Gulf  of  California 
and  touch  in  at  Mazatlan  and  San  Bias.  You  will  consider  your  cruis¬ 
ing  ground  as  extending  from  [Santa]  Maria  Bay,  California,  to  Cape 
Corrientes,  Mexico,  in  latidude  20°  25'  north.  As  it  is  strongly  sus¬ 
pected  that  vessels  may  be  fitted  out  by  the  traitors  who  are  in  arms 
against  our  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  mail 
steamers  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama,  you  must  exercise  the  utmost 
vigilance  in  the  examination  of  every  vessel  you  may  encounter,  and 
endeavor  to  speak  the  steamers  down  from  San  Francisco.  At  the  end 
of  each  month  you  may  extend  your  cruising  ground  as  far  as  Man¬ 
zanillo,  where  your  letters  will  be  sent. 

In  order  to  render  the  small  naval  force  now  on  this  station  effectual 
for  the  purposes  just  stated,  the  vessels  composing  the  squadron  must 
be  kept  at  sea  as  much  as  possible.  You  will  therefore  remain  in  the 
different  ports  you  visit  only  a  sufficient  time  to  All  up  your  wood  and 
water  and  to  obtain  such  supplies  of  fresh  provisions  as  will  keep  your 
crew  in  good  health.  In  your  visits  to  the  various  ports  of  Lower  Cal¬ 
ifornia  you  will  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  reliable  information  in 
regard  to  the  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  seceding  traitors  to  obtain 
possession  of  that  country. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  write  to  me  by  every  opportunity,  directing 
your  letters  to  San  Francisco. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 
Commander  Edward  Middleton, 

Commanding  U.  8.  ship  St.  Mary's ,  San  Francisco. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco ,  February  6 , 1862. 

Sir:  On  your  arrival  at  Acapulco,  you  will,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Wyo¬ 
ming  under  your  command,  relieve  the  Narragansett,  now  stationed  on 
this  part  of  the  coast.  You  will  consider  your  cruising  ground  to 
extend  to  San  Bias,  but  should  you  receive  information  which  would 
make  it  advisable  to  have  the  presence  of  an  armed  vessel  higher  up 
the  gulf,  you  are  authorized  to  extend  yonr  limit  in  that  direction. 

The  mail  steamers  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama  will  touch  at  Man¬ 
zanillo  on  or  about  the  27th  of  each  month.  As  one  of  them  has  on 
board  at  all  times  a  large  amount  of  treasure,  it  is  important  that  you 
should  be  at  that  point  on  their  arrival.  Manzanillo,  I  am  informed, 
has  no  harbor  defenses,  and  it  is  here  that  an  attempt  might  be  made 
to  seize  the  ships  with  treasure.  You  will  therefore  endeavor  to  be  off 
that  port  at  the  time  the  steamer  arrives,  and  accompany  her  down  to 
Acapulco,  the  eastern  limit  of  your  cruising  ground. 
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As  it  is  strongly  suspected  that  privateers  may  be  fitted  out  along 
this  coast  by  the  traitors  now  in  arms  against  our  Government,  you 
will  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  in  examining  every  vessel  you  may 
suspect  of  being  engaged  in  that  business.  To  render  the  small  naval 
force  now  on  this  station  effectual,  the  vessels  composing  the  squad  on 
should  be  kept  at  sea*  as  much  as  possible.  You  will  therefore  remain 
in  port  oidy  a  sufficient  time  to  replenish  your  fuel,  etc.,  and  to  obtain 
such  supplies  of  fresh  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  preserve  the 
health  of  your  crew. 

You  must  endeavor  to  economize  your  coal,  so  expensive  an  article 
on  this  coast,  by  using  your  sails  as  much  as  possible;  by  banking  up 
your  fires,  when  circumstances  will  admit,  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
the  chief  engineer  at  least  one-third  of  the  fuel  now  expended  could 
be  saved. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  with  me  at  least  twice  a  month, 
directing  your  letters  to  San  Francisco. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Ohas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces ,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Commander  D.  McDougal, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wyoming ,  Acapulco. 


Letter  from  U.  8.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating 

that  the  authorities  at  that  port  decline  to  furnish  coal  to  the  C.  8.  8. 

Sumter. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  this  day  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Tus- 
carora. 

As  the  official  dispatch  from  Earl  Russell  to  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty,  laying  down  certain  rules  with  regard  to  United 
States  vessels  of  war  and  Southern  cruisers,  has  been  published  in  this 
garrison,  and  the  same  is  now  in  force,  Captain  Craven  proposes  to 
proceed  with  the  Tuscarora  to  Algeciras  either  to  morrow  evening  or  the 
following  day,  where  he  will  endeavor  to  replenish  his  stock  of  coal. 

The  steamer  Sumter  remains  in  this  port.  Private  coal  companies 
refuse  to  sell  her  coal ;  her  commander  has  applied  to  the  British  author¬ 
ities  for  a  supply,  but  they  have  refused. 

I  hear  they  have  telegraphed  to  the  home  Goverment  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  U.  8.  Consul. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 

Washington  City. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  blockade  runners 
in  vicinity  of  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 

Off  the  Virgin  Passage ,  February  12,  1862. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  a  lioineward-bound  schooner,  just  out  from  St. 
Thomas,  to  report  the  W.  G.  Anderson  as  having  been  cruising  off  this 
passage  the  past  seven  days  in  the  hope  of  catching  the  Florida  bark 
American  Eagle ,  which  vessel  intended,  when  we  sailed  from  St.  Thomas, 
to  run  for  some  American  port,  regardless  of  cruisers. 
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There  was  also  another  bark,  the  Angela  Brewer  (owned  three-six¬ 
teenths  in  Mobile),  lying  in  port,  with  some  intention  of  sailing. 

I  have  since  ascertained  that  the  American  Eagle  left  a  few  nights 
since,  and  has  probably  gone  direct  to  New  York,  the  captain  stating 
that  although  she  has  a  Southern  register,  she  is  really  owned  by 
Northern  creditors,  whom  he  expects  to  benefit  by  being  condemned 
in  New  York.  I  shall  therefore  shift  our  cruising  ground,  steering 
along  westerly  in  our  usual  track. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  0.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 
City ,  of  cruise  in  search  of  G.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies ,  February  18 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  here  this  day  from  a  cruise 
to  the  eastward,  during  which  time  I  visited  the  port  of  St.  Pierre, 
Martinique,  and  there  received  information  from  a  colored  man  that  the 
rebel  steamer  Sumter  was  in  Trinity  [La  Triuite]  Bay,  on  the  north¬ 
east  side  of  the  island,  taking  in  coal,  and  to  which  port  I  proceeded 
early  on  the  following  morning;  but,  to  my  regret,  learned  on  my  arri¬ 
val  off  the  harbor  that  the  report  was  without  foundation.  I  steamed 
back  to  St.  Pierre  and  thence  towards  Barbados,  St.  Vincent,  St.  Lucia, 
and  Dominica,  looking  in  all  the  bays  which  abound  among  those 
islands,  and  stopping  a  reasonable  period  in  the  harbors  of  Bridgetown, 
Kingston,  Castries,  Roseau,  and  Prince  Rupert  Bay,  taking  in,  at  the 
latter  port,  a  quantity  of  water  without  expense  and  with  little  trouble, 
three  rivers  furnishing  a  most  abundant  supply. 

I  beg  leave  to  further  report  that  while  at  anchor  in  Roseau,  Island 
of  Dominica,  the  lieutenant-governor,  Thomas  Price,  expressed  a  desire 
to  visit  Prince  Rupert  Bay,  situated  some  20  miles  to  the  north,  on  the 
same  island,  and  to  which  I  was  bound.  To  this  request  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Price  I  immediately  complied,  landing  him  at  Prince  Rupert 
in  a  couple  of  hours  after  our  departure  from  Roseau.  He  expressed 
himself  in  grateful  terms  for  the  kindness  extended  to  him. 

During  our  absence  from  St.  Thomas  not  a  single  vessel  was  seen  by 
us  on  the  ocean. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  of  affairs  in  general  in  the  vicinity  of  the  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas ,  February  18, 1862. 

Sir  :  Having  taken  on  board  this  ship  all  the  coal  we  had  stored  at 
this  place  (39  tons),  we  shall  go  to  sea  to-morrow  and  cruise  southward 
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as  far  as  La  Guayra  and  Curacao.  A  recent  revolution  in  Venezuela 
induces  me  to  touch  at  the  former  place  in  view  of  communicating 
with  our  minister  at  Caracas,  and  my  object  in  calling  at  Curacao  is 
merely  to  supply  this  ship  with  coal,  after  which  we  will  return  to  this 
island  and  hold  ourselves  ready  to  act  as  may  seem  best  calculated  to 
insure  the  safety  of  our  commerce  iu  the  West  Indies. 

I  can  not  learn  that  there  are  any  rebel  armed  vessels  in  these  waters ; 
nevertheless  we  will  keep  a  sharp  lookout,  and  should  any  make  their 
appearance  within  the  limit  of  our  station  I  trust  to  give  a  satisfactory 
account  of  them.  As  I  informed  the  Department  in  a  former  letter,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  French  Windward  Islands  will  form  the  base  of 
their  operations,  and  either  the  Quaker  City  or  this  ship  will  be  kept  in 
that  vicinity. 

In  my  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Department  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  other  vessels  of  our  squadron  in  these  seas  than  the 
Iroquois  and  Quaker  City.  I  therefore  concluded  that  it  was  not  con¬ 
templated  that  I  exercise  any  authority  (except  absolutely  necessary) 
over  either  the  Shepherd  Knapp  or  the  Wm.  (}.  Anderson.  The  Shepherd 
Knapp  arrived  here  on  the  9th  instant  from  Prince  Rupert  Bay, 
Dominica,  and  is  still  in  port. 

In  view  of  the  Sumter’’ s  return  to  the  West  Indies,  it  is  all  essential 
that  a  cruiser  be  stationed  to  the  northeast  of  the  Anegada  passage, 
and  as  this  region  is  embraced  in  the  cruising  ground  marked  out  by 
the  Department  for  the  Shepherd  Knapp ,  I  shall  direct  Captain 
Eytinge  to  proceed  at  once  to  his  station,  and  I  trust  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  approve  of  my  action  in  the  matter.  At  the  solicitation  of 
Captain  Rogers  I  inspected  the  Wm.  G.  Anderson  and  found  her  in  all 
respects  ready  for  service,  dean,  and  in  good  condition. 

The  mail  steamer  has  this  moment  arrived  from  England,  bringing 
the  intelligence  that  hereafter  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  are 
only  to  be  permitted  to  enter  their  ports  under  certain  restrictions. 
The  Iroquois  will  not  be  subjected  to  any  such  disgraceful  conditions,  and 
I  anxiously  hope  to  hear  from  the  Department  upon  the  subject.  As 
yet  we  are  treated  with  all  respect  in  this  island,  and  it  will  be  my 
endeavor  to  preserve  the  good  will  of  these  people. 

I  have  found  it  necessary  to  send  two  sick  men  to  the  Shepherd  Knapp 
for  passage  to  the  United  States  whenever  she  may  return,  and  the 
necessary  papers  in  the  case  are  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obebieut  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  frigate  Potomac , 
relative  to  the  movements  of  the  allied  powers  in  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz ,  February  19 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  anchored  this  ship,  under  my 
command,  near  Green  Island  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant,  from 
the  Southwest  Pass,  where  1  touched  to  fill  up  our  water. 

My  instructions  from  the  flag-officer  commanding  the  naval  forces  in 
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the  Gulf  of  Mexico  simply  ordered  me  to  come  here,  to  place  myself  in 
communication  with  our  minister  in  the  City  ot  Mexico,  and  to  corre¬ 
spond  directly  with  the  Navy  Department.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Corwin  accordingly,  and  have  had  a  satisfactory  interview  with  our 
consul  at  Yera  Cruz.  A  courier  will  be  sent  oil  to  the  City  of  Mexico 
speedily  and  Mr.  Corwin  will  be  informed  of  our  arrival. 

The  superior  officers  of  the  united  forces  are  all  living  in  the  city,  so 
that  1  had  not  the  pleasure  of  seeing  either  the  English,  French,  or 
Spanish  chiefs  when  I  visited  their  ships  on  the  17th, but  I  was  received 
with  great  politeness  by  the  commanding  officers,  and  with  marks  of 
friendly  consideration  from  each. 

Yesterday  I  had  a  friendly  visit  from  Captains  Osborne,  of  the  Done¬ 
gal  ,  and  Caldwell,  of  the  Mersey ,  who  told  mein  conversation  that  they 
were  about  to  leave  and  were  all  going  home.  They  spoke  as  if 
their  duties  and  business  in  this  quarter  had  [ended]  or  was  about  to 
end.  They  also  assured  me  that  the  combined  forces  would  certainly 
march  for  the  interior  at  an  early  day.  The  two  statements  are  not 
easily  reconciled  unless,  indeed,  a  small  naval  force  is  intended  to  be 
left  to  look  after  the  small  land  force  which  constitutes  the  English 
contingent  now  on  shore. 

The  British  naval  force  now  before  Yera  Cruz  is  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful,  consisting  of  Sans  Pareil  and  Donegal ,  screw  ships  of  the  line, 
Mersey ,  and  an  unknown  50  which  came  in  this  morning,  Ariadne ,  Chal¬ 
lenger,  and  some  ten  others  of  inferior  ratings,  all  screw  ships.  The 
French  force  is  less,  but  the  screw  line  of-battle  ship  Massena  at  the 
head  of  them.  The  Spanish  force  is  less  in  numbers  and  of  smaller 
vessels. 

As  you  will  have  learned  from  other  sources,  the  harmony  of  the 
united  forces  is  not  of  the  most  earnest  character;  the  English  are  dis¬ 
gusted,  and  if  my  information  as  above  be  accurate  are  about  to  with¬ 
draw  the  principal  naval  forces. 

The  climate  begins  to  tell  upon  the  strangers.  The  Spanish  force 
has  been  already  reduced  by  sickness  and  death  bordering  upon  2,000 
men;  the  French  land  forces  are  not  healthy;  the  English  do  better, 
but  their  sick  list  is  already  large,  and  two  seamen  have  died  in  the 
last  two  days  from  yellow  fever. 

I  shall  write  by  the  British  mail  steamer  via  Havana,  expected  to 
arrive  here  on  the  26th,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[L.  M.  Powell,] 
Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fy  tinge,  U.  S.Nfavy,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp ,  of  extended  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S. 
Sumter. 

U.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp, 

St.  Thomas ,  February  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  of  the  touching  at  this  port  of 
the  ship  under  my  command,  after  procuring  her  water  at  Prince  Rupert 
Bay,  Dominica.  The  Shepherd  Knapp  has  now  a  supply  for  the  rest  of 
her  cruise.  I  have  made  the  entire  circuit  of  the  West  India  Isles 
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three  several  times,  going  as  far  to  eastward  as  the  Leeward  Islands, 
as  far  to  the  westward  as  Abaco  nearly,  and  nearly  as  far  north  as 
Bermuda.  No  other  ship  or  steamer  has  cruised  the  same  distance  and 
kept  so  continually  in  the  waters  of  the  Sumter.  I  have  used  every 
effort  to  fall  in  with  the  pirate  and  hope  to  take  him  yet,  for  I  feel 
assured  he  will  return  to  this  station  if  he  escapes  from  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  I  advised  you  by  letter,  duplicated  to  Captain  Fox,  two 
months  since  that  he  would  reach  the  Mediterranean  and  the  late  news 
gives  a  verification  to  my  belief.  I  wish,  earnestly  wish,  that  I  might 
have  received  orders  to  have  pursued  him  there,  and  called  at  the 
consulate  here  hoping  to  have  dispatches  warranting  my  wish.  I  have 
waited  the  last  few  days  the  arrival  of  the  mail  steamer  here,  but  she 
is  behind  time,  and  upon  consultation  with  my  senior  officers  here, 
Captain  DeCamp  and  Captain  Frailey,  in  the  Iroquois  and  Quaker 
City ,  I  have  determined  to  proceed  at  once  to  sea  to  cruise  as  hereto¬ 
fore. 

The  Shepherd  Knapp  was  to  day  inspected  by  the  above-named  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  pronounced  her  thoroughly  efficient  and  her  batteries  in 
fine  condition.  I  have  labored  hard  day  and  night  to  make  her  a  per¬ 
fect  ship  and  I  am  happy  to  state  I  am  fully  repaid  by  the  compliments 
of  my  senior  officers. 

For  the  last  hundred  and  ten  days  I  have  spoken,  boarded,  examined, 
and  searched  every  vessel  I  have  seen,  giving  aid,  comfort,  and  convoy 
to  loyal  ships,  and  narrowly  watching  all  of  doubtful  character,  and  L 
assure  you  I  prefer  to  die  at  my  guns  rather  than  return  while  my 
country  is  in  danger.  If  any  vessels  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Mediterranean 
after  the  pirate  will  not  the  Department  honor  me  by  their  order  to 
still  further  pursue  the  traitor? 

I  am  exceedingly  familiar  with  the  Mediterranean,  having  been  in 
that  sea  constantly  for  eight  years;  and  speaking  all  the  foreign  lan¬ 
guages,  together  with  my  knowledge  of  all  the  principal  people  of  every 
city  from  Gibraltar  to  Trieste,  would  give  me  signal  advantages  which 
might  redound  to  my  success  in  sighting  and  engaging  the  Sumter  or 
other  privateers  in  that  sea. 

I  hope  the  Department  will  nol  think  me  de  trop  in  thus  urging  a 
claim  for  distinction,  but  I  am  ready  at  any  moment  to  sacrifice  my  life 
to  sustain  my  country’s  honor,  and  1  earnestly  hope  I  may  be  awarded 
any  post  of  danger  worthy  an  honest  seaman’s  life.  I  shall  cruise  to 
the  eastward  for  a  month,  and  then,  agreeable  to  order  received  from 
Captain  DeCamp,  after  having  looked  in  at  ports  of  Basse  Terre, 
Guadeloupe,  and  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  without  anchoring,  will  return, 
touching  here  for  reply  and  further  instructions  from  your  honorable 
body.  My  ship  was  provisioned  for  six  months;  we  have  nearly  three 
months’  on  board.  Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

I  beg  the  Department  to  dispatch  orders  for  this  ship  forthwith  to 
St.  Thomas,  and  I  will  send  in  my  boat  for  the  same  in  about  thirty  or 
forty  days. 

The  European  news  is  embarrassing  and  I  urgently  beg  further 
instructions  from  my  Government,  and  trusting  that  a  kind  Provi¬ 
dence  may  watch  over  and  protect  my  country, 

1  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

Henry  S.  Eytinge, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ship  Shepherd  Knapp. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Seizure  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall  at  Tangier ,  Morocco ,  February  19, 

1862. 


Report  of  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  relative  to  arrest  at 
Tangier,  by  the  U.  S.  consul,  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall,  and  their  subsequent  disposition. 


U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algeciras,  March  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  on  the  22d  of  February, 
I  received  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Tangier,  James  DeLong,  esq.,  a 
notification  that  he  had  apprehended  at  that  place  Mr.  Tunstall,  late 
U.  S.  consul  at  Cadiz,  and  a  Mr.  Myers,  the  purser  of  the  pirate  Sum¬ 
ter ,  lying  at  Gibraltar;  he  stated  that  these  persons  were  on  their  way 
to  Cadiz  to  purchase  coal  for  the  Sumter. 

On  investigating  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  I  was  satisfied  that 
Mr.  DeLong  had  authority  to  arrest  these  persons;  the  governor  of 
Tangier  furnished  him  with  a  guard,  and  thus  recognized  the  power  of 
the  consul.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  relax  my  watch  on  the  Sumter, 
but  on  the  arrival  here  on  the  25tli  of  the  Ino,  I  ordered  that  vessel  to 
Tangier  to  take  on  board  the  prisoners  and  bring  them  to  this  place. 
The  Ino ,  having  performed  this  service,  returned  here  on  the  27th. 

I  communicated  to  the  governor  of  this  town  the  fact  of  the  presence 
of  the  ship  in  these  waters,  with  prisoners  on  board;  and  also  that,  to 
avoid  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  I  had 
ordered  the  Ino  to  sea. 

My  orders  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Creesy  were  to  cruise 
in  the  vicinity  until  he  should  fall  in  with  a  homeward-bound  vessel,  on 
board  of  which  he  is  directed  to  place  the  prisoners,  for  passage  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  surrendered  to  the  proper  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 


T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander . 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  IJ.  S.  consul  at  Tangier  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Tuscarora,  announcing  arrest  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tangier ,  February  21, 1862. 

Sir:  Have  learned  that  two  secessionists  landed  here  yesterday 
from  a  merchant  French  steamer,  Ville  de  Malaga ,  proceeding  from 
Gibraltar  on  their  route  to  Cadiz.  One  of  them  I  am  informed,  from 
undoubted  authority,  is  a  lieutenant  of  the  pirate  Sumter;  the  other, 
Mr.  Tunstall,  has  been  acting  as  U.  S.  consul  at  Cadiz  up  to  some  time 
last  summer,  both  of  whom  are  commissioned  to  purchase  coal  at  Cadiz 
to  supply  the  Sumter ,  by  her  captain. 

This  state  of  facts  being  presented  to  me,  together  with  other  relia¬ 
ble  information  in  reference  to  the  disloyalty  of  these  men  to  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government,  induced  me  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  their 
arrest,  which  I  have  done,  and  they  are  now  held  as  prisoners  in  the  U. 
S.  consulate  at  this  place.  I  now  make  the  request  that  you  come 
here  at  your  earliest  convenience  possible,  so  that  I  may  deliver  the  said 
Tunstall  and  Lieutenant  John  Smith,  alias  H.  Myers,  into  your  custody, 
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to  be  conveyed  by  you  totbe  United  States  on  your  return,  and  on  your 
arrival  there  to  be  placed  by  you  under  the  proper  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law,  and  this  shall  be  your  warrant  for  so  doing. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  U.  S.  consulate  at  Tangier, 
Morocco,  aforesaid,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

[seal.]  James  De  Long, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  op  the  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Tuscarora. 


Letter  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Tangier  to  Captain  Craven,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Tuscarora,  relative  to  prisoners  Myers  and  Tunstall,  and  asking  for  Federal  man-of-war 

in  bay. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Tangier ,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  been  expecting  you  daily  since  the  20th  instant,  but 
suppose  you  can  not  leave  the  Sumter.  I  have  the  united  good  will  of 
the  British  minister  here  and  all  the  consular  corps,  as  well  as  the 
Moorish  authorities.  The  first  parties  named  are,  of  course,  strictly 
neutral,  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  very  unpleasantly  situated.  My 
guards  are  all  Moors  and  the  prisoners  have  tried  several  times  to 
bribe  them.  First,  they  offered  a  valuable  gold  watch  and  $100  in 
gold.  This  is  very  tempting  to  semi-barbarians.  They  finally  offered 
to  secure  to  them  $5,000  to  assist  them  in  making  their  escape.  I  had 
to  put  them  in  irons,  and  Myers  got  a  case  knife  and  sawed  off  the 
rivets,  and  got  the  irons  off  and  jumped  out  of  the  second  story  of  the 
consulate,  but  fortunately  iuto  the  consulate  lot.  He  then  got  over 
the  wall  into  the  house  of  a  Moor  and  was  again  arrested  and  taken 
back  to  his  room,  and  the  number  of  guards  increased. 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  bitter  feeling  against  you  and  myself  in 
Gibraltar;  against  me  for  what  I  have  done  in  this  matter,  and  against 
you  for  some  remarks  you  seem  to  have  made.  I  have  never  had  the 
honor  to  know  you,  but  you  will  please  excuse  me  for  advising  you  to 
keep  cool  and  calm  and  give  no  offense  to  anyone;  it  is  hard  to  do  so, 
for  the  English,  a  great  many  of  them,  are  extremely  insulting  to  the 
Federals,  and  are  nearly  all  on  the  side  of  the  rebels.  I  am  informed 
that  a  Federal  man-of-war  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  19th  instant,  and  if 
you  can  not  come  after  these  men,  will  you  dome  the  favor  to  telegraph 
to  the  captain  of  that  man-of-war  to  come  here  immediately.  It  may 
be  that  the  rebel  portion  of  Europeans  might  combine  with  the  Moors 
to  raise  a  mob  and  try  to  have  these  men  released.  The  captain  of  the 
Sumter  is  trying  to  get  up  a  feeling  in  his  favor  for  that  purpose  in 
Gibraltar,  so  by  all  means  these  persons  should  be  placed  on  board  of 
a  Federal  man-of-war  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  trust  you  will  consider 
the  very  disagreeable  position  I  am  in  and  release  me  as  soon  as 
possible.  Myers  is  a  desperate  man.  He  was  commissioned  in  the 
Federal  Navy  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1854,  as  paymaster  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  About 
this  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt;  I  found  out  his  name  and  his 
residence  through  Tunstall,  and  then  referred  to  the  U.  S.  Navy 
Register,  on  page  46,  for  the  year  1861,  and  find  Henry  Myers  as 
paymaster,  etc.,  as  above  stated. 
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Excuse  any  mistake  in  my  letter,  as  I  write  in  great  haste  to  get  it 
ready  for  the  boat  about  to  leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  DeLong, 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  of  the  Tuscarora. 

P.  S. — I  learned  last  evening  that  there  is  a  secret  movement  on 
foot.  The  captain  of  the  Sumter  is  making  many  false  representations 
to  accomplish  some  deep  plot.  I  want  the  presence  of  a  Federal 
man-of-war  in  the  bay. 

J.  DeL. 


Order  from  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  to  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Creesy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino,  to  receive  Confederate  prisoners 
Myers  and  Tunstall. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algecir as,  February  25 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Ino  under  your  command  to  Tan¬ 
gier.  On  reaching  that  place  you  will  confer  with  the  U.  S.  consul,  Jas. 
DeLong,  with  reference  to  the  two  rebel  prisoners  held  by  him,  and 
deliver  to  him  the  accompanying  letter.  The  consul  will  deliver  to  you 
the  prisoners,  whom  you  will  receive  on  board  and  bring  to  this  place 
for  further  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy,  TJ.  S.Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino,  relative 
to  arrest  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall  at  Tangier,  and  subsequent  disposition  of  prisoners. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino,  April  12 , 1862. 

Sir  :  The  above  communication*  must  have  been  received  by  Captain 
Craven  the  next  day  (21st)  [22d],  and  on  the  22d  Captain  Craven  sent 
telegram  to  Mr.  Eggleston  at  Cadiz  asking  why  the  Ino  did  not  come 
up.  The  consul,  Mr.  Eggleston,  returned  answer,  “The  Ino  is  a  sail¬ 
ing  ship,  and  will  leave  the  first  wind.”  The  next  morning  the  Ino 
sailed,  andarrivedup  at3  a.  m.  of  the24th,  twenty -onehours from  Cadiz, 
against  half  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  going  in  with  very  dark 
weather.  Burned  two  white  and  two  red  lights  and  sent  up  three 
rockets  for  the  purpose  of  getting  him  to  indicate  to  me  his  position, 
that  I  might  anchor  near  him ;  but  no  notice  was  ta  een  of  my  signals,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  find  my  way  in  in  the  dark  as  best!  could;  however,  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  anchor  quite  near  him,  and  at  daylight,  sails 
being  furled,  I  ordered  the  ship’s  numbers  hoisted,  when  he  responded 
by  hoisting  two  numbers  with  cornet  over,  and  which  l  did  not  under¬ 
stand,  consequently,  having  been  up  all  night — in  fact,  had  not  left  the 
deck  for  ten  minutes  from  the  time  of  getting  under  way  at  Cadiz — I 
went  and  turned  in,  with  the  hope  of  getting  some  sleep,  but  a  half  an 
hour  after  an  officer  was  on  board  from  the  Tuscarora.  I  got  up,  gave 
him  some  newspapers,  but  asked  no  questions  of  the  officer,  which  I 
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might  have  done  had  he  not  been  recalled  by  signal  while  selecting 
some  papers  for  him.  Alter  this  got  breakfast  and  prepared  to  go  on 
board  the  Tuscarora  and 'on  shore.  At  11  o’clock  went  on  board.  Cap¬ 
tain  Craven  met  me  on  deck  and  invited  me  below;  introduced  me  to 
his  son,  who  is,  I  believe,  his  clerk. 

After  a  few  preliminary  remarks,  he  asked  me  if  I  had  brought  my 
papers  with  me.  I  replied  I  brought  none,  when  he  intimated  I  ought 
to  have  done  so.  Told  him  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  I  might  have  done 
so,  but  did  not  feel  that  there  was  any  obligation  about  it,  as  my 
instructions  were  specific;  still  I  had  no  objection  to  his  seeing  them. 
“  Why,”  said  he,  “  I  could  send  you  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  if  I  chose.” 
“  Well,”  said  I,  “perhaps  that  is  so.”  Hot  wishing  to  argue  any  point 
with  him,  turned  the  conversation  by  asking  what  signal  it  was  that 
he  had  made  in  the  morning.  He  replied,  “  I  do  not  know,  as  I  have 
no  books.”  This  struck  me  as  being  very  strange,  his  having  the  sig¬ 
nals  and  not  the  books;  however,  I  made  no  further  allusion  to  it,  but 
dropped  the  subject,  when  he  commenced  conversation  by  informing 
me  that  he  had  sent  a  telegram  to  Mr.  Eggleston  (to  have  me  remain 
at  Cadiz)  yesterday,  23d.  Told  him  [I]  should  not  have  been  satisfied 
short  of  a  sight  of  the  /Slimier.  He  said  he  was  very  sorry  I  came  up, 
as  he  did  not  want  those  of  that  vessel  to  see  the  ship. 

Ho  allusion  was  made  to  the  prisoners  at  Tangier  during  this  inter¬ 
view.  (Wind  from  eastward,  and  liable  to  change  at  any  moment,  when 
I  could  not  have  gone  to  Tangier  with  westerly  wind.)  This  was  the 
sum  and  substance  of  the  same.  I  next  went  on  shore;  was  met  by 
Mr.  Robert  Foreman,  acting  as  the  vice-consul,  who  introduced  himself 
to  me  as  the  “vice-consul.”  As  such,  I  requested  that  he  should  go 
with  and  present  me  to  the  governor.  He  did  so,  and  I  had  a  very 
agreeable  interview,  after  which  he  accompanied  me  on  board  the 
admiral’s  ship  to  make  my  respects  to  him,  and  here,  too,  1  was  received 
with  the  greatest  kindness  and  consideration.  This  over,  I  returned 
to  my  ship,  and  found  no  time  to  put  foot  upon  the  soil  of  Algeciras 
afterwards.  The  next  day,  at  about  3  o’clock  p.  m.,  Captain  Craven 
made  his  first  call  on  board  the  Ino.  I  received  him  kindly  and  had  a 
pleasant  interview,  in  the  course  of  which  asked  what  it  was  about  two 
prisoners  said  to  have  been  arrested  by  the  consul  at  Tangier.  He 
looked  enquiringly  at  me,  and  made  some  apparently  evasive  remark, 
such  as,  “  I  believe  there  were  two  men  arrested  there.”  I  said  to  him 
that  I  inferred  from  bis  dispatch  (of  the  22d  to  Mr.  Eggleston)  that  it 
was  important  I  should  be  here,  otherwise  should  have  stopped  there 
on  my  way  up.  (Here  I  would  ask  why  he  did  not  advise  my  doing  soon 
my  way  up,  when  asking  why  the  Ino  did  not  come  up,  and  why  should 
lie  telegraph  to  Mr.  Eggleston  on  the  23d  to  have  me  remain  at  Cadiz? 
The  reason  given  by  him  for  this  move  and  herein  expressed  would 
hardly  appear  to  be  sufficient,  under  the  circumstances.)  Had  I  been 
passing  through  the  straits  in  the  daytime,  should  have  called  there 
upon  the  information  I  had  already  obtained  by  rumor  at  Cadiz.  At 
this  point  the  conversation  changed  by  his -asking  how  much  provision 
I  had  on  board.  I  informed  him  I  had  three  or  four  months’ provisions, 
when  he  said  he  had  only  sufficient  for  a  fortnight,  and  talked  in  such 
a  way  as  to  leave  me  with  the  impression  that  he  wished  me  to  negoti¬ 
ate  for  provisions  for  him,  as  he  was  not  allowed  to  even  send  his  boat  to 
Gibraltar,  owing  to  his  having  made  himself  obnoxious,  as  he  had 
informed  me  verbally,  by  threatening  under  cer  tain  circumstances  (cir¬ 
cumstances  not  explained)  to  fire  into  one  of  their  men-of-war  and  let 
the  Government  settle  it  afterwards.  About  this  time  Captain  Craven 
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returned  to  his  ship  and  was  back  again  before  4  o’clock  with  letter  of 
instructions,  No.  2*  of  this  correspondence,  and  a  letter  to  James  De- 
Long,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Tangier,  Morocco,  copy  of  which  has  been 
forwarded  the  Department. 

On  receipt  of  these  documents,  Captain  Craven  having  informed  me 
that  he  had  a  mission  of  diplomacy  to  send  me  upon,  I  informed  him  I 
was  most  happy  in  the  prospect  of  making  myself  useful,  and  should 
proceed  to  sea  the  moment  there  was  sufficient  wind  to  get  underway. 
Made  all  preparations,  hove  short,  and  set  all  sail.  Previous  to  this, 
however,  received  an  anchor  from  the  Tuscarora,  which  came  alongside 
while  preparing  to  leave.  Got  underway  at  dark,  but  wind  failing, 
anchored  in  a  few  moments  afterwards.  At  2:30  a.  m.  of  2Gth,  civil 
time,  light  breeze  sprung  up  fortunately  fromE.  N.  E.,  made  one  stretch 
to  the  northward,  tacked  ship,  and  proceeded  to  Tangier,  anchoring  in 
that  harbor  at  7  a.  m.,  in  10  fathoms  water,  letting  go  two  anchors  with 
50  fathoms  on  each  chain ,  wind  blowing  hard  from  the  eastward.  About 
9  a.  m.  the  health  officer  came  alongside;  took  my  bill  of  health,  saying 
I  was  at  liberty  to  go  on  shore.  About  10  o’clock  proceeded  to  the 
landing,  and  to  the  U.  S.  consulate,  accompanied  by  my  paymaster,  Mr. 
Train,  Dr.  Burge,  and  Mr.  Turner  (boat  officer),  master’s  mate.  Here 
we  met  Mr.  DeLong,  in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  and  overjoyed  at 
seeing  the  long-looked-for  relief.  Alter  relating  the  story  of  the  arrest 
of  the  pirates,  and  complaining  bitterly  of  the  omission  of  Captain 
Craven  to  notice  his  (consul’s)  letters,  Mr.  DeLong  and  myself  proceeded 

to  the  residence  of  the - ,  and  had  a  pleasant  interview  with  the 

governor.  I  informed  him  I  should  be  glad  to  exchange  the  usual 
national  civilities  with  him  in  the  way  of  a  salute.  He  requested  to 
know  at  what  hour,  and  I  appointed  1  o’clock,  to  which  he  assented,  and 
at  which  time  it  came  off,  and  then  allusion  was  made  to  the  object  of 
my  visit.  On  being  made  acquainted  with  it  he  offered  no  objection, 
but  seemed  to  acquiesce  in  the  movement. 

After  alluding  to  the  efforts  made,  and  protests  against  such  pro¬ 
ceedings  by  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  and  his  emissaries,  feeling  that 
all  was  right,  we  returned  to  the  consulate,  where,  in  a  very  short  time, 
an  immense  gathering  of  people  had  surrounded  the  consulate  build¬ 
ings,  and  the  first  notice  of  it  was  the  calling  out  of  Mr.  DeLong  by 
one  of  his  servants.  A  minute  or  two  only  had  elapsed  when  Mr. 
DeLong  returned,  exclaiming:  “For  God’s  sake,  gentlemen,  what  shall 
we  do  ;  there  is  a  mob  surrounding  the  building  to  prevent  the  prison¬ 
ers  being  removed.”  At  this,  a  voluntary  move  was  made  by  all  to  rush 
to  the  door  and  see  what  was  up.  On  reaching  the  same  Mr.  DeLong, 
my  officers,  and  self  made  our  way  into  the  court  leading  to  the  con¬ 
sulate,  causing  the  mob  to  fall  back,  the  same  being  very  clamorous  for 
the  liberation  of  the  two  prisoners.  Some  of  them,  and  one  in  particu¬ 
lar,  who  spoke  English  fluently  and  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  mob,  called  loudly  for  the  captain.  On  being  informed 
who  that  person  was,  he  addressed  himself  to  me  in  a  very  boisterous 
manner,  saying  there  were  200  men  present  ready  to  sign  a  paper  that 
those  prisoners  should  not  be  taken  away  from  Tangier.  I  informed 
them  that  they  would  go,  nevertheless.  “  Libertad  ”  seemed  to  be  the 
watchword  with  them.  We  then  returned  to  the  consulate,  where  I 
wrote  a  note  and  sent  on  board  for  30  men,  to  be  accompanied  by  my 
first  and  second  officers,  and  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses, 
bringing  at  the  same  time  a  sufficient  number  of  pistols  for  the  use  of 
those  already  oil  shore. 
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This  over,  the  men  and  officers  came  on  shore,  when  soon  a  report  came 
that  they  had  all  been  shut  up  in  the  custom-house.  Upon  receipt 
of  this  information  I  at  once  proposed  to  go  again  to  the  governor’s, 
and  demand  that  they  should  be  immediately  released  and  allowed  to 
proceed  to  the  consulate,  etc.  Consequently  the  consul,  myself,  Mr. 
Train,  and  Dr.  Burge  went  through  the  greatest  crowd  of  rabble 
that  in  all  probability  ever  congregated  in  the  streets  of  Tangier  to  the 
governor’s,  which,  after  a  long  interview,  and  Mr.  De  Long  informing  him 
that  he  should  haul  down  his  flag  and  leave  the  Moorish  dominions, 
was  complied  with  [sic].  The  governor  acquiesced,  and  sent  a  messenger 
to  allow  them  to  proceed  to  the  consulate,  where  they  were  met  by  us  ou 
return  to  the  consulate.  At  this  time  I  saw  and  had  my  first  interview 
with  the  prisoners,  who  were  disposed  to  complain;  but  cutting  that 
short,  I  asked  them  if  they  were  disposed  to  go  quietly  with  me  on  board 
the  Ino.  They  desired  to  know  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  them.  I 
told  them  it  was  my  purpose  to  take  them  to  Algeciras,  when  Tunstall, 
ex-consul  at  Cadiz,  alluded  to  Captain  Craven’s  being  over  there,  and 
stated  that  he  was  a  relation  of  his.  I  then  demanded  an  answer  to 
my  question,  when  they  both  expressed  their  readiness  to  go.  I  then 
returned  to  the  audience  room,  where  my  officers,  men,  and  the  consul 
had  remained  during  my  interview  with  the  prisoners. 

Here  I  addressed  my  officers  and  men,  also  theconsul,  informing  them 
of  the  danger  and  risk  to  be  incurred  in  this  determination  I  had  come 
to  to  take  the  prisoners  at  all  hazards,  stating  to  them  we  were  engaged 
in  a  righteous  cause,  and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty;  consequently,  this  being  our  duty, 
we  will  proceed  to  perform  it,  knowing  as  I  do  that  every  man  in  this 
room  will  go  with  me  to  the  death.  At  this  three  hearty  cheers  were 
given,  every  man  manifesting  his  readiness  for  the  wmrk.  Here  Mr. 
DeLong  also  made  some  remarks  to  the  purpose,  and  which  were  well 
received,  after  w  hich  Sir  Drummond  Hay,  British  minister,  called  upon 
Mr.  DeLong,  apparently  to  discourage  his  action  in  the  matter  of  send¬ 
ing  these  men  away  (the  prisoners),  but  as  Mr.  DeLong  has  probably 
communicated  to  the  Department  the  object  of  his  visit,  it  is  useless  for 
me  to  make  further  comment.  At  about  5:30  p.  m.  the  prisoners  were 
taken,  each  carried  by  two  men.  Officers  and  men  formed  in  line,  double 
file,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing,  the  multitude  falling  back  at  our 
approach.  No  attempt  was  made  to  rescue  them  after  leaving  the  con¬ 
sulate.  I  arrived  safely  on  board  the  ship,  Mr.  DeLong  having  accom¬ 
panied  me  on  board,  where  he  remained  until  9  o’clock  p.  m.,  and 
returned  home,  expecting  to  see  me  in  the  morning,  as  I  had  prom¬ 
ised  him  I  should  expect  him  off  so  as  to  give  him  the  accustomed 
salute. 

It  was  calm  at  this  time,  but  at  midnight  a  light  breeze  springing  up 
off  the  land,  and  having  some  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  remaining, 
concluded  it  best  to  depart.  Accordingly  got  underway  at  midnight  and 
proceeded  to  Algeciras,  where  I  anchored  at  5  o’clock  a.  in.,  having  been 
absent  twenty-six  hours.  In  coming  to  in  this  place,  I  was  unfortunate 
in  giving  some  of  the  Spanish  vessels  a  foul  berth,  from  which  was 
enabled  to  extricate  her  without  the  aid  of  steam.  It  was  blowing 
fresh  throughout  the  day,  which  prevented  the  ship  from  swinging  and 
from  colliding  with  one  of  the  steamers.  Notwithstanding  my  men 
were  nearly  worn  out  from  real  hard  work  and  want  of  sleep,  they  were 
obliged  to  be  on  deck  the  most  of  the  day  heaving  in  chain  and  paying, 
as  occasion  required,  to  prevent  trouble  and  damage;  weather  rainy. 
Having  anchored  at  5  o’clock  I  received  before  10  my  second  communi- 
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cation  (No.  3)  from  Captain  Craven,  which  was  replied  to  by  mine  (No. 
3),  to  which  I  refer  you,  the  same  being  sent  to  him  by  his  messenger, 
the  bearer  of  No.  4  to  me. 

On  receipt  of  my  No.  3,  no  notice  having  been  taken  of  his  No.  4,  he 
called  to  see  me,  and  his  object  appeared  to  be  to  ascertain  what  1 
intended  to  do  with  the  prisoners.  I  informed  him  that  I  intended  to 
cruise  near  the  rock  till  falling  in  with  some  American  ship  to  send 
them  home  by,  after  which  should  convoy  her  to  9°  west  and  return  to 
this  vicinity.  He  seemed  a  little  excited,  but  no  unpleasant  words 
passed  between  us. 

The  above  was  the  substance  of  this  interview.  1  had  expected  the 
wind  would  moderate  toward  sundown,  at  w'hicli  time  I  intended  to 
get  underway  and  had  run  a  hawser  to  the  Spanish  frigate  ahead  of 
me  to  assist  me  in  doing  so.  I  had  by  this  time  got  one  anchor  and 
had  hove  in  to  the  30-fathom  shackle  on  the  other  chain  by  which  was 
holding  on,  when  I  set  the  topsails;  but  instead  of  moderating  it  was 
increasing,  consequently,  was  very  anxious,  fearing  a  gale  of  wind, 
which  might  result  in  great  damage  to  the  /no,  one  of  the  Spanish 
steamers,  and  the  loss  of  my  prisoners.  These  circumstances  induced 
me  to  apply  to  Captain  Craven  to  tow  my  ship  into  safety,  when  I 
could  get  to  sea.  Having  sent  No.  5  note,  and  getting  No.  5,  declining 
to  assist  me  before  morning,  was  induced  to  send  note  No.  6,  at  10 
o’clock  p.  m.,  when  he  returned  answer  saying  he  would  help  me  in  the 
morning;  also  that  1  might  have  got  underway  at  any  time  during  the 
day,  and,  therefore,  he  was  not  responsible  for  the  delay,  and  took  no 
notice  of  my  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  safety  of  the  ship,  which  came  as 
near  being  destroyed  as  she  could  be  and  yet  miss  it.  After  receiving 
this  last  refusal  I  then  sent  a  note  to  the  captain  of  the  Spanish 
frigate,  to  which  vessel  I  was  then  fast  by  a  hawser.  He  immediately 
had  his  own  boat  manned  with  20  men,  took  my  officer  with  him,  and 
went  to  the  admiral’s  ship  to  see  if  he  would  be  allowed  to  do  so.  I 
refer  you  to  the  note  of  the  admiral.  During  the  absence  of  the  boat 
it  came  to  blow  a  very  heavy  gale,  during  which  the  ship  broke  adrift 
(topsail  furled  at  this  time),  the  second  anchor  let  go,  and  when  she 
brought  up  she  swung  to  the  wind,  clearing  another  man-of-war 
steamer  by  not  more  than  a  foot  space  between  the  Jno’s  spanker  boom 
and  the  steamer’s  bow,  and  only  about  25  or  30  feet  between  the  vesseis, 
as  they  lay  head  to  the  wind.  My  boat  was  unable  to  get  back  before 
half  past  2  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

At  daylight  the  commodore  or  admiral  sent  to  know  if  he  could 
assist  me,  when  I  informed  him  I  would  be  glad  of  assistance  if  he 
could  send  me  some  men  to  assist  in  getting  my  anchors.  At  this  time 
wind  had  abated  very  much.  They  sent  60  men  on  board  to  heave 
in  my  chains,  but  after  awhile  they  gave  that  up,  returned  to  the 
steamer,  got  up  steam,  and  moved  out  of  my  way.  The  steamer  which 
was  lying  the  other  side  of  me  was  also  ordered  to  do  the  same  thing. 
Tiiis  gave  me  all  the  chance  I  wanted  for  getting  away,  and  I  never 
shall  forget  or  cease  to  feel  thankful  for  the  kindness  they  manifested 
toward  mein  givingthistimely  aid.  Notwithstanding  Captain  Craven’s 
assertion  that  he  would  help  me  in  the  morning,  he  did  not  offer  to  do 
so;  in  fact,  he  never  came  or  sent  to  see  if  he  could  aid  me,  but  when 
nearly  underway  he  sent  his  last  communication,  of  which  I  took  no 
notice,  but  proceeded  to  sea,  with  everybody  pretty  well  used  up. 
Cruised  to  the  eastward  of  the  rock  for  live  days,  with  wind  from  the 
westward.  On  5th  March,  with  wind  to  the  eastward,  proceeded 
through  the  straits;  called  off  Cadiz  to  forward  dispatches,  feeling 
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doubtful  of  those  sent  from  Algeciras  ever  reaching  their  intended 
destination. 

Ofi  Cadiz  fell  in  with  the  Harvest  Home ,  put  my  prisoners  on  board, 
and  accompanied  her  down  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  then  returned  to 
Cadiz  on  the  8th.  Left  thereon  the  11th,  and  anchored  at  Tangier  on 
the  12th.  Found  Mr.  DeLong,  apparently  a  little  annoyed  at  my 
apparent  abrupt  departure  when  leaving  with  the  prisoners;  but  on 
explaining  the  importance  of  the  move,  he  appeared  to  be  quite  satis¬ 
fied.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  received  no  letters  from  me  in 
explanation  of  my  leaving.  This  I  was  fearful  of  that  my  letters  would 
not  reach  him,  but  on  showing  him  copies  of  the  letters  I  had  sent  him 
from  Algeciras  (including  Captain  Craven’s  letters  to  me),  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  I  had  acted  wisely  in  leaving  as  I  did.  He  stated  that  if 
Captain  Craven  came  within  his  jurisdiction  he  would  arrest  and  send 
him  home.  During  my  absence  from  Tangier  he  was  over  to  Algeciras, 
and  returned  to  the  same  place  with  me  on  the  13th  instant. 

When  reaching  Algeciras,  I  found  the  Kearsarge ,  Captain  Pickering, 
very  desirous  that  I  should  proceed  to  Palermo  in  search  of  two 
steamers,  the  Oreto  and  Bermuda ,  reported  to  be  bound  to  that  place 
to  fit  away  as  privateers;  consequently,  feeling  that  the  Sumter  could 
not  possibly  get  away  from  Gibraltar,  and  that  the  Department  would 
approve  of  this  course,  I  gladly  assented,  and  left  the  following  day 
for  said  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Josiaii  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Ino. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  charge  d’affaires  at  Madrid  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  relative  to  receiving  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall  on  board  of  Tuscarora. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid ,  February  36,  1862. 

Captain:  After  welcoming  you  to  this  coast,  where  the  presence  of 
the  privateer  Sumter  has  long  called  for  the  attention  of  our  Navy,  I 
beg  to  say  that  Mr.  Sprague,  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  and  consular 
agent  for  Algeciras,  has  reported  to  me  the  arrest,  by  U.  S.  Consul 
DeLong,  at  Tangier,  of  a  person  calling  himself  a  lieutenant  of  the 
Sumter ,  in  company  with  Mr.  Tunstall,  late  U.  S.  consul  at  Cadiz,  who 
was  deprived  of  his  consulate  for  alleged  infidelity  to  the  Government 
he  was  serving.  In  reference  to  this  case  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform 
you  that  I  do  not  regard  the  proceeding  alluded  to  in  the  way  it 
seems  to  have  struck  Mr.  Sprague,  according  to  his  communication  to 
you  of  19th  instant. 

The  rules  of  neutrality  vary  in  different  states,  and  especially  the 
rules  which  obtain  among  civilized  nations  are  not  applicable  to  the 
Mohammedan  or  semi-barbarous  powers.  Consuls  enjoy  in  Morocco  an 
almost  absolute  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  their  fellow-citizens  or 
subjects,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  local  jurisdiction  of  the  town  or  that  of 
the  Emperor.  Mr.  DeLong  therefore  infringes  no  rule  of  public  law 
in  arresting  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  found  within  his  jurisdiction, 
for  the  crime  of  treason  or  for  robbery  on  the  high  seas,  any  more  than 
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if  tlie  arrest  were  for  any  other  crime,  and  I  beg  you,  if  you  can  manage 
it  without  losing  sight  of  the  Sumter  herself,  to  attend  to  Mr.  DeLong’s 
request  and  to  receive  the  persons  he  has  arrested  aboard  your  ship  as 
prisoners  to  be  taken  home  to  the  United  States  for  trial  under  our 
laws. 

A  telegram  to  the  same  effect  has  been  sent  you  to-day,  of  which 
please  find  a  copy  enclosed. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Perry, 

U.  S.  Charge  d?  Affaires. 

Captain  Craven, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  Steam  Corvette  Tuscarora ,  at  Algeciras 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Ino,  relative  to 
disposing  of  prisoners  Myers  and  Tunstall,  and  enclosing  correspondence  relating  thereto. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Algeciras  Roads,  February  27,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  with  this  please  find  accompanying  documents,  which 
will  explain  the  object  of  my  going  to  sea  to-day.  Shall  cruise  near  the 
rock  of  Gibraltar  till  falling  in  with  an  American  ship  to  send  home  my 
prisoners,  succeeding  in  finding  which,  shall  convoy  her  through  the 
strait  as  far  as  9°  west  longitude  and  return  to  this  vicinity,  where  I 
shall  hope  to  find  the  Sumter  still  remaining;  shall  look  out  that  she 
does  not  pass  out  without  being  intercepted.  I  am  so  much  fatigued 
for  want  of  rest  and  sleep  that  I  can  not  write  you  so  fully  as  I  wish. 
Owing  to  rough  weather  had  no  opportunity  to  do  any  writing  on  my 
passage  from  Boston  to  Cadiz,  and  on  arrival  was  so  much  fatigued  as 
to  be  unable  to  give  my  mind  to  it.  After  getting  clear  of  my  prisoners, 
or  previous  to  that,  I  may  have  an  opportunity  to  finish  up  to  date  of 
my  next. 

I  regret  to  say  that  in  coming  to  in  this  road  I  lost  an  anchor  and  15 
fathoms  of  chain  in  11  fathoms  of  water.  The  place  where  lost  was 
buoyed,  and  Captain  Craven  has  volunteered  to  get  it  for  me.  This  was 
when  I  left  for  Tangier;  but  while  away  the  weather  was  bad  and  he 
could  not  get  it,  but  says  he  will  do  so  after  I  leave.  I  obtained  from 
him  another  anchor  and  receipted  for  same.  I  left  my  boat  davits  to 
be  straightened  at  Algeciras  when  leaving  for  Tangier,  but  to-day  I 
learn  they  have  not  as  yet  been  sent  from  the  Tuscarora  to  the  smith’s. 
Captain  Craven  says  to-day  he  will  have  it  attended  to.  My  boat  lost 
on  passage  out  I  have  not  replaced,  nor  other  damage  sustained  have 
I  had  replaced.  Perhaps  the  whole,  anchor  and  chain  exclusive,  will 
not  amount  to  more  than  $200. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  having  no  specie  on  board. 
That  which  was  promised  by  the  paymaster  at  Boston  navy  yard  did 
not  come,  but  Treasury  notes  were  substituted  for  the  same.  This  I 
did  not  know  till  about  leaving  the  pilot,  at  which  time  I  wrote  to  Com¬ 
modore  Hudson  requesting  him  to  notify  the  Department,  that  I  may 
be  placed  with  credit  to  supply  my  wants  at  Cadiz,  and  feeling  I  may 
be  in  this  vicinity  some  time  I  should  be  glad  to  be  relieved  by  draft  on 
Cadiz  or  at  Algeciras  or  at  Gibraltar.  Either  of  the  consuls  would  be 
able  to  communicate  with  me  at  intervals  and  signify  that  I  should  be 
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;it  liberty  to  draw  when  in  possession  of  the  necessary  credit  without 
more  time. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  faithful  servant, 

•JOSIAH  P.  CrEESY, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  United  States  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


[U.  S.  S.]  TusCARORA,  February  27,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  If  you  have  not  yet  sent  the  pirates  on  shore  I  would  like 
to  see  you  on  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commanding. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Creesy, 

U.  S.  Ship  lno. 


[Endorsement.] 


Commander  Craven  came  to  see  me. 


J.  P.  C. 


IT.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algeciras,  February  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  On  examination  into  the  laws  of  neutrality  I  find  we  have  no 
right  to  detain  prisoners  in  the  port  of  a  neutral;. the  alternative  is 
presented  of  going  to  sea  or  releasing  the  prisoners  and  sending  them 
on  shore.  Under  such  circumstances,  you  will  therefore  release  the 
rebel  prisoners  you  have  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven. 

Commander. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Creesy. 


U.  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Off  A  Igeciras,  February  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  above  date,  and  note  its  con¬ 
tents.  Without  further  comments  than  to  say  I  positively  decline  to 
give  these  men  up,  and  in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  having  no  other 
alternative,  shall  proceed  to  sea  immediately,  where  I  can  carry  out  my 
instructions  quite  as  much  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  as  to  be 
lying  here. 

Meantime  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  T.  Augs.  Craven, 

U.  S.  Ship  Tuscarora. 
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[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  February  27, 1862—12:25  p.  m. 

(Received  Algeciras,  1 : 15  p.  m.) 

Pray  take  tlie  Tangier  prisoners  in  custody  aboard  your  ship,  if  it  can 
be  done  without  losing  sight  of  the  Sumter.  Letter  to-day. 

Horatio  J.  Perry, 

Charge  <P Affaires. 

Captain  Craven, 

Onboard  Steamer  Tuscarora. 


Report  of  Commander  Piclcering ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Kearsarge ,  relative  to  cruise  from  Portsmouth ,  N.  R.,  and  that  the  C.  S. 

S.  Sumter  was  last  heard  of  at  Gibraltar. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Madeira,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  at  this 
port  to-day  at  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  with  67|-  tons  coal  in  her  bunkers,  after 
a  rough  and  boisterous  passage  of  seventeen  days  and  three  hours  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  having  been  seven  days  and  eight  hours  under 
steam. 

Before  leaving  Portsmouth  I  was  directed  per  telegraph  to  touch  at 
the  Western  Islands,  and  it  was  my  intention,  though  against  my  judg¬ 
ment,  to  have  obeyed  the  order  literally,  and  to  have  touched  at  Fayal, 
but  after  the  loss  of  my  boats,  as  stated  below,  and  the  necessity  of 
relieving  myself  of  the  launch,  which  encumbers  my  forward  pivot  gun, 
I  determined  to  run  for  this  port,  where  I  shall  leave  the  boat  and  pick 
her  up  on  my  return  westward. 

I  learn  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  this  place  that  the  Sumter  has  left 
Cadiz  and  was  last  heard  of  at  Gibraltar,  which  port  she  was  ordered 
to  leave  within  twenty  four  hours.  I  shall  lose  no  time  here  further 
than  is  necessary  to  water  and  coal,  though  I  much  fear,  from  the 
engineer’s  report  (respectfully  enclosed)  that  the  machinery  will  unavoid¬ 
ably  detain  me  two  or  three  days  longer,  in  which  case  I  shall  repair 
and  extend  hammock  nettings,  and  replace  the  head  fixtures,  etc.,  the 
want  of  which  is  a  serious  inconvenience  to  the  crew. 

I  wish  1  could  make  a  favorable  report  of  the  vessel,  but  am  con¬ 
strained  to  say  that  with  her  present  weight  of  armament  she  is  only 
adapted  to  river  and  harbo  defense.  Her  bulwarks  and  combings  of 
hatches  are  so  extremely  low,  and  she  rolls  so  deeply,  as  to  force  the 
necessity  of  batteuiugdown  the  hatches  even  in  moderate  gales.  During 
the  passage  there  has  not  been  a  day  in  which  it  would  have  been  at 
all  safe  to  cast  loose  the  pivot  guns. 

On  the  third  day  out  my  waist  boats  were  driven  from  their  fasten¬ 
ings  and  the  weight  brought  upon  the  davits  which,  being  inadequate 
in  strength,  were  doubled  up  like  so  many  priming  wires.  The  lee 
boat,  containing  the  dinghey,  was  swept  from  the  ship’s  side.  The 
weather  boat,  or  launch,  after  great  exertion,  was  got  inboard  and 
secured,  though  not  until  she  was  stove.  The  straps  of  the  waist 
boats  being  secured  or  supported  by  iron  rods,  toggled  in  the  middle 
of  the  hammock  nettings,  tore  adrift  the  hammock  cloths,  and  hurled 
some  dozen  hammocks  into  the  sea.  As  no  davits  or  any  preparations 
were  made  for  carrying  the  gig,  1  was  obliged  to  leave  her  at  Ports¬ 
mouth.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  after  the  loss  of  the  first  cutter  and 


OPERATIONS  OP  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


321 


dinghey,  and  the  bilging  of  the  launch,  I  was  left  with  but  two  quarter 
boats,  and  they  so  curiously  secured  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  get 
either  into  the  water,  even  in  smooth  weather,  in  anything  short  of 
twenty  minutes. 

On  the  second  day  out,  immediately  after  getting  into  rough  water, 
I  found  my  cabin  and  stateroom  flooded  from  two  sources,  the  imper¬ 
fect  fitting  of  the  quarter  gallery  water  works  (rendering  this  con¬ 
venience  useless  during  the  passage)  and  the  flow  of  water  over  the 
rudder  head,  which  is  cut  oft'  near  a  level  of  the  water  line;  and  the 
steering  quadrant  preventing  a  sufficient  height  to  the  rudder  casing- 
renders  it  almost  hopeless  of  remedy.  In  moderate  weather  I  have  been 
obliged  to  walk  about  the  cabin  on  gratings,  and  in  rough  weather  in 
India-rubber  boots.  Notwithstanding  the  constant  bailing  of  water 
from  the  cabin  day  and  night,  it  found  its  way  into  the  wardroom  and 
endangered  the  magazines,  from  the  passage  of  which,  in  moderate 
weather,  the  water  was  bailed  out  before  it  overflowed  the  risings  at 
magazine  doors. 

It  is  hazardous  in  any  vessel,  especially  a  steamer,  and  at  this  season, 
to  be  fitted  without  spare  tiller  or  relieving  tackles.  This  vessel  has 
neither,  while  her  wheel  ropes  are  badly  fitted.  The  hammock  nettings 
are  so  shallow,  and  extend  so  short  a  distance  from  forward  aft,  that 
with  the  best  stowage  not  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  hammocks 
can  be  stowed,  leaving  some  forty  to  be  stowed  about  deck.  The  shell 
rooms  also  being  found  wanting  in  capacity  for  the  accommodation  of 
shell,  one  of  the  sail  rooms  was  diverted  from  its  object  to  meet  the 
requirements  in  the  ordnance  department,  thus  leaving  ship’s  and  boat’s 
awnings,  wind  sails,  etc.,  to  be  stowed  about  decks. 

On  the  10th  of  February  the  head  railings  and  head  fixtures  were 
washed  away,  and  hammock  nettings  stove,  which  circumstance, 
together  with  the  constant  and  suffocating  smoke  upon  the  berth  deck, 
occasioned  by  the  diminutive  diameter  of  the  galley  smoke  pipe,  has 
rendered  the  crew  exceedingly  uncomfortable  and  swelled  the  sick  list 
during  the  passage. 

The  air  ports  fore  and  aft  the  ship  leaked  badly,  in  spite  of  all  the 
screwing  that  was  safe  to  put  upon  them;  none  of  them  could  be 
removed  until  our  arrival  here,  when  it  was  found  they  were  packed 
with  satinet  instead  of  fearnaught,  and  that  furnished  in  the  ship’s 
stores  I  find  but  little  better,  being  one-third  cotton. 

The  engines  have  performed  well  during  the  passage  out,  for  new 
engines,  requiring  stoppages  only  for  keying  up  and  heated  journals. 
The  greatest  speed,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  without 
the  assistance  of  sails,  has  been  8^  miles  per  hour;  under  sail,  without 
steam,  scudding  under  close-reefed  topsails  and  propeller  disconnected, 
she  has  frequently  made  10  and  11  knots  per  hour;  “lays  to”  perfectly 
well  with  propeller  disconnected,  under  close-reefed  fore  and  maintop- 
sails  and  close-reefed  spanker,  carrying  two  spokes  lee  helm. 

1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  steamers  of  this  class  3  or  4 
feet  additional  beam  would  add  to  their  stability,  capacity,  buoyancy, 
and  efficiency,  enabling  them  to  fight  their  guns  with  safety  in  a  sea¬ 
way,  give  space  for  the  stowage  of  ammunition,  stores,  etc.  (the  want 
of  which  in  this  ship  is  a  lamentable  and  serious  evil),  and  diminish 
the  draft,  all  of  which  points  are  of  the  highest  importance. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Pickering, 

Hon.  Gideon  Weeles,  Commander, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C, 

123A - 21 
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Letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  U.  8.  ship  Ino ,  to  Commander  T.  A.  Craven,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S. 

Tuscarora ,  expressing  desire  to  cooperate  in  pursuit  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Algeciras  Loads,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Being  here  in  pursuit  of  the  pirate  Sumter ,  and  supposing  you 
to  he  on  the  same  mission,  viz,  the  capture  or  destruction  of  that  ves¬ 
sel,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  am  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  for  the  further¬ 
ance  of  that  object  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  my  instructions  from 
the  Havy  Department.  Any  suggestions  from  you  upon  the  subject 
will  be  received  with  the  highest  consideration  for  your  rank,  station, 
and  personal  worth.  Meantime  I  remain,  sir, 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  ship  Ino. 

Captain  T.  A.  Craven, 

U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Tusca¬ 
rora,  of  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar  and  enclosing  correspondence  with  the 
colonial  authorities  there. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algeciras,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  my 
intentions,  of  which  you  were  informed  in  my  letter  of  3d  instant,  I,  after 
the  escape  of  the  Nashville,  came  direct  to  Gibraltar,  fortunately  find¬ 
ing  the  pirate  Sumter  at  anchor  on  my  arrival  there,  February  12. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  I  was  visited  by  one  of  the  governor’s 
aids,  who  served  upon  me  a  printed  copy  of  the  ‘‘neutrality  notice  of 
31st  January,”  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the  colonial  secretary,  who, 
under  the  direction  of  the  governor,  requested  me  to  signify  my  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  rules  laid  down.  My  reply  to  the  secretary  is  exhib¬ 
ited  in  the  aecompai lying  copy,  marked  A. 

In  accordance  with  the  rules,  I  left  the  waters  of  Gibraltar  in  about 
twenty-four  hours  after  my  arrival  there,  and  anchored  on  the  Spanish 
side  of  the  bay. 

On  the  19th  I  sent  a  boat  across  the  bay,  with  the  surgeon  and  pay¬ 
master,  to  place  an  invalid  on  board  of  a  homeward-bound  vessel  then 
underway;  this  service  performed,  the  officers  had  my  permission  to 
land  at  Gibraltar  and  send  the  boat  immediately  back  to  the  ship. 

On  the  20th  instant  I  was  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  signed  jointly 
by  the  governor  and  senior  naval  officer,  copy  of  which,  marked  B,  is 
herewith  enclosed.  This  letter  I  consider  as  offensive  and  insulting 
throughout,  and  as  offering  indignity  to  my  Government. 

Upon  the  mere  accusation  of  a  deeply  dyed  traitor  to  our  country,  a 
man  who  had  violated  his  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  a  man  whose  chief  boast  is  that  he  has  plundered, 
robbed,  and  destroyed  the  unarmed  merchant  vessels  of  our  country — I 
say,  upon  the  bare  complaint  of  this  perjured  mau,  I  found  myself  con¬ 
demned,  without  a  hearing,  of  having  committed  an  official  impropriety 
in  taking  undue  advantage  of  my  position,  and  thus  summarily  sen¬ 
tenced  to  abstain  from  sending  my  boats  across  the  bay. 
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Fully  satisfied  that  under  the  “  rules ”  T  had  a  right  to  proceed  to 
Gibraltar  at  any  time,  with  this  ship,  and  remain  there  twenty-four 
hours,  I  can  not  perceive  any  impropriety  in  sending  a  boat  to  that 
place,  nor  did  I  for  one  moment  suppose  that  such  an  act  could  be  tor¬ 
tured  into  a  breach  of  neutrality. 

I  could  not  but  feel  that  the  joint  letter  of  the  two  officers  named, 
instigated  as  it  was  by  the  complaint  of  a  pirate,  was  an  affront  to  the 
flag  under  which  I  have  the  honor  to  serve;  my  patience  had  been 
already  taxed  to  the  utmost  at  Southampton,  and  it  was  hardly  to  be 
expected  that  under  this  new  indignity  I  should  remain  silent,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  charge  against  me  came  from  the  avowed  and 
bitter  foe  of  my  country,  who.  in  addition  to  the  other  evils  inflicted  by 
him  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  now  sought  to  annoy  anil 
obstruct  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties.  How  could  I,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  be  expected  to  meet  with  patience  a  grave  accusation 
from  such  a  source — an  accusation  which  resulted  in  seriously  inter¬ 
fering  with  me? 

If  I  have  used  harsh  epithets  in  speaking  of  the  captain  of  the  Sum¬ 
ter,  they  are  only  such  as  his  course  for  the" past  year  has  entitled  him 
to,  and  it  is  vain  to  say  that  inasmuch  as  the  British  Government  have 
made  a  “quasi”  recognition  of  the  rebel  States,  I,  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  must  so  govern  my  language  as  to  suit  the  taste  of  those 
who  afford  “comfort,”  if  not  aid,  to  the  enemies  of  my  greatly  suffering 
country.  It  was  an  injustice  to  me,  as  well  as  an  offense,  thus  to  have 
condemned  and  censured  me  without  having  given  me  an  opportunity 
for  explanation. 

A  copy  of  my  reply  to  the  joint  letter  is  marked  C,  and  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  it  that  I  can  wish  to  change. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  I  dispatched  a  boat  to  Gib¬ 
raltar,  with  a  communication  (copy  marked  D)  for  the  governor;  in  the 
course  of  the  same  day  I  received  by  mail  a  letter  (copy  marked  E) 
dated  21st,  to  which  1  was  preparing  an  equally  courteous  reply  when 
I  was  visited  by  an  officer  having  two  letters  (copies  marked  E  and  G). 

To  neither  of  these  last  documents  have  I  made  any  reply,  believing 
that  a  correspondence  of  such  asperity  is  productive  of  no  benefit,  and 
even  in  my  own  defense  I  can  not,  with  dignity,  communicate  through 
the  only  channel  left  to  me,  which  I  consider  as  a  restriction  not  becom¬ 
ing  to  my  position. 

In  submitting  to  you  this  correspondence  I  have  but  little  to  add. 
To  a  calm  and  dispassionate  examination  of  the  case  it  will  be  evident 
that  whatever  of  offense  has  occurred  was  not  through  initiation  on 
my  part. 

I  was  yesterday  visited  by  the  U.  S.  consul  for  Gibraltar  on  the 
subject  of  this  correspondence;  he  had  received  a  visit  in  reference  to 
the  matter  from  Captain  Warden,  at  whose  instance  he  called  on  the 
governor,  with  whom  he  discussed  it.  It  appears  they  wanted  an 
apology,  or  some  explanation  from  me.  As  I  had  none  to  make,  I 
declined  further  writing  unless  the  unbecoming  restrictions  were 
removed.  I  told  the  consul  he  might  say  to  the  governor  that  I 
intended  no  disrespect  to  him  personally  or  officially;  that  I  had  felt 
that  an  indignity  had  been  inflicted  on  me,  and  had  met  it  with  what 
I  considered  a  becoming  tone;  that  the  governor  had  no  right  to  take 
offense  at  my  having  applied  to  the  pirate  captain  the  only  epithets 
which,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  appertain  to  him 

In  the  course  of  the  interview  previously  held  with  the  governor  by 
the  consul,  the  governor  informed  him  that  by  his  construction  of  the 
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“rules,”  the  Sumter  might  remain  at  Gibraltar  as  long  as  the  captain 
desired.  This  intimation  will  of  itself  indicate  the  true  position  of 
affairs. 

In  direct  contrast  with  the  remarkable  treatment  I  have  received 
from  the  British  authorities,  I  am  gratified  to  speak  of  the  courtesies 
of  the  Spanish  officers  on  shore  and  in  the  large  squadron  at  anchor 
here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 

Secretary’s  Office, 

Gibraltar ,  February  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  governor  to  enclose  an 
official  copy  of  rules  laid  down  with  regard  to  belligerent  vessels  enter¬ 
ing  this  port.  These  rules  are  a  confirmation  of  those  which  have  pre¬ 
viously  been  imposed  upon  and  observed  by  the  commander  of  the 
G.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  by  a  letter  dated  28th  ultimo,  an  extract  from  which  is  as 
follows : 

You  are  aware  of  the  determination  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  to  maintain  the 
strictest  neutrality  in  the  hostilities  which  are  now  being  carried  on  between  the 
United  and  the  Confederate  States  of  North  America.  In  order  to  cause  that  neu¬ 
trality  to  be  effectually  respected  throughout  the  Queen’s  dominions,  her  Majesty 
has  directed  (in  accordance  with  a  long-established  European  practice)  that  no  ship 
of  war,  privateer,  or  other  armed  vessel  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents, 
which  shall  anchor  in  any  British  port,  shall  be  allowed  to  quit  her  anchorage  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  adverse  belligerent,  whether 
armed  or  unarmed,  shall  have  left  the  same  port. 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  her  Majesty’s  orders  I  am  to  desire  that,  on  the  arrival  of 
any  such  armed  vessel  in  any  port  or  roadstead  within  your  Government,  you  will 
notify  this  rule  to  her  commander,  and  will  inform  him  that  in  case  he  should  infringe 
it,  his  Government  will  be  held  responsible  by  that  of  Great  Britain  for  violating 
the  neutrality  of  British  waters. 

I  forward  the  extract  in  order  that  there  shall  be  no  misunderstand¬ 
ing  as  to  this  rule  being  in  force  at  once  at  Gibraltar. 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  any  act  of  hostility  attempted 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Gibraltar  will  be  at  once  prevented  by  all 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  English  authority. 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  the  governor  to  know  that  your  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  obligations  of  international  law  is  similar  to  that  herein  laid 
down,  and  that  you  will  act  accordingly,  in  which  case  he  would  repose 
full  confidence  in  you  (as  he  has  in  others)  that  the  neutrality  of  this 
port  would  not  be  infringed. 

The  governor  communicated  on  the  6th  instant  to  the  commander  of 
the  Sumter  his  desire  that  no  person  under  the  rank  of  an  officer  should 
laud  or  be  sent  to  the  water  port  or  other  parts  of  this  fortress  armed, 
and  he  requests  you  will  give  similar  orders  to  those  under  your  com¬ 
mand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Freeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

[Commander  T.  A.  CRAVEN, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora .] 
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[Enclosure.  ] 

NOTICE. 

Secretary’s  Office, 

Gibraltar ,  February  10,  1862. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  Earl  Bussell  to  the  lords  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  admiralty  is  hereby  published  for  general  information. 

By  command. 

S.  Freeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Foreign  Office,  January  31,  1862. 

Her  Majesty,  being  fully  determined  to  observe  the  duties  of  neutral¬ 
ity  during  the  existing  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and  the 
States  calling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  being, 
moreover,  resolved  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  use  of  her  Majesty’s 
harbors,  ports,  and  coasts,  and  the  waters  within  her  Majesty’s  terri¬ 
torial  jurisdiction,  in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either  belligerent, 
has  commanded  me  to  communicate  to  your  lordships  for  your  guidance 
the  following  rules,  which  are  to  be  treated  and  enforced  as  her  Maj¬ 
esty’s  orders  and  directions. 

Her  Majesty  is  pleased  further  to  command  that  these  rules  shall  be 
put  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  Islands  on  and 
after  Thursday,  the  6th  of  February  next,  and  in  her  Majesty’s  terri¬ 
tories  and  possessions  beyond  the  seas  six  days  after  the  day  when  the 
governor  or  other  chief  authority  of  such  territories  or  possessions, 
respectively,  shall  have  notified  and  published  the  same,  stating  in  such 
notification  that  the  said  rules  are  to  be  obeyed  by  all  persons  within 
the  same  territories  and  possessions. 

I.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States 
calling  themselves  “the  Confederate  States  of  America,”  or  until  her 
Majesty  shall  otherwise  order,  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  belonging  to 
either  of  the  belligerents  shall  be  permitted  to  enter,  or  remain  in  the 
port  of  Nassau,  or  in  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  except  by  special  leave  of  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  Bahama  Islands,  or  in  case  of  stress  of  weather.  If  any  such  ves¬ 
sel  should  enter  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  by  special  leave,  or 
under  stress  of  weather,  the  authorities  of  the  place  shall  require  her 
to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  without  permitting  her  to  take  in  any 
supplies  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  her  immediate  use.  If,  at  any 
time  when  this  order  is  first  notified  in  the  Bahama  Islands,  there  shall 
be  any  such  vessel  already  within  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  of 
those  islands,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  give  notice  to  such  vessel 
to  depart,  and  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  within  such  time  as  he 
shall,  under  the  circumstances,  consider  proper  and  reasonable.  If 
there  shall  then  be  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  both  the 
said  belligerents  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  in 
or  near  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  the  lieutenant-governor 
shall  fix  the  order  of  time  in  which  such  vessels  shall  depart.  No  such 
vessels  of  either  belligerents  shall  be  permitted  to  put  to  sea  until  after 
the  expiration  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  when  the 
last  preceding  vessel  of  the  other  belligerent  (whether  the  same  shall 
be  a  ship  of  war,  or  privateer,  or  merchant  ship)  which  shall  have  left 
the  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  or  waters  adjacent  thereto,  shall  have 
passed  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty. 
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II.  During  the  continuance  of  the  present  hostilities  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  the  States 
calling  themselves  uthe  Confederate  States  of  America,’’ all  ships  of 
war  and  privateers  of  either  belligerent  are  prohibited  from  making 
use  of  any  port  or  roadstead  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of  her  Majesty’s  col¬ 
onies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  or  of  any  waters  subject 
to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Crown  as  a  station  or  place 
of  resort  for  any  warlike  purpose,  or  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any 
facilities  of  warlike  equipment;  and  no  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of 
either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  to  sail  out  of  or  leave 
any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  subject  to  British  jurisdiction,  from 
which  any  vessel  of  the  other  belligerent  (whether  the  same  shall  be 
a  ship  of  war,  a  privateer,  or  a  merchant  ship)  shall  have  previously 
departed,  until  after  the  expiration  of  at  least  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  departure  of  such  last-mentioned  vessel  beyond  the  territorial  juris¬ 
diction  of  her  Majesty. 

III.  If  any  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall,  after 
the  time  when  this  order  shall  be  first  notified  and  put  in  force  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  in  the  Channel  Islands,  and  in  the  several  colo¬ 
nies  and  foreign  possessions  and  dependencies  of  her  Majesty,  respec¬ 
tively,  enter  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  belonging  to  her  Majesty, 
either  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  the  Channel  Islands,  or  in  any  of 
her  Majesty’s  colonies  or  foreign  possessions  or  dependencies,  such  ves¬ 
sel  shall  be  required  to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  her  entrance  into  such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters,  except  in 
case  of  stress  of  weather  or  of  her  requiring  provisions  or  things  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew,  or  repairs ;  in  either  of  which 
cases  the  authorities  of  the  port,  or  of  the  nearest  port,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  require  her  to  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
expiration  of  such  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  without  permitting 
her  to  take  in  supplies  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  for  her  imme¬ 
diate  use;  and  no  such  vessel  which  may  have  been  allowed  to  remain 
within  British  waters  for  the  purpose  of  repair  shall  continue  in  any 
such  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-four 
hours  after  her  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  completed:  Pro¬ 
vided,  nevertheless ,  Thar  in  all  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  any 
vessels  (whether  ships  of  war,  privateers,  or  merchant  ships)  of  both 
the  said  belligerent  parties  in  the  same  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  there  shall  be  an  interval  of 
not  less  than  twenty-four  hours  between  the  departure  therefrom  of 
any  such  vessel  (whether  a  ship  of  war,  privateer,  or  a  merchant  ship), 
of  the  one  belligerent,  and  the  subsequent  departure  therefrom  of  any 
ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other  belligerent;  and  the  times  hereby 
limited  for  the  departure  of  such  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  respect¬ 
ively,  shall  always,  in  case  of  necessity,  be  extended  so  far  as  may  be 
requisite  for  giving  effect  to  this  proviso,  but  not  further  or  otherwise. 

IV.  No  ship  of  war  or  privateer  of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter 
be  permitted,  while  in  any  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except 
provisions  and  such  other  things  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsist¬ 
ence  of  her  crew,  and  except  so  much  coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to 
carry  such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  or  to  some 
nearer  destination ;  and  no  coal  shall  be  again  supplied  to  any  such  ship 
of  war  or  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any  other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters 
subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  without  special 
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permission,  until  after  tlie  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  time 
when  such  coal  may  have  been  last  supplied  to  her  within  British  waters 
as  aforesaid. 

I  have,  etc., 

Russell. 


A. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Gibraltar  Bay ,  February  13 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  rules  respecting 
belligerents.  His  Excellency  the  governor  may  rest  assured  that  it  is 
my  inteution  to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  British  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

S.  Freeling,  Esq., 

Colonial  Secretary. 


B. 


Gibraltar,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir  :  A  boat  from  the  Tuscarora ,  now  at  anchor  at  Algeciras,  came 
across  the  bay  yesterday  morning.  Captain  Semmes  complains  that  she 
pulled  round  the  Sumter  as  if  watching  her. 

It  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  neutrality  of  this  port 
that  advantage  should  not  be  taken  of  the  close  proximity  of  a  foreign 
anchorage,  in  some  places  only  2 A  miles  distant,  in  aid  of  any  warlike 
purpose.  Considering,  as  we  do,  that  the  presence  of  the  boat  repre¬ 
sents  the  ship  herself,  we  are  of  opinion  that  its  presence  under  such 
circumstance  is  an  infringement  of  the  rules  of  which  you  were  given 
a  copy  on  the  12th  instant.  We  therefore  request  you  will  be  good 
enough,  during  the  stay  of  the  Tuscarora  in  the  Spanish  waters  of  this 
bay,  to  abstain  from  sending  your  boats  at  all  into  these  waters. 

We  have  he  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  J.  CODRINGTON, 
Lieutenant-  General  and  Governor. 
Fred.  Warden, 

Senior  Captain. 

[Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora .J 


C. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algeciras,  February  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  day.  The  complaint  of  the  captain  of  the  pirate  Sumter 
is  without  a  shadow  of  truth.  I  summoned  before  me  the  coxswain  of 
the  boat,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  who  brought  me  your  letter 
asked  him  as  to  what  course  he  steered  in  returning  from  Gibraltar 
yesterday.  He  said  he  came  straight  across,  passing  somewhat  to  the 
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southward  of  the  Warrior.  The  boat  was  sent  over  on  business  of  the 
ship,  and  from  the  course  taken  by  the  officer  of  the  boat  I  know,  from 
my  own  observation,  that  he  made  a  great  circuit  to  the  southward. 

I  am  mortified,  sir,  in  being  compelled  to  make  these  explanations 
against  accusations  of  one  who  is  regardless  of  truth  or  honorable 
sentiment.  Your  request  that  I  will  not  send  boats  to  Gibraltar 
deprives  me  of  sending  for  mails  or  communicating  with  the  U.  S.  consul, 
and  I  must  in  good  faith  enquire  of  you  whether  it  is  right  that  on  the 
false  accusation  of  a  notorious  corsair  you  should  desire  to  prohibit 
me  from  intercourse  with  the  town  under  your  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  AucrS.  Craven, 

Commander. 

General  Sir  William  f  J.]  Codrington, 

Governor  of  Gibraltar. 


D. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Algeciras ,  February  22 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  that,  on  my  arrival  in  the 
waters  of  Gibraltar  on  the  12th  instant,  I  received  from  the  colonial 
secretary,  under  your  instructions,  an  official  copy  of  “Rules  laid  down 
with  regard  to  belligerent  vessels  entering  the  port.”  In  accordance 
with  those  “  rules,”  I,  with  the  vessels  under  my  command,  promptly 
departed  from  British  waters.  I  observe,  however,  that  the  corsair 
Sumter  remained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  her  anchorage  at  Gibral¬ 
tar.  May  I  ask,  sir,  under  what  section  of  the  “rules”  that  vessel  is 
permitted  to  remain  in  British  waters  [from]  which  a  vessel  belonging 
to  the  United  States  is  excluded? 

In  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  well- 
defined  ruling  of  international  law,  I  have  to  protest  against  what 
appears  to  be  a  departure  from  these  “  rules,”  which  require  that  neu¬ 
trals  shall  be  strictly  impartial  and  honest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander . 

General  Sir  Wm,  [J.]  Codrington, 

Governor  of  Gibraltar. 


E. 

Gibraltar,  February  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
and  to  express  my  regret  that  you  should  think  it  necessary  to  use  such 
terms  in  your  correspondence  with  me  as  “the  captain  of  the  pirate 
Sumter,'’'’  “notorious  corsair,”  and  “a  man  regardless  of  truth  or  hon¬ 
orable  sentiment.” 

I  do  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  be  made  the  recipient  of  terms  of  abuse 
leveled  against  anyone;  still  less  against  an  officer  who,  in  his  written 
and  personal  communications  with  me,  under  circuinstauces  of  annoy¬ 
ance  and  difficulty  to  himself,  has  not  forgotten  what  is  due  to  his  own 
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position  and  to  tlie  position  of  those  with  whom  he  was  in  correspond¬ 
ence. 

The  Government  of  England  has  recognized  the  United  States  and 
the  so  called  Confederate  States  of  America  to  be  belligerents,  with 
belligerent  rights.  You  are  aware  of  this  fact,  and  it  renders  your 
terms  of  “pirate”  and  “notorious  corsair,”  applied  to  a  Confederate  ves¬ 
sel  in  this  anchorage,  incorrect  and  offensive  to  the  authority  thus 
granting  and  maintaining  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

You  have  not  touched  upon  the  main  ground  of  the  decision  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Warden  and  myself  as  to  your  boats  coming  into  Gibraltar  from 
Algeeiras,  viz,  that  they  are  in  law  part  of  the  ship  itself,  and  that 
their  presence  here,  coming  from  Spanish  waters  close  to  Gibraltar,  is 
an  infringement  of  rules  which  must  be  observed.  With  regard  to 
your  being  deprived  of  sending  for  mails  or  communicating  with  the  U. 
S.  consul  of  Gibraltar  whilst  you  are  at  Algeeiras,  aud  your  enquiry  as  to 
my  desire  to  prohibit  you  from  intercourse  with  this  place,  I  can  only 
say  that  the  decision  of  Captain  Warden  and  myself,  in  our  joint  let¬ 
ter  of  yesterday,  refers  only  to  the  point  mentioned  in  that  letter.  The 
use  of  this  anchorage  will  be  given  and  limited  to  both  belligerents 
equally;  but  it  is  not  right  for  one  belligerent  to  obtain  for  his  ship  the 
advantage  of  absence  in  a  neighboring  foreign  port,  and  of  presence  at 
the  same  time  in  this  port  by  means  of  his  boats. 

It  would  have  been  better  to  have  made  strict  enquiry  into  the  facts 
as  to  the  course  taken  by  your  boat  before  you  declared  the  complaint 
to  be  “without  a  shadow  of  truth.”  I  have  to  inform  you  that  your 
boat  did  not  pass  “  straight  across”  from  the  water  port  to  you,  and 
that  it  did  not  pass  “somewhat  to  the  southward  of  the  Warrior.'7 

Your  boat  went  out  of  its  straight  course  materially ;  it  passed  to  the 
east,  to  the  north,  to  west,  and  pretty  close  to  the  Sumter ;  it  passed 
north  and  west  of  the  port  vessel;  afterwards  between  the  1J.  and  O. 
hulk  and  H.  M.  S.  Warrior,  going  to  the  north  of  the  Warrior.  These 
facts  are  established  by  English  officers  who  saw  your  boat. 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  having  thus  to  remark  upon  the  expressions 
and  statements  in  your  letter.  Difficult  questions  arise,  and  official 
differences  may  take  place  under  the  painful  circumstances  of  the  war 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  America;  but  it  has 
ever  been,  and  will  still  be  a  pleasure  to  me  to  show  to  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  the  consideration  and  hospitality  which  the  English 
Government  wishes  to  afford  to  all  those  who  make  use  of  the  harbors 
under  its  control. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  CODRINGrTON, 
Lieutenant-General  and  Governor. 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscan  or  a,  Algeeiras. 


F. 


Gibraltar,  February  33, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day’s 
date,  delivered  to  me  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Tuscarora.  I  enquired 
how  he  came  over.  He  informed  me,  by  one  of  the  Tuscarora’s  boats, 
which,  after  the  joint  letter  from  Captain  Warden  and  myself,  I  was 
surprised  to  see  passing  into  these  waters.  This  will  be  the  subject  of 
a  separate  communication  to  you. 
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You  state  that,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  which  I  had  communicated 
to  you  ou  your  first  anchoring  in  Gibraltar,  you  “promptly  departed 
from  British  waters.”  You  certainly  did  so,  and  entirely  by  your  own 
free  will.  I  had  nothing  to  say  to  your  departure  or  to  your  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  therules  communicated  to  you.  The  Confederate  steamer  Sumter 
remains  hereunder  proper  authority,  and  I  decline  to  discuss  with  you 
the  rules  to  which  you  refer,  your  particular  interpretation  of  them,  or 
to  account  to  you  for  my  proceedings  under  them. 

In  reference  to  the  last  sentence  in  your  letter  (I  quote  your  words), 
that  you  “protest  against  what  appears  to  be  a  departure  from  those 
rules  which  require  that  neutrals”  (meaning,  I  presume,  the  English 
Government  and  myself  as  governor  of  Gibraltar)  “shall  be  impartial 
and  honest.”  If  you  are  aware  of  the  effect  of  this  latter  epithet,  you 
have  communicated  to  me  for  the  English  Government  a  direct  and 
insulting  insinuation,  as  indecorous  for  you  to  have  written  as  it  is 
improper  for  me  to  receive.  If  you  are  not  aware  of  it,  it  is  right  for 
me  to  show  you  the  effect  of  language  which  I  trust  a  regard  for  your 
own  position  will  prevent  you  from  repeating  in  your  correspondence 
with  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  CODRJNGTON, 

Captain  Crayen,  Lieutenant-General  and  Governor. 

Commanding  II.  S.  8.  Tuscarora. 


G. 

Gibraltar,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  notice  which  you  received  on  the  20th 
instant,  requesting  you  to  abstain  from  sending  any  boat  at  all,  belonging 
to  the  Tuscarora ,  into  these  waters  while  you  were  in  the  Spanish  waters 
of  this  bay,  we  observe  that  your  launch  containing  three  officers  passed 
to  the  water  port  this  morning  from  the  Tuscarora.  A  courteous  messa  ge 
was  sent  to  the  officer  of  that  boat  when  at  the  water  port  by  a  lieutenant 
of  H.  M.  S.  London ,  requesting  him  to  withdraw  and  return  immediately 
to  his  own  ship,  which  he  did,  taking,  however,  a  quantity  of  supplies 
which,  nuderthecircumstancesin  which  the  Tuscarora  is  placed,  heouglit 
not  to  have  done  without  permission.  This  occurrence  places  us  under 
the  necessity  of  acquainting  you  that  for  the  future  orders  will  be  given 
to  the  officers  commanding  her  Majesty’s  ships  in  this  anchorage,  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  boat  whatever  belonging  to  the  Tuscarora  from  repeating  this 
breach  of  our  notice  conveyed  to  you  on  the  20th. 

This  order  does  not  prevent  your  communicating  with  your  consul,  or 
with  the  British  territory  generally,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  daily  com¬ 
munication  by  means  of  a  merchant  steamer,  and  the  regular  post  affords 
the  necessary  opportunity  for  your  correspondence. 

In  the  event  of  your  wishing  to  make  any  communication  to  us  which 
can  not  be  trusted  to  other  means,  we  desire  that  the  approach  of  your 
boat  be  limited  to  a  direct  course  to  H.  M.  [ship]  London,  now  at  anchor 
in  the  north  part  of  the  harbor,  the  captain  of  which  ship  will  trans¬ 
fer  your  communication  to  us. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  J.  CODRING-TON, 
Lieutenant-General  and  Governor. 
Fred.  Warden, 

Commander  Graven,  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 
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Letter  from  the  U.  8.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Tuscarora,  relative  to  correspondence  between 
the  governor  of  Gibraltar  and  Commander  Craven. 

[Confidential.] 


Saturday,  3  p.  m.,  February  22 , 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Tlie  British  senior  naval  officer  here  lias  called  upon 
me  oil  the  subject  of  the  tone  of  your  correspondence  with  the  governor, 
and  at  his  request  I  called  upon  his  Excellency,  who  expressed  not  only 
his  surprise  but  regret  at  the  wording  of  your  notes  to  him,  which  he 
somewhat  considers  as  an  insult  upon  the  British  Government  and  also 
to  himself.  In  fact,  pur  interview  was  a  loug  and  very  frank  one,  and  I 
now  write  to  say  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  go  to  Algeciras  to-morrow 
morning  to  see  you  on  the  subject  and  explain  to  you  exactly  how 
matters  stand.  As  I  stated  to  you  when  I  first  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  your  acquaintance,  endeavor  to  abstain  from  doing  anything 
that  might  be  considered  a  violation  of  neutral  rights.  Your  boats  are 
prohibited  from  coming  over,  because  they  are  legally  a  part  and  parcel 
of  the  ship.  If  you  require  provisions  you  are  at  liberty  to  cross  over 
in  ship  and  remain  twenty-four  hours.  As  to  the  Sumter ,  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  report  that  she  takes  in  coal  at  night  is  incorrect.  I 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  the  general  and  the  senior  naval  officer, 
and  they  inform  me  neither  party  can  receive  any  coal  without  an  order 
from  them.  I  further  learn  that  the  Sumter  having  arrived  here  before 
the  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Russell  were  put  in  force  she  can  remain 
here  as  long  as  she  likes,  and  it  would  also  have  been  the  case  if  the 
Tuscarora  had  arrived  here  before  they  were  in  force. 

I  have  found  his  Excellency  very  frank  in  all  he  had  to  say  to  me, 
and,  while  I  have  no  control  over  your  own  actions,  may  I  beg  to  solicit 
m  the  name  of  our  Union  a  course  of  action  to  prevent  any  further  bad 
feeling  and  irritation,  which  can  do  no  good,  but  may  bring  about  serious 
consequences  to  our  Government.  To-morrow  I  shall  converse  fully  upon 
these  points  and  hope  you  will  give  me  a  hearing. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

H.  J.  Sprague. 

Captain  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Kear- 
sarge ,  relative  to  departure  of  his  ship  from  Madeira  to  Cadiz. 

U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge,  Madeira ,  February  27, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  departure  from  this  port  for 
Cadiz  at  4  p.  m.  to-day. 

####### 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


332 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


Order  and  instructions  from  Secretary  of  the  Wavy  to  Commander 
Thatcher ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  sloop  Constellation ,  relative  to 
protection  of  United  States  commerce  from  Confederate  privateers  and 
cruisers  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Navy  Department,  February  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  TJ.  S.  sloop  of  war  Constellation  is  ready  for  sea, 
proceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  the  Mediterranean, 
touching  on  the  way  at  the  Azores,  Lisbon,  and  Cadiz. 

The  main  object  in  sending  the  Constellation  to  the  Mediterranean  is 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  from  the  piratical  depredations  of  ves¬ 
sels  fitted  out  by  those  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States.  The 
principal  one  of  these  vessels,  the  Sumter,  which  has  so  far  eluded  our 
cruisers,  when  last  heard  from  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Gibraltar.  Your 
chief  duty  will  be  the  pursuit  of  that  vessel  should  she  remain  in  that 
quarter.  At  the  same  time,  however,  you  will  exercise  vigilance  in  all 
cases. 

Keep  the  Department  advised  of  your  proceedings  and  movements, 
and  inform  it,  from  time  to  time,  at  what  point  letters  will  be  most 
likely  to  reach  you. 

Before  sailing  from  Portsmouth,  K.  H,,  transmit  to  the  Department 
a  muster  roll  of  the  crew  and  a  separate  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Con¬ 
stellation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy. } 

Commander  Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Constellation,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Passage  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  February  28, 1S62. 

Report  of  Commander  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia,  of  the 
escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  February  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  at  daylight  this  morning  a  steamer 
was  discovered  near  the  land,  and,  notwithstanding  I  chased  and  fired 
at  her  until  well  within  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon,  she  succeeded 
in  making  good  her  entry  into  the  harbor  of  Beaufort.  The  steamer  is 
said  to  be  the  Nashville  by  officers  acquainted  with  her.  Deeming  it 
highly  important  that  you  should  be  informed  of  this  fact  as  soon  as 
possible,  I  have  under  cover  of  the  night  run  down  to  the  westward 
and  dispatched  a  boat  to  communicate  with  the  senior  officer  off  Wil¬ 
mington.  I  have  notified  him  that  having  been  on  this  station  since 
January  29  my  coal  is  getting  so  low  that  a  proper  regard  for  the  safety 
of  this  ship  will  compel  me  to  leave  in  a  short  period  for  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe,  and  that  owing  to  the  facility  of  egress  from  Beaufort  by  three 
channels  it  is  impossible  for  us  alone  to  detect  a  vessel  attempting  to 
escape  on  a  dark  night,  and  I  requested  his  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander. 

Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


United  States  Ship  Constellation. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Marston,  IT.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer,  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  requesting  further  reports  regarding  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

Navy  Department,  March  6 , 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  5tli  instant,  conveying  the  intelligence  of 
the  successful  escape  of  the  Nashville  into  Beaufort,  N.  C.,has  been 
received.  The  Department  requires  a  more  full  statement  from  Com¬ 
mander  Armstrong  of  this  most  unfortunate  occurrence.  Let  the  other 
commanding  officers  who  were  present  make  a  report;  also  the  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Georgia. 

*  *  *  #  #  *  % 

The  Department  is  unable  to  learn  what  measures  you  can  take  to 
keep  the  Nashville  in  Beaufort,  but  they  should  be  characterized  by 
energy,  as  that  point  is  threatened  by  General  Burnside,  and  the  Nash¬ 
ville  must  seek  the  first  opportunity  to  escape.  Two  gunboats  have 
been  ordered  from  Boston  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  but  I  fear  too  late  to 
be  of  service. 

Endorse  on  all  your  envelopes  the  date  of  mailing. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I 

Captain  John  Marston, 

U.  8.  8.  Roanoke  and  Senior  Officer ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Va. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Armstrong,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 
of  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georg-ia, 

Hampton  Roads,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  my  arrival  yesterday  at  this  place  from  Beaufort,  N.  0,,  I 
received  a  communication,  of  the  16th  instant,  from  Flag-Officer  Golds- 
borough,  informing  me  the  Department  required  from  me  and  from  my 
first  lieutenant  a  fuller  statement  concerning  the  escape  of  the  Nash¬ 
ville  into  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  to  require  from  the  other 
commanding  officers  who  were  present  a  report  of  it. 

No  other  vessel  was  present.  Since  January  5  [25]  only  one  vessel 
has  been  off  that  port,  the  U.  S.  bark  Geinsbok,  from  that  date  to  Jan¬ 
uary  29,  when  this  ship  arrived  from,  and  the  Gemsbok  left  for,  Hamp¬ 
ton  Koads  for  supplies.  She  returned  on  March  2,  two  days  after  the 
escape  of  the  Nashville.  I  furnish  the  following  statement  and  enclose 
that  of  the  first  lieutenant: 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  February,  at  daylight,  a  sail  was  seen, 
which  x>roved  to  be  a  steamer,  apparently  at  anchor,  about  3  miles 
inshore  of  us  to  the  westward,  with  the  American  flag  and  signals  fly¬ 
ing.  This  ship  was  got  under  way,  when  the  strange  steamer  started 
ahead,  then  turning  toward  us,  as  if  to  speak,  dashed  off  at  great  speed 
for  the  channel.  This  ship  gave  chase  and  the  Parrott  gun  (the  only 
gun  bearing)  was  fired  at  her  several  times  to  bring  her  to,  but  without 
avail.  After  she  passed  through  the  channel  she  fired  one  gun  at  us, 
a  rifle  gun  of  small  caliber,  which  fell  short,  when  she  hoisted  the 
rebel  flag. 

This  ship  kept  on  until  well  within  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon 
and  came  round  as  thesteamer  was  passing  in  behind  it,  and  all  the 
port  guns  were  disch  raged  at  her,  all  falling  short  except  the  Parrott 
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gun,  which  for  the  first  time  passed  beyond  her  and  the  angle  of  the 
fort.  No  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort,  though  the  men  were  at  them 
and  could  have  been  counted.  Although  she  had  the  American  flag 
and  signals  Hying,  that  did  not  slacken  my  preparations  to  move. 
My  guns  have  been  cast  loose,  at  all  times  ready,  one  watch  in  readi¬ 
ness  at  the  guns,  and  when  from  signals  at  the  fort  or  other  indica¬ 
tions  I  had  reason  to  suspect  a  vessel,  all  hands  were  at  quarters. 

In  order  to  remain  on  my  station  as  long  as  possible,  this  ship  when 
at  anchor  had  been  lying  with  banked  fires.  On  the  morning  of  the 
28th,  although  steam  was  got  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  steam,  in 
working  oft,  was  reduced,  reducing  the  speed  of  this  ship,  and  as  the 
rebel  steamer  was  under  a  press  of  steam  she  outran  me.  The  Nash¬ 
ville  is  said  by  officers  acquainted  with  her  to  have  a  speed  of  13  knots, 
greater  by  from  2  to  3  knots  than  I  have  ever  gotten  out  of  this  ship. 

The  bar  oft'  the  entrance  of  Beaufort  has  three  channels — the  slough 
channel  nearest  the  fort,  with  a  depth  of  10  feet;  the  south  channel, 
by  which  the  Nashville  entered,  with  a  depth  of  18  feet,  and  the  old 
southeast  channel,  mentioned  as  the  channel  on  the  chart  of  1857,  with 
a  depth  of  14  feet.  To  blockade  the  coast  of  Onslow  Bay  effectually 
requires  a  force  of  five  steamers,  three  of  which  should  be  off'  Beau¬ 
fort.  I  can  not  blame  myself  for  any  want  of  vigilance  or  endeavor  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  Nashville. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  F.  Armstrong, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Haxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia,  of  escape 

of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

IT.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia, 

Off  Fortress  Monroe ,  March  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  received 
by  me  this  day  through  Commander  James  F.  Armstrong,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statement  of  the  successful  entry  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville  into  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  C.: 

On  the  morning  of  February  28  this  ship  was  lying  alone  at  anchor 
off  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Beaufort.  Shortly  after  6  o’clock  the 
messenger  boy  came  to  my  room  and  informed  me  that  there  was  a 
sail  in  sightr  I  went  on  deck  and  found  the  captain  there  and  the  crew 
heaving  up  the  anchor;  I  also  discerned  a  boat  coming  toward  us 
under  sail;  went  on  the  hurricane  deck  and  observed  the  vessel.  She 
proved  to  be  a  steamer  inshore  of  us,  and  on  our  port  bow,  distant 
over  2  miles,  apparently  at  anchor.  The  boat  arrived  alongside;  she 
contained  four  contrabands;  had  her  discharged  and  dropped  astern; 
returned  to  the  hurricane  deck  and  resumed  my  observation  of  the 
steamer.  She  had  an  American  ensign  flying  at  her  peak  and  a  signal 
at  the  main.  The  men  were  being  hurried  at  the  windlass,  and  at  about 
the  time  the  anchor  was  aweigh,  she  was  moving  slowly  and  had  turned 
partially  toward  us  as  if  intending  to  run  down  and  speak  us;  her 
speed  was  increased  and  she  was  not  turned  any  farther  in  our  direc¬ 
tion.  Commander  Armstrong  said  to  me  he  thought  she  was  a  mer- 
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chant  steamer  trying  to  run  the  blockade,  and  he  gave  the  order  to  go 
ahead  and  to  pipe  to  quarters,  the  men  being  then  at  the  cattail.  There 
v  as  some  delay  in  our  moving  and  his  orders  were  reiterated.  When 
1  next  noticed  her  she  was  ahead  of  this  ship,  going  at  great  speed;  we 
were  moving  at  a  comparatively  moderate  rate.  The  only  gun  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  was  the  rifled  Parrott  gun  on  the  topgallant 
forecastle,  mounted  on  an  ordinary  truck  carriage,  and  we  had  to  yaw 
for  that.  Our  fire  was  of  no  avail ;  she  reached  the  passage  leading 
directly  to  the  fort,  turned  short,  dashed  ahead,  and  then  hoisted  the 
rebel  flag. 

We  followed  her  well  within  range  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Macon  and 
turned,  discharging  our  port  broadside  as  we  came  around,  the  shot  all 
falling  short  except  the  one  from  the  Parrott  gun,  which  passed  beyond 
her.  I  think  she  was  not  at  any  time  within  2  miles  of  this  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Milton  Haxtun, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Abstract  of  log,  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia,  Commander  J,  F.  Armstrong. 

February  28,  1862. — At  5 : 40  a.  m.  reported  a  vessel  to  the  W.  S.  W., 
distant  about  3  miles,  apparently  lying  still.  Made  her  out  to  be  a 
steamer;  same  time  saw  a  boat  coming  off  in  the  direction  of  the  fort. 
Hove  up  anchor  and  steered  in  to  intercept  the  steamer,  she  showing 
American  colors  and  Ho.  9  at  the  main  and  making  fast  headway  for 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  Fired  at  her  three  times  with  our  Parrott 
and  four  times  with  our  port  broadside  guns,  but  failed  to  stop  her. 
After  she  got  over  the  bar  she  fired  one  shot  at  us,  but  it  fell  short. 
Hauling  down  the  signal  and  ensign  and  substituting  the  English  flag- 
aft  and  the  Confederate  flag  forward,  then  again  hauling  down  the 
English  ensign  and  setting  the  Confederate  one.  At  6:20a  boat  came 
alongside  containing  three  contrabands,  Cape  Lookout  light-house 
bearing  E.  by  S.,  Fort  Macon  flagstaff  bearing  hi.  §  W. 


The  search  for  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  March  1- April  12, 1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  of  the  helpless 

condition  of  that  ship. 

[H.  S.]  Ship  Vermont, 

Lat.  40°  23'  N.  by  Observation;  Long,  by  H.  R.,  68°  43'  W., 

March  1,  1862,  meridian. 

Ship  drifting  to  the  S.  E.  half  E.  2  knots,  at  the  mercy  of  wind  and 
sea.  Entirely  helpless;  rudder  and  sails  gone.  Require  prompt  and 
powerful  steam  assistance. 

A.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington. 
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[Telegram.] 

(Received.  March  1, 1862,  from  New  York.) 

The  following  telegram  was  received  this  evening  at  9  p.  m. : 

On  Board  Schooner  Frying  Mist, 

Off  Chatham,  Mass.,  March  1,  1862. 

At  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  Thursday,  27th  ultimo,  I  left  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont  in  disabled 
condition  in  17  fathoms  water,  Cape  Cod  Highland  lights  being  per  compass  W.  by 
N.  half  N.,  distance  95  miles.  She  had  lost  her  rudder,  both  bower  anchors,  a  set  of 
sails,  and  4  boats.  Was  drifting  then  N.  by  W.  Send  to  her  assistance  without 
delay  the  largest  and  strongest  tugs  you  can  provide.  1  would  suggest  that  a  steamer 
from  Boston  he  dispatched  to  layby  the  Vermont  until  two  powerful  tugs  reach  her 
from  New  York.  A  duplicate  of  this  I  telegraphed  to  Commodore  Hudson,  navy 
yard,  Boston.  1  proceed  to  Boston  by  first  conveyance. 

A.  S.  Baldwin,  by  E.  A.  Birnie, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  and  Storekeeper . 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  New  York. 

The  Dacotah  is  ordered  to  proceed  and  a  tug  sent  for.  The  Monitor 
will  not  be  ready  for  a  trial  trip  until  Monday. 

H.  Paulding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Order  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Commander  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  II.  S.  S.  Dacotah,  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  the  II.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  1 ,  1862. 

Captain  :  Proceed  with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch  to  the  relief  of 
the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont.  Accompanying  this  [is  ]  a  telegram  from  the  pay¬ 
master  of  that  ship.  When  he  left  her  on  the  27th  ultimo,  she  was  95 
miles  from  Cape  Cod,  the  Highland  lights  bearing  W.  by  N.  -i  N.,  and 
the  ship,  with  the  loss  of  rudder,  both  bower  anchors,  and  4  boats,  was 
drifting  N.  W.  by  W.  Subsequently,  as  the  wind  here  was  strong  from 
the  northward  and  westward,  the  ship  must  have  drifted  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward,  and  it  is  now  so  moderate  that  the  ship  may  not 
be  distant  from  where  the  paymaster  left  her. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  assistance  will  have  been  sent  from  Boston 
before  you  can  reach  the  locality  indicated.  Be  prompt  and  zealous, 
and  when  your  services  are  no  longer  necessary,  return  to  this  port  and 
report  your  proceedings  preparatory  to  obeying  your  orders  from  the 
Department. 

I  have  sent  for  the  tug  Achilles  to  aid  you  in  the  rescue  and  safe 
return  of  the  Vermont  to  the  port  of  Boston. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

f Commander  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dacotah.] 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Boston,  of  measures  employed  for  the  relief  of  II.  S. 

ship  Vermont. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

Navy  Yard,  Boston,  March  2,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram 
relative  to  the  Vermont,  and  have  to  state  in  reply  that  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Birnie’s  telegram  last 
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evening  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed)  every  effort:  was  made 
to  obtain  a  steamer  and  tugs  to  send  to  her  relief,  and  we  Anally  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  engaging  the  steamer  Saxon,  which  runs  to  Philadelphia,  and 
two  tugs.  The  latter  have  leftfor  the  cape.  The  Saxon  was  discharging 
cargo,  and  had  to  fill  bunkers  and  put  an  extra  quantity  of  coal  in  her 
hold  for  this  service,  and  she  will  be  off  to-night.  1  have  sent  to  the 
Vermont  a  suit  of  sails  and  all  the  additional  tow  ropes  and  hawsers 
which  can  be  required. 

Lieutenant  Spicer,  Boatswain  Grace,  and  Master’s  Mate  Henry  Wil¬ 
liams  will  go  in  the  Saxon. 

The  Aroostooh  has  been  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place 
where  the  Vermont  was  last  seen,  not  longer  than  two  or  three  days, 
and  if  she  falls  in  with  her  to  remain  by  until  relief  reaches  her,  and 
then  proceed  to  Ship  Island  without  delay  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Wash  ington. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  3, 1862,  from  Boston.) 

Mr.  Birnie  is  here  from  the  Vermont.  He  informs  me  she  has  not 
struck  or  touched  bottom,  and  does  not  leak;  rudder  gone,  and  suit  of 
sails  blown  away.  Kensington  had  her  in  tow  until  7 :30  o’clock  Mon¬ 
day  night,  since  which  time  the  Kensington  has  not  been  heard  from. 

Wm.  L.  Hudson, 
Commandant  Yard. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


(Received  March  3,  1862,  from  New  York.) 

I  can  charter  the  Baltic  for  $1,500  a  day,  the  Government  taking 
the  risk  of  the  ship  at  $275,000.  She  can  not  leave  until  to-morrow. 
I  have  authorized  the  ship’s  being  coaled,  but  want  authority  from  the 
Department  to  charter  before  1  make  the  contract.  Please  reply 
quickly. 

K.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 


New  York,  March  3 ,  1862. 

Your  telegram  of  this  day  is  received.  By  mine  of  this  morning  I 
meant  to  convey  that  the  owners  of  the  Baltic  require  the  Government 
to  take  the  usual  marine  risk,  as  well  as  war  risk.  The  steamer  is 
coaling  day  and  night,  and  if  not  chartered  I  am  to  pay  them  expense 
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of  taking  out  the  coal.  Be  pleased  to  instruct  me  without  delay.  The 
Monitor  made  her  trial  trip  to-day,  and  is  in  all  respects  satisfactory. 
She  goes  forward  with  good  weather. 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  departure  of  vessels — the  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah  to 

the  relief  of  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Vermont. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  3,  1862. 
Sir:  1  have  received  the  Department’s  telegram  of  the  2d  instant. 
The  Cayuga  went  to  sea  on  the  27th  instant.  The  Dacotah  left  yester¬ 
day  morning  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  assistance  to  the  Vermont. 
The  Oneida  also  went  yesterday  on  trial  trip,  as  also  the  Octorara. 

The  Monitor ,  with  a  commission  on  board  to  report  on  her  perform¬ 
ance,  left  the  yard  this  morning  for  the  lower  bay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

[Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. ) 

P.  S. — I  dispatched  the  steamer  L.  Boardman  yesterday  to  search 
for  the  Vermont. 


[Telegram.] 


(Received  March  4,  1862,  from  New  York.) 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  is  received  at  1:45  p.m.  I  telegraphed 
to  the  Department  last  evening  that  the  owners  of  the  Baltic  refused 
to  take  the  usual  marine  risk.  Capt.  Comstock  has  just  left  me.  He 
says  you  may  put  an  officer  on  board  the  Baltic ,  but  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  must  assume  the  marine  and  war  risk.  The  ship  will  be  ready 
to  leave  this  evening.  Be  pleased  to  instruct  me. 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  of  damage  to 
that  ship  in  gale  of  February  24,  1862,  near  Cape  Cod  light. 

U.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 

At  Sea ,  long.  68 0  8'  W.,  lat.  38°  45'  V.,  Thursday ,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  evening  of  the  24th 
of  February,  when  near  Cape  Cod  light,  this  ship  was  struck  by  a 
violent  northwest  squall,  and,  refusing  to  obey  her  helm,  broached  to, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  had  her  sails  torn  from  the  yards.  In  the  belief 
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that  we  should  drift  upon  Cape  Cod  beach  in  a  few  minutes,  by  the 
advice  and  wish  of  the  coast  pilot,  who  had  been  ordered  to  this  ship 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  locality,  I  anchored  iu  24  fathoms  water. 
The  gale  continued  with  unprecedented  violence  for  upwards  of  fifty 
hours.  During  this  time  the  ship  drifted  nearly  100  miles  to  the  east¬ 
ward  and  near  George’s  Shoal.  The  ship’s  iron  tiller,  0  inches  square, 
snapped  short  off'  at  the  rudder  head,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  rudder 
was  torn  from  the  sternpost  and  broke  entirely  adrift  from  the  ship. 
A  drag  was  constructed  and  launched  overboard,  and  the  cable  slipped 
in  an  effort  to  cast  the  ship’s  head  so  as  to  clear  the  shoals  and  stand 
to  the  southward. 

Soon  after  the  schooner  Flying  Mist ,  of  Gloucester,  Mass.,  was  dis¬ 
covered  and  spoken,  and  was  signaled  to  our  assistance,  when  an 
arrangement  was  effected  with  the  captain  to  convey  Naval  Storekeeper 
Birnie  to  the  nearest  port  to  report  the  condition  of  the  ship,  and  he 
accordingly  left  at  noon  of  the  27th  ultimo,  since  when  strong  northerly 
gales  have  prevailed,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  two  days.  All  efforts 
to  control  the  ship’s  course  known  to  seaman  have  failed,  and  she  is 
driven  hither  and  thither  beyond  the  control  of  any  power  on  board  of 
her. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  schooner  J.  M.  Chapman,  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  Captain  A.  J.  Chapman,  was  attracted  by  our  signals  of  distress 
and  came  to  our  assistance,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with  him  to 
lay  by  us,  which  he  has  done  up  to  the  present  time,  and  I  now  dispatch 
him  to  the  nearest  port  with  this  letter.  This  last-mentioned  vessel 
was  employed  with  the  hope  and  expectation  that  easterly  winds  would 
diift  us  to  the  vicinity  of  some  one  of  the  ports  adjacent  to  New  York, 
where  information  could  be  given  of  our  locality.  The  winds,  however, 
that  have  prevailed  have  been  from  the  northward  and  westward,  which 
have  defeated  the  expectation.  Our  drift  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
N.  W.  wind  has  been  nearly  due  south  and  upon  the  meridian  of  68° 
longitude  W.  from  Greenwich.  The  probabilities  are  that  for  the  ensu¬ 
ing  five  or  six  days  the  ship  will  be  drifting  between  the  parallels  of 
latitude  35°  and  39°,  near  the  before-mentioned  longitude  of  68°.  The 
officers  and  crew  have  suffered  greatly  from  frost,  privation,  and  over¬ 
exertion,  and  more  than  50  of  the  crew  are  prostrated,  chiefly  by  being 
frost-bitten,  our  decks  and  rigging  having  been  much  of  the  time  cased 
in  ice. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  crew  being  composed  of  landsmen  and 
boys,  the  few  seamen  on  board  have  made  extraordinary  exertions  in 
saving  the  ship.  I  have  received  from  officers  and  crew  generally 
prompt  and  efficient  service.  Great  embarrassment  has  been  experi¬ 
enced  and  much  additional  labor  imposed  upon  the  physical  resources 
of  the  crew  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  pumps  to  free  the  ship  from  water, 
great  quantities  of  which  accumulated  upon  the  berth  deck,  the  ship 
being  so  deeply  laden  as  to  render  the  passing  off  of  the  water  through 
the  scuppers  impossible,  thereby  making  it  necessary  to  pass  the 
water  in  buckets  to  the  deck  above  by  hand.  All  the  sick  were  driven 
from  the  apartment  appropriated  to  them,  and  taken  in  the  wardroom 
and  cabin.  The  great  violence  of  the  gale  caused  almost  every  movable 
article  in  the  ship  to  be  broken  from  the  fastenings;  and  among  other 
considerable  damage  sustained,  all  the  medical  stores  in  the  surgeon’s 
department  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  defective  model  of  the  ship, 
or  her  great  depth  of  water  (24  feet  8  inches),  or  perhaps  both  causes 
combined,  renders  her  almost,  if  not  entirely,  unmanageable,  unless  she 
is  towed  by  powerful  steamers  in  a  seaway. 
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I  enclose  a  diagram  indicating  the  course  of  our  drift,  and  latitude 
and  longitude  of  such  day,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  assistant  surgeon’s 
report  for  to-day,  the  surgeon  being  ill. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient, 

Augs.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  8,  1802,  from  Boston.) 

Dacotah  arrived  for  coal.  San  Jacinto  reported  coming  in.  They 
have  heard  nothing  from  Vermont.  Saxon  still  searching.  Vessel 
reported  last  night  merchantman. 

Wm.  L.  Hudson, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah,  of  cruise  in  search 

of  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

Boston ,  March  8 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  1st  instant,  this  steamer 
cast  off  from  the  navy  yard  at  10:30  a.  m.  on  the  2d,  and  proceeded 
through  Long  Island  Sound.  At  10:30  p.  m.  we  passed  Gull  Island 
light.  The  following  were  our  positions  at  meridian  of  the  dates. 
The  weather  has  been  cloudy  and  cold,  the  7tli  instant  only  affording 
clear  observations: 

March  3.  Latitude,  40°  49'  N.;  longitude,  70°  02'  W. 

March  4.  Latitude,  40°  12'  1ST.;  longitude,  68°  05'  W. 

March  5.  Latitude,  41°  27'  N.;  longitude,  04°  45'  W. 

March  6.  Latitude,  40°  43'  N. ;  longitude,  66°  16'  W. 

March  7.  Latitude,  40°  54'  1ST.;  longitude,  67°  46'  W. 

March  8.  Cape  Cod  bore  S.  E.  by  S. 

On  the  4th  instant,  at  4  p.  m.,  latitude  40c  14',  longitude  67°  31',  in 
a  fresh  gale  from  the  southward  and  westward,  a  boat  from  this  ship 
brought  from  the  wreck  of  the  English  schooner  Idalia  the  crew,  named 
as  follows:  William  Welch,  master;  William  Jeffers,  mate;  Robert 
Jamieson,  seaman;  James  Nixon,  seaman;  Henry  George,  seaman; 
Dennis  Keith,  boy. 

The  Idalia  was  dismasted  on  the  25th  ultimo,  some  55  miles  N.  E.  of 
Nantucket.  According  to  the  master’s  account,  she  was  seven  and  one- 
half  days  drifting  135  miles  S.  E.  by  S. 

From  his  statement  it  would  appear  that  the  disaster  to  the  Vermont 
occurred  about  the  time  his  vessel  was  dismasted.  He  represents  it  as 
having  been  a  violent  gale,  which  no  canvas  could  withstand.  After 
replenishing  the  coal  and  water  and  a  few  stores,  this  ship  will  be 
ready  for  sea. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commodore  Hiram  Paulding,  Commander. 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 
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[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  10,  1862,  from  New  York.) 

Schooner  J.  M.  Chapman  arrived  with  letters  from  Vermont.  Lay  by 
her  for  five  days,  rendering  her  assistance.  March  6,  latitude  38°  45' 
N.,  longitude  68°  8'  W.  Brought  letters.  Ship  drifting  S.  S.  E.  J  E., 
2  knots,  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  sea;  entirely  helpless;  rudder 
and  sails  gone;  requires  immediate  and  powerful  assistance. 

H.  Paulding, 
Commandant  Yard. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  12,  1862,  from  Brooklyn.) 
This  morning  at  daylight  the  steamer  Tonta  sailed  in  search  of  the 
Vermont.  To-morrow  morning,  as  soon  as  coaled,  the  steamer  Blachstone 
goes  in  search. 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  to  Captain  Ring- 
gold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  same  vessel,  conveying  order  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough 
to  proceed  in  search  of  II.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Lynn  Haven  Bay ,  Va.,  March  12 ,  1862 — 6 : 30  p.  m. 
Sir:  Agreeably  with  your  orders,  I  proceeded  from  this  place  in  the 
steamer  Freeborn  to  Hampton  Roads  to  communicate  with  the  flag- 
officer  commanding. 

On  my  arrival  I  went  on  board  the  flagship  Minnesota ,  and  was 
directed  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  to  return  immediately  with  verbal 
orders  for  you  to  proceed  without  delay  in  search  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ver¬ 
mont ,  taking  the  steamer  Baltic  with  you,  at  the  same  time  giving  me 
the  enclosed  order,  which  1  supposed  to  be  an  extract  of  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Blake, 

First  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Captain  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  Sabine. 

[Enclosure.] 

March  12,  1862. 

On  the  6th  instant  Vermont  was  seen  in  latitude  38°  45'  N.,  longitude 
68°  08'  W.,  drifting  S.  S.  E.  \  E.,  2  knots,  at  the  mercy  of  wind  and  sea, 
entirely  helpless.  Rudder  and  sails  gone.  Tow  her  into  Port  Royal,  or 
nearest  port  if  preferable. 

Most  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Captain  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine. 
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Instructions  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  to  Captain  J. 

J.  Comstock,  commanding  chartered  steamer  Baltic,  regarding  search  for  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

At  Sea ,  March  13 ,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  to  you  a  reduced  copy  of  the  Atlantic,  indicat¬ 
ing  the  position  of  the  Vermont  on  the  6tli  instant,  to  wit,  latitude  38° 
45'  N.;  longitude  68°  8'  W. ;  also  her  position  to-day,  allowing  her  a 
daily  drift  of  20  miles,  S.  S.  E.  \  E.,  distant  about  360  miles  from  us 
to-day.  If  you  will  proceed  with  all  dispatch,  without  regard  to  my 
movements,  steering  a  little  to  the  southward  of  the  Vermont’s  position 
to-day,  I  will  endeavor  to  join  you  at  the  earliest  moment. 

My  present  plan  is  to  cruise  north  of  Bermuda,  and  to  the  eastward 
and  westward,  on  each  tack,  say  60  miles,  and  it  may  be  that  I  shall 
look  in  there  for  information.  Should  you  deem  it  advisable,  in  the 
event  of  my  not  falling  in  with  you  very  soon,  I  request  you  to  do  the 
same ;  also,  without  delaying  on  your  way  to  the  Vermont’s  probable 
position,  communicate  with  any  vessels  you  may  fall  in  with,  as  you  may 
gain  some  tidings  of  ner. 

My  orders  are  very  brief  from  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough — simply  an 
extract  of  a  telegraphic  dispatch  fromthe  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  In  view 
of  the  importance,  however,  of  the  discovery  and  rescue  of  the  Vermont , 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  assume  any  necessary  responsibility,  and  in  the 
event  of  your  exhausting  your  supplies  I  will,  when  we  meet,  authorize, 
and  hereby  do  authorize,  you  to  procure  coal  and  all  other  necessaries  at 
Bermuda,  in  order  that  we  may  make  as  thorough  a  search  as  possible. 
Salt  provisions  I  can  furnish  in  any  quantity  from  my  ship,  and  what¬ 
ever  else  you  may  require. 

I  am  thankful  to  you  for  the  great  assistance  rendered  my  ship  by  the 
Baltic  on  our  way  from  New  York,  and  regret  not  having  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pay  my  residents  to  you  in  person. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Captain,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Captain  Comstock, 

Steamer  Baltic. 


Reportof  Commander  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  of  intention  to 
proceed  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  with  the  assistance  of  chartered  steamer  Saxon. 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 

At  Sea ,  Bat.  36°  32'  A.,  Long.  64°  50'  TV.,  March  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Saxon,  sent  to 
our  assistance,  reached  us  to-day.  The  steamer  Aroostook,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Beaumont,  which  has  been  in  company  with  us  for  the 
past  nine  days,  having  suffered  considerable  damage,  I  have  left  it  to 
the  discretion  of  Lieutenant  Beaumont  in  respect  to  his  future  move¬ 
ments.  He  concludes  to  put  into  the  nearest  port  for  repairs,  and  in 
the  event  of  reaching  port  in  safety  will  inform  you  of  the  present  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Vermont. 

On  the  12tli  instant  a  jury  rudder  was  launched,  but  became  unserv¬ 
iceable  in  a  short  time  and  was  taken  on  board  and  alterations  com¬ 
menced,  when  the  Saxon  arrived.  She  having  brought  a  spare  rudder, 
we  are  now  endeavoring  to  get  it  on  board,  but  experience  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  so  doing,  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  launched  overboard 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


343 


from  tlie  Saxon  prematurely.  The  condition  of  the  crew  is  much 
improved  since  my  last  communication,  the  sick  list  having  decreased 
about  one  half. 

My  present  intention  is  to  proceed  to  Port  Royal,  which  port  I 
expect  to  reach  in  five  or  six  days,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Saxon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Aug.  S.  Baldwin, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  21,  1862,  from  New  York.) 
Baltic  has  returned,  having  failed  to  find  the  Vermont.  Owners  are 
coaling  her.  Shall  I  dispatch  her  again  in  search?  Captain  Com¬ 
stock’s  report  will  be  forwarded  by  mail. 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  forwarding  report 
of  Captain  J.  J.  Comstock,  commanding  chartered  steamer  Baltic. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  March  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  Department  I  enclose  Captain  Com¬ 
stock’s  report  of  his  search  in  the  steamer  Baltic  for  the  Vermont.  The 
owners  of  the  Baltic  are  recoaling  the  ship,  and  I  have  to  ask  the 
instructions  of  the  Department  as  to  sending  her  again  on  this  service. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Steamship  Baltic, 

New  Yorh  Harbor ,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  announce  to  you  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port 
from  a  search,  per  order  of  Captain  Ringgold,  of  the  frigate  Sabine ,  for 
the  H.  S.  S.  Vermont,  disabled  at  sea.  After  towing  the  frigate  Sabine 
to  Hampton  Roads  and  from  thence  to  sea,  in  pursuance  of  instruc¬ 
tion  from  Captain  Ringgold,  I  ran  to  the  eastward  and  made  a  thorough 
search  for  the  Vermont  between  the  parallels  of  36°  and  40°  N.  and 
between  the  meridians  of  61°  and  67°  W.,  without  finding  the  ship  or 
auy  traces  of  her.  I  have  spoken  several  vessels,  but  could  learn 
nothing  from  them  either  in  relation  to  her.  Captain  Ringgold  in  his 
instructions  to  me  suggested  the  propriety  of  touching  at  Bermuda  if 
stores  or  coal  should  be  required  for  a  longer  search  than  we  were  pro¬ 
vided  for,  which  at  first  I  determined  to  do,  but  upon  reflection  deemed 
it  more  expedient  to  return  to  New  York  and  report  to  you,  for  the 
following  reasons,  which  I  trust  will  meet  your  views : 

The  distance  to  New  York  from  the  probable  position  of  the  missing 
ship  is  not  much  greater  than  to  Bermuda,  with  much  greater  oppor- 
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tumties  of  hearing  from  her  than  at  the  latter  place.  Again,  the  facili¬ 
ties  for  dispatching  the  ship  for  a  second  search  are  far  better  and 
more  economical,  as  also  your  Department  have  the  opportunity  of 
giving  such  instructions  as  they  may  desire  for  the  more  efficient  per¬ 
formance  of  the  service,  as  well  as  electing  if  it  is  desirable  or  not  to 
continue  the  search. 

This  ship  can  sail  in  thirty-six  hours  for  any  length  of  time,  and  I 
will  await  your  orders.  I  spoke  the  Sabine  on  Tuesday  at  8.30  a.  m.,  in 
latitude  39°  9',  longitude  03°  5',  standing  to  the  hi.  E.,  intending  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  search  in  that  direction. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  J.  Comstock. 

Commandant  H.  Paulding, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  22,  1862,  from  Brooklyn.) 
The  Baltic  will  leave  to-morrow  morning.  The  provisions  will  be 
sent  at  once  to  Hampton  Roads. 

H.  Paulding, 
Commandant  Navy  Yard. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

(Received  March  23,  1862,  from  Boston  navy  yard.) 

Saxon  returned  here  last  night.  Reports  Vermont  left  in  good  con¬ 
dition,  all  sails  bent.  She  received  the  rudder  from  Philadelphia  and 
has  lost  it;  otherwise  in  perfect  order.  Is  trying  to  make  her  way  to 
Port  Royal.  Shall  the  Saxon  be  sent  again  with  the  Virginia’s  rudder, 
which  can  be  fixed  in  a  short  time?  Will  report  by  letter  this  evening. 
Answer  by  telegraph. 

Wm.  L.  Hudson, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Commander  Almy,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  the  return  of 
chartered  steamer  Blackstone  from  search  forU.  S.  S.  Vermont;  extract  of  log  enclosed. 


Navy  Yard,  New  York,  April  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  steamer  Blackstone , 
chartered  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont 
returned  yesterday  after  an  unsuccessful  cruise.  I  enclose  herewith 
an  extract  of  the  log  book  of  the  steamer. 

A  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commander 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


j 


J.  J.  Almy, 
for  Commandant. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Steamer  Black  stone ,  I.  E.  Barstow,  master,  from  a  cruise  in  search  of 
the  Vermont ,  left  New  York  March  23  and  cruised  as  far  east  as  longi¬ 
tude  59  and  between  the  parallels  of  34°  and  39°  N. 

March  28. — Passed  large  quantities  of  wreck  stuff. 

March  29. — Heavy  gale,  lasting  thirty-six  hours. 

April  1. — Heavy  gale  com.  2  [sic]  ending  N.W.,  increasing  to  a  hurri¬ 
cane,  doing  us  some  damage  by  shifting  cargo,  provisions,  etc. 

April  6. — Heavy  gale,  with  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning,  and  very 
heavy  sea. 


Letter  from  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  report 
of  Captain  J.  J.  Comstock,  commanding  chartered  steamer  Baltic,  of  search  for  U.  S. 
ship  Vermont. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

April  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  commander  of  the  steam¬ 
ship  Baltic  of  his  cruise  in  search  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Steamship  Baltic, 

New  York,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  after  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  cruise  of  twenty  days  for  the  Vermont ,  over  that  part  of  tlie 
ocean  where  experience  of  the  usual  winds,  weather,  and  currents 
would  warrant  the  search  being  made.  We  have  experienced  much 
heavy  and  thick  weather,  during  which  little  could  be  done  but  hold 
our  own,  yet  we  have  steamed  over  3,000  miles,  and  spoken  many  ves¬ 
sels,  without  learning  anything  of  the  ship,  excepting  a  very  vague 
report  from  a  Scotch  bark  of  a  large  ship  being  in  distress  in  the 
longitude  of  55°,  to  which  point  I  cruised,  but  saw  nothing. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  ran  into  Bermuda,  and  there  learned  from  the 
officers  of  her  Majesty’s  gunboat  Landrail,  late  from  New  York,  that 
on  Sunday,  the  30th  of  March,  50  miles  N.  N.  W.  from  the  northern¬ 
most  point  of  Bermuda,  they  saw  a  ship  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  in 
company  standing  to  the  westward,  which  I  was  led  to  believe  might 
be  the  Vermont  and  the  Sabine.  Since  that  date  there  has  been  much 
strong  easterly  wind.  I  immediately  left  port  again  and  worked  to  the 
westward  of  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake,  but  seeing  nothing  have 
returned  to  port. 

The  captain  of  the  schooner  Oliver  II.  Booth,  who  was  on  board  the 
Vermont  several  hours  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  who  is  now  in  Ber¬ 
muda,  informed  me  that  the  ship  was  in  good  order  and  condition, 
excepting  her  rudder,  although  the  one  they  had  made  and  used  for 
several  days  answered  a  good  purpose,  but  it  was  then  unshipped  to 
repair  and  to  ship  the  one  brought  by  the  Saxon,  which  was  then 
alongside,  and  they  were  preparing  to  ship  it.  From  the  report  of  the 
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ship  given  me  by  this  captain,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  safe  arrival  at 
port  of  the  Vermont. 

1  have  seen  no  other  vessel  in  search  of  the  ship. 

Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  J.  Comstock, 

Commander. 

Commandant  Hiram  Paulding, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


Report  of  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  return  of  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine  from  search 

for  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York, 
April  17,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  return  to  this  station  yesterday  afternoon 
of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  Captain  Ringgold.  I  also  report  the  arrival 
this  day  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Shepherd  Knapp,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  H.  S.  Eytinge,  from  a  cruise. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 
Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  regarding  the  find¬ 
ing  and  condition  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Vermont. 

IJ.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

New  York,  April  16, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  gratification  to  announce  to  the  Department  my  safe 
arrival  at  this  port  from  a  perfectly  successful  search  after  the  missing 
line-of-battle  ship  Vermont. 

I  left  Lynn  Haven  Bay  on  the  evening  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  company 
with  the  Baltic  (as  reported  in  my  dispatch, per  ship  Union,  15thMarch, 
at  sea),  from  which,  however,  it  was  thought  best  to  separate  nest  day 
in  pursuit  of  the  interesting  duty  assigned  us.  My  course  was  shaped 
so  as  to  intercept  the  Vermont  in  her  supposed  drift  S.  S.  E.,  as  reported 
on  the  6th  of  March  by  the  Chapman ,  in  latitude  38°  45'  N.,  longitude 
67°  50'  W.  Heavy  S.  S.  E.  aud  S.  W.  gales  carried  me  further  to  the 
N.  E.  than  I  desired,  and  you  will  perceive  by  the  diagram  (hereto 
annexed)  that  the  Sabine  crossed  her  path  of  the  8th,  and  intersected  her 
position  of  the  12th  March  about  3  a.  m.  of  the  16th,  on  which  day  the 
wind  abated  and  we  hauled  to  the  southward  and  eastward  on  a  line 
with  the  Vermont'' s  assumed  drift,  at  a  distance  of  100  miles  to  the  east¬ 
ward  and  as  near  her  track  as  the  winds  would  permit. 

On  the  17th  I  held  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Blake,  executive  officer, 
and  the  acting  masters  of  the  ship,  all  experienced  seamen  and  quite 
familiar  with  the  weather,  winds,  and  currents  of  our  coast.  The  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  steamer  San  Francisco  at  the  point  of  her  memorable  wreck 
in  1853,  and  also  of  her  abandonment,  were  projected,  and  upon  the 
supposition,  as  reported,  that  the  Vermont  was  a  wreck,  without  masts 
or  rudder,  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  currents,  it  was  conceived 
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that  she  would  probably  be  acted  on  by  like  causes,  and  drift  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  It  was  decided  to  run  by  daylight  (laying  to  at  night),  and 
traverse  alternately  on  IN.  W.  and  S.  E.  tacks  until  we  had  thoroughly 
examined  the  space  between  our  position  of  the  16tli  and  the  second 
position  of  the  San  Francisco.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th  (blowing 
heavy)  the  Baltic  hove  in  sight,  and  passed  near  us,  steering  N.  W., 
making  signal,  u  Have  seen  nothing.”  Strong  northwest  winds  pressed 
us  to  the  N.  E.,  to  the  last  position  of  the  San  Francisco ,  without  the 
possibility  of  traversing  the  intervening  space  referred  to.  I  was  con¬ 
fident  that  the  Baltic  and  Saxon  would  also  do  this  portion  of  the  good 
work  faithfully,  and  therefore  felt  less  disappointment,  concluding  to 
return  to  the  Vermont  in  her  possible  erratic  transit  to  the  southward 
and  eastward.  But  the  winds  were  adverse,  and  again  controlled  my 
movements  in  a  great  degree.  Assuming  a  daily  drift  for  her,  I  sought  to 
steer  to  southward  and  westward.  Fair  progress  was  made  on  the  20th, 
but  after  this  good  run,  up  to  the  day  of  the  fortunate  discovery  of  the 
missing  ship,  the  Sabine  was  struggling  with  the  elements  in  their  equi¬ 
noctial  strength. 

The  gulf,  with  its  northwest  and  westerly  gales,  fully  sustained  its 
stormy  character.  The  ship,  however,  proved  fully  adequate  to  the 
task,  and,  though  slowly,  she  made  her  way  southerly  with  a  seeming 
instinct  that  was  truly  surprising. 

While  contending  with  adverse  winds,  a  hazy  sky,  and  limited  hori¬ 
zon,  you  will  perceive  by  the  diagram  that  the  mysterious  ship  and  the 
Sabine  were  gradually  approximating  and  crossing  each  other’s  track 
at  nearly  the  same  periods.  Their  positions  at  times  were  identical  (show¬ 
ing  that  with  a  clear  horizon  the  two  ships  would  have  been  visible  to 
each  other  from  aloft)  up  to  the  moment  of  the  final  happy  contact, 
that  appeared  like  the  secret  action  of  gravitation  or  the  merciful  inter¬ 
vention  of  Providence. 

On  the  21st,  at  12:30  p.  m.,  we  spoke  the  brigantine  Samoset,  three 
days  from  New  York,  which  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Blake,  who 
procured  (as  you  will  perceive  by  his  report,  hereto  annexed)  important 
intelligence.  My  strong  conviction  was  that  the  ship  mentioned  therein 
as  seen  the  day  previous  was  the  Vermont ,  but  could  not  be  assured  of 
her  identity  from  the  fact  that  the  masts  were  standing,  a  smokestack 
stood  forward  of  tbe  mainmast,  and  no  sail  set.  Projecting  her  posi¬ 
tion,  with  her  head  to  the  northward,  she  was  on  the  meridian  of  Ber¬ 
muda  and  Halifax.  From  these  appearances  I  supposed  her  to  be  an 
English  screw  line-of-battle  ship  steering  for  the  latter  place.  It  will 
presently  appear  that  the  description  of  the  ship  was  perfect,  for  it 
proved  to  be  the  Vermont.  From  Captain  Baldwin  we  learned  that  the 
smokestack  of  the  condenser  was  standing  on  that  day,  and  had  been 
removed  only  a  day  or  two  before  we  discovered  her. 

The  night  of  the  28th  proved  a  most  anxious  one;  the  storms  of  the 
season  seemed  to  culminate  and  rage  fearfully;  the  squalls  of  hail  and 
rain  were  violent.  When  morning  returned  the  wind  moderated  and 
changed  suddenly  to  the  southward  and  eastward  with  heavy  rain  and 
dense  fog.  Carrying  forth  the  Vermont’s  position  since  the  6th  March, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  Samosefs  report  of  the  ship  seen,  it  was 
obvious  the  Vermont  could  not  be  very  remote.  I  therefore  put  the 
ship  under  easy  sail,  intending  to  stand  to  northward  and  westward 
on  her  reverse  course  and  traverse  the  sea  in  that  direction.  At  8  a. 
m.  I  spoke  the  American  bark  Hannibal  from  Philadelphia,  hoping  to 
learn  favorable  tidings,  but  was  disappointed.  At  this  moment  of 
despondence  the  ships  were  actually  within  a  short  distance  of  each 
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other.  At  2:50  p.  m.  a  squall  to  the  southward  suddenly  lifted,  and 
for  a  moment  presented  a  partially  clear  horizon,  when  Richard  Lewis, 
quartermaster,  outlie  lookout,  descried  a  large  vessel  heading  east  with¬ 
out  sail  set,  and  her  mizzen  topmast  gone.  The  excitement  on  board, 
as  you  may  suppose,  was  very  great;  intense  solicitude  was  felt  by  all 
for  the  discovery  and  safety  of  the  ship.  To  the  practiced  eye  of  the 
vigilant  lookout  1  ascribe  the  discovery.  At  a  glance  I  knew  the 
stranger  to  be  identical  with  the  ship  seen  by  the  Samoset  (except  the 
smokestack).  It  was  the  Vermont,  and  at  5  p.  in.  we  passed  within 
hail  and  greeted  her  with  hearty  cheers. 

Captain  Baldwin,  in  answer  to  my  questions,  reported  all  well  on 
board  and  the  ship  not  leaking.  The  strong  wind  and  the  agitated 
state  of  the  sea  at  the  time  forbade  all  intercourse  by  means  of  boats. 
I  could  only  convey  the  assurance  that  we  would  stand  by  him  and  at 
the  earliest  moment  supply  all  his  wants.  As  the  Sabine  passed  close 
under  the  stern  her  shattered  look  and  lost  rudder  too  plainly  exposed 
the  ravages  of  the  storm  she  had  experienced. 

From  accounts  of  the  injuries  sustained  we  were  prepared  to  find 
the  ship  in  a  desperate  condition,  and  probably  abandoned ;  when  first 
discovered,  she  was  heading  S.  E.  without  a  sail  set  or  any  signs  of 
life;  our  colors  were  displayed  long  before  we  received  a  response. 
The  ship  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves,  and  when,  in  the 
obscurity  of  the  atmosphere,  a  flag  of  some  sort  became  visible  (whether 
Union  up  or  down  could  not  be  determined),  and  signs  of  life  on  board 
were  evident,  language  could  but  feebly  describe  the  emotions  that 
filled  our  hearts.  In  her  discovery,  all  hands  forgot  the  storms  encoun¬ 
tered  during  the  anxious  search. 

Throughout  the  succeeding  night  I  kept  close  company,  and  each 
ship  wore  bright  lights,  drifting  southeasterly,  as  the  winds  and  waves 
entirely  controlled  the  course  of  the  rudderless  Vermont.  Early  next 
morning,  the  weather  permitting,  I  dispatched  the  boats  with  an  officer, 
together  with  the  boatswain,  carpenter,  and  sailmaker,  to  examine  into 
the  condition  of  the  ship,  ordering  Captain  Baldwin  to  repair  on  board 
the  Sabine  in  a  return  boat.  Prom  him  I  was  gratified  to  learn  that  his 
ship  was  in  much  better  condition  than  could  have  been  expected  under 
the  circumstances. 

He  had  constructed  a  jury  rudder,  which  he  had  applied,  and  it  had 
worked  successfully  during  a  heavy  gale  of  two  days,  but  the  lower 
fastenings,  being  made  of  hawser  instead  of  chain,  had  parted;  for¬ 
tunately  it  was  hauled  on  board  and  the  hawser  replaced  with  stout 
chain.  For  eleven  days  no  occasion  had  ottered  sufficiently  favorable 
to  replace  it.  The  carpenter  of  my  ship,  Mr.  Burcham,  reported  very 
favorably  as  to  its  construction  and  the  fixtures,  etc.,  for  securing  it. 

Captain  Baldwin  presented  requisitions  for  sails,  rigging,  and  stores, 
all  of  which  were  promptly  supplied.  The  boatswain  took  with  him 
a  number  of  men  from  the  Sabine  and  bent  the  sails,  and  by  evening  all 
assistance  needed  had  been  rendered,  and  every  preparation  (except 
the  shipping  the  jury  rudder)  made  for  proceeding  to  Port  Royal, 
whither  I  determined  to  convoy  her. 

On  the  30tli,  the  weather  having  moderated,  the  sea  and  swell  sub¬ 
siding,  I  signaled  to  the  Vermont  to  make  exery  possible  exertion  to 
ship  the  jury  rudder.  The  Bermudas  were  close  under  our  lee,  the 
drift  and  currents  were  setting  both  ships  bodily  on  them,  and  there 
were  no  charts  on  board  that  defined  the  dangerous  reefs  surrounding 
those  islands.  I  felt  great  apprehensions  lest  1  could  not  weather  the 
islands,  in  which  contingency  to  escape  them  it  would  become  neces- 
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sary  to  pass  to  the  eastward,  if  that  were  practicable.  After  much 
delay  and  labor,  the  rudder  was  shipped,  and  before  sunset  the  ships 
were  happily  on  a  course  to  the  westward  (the  rudder  working  well), 
and  at  a  rate  per  hour  that  carried  us  45  miles  clear  of  the  Bermudas. 

On  the  31st  good  progress  was  made,  with  further  favorable  reports 
of  the  working  of  the  rudder.  At  1  a.  m.  on  the  1st,  the  Avind 
changed  suddenly  to  the  A.  W.  with  a  severe  squall,  accompanied  by 
heavy  rain,  which  lasted  until  daylight;  it  then  commenced  to  blow  a 
brisk  gale  at  1ST.  W.  The  two  ships  separated  unavoidably,  and  at  4 
a.  m.  lost  sight  of  each  other.  I  cruised  cautiously  for  two  days,  to 
leeward  of  the  position  of  the  Vermont  when  last  seen,  and  searched 
the  part  of  the  sea  where  she  must  have  drifted,  in  the  event  of  any 
accident  to  or  loss  of  the  rudder. 

The  wind  was  fair  for  Port  Royal,  and  knowing  Captain  Baldwin’s 
desire  to  carry  his  ship,  unattended,  to  her  destination  after  his  mis 
fortune,  and  satisfied  also  from  my  own  experience  of  three  days  that 
the  jury  rudder  was  adequate  to  its  task,  I  entertained  no  fears  that  the 
Vermont  would  safely  gain  the  harbor  of  Port  Royal.  To  have  accom¬ 
panied  her  there,  after  escaping  and  passing  clear  of  the  Bermudas, 
would  have  been  simply  superfluous.  I  therefore  decided  to  shape  my 
course  for  New  York,  in  order  to  convey  to  the  Department,  at  the 
earliest  moment,  intelligence  of  the  result  of  our  labors  in  pursuit  of  the 
missing  ship.  This  was  promptly  transmitted  through  the  telegraph 
at  Sandy  Hook. 

I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  goodness  of  Providence  during  our 
special  mission.  Heaven  smiled  upon  our  exertions,  in  spiteof  unfavora¬ 
ble  weather  and  unremitting  heavy  gales. 

The  ship  met  with  no  accident  or  injury  whatever.  The  only  painful 
event  was  the  loss  of  an  excellent  man,  Michael  O’Brien,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  who,  while  on  the  lookout  on  the  fore-topgallant  yard,  doubtless 
in  his  eagerness  to  discover  theobjectof  our  search, lost  liis  balance  and 
fell  to  the  deck,  fractured  his  skull,  and  expired  instantly. 

1  am  truly  thankful  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  ship  for  the  hearty 
zeal  they  evinced  during  the  protracted  search,  and  their  faithful  coop¬ 
eration  in  assisting  to  restore  so  fine  a  ship  to  the  Navy,  and  theofficers 
and  men  of  the  Vermont  to  their  anxious  families  and  friends. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  assure  you  I  feel  highly  honored  that 
the  Department  should  have  confided  to  my  hands  so  interesting  a 
duty. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Captain ,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  ship  Vermont,  of  movements  of 
that  vessel  from  February  24  to  April  12,  1862. 

II.  S.  Ship  Vermont, 

Port  Royal ,  S.C.,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  details  attendant  upon 
the  passage  of  this  ship  from  Boston  to  this  port: 

The  Vermont  left  Boston  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  February  last, 
in  tow  of  two  tugboats,  the  steamer  Kensington  in  company  with 
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orders  to  accompany  and  tow  tlie  Vermont  to  this  port ;  at  8 :30  o’clock 
a.  m.  she  took  us  in  tow.  At  noon  of  that  day,  air  light  and  water 
smooth,  steering  E.  S.  E.  At  2  o’clock  p.  m.  took  two  reefs  in 
topsails  and  set  the  courses  (mainsail  single  reefed),  jib,  and  spanker. 
During  the  afternoon  thick  hazy  weather,  with  rain.  At  half  past 
7  o’clock  p.  m.,  when  near  Cape  Cod  light,  a  heavy  squall  from  the 
westward  accompanied  with  snow  struck  the  ship;  reduced  sail  to 
double-reefed  topsails  and  jibs.  The  towlines  were  let  go  by  the 
Kensington.  The  wind  increased  to  a  gale  from-  the  northwest,  of 
excessive  violence,  and  the  ship  refusing  to  obey  her  helm  broached  to 
with  all  after  sail  furled,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  her  sails  torn  from 
the  yards.*  In  the  belief  that  we  would  drift  upon  Cape  Cod  beach, 
and  by  the  advice  and  desire  of  the  pilot,  who  was  familiar  with  the 
locality,  I  anchored  in  24  fathoms  water;  in  accomplishing  which  the 
starboard  anchor  was  lost  and  the  port  one  let  go  and  the  ship  brought 
up.  During  the  night  a  great  quantity  of  water  had  accumulated  on 
the  berth  deck,  and  the  mess  chests  which  had  broken  from  their  fast¬ 
enings  were  floating  across  the  deck  at  every  roll  of  the  ship,  also  the 
cradles  in  the  sick  bay,  etc.  About  11  o’clock  p.  m.,  a  port  on  the  star¬ 
board  side  of  the  sick  bay  was  forced  open,  by  which  great  quantities  of 
water  entered,  sweeping  away  bulkheads,  drawers,  etc.,  and  destroy¬ 
ing  all  the  medical  stores  iu  the  surgeon’s  department.  Being  unable 
to  clear  the  ship  of  water  by  the  pumps,  men  were  employed  over  forty 
hours  with  buckets  freeing  the  berth  deck  of  water.  The  gale  contin¬ 
ued  with  unprecedented  violence  for  upward  of  fifty  hours,  during 
which  time  the  ship  drifted  nearly  100  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  near 
George’s  Shoal.  At3  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  February  the 
ship’s  iron  tiller,  6  inches  square,  snapped  short  off  at  the  rudderhead, 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  rudder  was  torn  from  the  sternpost  and  broke 
entirely  adrift  from  the  ship.  A  drag  was  constructed  and  launched 
overboard  and  the  cable  slipped  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  cast  the  ship’s 
head  so  as  to  clear  the  shoals  and  stand  to  the  southward. 

A  few  hours  later  the  schooner  Flying  Mist  was  spoken,  and  an 
arrangement  effected  with  her  captain  to  convey  Mr.  Birnie  (store¬ 
keeper)  to  the  nearest  port  to  report  the  condition  of  the  ship  to  the  JST avy 
Department.  Providentially  the  ship  drifted  clear  of  George’s  and 
Nantucket  shoals.  Strong  gales  and  piercing  cold  prevailed  for  the 
following  two  weeks. 

On  the  1st  of  March  the  schooner  J.  M.  Chapman ,  Captain  Chapman, 
came  to  our  assistance  and  an  arrangement  was  effected  with  Captain 
Chapman  to  lay  by  us  and  he  remained  in  company  until  the  6th  day 
of  March,  when  I  dispatched  him  to  the  nearest  port  with  advices  for 
the  Navy  Department.  This  schooner  was  employed  in  the  hope  and 
expectation  that  easterly  winds  would  drift  us  to  the  vicinity  of  some  of 
the  ports  adjacent  to  New  York,  where  information  could  be  given  of  our 
locality,  and  aid  afforded  us,  but  after  keeping  the  schooner  by  us  for 
the  period  of  five  days  and  the  winds  prevailing  from  the  northward  and 
westward,  I  dispatched  her  for  the  nearest  port  as  aforesaid.  On  the 
7th  of  March  a  steamer  ran  down  to  us  and  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  gun¬ 
boat  Aroostook ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Beaumont,  from  Boston, 
March  2,  sent  to  our  assistance  by  the  commandant  of  the  Boston  navy 

*  On  the  liiglit  of  the  gale  of  February  24,  soon  after  the  sails  were  blown  away, 
the  waist,  quarter,  and  stern  boats  were  blown  away,  the  quarter  boat  taking  with 
it  her  davits.  Very  few  articles  of  furniture  in  the  cabin  escaped  serious  damage 
or  entire  destruction.  Chairs,  tables,  sofa,  table  furniture,  and  stores  were  thrown 
pell  mell  together,  hither  and  thither.  I  received  myself  a  severe  contusion,  from 
which  I  continue  to  suffer. 
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yard;  the  only  aid  she  could  afford  us,  however,  was  to  lay  by  and 
assist  us  to  wear  ship,  which  otherwise  could  not  be  accomplished. 
During  five  or  six  days  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  Aroostook 
strong  gales  continued,  by  which  the  Aroostook  lost  her- smokestack 
and  was  otherwise  damaged.  In  the  meantime  we  constructed  a  rud¬ 
der,  which  was  ready  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  weather  would  permit, 
sails  were  repaired,  rigging  set  up,  etc. 

The  rudder  was  shipped  March  13,  and  worked  well  until  noon  of  the 
following  day,  when  the  heel  guy  chafed  off.  We  succeeded  in  getting 
it  on  board  and  improving  upon  it.  The  steamer  Saxon,  Captain  Mat¬ 
thews,  with  Lieutenant  Spicer,  U.  S.  Navy,  on  board,  having  been  dis¬ 
patched  from  Boston  by  Captain  Hudson  to  our  relief,  reached  us  March 
15.  The  Saxon  brought  us  some  sails  and  also  a  rudder.  We  succeeded 
in  getting  an  old  mainsail  and  topgallant  sail  on  board,  but  the  rudder 
being  of  great  weight,  having  some  90  fathoms  of  chain  attached  to  it, 
and  having  been  launched  overboard  from  the  Saxon  prematurely,  at 
nightfall,  and  on  the  verge  of  a  gale,  we  were  unable  to  secure  it  and  it 
was  lost.  ' 

Upon  Lieutenant  Spicer  reporting  to  me,  I  directed  him  to  take  the 
Vermont  in  tow  and  proceed  in  a  southwest  direction  toward  Port 
Royal,  which  order  he  manifested  reluctance  to  obey.  Early  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  strong  gales  from  the  southwest  set  in  when  the  tow- 
lines  were  let  go  by  the  Saxon  and  she  steamed  off  out  of  sight.  About 
4  o’clock  p.  m.  of  the  following  day  (March  17)  she  again  appeared  in 
sight  and  stood  toward  us,  when  we  endeavored  to  drift  a  hawser  to 
her  which  she  would  not  pick  up.  She  remained  in  company  with  us 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  when  she  again  stood  off’ in  an 
easterly  direction.  During  this  interval  we  several  times  drifted  aline 
to  her  which  she  neglected  to  pick  up;  on  one  occasion  she  ran  over  the 
line  without  making  any  attempt  to  grapple  it;  on  another  occasion, 
having  grappled  it,  steamed  up  rapidly  until  it  parted,  and  apparently 
determined  not  to  take  us  in  tow,  steamed  away,  after  which  we  saw  no 
more  of  her. 

The  weather  for  the  ensuing  ten  days  was  such  as  to  render  shipping 
and  securing  the  jury  rudder,  as  altered,  impossible;  what  few  sails  we 
had,  however,  were  repaired,  the  standing  rigging  fore  and  aft  set  up, 
and  everything  in  readiness  to  ship  the  rudder  as  soon  as  the  weather 
permitted.  The  sails  and  rigging  being  old  and  rotten  were  continually 
being  split  and  parting,  and  required  the  utmost  vigilance  to  be  kept 
together  and  serviceable. 

On  the  27th  following,  the  U.  S.  frigate  Sabine,  Captain  Ringgold,  fell 
in  with  us.  Captain  Ringgold  supplied  us  with  a  maintopsail  and  a 
jib;  also  with  what  articles  we  required  in  the  sailmaker’s  and  boat¬ 
swain’s  department,  and  rendered  us  prompt  and  efficient  service.  The 
Sabine  remained  in  company  with  us  until  the  1st  of  April,  early  on 
the  morning  of  which  day  we  experienced  a  severe  gale  from  the  south¬ 
west,  and  at  about  midnight  parted  company  with  the  Sabine,  she  bear¬ 
ing  S.  S.  W. 

On  the  30th  of  March  the  jury  rudder  was  shipped,  and  the  same 
working  successfully,  the  ship  was  at  once  put  on  her  course,  her  rate 
of  speed  averaging  about  6  knots  per  hour,  until  the  12th  instant,  when 
we  made  the  light  ship  off  Port  Loyal  entrance  and  anchored  at  10 
o’clock  p.  m. 

During  this  period  the  exertions  of  the  boatswain,  Mr.  Bartlett,  and 
the  sailmaker,  Mr.  Joines,  have  been  unremitting  and  most  praise¬ 
worthy.  The  sick  list  has  been  unusually  large  (upward  of  50),  many 
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of  whom  were  severely  frosted  during  the  gale  from  February  24  to  27. 
The  few  seamen  on  board  were  subject  to  severe  duty  on  account  of  the 
unusual  preponderance  of  light  landsmen  and  boys.  Of  those  of  the 
crew  who  had  been  shipped  as  ordinary  seamen  many  were  boys,  one 
of  them  seventeen  years  old  only  and  had  never  been  afloat  in  his  life. 
Another  one  informed  me  that  he  had  not  been  out  of  his  bed  in  twelve 
months  until  the  day  previous  to  his  enlistment.  He  has  been  continu¬ 
ally  on  the  sick  list  since  the  11th  of  February. 

The  whole  number  of  sick  were  taken  into  the  cabin  and  wardroom, 
where  they  continued  until  the  ship  reached  mild  weather  and  the  sick 
bay  rendered  wholesome,  a  period  of  about  ten  days. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient, 

Aug.  S.  Baldwin, 
Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Ship  Vermont. 

Flag-Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  S.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul,  Gibraltar,  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  relative  to  complaints  against 
C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


Gibraltar,  Sunday ,  March  2,  1862 — 10  a.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  1  have  your  note  *  of  yesterday.  1  have  no  objection  to 
lay  before  the  British  governor  any  complaints  you  may  think  proper  to 
make  against  the  Sumter ,  or  upon  anything  else  relating  to  our  public 
service.  1  would,  however,  remark  in  reply  to  the  contents  of  your 
note  of  yesterday  that  1  have  great  doubts  in  my  own  mind  whether  any 
seamen  have  been  shipped  on  board  that  rebel  steamer.  I  think  the 
report  originates  by  a  seaman,  who  I  believe  to  be  an  American  and 
discharged  some  weeks  back  from  a  British  brig,  having  by  his  own 
will  and  accord  gone  on  board  of  the  Sumter,  but  I  have  no  evidence 
yet  whether  it  is  merely  on  a  visit  or  for  good.  Anyhow  I  did  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  notice  the  matter,  particularly  as  he  is  an  American. 
I  know  that  the  captain  of  the  port  has  declared  that  no  sailors  would 
be  permitted  to  be  shipped  by  the  Sumter.  He  even  has  refused  to 
ship  some  ot  the  Sumter'1 s  men  by  foreign  vessels,  who  are  still  on  shore 
and  who  refuse  to  return  to  the  Sumter ,  and  one  of  these  very  men 
whom  1  saved  from  being  dragged  on  board  of  the  SumteSs  boat  by  her 
officers,  some  weeks  since,  assured  me  this  morning  that  he  felt  posi¬ 
tive  the  Sumter  has  not  shipped  any  men  here.  He  mentioned  the  fact 
of  the  seaman  referred  to  above  having  gone  on  board  the  Sumter ,  blit¬ 
he  even  doubted  if  he  had  been  regularly  shipped.  With  this  informa¬ 
tion  before  you,  let  me  know  if  you  will  require  me  to  communicate 
with  the  governor  on  the  subject  of  your  note. 

Be  assured  that  I  keep  as  good  a  lookout  here  as  my  position  will 
permit,  and  that  I  am  quite  as  desirous  as  your  good  self  to  see  that 
her  Majesty’s  proclamation  be  carried  out  to  the  letter,  but  to  lay  com¬ 
plaints  without  strong  grounds  might,  perhaps,  be  a  wrong  policy  to 
pursue.  I  have  examined  several  of  our  boatmen  who  are  constantly 
in  the  bay  and  passing  by  the  Sumter,  and  they  all  seem  to  think  that 
no  seamen  have  been  enlisted  on  board  the  Sumter. 


Not  found. 
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I  sent  you  a  newspaper  to-day  with  New  York  telegrams  of  the  12th, 
announcing  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  flotilla  at  Roanoke  Island  and 
the  burning  and  taking  of  Elizabeth  City  after  hard  lighting. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague. 


Captain  Craven, 

TJ .  8.  8.  Tu  scar  or  a ,  off  Algeciras , 

P.  S. — Excuse  this  hasty  scrawl;  I  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  courier. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Moore ,  TJ.  8.  Vary,  commanding 
TJ.  8.  ship  Morning  Light ,  of  cruise  from  January  30  to  date. 

U.  S.  Ship  Morning  Light, 

New  York,  March  2 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  abstract  taken 
from  the  log  book  of  the  IT.  S.  ship  Morning  Light,  under  my  command, 
a  diagram  or  chart  showing  the  position  of  the  ship  at  noon  of  each 
civil  day.  The  red  figures  indicate  tlie  position  of  the  vessels  I  have 
seen  during  the  cruise.  I  also  enclose  reports  of  the  proceedings  taken 
by  courts-martial  held  by  my  orders  during  the  cruise.  Nothing  of 
importance  has  occurred  since  my  last  dispatch  of  January  30. 
Upon  referring  to  my  dispatch  of  26th  December  I  find  that  the 
language  made  use  of  in  regard  to  the  Danish  bark  Jorgen  Lorentzen 
is  rather  vague  if  my  copy  is  correct.  I  say: 

If  bound  on  an  honest  voyage  no  injury  is  done  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  but  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  of  their  intention  to  run  into  New  Orleans 
if  possible. 

I  should  have  said : 

After  due  deliberation  and  cons^lltation  with  all  my  officers,  who  were  unanimous 
against  me,  I  concluded  to  send  the  Jorgen  Lorentzen  in  to  New  York,  and  should  it 
prove  that  she  was  bound  on  an  honest  voyage  no  possible  damage  can  result  to 
the  owners  of  vessel  and  cargo.  There  may  a  question  arise  about  the  violation  of 
the  Danish  flag,  should  I  prove  to  be  wrong  in  sending  her  in,  but  I  presume  nothing 
of  so  serious  a  nature  that  it  can  not  be  easily  remedied.  My  conviction  is  that  the 
vessel  is  bound  to  run  the  blockade,  if  possible,  and  that  the  cargo  belongs  to 
Southern  owners,  but  whether  legal  evidence  can  be  brought  to  prove  that  is 
another  question . 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  ship  has  proved  herself  to  be  a 
very  fast  vessel.  She  requires  some  minor  alterations  and  repairs, 
which  are  duly  reported  to  the  proper  officials.  She  is  very  stanch, 
and  in  proper  trim  and  ballast  is  a  very  efficient  vessel  and,  with  the 
addition  of  2  pivot  guns  and  a  howitzer,  I  think  would  be  equal  nearly 
to  a  third-class  sloop.  Asking  for  further  instructions, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Moore, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  T). 
123a - 23 
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Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  frigate 

Potomac ,  of  interviews  with  General  Prim ,  chief  of  Spanish  forces , 

Commodore  Dunlop,  R.  A.,  and  M.  de  Salique,  French  minister  at  Vera 

Cruz ,  relative  to  affairs  in  Mexico. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz ,  March  2 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  departure  of  an  American  trading  schooner  on  the  4th  for 
New  York  enables  me  to  add  a  word  or  two  to  my  first  dispatch,  dated 
the  19th  ultimo. 

I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  making  official  visits  to  the  chiefs, 
civil  and  military,  of  the  parties  combined  against  Mexico,  and  first  of 
all  to  General  Prim,  Conde  de  Reus,  chief  of  the  Spanish  forces  and 
commanding  in  chief  on  shore.  He  received  me  with  great  cordiality, 
and  detained  me  for  more  than  an  hour  listening  to  an  earnest  exposi¬ 
tion  of  his  policy  and  purposes  in  regard  to  Mexico.  He  seemed  to  be 
anxious  to  impress  upon  me  several  leading  points  of  policy  which 
should  govern  his  conduct,  and,  first  of  all,  that  neither  Spain  nor  her 
allies  had  present  or  ulterior  designs  against  Mexico  touching  the 
nationality,  the  soil,  the  constitution,  or  the  existing  administration  of 
that  country  for  any  dynastic  purpose,  and  declared  emphatically 
that  the  existing  unanimity  of  all  classes  of  Mexicans  would  be  a 
barrier  sufficient  to  defeat  such  purpose  if  ever  entertained;  and  that 
his  Government  would  never  have  selected  him  (Prim)  to  execute  it, 
for  he  was  hostile  to  it  in  every  point  of  view,  and  known  so  to  be. 

His  second  in  command,  General  Milans  de  Bosch,  who  is  a  fine  old 
soldier  and  speaks  English  well,  was  present  at  the  last  part  of  this 
friendly  interview,  and  spoke  to  the  same  purpose  and  quite  decisively. 

I  had  an  interview  with  Commodore  Dunlop,  who  commands  the 
British  forces,  ashore  as  well  as  afloat.  Almost  his  first  words  touched 
upon  the  vital  point  of  interest  between  us.  He  said  that  happily  the 
threatened  danger  of  hostilities  had  passed  away ;  he  was  glad  to  see  me 
here,  “  for,” said  he,  with  the  utmost  frankness,  “  when  I  came  down  here 
I  confidently  expected  that  in  ten  days  I  should  have  had  my  squadron 
operating  against  you  on  the  coast.”  This  acknowledgment  will  not 
fail  to  convey  to  you  two  weighty  facts — first,  that  the  contingent  war 
orders  had  been  given  to  the  British  naval  chiefs;  secondly,  that  the 
assemblage  of  the  fleet  at  Yera  Cruz,  as  against  Mexico,  was  only  a 
cover  to  the  real  purpose,  to  wit,  a  convenient  basis  of  hostilities 
against  our  line  of  blockade,  the  western  end  of  which  is  only  three 
days’  sail  from  Yera  Cruz. 

The  British  minister  was  not  at  home,  but  I  met  him  at  the  hotel  of 
the  French  admiral.  A  brief  visit  to  M.  de  Salique,  the  French 
minister,  enabled  me  to  gather  “  that  France  did  not  desire  to  see  the 
United  States  weakened.” 

I  dined,  by  invitation  of  General  Prim,  on  the  22d  February,  with 
the  chief  civil,  military,  aud  naval  officers  of  the  combined  forces. 
General  Prim  called  the  attention  of  his  guests  to  the  fact  that  the  day 
was  the  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  Washington,  and  after  an 
eloquent  eulogium  upon  the  man  whose  fame  and  deeds  were  the  com¬ 
mon  heritage  of  mankind,  etc.,  called  upon  his  guests  to  unite  with 
him  in  a  toast  to  his  memory,  which  was  rendered  with  gratifying  mani¬ 
festations  of  regard. 

I  shall  not  prolong  this  letter  further  than  to  say  that  the  French 
forces  marched  to  the  interior  four  days  since,  with  the  French  admiral 
at  their  head.  Yesterday  General  Milans  marched  with  three  brigades 
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of  Spaniards  on  the  same  route  via  Orizata  [Orizaba?],  and  tbe  British 
forces,  less  than  either,  follow  immediately  under  Commodore  Dunlop, 
the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  being  in  the  meantime  garrisoned  by  sailors  from 
the  fleet,  who  were  landing  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  frigate  Poto¬ 
mac ,  relative  to  combined  forces  marching  to  interior  of  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz ,  March  3, 1862. 

Sir  :  The  combined  forces  march  to  the  interior,  by  the  way  of  Ori¬ 
zata  [Orizaba?],  with  the  permission  of  the  Mexican  Government,  which 
fact  is  established  by  a  convention  entered  into  by  General  Milans  and 
the  Mexican  commissioners,  of  whom  “  Doblado  ”  was,  I  believe,  the 
principal.  The  exact  terms  thereof  are  not  known;  but  it  is  known 
that  a  healthy  position  in  the  uplands,  beyond  the  first  defenses,  which 
are  to  be  vacated,  is  granted  by  the  Mexicans  to  the  expeditionary 
forces  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  the 
preliminaries  of  which  have  already  been  signed.  Besides  the  papers 
herewith  enclosed,  I  have  this  information  directly  from  General 
Milans,  who  negotiated  the  preliminary  convention.  One  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  features  of  it  is  that  the  strong  places  abandoned  by  the  Mexican 
forces  shall  be  restored,  and  the  combined  forces  shall  retire  to  Yera 
Cruz,  should  the  final  negotiations  for  peace  fail. 

The  professed  object  of  the  allies  is,  first,  pecuniary  indemnifications 
or  satisfactory  security  for  the  payment  of  rightful  demands,  and  cer¬ 
tain  guaranties  against  future  wrongs  and  injuries  to  persons  and  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  States  in  question  by  the  Mexicans. 

Under  the  preliminary  articles  entered  into,  the  Mexican  flag  has 
been  hoisted  over  the  castle  and  in  the  city,  jointly  with  those  of  the 
allies;  and  this  seems  to  indicate  a  friendly  settlement  of  the  differ¬ 
ences.  The  English  certainly  have  no  heart  in  this  business  and  will 
be  satisfied  with  the  execution  of  a  former  convention,  known  as  u  Dun¬ 
lop’s.”  The  French  are  at  issue  with  the  Spaniards  about  some  unknown 
matter,  and  the  Spanish  General  Prim,  as  also  his  second,  Milans, 
declare  that  they  have  neither  the  force  nor  the  desire  to  push  Mexico 
to  extreme  measures. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  fifth  number  of  the  Eco,  published  on  the 
20th  February,  and  a  supplement  of  the  same  paper  dated  the  27th  of 
the  same  month,  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba,  relative  to  capture  of  sloop  0.  K.,  off  Cedar  Keys ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Key  West,  March  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  remained  in  Key  West  seven  days  after  my  last  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  Department,  of  February  6,  waiting  to  hear  from  the  consul 
at  Havana.  Kot  receiving  any  communication,  I  sailed  ou  a  cruise  in  the 
gulf,  taking  on  board  an  extra  quantity  of  provisions,  to  supply  some 
of  the  blockading  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  reported  to  be  on 
short  allowance  by  Commander  Woodhull.  Before  sailing  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  requested  me  to  take  on  board  two  army  paymasters,  Majors 
Watson  and  Locke,  with  their  treasure,  and  land  them  at  Ship  Island. 

During  my  cruise  I  touched  at  Ship  Island,  thetwo  passes  of  Apalachi¬ 
cola,  Cedar  Keys,  and  Tampa  Bay.  Off  Cedar  Keys  I  captured  a  small 
sloop,  named  the  0.  K. ,  with  a  rebel  on  board,  making  his  way  to  St. 
Marks.  I  took  the  sloop  in  tow  with  the  intention  of  handing  her  over 
to  the  blockading  vessel  off  that  place,  but  in  consequence  of  her  bad 
condition  and  the  heavy  sea  running  she  swamped.  The  man  I  shall 
hand  over  to  Brigadier-General  Brauuan,  commanding  at  this  place. 
#####** 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  B.  Ridgely, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Captain  Henry  Chads,  R.  N,  to  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  informing  him  his  ship  must  leave  Gib¬ 
raltar  twenty-four  hours  after  anchoring. 

H.  M.  Ship  London, 

Gibraltar,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  the  rules  laid  down  by 
Earl  Russell,  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  ship  under  your  command  should 
leave  this  port  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  of  anchoring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Chads, 

Captain. 

Commander  Craven, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 


Letter  from  the  governor  of  Gibraltar  to  Captain  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ .  8..  S.  Tuscarora,  relative  to  talcing  in  necessary  supplies 
and  leaving  port  in  twenty  four  hours  from  time  of  anchoring. 

Gibraltar,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  not  aware  of  any  communication  which  may  have  been 
made  to  you  by  the  officer  commanding  H.  M.  S.  London.  '  There  is  no 
objection  to  your  taking  in  supplies  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of 
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your  crew.  I  understand  that  your  expression,  “some  supplies  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  ship”  under  your  command,  is  to  be  limited  to  the  quota¬ 
tion  which  I  have  made  from  the  Earl  Bussed  rules,  which  have  been 
communicated  to  you. 

I  request  you  to  notify  this  permission  to  the  captain  of  the  H.  M.  S. 
London ,  and  I  also  request  that  your  stay  in  Gibraltar  may  be  limited 
to  period  of  twenty  four  hours  from  the  time  of  the  Tv.scarora’s 
anchoring  in  this  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  CODRINGTON, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

[Commander  Craven, 

U.  8.  8.  Tusearora .] 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  naval  forces , 

Pacific  Ocean ,  advising  the  occasional  presence  of  United  States  vessels 

on  the  South  American  coast  as  far  as  Valparaiso ,  Chile. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

San  Francisco ,  March  10 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  arrived  at  this  port  on 
the  7th  instant,  in  twenty-four  days  from  Acapulco,  being  most  of  the 
time,  from  a  scarcity  of  coal,  under  canvas,  and  having  adverse  winds. 

1  have  received  communications  from  Commander  McDougal,  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wyoming ,  informing  me  that  he  towed  up  the  U.  S.  storeship 
Fredonia  from  Valparaiso,  which  ship  is  now  safely  moored  at  Callao. 

Commander  McDougal,  while  at  Valparaiso,  had  an  interview  with 
our  minister,  Mr.  Nelson,  who  informed  him  that  the  most  cordial  feel¬ 
ing  toward  the  U.  S.  Government  existed  on  the  part  of  Chile,  and  that 
the  Chilian  authorities  would  not  permit  privateers  to  fit  out  or  receive 
any  countenance  from  them.  On  her  way  to  Panama  the  Wyoming 
touched  at  Tumbez  and  Guayaquil,  and  arrived  at  Panama  February  19. 

A  communication  received  by  Commander  McDougal  from  our  min¬ 
ister  at  Quito,  Ecuador,  states  that  the  relations  with  Peru,  which  some 
time  since  had  assumed  a  threatening  character,  had  now  calmed  down, 
so  that  the  Ecuadorian  Government  had  reduced  its  army  to  a  peace 
footing;  that  the  presence  at  Guayaquil  of  one  of  our  vessels  of  war 
was  not  now  absolutely  necessary,  but  recommends  that  one  ship  should 
occasionally  touch  there. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  affairs  I  think  it  desirable  to  send  each  of 
the  squadrons  in  succession  to  cruise  down  the  coast  as  far  as  Valpa¬ 
raiso,  touching  at  the  most  important  places,  not  only  to  give  security 
to  our  countrymen  engaged  in  business,  but  to  let  these  South  Ameri¬ 
can  governments  see  that,  notwithstanding  our  difficulties  at  home,  we 
still  have  the  power  to  punish  any  infractions  of  our  treaties  and  to 
afford  ample  protection  to  our  commerce  along  their  coasts. 

The  Cyane  was  to  leave  Panama  for  Valparaiso  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Wyoming.  She  must  have  sailed  about  February  21,  aixl  as  I  directed 
the  captain  of  the  Saranac  to  tow  her  well  out  of  the  bay,  she  will  soon 
be  at  Valparaiso. 

The  Wyoming  will  proceed  to  Acapulco  to  take  the  place  of  the  Nar- 
ragansett ,  which  vessel  I  have  ordered  here  for  repairs.  The  St.  Mary’s 
is  now  here,  where  she  has  been  awaiting  our  arrival,  to  effect  an 
exchange  of  officers  ordered  by  the  Department.  She  will  sail  in  a  day 
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or  two  for  a  cruise  along  the  coast  and  in  the  Gulf  of  California  as  far 
as  Cape  Corrientes. 

This  ship  will  go  to  the  navy  yard,  Mare  Island,  day  after  to-morrow, 
where  she  will  undergo  extensive  repairs  in  her  hull  and  machinery, 
both  of  which  are  unseaworthy  in  their  present  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  Pacific  Ocean. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Kear- 

sarge,  of  arrival  at  Algeciras,  enclosing  correspondence  relative  to  arrest 

of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall  at  Tangier. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras ,  March  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  at  10  p.  in- 
on  the  7th  instant,  where  I  found  the  G.  S.  steam  sloop  T-uscarora , 
Commander  T.  A.  Craven,  blockading  the  Sumter,  lying  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  bay  at  Gibraltar.  On  arrival  here  my  engines  were  out 
of  running  order  and  needing  some  five  days7  work,  but  owing  to  the 
state  of  affairs  at  Tangier  resulting  from  the  arrest  of  Messrs.  Myers 
and  Tunstall,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  proceed  to  that  port  with  Con¬ 
sul  J.  DeLong,  then  on  a  visit  to  Gibraltar,  which  I  did  on  the  10th, 
and  landed  him  with  a  salute  of  nine  guns.  I  also  exchanged  a 
national  salute  with  the  Moorish  authorities,  and  had  a  very  pleasant 
and  satisfactory  interview  with  the  Moorish  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 

Returning  to  Algeciras  on  the  11th,  I  hove  to  off  Gibraltar  for  the 
purpose  of  landing  a  passenger  and  dispatches,  when  I  received  a 
verbal  communication  from  his  Excellency  the  governor  of  Gibraltar, 
through  the  health  officer  of  the  port,  requesting  to  know  my  reasons 
for  appearing  off  that  port. 

A  copy  of  my  communication  to  him  on  this  point,  as  well  as  his 
reply  thereto,  are  respectfully  enclosed.  I  also  enclose  a  communi¬ 
cation  from  Horatio  J.  Perry,  esq.,  charge  d7  affaires  at  Madrid,  with 
my  reply  to  the  same. 

I  beg  to  state  that  had  my  engines  been  in  reliable  order  for  chase 
I  should  have  sent  the  Tuscarora  to  Tangier,  and  remained  myself  to 
perform  what  I  consider  the  first  object  of  my  instructions. 

The  Sumter  at  present  lies  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  with 
but  a  few  hours’  coal  on  board,  and  owing  to  the  active  exertions  of 
our  consul,  Horatio  J.  Sprague,  is  cut  off  from  all  chance  of  obtaining 
an  additional  supply.  Some  twenty  of  her  men  have  deserted,  and  a 
greater  part  of  the  remainder  watching  a  chance  of  escape.  I  shall 
not,  however,  on  these  accounts  be  the  less  vigilant.  1  am  at  present 
at  work  upon  [the]  engines,  which  will  in  a  few  days  be  in  perfect 
order,  and  trusting  the  care  of  the  Sumter  to  the  vigilance  and  readi¬ 
ness  of  the  Tuscarora, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W,  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Madrid ,  March  5 ,  1862. 

Captain  :  A  telegraphic  dispatch  last  evening  tells  me  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Kearsarge  at  Cadiz.  Information  has  already  reached  me  by 
mail  that  our  consul,  Mr.  DeLong,  was  in  some  trouble  at  Tangier 
on  account  of  the  arrest  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tun  stall,  referred  to 
in  my  letter  of  February  26.  But  as  I  have  subsequent  notice  that 
these  persons  were  safely  embarked  on  board  the  Jno,  and  had 
arrived  in  her  at  Algeciras,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  difficulty  has 
ceased  at  Tangier.  If  unfortunately  this  should  not  be  the  case,  you 
will  allow  me  to  express  my  opinion  that  the  just  and  patriotic  action 
of  our  consul  ought  to  be  sustained  at  all  hazards,  and  the  honor 
and  authority  of  our  consulate-general  at  Tangier  must  be  main¬ 
tained. 

From  my  information  it  seems  that  the  Moorish  authorities  have 
from  the  first  been  well  disposed  and  their  action  unobjectionable;  the 
whole  difficulty  is  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  the  intrigues  of  other 
foreigners  at  Tangier,  to  which  perhaps  the  authorities  at  Gibraltar 
are  not  wholly  strangers.  But  neither  the  Government  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  nor  that  of  any  other  Christian  power  can  ever  have  authorized 
nor  will  it  sanction  such  proceedings.  The  act  of  Mr.  DeLong  was  per¬ 
fectly  legal  and  proper,  and  was  performed  in  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  precisely  the  same  kind  of  authority  claimed  and  exercised  by  all 
the  consuls  of  the  Christian  powers  over  the  subjects  of  their  respective 
governments  found  within  that  jurisdiction. 

It  is  not  probable  in  any  case  that  the  secession  sympathies  of  a  few 
of  the  subordinate  authorities  of  Great  Britain  will  be  powerful  enough 
to  lead  that  Government  into  the  mistake  of  attempting  in  any  way  to 
diminish  the  consular  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Christian 
powers  in  the  Mohammedan  states,  an  authority  aud  jurisdiction 
which  England  more  than  all  others  is  interested  to  maintain.  Whilst, 
therefore,  I  would  recommend  much  and  careful  consideration  to  be 
manifested  toward  the  Moorish  authorities  of  Tangier,  if  the  position 
of  our  consul  is  at  all  comproinitted  at  that  place  by  recent  events,  I 
hope  you  will  sustain  him  with  all  the  force  you  may  have  available 
for  the  purpose,  exacting  from  those  authorities  all  the  respect  aud 
deference  and  protection  which  it  is  their  duty  to  give  him.  A  prompt 
and  energetic  demonstration  by  you  before  Tangier  with  even  a  very 
small  force  would  probably  tell  better  for  the  interests  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  its  moral  effect  upon  the  Moors,  than  a  much  larger  expedition 
later,  w  hen  disputes  may  have  intensified  the  evil  aud  delay  rendered 
the  position  of  our  consul  worse.  I  repeat,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
trouble  will  have  ceased  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  prisoners.  You 
are  upon  the  spot  and  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  state  of  things 
than  I  can.  It  is  my  purpose  to  speak  only  of  the  diplomatic  and 
political  bearings  of  the  supposed  difficulty  at  Tangier,  and  of  such 
action  as  it  might  become  your  duty  to  take,  in  view  of  certain  circum¬ 
stances  of  which  you  will  have  better  knowledge  than  I  have;  but  it 
might  be  well  at  any  rate,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  your  blockade 
of  the  Sumter  will  permit,  to  visit  the  anchorage  of  Tangier  in  a  friendly 
way,  as  it  is  some  time  since  the  Moors  have  seen  our  flag  displayed  by 
a  man-of-war  at  that  port. 

I  write  to  you  as  senior  officer  of  the  little  squadron  now  present 
near  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and,  as  I  suppose,  in  command  of  all  the 
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ships.  If  I  am  in  error,  please  pass,  this  communication  to  the  flag- 
officer,  whoever  lie  may  be,  and  believe  me,  sir,  with  much  respect, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Captain  T.  Atjgs.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  War  Steamer  Tusearora ,  at  Algeciras. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Off  Gibraltar,  March  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication,  dated  March  the  5th,  addressed  to  Com¬ 
mander  Craven,  has  been  referred  to  me  as  senior  officer. 

In  relation  to  the  rumored  trouble  at  Tangier  in  consequence  of  the 
arrest  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall,  I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that 
you  have  been  misinformed.  Mr.  DeLong  dined  on  board  with  me 
to  day,  and  freely  discussed  disturbances  attending  the  arrest.  He 
assures  me  that  during  the  several  days  following  the  event  all  was 
quiet. 

I  cordially  agree  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  great  and  patriotic 
action  of  our  consul  ought  to  be  sustained,  being  perfectly  legal  and 
proper,  since  it  was  sanctioned  and  aided  by  the  Moorish  authorities, 
who  alone  had  any  right  to  interfere.  As  regards  the  u  energetic  dem¬ 
onstration  before  Tangier,  with  even  a  very  small  force,”  I  will  meet 
your  views  so  far  as  to  proceed  to  Tangier  with  Consul  DeLong,  salute 
and  land  him,  and  evince  our  appreciation  of  the  friendly  conduct  of 
the  Moorish  Government  by  salute  and  interchange  of  civilities.  The 
Ino  sent  her  prisoners  home  on  the  5th  by  the  Harvest  Home. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W,  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Horatio  J.  Perry,  Esq., 

Charge  d?  Affaires,  Madrid. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Off  Algeciras ,  March  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply  in  writing  to 
a  question  propounded  me  this  day  by  the  health  officer,  by  command 
of  your  Excellency,  for  my  reasons  for  appearing  off  Gibraltar. 

Having  on  board  dispatches  from  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  minister 
at  Tangier,  Drummond  Hay,  esq.,  I  desired  to  place  them  at  an  early 
moment  on  board  the  London  for  delivery  on  shore.  I  was  also  desir¬ 
ous  ot  affording  a  prompt  arrival  at  his  destination  of  Mr.  Matteo, 
brother-in-law  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  consul  at  Tangier,  Mr.  Bead, 
who  came  from  thence  to  Gibraltar  as  passenger  in  this  vessel. 

I  take  the  present  occasion  to  renew  my  considerations,  and  remain, 
Your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 


His  Excellency  Sir  W.  Codrington, 

Governor  and  Commander -in- Chief  of  the  Fortress  of  Gibraltar,  etc. 
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Secretary’s  Office, 
Gibraltar ,  March  12 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  lltli  instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Excellency 
requests  me  to  explain  to  you  that  the  only  reason  for  the  particular 
questions  put  to  you  by  the  health  officer  is  the  necessity  of  complying 
with  the  instructions  of  Earl  Bussell. 

The  governor  begs  to  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in  bringing  over 
the  dispatches. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Freeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Commander  C.  W.  Pickering, 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge ,  etc. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba,  relative  to  cruise ,  and  to  tivo  steamers  in  Havana  Harbor, 
which  successfully  ran  blockade  from  Mississippi  and  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Havana,  March  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  left  Key  West  after  taking  in  coal  and  provisions,  and  arrived 
at  Havana  on  the  10th  instant.  1  found  in  the  harbor  two  steamers 
which  had  run  the  blockade,  one  from  the  Sabine  Biver,  Louisiana;  the 
other  from  the  Mississippi.  One  of  them  sailed  from  here  yesterday 
evening,  and  the  other  at  1  o’clock  a.  m.  this  morning.  I  shall  leave 
to-day,  and  cruise  between  the  Sabine  and  Mobile  on  an  east  and  west 
course,  distant  from  80  to  100  miles  from  land,  in  the  hope  of  inter¬ 
cepting  them.  They  do  not  approach  near  the  land  during  daylight. 
I  shall  cruise  for  two  weeks  on  that  line,  and  return  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  B.  Bidgely, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 
Louis,  relative  to  arrival  at  Cadiz,  and  the  notice  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 
being  at  Gibraltar. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Cadiz,  Spain,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  this  day  at  this  place, 
after  a  tempestuous  passage  of  thirty  days  from  the  Delaware.  I  have 
only  been  a  few  hours  at  anchor,  and  part  of  that  time  under  usual 
restrictions  of  communication  with  the  shore,  and  therefore  I  have  not 
learned  any  matters  that  would  be  of  interest. 

Our  consul  has  only  had  time  to  give  me  notice  that  the  piratical 
steamer  Sumter  is  now  at  Gibraltar,  and  that  her  movements  are  being 
closely  watched  by  our  steamers,  Kearsarge  and  Tuscarora ,  and  ship 
Ino ;  all  of  which  must  have  been  ere  this  subjects  of  communication 
from  the  commanders  of  those  vessels.  The  mail  leaves  to-morrow 
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morning,  and  I  take  this  my  earliest  opportunity  of  reporting  to  the 
Department.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  with  few  exceptions  the  health 
of  the  officers  and  crew  is  good. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCarnp ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  relative  to  cruise  and  arrival  at  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 

St.  Thomas,  March  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port, 
after  a  cruise  of  twenty-two  days.  During  the  cruise  we  called  at  the 
port  of  La  Guayra,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  our  minister 
at  Caracas,  but  ascertaining  that  he  had  taken  his  departure  for  St. 
Thomas  and  home  the  day  previous  to  our  arrival,  we  immediately  got 
underway  and  stood  for  Puerto  Cabello,  where  we  remained  two  days. 
During  our  stay  at  the  latter  port  we  were  honored  by  a  visit  from 
General  Paez  and  suite.  The  general  was  about  embarking  with  a 
portion  of  his  army  to  attack  the  rebels  near  Maracaibo,  and  solicited 
a  passage  for  himself  and  staff  m  this  ship  to  a  place  called  Coro,  dis¬ 
tant  about  150  miles  west  of  Puerto  Cabello.  For  obvious  reasons  I 
declined  the  general’s  request,  but  in  doing  so  I  endeavored  to  avoid 
just  cause  for  offense.  I  think  that  the  general  was  satisfied  with  my 
course  in  the  matter,  as  I  trust  the  Department  will  be.  From  Puerto 
Cabello  we  went  to  Curasao  to  replenish  our  coal.  Our  stay  at  Curayao 
was  most  agreeable  to  all  on  board.  We  were  received  most  kindly  by 
Governor  Call  [Crol  ?j,  the  Dutch  commodore,  and  by  the  officers  of  the 
army,  while  the  citizens  en  masse  threw  their  doors  open  to  us. 

Since  my  arrival  in  the  West  Indies  we  had  heard  from  several  sources 
that  the  rebel  privateers  had  established  a  depot  at  the  group  of  islands 
known  as  the  Roques ;  at  Curayao  the  report  was  confirmed.  I  therefore 
determined  to  visit  those  islandsfor  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth 
of  such  report,  and  to  destroy  such  a  nest  should  I  discover  it.  The 
Roques  are  well  calculated  to  afford  shelter  to  pirates,  but  after  a  dili¬ 
gent  search  of  the  entire  group  no  trace  of  a  depot  could  be  found.  The 
harbor  of  El  Roque  is  a  splendid  roadstead,  and  as  the  shore  afforded 
a  fine  landing,  we  remained  there  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  our  crew  at  battalion  drill,  howitzer  practice,  and  in  firing 
shells  and  shots  with  our  great  guns. 

The  Department’s  letter  dated  January  30,  authorizing  me  to  endorse 
bills  on  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  is  received,  also  your  letter  of 
the  8tli  ultimo,  respecting  the  future  destination  of  the  Iroquois. 

To-morrow  I  shall  proceed  to  sea  and  make  the  best  of  my  way  to  the 
place  designated  in  your  letter.  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Iroquois  is  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  John  DeCamp, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Kearsarge,  announcing  that  he  had  ordered  U.  8.  ship  Ino  to  Palermo  in 
pursuit  of  the  steamer  Oreto ,  and  enclosing  correspondence  relative 
thereto. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 
Algeciras ,  Gibraltar  Bay ,  March  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  copies  of  letters 
(received  yesterday  evening  through  Mr.  Sprague,  U.  S.  consul  at 
Gibraltar)  from  the  American  legation  at  Loudon  and  consulate  at 
Liverpool,  herewith  enclosed  and  respectively  marked  A  and  B. 

The  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino  from  Cadiz  and  Tangier  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  evening  enabled  me  to  dispatch  her  this  day  for  Palermo,  for 
the  purposes  as  set  forth  in  my  orders  to  her  commanding  officers,  a 
copy  of  which,  marked  C,  is  enclosed.  The  aforesaid  advices  from 
England  relative  to  vessels  there  fitting  out  for  illegal  purposes,  and 
the  probability  ot  one  or  more  visiting  the  Mediterranean,  where  the 
field  is  so  extensive  for  depredations  upon  American  commerce,  coupled 
with  reports  of  our  consuls  at  neighboring  ports  requesting  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  men-of-war  to  protect  our  interests,  induces  me  to  recommend 
to  the  Department  an  augmentation  of  the  present  naval  force.  Steam¬ 
ers  are  the  only  vessels  that  would  meet  all  the  demands. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  the  good  health  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  vessels  now  upon  this  station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

A. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  There  is  fitting  out  here  a  screw  steamer  (wood)  guu- 
boat,  which  is  intended  for  a  Confederate  privateer.  She  is  to  be  taken 
out  on  a  trial  trip  to-morrow,  but  I  have  reasons  for  believing  she  will 
not  return  here,  but  will  go  on  to  some  other  port,  in  England  it  may 
be,  or  the  Mediterranean,  to  receive  and  fit  her  guns,  etc.,  and  fill  up 
or  receive  her  crew,  be  there  delivered  to  the  Confederate  agents  and 
commence  her  piracies.  I  write  that  you  may  spare  no  effort  to  obtain 
information  and  promptly  communicate  it  to  the  minister  or  Govern¬ 
ment,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  prevent  her  fitting  out,  as  well  as  to 
our  own  Government  and  to  me.  She  is  now  called  the  Oreto ;  is  a 
screw  steamer,  700  tons;  will  go  [from]  here  under  the  British  flag,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Duguid. 

Yours,  truly, 

Thomas  H.  Dudley, 

U.  8.  Consul. 


U.  S.  Consul, 

Gibraltar. 
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B. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London ,  March  5, 1862. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of 
your  note  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures.  He  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  lie  has  learned  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool 
that  a  screw  gunboat  called  the  Oreto  has  been  fitted  out  at  that  port 
with  six  months’  provisions,  and  was  to  sail  yesterday  for  Palermo  and 
Jamaica,  the  owner  being  W.  0.  Miller,  and  the  commander,  Duguid. 
It  is  pretended  that  this  vessel  is  intended  for  the  Italian  Government, 
and  was  ordered  for  it  by  Thomas  &  Co.,  of  Palermo,  to  whom  she  is 
consigned;  but  satisfactory  evidence  exists  that  she  belongs  to  the 
rebels,  and  is  designed  as  a  privateer  by  them.  She  is  bark  rigged,  has 
2  funnels,  has  8  port  holes  on  each  side,  8  rifled  cannons,  and  2  heavy 
swivel  pivot  guns  to  rake  fore  and  aft.  When  fully  equipped  she  will 
be  a  formidable  antagonist. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  attention  of  the  British  Government  to  this 
vessel  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  reply  was  that  she  was  for  the  Italian 
Government.  This,  however,  has  been  ascertained  to  be  incorrect. 
But  the  Government  here  have  kept  a  strict  watch  on  her,  and  she  has 
not  been  able  to  take  her  guns  on  board.  It  is  now  stated  that  she  is 
not  to  be  delivered  to  her  owners  until  she  reaches  Palermo,  and  that 
her  guns  will  be  taken  ou  board  there.  These  were  shipped  on  Sat¬ 
urday  on  the  Bermuda ,  the  screw  steamer  that  ran  the  blockade  at 
Savannah  last  fall;  and  she  sailed  that  day  ostensibly  for  some  of  the 
West  India  Islands.  The  guns  are  at  the  top  of  her  cargo  and  can  be 
easily  taken  out.  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  has  been  notified  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  this  vessel,  and  as  she  may  go  to  the  Mediterranean,  Mr.  Adams 
deems  it  proper  to  inform  you  about  her. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben.j.  Moran, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Legation, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Consul ,  Gibraltar. 


C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras ,  March  15,  1862. 

Sir.:  You  will  proceed  with  the  ship  under  your  command  to 
Palermo  with  all  possible  dispatch  in  pursuit  of  the  screw  steamer 
Oreto ,  which  vessel  is  reported  to  have  left  Liverpool  on  the  4th  instant 
for  Palermo.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  our  miuister 
at  London,  giving  an  account  and  description  of  the  Oreto.  Should 
you  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  her,  you  will  capture  and  send 
her  to  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  On  arrival  at  Palermo  you 
will  communicate  and  advise' with  the  U.  S.  consul,  and  if  after  a 
reasonable  lapse  of  time  nothing  is  heard  of  the  Oreto ,  you  will  return 
to  this  port. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  JosiAH  P.  Creesy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Lno. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  JJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  8.  bark  TT.  G.  Anderson ,  of  a  cruise  from  February  16  to  March 
20,  1862. 

U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson, 
Latitude  25 °,  Longitude  69 °,  March  20,  1862, 
Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  a  homeward-bound  vessel  to  inform  you  of  our 
movements,  though  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  since  my  last 
dispatch  to  the  hlavy  Department,  per  British  Iris  for  Boston,  spoken 
February  16.  Our  stores  are  now  getting  much  reduced  and  my 
present  expectation  is  to  be  in  Boston  between  the  8tli  and  15th  April, 
making  the  cruise  six  months. 

**##*## 

Hoping  to  bring  the  W.  G.  Anderson  into  port  in  as  good  order  as 
she  left  it,  and  regretting  we  have  had  no  more  success  in  meeting 
privateers, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  G.  Bogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  TJ.  8.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Rear- 
surge,  stating  the  necessity  of  going  to  Cadiz  for  repairs  and  withdraw¬ 
ing  from  watch  of  C.  8.  8.  Sumter,  with  enclosures  from  authorities  at 
Gibraltar. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras,  March  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy*  of  a  survey  upon  a 
portion  of  the  machinery  of  this  ship  in  reference  to  the  defect  of  which 
the  chief  engineer  made  verbal  report  on  the  evening  of  the  fl2d  instant, 
which  I  requested  him  to  put  in  writing  and  received  the  next  morning 
as  per  copy  embodied  in  the  survey. 

1  regret  the  necessity  of  losing  sight  of  the  Sumter  for  a  moment, 
but  deem  it  imperative  under  the  circumstances  to  proceed  to  Cadiz 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  suggested  repairs,  leaving  the  Sumter  to 
the  care  of  the  Tuscarora.  Said  repairs  will  be  effected  with  every 
expedition  available,  upon  the  completion  of  which  I  shall  instantly 
return  to  this  port. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant  nothing  worthy  of  note  has  tran¬ 
spired  save,  it  may  be,  the  reception  of  the  enclosed  communication  from 
the  governor  and  senior  naval  officer  at  Gibraltar,  the  receipt  of  which, 
as  will  be  seen,  I  acknowledged  in  courteous  terms,  if  not  in  feeling. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  most  friendly  feeling  is  evinced  by  the 
Spanish  officials  at  Algeciras,  on  shore  and  afloat,  toward  our  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Omitted. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Gibraltar,  March  19,  1862. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  now  exists  no 
objection  to  boats  from  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  at  Alge¬ 
ciras  coming  over  to  Gibraltar.  We  request  you  will  be  good  enough 
to  give  instructions  to  persons  in  charge  of  all  boats  not  to  approach 
so  close  to  the  Sumter  as  to  give  rise  to  any  cause  of  complaint. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  [J.]  CODRINGTON, 
Lieutenant-General  and  Governor. 

Fred.  Warden, 

Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer. 

Commander  G.  W.  Pickering, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge,  Ageciras  Bay. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras ,  March  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  tilth  instant,  signed  by  your  Excellency  and  Captain  Fred¬ 
erick  Warden,  senior  naval  officer,  informing  me  “that  there  now 
exists  no  objection  to  boats  from  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States 
at  Algeciras  coming  over  to  Gibraltar.”  I  am  pleased  that  the  former 
objection  is  removed,  and  in  availing  myself  of  the  facilities  thereby 
afforded,  shall  issue  instructions  iu  conformity  with  the  request  of  your 
Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

O.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

His  Excellency  W.  [J.]  Codrington, 

Lieutenant-General  and  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  etc. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St. 
Louis,  stating  that  the  Sumter  teas  closely  ivatched  in  Gibraltar  by  the 
Kearsarge  and  Tuscarora ,  and  that  vessels  for  slave  trade  were  being 
fitted  out  in  Cadiz  Harbor. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Cadiz,  Spain,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  my  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  14th  instant  I  had  the  honor 
to  report  in  a  hurried  letter  to  the  Department.  Soon  after  my  arrival 
I  had  reliable  information  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  was  in  Gib¬ 
raltar,  closely  watched  by  the  steamers  Kearsarge  and  Tuscarora,  and 
I  subsequently  learned  by  letters  from  Commander  Pickering,  of  the 
steamer  Kearsarge,  and  fromH.  J.  Sprague,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Gibral¬ 
tar,  that  the  Sumter  was  not  making  attempt  to  fit  out  again. 

Commander  Pickering  says  to  me  that  no  further  force  is  necessary 
in  that  vicinity.  I  shall  therefore  not  deem  it  necessary  at  present  to 
proceed  to  Gibraltar,  but  will  as  soon  as  possible  sail  on  a  cruise  in  the 
Atlantic,  and  Lisbon  will  be  my  next  port,  to  communicate  with  our 
minister  there. 

Matters  have  arisen  that  have  taken  some  attention.  I  have  found 
here  two  American  vessels,  the  ship  Clarissa  and  brig  Falmouth,  both 
suspected  of  being  in  preparation  to  engage  in  the  slave  trade.  I  must 
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confess  that  I  have  felt  a  delicacy  in  interfering  with  these  vessels, 
inasmuch  as  the  subject  has  been  represented,  as  t  am  informed,  to  the 
American  minister  at  Madrid,  and  that  these  vessels  have  been 
deprived  of  their  papers  by  order  of  the  State  Department  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  I  presume  that  the  object  of  depriving  them  of  their  papers 
was  to  keep  them  in  this  port,  which  I  presume  is  within  the  power  of 
our  consul  here,  but  the  Clarissa  has  clandestinely  sailed.  Finding  that 
the  Clarissa  had  sailed,  I  directed  a  note  to  the  military  governor  of 
Cadiz,  requesting  that  the  Falmouth  should  be  detained,  and  finding 
that  my  note  was  not  replied  to,  I  called  on  the  governor,  when  he 
informed  me  that  a  reply  had  been  made  to  a  note  from  our  consul  on 
the  subject.  This  has  led  me  to  believe  that  they  look  to  the  consul 
for  action  in  the  matter. 

It  seems  that  this  harbor  is  a  rendezvous  for  vessels  fitting  out  for 
the  slave  trade,  and  I  am  reliably  informed,  and  from  what  I  have  seen, 
that  there  are  notorious  American  citizens  here  known  to  have  been 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  An  active  agent  would,  1  think,  do  much 
to  frustrate  the  plans  of  slave  dealers  in  this  port  and  vicinity. 

My  clerk,  Mr.  George  H.  Calvert,  finding  that  ship  life  did  not  suit 
him,  has  been  allowed  to  return  to  the  United  States  at  his  own  expense. 

There  being  a  vacancy  on  board  of  an  acting  master,  I  have  given 
an  appointment  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Allen  Hoxie,  subject  to  con¬ 
firmation  by  the  Navy  Department.  Mr.  Hoxie  is  a  gentleman  of  experi¬ 
ence,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  recommending  him  for  the  full  position  of 
acting  master. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaher 
City ,  of  arrival  at  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies,  and  of  the  rumored  capture 
of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  of  Tangier. 

U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

St.  Thomas ,  March  28 , 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  this  port  on  the  24th 
instant,  from  a  cruise  to  the  southward  and  westward,  touching  at  San 
Domingo,  Curasao,  Fuerto  Cabello,  and  La  Guayra,  taking  on  board 
while  at  Curasao  183  tons  coal  and  4,000  gallons  of  water.  Informa¬ 
tion  was  brought  here  on  the  day  of  my  arrival,  by  an  American  cap¬ 
tain,  from  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  of  the  capture  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Sumter  by  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Tuscarora ,  off  Tangier.  Should  this  infor¬ 
mation  be  confirmed  on  the  arrival  of  the  English  mail  steamer  from 
Southampton  on  the  1st  proximo,  I  shall  immediately  comply  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Department  of  December  14,  1861,  and  report,  as 
directed,  for  duty  in  the  Gulf  Squadron. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  officers  and  crew  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  excellent  health. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  U.  8.  Nary,  commanding  U.  8.  frigate  Poto¬ 
mac ,  noting  changes  in  Spanish,  English,  and  French  forces  at  Vera 

Cruz ,  and  giving  account  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Labium  in  M  ex¬ 
can  waters  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Portsmouth. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  dispatch,  No.  4,  dated  March  3,  1862,  some 
changes  in  the  face  of  affairs  near  Vera  Cruz  have  taken  place.  The 
Spanish  force  has  been  reduced  by  one  or  more  battalions,  which  were 
sent  lately  to  San  Domingo.  The  English  land  force  has  been  Avith- 
drawn,  except  a  feAv  marines,  which  help  to  garrison  A" era  Cruz,  all  the 
rest  having  embarked  in  the  Donegal  and  Sans  Pareil ,  ships  of  the  line, 
together  Avith  the  numerous  sick,  and  sent  to  Bermuda.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  French  forces  have  been  largely  augmented,  and  more  are 
expected.  The  Turenne,  ship  of  the  line,  arrived  some  days  ago  with 
1,100  troops,  and  she  followed  close  upon  seA^eral  other  troop  ships 
direct  from  France. 

General  Lorencez,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  forces,  is 
said  to  have  declared  that  he  shall  be  guided  by  instructions  he  brings 
with  him,  regardless  of  the  recent  conventions  entered  into  by  the  joint 
commissioners  with  the  Mexican  authorities.  His  tone  is  frank,  and 
he  takes  high  ground  in  relation  to  Mexican  affairs,  the  control  of 
which  is  likely  to  fall  into  his  hands. 

The  English  force  is  reduced  by  the  two  ships  of  the  line  above  named. 
The  Ariadne  went  off  in  company  with  the  Sans  Pareil ,  and  the  Phaeton 
was  sent  some  ten  days  since  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande.  There 
remains  here  of  English,  Mersey,  Challenger,  Jason,  Desperate ,  and  some 
screw  gunboats,  and  Barracouta ,  side-wheel.  Of  the  French,  Massena , 
100;  Turenne ,  100,  the  last  disarmed;  Astree,  Foudre,  Guerriere ,  first- 
class  frigates,  all  screw  ships,  with  several  smaller  \*essels.  One  of 
them,  the  Berthollet  6,  side-wheel,  sailed  for  the  Bio  Grande  on  the 
same  mission  as  the  Phaeton.  Of  that  mission  I  will  now  speak. 

It  was  reported  to  the  British  Commodore  Dunlop  that  the  U.  S.  ship 
Portsmouth  had  captured  the  British  steamer  Labuan  whilst  at  anchor 
loading  with  cotton  in  Mexican  Abaters.  Subsequently,  as  Commodore 
Dunlop  told  me,  the  British  consul-general  at  Havana  wrote  him  that 
the  supercargo  and  master  of  the  Labuan  were  there,  and  reported  to 
him  that  the  vessel  was  at  anchor  off  the  bar  of  the  Bio  Grande,  in  Mexi¬ 
can  waters,  loading  with  cotton  from  Matamoras,  which  they  said  was 
brought  to  them  down  the  river  in  whole  or  in  part  by  a  lighter,  flying, 
it  is  true,  the  secession  flag,  but  still  in  Mexican  Abaters.  They  make 
reports  on  these  facts  to  British  authorities,  and  amongst  others  to 
Commodore  Dunlop,  who  sent  the  Phaeton  to  the  Bio  Grande  to  verify 
the  facts  ot  the  case. 

The  Berthollet  was  sent  for  a  more  general  purpose,  having  no  spe¬ 
cific  case  to  look  after.  Her  purpose  was  to  communicate  with  the 
blockading  ships  off  the  Bio  Grande,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
commanders  had  already  or  Avere  instructed  to  blockade  in  future  the 
Bio  Grande,  to  Avhich  neutral  commerce  had  the  right  of  entry  and  free 
trade  with  the  Mexicans. 

I  gave  to  Captains  Tatharn,  of  the  Phaeton ,  and  de  Jonquieres,  of  the 
Berthollet,  civil  letters  of  introduction  to  Commander  Swartwout,  of  the 
Portsmouth ,  and  wrote  to  the  flag-officer  all  that  I  could  learn  at  the 
same  time. 

Two  days  since  I  had  an  interview  Avith  Commodore  Dunlop,  in  which 
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lie  read  me  the  outline  of  a  letter  lie  designed  to  forward  to  Flag-Officer 
Farragut  on  the  return  of  tlie  Phaeton ,  if  her  information  corresponded 
with  reports  already  made  to  him.  The  letter  was  very  friendly  in  its 
tone,  enforced  by  the  verbal  remark  that  it  would  be  a  great  misfor¬ 
tune  if  the  returning  current  of  good  feeling  in  England  should  be 
arrested  by  indiscreet,  illegal,  or  vexatious  application  of  the  rights  of 
the  belligerent  against  the  lawful  trade  of  a  neutral  vessel. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  minute*  of  the  points  made  by  Com¬ 
modore  Dunlop  in  the  letter  read  to  me,  as  accurately  as  1  could  make 
from  memory. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  DeCamp ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iro¬ 
quois,  of  controversy  with  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  ilf  ship  Cadmus 
regarding  alleged  deserter  from  that  ship  on  board  an  American  baric. 


U.  S.  S.  Iroquois, 
Southwest  Pass,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  Through  an  inadvertence  I  have  hitherto  neglected  to  inform 
you  regarding  an  incident  at  St.  Thomas,  which  for  a  time  threatened 
to  assume  an  importance  which  it  fortunately  did  not  attain. 

On  the  lfith  of  January  last  Captain  H.  S.  Hillyar,  of  H.  B.  M. 
ship  Cadmus,  22  guns,  sent  an  officer  and  boat’s  crew  alongside  an 
American  bark  lying  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  and  demanded  the 
delivery  of  a  seaman  on  board  the  bark,  said  to  be  a  deserter  from  the 
Cadmus.  The  captain  of  the  bark  peremptorily  refused  to  give  the 
man  up,  and  stated  that  he  (the  man)  had  signed  articles  in  England 
for  the  voyage.  The  British  officer  then  returned  to  the  Cadmus  with 
the  American  captain’s  answer.  Captain  Hillyar  sent  his  officer  back 
with  an  order  to  the  captain  of  the  bark  to  send  the  man  aboard 
immediately,  without  further  parley.  The  captain  of  the  bark  returned 
answer  that  the  man  had  been  enticed  from  his  vessel  at  St.  Thomas 
by  an  English  officer,  and  had  afterwards  repented  and  returned,  and 
that  he  could  not  give  him  up.  The  next  day  the  captain  repeated  his 
demand  in  the  most  peremptory  manner,  when  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
interfere.  I  sent  word  to  the  governor  of  St.  Thomas  that  the  man 
should  not  be  forcibly  taken  if  I  was  able  to  prevent  it  with  the  forces 
at  my  disposal,  and  that  I  would  not  be  responsible  for  any  damage  to 
the  town  or  shipping  in  case  Captain  Hillyar  persisted  in  his  course. 

The  result  was  that  Captain  Hillyar  did  not  pursue  the  matter  any 
further;  if  he  had,  I  should  have  done  my  utmost  to  prevent  the  forci¬ 
ble  and  unjust  accomplishment  of  his  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  DeCamp, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Commander  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Con¬ 
stellation ,  of  cruise  from  Portsmouth ,  N.  H.,  to  Lisbon ,  Portugal. 

U.  S.  Ship  Constellation, 

Lisbon ,  Portugal,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  sailed  from 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  and  on  the  23d  at  sunset  made 
the  islands  of  Payal  and  Pico;  weather  stormy.  On  the  following  day 
ran  in  in  front  of  the  town,  and  in  full  view  of  the  port  of  Horta,  and 
attempted  to  communicate  with  the  shore,  the  sea  being  very  high  and 
the  weather  squally  and  threatening. 

In  attempting  to  land  my  boat  was  swamped  and  stove  alongside, 
nearly  drowning  her  crew;  and  as  no  boat  could  come  off  from  the 
shore,  I  reluctantly  gave  up  the  attempt  to  land  on  that  day ;  and, 
after  ascertaining  that  there  were  only  two  small  barks  in  port,  I  stood 
out  for  the  night,  intending  to  land  on  the  following  day.  But  the  sea 
continuing  very  high,  and  a  hard  gale  coming  on  from  the  northward 
and  westward,  I  was  obliged  to  run  oft’  under  short  sail.  For  several 
successive  days  this  weather  continued  with  no  prospect  of  a  change. 
I  therefore  bore  up  for  Lisbon,  satisfied  that  no  hostile  vessel  was  at 
Fayal,  and  arrived  here  on  the  1st  instant,  and  communicated  with 
our  minister,  Mr.  Harvey. 

He  informs  me  that  he  has  recently  advised  the  Department  of  State 
of  the  existing  state  of  our  affairs  on  the  Atlantic  coasts  of  Portugal, 
Spain,  and  Morocco;  and  that  the  Sumter  remains  at  Gibraltar,  closely 
watched  by  the  Kearsargc  and  the  Tuscarora ,  and  that  the  Ino  is  cruis¬ 
ing  in  that  vicinity. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  leave  this  port  for  Cadiz,  and  from 
thence  in  the  execution  of  my  instructions,  and  shall  from  time  to  time 
inform  the  Department  of  my  movements. 

Our  passage  across  the  Atlantic  was  a  series  of  gales  and  heavy 
weather.  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  overboard  one  of  my  seamen, 
John  Campbell,  who  was  washed  from  the  forecastle.  His  body  was 
recovered,  but  life  was  extinct  before  he  was  got  on  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  charge  d'affaires  at  Madrid  to  Captain  Craven , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  requesting  evidence  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  bark  Neapolitan  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid ,  April  11,  1862. 

Captain  :  I  have  received  orders  from  Washington  to  prosecute  the 
claim  ot  the  owners  of  the  American  bark  Neapolitan ,  captured,  as 
alleged,  within  a  marine  league  (the  affidavit  of  captain  and  mate  say 
miles)  from  the  coast  ot  Ceuta,  on  the  18th  of  last  January,  by  the 
Sumter ,  and  totally  destroyed,  against  the  Spanish  Government,  in 
whose  jurisdiction  the  capture  was  made. 

It  is  understood  that  you  have  on  board  the  Tuscarora  several 
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men  who  were  on  board  the  Sumter  herself,  at  the  time  the  Neapolitan 
was  boarded.  May  I  request  you  to  have  these  men  before  you  and 
take  their  affidavit  as  to  the  point  where  the  Neapolitan  was,  and 
whether  in  fact  they  consider  she  was  within  3  miles  from  the  shore, 
and  whether  it  was  the  shore  of  Ceuta,  or  that  of  the  Sultan  of  Morocco; 
in  short,  to  collect  and  transmit  to  me  all  the  evidence  in  your  power 
bearing- upon  the  point  of  the  position  of  the  Neapolitan  at  the  time  of 
her  capture.  I  write  to  request  Consul  Sprague  to  go  on  board  your 
ship,  if  there  is  no  objection  to  this  course  on  your  part,  so  as  to  put 
this  evidence  into  legal  form  for  use  in  this  legation. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Captain  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora ,  near  Algeciras. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  8.  ship  Ino ,  regarding  alleged  Confederate  schooner  W.  E.  Alex¬ 
ander ,  and  enclosing  correspondence  relative  thereto. 

TJ.  S.  Ship  Ino, 
Palermo ,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  at  this  port  March 
22,  seven  days  from  Algeciras,  under  instructions  from  Captain  Pick¬ 
ering,  of  the  Kearsarge ,  copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose.  On  my 
arrival  here  1  found  a  schooner  called  the  W.  E.  Alexander  of  Savannah, 
Ga.;  she  came  here  with  American  colors  and  claimed  protection  from 
the  American  consul,  on  account  of  which  I  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Monti, 
requesting  he  should  take  the  necessary  steps  for  placing  me  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  that  vessel  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  He 
immediately  communicated  with  Mr.  Marsh  at  Turin  upon  the  subject, 
and  from  whom  no  answer  was  received  until  late  last  evening,  and 
from  which  it  will  appear  to  my  mind  that  the  ground  taken  by  Mr. 
Marsh  is  that  she  came  here  under  the  rebel  flag. 

1  can  see  no  reason  for  coming  in  contact  with  the  Italian  Govern¬ 
ment  m  arresting  an  American  vessel  here  that  places  herself  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  our  consul.  The  vessel  acknowledges  no  confederacy 
and  in  case  of  injustice  has  the  protection  of  the  law  at  home,  and  is, 
I  think,  amenable  to  the  same  at  home  or  abroad.  The  captain  has 
not  repudiated  the  American  Government  and  claimed  the  right  of 
asylum  as  a  Confederate,  which  would  have  put  a  different  phase  upon 
the  subject,  but  is  here  as  an  American  citizen  with  Confederate  papers, 
which  is  sufficient  ground,  I  think,  for  his  arrest.  The  captain  is  one- 
fourtli  owner  of  the  vessel,  and  I  proposed  to  him  some  days  ago  to 
surrender  his  vessel  to  me  and  I  would  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  (taking 
his  with  me)  and  allow  him  to  charter  the  vessel  for  some  loyal  port  of 
the  United  States,  and  he  could  go  home  (with  his  wife)  as  the  nominal 
captain  of  the  vessel,  by  which  act  he  would  satisfy  the  Government  of 
his  loyalty  and  would  be  allowed  to  retain  his  interest  in  the  vessel. 
This  offer  he  has  declined,  in  a  note  bearing  date  of  the  lltli  instant, 
copy  of  which  I  herewith  enclose.  Feeling  I  ought  not  to  delay  my 
departure  longer,  shall  go  to  sea  to-day,  for  Algeciras,  should  a  wind 
come,  leaving  this  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  consul,  who  will  prevent 
her  departure  till  instructions  from  the  Government  are  received. 

I  have  had  my  damage,  sustained  on  passage  from  Boston,  repaired 
here,  except  replacing  the  boat  lost.  Have  also  put  new  topmast  rig- 
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ging  over  mastheads,  brought  from  Boston  for  that  purpose,  and  given 
the  ship  and  rigging  a  general  overhauling,  painting,  etc.  My  inter¬ 
course  with  the  authorities  here  has  been  very  pleasant  and  agreeable. 
Tlie  governor  and  family  have  visited  and  dined  on  board  my  ship,  and 
myself  and  officers  have  been  treated  with  great  deference  by  all  we 
have  come  in  contact  with.  The  governor  has  been  exceedingly  kind 
and  polite,  he  having  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  and  to  attend  the 
levees  given  by  him  every  Tuesday  evening,  and  on  two  occasions  he 
lias  invited  me  to  the  theater  with  his  family.  I  mention  these  facts  in 
justice  to  the  governor. 

I  received  your  favor  of  February  12,  covering  credit  for  $5,000  on 
Baring  Brothers,  at  the  moment  of  my  departure  for  Algeciras,  too  late 
to  acknowledge  receipt  of  same  at  that  place.  This  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  with  full  documents  to  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

CT.  S.  Ship  Ino, 
Palermo ,  March  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  had  the  perusal  of  the  papers  of  the  several  ships  now 
at  this  port,  and  fincliug  those  of  the  schooner  TF.  E.  Alexander ,  repre¬ 
senting  said  vessel  as  being  wholly  owned  in  Savannah,  State  of 
Georgia,  and  having  pretended  Confederate  papers,  and  at  the  same 
time  claiming  to  sail  under  the  American  flag  and  your  protection  as 
the  U.  S.  consul,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  request  your  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  to  taking  such  measures  as  are  necessary  for  my  taking  possession 
of  that  vessel,  in  order  that  she  may  be  sent  to  the  United  States  for 
adjudication,  as  a  lawful  prize  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino.  My  authority  for 
such  proceedings  you  will  find  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Navy  Department.  Seeing  no  reason  for  difficulty  with 
the  authorities  in  this  matter,  as  the  captain  claims  the  protection  from 
you  as  U.  S.  consul,  which  is  only  due  loyal  citizens,  he  can  be  removed 
with  the  same  facility  as  the  owner  of  a  ship  residing  in  the  United  States 
can  remove  an  unfaithful  captain  from  his  ship  in  any  foreign  port. 

Trusting  you  will  lose  no  time  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements, 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Luigi  Monti,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 


Palermo,  April  11, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  must  inform  you  that  your  proposal  in  regard  to  the  schooner 
W.  E.  Alexander,  of  Savannah,  can  not  be  complied  with  to-day,  as  my 
friend  that  I  agreed  to  consult  with  before  taking  any  action  is  gone 
to  the  country  and  will  not  be  back  before  Monday. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  Tucker, 

Master,  Schooner  Wm.  E.  Alexander ,  of  Savannah,  Ga. 


Commander  or  the  U.  S.  Ship  Ino. 


It  is  known  that  the  captain  has  flown  the  rebel  flag. 

J.  P.  Creesy. 
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Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  announcing  the  abandonment  of  the  Sumter  there. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar ,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  yon  that  the  piratical  career 
of  the  steamer  Sumter  has  closed  at  this  port.  With  the  exception  of 
the  engineers,  two  junior  officers,  and  sufficent  men  to  keep  her  in 
order,  all  her  crew  have  been  paid  off  since  the  8th  instant,  and  her 
commander,  Semmes,  with  eight  others  belonging  to  the  Sumter ,  left 
this  port  last  night  by  the  British  mail  steamer  Mooltan  for  South¬ 
ampton.  Her  discharged  crew  are  leaving  this  by  degrees  by  different 
conveyances  to  distant  ports. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  off  Algecir  as. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tusca¬ 
rora,  announcing  abandonment  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  at  Gibraltar. 

IT.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Algecir  as,  April  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  received 
from  Mr.  Sprague,  U.  S.  consul  for  Gibraltar,  official  intelligence  that 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  pirate  Sumter  have  left  that  vessel,  a  few 
ship  keepers  being  retained  on  board.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I 
make  this  communication,  as  I  am  enabled  to  feel  that  the  close  block¬ 
ade  I  have  kept  for  the  past  two  months  has  not  been  without  its 
results.  So  soon  as  I  can  be  perfectly  assured  that  the  vessel  has  been 
abandoned  I  will  go  on  a  cruise  in  search  of  the  Oreto,  as  I  have  sus¬ 
picions  that  a  number  of  the  officers  have  gone  to  join  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  from  Lieutenant  McDougal ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Saginaic,  stating  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  remove  his  vessel  from 
Hongkong,  and  enclosing  order  therefor. 


U.  S.  S.  Saginaw, 

Macao,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following: 

The  anticipated  troubles  with  England  having  subsided,  on  the  19th 
ultimo  I  removed  this  vessel  from  this  place  to  Hongkong,  deeming 
Hongkong  to  be  the  better  place  for  carrying  out  any  instructions  I 
might  receive  from  the  Department  concerning  her.  On  the  5th 
instant  I  received  a  call  from  the  harbormaster,  who  informed  me  that 
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he  had  been  instructed  to  notify  me  to  remove  the  U.  S.  S  .Saginaw 
from  Hongkong,  at  the  same  time  handing  me  a  letter  containing  the 
notification,  and  enclosing  a  proclamation  just  issued  by  the  governor, 
all  of  which  I  enclose.  There  being  no  other  course  for  me  to  pursue 
than  that  of  complying  with  the  requirements  made,  on  the  10th  instant 
I  got  under  way  and  steamed  over  to  this  place,  where  I  shall  await 
instructions  from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  J.  McDougal, 
Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  in  charge  U.  S.  8.  Saginaw. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Harbor  Master’s  Office, 

Hongkong ,  April  4 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  proclamation  issued  by  his  Excel¬ 
lency  the  governor,  having  reference  to  the  hostilities  which  are  now 
carried  on  between  the  States  of  North  America  which  have  seceded 
from  the  Union  and  those  which  adhere  to  it,  and  in  compliance  with 
its  provisions  beg  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough  to  remove  the 
U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Saginaw,  under  your  command,  from  the  colony  of 
Hongkong  and  its  dependencies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  Monutt, 

Harbor  Master ,  etc. 

The  Officer  Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Saginaw. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 
Louis ,  regarding  supposed  slave  vessels  Clarissa  and  Falmouth ,  and 
enclosing  correspondence  relative  thereto. 

♦  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Lisbon ,  Portugal ,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  yesterday, 
from  Cadiz.  I  had  not  time  before  leaving  Cadiz  to  report  proceedings 
that  had  taken  place  there  relative  to  the  American  brig  Falmouth , 
strongly  suspected  of  being  in  preparation  to  engage  in  the  slave  trade, 
and  of  which  vessel  mention  was  made  in  my  last  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo  to  the  Department,  in  connection  with  the  bark  Clarissa.  I 
stated  in  that  letter  the  delicacy  1  felt  in  interfering  with  the  two 
vessels,  Clarissa  and  Falmouth,  as  the  subject  was  fully  in  the  hands 
of  the  American  minister  at  Madrid  and  tire  consul  at  Cadiz,  from  the 
latter  of  whom  I  had  expected  immediate  vigilance  and  action. 

But  the  Clarissa  was  allowed  to  leave  the  port  at  night,  clandestinely; 
though  I  believe,  and  regret,  that  she  was  cleared  at  the  custom-house 
even  without  her  legal  papers.  I  then  determined  if  possible  to  stop  the 
brig  Falmouth  from  pursuing  a  similar  audacious  course.  In  this  I 
had  the  assistance  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  as  by  a  telegram  received 
from  him  (herewith,  marked  A)  I  was  led  to  believe  that,  he  being  in 
accord  with  the  authorities  at  Madrid,  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
my  sending  an  officer  and  a  few  men  to  prevent  the  Falmouth  from 
leaving  the  port,  until  the  Spanish  authorities  could  take  such  meas¬ 
ures  as  in  all  national  courtesy  the  case  so  simply  demanded;  partic- 
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ularly  as  they  were  aware  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  that  these 
vessels  had  been  deprived  of  their  papers  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  ultimo  that  I  sent  a  few  men 
with  an  officer  on  board  the  Falmouth ,  to  prevent  her  from  sailing,  as 
from  my  own  observation  and  from  information  derived  from  various 
sources  she  was  to  sail  that  night.  From  the  tenor  of  the  telegram  (A) 
and  the  letter  (marked  B)  I  was  also  led  to  believe  that  the  authorities 
of  Cadiz  had  instructions  from  Madrid  that  I  should  at  least  be  allowed 
to  keep  the  Falmouth  in  port  until  the  affair  could  be  understood 
between  the  Queen’s  Government  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

On  the  2d  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the  captain  of  the  port  of 
Cadiz,  requesting  that  I  should  withdraw  my  men  from  the  brig 
Falmouth ,  and  at  about  the  same  time  I  received  a  telegram  from  our 
minister  (see  copy  of  and  letters  marked  C  and  D)  doing  away  with  his 
former  advice — to  the  effect  that  I  should  retract  the  steps  I  had  taken. 
Finding  also  that  the  authorities  seemed  displeased  with  the  course  I 
had  pursued,  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  our  consul,  a  copy  to 
be  sent  to  the  governor  at  Cadiz  (marked  E  2),  disavowing  any  inten¬ 
tion  of  infringing  upon  the  laws  of  Spain;  and  I  also  called  in  person 
to  make  the  explanation  unmistakable.  The  governor  seemed  satisfied 
with  my  letter  and  explanation,  and  said  that  for  reasons  of  indebted¬ 
ness  the  Falmouth  would  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  authorities, 
which  I  learned  was  the  case  before  I  left. 

Herewith  I  enclose  copies  of  letters  bearing  in  some  degree  on  the 
above  relation  (marked  D  and  E),  *  alluding  to  a  man  who  was  on  board 
the  Falmouth  (John  Thomsen),  and  whom  I  had  taken  out  of  the 
Falmouth  and  left  in  charge  of  the  cousul  to  be  discharged. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.! 

A. 


[Telegram.] 

Madrid,  March  29, 1862. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  authorities,  you  will  take  possession  of 
the  slave  ship  Falmouth,  and  at  least  prevent  her  from  going  to  sea 
without  legal  papers. 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Captain  Marin,  etc. 


B. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid,  March  29, 1862. 

Sir:  I  had  already  given  you  instructions  about  the  vessels  Clarissa 
and  Falmouth,  when  I  received  by  to-day’s  mail  two  letters  from  Consul 
Eggleston,  dated  on  the  24th  and  20th  instants,  both  mailed  on  the 


*  Omitted. 
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27th  in  Cadiz,  which  inform  me  that  the  Clarissa  had  effected  her 
escape  from  the  port,  and  that  he  had  applied  to  the  Spanish  author¬ 
ities  to  detain  the  Falmouth ,  without  success.  In  view  of  this  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  just  sent  you  a  telegram  requesting  you  to  take  possession 
of  that  vessel  and  send  her  home  to  tbe  United  States.  I  have  also 
immediately  addressed  this  Government,  requesting  them  to  order  the 
authorities  of  Cadiz  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  any  way  which  you  may 
require. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Commander  M.  C.  Marin, 

U.  8.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis. 

P.  S. — Send  a  boat’s  crew  and  take  possession  of  the  Falmouth  and 
do  not  leave  her  out  of  possession  of  your  men,  even  though  you  should 
not  take  her  out  of  the  port  to  send  her  home.  In  case  the  Spanish 
authorities  make  any  objection  to  your  sending  her  home  you  had  better 
thus  keep  quiet  possession  witnout  moving  her  till  the  question  can  be 
referred  up  to  this  Government  and  this  legation  for  decision. 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Should  there  be  any  opposition  to  your  taking  charge  of  the  Fal¬ 
mouth,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  the  port,  you  ought  to  avoid 
all  trouble  with  them,  and  it  will  do  equally  well  if  they  will  themselves 
agree  to  detain  her  till  further  orders  from  the  Queen’s  Government  at 
Madrid. 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 


C. 


[Telegram.] 


Madrid,  April  1 ,  1862. 

Suspend  the  execution  of  the  telegraphic  instructions  of  March  29, 
1862,  relative  to  the  Falmouth.  Attend  to  the  letter  of  March  28. 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 


Captain  Marin,  etc. 


D. 

Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Madrid ,  March  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  a  letter  from  our  legation  at  Berlin 
and  of  translation  of  one  written  by  a  seaman  from  on  board  the  Ameri¬ 
can  brig  Falmouth ,  at  anchor  in  Cadiz,  tending  to  show  that  that  ves¬ 
sel  is  designed  for  the  African  slave  trade.  Various  communications 
from  our  minister  at  Lisbon,  received  in  this  legation,  manifest  the  same 
suspicion,  Mr.  Harvey  having  had  near  him  for  some  time  the  parties 
engaged  in  the  scheme  to  whom  this  vessel  as  well  as  the  Clarissa,  also 
at  Cadiz,  are  supposed  to  belong.  Our  Government  at  Washington 
must  also  have  been  in  possession  of  some  information  unknown  to  me 
and  to  Mr.  Harvey,  as  it  is  not  long  since  the  Department  of  State 
ordered  the  former  consul  at  Cadiz,  Mr.  ,T.  T.  Smith,  to  send  home  the 
registers  of  these  two  vessels  and  by  no  means  to  allow  them  to  leave 
port. 
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On  tlie  2d  February  last,  I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  request¬ 
ing-  further  instructions  concerning  these  two  vessels,  which  I  suppose 
will  not  now  be  long-  delayed.  Meantime  I  have  instructed  our  consul, 
Mr.  Eggleston,  under  date  of  to-day,  to  have  the  seaman  John  Thom¬ 
sen  before  him,  and,  if  he  should  so  request,  to  discharge  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  law.  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  implied  accusation  of  some 
neglect  of  duty  or  partial  leaning  toward  the  side  of  the  master  of  the 
Falmouth  on  the  part  of  our  consul,  Mr.  Eggleston,  which  appears  in 
the  letter  of  the  seaman  Thomsen,  is  without  foundation,  but  you  will 
know  how  to  guard  a  proper  reserve  until  you  are  entirely  satisfied  in 
this  respect. 

As  to  the  vessels  Clarissa  and  Falmouth ,  whilst  they  lie  quiet  at  Cadiz, 
nothing,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  done,  except  to  wait  for  instruc¬ 
tions  from  Washington;  but  if  they  should  attempt  to  leave  port  until 
permitted  by  special  instructions  from  Washington  or  from  this  lega¬ 
tion,  I  hereby  authorize  and  request  you  to  seize  them  both,  or  either 
of  them,  outside  the  limits  of  Spanish  jurisdiction,  if  it  can  be  securely 
done,  and  to  send  them  home  to  the  United  States. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Perry. 

Commander  M.  C.  Marin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  St.  Louis. 


E  2. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Cadiz ,  April  2 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note,  accompanied  by  copy  of  a  note  to 
you  from  the  military  governor  of  Cadiz.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  say 
to  his  Excellency  the  governor  that  in  sending  a  few  men  to  the  brig 
Falmouth  I  had  only  in  view  the  keeping  her  in  this  port  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  her  from  sailing  without  her  legal  papers.  I  had  no  thought  of 
infringing  upon  the  dignity  of  Spain  or  the  laws  of  her  Catholic  Maj¬ 
esty.  In  this  acknowledgment  his  Excellency  will  at  once  see  how 
much  I  would  regret  any  misunderstanding  that  could  possibly  arise. 
I  have  withdrawn  the  men  from  the  brig  Falmouth. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

E.  S.  Eg-gleston,  Esq., 

Consul  of  the  United  States ,  Cadiz,  Spain. 


H. 

Legation  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Madrid,  April  9,  1862. 

Captain:  Your  letter  of  April  2  from  Cadiz  reached  me  on  the 
5th  instant  and  gives  me  an  account  of  your  proceedings  in  regard  to 
the  Falmouth. 

The  refusal  of  the  Spanish  authorities  to  detain  this  vessel  and  the 
Clarissa  until  our  Government  could  be  heard  from  is  certainly  a  strange 
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proceeding  and  one  whicli  has  produced  considerable  debate  between 
this  legation  and  the  Queen’s  Government.  They  seem,  however,  to 
have  mixed  up  the  question  of  these  slavers  in  some  unaccountable 
way  with  the  question  of  their  so-called  neutrality  in  regard  to  the 
ships  of  our  rebels. 

The  telegram  of  the  1st  instant  to  you  was  in  consequence  of  nego¬ 
tiations  going  on  here  of  which,  I  have  considerable  hope,  the  ultimate 
result  will  be  to  stop  the  career  of  the  Falmouth.  Your  action  I  have 
no  doubt  was  timely  as  it  was  necessary,  otherwise  that  ship  would 
have  gone  to  sea,  and  we  should  have  seen  repeated  the  scandalous 
fact  of  another  American  vessel  without  papers  and  against  the  com¬ 
mand  of  our  own  Government  navigating  freely  on  the  high  seas.  It 
would  have  been  better,  if  the  urgency  of  the  circumstances  permitted, 
to  have  seen  the  Spanish  authorities  previous  to  boarding  the  Fal¬ 
mouth  within  their  jurisdiction,  but  they  appear  to  have  been  satisfied 
with  your  explanations  and  those  of  the  consul,  which  were  indeed 
everything  that  could  be  desired  from  both  of  you. 

The  Falmouth  seems  to  have  been  detained  by  your  efficient  action 
at  a  critical  moment,  and  the  Spanish  authorities  afterwards  satisfied 
by  your  explanations,  and  both  of  these  results  were  highly  desirable, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  so  recognized  by  our  Government.  *  *  * 
Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  Perry. 


Captain  M.  C.  Marin, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  St.  Louis ,  Lisbon. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Kearsarge ,  giving  information  in  regard  to  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Royal  Dockyard ,  Ija  Carraca,  Cadiz ,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  at  Cadiz 
on  the  2d  instant.  Owing  to  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  necessity  of 
communicating  with  Madrid  before  permission  could  be  obtained  to 
visit  the  dockyard,  I  did  not  reach  it  until  the  6th.  The  necessity  for 
this  proceeding  was  explained  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  containing 
survey  upon  machinery,  etc.,  which  I  trust  was  duly  received. 

Late  advices  from  the  consul  at  Gibraltar  inform  me  that  the  captain 
and  nine  officers  of  the  Sumter  left  that  place  for  Liverpool  on  the 
12th  instant.  Most  of  the  crew  were  discharged  and  the  vessel  is  to 
remain  under  the  charge  of  two  officers  and  a  few  men  as  ship  keepers. 

Referring  to  my  instructions  from  the  Department  in  connection 
with  the  present  position  of  affairs  in  regard  to  the  Sumter ,  I  am  some¬ 
what  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed,  for,  independent  of  the  possibility  of 
the  Sumter’s  officers  returning  to  said  vessel  to  renew  their  depreda 
tions  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  steamers  from  the  Mediterranean,  it 
is  rumored  that  they  have  gone  to  Liverpool  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
another  vessel  fitted  out  either  there  or  at  Southampton. 

Under  existing  circumstances  I  shall  return  to  Algeciras  immediately 
upon  the  completion  of  repairs,  and  unless  further  developments  render 
my  course  of  proceeding  clear,  shall  remain  there  until  further  instruc¬ 
tions  from  the  Department,  cruising  in  the  daytime  in  the  straits  and 
anchoring  at  night  either  at  Algeciras,  Ceuta,  or  Tangier,  remaining 
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in  readiness  to  proceed  to  any  point  in  the  Mediterranean  where  the 
presence  of  a  man-of-war  may  be  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Bissell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Cyane , 
regarding  a  scheme  to  fit  out  Confederate  privateers  in  Valparaiso. 

U.  S.  Ship  Oyane, 
Valparaiso,  Chile,  April  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sailed  from  Panama  direct  for 
this  port  on  the  20th  of  February,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  Flag- 
Officer  Bell,  and  reached  here  on  the  9th  of  April,  after  an  extremely 
pleasant  passage.  Soon  after  my  arrival  I  called  upon  Mr.  Ward,  in 
company  with  the  U.  S.  consul,  and  from  him  learned  that  in  the  month 
of  January  there  was  an  agent  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  here 
with  authority  to  fit  out  privateers;  that  a  commission  of  lieutenant 
was  offered  to  Mr.  Ward,  under  the  influence  of  a  deception  purposely 
practiced  by  him  upon  the  agent.  The  intention  of  the  parties  engaged 
in  this  piratical  scheme  was  to  send  a  ship  or  a  vessel  to  a  port  to 
leeward  of  this,  where  men  and  guns  would  be  put  on  board  of  her,  and 
the  vessel  got  ready  to  sail  before  any  information  could  reach  the 
Government  at  Santiago  of  their  proceedings.  The  intention  of  the 
parties  appears  to  have  been  not  to  take  their  prizes  into  any  port,  but 
plunder,  destroy,  and  burn  as  many  as  they  could  upon  the  coast  and 
then  make  for  the  islands,  and  after  pursuing  the  same  policy  there, 
until  the  pursuit  became  too  hot  for  them,  run  their  vessel  on  shore 
and  escape,  to  any  one  of  the  islands,  there  to  enjoy  the  satisfaction 
derived  from  the  discharge  of  the  duties  evolved  by  the  principles  of 
Southern  patriotism  and  the  policy  of  the  leaders  of  this  unholy 
rebellion,  which,  commenced  by  treason,  perjury,  and  theft,  is  cemented 
by  robbery,  piracy,  and  murder.  Supported  by  such  acts,  upheld  by 
such  principles,  its  authors  have  had  the  blasphemous  effrontery  to 
invoke  the  aid  of  heaven  upon  a  course  which  is  such  a  libel  upon 
humanity  and  such  a  blot  upon  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  scheme  is  abandoned  for  the  present,  and  will  not,  I  think,  be 
again  renewed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Bissell, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Powell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  frigate  Poto¬ 
mac,  regarding  final  rupture  of  foreign  alliance  in  Mexico. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz,  April  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  extra  Eco  d6  Europa 
of  the  11th  April,  published  at  Orizaba,  in  which  you  will  find  the 
account  of  the  final  rupture  of  the  alliance,  English  and  Spanish  tunc- 
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tionaries  on  the  one  side,  the  French  on  the  other.  The  English  and 
Spanish  withdraw  at  once,  and  both  expect  to  embark  and  sail  from 
Vera  Cruz  on  or  before  the  20tli  instant.  The  purposes  of  France  are 
thus  in  a  manner  disclosed.  The  French  forces  will  hold  what  they 
have,  and,  with  troops  arrived  since  my  last  dispatch  of  the  4th,  will 
muster  about  12,000  men  of  all  arms.  What  forces  the  Mexicans  have 
embodied  to  resist  the  advance  of  the  French  army  I  have  no  means  of 
learning,  except  through  rumor,  upon  which  no  reliance  can  be  placed. 
Great  unanimity  is  known  to  prevail,  however,  throughout  Mexico, 
and  a  stout  resistance  may  be  looked  for. 

I  suppose  that  now  France  and  Mexico  may  be  considered  as  in  a 
state  of  open  warfare.  The  talk  of  the  Mexicans  is  to  force  the  French 
back  to  the  hot  coast  lands  and  Vera  Cruz,  where  the  “  vomito”  will 
complete  their  destruction.  Already  the  fever  is  doing  its  work  of 
death  amongst  the  troops  on  shore,  and  is  increasing,  as  our  vice-con¬ 
sul  writes  me,  “with  fearful  rapidity.” 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  L).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Rogers ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding 
IT.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson,  of  cruise  from  March  20  to  April  17,  1862. 

Boston,  April  17, 1862. 

Sir:  I  last  addressed  you  under  date  of  March  20,  giving  details  of 
our  cruise  to  that  date,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  report  the  safe 
arrival  of  the  W.  G.  Anderson  at  this  port  last  evening  in  general  good 
order,  nothingof  importance  having  happened  since  my  last  dispatch. 
A  general  summary  of  the  cruise  is,  that  we  have  sailed  20,300  miles, 
seen  210  vessels,  spoken  and  boarded  66,  and  satisfied  ourselves  of  the 
character  of  most  of  those  seen,  and  I  infer  that  Southern  privateers 
are  very  rare  in  the  waters  in  which  we  have  been. 

Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  cruised  until  most  of  our  stores  were  quite 
exhausted,  when  I  returned  with  all  dispatch  to  Boston  for  outfits  and 
repairs. 

Hoping  that  my  proceedings  during  the  cruise  will  meet  with  your 
approbation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  Rogers, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant , 
Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  W.  G.  Anderson. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Rowell,  IT .  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  frigate  Potomac, 
regarding  foreign  alliance  in  Mexico. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Vera  Cruz,  April  18,  1862. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  a  paper  which  reached  me  this  morning.  It 
will  interest  the  State  Department  particularly,  as  it  is  not  probable 
that  this  reply  of  the  French  commissioners  has  yet  reached  the  United 
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States.  Since  tlie  date  of  my  last  letters  of  the  loth  instant,  two  troop 
steamers  have  arrived  with  French  troops,  about  000  in  number.  H.  B. 
M.  steam  frigate  Mersey  is  about  embarking  a  portion  of  the  Spanish 
troops  for  transport  to  Havana,  and  the  whole  will  follow  as  soon  as 
they  reach  Vera  Cruz  from  the  interior. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  ship  Con¬ 
stellation,  stating  that  the  C.  8.  8.  Sumter  was  abandoned  at  Gibraltar, 

and  announcing  his  intention  of  sailing  for  Algeciras. 

U.  S.  Ship  Constellation, 

Off  Cadiz,  April  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  here 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant  from  Lisbon,  from  which  port  I 
sailed  on  the  11th,  leaving  the  St.  Louis  in  the  Tagus.  1  found  here 
the  Kearsarge,  Commander  Pickering,  undergoing  repairs  in  her 
machinery.  The  Tuscarora  remains  off  Algeciras,  also  the  Ino.  The 
Sumter  has  been  laid  up  at  Gibraltar  and  abandoned  by  her  captain 
and  officers,  except  a  small  party  left  in  charge  of  her,  the  crew  having 
been  discharged. 

1  shall  proceed  into  the  Mediterranean  in  the  execution  of  my  instruc¬ 
tions  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  reply  to  an  official  letter  which  I  have 
addressed  to  Mr.  Sprague,  our  consul  at  Gibraltar,  relative  to  the  state 
of  our  affairs  in  that  vicinity;  and,  if  no  necessity  exists  of  my  anchor¬ 
ing  in  English  waters,  I  shall  continue  my  course  up  the  straits,  touch¬ 
ing  at  the  ports  of  importance  where  we  have  commercial  interests. 
Communications  from  the  Department  will  be  likely  to  reach  me  if 
addressed  care  of  William  T.  Kice,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Spezia,  with 
whom  1  shall  arrange  to  forward  any  letters  to  the  various  points  at 
which  1  may  touch. 

April  26,  1862. — Having  just  received  a  telegram,  without  date,  from 
Commander  Craven,  of  the  Tuscarora,  off  Algeciras,  “  that  my  presence 
is  required  there,”  I  shall  immediately  sail  for  that  place,  although  I 
have  also  a  letter,  under  date  of  the  24th  instant,  from  Consul  Sprague, 
in  which  he  says,  “I  fully  approve  of  your  determination  not  to  enter 
this  port  (Gibraltar).”  1,  however,  deem  it  my  duty  to  confer  with 
Commander  Craven  in  response  to  his  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Letter  from  Commander  Pickering,  U.  S.Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kear¬ 
sarge,  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tus¬ 
carora,  stating  his  lack  of  definite  information  regarding  the  C.  S.  8. 
Sumter. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Royal  Dockyard,  La  Carraca ,  April  27,  1862. 
My  Dear  Craven  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  was  received  last 
evening.  I  was  pleased  to  hear  from  you  an  expression  of  opinion  as 
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to  the  position  of  affairs  regarding  the  Sumter.  You  say  that  if  I  am 
prepared  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  Sumter  is  disposed  of  I 
am  better  posted  than  you  are.  All  the  information  I  have  upon  the 
subject  is  drawn  from  the  enclosed,  signed  by  our  friend  Sprague,  and 
from  newspaper  reports,  in  which  the  Sumter  is  or  has  been  up  for  sale. 
I  have  formed  as  yet  no  decided  opinion  as  to  her  “finis,”  and  conse¬ 
quently  am  prepared  to  make  no  report  on  the  subject.  I  agree  with 
you  that  in  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  relation  to  her  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  relax  vigilance. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  only  report  I  was  prepared  to  make  in  regard 
to  the  Sumter ,  written  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  from  the  Department, 
if  possible,  some  instructions  to  meet  the  altered  condition  of  affairs 
here  and  at  home. 

I  am  afraid,  Craven,  that  your  patience  will  be  entirely  exhausted 
before  I  can  relieve  it  or  enable  you  to  draw  your  fires.  The  Sumter 
may  possibly  draw  your  fire  as  soon  as  I  your  fires.  I  can  not  hurry 
these  Andalusians;  their  holidays  exceed  their  working  days,  and  you 
must  not  calculate  upon  showing  your  number  to  the  Kearsarge  for  these 
ten  days  to  come. 

Thatcher  is  here,  and  will  sail  for  Algeciras  to-morrow  or  next  day. 
1  have  not  seen  as  much  of  him  as  I  wished,  owing  to  the  distance 
between  our  vessels  and  the  high  winds  which  have  prevailed  since  his 
arrival.  I  hope  lie  will  assume  the  prerogatives  of  the  “flag,”  as  I  feel 
confident  from  the  changed  and  changing  state  of  affairs  at  home  he 
will  eventually  be  required  to  do. 

Your  note  regarding  the  olives,  etc.,  was  duly  received  and  attended 
to.  *  *  * 


Yours,  etc., 

0.  W.  Pickering. 

Commander  T.  Augs.  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  Algeciras. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  relating  to  affairs  in  the  United 

States  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

April  28,  1862 — 5  p.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  mails  are  in  and  I  send  you  newspapers. 

My  letters  to  the  1st  inform  me  that  the  people  were  disgusted  at  the 
Nashville  having  gotten  out  of  Beaufort.  Any  quantity  of  Federal 
steamers  reached  that  quarter  soon  after  she  had  escaped.  Petitions 
were  being  signed  all  over  the  country  for  the  removal  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says  that  precedents  in  Mahomedan  coun¬ 
tries  justified  DeLong  in  arresting  Myers  and  Tunstall. 

Big  Bethel  was  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  in  great  force.  The  Nar- 
ragansett ,  ironclad  boat,  had  reached  Baltimore  to  coal  and  proceed  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Monitor ,  that  was  ready  to  meet  the  Merrimack. 
Some  even  feared  that  the  Merrimack  would  go  and  attack  New  York 
and  Boston.  [Island]  No.  10  always  held  its  own  against  Porter 
[Foote?]. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Captain  Thatcher,  of  the  Constellation ,  at  Cadiz. 
After  some  calking  he  intended  to  proceed  up  the  Mediterranean,  unless 
I  had  anything  to  suggest  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  views. 

I  have  also  heard  from  Captain  Pickering.  He  tells  me  that  he  doubts 
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if  the  Kearsarge  will  be  ready  to  return  to  Algeciras  for  two  weeks,  as 
some  castings  were  detaining  the  work  of  his  engineers. 

As  I  shall  have  to  write  a  reply  to  Captain  Thatcher’s  official  note, 
I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  what  you  think  about  the  matter.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  Constellation ,  like  the  Bio,  St.  Louis ,  etc.,  being 
sailing  crafts,  had  better  be  cruising  out  than  in  the  Mediterranean. 
No  rebel  cruiser  would  find  it  to  its  interest  to  cruise  within  that  sea. 
Then,  again,  having  always  one  steamer  at  Algeciras,  by  telegraph 
we  can  always  know  what  is  going  on  up  the  Mediterranean  within 
a  few  hours.  Give  me  your  ideas  and  send  them  over  to-morrow. 
I  repeat,  I  do  not  approve  of  our  sailing  ships  going  up  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  so  long  as  we  know  everything  is  going  on  peaceably  with 
our  commerce  in  that  sea. 

Yours,  truly,  in  great  haste, 

H.  J.  Sprague. 

[Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscan  or  a.  ] 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific  Squadron 
of  disturbances  in  the  State  of  Sonora,  Mexico ,  transmitting  enclos¬ 
ures  relative  thereto. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Navy  Yard ,  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  April  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  this  morning  a 
letter  from  Brigadier-General  [George]  Wright,  commanding  the  U.  S. 
Military  Department  of  the  Pacific,  enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Guaymas,  printed  copies  of  which  I  herewith  enclose. 
I  also  enclose  a  printed  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Guaymas, 
which  explains  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  State  of  Sonora.  William  L. 
Baker,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Guaymas,  informs  General  Wright  that 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Sonora  is  daily  becoming  more  complicated,  the 
result  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  The  St.  Mary's  is  now  cruis¬ 
ing  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Bias,  Mazatlan,  and  Manzanillo,  and  I  have 
this  day  sent  an  order  to  Commander  Middleton  to  proceed  at  once  to 
Guaymas  and  remain  there  until  further  orders.  I  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  this  order;  also  the  last  order  to  Commander  Stanly,  of  the  Narra- 
gansett.  As  our  letter  bag  is  about  to  close,  1  have  no  time  to  send 
you  manuscript  copies  of  the  enclosed  letters,  which  I  believe  are  cor¬ 
rectly  printed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Charles  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Navy  Yard ,  Mare  Island ,  Cal.,  April  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Information  having  reached  herefrom  reliable  sources  that  a 
conspiracy  is  about  forming  between  the  rebel  General  Sibley  and  the 
Mexican  governor  of  Sonora  which  may  compromise  American  inter¬ 
ests  in  that  vicinity,  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  Guaymas,  Mexico. 
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You  will  consult  with  William  L.  Baker,  esq.,  American  consul,  and  Mr. 
F.  H.  Waterman,  an  American  merchant  resident  in  Guaymas,  upon 
whom  you  can  rely  for  correct  information.  You  wid  remain  at  Guay¬ 
mas  until  further  orders,  and  I  wish  you  to  write  to  me  as  soon  as  you 
can  obtain  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  state  ot  affairs  in  that 
part  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Edward  Middleton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  St.  Mary's ,  Manzanillo. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Navy  Yard ,  Mare  Island ,  Cal.,  April  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  When  you  are  in  all  respects  ready,  you  will  proceed  to  San 
Diego,  where  you  will  remain  for  a  few  days.  I  wish  you  to  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  that  vicinity  in  regard  to  the 
Union,  but  in  doing  so  be  careful  not  to  create  a  feeling  of  distrust  on 
your  part.  You  will  do  well  to  hint  that  a  man  of- war  will  be  sent 
occasionally  to  look  after  our  interests  in  that  quarter.  On  your  way 
you  can  stop  at  Point  Conception  to  attend  to  the  settlement  of  your 
former  duties  at  that  place.  Endeavor  to  return  within  three  weeks. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Fables  Stanly, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett ,  San  Francisco. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Quaker 

City,  requesting  that  his  ship  be  transferred  to  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf 

Squadron ,  and  calling  attention  to  two  supposed  blockade  runners. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 

St.  Thomas  West  Indies,  April  30, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity  offering  by  the  departure  of  a 
transient  vessel  for  New  York  on  to-morrow  to  inform  you  of  my  return 
to  this  anchorage  on  the  16tli  from  a  visit  to  the  island  of  Santa  Cruz, 
to  which  I  jiroceeded  on  the  5th  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  our 
stock  of  water,  that  indispensable  article  being  very  scarce  on  this 
island,  and  for  which  owners  of  water  tanks  demanded  the  enormous 
price  of  9  cents  per  gallon,  while  in  Santa  Cruz  it  was  purchased  for  1J 
cents. 

No  information  has  yet  been  received  as  to  the  movements  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville  since  she  escaped  from  Beaufort,  but  presume 
that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Halifax,  Havana,  Aspinwall,  or  Southampton 
steamers,  on  about  the  3d  proximo,  something  definite  will  be  learned 
in  relation  to  her  movements. 

Our  supply  of  provisions,  small  stores,  and  clothing  being  almost 
entirely  expended,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  proceed  early  next 
week  to  Key  West  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing. 

Since  leaving  Curasao  on  the  17th  of  last  month,  there  have  been 
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seventy-two  cases  of  remittent  fever  on  board  among  the  officers  and 
crew.  The  list  to-day  shows  twenty-five  cases  still,  but  it  appears  to 
yield  readily  to  medical  treatment,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  add,  all  the 
patients  appear  to  be  doing  well. 

I  would  most  earnestly  but  respectfully  request  of  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  behalf  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew,  a 
revocation  of  my  instructions  of  December  14,  1801,  and  that  the  ship 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  command  may  be  transferred  to  the  Atlantic 
or  Gulf  Squadron,  where  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded  us  of  render¬ 
ing  more  efficient  services  to  our  country  and  acquire  some  of  the 
renown  which  is  now  being  shed  upon  the  gallant  body  of  men  attached 
to  vessels  on  our  coast  and  western  waters. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the  late  Governor  H.  H.  Berg,  of  this 
island  and  St.  John,  which  sad  event  occurred  on  the  15th  instant, 
after  a  very  protracted  illness  of  several  months.  The  vacancy  has 
been  filled  by  the  temporary  appointment  of  the  chamberlain,  Rothe, 
who  assumed  the  functions  of  his  office  on  the  22d  instant. 

1  deem  it  due  to  the  Department  to  state  that  on  tlie25th  instant  two 
English  steamers,  the  Circassian ,  Captain  Hunter,  1,046  tons,  loaded 
with  saltpeter,  and  the  Min  ho ,  Captain  Parke,  1,245  tons,  with  a  gen¬ 
eral  cargo,  put  in  here  for  coal.  They  left  here  again  on  the  27th  and 
28th,  ostensibly  bound  to  Havana,  but  their  captains  had  no  hesita 
tion  in  publicly  saying  on  shore  their  object  was  to  attempt  to  run  the 
blockade. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

St.  Thomas,  May  2,  1862. 

P.  S. — An  opportunity  having  offered  to-day  by  the  departure  of  the 
French  steamer  of  war  Bertholier  for  Havana,  I  availed  myself  of  it 
to  address  a  communication  to  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  McKean,  giving  him 
the  information  of  the  steaming  from  this  port  of  the  two  British  screw 
steamers  Circassian  and  Minho ,  for  Havana  ostensibly,  but  evidently 
with  the  intention  to  run  the  blockade  if  possible. 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Thatcher ,  77.  8.  Navy,  commanding  77.  8.  ship 
Constellation ,  stating  that  a  close  watch  is  kept  upon  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 
at  Gibraltar. 

U.  S.  Ship  Constellation, 

Off  Algeciras,  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  May  1,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  port  from  Cadiz  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  communicate  with  Com¬ 
mander  Craven,  of  the  Tuscarora.  I  observed  that  the  Sumter,  now 
anchored  under  the  guns  of  Gibraltar,  has  her  fore-and-aft  sails  still 
bent,  which  looks-like  an  intention  to  use  them  should  opportunity  offer 
for  her  escape,  but  as  Commander  Craven  has  steam  up  at  all  times, 
and  a  close  watch  kept  upon  her  movements,  I  think  she  can  noi  pos¬ 
sibly  get  to  sea  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  correspondence,  a  copy  of  which  I  ior- 
123a - 25 
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ward  to  the  State  Department  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sprague,  relative 
to  the  murder  of  an  American  missionary  and  his  servant  near  Alex- 
andretta,  detailing  the  prompt  and  vigorous  action  iu  the  case  by  the 
English  naval  officer,  Commander  A.  C.  Hobart,  of  H.  B.M.  S.  Foxhound , 
who  was  fortunately  near  the  place  of  assassination.  The  facts  detailed 
in  his  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo  render  it  almost  certain  that  the  culprits 
have  been  punished.  I  shall,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  visit  that  coast  in  this  ship  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  with  the 
view  of  affording  protection  to  Americans  who  may  reside  there.  I 
shall  leave  here  at  an  early  day  for  the  commercial  ports  to  the  east¬ 
ward. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 
U.  S.  ship  Ino ,  stating  his  intention  to  return  to  the  United  States  in 
consequence  of  the  abandonment  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

IJ.  S.  Ship  Ino, 

Cadiz  Bay ,  May  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  On  reperusal  of  my  instructions  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
to  leave  this  [port]  immediately  for  Boston,  the  object  of  my  visit  in 
these  waters  having  been  accomplished  so  far  as  is  possible  to  do  so, 
she  [C.  S.  S.  Sumter \  having  been  abandoned  by  her  captain  and  eight 
of  her  officers  in  neutral  waters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Josiah  P.  Creesy, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Ino ,  directing  that  the  property  of 
Mr.  Tunstall  be  forwarded  to  State  Department  for  restoration  to  him. 

Navy  Department,  May  6, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  iu  a  communi¬ 
cation  to  this  Department,  says  that  it  is  understood  when  Mr.  Tun- 
stall  was  delivered  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino,  certain  property  was  taken 
from  him  by  the  commander  of  that  vessel,  and  asks  that  instructions 
may  be  given  for  the  restoration  of  the  same  to  Mr.  Tunstall,  it  being 
believed  that  there  was  not  sufficient  ground  for  the  proceeding.  The 
Department  therefore  directs  that  you  will  forward  to  its  care  the 
property  referred  to  by  the  first  opportunity  that  offers,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  restored  to  its  owner. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Josiah  P.  Creesy,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Ino,  Gibraltar. 
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Report  of  Captain  Watkins  of  arrival  at  Hongkong  for  the  command 
of  U.  S.  8.  Saginaw,  and  intended  departure  for  California. 

U.  S.  S.  Saginaw, 

Hongkong,  May  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  on 
the  30th  ultimo,  when  I  learned  the  Saginaw  had  been  recently  ordered 
by  the  British  colonial  government  out  of  the  harbor,  and  had  found 
refuge  in  the  harbor  of  Macao,  whither  I  proceeded  the  following  day. 
Having  taken  charge  of  the  Saginaw ,  and  finding  her  in  condition  for 
removal,  we  proceeded  on  the  2d  instant  to  Whampoa,  where  exist 
ample  facilities  for  any  amount  of  repairs  upon  the  ship. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  we  made  an  examination  of  her  frames 
and  planking,  and  although  we  found  the  ship  very  rotten  abaft  her 
mainmast,  indeed  many  of  her  upper  futtocks  entirely  gone,  yet  there 
was  sufficient  sound  wood  to  enable  me  to  put  her  in  condition  for  the 
safe  performance  of  the  voyage  to  San  Francisco,  and  at  a  very  small 
expense,  for  her  repairs  of  every  nature  are  less  than  $500.  Most  of 
the  timber  that  is  rotten  is  the  laurel,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it 
perfectly  sound,  and  I  am  confident  if  the  wood  is  cut  with  proper  care, 
say  between  the  months  of  November  and  March,  and  docked,  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  as  fine  ship  timber  as  any  in  the  United  States.  The 
Saginaw  could  not  have  gone  to  sea  from  here  with  safety  as  a  man-of- 
war,  without  very  extensive  and  expensive  repairs. 

As  I  have  had  a  crew  to  ship  and  stores  to  purchase,  my  disburse¬ 
ments  are  rather  high,  but  I  shall  have  ample  means  for  all  without 
using  your  credit  on  Messrs.  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  London. 

Messrs.  Bussell  &  Co.  have  kindly  furnished  me  with  sufficient  coal, 
50  tons,  to  carry  the  ship  to  Shanghai,  and  lam  under  great  obligations 
to  those  gentlemen  for  many  facilities  rendered  me.  I  am  very  fortu¬ 
nate  in  having  Mr.  McDougal  with  me  as  my  executive  officer;  he  has 
been  of  the  first  importance  to  me  since  I  took  command  of  the  ship. 

We  sail  from  here  immediately  for  Shanghai,  where  I  shall  fill  the 
ship  with  coal  for  California,  and  shall  inform  you  fully  of  my  move¬ 
ments  from  there. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  T.  Watkins. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

Navy  Department,  May  13,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  under  your  command,  with¬ 
out  delay  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  j 

Commander  D.  B.  Bidgely, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  New  York. 
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Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ridgely 
TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  giving  information 
regarding  the  rumored  presence  of  the  Oreto  in  harbor  of  Nassau,  New 
Providence. 

Navy  Department,  May  15,  1868. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  an  extract  from  a  communication,  dated  at 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  the  2d  instant,  addressed  by  Chas.  Jackson, 
esq.,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Nassau  agency  at  New  York,  concerning  a 
steamer  that  has  arrived  at  the  former  port,  and  is  supposed  to  be 
intended  for  a  rebel  privateer.  This  steamer  is  no  doubt  the  Oreto. 
Three  or  four  others  were  at  Nassau,  at  the  last  accounts,  with  arms, 
etc.,  for  the  insurgents,  the  Minna  and  Stettin  among  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely", 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Ridgely, 
V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  calling  attention 
to  steamer  Melita ,  suspected  of  intention  of  running  the  blockade. 

Navy  Department,  May  15,  1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  consul  at  Hamburg,  under  date  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
reports  the  sailing,  on  the  day  previous,  of  the  steamer  M  elita  for  Nassau. 
She  has  on  board  a  valuable  cargo  of  arms,  etc.,  destined,  it  is  suspected, 
for  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Yr.  Fox, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin,  TJ.  S.Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  St.  Louis, 
announcing  his  intention  to  start  on  a  cruise  immediately. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 
Lisbon,  Portugal,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  shall  sail 
to-moirow,  from  this  place,  on  a  cruise.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  inter¬ 
ruption  to  our  commerce  in  these  vicinities,  and  I  have,  therefore’  reason 
to  believe  that  there  are  no  rebel  or  piratical  cruisers. 

At  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Harvey,  our  minister,  I  have  delayed 
departure  for  some  days — that  with  a  desire  to  learn  the  important 
news  from  our  country.  There  is  apparently  no  further  cause  for  delay. 
1  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  very  high 

So/>CrK°i  Salt  lf0visii0l's  for  the  ship.  The  paymaster  has  had  to  pay 
$2h.oo  for  pork,  and  $23.89  per  barrel  for  beef. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

,r  „  VTT  Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  ( TJ.  8.),  Washington,  It.  C. 
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Letter  of  Hon.  S.  C.  Fessenden,  U.  8.  House  of  Representatives ,  to  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  railroad  passes  for  crews 
of  two  vessels. 


House  of  Representatives, 
Washington,  I).  C.,  May  16,  1862. 

Sir:  October  30,  1861,  brig  B.  K.  Eaton ,  of  Searsport,  Me.,  W.  C. 
Nichols,  master,  was  captured  by  privateer  Sally,  crew  and  captain  car¬ 
ried  to  Charleston,  thence  to  Columbia,  thence  to  Richmond,  and  were 
prisoners  there  until  last  Saturday  night,  when  they  were  sent  on,  with 
others,  to  Washington.  Brig  B.  K.  Eaton  sailed  from  New  York  loaded 
with  lime  and  cement,  in  employment  of  Government.  These  seamen 
wish  for  passes  to  return  home  on  line  of  railroad,  according  to  list  here¬ 
with  submitted. 

November  2,  steamship  Osceola ,  a  Government  transport  with  Du 
Pout’s  fleet,  shipwrecked  at  Georgetown,  S.  C. ;  crew  prisoners  in  Rich¬ 
mond  until  last  Sunday,  and  are  now  here  in  Washington  and  want 
passes  home.  I  hope  they  may  have  them. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully, 

Same.  C.  Fessenden. 


Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Tuscarora,  to  remain  at  Algeciras  and 
watch  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  May  21, 1862. 
Sir  :  Yrou  will  remain  at  Algeciras,  watching  the  Sumter,  until  further 
instructions  from  the  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

f  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora,  Algeciras. 


Report  of  Commander  Ridgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San¬ 
tiago  de  Cuba.,  announcing  his  departure  from  Sandy  Hook. 

IT.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  May  24,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hereby  inform  the  Department  that  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  is 
at  sea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Report  of  Captain  Powell,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac, 
mentioning  French  affairs  in  Mexico ,  and  stating  that  the  ship  under 
his  command  was  no  longer  fit  for  cruising. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Potomac, 

Off  Key  West ,  May  29,  1862. 

Sir:  J  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship,  under  iny 
command,  yesterday,  nine  days  from  Vera  Cruz.  There  was  little  addi¬ 
tion  touching  affairs  in  Mexico  since  the  date  of  my  last  dispatch. 
After  several  repulses,  the  French  force  designed  to  renew  the  assault 
upon  Puebla,  the  result  of  which  will  perhaps  reach  you  before  this. 
My  officers  and  men  are  in  good  health.  The  ship  is  fast  running 
down  and  is  no  longer  fit  for  cruising  as  a  ship  of  war,  in  my  opinion. 
The  disclosures  of  decay  in  vital  points  indicates  a  softness,  generally, 
that  would  make  it  judicious  to  withdraw  her  from  active  service  when 
it  can  be  done  conveniently. 

Our  mails  have  gone  to  the  westward,  so  that  I  have  found  no  com¬ 
munications  here  from  the  Department,  nor  indeed  any  from  Flag- 
Officer  Farragut. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Powell, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  It.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Thatcher ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
Constellation,  stating  the  good  feeling  manifested  towards  the  U.  8. 
Government  at  Spezia,  Italy. 


U.  S.  Ship  Constellation, 

Genoa,  May  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
Spezia  from  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  on  the  loth  instant,  and  remained 
there  until  the  27th,  engaged  in  the  survey  of  all  the  United  States 
naval  stores  left  at  that  port,  in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the 
Department  addressed  to  the  acting  storekeeper,  and  in  overhauling 
and  refitting  rigging,  as  well  as  drilling  the  crew  at  target  practice.  I 
anchored  here  on  the  28th  instant,  and  found  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
American  merchant  ships  in  port,  lading  and  discharging. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Department  that  both  the  civil  and  naval 
authorities  at  Spezia  and  at  this  port  have  manifested  the  greatest 
good  feeling  for  our  Government  and  flag,  and  that  the  naval  com 
maudant  at  Spezia  and  the  admiral  here  have,  in  the  most  cordial 
manner,  tendered  us  all  the  assistance  which  their  arsenals  afford,  and 

have  supplied  us  gratuitously  with  water. 

*  #  #  #  #  #  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  IF ashington. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific  Squadron , 
of  the  strength  of  the  French  and  English  forces  on  the  Pacific  coast , 
accompanied  by  list  of  the  vessels. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Navy  Yard ,  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  May  29,1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  list  of  the 
English  and  French  naval  forces  on  this  coast,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain 
them  from  what  T  conceive  to  be  reliable  sources.  A  number  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  vessels  on  this  list  were  sent  from  India  and  the  China  Seas  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  Trent  affair,  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  hostilities  with 
the  United  States.  In  the  present  state  of  the  defenses  of  this  harbor, 
one-half  of  this  force  could  command  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  take 
possession  of  this  yard.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  strength 
of  the  French  ships,  several  of  which  are  now  engaged  in  blockading 
the  Mexican  ports  from  Guaymas  to  Acapulco. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Ohas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


List  of  French  Government  vessels  on  the  Pacific  Station,  May  29,  1862. 


Le  vainqueurZe  Duguay,  croisier  steamer. 
La  corvette  La  Bayonnaise. 

La  corvette  La  Galathee. 

La  corvette  La  Come  lie. 


L'avis  Le  Cassini,  screw. 
L’avis  Le  Diamant,  screw. 

Lamothe  Piquet,  screw. 


List  of  H.  B.  M.  ships  on  the  Pacific  Station,  May,  1862. 


Bacchante,  51  guns,  steam  frigate. 
Cameleon,  17  guns,  steam  sloop. 
Cliaryhdis,  21  guns,  steam  corvette. 
Clio,  22  guns,  steam  corvette. 
Devastation,  6  guns,  steam  sloop. 
Hecate,  6  guns,  steam  sloop. 

Mutine,  17  guns,  steam  sloop. 


Naiad,  6  guns,  storeship. 

Nereus,  6  guns,  storeship. 
Termagant,  25  guns,  steam  frigate 
Topaze,  51  guns,  steam  frigate. 
Grappler,  gunboat. 

Forward,  gunboat. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  May  30, 1862. 

A  privateer  has  appeared  in  the  Chinese  waters.  The  Wyoming  must 
be  repaired  with  all  the  dispatch  possible,  without  regard  to  repairs 
for  thirty  months’  service.  Send  her  to  Manila  direct. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  C.  H.  Bell, 

Or,  in  his  absence, 

The  Commandant  of  Navy  Yard, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  8.  Navy , 
commanding  Pacific  Squadron ,  expressing  approval  of  the  course  pur¬ 
sued  for  protection  of  American  interests  in  Mexican  wa  ters. 

Navy  Department,  May  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Depaitment  has  received  your  No.  30  and  enclosures,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Sonora.  You  have  anticipated  the 
wishes  of  the  Department  in  dispatching  a  vessel  immediately  to 
Guaymas  for  the  protection  of  American  interests  there.  Your  com¬ 
munication  has  been  received  of  the  appearance  of  a  rebel  armed 
steamer  mounting  eight  rifled  guns  in  the  Chinese  waters. 

You  were  yesterday  telegraphed  to  push  forward  the  repairs  on  the 
Wyoming  without  regard  to  “thirty  months’  service,”  and  send  her  to 
Manila  direct,  at  which  point  some  information  of  the  movements  of 
the  rebel  steamer  may  probably  be  obtained. 

The  Department  also  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  Nos.  24,  25, 
and  27. 

1  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy. ] 

Flag-Officer  Ciias.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora,  in  reference  to  property  taken  from  Mr.  Tuns  tall,  and  making 
charges  against  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 
Algeciras ,  June  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  your  letter  of  May  G,  addressed 
to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy,  came  to  me,  as  senior  officer, 
by  this  day’s  mail.  In  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  that 
letter,  1  have  to  report  that  I  did  not  learn  that  private  property  had 
been  taken  from  Mr.  Tunstall  until  after  the  prisoners  had  been  shipped 
for  the  United  States  and  the  Ino  had  returned  to  this  anchorage.  It 
was  then  communicated  to  me  by  one  of  the  officers  of  this  ship,  who 
had  seen  the  gold  watch  in  the  possession  of  the  acting  paymaster  of 
the  Ino.  The  Kearsarge  being  present,  I  at  once  informed  "my  senior 
officer  of  the  matter. 

I  have  now  to  report  to  you  that  the  Ino  sailed  from  here  on  27th 
April  without  any  authority  from  me  and  in  contemptuous  disregard 
of  my  presence;  she  went  to  Cadiz,  and  from  there  was  ordered  imme¬ 
diately  back  to  this  place  by  Commander  Pickering,  who  gave  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy  important  consular  dispatches  for  me. 
The  ship  left  Cadiz  about  1st  May,  but  has  not  returned  here,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy  has 
abandoned  his  station  here  and  gone  on  some  independent  cruise.  I 
have  had  no  intelligence  of  his  whereabouts,  and  must  confess  I  should 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  some  extraordinary  conduct  on  his  part. 

On  the  28th  and  29tli  April  I  sent  to  you  a  formal  report  and 
charges  against  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Creesy. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  agent  of  the  California  mail 
steamers,  offering  assistance  to  the  company  in  protecting  the  steamers 
from  Confederate  privateers. 


Navy  Department,  June  5,  1862. 

Tlie  Department  has  information  of  the  concentration  of  a  large 
number  of  steamers  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  engaged  in  the 
interest  of  the  insurgents.  The  object  of  most  of  them  is  doubtless  to 
run  the  blockade  if  possible,  but  some  of  them  may  be  fitted  out  for 
piratical  purposes.  In  anticipation  of  the  latter  course,  it  would  be 
well  to  take  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  California  steamers  on 
the  route  between  New  York  and  Aspinwall.  The  Department  will 
gladly  assist  the  company  in  this  object.  It  will  furnish  rille  guns  for 
them  and  a  sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  work  them,  the  company 
subsisting  at  their  expense  the  seamen.  It  will  also,  if  desired,  appoint 
the  commanders  of  the  steamers  acting  masters  in  the  Navy,  but 
without  pay.  Until  the  steamers  are  prepared  in  themselves  to  repel 
an  attack,  the  Department  will  di  rect  the  gunboat  Cayuga  at  New  York 
to  act  as  convoy  over  the  part  of  the  route  where  danger  is  most  likely 
to  be  apprehended.  The  Cayuga  is  not,  however,  a  fast  steamer. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Agent  of  the  California  Mail  Steamers, 

New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 
Louis,  stating  that  the  United  States  flag  was  received  ivith  satisfaction 
in  the  Canary  Islands. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Santa  Cruz,  Island  of  Tenerife,  June  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  visit  to  this  island,  at  which 
place  I  arrived  on  the  30th  ultimo;  and  I  purpose  to  sail  again  on  the 
14tli  instant,  after  the  arrival  of  the  mail. 

Commerce  remained  uninterrupted,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
the  appearance  of  our  Hag  everywhere  gives  much  satisfaction,  and 
that  much  courtesy  has  been  extended  to  us  in  the  ports  that  I  have 
visited. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  continues  generally  good. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  Kearsarge,  of  information  received  at  Gibraltar  regarding  the  C. 
S!  S  SsllTYl  fpT 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras,  June  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  at  this 
port  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  having  been  detained  two 
months  at  the  royal  dockyard,  Cadiz,  undergoing  repairs  upon 
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machinery,  which  could  have  oeeu  effected  at  any  of  our  own  dock¬ 
yards  in  as  many  weeks.  The  new  circulating  pump  plunger  was  found, 
when  nearly  completed,  to  be  slightly  defective,  but  upon  consultation 
with  the  chief  engineer  I  determined  to  use  it  temporarily  until  a  new 
casting  could  be  made.  While  at  the  dockyard  I  made  such  repairs 
upon  the  ship  as  were  deemed  absolutely  necessary. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  port  I  have  had  an  interview  with  Consul 
Sprague,  at  Gibraltar,  concerning  the  Sumter ,  her  condition,  present 
intentions,  etc.,  the  result  of  which  has  convinced  me  that  it  would  not 
be  wise  to  leave  her  unguarded. 

The  Tuscarora  sailed  for  Cadiz  this  morning.  The  store  ship  Release 
will  sail  for  Spezia  as  soon  as  she  completes  watering  ship. 

Officers  and  crew  all  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific  Squadron, 
to  Commander  McDougal ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming, 
to  cruise  in  the  China  Seas  in  search  of  a  Confederate  privateer. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 
Navy  Yard ,  Mare  Island,  Cal.,  June  16,  1862. 


Sir  :  When  you  are  in  all  respects  ready  you  will  proceed  to  sea  in  the 
U.  S.  S.  Wyoming,  under  your  command,  and,  notwithstanding  your  pre¬ 
vious  orders  from  the  Navy  Department,  you  will  go  at  once  to  Manila, 
the  capital  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  Information  has  reached  Wash¬ 
ington  that  a  rebel  privateer  is  cruising  in  the  China  Seas.  You  will 
therefore,  on  your  arrival  at  Manila,  endeavor  to  obtain  such  intelli¬ 
gence  as  may  lead  to  her  capture.  It  is  probable  that  instructions  from 
the  Navy  Department  may  await  your  arrival,  in  default  of  which  you 
will  be  governed  by  your  best  judgment  to  effect  the  object  of  your 
cruise,  to  protect  American  commerce  in  those  seas.  Should  you  meet 
with  theU.  S.  S.  Saginaw ,  you  are  authorized  to  transfer  Lieutenant 
Charles  [J.]  McDougal  from  that  ship  to  the  Wyoming. 

Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  successful  cruise, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  McDougal, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyoming ,  Mare  Island. 


Report  of  Captain  Glendy,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saratoga ,  of 

arrival  at  Madeira. 

U.  S.  S.  Saratoga, 
Funchal,  Island  of  Madeira,  June  16,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  arrived  at  this  port,  as  I  advised  you  I  should  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  do  in  my  dispatch  of  the  5th  of  April  last,  and  shall  return 
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to  my  cruising  ground  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  accomplished  the  object 
of  my  visit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi,  M.  Glendy, 

Captain . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

London,  June  23,  1862,  via  Madrid. 
Come  to  England  as  soon  as  ready,  and  report  to  Mr.  Adams  imme¬ 
diately  on  arrival. 

Moran. 

Captain  Craven, 

Frigate  [Steam  Sloop]  Tuscarorq. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora,  of  intention  to  proceed  to  England,  in  response  to  dispatch  from 
Hon.  G.  F.  Adams. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Cadiz,  June  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  having  been  relieved  at 
Algeciras  by  the  Kearsarge,  on  the  12th  instant,  I  came  to  this  place  to 
overhaul  the  ship  and  engines.  Our  tires  have  been  steadily  kept  up 
from  the  14th  [of]  December  to  my  arrival  here,  on  the  15th  instant. 
Some  very  trilling  repairs  are  needed,  and  I  expect  to  be  ready  for  sea 
July  1,  -when  1  will  sail  for  England,  having  yesterday  received  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Mr  Adams  requesting  the  presence  of  this  ship. 

1  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  any  important  communications  from 
the  Navy  Department  to  me  be  folded  as  private  letters,  and  without 
the  official  frank,  as  nearly  all  of  the  letters  from  the  Department 
which  came  to  me  at  Gibraltar  came  with  seals  broken  and  mutilated 
envelopes.  1  of  course  do  not  know  if  1  have  received  all  you  have 
sent  me,  but  it  is  evident  that  letters  are  opened  in  England. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.jhip  St. 
Louis ,  of  arrival  at  the  Island  of  Fayal,  and  condition  of  affairs  at 
that  place. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Loitis, 

Island  of  Fayal,  June  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  my  arrival  at  this 
island,  having  arrived  here  on  the  21st  instant.  So  far  as  1  can  learn, 
commerce  meets  with  no  interruption.  This  morning  the  Spanish 
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steamer  of  war  Ulloa ,  bearing  General  Prim,  came  into  the  harbor, 
when  1  had  the  honor  ot  saluting  the  Spanish  general. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  Marin, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  TP ashington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Pickering ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  l  .  S.  steam 
sloop  Kearsarge ,  transmitting  correspondence  regarding  the  guarding 
of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras,  July  3,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  instruction  dated  21st  of  May,  since  which  acknowl¬ 
edgment  1  have  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Tuscarora.  To-day  I 
received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Captain  Craven,  marked  A.  The 
Department  will  see  from  enclosed  copies  of  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  consul  at  Gibraltar  a  few  days  since,  marked  B,  and  my  answer 
to  the  same  (C),  the  necessity  of  my  further  detention  here.  I  also 
enclose  copy  of  letter*  addressed  tc  Captain  Craven,  marked  I). 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Wash  ington ,  7).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

A. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Cadiz,  June  29,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  last  night  received  your  dispatch.  The  document  to 
which  you  refer  reached  me  on  the  25th,  and  after  my  note  to  you  had 
gone. 

1  on  the  23d  received  from  the  legation  in  London  a  telegram, 
requesting  my  immediate  presence  in  England,  and,  as  my  original 
instructions  subject  me  to  being  advised  by  the  U.  S.  minister  to 
England,  1  can  not  disregard  his  dispatch,  which  I  presume  refers  to 
some  matters  not  yet  known  in  Washington  and  of  an  urgent  nature. 

1  have  named  to  Mr.  Adams  the  1st  July  as  my  earliest  possible 
day  for  leaving  here,  and  I  will  go  at  that  time,  though  not  having 
completed  our  repairs.  On  my  arrival  at  Southampton  I  will,  as  soon 
as  I  have  communicated  with  Mr.  Adams,  inform  you  of  my  probable 
detention  and  of  the  time  you  may  expect  my  return  to  relieve  you. 

For  four  months  have  1  watched  the  Sumter  voluntarily,  while  all 
of  those  vessels  which  were  sent  after  her  seem  to  have  got  clear  of  the 
duty  assigned  them.  1  however  receive  the  order  of  the  Department 
as  a  complimentary  appreciation  of  the  confidence  of  the  Government 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  have  discharged  my  duties. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander  C.  W.  Pickering,  Commander. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Kearsarge. 


Not  found. 
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B. 

June  30, 18G2. 

Sir:  Understanding  that  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  has 
by  telegraph  called  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  now  at  Cadiz,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  availing  of  the  earliest  oppoi’tunity  to  express  the  hope  that 
you  will  not  leave  this  station  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge  until  another 
Federal  steamer  supplies  her  place,  or  until  you  advise  with  Mr.  Adams 
or  the  Navy  Department  on  this  subject. 

As  you  are  well  aware  the  steamer  Sumter  remains  at  anchor  in  this 
port.  I  know  nothing  about  her  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  she  will 
make  new  attempts  to  renew  her  unlawful  vocation;  still,  so  long  as 
there  exist  Southern  commissioners  and  others  in  favor  of  secession  in 
Europe  who  are  naturally  anxious  to  favor  their  cause,  would  it  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  leave  the  Sumter  to  herself  and  run  the  risk  of  allowing  her  to 
proceed  to  sea  unmolested?  I  think  not.  Indeed,  I  consider  it  most 
important  that  we  should  continue  to  keep  up  efficient  measures  to  pro¬ 
vide,  not  only  for  this  contingency,  but  also  for  the  appearance  in  these 
waters  of  any  other  crafts  hying  the  secession  hag.  This  surveillance 
upon  the  Sumter  ought  to  be  continued  rigidly,  and  as  sailing  vessels  of 
war  are  not  adapted  to  the  present  necessities,  it  is  essential  that  the 
Federal  vessel  assigned  to  permanent  duty  in  these  waters  should  be 
a  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering,  77.  S.  Consul. 

77.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  off  Algecir as. 


C. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras  Bay ,  July  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  yesterday,  urging  the  necessity  of  my  remaining  at  Algeciras 
with  the  steam  sloop  under  my  command.  I  am  very  desirous  of  pur¬ 
suing  late  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  are  much  in 
unison  with  my  own  wishes,  but,  yielding  to  the  force  of  your  remarks 
and  the  fact  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  ship  from  these  waters  was 
ordered  under  the  implied  contingency  of  the  Tuscarora  being  available 
and  sufficient  for  all  requirements  here,  I  shall  remain  until  the  arrival 
of  Commander  Craven  or  further  instructions  from  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

77.  S.  Consul ,  Gibraltar. 


C.  W.  Dickering, 

Commander. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Winslow ,  77.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  77.  S.  8.  R.  R.  Guyler,  to  touch  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
and  ascertain  the  purpose  and  destination  of  steamer  Oreto. 

Navy  Department,  July  4 ,  1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  information  that  the  fast-sailing  steamer 
Oreto ,  now  at  Nassau,  has  been  litted  lor  war  purposes,  and  theontelli- 
gence  received  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that  she 
is  to  be  employed  in  hostile  demonstrations  toward  this  Government, 
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its  commerce,  and  its  people.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  deemed 
proper  that  you  touch  at  Nassau  ou  your  way  to  Key  W  est  with  the 
R.  R.  Cuyler,  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  vessel,  her  purposes, 


and  destination. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  authorities  will  in  good  faith  observe 
and  maintain  the  friendly  relations  that  exist  between  her  Majesty’s 
Government  and  the  United  States,  and  not  permit  hostile  measures 
against  our  Government  and  people  to  be  instituted  or  carried  on  within 
their  jurisdiction.  You  will,  therefore,  on  your  arrival  at  Nassau,  put 
yourself  in  communication  with  our  consul,  Mr.  Whiting,  advising  him 
of  the  object  which  you  have  in  view,  and  of  your  intention  and  instruc¬ 
tion  while  prosecuting  your  duties  to  preserve  the  peaceable  and  friendly 
relations  that  now  exist.  While  it  will  be  your  duty  always  to  guard 
the  rights  and  property  of  our  country  and  people  from  hostile  aggres¬ 
sion,  you  will  scrupulously  observe  and  regard  the  rights  and  property 
of  others.  The  duty  committed  to  you  is  delicate  and  highly  responsibls, 
and  the  Department  has  confidence  you  will  discharge  it  with  ability. 

It  is  believed  the  Hag  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  have  been  abused 
for  aggressive  purposes,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  proclamation,  and 
that  ceaseless  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  rebels  and  others  in  com¬ 
plicity  with  them  to  violate  the  blockade  from  and  through  Nassau  and 
its  vicinity.  Transshipments  are  known  to  have  been  there  extensively 
made  of  arms,  munitions,  and  subsistence  for  therebels,  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  there  are  at  this  time  a  large  number  of  vessels  concentrated 
at  that  point  with  cargoes  designed  for  the  rebels. 

You  will,  on  your  passage  and  while  cruising,  exercise  vigilance  to 
detect  and  capture  any  vessel  having  on  board  contraband  of  war,  in 
no  instance  violating  neutral  rights  or  trespassing  within  the  waters 
of  a  neutral  power. 

As  the  Orcto  is  professedly  a  British  vessel  it  is  not  anticipated  that 
objection  will  be  made  to  your  vigilance  respecting  her  at  Nassau  or 
elsewhere.  Should  objection  be  made,  however,  you  will  avoid  any 
offensive  act,  and  on  ascertaining,  as  far  as  possible,  the  facts,  and 
becoming  satisfied  that  you  can  render  no  further  service,  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  your  station  at  Key  West,  reporting  your  proceeding,  either  at 
that  port  or  Nassau,  to  the  Department. 

The  notorious  Semines,  recently  of  the  Sumter,  is  reported  to  have 
arrived  at  Nassau  almost  simultaneously  with  the  Oreto,  having  with 
him  a  portion  of  the  Sumter’s  crew. 

Should  circumstances  be  such  as  to  warrant  your  remaining  at  Nassau 
any  length  of  time,  communicate  the  fact  to  Flag-Officer  Lardner. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

[  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  ] 

Commander  Franois  Winslow,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  E.  E.  Cuyler,  Boston. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora,  of  intention  to  return  as  soon  as  possible  from  England  to  the 
relief  of 'JJ.  S.  S.  Kearsarge  in  watching  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Legation,  London,  July  9, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  while  lying  at  Cadiz, 
making  repairs,  etc.,  I  on  the  25th  of  June  received  from  the  U.  S. 
minister  at  London  a  dispatch  requesting  my  immediate  presence  in 
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England.  Two  days  subsequently  I  received  your  order  of  May  21, 
forwarded  from  Algeciras  by  Commander  Pickering,  who  was  keeping 
guard  on  tlie  Sumter.  Believing  that  the  case  was  one  which 
demanded  from  me  prompt  action  in  furtherance  of  the  designs  of  Mr. 
Adams,  I  delayed  no  longer  than  was  necessary  for  important  repairs 
and  sailed  for  Southampton  2d  July,  arriving  at  that  place  7th. 

Immediately  on  arrival  I  came  to  London  and  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Adams.  In  accordance  with  his  wishes  I  am  constrained  to  remain 
within  the  reach  of  easy  communication.  I  am  finishing  my  repairs  at 
Southampton  and  will  leave  there  for  some  point  on  the  French  coast 
to  await  further  information  from  the  U.  S.  minister.  Mr.  Adams,  I 
presume,  has  informed  the  State  Department  of  the  causes  of  my 
detention,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  you  will  approve  of  my  action 
on  this  occasion.  I  will  return  to  my  ship  to-night,  and  will  write  you 
more  fully. 

So  soon  as  no  cause  exists  for  my  longer  absence  from  Algeciras,  I 
will  return  there  and  relieve  the  Kearsarge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Graven, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Gansevoort ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Adirondack ,  to  proceed  to  sea  under  sealed 
instructions. 

Navy  Department,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  order  to  you  of  the  27tli  ultimo  is  hereby  revoked.  Enclosed 
are  sealed  instructions  which  you  will  open  after  getting  to  sea  and 
proceed  in  their  execution.  Leave  New  York  with  the  Adirondack 
the  moment  she  is  ready. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  G.  Gansevoort, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Adirondack. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Department,  July  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  information  that  the  fast-sailing  steamer 
Oreto,  now  or  recently  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  has  been  fitted  for 
war  purposes,  and  the  intelligence  received  is  of  such  a  character  as 
to  leave  little  doubt  that  she  is  to  be  employed  in  hostile  demonstrations 
toward  this  Government,  its  commerce,  and  its  people. 

The  notorious  Semmes,  recently  of  the  Sumter,  is  reported  to  have 
arrived  at  Nassau  almost  simultaneously  with  the  Oreto,  having  with 
him  a  portion  of  the  Sumter’s  crew.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  send  the  Adirondack  to  Nassau  to  ascertain  the  facts 
in  regard  to  the  Oreto ,  her  purpose  and  destination. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  authorities  will  in  good  faith  observe 
and  maintain  the  friendly  relations  that  exist  between  her  Majesty’s 
Government  and  the  United  States,  and  not  permit  hostile  measures 
against  our  Government  and  people  to  be  instituted  or  carried  on  within 
their  jurisdiction.  You  will,  therefore,  on  your  arrival  at  Nassau,  put 
yourself  in  communication  with  our  consul,  Mr.  Whiting,  advising  him 
of  the  object  which  you  have  in  view  and  of  your  intention  and  instruc- 
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tions,  while  prosecuting  your  duties,  to  preserve  the  peaceable  and 
friendly  relations  that  now  exist.  While  it  will  be  your  duty  always  to 
guard  the  rights  and  property  of  our  country  and  people  from  hostile 
aggression,  you  will  scrupulously  observe  and  regard  the  rights  and 
property  of  others.  The  duty  commended  to  you  is  delicate  and  highly 
responsible,  and  the  Department  has  confidence  you  will  discharge  it 
with  ability. 

It  is  believed  the  flag  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  have  been  abused 
for  aggressive  purposes,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  her  Majesty’s  procla¬ 
mation,  and  that  ceaseless  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  rebels  and 
others  in  complicity  with  them  to  violate  the  blockade  from  and  through 
Nassau  and  its  vicinity.  Transshipments  are  known  to  have  been 
made  there  of  arms,  munitions,  and  subsistence  for  the  rebels,  and  it 
is  understood  there  are  at  this  time  a  large  number  of  vessels  concen¬ 
trated  at  that  point  with  cargoes  designed  for  the  rebels. 

As  the  Oreto  is  professedly  a  British  vessel,  it  is  not  anticipated  that 
objection  will  be  made  to  your  vigilance  respecting  her  at  Nassau  or 
elsewhere.  Should  such  objection  be  made,  however,  you  will  avoid 
any  offensive  act.  Upon  ascertaining  as  far  as  possible  the  facts  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Oreto ,  or  on  becoming  satisfied  that  you  can  render  no  further 
service  by  remaining  at  Nassau,  you  will  return  to  Hampton  Roads  and 
forward  to  the  Department  a  report  of  your  proceedings. 

Early  information  of  the  condition  of  affairs  about  Nassau  is  desired, 
and  you  will  therefore  communicate  with  the  Department  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.  Should  the  Oreto  or  any  other  armed  vessel  have  left 
Nassau  with  the  intention  of  hostile  demonstrations  against  our  Gov¬ 
ernment,  its  commerce,  or  people,  you  will  proceed  with  the  Adiron¬ 
dack  in  pursuit  of  her. 

You  will,  on  your  passage  and  while  cruising,  exercise  vigilance  to 
detect  and  capture  any  vessel  having  on  board  contraband  of  war 
designed  for  the  rebels,  in  no  instance,  however,  violating  neutral  rights, 
or  trespassing  within  the  waters  of  a  neutral  power. 

Among  the  vessels  that  have  been  reported  as  having  arms,  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  etc.,  and  as  having  sailed  from  Europe  with  the  intention 
of  violating  the  blockade  or  throwing  their  cargoes  into  the  Southern 
States  by  transshipments,  are  the  steamers  Julia  Usher,  Bahama,  Melita, 
Sylph,  Stanley,  Leopard,  Columbia,  Merrimac ,  Memphis,  Anglia ,  Scotia, 
Herald,  Sophia ,  Phoebe  Ann,  Tubal  Cain,  Southwicli,  Economist,  Minho, 
Lodona,  and  Adela. 

The  steamer  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Commander  Francis  Winslow,  will  touch 
at  Nassau  on  the  way  to  Key  West,  under  instructions  of  a  similar 
import  to  the  foregoiug. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  G.  Gansevoort,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Adirondack ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tus- 
carora,  announcing  arrival  of  his  ship  at  Southampton,  England. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Southampton,  July  12,  1862. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  on  the  9th,  from  London, 
briefly  announcing  my  presence,  with  the  ship  under  my  command,  in 
the  waters  of  England. 
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Mr.  Adams  has  informed  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
object  of  my  visit,  and  it  appears  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  any 
further  explanations.  You  will  perceive  that  an  imperative  sense  of 
duty  has  called  me  here;  this  being  one  of  those  occasions  which  called 
for  the  exercise  of  that  discretionary  authority  conveyed  to  me  by  your 
general  instructions  of  December  6.  Your  order  of  May  21  reached  me 
at  Cadiz,  where  I  was  making  repairs.  The  Kearsarge  being  in  Gibral¬ 
tar  Bay,  watching  the  Sumter ,  I  hastened  to  this  place  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  another 
steamer  on  the  European  coast.  During  the  last  three  months  I  could 
on  more  than  one  occasion  have  intercepted  steamers  in  the  rebel 
service,  which  had  sailed  from  Liverpool,  and  of  whose  departure  I  had 
timely  notice  by  telegraph;  but  the  prolonged  absence  of  the  Kearsarge 
rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  leave  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Again, 'it 
will  hardly  be  possible  for  this  ship  to  perform  with  efficiency  the 
same  sort  of  service  as  has  devolved  upon  her  for  the  past  six  months, 
of  steady  and  incessant  fires.  Our  boilers  are  beginning  to  exhibit  the 
wear  and  will  more  frequently  require  overhauling  and  repair.  I  merely 
offer  these  suggestions  to  show  you  that  a  steamer  without  relief  may 
become  so  crippled  as  to  be  inefficient. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Pacific  Squadron, 
regarding  matters  at  Panama ,  Neio  Granada. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

San  Francisco,  July  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  French  corvette  La 
Bayonnaise  has  arrived  from  San  Bias,  and  from  all  the  information 
I  can  obtain  the  French  are  not  blockading,  at  present,  any  of  the 
ports  on  the  Pacific  side  of  Mexico. 

In  a  letter  from  Commander  Lanman,  dated  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Saranac ,  Panama,  July  3,  I  am  informed  that  on  June  30  intelligence 
was  given  to  the  foreign  consuls  leading  them  to  believe  that  an  attack 
on  the  city  of  Panama  would  be  made  by  a  number  of  persons,  princi¬ 
pally  blacks,  for  the  purpose  of  plunder.  Every  preparation  was  made 
for  the  landing  of  a  sufficient  force  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  of 
American  citizens  and  the  property  of  the  railroad  company,  but  on 
the  following  day  the  consuls  were  notified  by  the  prefect  that  the 
danger  had  passed  away. 

As  it  is  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Panama  to  keep  as  many  men  of  war  as  possible  moored  in  their  harbor, 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  these  alarms  are  frequently  gotten  up  for 
the  purpose  of  detaining  them  when  it  is  understood  that  they  are 
about  to  sail.  Such  was  the  case  on  various  occasions  when  the  Lan¬ 
caster  was  supposed  to  be  about  to  leave,  and  on  this  occasion  the 
British  ship  of  war  Termagant  was  detained  a  few  days. 
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1  liave  remained  a  short  time  at  this  anchorage  to  give  the  crew  an 
opportunity  to  visit  the  shore,  the  iirst  they  have  had  since  leaving 
the  United  States,  and  to  fill  up  our  complement  of  men,  which  has 
never  been  full,  and  which  has  been  still  further  reduced  by  desertion. 
I  regret  to  say  we  have  had  but  little  success. 

I  shall  leave  here  on  the  22d  instant,  aud  shall  proceed  down  the 
coast  towards  Panama,  touching  on  the  way  at  all  the  principal  Mexican 
ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W ashington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Gansevoort ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adiron¬ 
dack,  relative  to  capture  of  schooner  Emm  a. 

U.  S.  S.  Adirondack, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  27°  19'  N.,  Long.  75°,  50'  IP.,  July  23,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  boarded,  after 
two  hours’  chase,  the  schooner  Emma,  of  Nassau.  She  was  built  in 
Salem,  Md.,  but  has  a  British  colonial  register.  After  a  careful  exam¬ 
ination  of  her  papers  and  cargo  I  have  decided  to  send  her  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  as  a  prize,  and  have  detailed  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
William  Knapp,  jr.,  to  proceed  with  her,  with  a  crew  of  six  men.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  salt,  soda  ash,  shoes,  stationery,  oil,  and  flannel;  arti¬ 
cles  of  great  need  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  Her  captain 
and  part  of  her  crew  appear,  from  the  papers  found  on  board,  to  be  the 
persons  who  ran  the  blockade  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  or  about  May 
9,  1862,  in  the  pilot  boat  AnnE.  Berry.  I  found  on  board  a  letter  dated 
Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Department,  Richmond,  April  28, 
1862,  signed  Geo.  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War,  authorizing  a  clear¬ 
ance  of  the  Ann  E.  Berry  for  the  West  Indies,  with  the  understanding 
that  she  shall  bring  back  such  stores  as  the  Ordnance  Bureau  may 
direct.  The  captain  of  the  Ann  E.  Berry  is  the  captain  of  the  prize. 
The  clearance  of  the  prize  is  from  Nassau,  New  Providence,  for  Balti¬ 
more,  but  the  facts  and  circumstances  convince  me  that  she  was  bound 
to  some  port  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

Concerning  this  ship  and  her  performance  since  she  left  New  York, 
1  have  to  report  that  the  weather  has  been  such  as  to  try  her  well. 
We  have  had  almost  continued  strong  head  winds,  and  for  one  or  two 
days  quite  heavy  southwest  gales.  The  engines  have  behaved  well,  as 
has  also  the  ship.  In  the  gale  the  most  important  parts  of  our  iron 
work  aloft  was  carried  away,  and  I  shall  have  to  refit  her  yards  at 
Nassau.  Her  speed  is  fair.  She  was  going  12  knots  to-day  without 
pressing  her  engines,  while  in  chase,  under  topsails,  foresail,  and  top¬ 
mast  studding  sail,  in  a  moderate  breeze. 

The  rough  weather  we  have  had  has  so  delayed  us  that  I  shall  have 
to  coal  in  Nassau.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Knapp,  the  prize  mas¬ 
ter,  return  as  early  as  possible  to  this  vessel,  and  respectfully  request 
that  orders  to  him  to  that  end  be  issued  by  the  Department;  also,  if 
possible,  that  the  men  who  go  with  him,  or  others  in  their  stead,  be 
returned. 
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I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  persons  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize, 
and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  St. 

Louis ,  announcing  arrival  at  island  of  Madeira. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Island  of  Madeira ,  July  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  visit  to  this  island,  last  from 
Fayal  (Azores).  I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  the 
Department,  save  that  the  appearance  of  our  flag  everywhere  seems 
to  give  much  satisfaction,  particularly  to  good  American  citizens,  and 
even  in  doubtful  cases  of  allegiance  it  brings  to  memory  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  and  the  strength  and  power  of  our  country,  altogether 
having  a  good  effect. 

The  authorities  of  the  ports  that  I  have  visited  have  been  highly 
courteous  and  attentive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Gansevoort ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 

Adirondack,  relative  to  firing  at  steamer  Herald. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  of  War  Adirondack, 

Harbor  of  Nassau,  July  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at  this  port. 
We  left  New  York  on  the  17th,  and  after  an  eight  days’  passage  arrived 
here  on  the  25th. 

On  the  23d  instant  I  captured  at  sea,  about  120  miles  north  of  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  the  schooner  Emma ,  of  Nassau,  and  being  convinced 
that  she  was  bound  to  some  Southern  port,  sent  her  as  a  prize  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  Knapp,  jr.,  with  a 
crew  of  sis  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  in  sight  of  this  place,  but  beyond 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  this  part  of  the  British  Empire,  I  discov¬ 
ered  shortly  after  daylight  a  steamer  standing  in  for  Nassau.  I  gave 
chase,  and  when  near  enough  to  her  to  enable  her  people  to  make  out 
our  character  she  changed  her  course  more  toward  shore  and  increased 
her  speed.  I  endeavored  to  bring  her  to  by  the  usual  means,  but  as 
these  only  accelerated  her  speed  I  fired  at  her.  Several  of  our  shell,  I 
have  been  since  informed,  struck  her,  and,  as  her  speed  was  greatly 
superior  to  ours,  she  escaped  into  Nassau.  As  soon  as  we  came  near 
enough  a  boat  from  her  British  Majesty’s  steamer  Greyhound  came  off 
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to  us  with  a  letter  from  Commander  H.  D.  Hickley,  her  commander, 
and  the  senior  British  naval  officer  present,  protesting  in  the  name  of 
her  Majesty’s  Government  against  my  course.  I  replied  at  once,  and 
the  letter  from  Commander  Hickley,  as  well  as  my  reply  and  the  state¬ 
ment  of  various  conversations  between  us  in  relation  thereto,  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  you  from  Hampton  Roads  when  we 
arrive  there.  The  letter  of  Captain  Hickley  informed  me  that  the  steam¬ 
er’s  name  was  the  Herald  (one  of  those  upon  the  list  contained  in  my 
instructions),  and  from  shorellearn  that  she  had  just  come  from  Charles¬ 
ton  (having  taken  there  a  cargo  of  arms,  etc.)  with  a  cargo  of  cotton. 

The  bad  weather  we  experienced  on  our  passage  to  this  place  so 
delayed  and  damaged  us  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  take  in  coal  and 
other  supplies  and  to  make  repairs.  Upon  arrival  I  made  application 
to  the  authorities  for  permission  to  do  so,  which,  after  imposing  various 
conditions  said  to  be  in  accordance  wfith  the  latest  English  proclama¬ 
tion  of  neutrality,  Governor  Bayley  granted. 

As  to  the  condition  of  affairs  here  in  reference  to  our  present  strug¬ 
gle,  I  have  to  report  that  nearly  the  whole  population  is  in  open  aud 
notorious  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  Steamers  in  large  numbers  have 
arrived  here  from  England  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war, 
which  are  transshipped  in  some  cases  into  vessels  bound  to  Southern 
ports;  in  others  the  goods  are  landed ;  in  others  they  remain  in  the  ves¬ 
sels  in  which  they  came  from  England.  All  the  warehouses  in  town, 
and  many  private  houses  even,  are  stored  with  these  goods.  In  the 
face  of  open  day,  in  the  presence  of  the  authorities  of  every  degree, 
and  necessarily  by  their  knowledge  and  consent,  guns  and  munitions 
of  war,  marked  C.  S.  A.,”  and  known  by  everybody  to  be  the  property 
of  the  rebel  authorities,  are  hauled  through  the  streets  and  put  on 
board  steamers  notoriously  bound  to  run  the  blockade.  No  conceal¬ 
ment  of  these  intentions  is  made  or  attempted.  Everybody,  public  or 
private,  is  well  acquainted  with  them.  All  the  harbor  regulations  have 
been  nullified  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebels,  while  for  any  of  our  vessels 
who  come  here  they  are  strictly  enforced.  u  Neutrality”  is  the  word  for 
us;  “I  have  no  authority,”  the  reply  to  every  application  or  remon¬ 
strance  on  the  part  of  our  consul  against  these  things. 

As  to  the  Oreto ,  she  is  at  present  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  from  the 
Greyhound.  I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  learn  the  time  when  she  was 
seized,  but  have  been  informed  that  she  had  several  times  been  seized 
by  the  naval  authorities  and  released  before  her  present  final  seizure. 
Proceedings  are  now  pending  in  the  admiralty  court  for  her  condem¬ 
nation  for  a  violation  of  the  foreign-enlistment  act.  What  the  result 
of  those  proceedings  will  be  is  a  matter  concerning  which  opinions  are 
divided. 

Semmes  and  his  officers  were,  before  her  seizure,  openly  and  notori¬ 
ously  engaged  in  fitting  her  out  as  a  Confederate  cruiser,  and  almost 
every  vessel  arriving  from  Charleston  brought  out  men  to  form  her 
crew.  When  she  was  seized  these  were  turned  loose  in  the  streets, 
where  they  remain  ready  for  an  opportunity  to  go  again  on  board.  The 
vessel  herself  looks  trim  and  man-of-war  like.  She  has  sixteen  ports 
in  which  guns  could  be  mounted;  these  ports  are  small,  though,  and 
no  heavy  guns  could  be  used  in  them.  She  is  fitted,  I  am  informed,  in 
all  respects  as  a  vessel  of  war  and  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  intended 
is  known  to  every  one,  high  and  low.  Since  her  seizure,  Semmes  and 
officers  have  gone,  I  am  informed,  to  Charleston,  and  by  the  arrival  on 
Saturday  of  a  vessel  (the  steamer  Kate)  from  there,  we  learn  that  they 
successfully  ran  the  blockade. 
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I  have  endeavored  to  condense  this  report  as  mucli  as  possible.  I 
defer  a  more  lengthy  one  until  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads,  for  reasons 
which  I  will  communicate.  I  defer  also  making  any  suggestions  to  the 
Department  for  the  same  reasons.  At  that  time  1  shall  have  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  transmitting  all  the  details  with  which  I  have  become  acquainted, 
together  with  the  correspondence  already  referred  to.  I  shall  leave 
here  on  Wednesday,  at  the  latest,  and  meanwhile  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  and  instructions  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

Navy  Department,  August  1, 1862. 

Sir:  The  Department  approves  of  your  course  in  going  to  England 
with  the  Tuscarora.  You  will  remain  there  so  long  as  Mr.  Adams 
desires,  acting  under  his  advice  in  all  matters  likely  to  give  umbrage 
to  the  English  Government. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Tuscarora,  Southampton,  England. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge. 

Navy  Department,  August  1, 1862. 
Sir  :  Remain  with  the  Kearsarge  near  Gibraltar,  watching  the  Sumter, 
until  further  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  Chas.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  Kearsarge ,  near  Gibraltar. 


Instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones,  R.  N.,  commanding 
II.  M.  S.  Hastings ,  to  Captain  Seymour ,  R.  N.,  relative  to  the  limit  of 
time  allowed  the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora  in  the  port  of  Queenstown. 

Admiral’s  Ofpice, 
Queenstown ,  August  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Lewis  [T.J  Jones  to  inform 
you  that  by  the  regulations  of  the  port  the  Tuscarora  must  leave  this 
anchorage  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  her  arrival. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  CURGENVEN, 

Secretary. 

Captain  Seymour, 

Queenstown. 
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Report  of  Commander  Gansevoort,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Adirondack ,  of  firing  on  steamer  Herald,  enclosing  correspondence  with 
British  authorities  relative  thereto  and  to  procuring  coal ;  also ,  a  list 
of  suspicious  vessels. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Adirondack, 

Hampton  Roads,  August  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrival  of  this  ship  at 
this  place,  and  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  doings  since  she 
sailed  from  New  York,  on  the  17th  ultimo: 

On  the  23d  1  captured  a  small  schooner  (the  Emma ,  of  Nassau)  about 
120  miles  north  of  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  and  sent  her  to  Philadelphia, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  Knapp,  jr.,  with  a  crew  of 
six  men.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  July,  when  about  8  or  10 
miles  from  Nassau  light-house,  shortly  after  daylight,  I  discovered  a 
steamer  standing  toward  that  place;  upon  steaming  toward  her  she 
changed  course  and  increased  her  speed,  with  evident  desire  of 
avoiding  being  boarded.  I  unavailingly  tried  the  usual  means  of 
bringing  her  to,  and  then  fired  at  her.  Though  several  of  our  shells 
exploded  near  her,  and  fragments  from  them  struck  her  sides  and 
decks,  she  refused  to  stop;  and  being  much  faster  than  the  Adirondack , 
she  escaped  into  Nassau.  I  was  careful  to  cease  chasing  and  firing  at 
her  so  soon  as  it  seemed  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  or  not  she  was 
within  British  waters,  as  I  was  not  willing  to  furnish  the  English 
Government  a  pretext  for  making  trouble  for  us. 

About  two  hours  afterwards  (we  having  meanwhile  greatly  neared 
the  port)  a  boat  came  alongside  from  II.  B.  M.  S.  Greyhound ,  bringing 
aletter  from  Commander  H.  D.  Hickley,  of  theBritish  Navy,  addressed, 
“To  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Federal  vessel,”  and  protesting  in 
the  name  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  against  my  course,  etc.  The 
letter  informed  me  of  the  name  of  the  steamer — the  Herald.  She  is  one 
of  those  enumerated  in  your  sealed  instructions,  dated  July  11,  1862, 
and  subsequently,  upon  visiting  the  shore,  I  learned  that  the  Herald 
was,  at  the  time  I  chased  and  fired  at  her,  on  her  return  from  Charles¬ 
ton  (whither  she  had  carried  a  large  cargo  of  ammunition,  arms,  etc.) 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  was  at  the  time  under  command  of  the 
notorious  rebel  Coxetter,  formerly  captain  of  the  rebel  privateer  Jeff. 
Eavis.  The  Greyhound  subsequently  came  out,  and,  steaming  round  us, 
hailed,  and  returned  to  port. 

Shortly  after  anchoring  I  replied  to  Commander  Hickley’s  protest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  these  documents. 

Upon  a  visit  which  he  made  to  me  next  day  Commander  Hickley 
made  the  most  ample  apologies  for  having  addressed  me  as  the  “officer 
in  command  of  the  Federal  vessel,”  and  was  very  anxious — pertina¬ 
ciously  so — to  withdraw  his  first  letter  and  submit  another  properly 
addressed,  but  I  declined  to  permit  it,  though  I  promised  to  inform 
my  Government  of  his  apology.  Commander  Hickley  subsequently 
addressed  me  two  letters  upon  the  subject  of  the  Herald ,  copies  of 
which  are  enclosed;  I  enclose  also  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  his  last  letter. 
They  explain  themselves. 

The  passage  from  New  York  of  eight  days  having  consumed  nearly 
all  our  coal  I  found  upon  arrival  at  Nassau  that  it  was  necessary  to 
procure  more,  and  also  to  repair  some  damages  caused  by  the  rough 
weather  I  had  experienced;  accordingly,  the  next  morning  after  my 
arrival  I  waited  (in  company  with  our  consul,  Mr.  Whiting)  upon  the 
colonial  governor,  and  requested  permission  to  take  in  my  supplies  and 
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make  my  repairs.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  heard  through  Com¬ 
mander  Hickley  of  my  desires,  and  that  lie  had  that  morning  sent  me 
a  letter  containing  the  terms  upon  which  I  might  be  permitted  to  take 
coal  and  make  repairs.  As  I  had  not  received  this  letter,  he  verbally 
communicated  the  conditions,  to  which  I  acceded.  At  his  request  I 
addressed  him  a  written  statement  of  my  needs  and  acceptance  of  the 
terms  his  letter  proposed.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  his 
letter  and  of  a  proclamation  it  contained,  together  with  my  letter  to  him. 

Concerning  the  condition  of  things  at  Nassau,  1  have  to  report  that 
nearly  all  the  feeling  of  the  place  with  regard  to  our  present  national 
troubles  is  in  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  As  we  passed  through  the 
harbor  Dixie  was  played  for  our  benefit;  when  we  walked  the  streets 
we  heard  the  term  “Yankee”  uttered  with  true  Southern  tone,  and 
occasionally  a  more  impudent  blackguard  would,  as  he  passed,  hurrah 
in  our  ears  for  Jeff.  Davis.  The  warehouses  of  the  town,  and  very 
many  private  houses,  are  stored  to  the  full  with  arms  and  munitions  of 
war,  notoriously  intended  for  the  South.  Vessels  arrive  constantly 
from  England  loaded  with  these  stores;  in  some  cases  they  are  trans¬ 
shipped  into  vessels  engaged  in  running  the  blockade;  in  others  they 
remain  in  the  vessels  that  brought  them.  The  practice  of  the  blockade 
breakers  is  to  paint  these  vessels  of  a  bluish-white  color,  which  is  about 
the  color  of  the  sky  at  early  dawn.  When  a  vessel  leaves  to  run  the 
blockade  everybody  in  or  out  of  authority  knows  it.  The  officials  all 
connive  at  the  practice.  In  the  daytime,  at  all  hours,  without  pre¬ 
tense  of  concealment,  boxes  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  cannon  and 
ammunition,  marked  in  large  capitals  “C.  S.  A.,”  are  dragged  through 
the  streets  to  be  shipped  on  board  vessels  known  by  everybody  to  be 
going  to  Charleston  and  other  Southern  ports. 

As  an  evidence  of  this  sympathy  and  connivance  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty’s  officers,  I  have  to  state  that  though  my  reply  to  Commander 
Hickley’s  first  letter  was  not  sent  to  him  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  25th,  the  substance  of  it  appeared  the  next  morning  in  a  Nassau 
newspaper,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  forward. 

As  to  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  vessels  that  have  been 
engaged  during  the  past  year  in  this  business,  I  respectfully  refer  the 
Department  to  the  letters  of  our  consul,  Mr.  Whiting,  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  nearly  all  of  which,  he  informs  me,  have  been  by  the  State 
Department  referred  to  you.  And  while  upon  this  subject  I  desire  to 
say  of  Mr.  Whiting  that  I  believe  him  to  be  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  country.  He  was  exceedingly  courteous  and  obliging  to  us,  and 
I  think  he  has  at  all  times  faithfully  performed  his  duties  there,  though 
the  position  is  an  exceedingly  trying  one.  He  showed  me  the  most 
of  his  dispatches  as  to  Confederate- British  doings  in  Nassau  during 
the  past  year,  and  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  verify  them  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  correct.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  present  a  true 
accftunt  of  affairs  there. 

I  found  in  Nassau  quite  a  number  of  English  steamers  laden  with 
arms  and  engaged  in  running  the  blockade.  A  descriptive  list  of 
them  is  enclosed. 

Concerning  the  Oreto,  I  have  to  report  that  the  purpose  for  which 
she  was  intended  is  notorious  to  everyone.  She  is  a  neat,  trim  craft, 
draws  about  13  feet  of  water,  has  three  masts,  which  rake  consider¬ 
ably,  with  lower,  topsail,  and  topgallant  yards  upon  fore  and  main; 
one  smokestack,  which  also  rakes  considerably.  She  lias  sixteen  ports 
in  which  guns  can  be  carried,  but  the  ports  are  not  large  enough  for 
heavy  guns.  She  might  carry  a  pivot  forward  and  one  aft. 
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I  found  her  in  charge  of  a  prize  crew  from  the  Greyhound ,  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  have  been  instituted  in  the  admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas 
for  her  condemnation  for  a  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of 
Great  Britain,  referred  to  in  her  Majesty’s  proclamation  of  May  13, 
1861.  The  case  was  to  have  been  heard  on  the  day  I  left.  What  the 
decision  will  be  is  a  subject  upon  which  opinions  are  divided.  Mr. 
Whiting  thinks  she  will  be  condemned.  I  requested  Commander 
Hickley’s  permission  to  go  on  board  the  Oreto,  but  was  refused,  and  I 
can  only  give  the  impressions  I  got  of  her  from  pulling  round  her  in 
my  gig.  Semmes  and  his  officers  were,  up  to  the  time  of  her  seizure, 
actively  engaged  in  fitting  her  for  warlike  purposes;  but  since  that 
date  Semmes  lias  sailed  for  England  in  a  steamer  called  the  Bahama , 
while  his  officers  (with  the  exception  of  one,  who  goes  by  the  name  of 
Sterling,  whom  I  take,  from  the  description  I  have  had  of  him,  to  be  J. 
M.  Stribling,  formerly  lieutenant  in  our  ISTavy)  have,  I  am  informed, 
gone  to  Charleston.  After  the  arrival  of  Semmes  every  steamer  that 
came  out  from  Charleston  brought  men  to  form  a  crew  for  the  Oreto , 
who  went  on  board  of  her  as  soon  as  they  arrived.  At  the  time  of  her 
seizure  they  were  turned  adrift  on  the  island. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  Department  a  full  statement  of  the 
condition  of  things  at  Nassau  as  they  appear  to  me.  My  conclusion  is 
that  the  interests  of  the  Government  require  that  two  or  more  vessels 
should  be  constantly  cruising  in  the  channels  between  the  Great  and 
Little  Bahama  Banks;  these  vessels  should  be  well  armed  and  fleet, 
and  kept  constantly  shifting  their  positions.  The  inefficiency  of  our 
blockade  of  Charleston  is  a  matter  of  universal  contempt  at  Nassau; 
hardly  one  vessel  in  a  dozen  that  leaves  to  run  the  blockade  is  captured. 

One  steamer  has,  I  was  informed, made  thirty-three  trips  toandfrom 
that  port  since  the  blockade  was  established ;  her  name  is  the  Kate ,  and 
she  is  a  side- wheel  vessel,  similar  to  the  Magnolia. 

By  the  terms  of  the  proclamation  enclosed  to  me  by  the  governor, 
which  I  enclose,  this  ship  can  not  again  go  to  Nassau  until  three  months 
after  her  departure.  While  I  should  be  glad  to  serve  the  country  in  the 
manner  I  have  suggested,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Adirondack  car¬ 
ries  too  little  coal,  and  is  not  fleet  enough  for  that  duty. 

1  stated  in  my  letter  by  the  mail  steamer  fromNassau  that  I  deferred 
sending  the  enclosed  documents  until  now  for  a  reason;  the  reason  was 
that  I  was  informed  by  the  consul  that  his  despatches  had  on  one  occa¬ 
sion  been  torn  up  and  returned  to  him ;  the  possibility  of  a  similar  fate 
made  me  cautious  to  avoid  it. 

Trusting  that  my  course  may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  De¬ 
partment, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Greyhound,  Nassau,  July  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  Having  observed  the  Federal  vessel  of  war  under  your  command 
firing  both  shot  and  shell  at  a  British  vessel  within  miles  of  the 
light  house  of  Nassau,  and  especially  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  this 
vessel,  the  Herald,  was  coming  from  sea,  and  that  your  vessel  increased 
her  distance  from  the  shore  of  Nassau  in  intercepting  the  Herald,  and 
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also  that  that  vessel  was  struck  two  or  three  times  with  shot,  I  have  to 
protest  iu  the  name  of  her  Majesty’s  Government  most  strongly  against 
this  act  on  your  part  as  commander  of  a  vessel  of  war  of  a  nation  with 
whom  Great  Britain  is  at  peace,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  I  shall  rep¬ 
resent  at  once  to  the  naval  commander  in  chief  the  course  you  have 
pursued,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty’s  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Hickley, 

Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Nassau. 

The  Officer  in  Command  of  the  Federal  Vessel. 


U.  S.  Ship  Adirondack, 
Harbor  of  Nassau,  July  25 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  this  date  addressed,  ‘‘To  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  Federal  vessel,”  has  been  handed  to  me  on  board  this 
ship  by  an  officer  from  your  vessel.  I  presume  it  is  meant  for  me, 
although  I  have  the  honor  to  command  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United 
States. 

I  take  an  early  opportunity  to  reply,  and  I  think  the  relation  of  the 
facts  of  this  morning’s  chase  of  the  Herald ,  to  which  you  refer,  will  con¬ 
vince  you  that  your  “protest  in  the  name  of  her  Majesty’s  Government” 
was  premature.  By  your  own  statement  of  the  case  the  firing  occurred 
miles  from  shore.  The  distance  was  considerably  greater,  but  con¬ 
ceding  your  estimate  to  be  correct,  I  had  the  plain  right,  under  inter¬ 
national  law,  sanctioned  and  approved  by  the  highest  legal  authority 
of  your  own  nation,  to  bring  to  a  vessel  of  any  nation  when  that  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  shore.  Vattel  says,  Book  i,  ch.  xxiii,  §  289,  p.  129: 

The  whole  space  of  the  sea  within  cannon  shot  of  the  coast  is  considered  as 
making  part  of  the  territory. 

So  Wheaton,  part  ii,  ch.  iv,  p.  248,  says: 

We  have  already  seen  that  by  the  generally  approved  nsage  of  nations,  which 
forms  the  basis  of  international  law,  the  maritime  territory  of  every  state  extends 
to  the  distance  of  a  marine  league,  or  as  far  as  a  cannon  shot  will  reach  from  the 
shore,  along  all  the  coasts  of  the  state. 

Concerning  the  right  of  a  vessel  of  a  belligerent  power  to  overhaul 
vessels  of  a  neutral  power  in  search  of  contraband  of  war,  there  can,  I 
presume,  be  no  reason  for  doubt.  England  has  always  exercised  it, 
and  the  authorities  I  have  already  referred  to  clearly  state  it.  That 
the  United  States  are  belligerent  now  and  that  England  is  neutral,  her 
Majesty’s  proclamation  avers.  The  manner  in  which  this  right  I  have 
referred  to  is  to  be  exercised  is  according  to  the  universal  custom :  first, 
to  fire  a  blank  charge  and  hoist  colors;  if  no  attention  is  paid  by  the 
chase,  a  shot  is  fired  across  her  bows;  if  she  still  refuses  to  heave  to,  then 
a  shot  or  shots  at  her.  In  the  case  of  the  Herald  this  course  was  strictly 
pursued.  She  was  discovered  from  this  ship  at  or  shortly  after  day¬ 
light.  Upon  nearing  us  she  changed  her  course  for  cue  which  would 
carry  her  farther  inshore. 

We  steamed  toward  her,  and  when  we  were  near  enough  to  her  to 
enable  her  to  discover  our  character  as  a  United  States  vessel  of  war, 
she  suddenly  and  unnecessarily  increased  her  speed.  We  fired  a  gun 
which,  though  shotted,  was  fired  away  from  her  intentionally,  and 
hoisted  the  U.  S.  flag.  She  showed  British  colors  and  increased  her 
speed;  we  then  fired  a  shot  across  her  bows;  she  paid  no  attention,  but 
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kept  on  at  full  and  if  possible  increased  speed.  I  then  tired  at  her  and 
continued  to  do  so,  at  the  same  time  chasing  her  until,  being  anxious 
lest  I  might  trespass  upon  her  Majesty’s  territorial  jurisdiction— a  tres¬ 
pass  I  did  not  desire  to  commit — I  ceased.  You  will  perceive  that  in 
all  this  I  have  acted  in  stricti  jure.  I  am,  as  I  desired  to  be,  within 
the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  law  of  nations. 

It  has  not  been  my  purpose,  and  is  not,  neither  do  I  desire  nor  have 
I  desired,  to  do  anything  to  disturb  the  friendly  relations  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  her  Majesty.  On  the 
contrary,  my  desire  is,  and  my  instructions  are,  to  do  all  in  my  power 
to  avoid  any  act  which  may  tend  to  disturb  those  friendly  relations. 

Be  pleased,  when  you  “represent  to  your  commander  in  chief  the 
course  I  have  pursued  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment,”  to  communicate  to  him  also  this  my  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commander ,  II.  8  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Adirondack. 

Commander  H.  D.  Hickley,  R.  N., 

Commanding  H.  B.  M.  Ship  Greyhound. 


[H.  M.  S.]  Greyhound, 

Nassau ,  July  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  in 
reply  to  my  own  of  to-day’s  date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  answer 
contained  therein  shall  be  forwarded  with  my  own  report  to  the  naval 
commander  m  chief  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty’s  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Hickley, 

Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  at  Nassau. 

Captain  Guert  Gansevoort, 

U.  8.  Vessel  of  War  Adirondack. 


Bahamas  Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

Nassau ,  July  26, 1862. 

Sir:  Having  heard  from  Capt.  Hickley,  commanding  H.  M.  S.  Grey¬ 
hound,  that  you  are  anchored  in  the  roadstead  off  the  harbor,  and 
intend  coming  within  the  harbor  of  Nassau,  the  governor  desires  me 
to  transmit  for  your  information  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  proclamation, 
issued  by  his  Excellency  on  the  lltli  day  of  March  last,  founded  on 
instructions  from  her  Majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state  for  the  col¬ 
onies,  under  date  of  the  21st  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

From  this  you  will  perceive  that  Capt.  Hickley  inadvertently  omitted 
to  apprise  you  that  no  armored  vessel  belonging  either  to  the  United 
States  or  to  the  States  calling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  could  anchor  either  in  this  harbor  or  roadstead  without  the 
especial  permission  of  the  governor,  except  in  stress  of  weather. 

His  Excellency  begs  me  to  assure  you  that  in  making  this  communi¬ 
cation  to  you  he  has  no  desire  to  exclude  you  from  the  hospitalities  of 
the  harbor,  and  that  he  is  quite  prepared  to  consider  this  permission 
as  already  accorded  to  you;  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  Excellency 
desires  me  to  point  out  to  you  the  obligation  which,  according  to  the 
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terms  of  the  proclamation,  you  are  understood  to  assume  by  anchoring 
either  in  the  roadstead  or  the  inner  harbor. 

You  bind  yourself  to  leave  this  port  whenever  required  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  and,  further,  not  to  leave  it  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  departure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States  which  may  have  been  anchored  here  at  the  time  of  your  arrival. 

In  making  this  communication  his  Excellency  desires  me  to  reiterate 
his  assurance  that  he  has  no  wish  to  exclude  you  from  the  hospitalities 
of  the  port,  but  is  only  anxious  that  you  should  be  aware  of  the  obliga¬ 
tions  which  you  impliedly  undertake  by  entering. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

C.  E.  Nesbitt, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Captain  Gansevoort, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


IT.  S.  Ship  Adirondack, 
Harbor  of  Nassau,  July  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu¬ 
nication  of  this  date.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  purpose 
of  my  coming  into  this  port  is  to  procure  coal  and  other  necessary  sup¬ 
plies,  and  to  repair  some  damages  done  by  the  rough  weather  I  expe¬ 
rienced  in  my  passage  from  New  York. 

Your  Excellency  having  already  verbally  accorded  permission  to  do 
so,  upon  certain  terms  contained  in  your  letter  and  the  copy  of  a 
proclamation  contained  therein  of  the  date  of  March  11,  18G2,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  accept  the  terms  and  shall  leave  the  port  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  after  the  above-named  purposes  have  been  accom¬ 
plished,  meanwhile  using  the  greatest  possible  dispatch. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Adirondack. 

His  Excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  Esq., 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  Bahama  Islands , 
Chancellor ,  Vice-Admiral  and  Ordinary ,  etc. 


[II.  M.  S.]  Greyhound, 

Nassau,  July  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  July  25,  and  its  fifth  paragraph, 
wherein  it  is  stated : 

The  manner  in  which  the  right  I  have  referred  to  is  to  he  exercised  is,  according 
to  universal  custom,  first  to  fire  a  blank  charge  and  hoist  colors;  if  no  attention  be 
paid  by  the  chase,  a  shot  is  fired  across  her  bows;  if  she  still  refuse  to  heave  to, 
then  a  shot  or  shots  at  her.  In  the  case  of  the  Herald  this  morning  this  course  was 
strictly  pursued — 

I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  having  made 
very  careful  enquiry,  I  learn  a  shotted  gun  was  fired  first,  which  in 
the  sixth  paragraph  of  your  letter  I  observe  is  admitted,  “which, 
though  shotted,  was  fired  away  from  her  and  far  astern  of  her  intention¬ 
ally.” 

In  the  sixth  paragraph  is  also  stated  that — 

She  was  discovered  by  us  at,  or  shortly  after,  daylight;  upon  nearing  ns  she 
changed  her  course  for  one  which  would  carry  her  farther  in  shore.  We  steamed 
toward  her,  and  when  we  were  near  enough  to  her  to  enable  her  to  discover  our 
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character  as  a  United  States  vessel  of  war,  she  suddenly  and  unnecessarily  increased 
her  speed;  we  fired  a  gun  which,  though  shotted,  was  fired  away  from  her,  and  far 
astern  of  her  intentionally,  and  hoisted  the  United  States  flag;  she  showed  British 
colors. 

With  regard  to  the  last  clause  in  this  paragraph,  viz,  “  she  showed 
British  colors,”  I  am  informed  that  the  colors  of  the  Herald  were 
hoisted  some  time  previous  to  any  shot  being  hred,  whereas  the  colors 
of  [the]  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack  were  not  hoisted  until  the  discharge  of 
the  first  gun,  which  was  shotted,  when,  at  or  about  the  same  time,  the 
United  States  flag  was  hoisted. 

Hoping  that,  after  a  most  careful  enquiry  into  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  case  of  the  British  steamship  Herald ,  I  have  erred 
in  no  particular  in  the  details  in  this  letter, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Hickley, 

Commander  of  H.  M.  8.  Greyhound ,  etc. 

[Commander  Gansevoort, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Adirondack.] 


U.  S.  Ship  Adirondack, 

Off  Nassau ,  July  28 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday  (Sunday),  the  27th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th 
instant,  written  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  same  date,  “protesting  in  the 
name  of  her  Majesty’s  Government”  against  my  course  in  reference  to 
the  Herald.  In  reference  to  firing  the  shotted  gun,  I  am  of  opinion  it 
was  substantially  the  same  as  a  blank  charge.  I  stated  in  my  letter 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  fairly  and  openly,  having  no  wish  to  dip¬ 
lomatize  in  regard  to  them.  The  part  of  my  letter  you  have  quoted 
states  that  the  gun  was  shotted,  but  that  it  was  intentionally  fired  far 
astern  of  the  Herald.  It  was  intended  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  blank 
charge,  and  there  can  be  no  pretense  that  it  was  not  so  understood  by 
those  on  board  the  Herald.  My  guns  were  all  shotted,  and  it  would 
have  taken  too  long  to  draw  the  shot,  else  it  certainly  would  have  been 
done 

You  say,  “  I  am  informed  that  the  colors  of  the  Herald  were  hoisted 
some  time  previous  to  any  shot  being  fired;”  if  this  were  so,  I  am  unable 
to  see  that  it  could  in  any  way  be  material.  You  are,  however,  misin¬ 
formed.  Having  thus  noticed  the  only  two  exceptions  your  reply  takes 
to  my  statement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  chase  of  the  Herald,  I 
take  this  opportunity  again  to  say  that  in  the  course  I  pursued  in  regard 
to  that  vessel,  I  acted,  in  my  opinion,  strictly  in  accordance  with  law, 
right,  and  custom,  and  I  feel  myself  the  more  justified  by  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  received  since  arriving  at  this  port,  that  the  Herald ,  at  the 
time  I  fired  at  and  chased  her,  was  on  her  return  from  the  United  States 
port  of  Charleston,  S.  0.  (a  port  now  being  blockaded  by  the  United 
States),  after  having  carried  there  a  cargo  of  arms  and  other  stores  for 
the  benefit  of  those  in  arms  against  the" United  States;  that  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  Charleston,  the  Herald  had  twice  violated  that 
blockade,  and  that  she  was,  at  the  time  she  committed  these  violations, 
and  now  is,  under  thecommand  of  one  Captain  Coxetter,  a  rebel  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  who  lately  commanded  a  so-called  Confederate  pri¬ 
vateer.  I  make  these  statements  upon  the  notoriety  in  Nassau  of  their 
truth,  and  also  upon  the  statements  of  the  public  newspapers  of  the 
city ;  also  upon  statements  and  admissions  made  to  me  and  two  of  my 
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officers  by  some  of  the  officers,  crew,  or  passengers  of  the  Herald ;  by 
having’  been,  by  persons  on  board  the  Herald ,  pointed  to  the  cotton  she 
was  discharging  into  the  English  steamer  alongside  of  which  she  lies, 
as  I  passed  through  the  port  in  my  boat;  and  1  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Herald  was  thus,  at  the  time  of  my  chase  of  her,  in 
violation  of  the  neutrality  declared  and  imposed  by  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  in  her  proclamation  of  May,  1861,  and  by  the 
terms  of  that  proclamation  debarred  from  her  Majesty’s  favor  and  pro¬ 
tection  . 

V ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gtjert  Gansevoort, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Adirondack. 

Captain  H.  D.  Hickley, 

Commanding  H.  M.  8.  Greyhound. 


U.  S.  S.  Adirondack, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Va.,  August  4,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  descriptive  list  of  steam  vessels  now  or 
lately  at  ISTassau,  New  Providence,  which  are  actively  engaged  in  the 
violation  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  those  States  now  in  insurrec¬ 
tion  against  the  Government: 

1.  The  Melita,  an  iron  propeller,  with  3  masts. 

2.  The  Stanley ,  an  iron  propeller,  with  3  masts. 

3.  The  Leopard ,  a  side-wheel  steamer,  2  masts,  with  great  rake,  and  a 
raking  smokestack,  straight  stern,  and  cutwater,  and  no  head  booms; 

a  very  fast  vessel  and  the  one  purchased  for  Confederates  by - 

Huse.  An  iron  vessel.  She  left  for  Charleston  July  29,  at  night. 

4.  The  Pacific ,  side- wheel,  2  pipes  fore  and  aft,  3  masts;  a  large,  fast 
vessel. 

5.  The  Oreto ,  propeller,  3  masts,  with  square  sails  on  fore  and  main, 
1  smokestack,  which,  with  masts,  rakes  considerably;  built  strong  and 
well,  with  cutwater  and  Sardinian  coat  of  arms  surmounting  it.  Head 
booms.  She  is  pierced  for  guns,  and  looks  to  be  very  fast. 

6.  The  Minlio ,  propeller,  3  masts;  has  once  run  the  blockade  of 
Charleston,  and  left  for  a  second  attempt  July  29,  at  night;  an  iron 
vessel. 

7.  The  Kate ,  side-wheel,  2  masts  and  upper  cabin,  very  light  draft 
and  not  fast,  with  walking  beam  engine  and  no  head  booms  or  yards. 

8.  The  Columbia ,  iron  propeller,  2  masts  and  1  smokestack;  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  fast  vessel,  now  loaded  and  painted,  ready  for  her  first 
attempt  to  run  the  blockade  to  Charleston. 

9.  The  Minna ,  iron  propeller,  schooner-rigged,  pipe  painted  re'd 
white  red,  loading  from  Herald  with  cotton,  for  England. 

10.  The  Herald,  a  low,  fast,  side  wheel  steamer,  1  smokestack, 
stump  bowsprit,  and  1  mast;  just  arrived;  from  Charleston  July  25, 1862. 

11.  The  Scotia ,  side-wheel,  very  low  in  the  water,  with  2  pipes. 
Loaded,  ready  for  Charleston.  An  iron  vessel. 

12.  The  Lodona,  iron  propeller,  arrived  July  25  from  England,  with 
arms,  etc.  One  pipe  well  aft;  bark  rigged. 

The  Nashville  left  for  Charleston  June  27,  1862;  the  Lloyds  on  July 
3,  1862;  the  Hero  on  July  19,  [1862] ;  the  Tubal  Cain  on  July  20,  [1862]. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cuert  Gansevoort, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commander  T.  A.  Craven ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8. 

Tuscan  or  a  1  giving  an  account  of  the  escape  of  the  Alabama  from 

Liverpool. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscabora, 

Queenstown ,  August  4 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  liouor  to  inform  you  that  a  new  rebel  steamer  has 
escaped  from  Liverpool,  where  she  has  been  built  and  equipped,  openly 
and  without  secrecy,  under  the  inspection  of  J.  D.  Bulloch,  late  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

My  communication  to  you  of  July  8  will  have  informed  you  of  my 
being  in  England,  by  the  advice  and  request  of  the  U.  S.  minister, 
who  hoped,  as  I  did,  that  I  might  be  able  to  prevent  the  departure  of 
the  pirate  steamer.  On  reaching  Southampton  I  made  a  plea  of  neces¬ 
sary  repairs,  remained  there  and  made  them,  awaiting  further  intelli¬ 
gence.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ultimo,  at  4 :30  o’clock,  I  received 
thorn  Mr.  Adams  a  dispatch,  “The  vessel  is  steaming  out  of  the  Mersey.” 
I  went  to  sea  without  delay  and  ran  into  the  St.  George’s  Channel, 
touched  at  Queenstown  to  make  further  inquiries  and  to  receive  from 
Mr.  Adams  intelligence;  his  dispatch  reported  “the  vessel  still  off 
Point  Lynus.”  I  went  to  the  place  indicated,  and  there  learned  from 
the  pilots  that  the  pirate  left  the  coast  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
he  sailed  from  Liverpool,  having  off  Point  Lynus  received  from  a  steam 
tug  which  had  followed  him  out  supplies  (unknown).  In  the  St. 
George’s  Channel  I  had  during  the  last  three  days  passed  a  number  of 
American  vessels,  both  inward  and  outward  bound;  I  therefore  infer 
that  the  pirate  went  to  sea  by  the  North  Channel,  as  he  has  not  been 
seen  nor  heard  of  here. 

The  Liverpool  pilot  reported  that  the  steamer  had  gone  to  Nassau 
and  steamed  about  12  knots.  I  enclose  a  description  of  her: 

Description  of  the  rebel  steamer  recently  built  in  Liverpool,  and  which  sailed  from  there 
29th  July,  supposed  to  be  commanded  by  James  I).  Bulloch. 

Screw  steamer  of  1,050  tons,  built  of  wood;  is  about  200  feet  long;  has  2  engines; 
propeller  lifts  up;  bark  rigged,  with  short  bowsprit;  smoke  pipe  is  just  forward  of 
mainmast;  steam  pipe  of  copper,  forward  of  smoke  pipe,  and  also  2  ventilators 
forward  of  smoke  pipe;  billet-liead  gilt;  lias  on  it  a  red  shield  with  a  gilt  anchor  on 
it.  Stern  round,  with  blank  stern  windows,  gilt  carving,  and  a  motto,  “Aid  toi  et 
Dieu  t’aulera.” 

Mizzenmast  well  aft,  with  a  great  rake;  carries  2  boats  on  each  side  abaft  the 
mainmast,  also  has  a  stern  boat.  Has  a  bridge  across  the  deck  forward  of  smoke 
pipe.  Decks  are  flush  and  had  tracks  laid  for  3  pivot  guns. 

So  long  as  the  “  order  in  council  ”  prohibits  our  ships  of  war  lying  in 
British  ports,  just  so  long  will  it  be  out  of  the  power  of  our  cruisers  to 
prevent  these  piratical  vessels  being  fitted  out  and  getting  to  sea.  I 
was  notified  to  leave  the  port  of  Southampton,  but  insisted  on  making 
repairs  that  I  might  be  within  easy  communication  of  the  U.  S.  minis¬ 
ter.  On  arriving  at  Queenstown  I  was  warned  again,  and  could  make 
no  plea  of  repairs,  even  if  I  had  desired  to  remain.  Not  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  coal  bnt  once  in  three  months,  I  can  not  cruise,  and  feel 
powerless. 

Mr.  Adams  wished  me  “  to  follow  the  vessel  across  the  Atlantic;” 
your  instructions  to  me  only  permit  such  chase  under  the  probability 
of  capture,  and  as  this  ship  only  carries  twelve  days’  coal  (full  steam¬ 
ing),  I  could  not  follow  with  any  possibility  of  overtaking  the  pirate, 
who  had  at  least  thirty  days’  coal  on  board.  He  could  go  across,  while 
I  would  have  to  stop  for  coal  at  Eayal. 

It  is  my  intention  to  cruise  in  this  channel  a  week  longer,  believing 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


415 


that  my  presence  will  have  a  good  effect.  I  will  go  to  the  coast  of 
France  for  coal,  and  then  to  Gibraltar  Bay,  unless  circumstances  of  an 
urgent  nature  require  my  continuing  in  this  vicinity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  minister  to  England  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  recommending  him  to  follow 
instructions  from  the  Department  without  reference  to  him. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London ,  August  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  will  forward  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Having 
in  my  hands  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  step,  1  was  willing  to 
assume  the  responsibility  of  advising  you  to  follow  the  boat  No.  290 
and  take  her  wherever  you  could  find  her.  But  I  cannot  do  the  same 
with  other  vessels  of  which  I  have  knowledge  only  from  general  report. 
I  therefore  think  it  best  that  you  should  resume  your  duties  under  the 
general  instructions  you  have  from  the  Department  without  further 
reference  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 
Captain  T.  Aug.  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  Dublin. 


Letter  from  T.  H.  Dudley ,  TI.  S.  consul  at  Liverpool ,  to  Commander 
Graven ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  giving  informa¬ 
tion  in  regard,  to  shipment  of  crew  for  C.  S.  gunboat  [  Alabama?]. 


U.  S.  Consulate, 

Toicer  Building ,  South  Water  street, 
Liverpool ,  August  11,  1862 ,  5  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir  :  They  are  shipping  50  additional  men  for  the  gunboat, 
and  are  to  take  them  out  on  a  tug  to-morrow  night.  I  think  she  is  in 
some  creek  or  bay  on  the  north  coast  of  Ireland.  If  possible,  will  find 
out  where  she  is  and  will  telegraph  you  to-morrow  morning.  I  under¬ 
stand  the  tug  is  to  leave  here  at  midnight  to-morrow  night. 

Yours,  etc., 

Thomas  H.  Dudley. 

Captain  Craven. 


Report  of  Commander  Winslow ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R. 
Cuyler,  giving  information  regarding  steamer  Oreto. 

U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 

Key  West,  August  12, 1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  with  the  instructions  of  the  Department,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  of  the  Cuyler s  recent  visit  to  Nassau  (under  the  orders 
of  July  4)  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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Learning  from  the  pilot,  on  approaching  the  anchorage  Friday 
morning,  the  8th,  that  the  Oreto  had  left  the  inner  harbor  and  was 
then  in  motion  testing  her  engines  in  the  outer  roads  previous  to 
leaving  Nassau,  I  decided  not  to  anchor  until  after  communicating 
with  our  consul,  for  whom  a  suitable  boat  with  an  officer  was  promptly 
dispatched. 

Mr.  Whiting  soon  after  arrived  on  board,  informing  me  that  the  case 
of  the  Oreto  had  recently  been  decided  by  the  admiralty  court,  and 
the  vessel  released  on  the  ground  of  the  insufficiency  and  conflicting 
character  of  the  testimony,  no  armament  or  munitions  of  war  being 
found  on  board;  also  that  Semmes  and  most  of  his  associates  had  left 
Nassau  in  the  steamer  Bahama  for  Bermuda  or  England,  apparently 
abandoning  the  plan  of  using  the  Oreto  as  a  privateer;  but  from  such 
statements  as  reached  him  confidentially,  Mr.  Whiting  was  of  opinion 
the  steamer  would  attempt  to  run  the  blockade,  probably  at  Charleston, 
with  such  arms  and  munitions  as  could  be  secretly  put  on  board. 

After  the  deliberate  and  conclusive  action  of  the  court  in  this  case, 
further  protest  (unsustained  by  positive  evidence)  would  not  probably 
be  effective  of  any  good  result. 

The  Oreto  might  proceed  to  sea  at  any  moment,  and  as  the  simultane¬ 
ous  departure  of  this  vessel  from  one  of  her  British  Majesty’s  harbors,  in 
evident  pursuit  of  a  British  steamer,  would  certainly  be  regarded  as  an 
“offensive  act”  by  the  authorities,  after  mature  consultation  with  Mr. 
Whiting,  it  was  deemed  most  expedient,  under  the  circumstances,  that 
the  Cuyler  should  not  come  to  anchor,  but  apparently  continue  on  her 
course  toward  Key  West,  proceeding  to  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of 
Abaco,  with  the  hope  of  intercepting  the  Oreto  on  her  route  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  thorough  examination  for  contraband  of  war,  when  out  of  neutral 
jurisdiction. 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  we  left  Nassau  about  5  p.  m.  During  the 
two  following  days  several  vessels  were  visited  and  examined  in  the 
vicinity  of  Abaco,  from  one  of  which  information  was  obtained  that  the 
Oreto  had  again  been  seized  by  II.  B.  M.  S.  Petrel. 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  the  Cuyler  then  proceeded  to  Key 
West,  where  I  have  this  day  reported  to  Flag-Officer  Lardner. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Winslow, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Gansevoort ,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  to  proceed  to  Nassau  and 
direct  cruisers  there  to  watch  for  steamer  290  (Alabama). 

Navy  Department,  August  13, 1862. 
Sir  :  It  has  been  frequently  reported  and  generally  believed  that  a 
propeller  designed  for  war  purposes  was  in  the  course  of  construction 
at  or  near  Liverpool  by  Laird  &  Go.  for  the  rebel  service.  The  vessel 
has  been  completed  and  equipped,  and  it  is  understood  has  sailed  from 
England. 

An  application  was  made  by  our  minister  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  alluded  to.  The  proof  pre¬ 
sented  was  pretty  conclusive  that  the  steamer  had  been  built  for  the 
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rebel  Government  and  is  designed  for  privateering  purposes  or  to  prey 
upon  our  commerce.  Measures  were  about  being  taken  to  arrest  lier 
departure  wlien  she  escaped.  Her  destination  is  probably  Nassau. 

You  will  proceed  with  the  Adirondack  to  the  vicinity  of  Nassau  aud 
communicate  to  our  cruisers  in  that  quarter  the  above  information,  and 
direct  them  to  be  on  the  alert  to  intercept  and  capture  the  rebel  steamer. 
They  must  not,  however,  violate  neutral  rights  by  chasing,  fixing  at,  or 
conducting  auy  hostile  demonstration  against  her  within  a  full  marine 
league  of  neutral  territory. 

The  Laird  gunboat,  or  No.  290 ,  as  she  is  called,  is  about  1,000  tons 
burden  and  is  represented  to  be  a  substantial  and  well-fitted  vessel. 
Bear- Admiral  Goldsborougli  can  furnish  you  with  other  information 
respecting  her. 

After  communicating  with  our  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  Nassau,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Port  Royal,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Captain  Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack ,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Gansevoort,  U.  S.  Navy 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack ,  giving  permission  to  coal  at  Port 
Royal,  and  mentioning  that  the  gunboat  290  ( Alabama )  had  sailed 
from  Liverpool. 

Navy  Department,  August  13, 1862. 
Sir:  Since  the  instructions  to  you  written  this  morning,  it  has 
occurred  to  the  Department  that  your  supply  of  coal  may  not  last  on 
the  voyage.  If  you  are  of  this  opinion,  you  can  touch  at  Port  Royal, 
on  the  way  to  Nassau,  to  replenish  your  supply,  and  thence  proceed  in 
execution  of  your  orders,  unless  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont  should  deem 
it  advisable  to  send  some  other  steamer  in  place  of  the  Adirondack. 

The  gunboat  290  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  29th  ultimo.  Please 
inform  the  Department,  if  it  comes  to  your  knowledge  whilst  at  Nassau, 
that  anthracite  coal  still  arrives  there  from  ports  in  the  United  States. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Captain  Guert  Gansevoort, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  flag-officers  commanding 
squadrons  and  officers  commanding  cruisers,  relative  to  the  right  of 
search. 

Navy  Department,  August  18, 1862. 

Sir:  Some  recent  occurrences  in  the  capture  of  vessels,  and  matters 
pertaining  to  the  blockade,  render  it  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
recapitulation  of  the  instructions  heretofore  from  time  to  time  given, 
and  also  of  the  restrictions  and  precautions  to  be  observed  by  our 
squadrons  and  cruisers. 

It  is  essential,  in  the  remarkable  contest  now  waging,  that  we  should 
exercise  great  forbearance,  with  great  firtqiiess,  aud  manifest  to  the 
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world  that  it  is  the  intention  of  our  Government,  while  asserting  and 
maintaining  our  own  rights,  to  respect  and  scrupulously  regard  the 
rights  of  others.  It  is  in  this  view  that  the  following  instructions  are 
explicitly  given : 

First.  That  you  will  exercise  constant  vigilance  to  prevent  supplies 
of  arms,  munitions,  and  contraband  of  war  from  being  conveyed  to 
the  insurgents,  but  that  under  no  circumstances  will  you  seize  any 
vessel  within  the  waters  of  a  friendly  nation. 

Secondly.  That,  while  diligently  exercising  the  right  of  visitation  on 
all  suspected  vessels,  you  are  in  no  case  authorized  to  chase  and  lire 
at  a  foreign  vessel  without  showing  your  colors  and  giving  her  the  cus¬ 
tomary  preliminary  notice  of  a  desire  to  speak  and  visit  her. 

Thirdly.  That  when  that -visit  is  made,  the  vessel  is  not  then  to  be 
seized  without  a  search  carefully  made,  so  far  as  to  render  it  reasona¬ 
ble  to  believe  that  she  is  engaged  in  carrying  contraband  of  war  for  or 
to  the  insurgents,  and  to  their  ports  directly  or  indirectly  by  trans¬ 
shipment,  or  otherwise  violating  the  blockade ;  and  that  if,  after  visi¬ 
tation  and  search,  it  shall  appear  to  your  satisfaction  that  she  is  in  good 
faith  and  without  contraband,  actually  bound  and  passing  from  one 
friendly  or  so-called  neutral  port  to  another,  and  not  bound  or  proceed¬ 
ing  to  or  from  a  port  in  the  possession  of  the  insurgents,  then  she  can 
not  be  lawfully  seized. 

Fourthly.  That,  to  avoid  difficulty  and  error  in  relation  to  papers 
which  strictly  belong  to  the  captured  vessel,  and  mails  that  are  carried, 
or  parcels  under  official  seals,  you  will,  in  the  words  of  the  law,  “pre¬ 
serve  all  the  papers  and  writings  found  on  board  and  transmit  the 
whole  of  the  originals  unmutilated  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which 
such  prize  is  ordered  to  proceed;”  but  official  seals,  or  locks,  or  fasten¬ 
ings  of  foreign  authorities,  are  in  no  case,  nor  on  any  pretext,  to  be 
broken,  or  parcels  covered  by  them  read  by  any  naval  authorities, 
but  all  bags  or  other  things  covering  such  parcels,  and  duly  seized 
and  fastened  by  foreign  authorities,  will  be,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  United  States  officer  to  whom  they  may  come,  delivered  to  the  con¬ 
sul,  commanding  naval  officer,  or  legation  of  the  foreign  government, 
to  be  opened,  upon  the  understanding  that  whatever  is  contraband  or 
important  as  evidence  concerning  the  character  of  a  captured  vessel 
will  be  remitted  to  the  prize  court,  or  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Washington,  or  such  sealed  bag  or  parcels  may  be  at  once  forwarded 
to  this  Department,  to  the  end  that  the  proper  authorities  of  the  for¬ 
eign  government  may  receive  the  same  without  delay. 

You  are  specially  informed  that  the  fact  that  a  suspicious  vessel  has 
been  indicated  to  you  as  cruising  in  any  limit  which  has  been  prescribed 
by  this  Department  does  not  in  any  way  authorize  you  to  depart  from 
the  practice  of  the  rules  of  visitation,  search,  and  capture  prescribed 
by  the  law  of  nations. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Belfast  to  Commander  Craven, 
U.  /S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Tuscarora,  requiring  immediate 
departure  from  port,  and  forbidding  the  purchase  of  stores. 


Custom-House,  Belfast,  August  19, 1862. 
Sir:  The  U.  S.  war  steamer  Tuscarora,  under  your  command,  having 
entered  the  port  of  Belfast  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  instant,  I  hereby 
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require  the  said  ship  to  depart  and  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four 
hours  from  the  time  of  her  entrance  into  the  port  aforesaid. 

I  have  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Tuscarora  can  not  be  allowed, 
while  in  this  port,  to  take  in  any  stores  or  coal  without  special  permis¬ 
sion,  she  having  already  been  coaled  in  a  British  port  within  three 
months. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Shelby, 

Collector  of  Customs. 

Commander  of  the  U.  S.  War  Steamer  Tuscarora. 


Loss  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Adirondack ,  August  23 ,  1862. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
of  the  wreck  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  and  the  piratical  cruise  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  enclos¬ 
ing  further  reports  on  both  subjects. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  August  28 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  It  is  with  most  painful  feelings  I  have  to  inform  the  Department 
of  the  total  loss  of  the  splendid  steamer  Adirondack ,  on  the  northeast 
point  of  Little  Bahama  Bank,  Man  of  War  Cay.  This  intelligence  was 
received  this  morning  by  the  Magnolia ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  H. 
Spotts,  who  had  fallen  in  with  the  Adirondack  after  she  was  wrecked. 
She  ran  on  shore  about  3:30  in  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  August,  and 
Captain  Gansevoort  in  a  few  hurried  lines  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed) 
expresses  his  fears  that  the  ship  is  a  total  loss,  though  he  hopes  to 
save  most  of  her  guns. 

In  addition  to  this  painful  news  I  have  information  that  the  Oreto , 
commanded  by  Maffitt,  is  now  on  a  piratical  cruise  and  aiming  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Columbia,  due  at  Havana  on  the  1st  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  By  the  latest  advices  she  was  at  Diaua  Cay,  off  Cardenas,  in 
Cuban  waters,  but  the  captain -general  of  Cuba  had  sent  orders  that 
she  should  leave  that  position.  I  also  understand  that  the  Laird  gun¬ 
boat,  or  290,  commanded  by  Bulloch,  has  also  arrived  at  Nassau. 

From  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Spotts,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  it  is  evident  that  Captain  Gansevoort  expresses  some  appre¬ 
hensions  that  the  rebel  gunboats  Oreto  and  290,  hearing  of  his  position, 
may  take  advantage  of  it  and  make  them  all  prisoners. 

It  is  true  that  the  Queen’s  proclamation  of  neutrality  lias  been  con¬ 
stantly  violated  in  the  colonies  of  the  Bahamas,  the  last  and  most  glar¬ 
ing  instance  being  the  sham  trial  of  the  Oreto,  which  has  been  permitted 
to  sail  from  the  port  of  Nassau  with  a  schooner  almost  in  tow  carrying 
her  armament,  and  is  now  a  pirate  on  the  ocean.  Yet  I  can  scarcely 
bring  myself  to  believe  that  such  a  gross  violation  of  it,  as  apprehended 
by  Captain  Gansevoort,  would  be  allowed  by  the  British  Government, 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  her  cruisers  would  render  every  assistance. 

In  this  crisis  I  am  myself  almost  powerless.  The  Keystone  State  is,  as  I 
have  informed  the  Department,  on  an  outside  cruise,  and  at  this  moment, 
when  I  am  most  anxious  to  send  out  for  her  and  dispatch  her  to  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Adirondack,  I  have  not  a  vessel  for  this  purpose.  It  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  the  Department  should  put  at  my  command 
a  fast  steamer  of  light  draft,  such  as  the  Ben  Be  Ford,  to  be  used  solely 
as  a  dispatch  vessel,  by  which  I  can  at  any  moment  commuuicate  with 
any  station  of  my  squadron. 
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The  Canandaigua  is  here  undergoing  some  repairs  to  her  engine,  but 
I  shall  hurry  her  off  in  the  morning,  and  the  Magnolia  also  as  soon  as 
I  can  supply  her  with  50  tons  of  coal.  . 

The  Department  is  aware  that  the  Oreto  is  not  at  this  moment  within 
the  limits  of  my  station,  and  I  am  quite  sure  Commodore  Lardner  will 
look  out  for  her,  as  the  enclosed  paper  will  show. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  8.  F.  DuPont, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.! 

U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  August  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  This  vessel  has  unfortunately  been  wrecked  on  the  northeast 
part  of  the  Little  Bahama  Bank,  Man  of  War  Cay.  My  people  are 
safe,  and  we  have  provisions  for  a  few  days.  Please  send  a  vessel  to 
our  assistance.  In  great  haste, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Iu  my  judgment  neither  of  the  cruisers  Captain  Spotts  has  been  in 
search  of  is  fit  to  cope  with  the  Oreto. 

My  complement  is  210  persons.  The  ship  is,  I  fear,  a  total  loss ;  I 
may  perhaps  save  her  guns,  except  the  Xl-incli  ones.  They  are  over¬ 
board.  We  grounded  at  about  3:30  a.  m.,  August  23. 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Captain. 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia, 

Port  Royal ,  August  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  all  instructions  received  from 
three  different  persons.  My  principal  orders,  however,  were  verbal, 
from  Commodore  Lardner,  Consul-General  [Sliufeldt?],  and  Captain 
Gansevoort,  and  much  left  to  my  discretion.  I  am  sorry  that  the  port 
regulations  are  so  strict  that  I  can  not  communicate  with  you  per¬ 
sonally,  and  only  have  a  few  minutes  to  write  you  the  most  important 
[news,  to  send]  by  the  health  officer. 

The  consul-general  at  Havana  received  whilst  I  was  in  his  office  a 
communication  from  the  captain- general  of  Cuba,  stating  that  the 
Oreto,  or  Florida,  commanded  by  Maffitt,  had  been  ordered  to  leave 
Diana  Cay;  where  he  will  go  is  not  known.  The  consul  thinks  he  will 
not  go  far,  and  is  informed  that  it  is  her  intention  to  intercept  the 
mail  steamer  Columbia ,  which  is  due  at  Havana  on  the  1st. 

1  didn’t  find  but  one  steamer  of  the  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron  to  send 
after  the  Oreto.  After  falling  in  with  the  Adirondack  at  Man  of  War 
Cay,  eastern  point  of  Little  Bahama,  found  that  she  had  run  on  shore 
at  4  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning  last,  was  badly  bilged,  and  would  be 
a  perfect  wreck,  except  the  guns  and  a  few  other  articles.  The  water 
was  up  to  his  berth  deck,  nearly  all  the  officers  and  crew  on  a  cay  about 
0  miles  from  the  vessel,  but  there  is  a  cay  within  a  mile  of  the  ship. 
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He  lias  buoyed  and  thrown  overboard  bis  two  heavy  guns.  Would 
save  all  for  the  Government  he  could. 

Captain  Gansevoort  wished  me  to  inform  you  that  he  saw  the  Oreto 
at  Nassau,  and  that  the  vessels  which  I  was  ordered  to  send  in  pursuit 
of  her  were  not  a  match  for  her,  and  would  request  that  I  would  inform 
you  of  the  fact;  also  that  the  information  I  gave  him  that  the  0.  S.  290, 
Commander  Bulloch,  had  arrived  at  Nassau,  and  that  it  was  possible, 
knowing  his  helpless  condition,  that  some  fears  were  entertained 
in  regard  to  him.  After  consulting  with  Captain  Gansevoort  and  receiv¬ 
ing  his  order,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dis¬ 
patch  and  communicate  with  you,  for  doing  which  I  have  expended  a 
large  amount  of  coal,  forcing  her  to  extreme  speed.  I  have  only  two 
days’  coal  on  board.  My  orders  were  to  proceed  to  Key  West,  after 
searching  for  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Guy  lev,  and  Penguin,  with  all  possible 
dispatch.  I  will  require  about  50  tons  of  coal.  I  doubt  if  I  can  take 
it  in  at  my  present  anchorage,  as  this  steamer  rolls  her  guards  under 
at  present.  Will  you  make  any  arrangement  by  which  I  can  get  my 
coal  and  proceed  to  sea  without  delay,  or  inform  me  of  the  fact  at  your 
earliest  convenience?  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  the  hurried  manner 
in  which  I  have  written  this  communication,  but  have  endeavored  to 
explain  matters  as  well  as  possible  within  such  limited  time. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient>servant, 

J.  H.  Spotts, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 


[  Subenclos  ures .  ] 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  August  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  the  consul-general  at  Havana  (several  copies 
of  his  letters  are  enclosed  with  this)  that  the  steamer  Oreto ,  commanded 
by  Maffitt,  has  sailed  from  Nassau  on  a  piratical  cruise,  and  is  now  prob¬ 
ably  at  Cardenas.  You  will  therefore  do  your  utmost  to  hasten  the 
repairs  of  your  engine  and  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Havana  and 
communicate  with  Mr.  Shufeldt.  You  will  then  communicate  with  our 
ships  near  the  Providence  Channel  or  go  at  once  to  Cardenas,  as  you 
may  judge  most  expedient.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  zeal  and  judg¬ 
ment. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Eastern  Gulf  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jas.  H.  Spotts, 

U.  S.  S.  Magnolia. 

U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  August  24,  1862. 

Sir:  From  information  received  from  Cardenas,  the  rebel  steamer 
Oreto,  or  Florida,  is  still  lying  at  Gay  Diana,  about  12  miles  from  the 
town  of  Cardenas,  in  Cuban  waters.  Please  to  go  to  sea  immediately 
and  notify  our  cruisers  that  they  proceed  to  Cardenas  to  look  after 
that  ship,  and  prevent  her  by  all  means  from  getting  to  sea.  She 
is  commanded  by  ex-Lieutenant  Maffitt,  is  said  to  be  very  fast,  armed 
with  6  rifled  guns,  but  very  short  of  crew.  1  beg  to  remind  you  that 
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the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Columbia  will  be  due  here  on  the  1st  or  2d  prox¬ 
imo.  It  is  possible  the  object  of  the  Florida  is  to  capture  the  Columbia. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  Shufeldt, 

Consul-General. 

Lieutenant  Commanding-  Spotts, 

U.  8.  8.  Magnolia ,  present. 


IT.  S.  S.  Adirondack. 

Sir:  After  cruising  in  search  of  the  cruisers  you  were  sent  to  find  by 
Flag-Officer  Lardner,  such  reasonable  time  as  in  your  judgment  is  proper 
for  you  to  do  so,  proceed  with  the  Magnolia  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C.,  and 
report  to  Admiral  Du  Pont  the  condition  of  this  ship,  delivering  to  him 
the  accompanying  dispatch,  with  the  request  that  he  will  send  such 
vessel  to  her  assistance  as  he  may  think  fit. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Captain. 

Commander  Jas.  H.  Spotts,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  S.  Magnolia. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Adirondack  from  the  officers  of  that  vessel. 


Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  8.  C.,  September  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  communication  of  the  5th  instant  I  informed  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  return  to  this  port  of  the  Canandaigua  with  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Adirondack. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Department  Captain  Ganse- 
voort’s  detailed  report  of  the  loss  of  his  ship,  with  a  copy  of  that  of  the 
officer  who  had  charge  of  the  chronometers  and  kept  the  reckoning ;  also 
a  copy  of  my  letter  in  acknowledging  Captain  Gansevoort’s  report  to 
me,  and  an  application  from  Captain  Gansevoort  for  a  court  of  inquiry. 

These  papers  contain  all  the  material  facts  in  the  case  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Department. 

Kespectfully,  etc., 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

Report  of  Captain  Gansevoort,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  of  the  wreck 

of  that  vessel. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 
Harbor  of  Port  Royal ,  8.  C.,  September  5,  1862. 
Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the  U.  S.  steam 
sloop  of  war  Adirondack ,  lately  under  my  command.  After  leaving 
Fort  Eoyal  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  August,  1802,  to  carry  out  a 
previous  order  from  the  Navy  Department,  I  proceeded  in  the  Adiron¬ 
dack  on  the  duty  thereby  assigned  to  me.  Everything  went  well  until 
Saturday,  August  23,  when,  at  about  5  minutes  before  4  a.  in.,  the  ship 
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struck  upon  the  reef  just  outside  of  the  Man  of  War  Cay,  of  the  Little 
Bahama  Bank  group.  The  very  first  thump  she  gave,  the  engiue 
became  disabled  and  could  not  be  used.  I  at  once  resorted  to  the 
usual  means  to  save  her.  Our  stream  anchor  was  carried  out  astern,  but 
came  home.  The  ship  was  lightened  to  the  greatest  extent  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  Soon  after  she  struck,  a  large  force  of  wreck¬ 
ers  came  out  to  our  assistance.  I  had  no  boat  that  would  carry  out  a 
bower  anchor,  and  endeavored  at  first  to  hire,  and  did  hire,  a  wrecking 
schooner  for  that  purpose,  but  the  owners  refused  to  keep  their  agree¬ 
ment. 

After  several  contracts  had  been  made  and  broken,  upon  various  pre¬ 
tenses,  I  finally,  at  about  2  p.  m.,  succeeded  in  getting  the  anchor  out 
by  the  use  of  a  schooner  I  had  to  buy  at  an  exorbitant  price,  but  during 
the  time  that  had  been  lost  the  ship  had  so  strained  herself  as  to  be 
leaking  badly.  Every  effort  had  been  meanwhile  made  to  lighten  her. 
Early  in  the  day  she  had  been  relieved  of  the  Xl-inch  guns,  and  large 
gangs  of  men  had  been  engaged  in  throwing  overboard  coal,  and  taking 
provisions  and  other  articles  to  the  wrecking  fleet  inside  the  reef  and 
heaving  at  the  capstan.  All  efforts,  however,  to  save  her  proved  un¬ 
availing,  and  at  about  6  p.  m.  both  cables  parted,  the  ship  bilged,  with 
her  back  broken  and  keel  forced  up  under  engine-room  floor  nearly  to 
a  right  angle.  At  dark,  further  effort  being  useless,  I  sent  my  officers 
and  crew,  except  a  few  who  remained  with  me  on  board  the  ship,  to  the 
wrecking  fleet  for  safety.  I  remained  on  board  until  Tuesday,  the  26th, 
with  part  of  my  officers  and  crew,  doing  what  I  could  to  save  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  property,  and  then  left  her  under  charge  of  a  wreck  master, 
whom  I  appointed  under  the  wrecking  laws  of  the  Bahamas. 

Immediately  after  the  ship  struck  I  dispatched  a  boat,  under  charge 
of  Midshipman  Haswell,  to  Nassau  to  communicate  with  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul  there,  state  our  condition,  and  procure  assistance.  Shortly  after  a 
second  message  was  sent  by  a  schooner,  which  passed  on  her  way  to 
Nassau  from  New  York. 

Head  winds  entirely  prevented  the  boat  from  going  farther  than  the 
Hole  in  the  Wall,  and  so  delayed  the  schooner  that  the  consul  did  not 
receive  my  letter  until  Tuesday  morning,  August  26,  too  late  to  enable 
him  to  help  us.  He  immediateiy  chartered  the  large  side-wheel  steamer 
Pacific ,  but  her  owners  afterwards  broke  their  agreement.  The  consul 
himself  came  up  to  see  me,  but  before  his  arrival  the  ship  was  beyond 
the  hope  of  safety,  and  nothing  remained  to  be  done  except  to  make 
arrangements  concerning  the  Government  property  which  had  been 
saved  and  sent  to  Nassau. 

Nearly  all  of  it  has  subsequently  gone  there,  consigned  to  Messrs.  T. 
Darling  &  Co.,  an  American  house,  to  be  held  and  disposed  of  as  the 
Department  may  direct. 

On  Monday,  August  25,  the  U.  S.  S.  Magnolia  came  in  sight,  and 
after  communicating  with  Commander  Spotts  I  decided  to  send  her  off, 
first  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  Flag-Officer  Lardner,  and  then  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you  our  condition.  The  Magnolia  brought  the  news  of  tlie 
escape  of  the  Oreto  from  Nassau.  I  judged  it  expedient  to  spike  and 
otherwise  mutilate  the  guns  remaining  on  board  and  threw  them  over¬ 
board  and  destroyed  their  carriages,  saving  only  such  parts  of  them  as 
are  particularly  the  ordnance  stores,  such  as  composition  locks  and 
eccentric  rollers,  sights,  etc.  I  saved  the  24-pounder  howitzers  and 
the  boat  gun,  a  light  12-pounder,  with  their  carriages.  As  all  the 
property  was  saved  through  the  wreckers’  efforts,  combined  with  our 
own,  they  have  their  claim  for  salvage.  I  came  to  an  agreement  with 
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them  in  reference  to  salvage  upon  provisions,  ordnance  stores,  undam¬ 
aged  powder,  and  tanks  and  instruments,  and  drew  upon  Messrs.  T. 
Darling  &  Co.  for  the  amount.  It  became  necessary  to  hire  vessels  to 
keep  these  articles  on  board,  and  so  I  have  hired  two  and  have  settled 
the  bills  for  their  use  in  the  usual  way. 

I  stated  above  that  I  had  to  purchase  a  vessel  to  carry  out  the 
anchor.  The  price  demanded  was  $2,500.  I  subsequently  arranged 
with  her  owners  to  cancel  the  agreement  of  purchase  and  take  $625  for 
her  use,  which  they  did. 

On  the  1st  of  September  the  Canandaigua  made  her  appearance,  and 
Captain  Green  communicated  with  me,  and  on  the  next  day  I  and  my 
officers  and  crew  came  on  board.  It  was  my  purpose  to  have  brought 
all  the  provisions,  ordnance  stores,  and  instruments  and  boats  away  in 
this  vessel.  Upon  consulting  with  Captain  Green,  however,  I  judged 
it  expedient  to  send  all  but  arms,  ammunition  and  tanks,  howitzers, 
and  instruments  to  Nassau. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  commend  the  coolness,  obedience,  and 
attention  to  duties  of  all  my  officers  and  crew.  I  could  not  have 
expected  or  desired  better  conduct  than  all  have  displayed  under  all 
the  trying  circumstances  that  the  ship’s  loss  has  occasioned,  either 
while  they  remained  on  board  or  since  they  went  on  shore. 

I  attribute  the  loss  of  the  ship  to  a  mistake  of  the  calculations  of  the 
first  lieutenant,  who  navigated  the  ship,  and  to  a  westerly  current, 
and  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report  to  me  on  the  subject,  a  copy 
of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Mr.  Parker  is  an  excellent  officer  and  an  able  navigator,  and  never 
to  my  knowledge  nffide  any  mistake  in  his  calculations  for  determining 
the  position  of  the  ship,  previous  to  the  23d.  I  herewith  enclose  my 
application  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  court  of 
enquiry  on  the  loss  of  the  Adirondack,  which  I  beg  you  will  do  me  the 
kindness  to  forward  by  the  first  mail,  and  further  to  request  that  you 
may  send  me  and  such  officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  full  investiga¬ 
tion  north,  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  need  not  say  to  you,  sir,  who  has  known  me  so  long  and  so  well, 
how  deeply  I  feel  the  loss  of  the  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Guert  Garsevoort, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont,  Captain. 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer,  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack 

of  the  wreck  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 

At  Sea,  September  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  concerning 
the  navigation  of  the  Adirondack  for  the  twenty-four  hours  previous  to 
lier  wreck.  She  went  on  shore  near  Man  of  War  Cay,  in  about  latitude 
26°  38'  N.,  longitude  76°  5F  W.,  on  Saturday,  August  23, 1862,  at  about 
3:55  a.m.  I  take  this  position  from  the  chart.  The  observations  on 
the  day  preceding  (Friday,  22)  were  good.  I  had  a  morning  sight  at 
about  7 :30  a.  m.  for  longitude  and  a  good  meridian  altitude.  The  longi¬ 
tude  by  chronometer  worked  up  to  meridian  was  77°  47'  W. •  the  latitude 
27°  47;  N.  Midshipman  Haswell  took  observations  at  both  morning 
and  noon,  and  his  results  were,  with  slight  difference,  the  same  as 
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my  own.  At  about  4:40  p.  m.  I  took  an  observation  for  longitude, 
wbicb,  when  worked  back  to  meridian,  gave  longitude  77°  59'  45",  or 
nearly  thirteen  minutes  different  from  that  given  by  my  morning  sight. 
Midshipman  Haswell  had  taken  an  afternoon  sight  also  at  4: 40  p.  m. 
Not  being  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  sight,  I  worked  out  his,  and 
the  longitude  I  found  by  his  sight,  when  worked  back  to  noon,  gave  77° 
49'  W.,  a  result  differing  only  two  minutes  from  the  morning’s  observa¬ 
tions.  I  at  once  concluded  that  some  error  had  been  made  in  my 
observation,  either  in  marking  time  or  in  reading  sextant,  and  therefore 
accepted  the  result  deduced  from  Mr.  Hasweli’s  observation,  rejecting 
my  own.  When  I  came  to  you  at  8  p.  m.  with  the  dead  reckoning,  I 
gave  you  latitude  27°  13'  NT.,  longitude  77°  09'  W.  W e  together  shaped 
the  courses  to  be  steered  during  the  night  as  follows:  The  course  at 
8:30  p.  m.  was  changed  from  S.  E.  by  E.  J  E.  to  S.  E.  by  E.  Forty 
miles  were  to  be  run  upon  the  course  S.  E.  by  E.,  counting  from  8  o’clock. 
Then  the  course  was  to  be  changed  to  S.  by  E.  and  the  ship  run  until 
broad  daylight,  when  this  last-mentioned  course  was  to  be  changed  for 
one  that  would  carry  us  down  to  the  Hole  in  the  Wall. 

Since  the  loss  of  the  ship  I  have  discovered  that  in  working  out  Mr. 
1 1  as  well's  sight  I  made  an  error,  and  that  if  I  had  correctly  worked  that 
sight  it  would  have  given  me  the  same  result  within  thirty  seconds 
as  my  own  did.  I  have  carefully  laid  down  upon  the  accompanying 
chart  the  courses  and  distances  you  directed  to  be  made,  both  from  the 
incorrect  position  I  gave  you  at  8  p.  m.  and  that  which  was  correct.  I 
have  marked  the  incorrect  one  A,  8  p.  m.,  the  correct  one  B,  8  p.  in.  A 
glance  at  the  chart  will  show  that  if  the  courses  directed  were  steered, 
they  would  in  either  case  have  carried  us  well  clear  of  the  land.  I 
believe  they  were  steered.  I  gave  the  officer  of  the  deck  at  8:30  p.  m. 
a  slip  of  paper  with  the  courses  and  distances  upon  it,  to  be  passed 
along  through  the  night  to  those  who  followed  him.  The  log  slate, 
however,  shows  that  at  midnight  the  course  was  changed  to  S.  E.  by 
S.  Even  if  this  were  so,  the  ship  ought  to  have  taken  the  direction  of 
the  dotted  lines. 

I  attribute  our  disaster,  therefore,  to  a  strong  northward  and  west¬ 
ward  current  of  rather  more  than  1  knot  per  hour,  a  current  not  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  charts  nor  by  our  previous  experience  in  the  neighborhood. 
I  would  add  that  since  we  came  on  board  the  Canandaigua  I  have  com¬ 
pared  our  chronometer  with  hers,  and  find  ours  to  differ  twenty-six 
seconds  (or  O'  30"  of  longitude),  our  chronometer  being  slow.  This 
difference  placed  us  apparently  farther  to  the  eastward  than  we  really 
were.  Whether  the  r  ate  and  error  of  our  chronometer  are  the  result 
of  rough  treatment  since  the  wreck  or  not,  it  would  be  hard  to  tell. 
All  care  possible  has  been  taken  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Acting  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  Guert  Gansevoort,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua,  of  the  reception  on 
hoard  that  vessel  of  the  officers,  crew,  and  public  property  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack. 

U.  S.  S.  Canandaigua, 

Port  Royal,  September  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  day  of  its  receipt,  and 
proceeded  to  Man  of  War  Cay,  east  point  of  Abaco,  off  which  cay  I 
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arrived  on  the  1st  instant,  at  9  a.  m.,  and  discovered  the  wreck  of  the 
Adirondack  on  fire  on  a  reef  near  that  cay,  surrounded  by  wreckers. 
I  immediately  dispatched  an  officer,  with  a  copy  of  your  orders  to  me, 
to  Captain  Gansevoort,  who  on  his  return  informed  me  that  Captain 
Gansevoort  would  be  ready  to  embark  his  officers,  crew,  and  such  pub¬ 
lic  property  saved  from  the  Adirondack  on  board  the  Canandaigua  as  I 
could  receive;  also,  that  complete  arrangements  had  been  made  with 
a  wrecking  master,  whom  he  had  appointed  agreeably  to  law,  and  our 
consul  at  Nassau,  to  take  charge  of  all  public  property  already  or  that 
might  hereafter  be  saved  from  the  wreck. 

Accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant,  Captain  Gansevoort, 
with  his  officers,  crew,  and  as  many  articles  saved  from  the  Adirondack 
as  I  could  stow  without  seriously  impairing  the  efficiency  of  my  vessel, 
were  received  on  board,  consisting  of  small  arms  and  accouterments, 
ammunition,  powder,  tanks,  howitzers,  nautical  instruments,  books, 
etc.,  when  at  6  p.  m.  I  steamed  for  this  port  and  arrived  on  the  5th 
instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  I'.  Green, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Gansevoort,  U.  S.  Navy, 
late  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  loss  of  that  vessel 
was  due  to  no  lack  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  latter  officer. 

Flagship  Wabash, 

Port  Royal  Harbor ,  S.  <7.,  September  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  report,  giving  in  detail  the  circumstances 
attending  the  loss  of  the  Adirondack  on  Man  of  War  Cay  of  the  Little 
Bahama  Bank.  It  is  marked  by  great  clearness  and  frankness  of 
statement.  1  have  also  gone  over  the  charts  with  Acting  Lieutenant 
James  Parker,  the  officer  who  was  charged  with  the  navigation  of  the 
ship,  and  have  been  equally  struck  with  his  scrupulous  candor  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  observations,  courses  steered,  and  general  statements. 

Without  desiring  to  anticipate  any  judgment  which  a  court  of  inquiry, 
that  you  have  so  promptly  asked  for,  might  give  on  a  more  thorough 
examination,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  you  and  but  an  act  of  simple  justice, 
as  your  immediate  commanding  officer,  to  state  that  I  can  discover  no 
want  of  vigilance  on  your  part;  on  the  contrary,  having  shown  all  rea¬ 
sonable  caution  by  twice  adopting  a  course  calculated  to  carry  you 
further  off  the  land  than  the  one  proposed.  After  the  sad  catastrophe 
occurred,  you  did  all  that  I  fully  looked  for  from  the  energy  and  man¬ 
liness  of  your  character  and  skill  as  a  seaman.  Your  report  to  me, 
that  of  Lieutenant  Parker  to  you,  your  application  to  the  Department 
for  a  court  of  inquiry  on  the  loss  of  the  Adirondack ,  will  all  go  forward 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts , 
Commander  Cooper,  who  will  receive  yon  and  such  of  your  crew  and 
officers  as  I  do  not  retain  on  the  station  for  a  passage  to  New  York. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  G.  Gansevoort,  U.  S.  Navy. 


S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  the  wreck  of  the  TJ.  S.  S,  Adirondack. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

September  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  26th  August,  I 
received  a  note  from  Captain  Gansevoort  (a  copy,  No.  1,  of  which  I 
enclose)  informing  me  of  the  stranding  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack  at 
Elbow  Cay,  off  the  island  of  Abaco,  one  of  the  most  dangerous  reefs 
of  the  Bahamas. 

I  at  once  applied  to  Captain  Embleton,  of  the  British  steamer  Pacific , 
a  powerful  side- wheel  ship  lying  in  this  port,  and  engaged  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  me  to  the  scene  of  disaster  without  delay,  which  he  agreed  to 
do  on  a  charter  of  £200  ($960)  per  diem.  Although  I  considered  the 
terms  very  exorbitant,  I  acceded  to  them,  as  there  was  no  other  avail¬ 
able  help  in  this  port.  Shortly  after  Captain  Embleton  and  his  purser, 
Mr.  Douglas,  called  at  this  consulate  and  said  that  Hy.  Adderly  &  Co., 
and  Mr.  Lafitte,  agents  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  had 
some  claims  on  the  cargo  remaining  on  board  of  the  Pacific ,  and  that 
they  had  entered  a  stringent  protest  against  their  proceeding  with 
the  ship  “to  the  assistance  of  any  United  States  vessel.”  I  at  once 
chartered  one  of  the  largest  and  fleetest  schooners  in  port,  the  Star  of 
the  Past ,  Captain  Evans,  with  15  men,  for  $100,  and  proceeded  to  the 
wreck,  which  I  reached  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  August  27. 

I  found  the  late  noble  ship  a  complete  wreck,  the  stores  and  materials 
having  been  removed  into  the  harbor,  where  I  soon  joined  Captain 
Gansevoort  and  his  officers.  The  crew  had  been  comfortably  bestowed 
on  shore  under  spacious  tents,  and  were  under  the  best  discipline,  and 
in  good  health.  Several  cargoes  of  materials  saved  from  the  wreck 
— rigging,  blocks,  brass  and  copper  fixtures,  mostly  belonging  to 
the  engine — were  sent  forward  to  Nassau  on  the  28th  August,  which 
I  consigned  to  T.  Darling  &  Co.,  an  American  house;  and  as 
Mr.  Darling  was  known  to  me  as  a  citizen  of  high  influence  here, 
and,  more  than  all,  as  a  truly  loyal  man  to  the  U.  S.  Government,  I 
felt  satisfied  that  its  best  interests  would  be  subserved  by  this 
arrangement. 

I  remained  at  the  wreck  until  Sunday,  the  31st  August,  when  I 
returned  to  Nassau,  and  on  the  1st  September  1  proceeded  to  view  the 
materials  landed  here  from  the  wrecking  schooners.  They  had  been 
stored  in  the  bonded  warehouse,  and  I  found  a  great  quantity  of  heavy 
brass  and  copper  fixtures,  belonging  to  the  engineer  department,  which 
are  almost  all  uninjured  and  of  great  value,  and  which  only  could  be 
sold  at  auction  here  for  old  metal  at  a  great  sacrifice.  These  articles, 
together  with  a  lot  of  new'sails,  uubroaclied  [sic]  cordage,  and  two  fine 
manila  hawsers,  I  have  determined  to  hold  until  I  receive  advices  from 
the  Department. 

The  purser’s  stores  of  flannel  and  jackets,  new  canvas,  etc.,  being  all 
wet  and  daily  depreciating  in  value,  1  have  directed  Mr.  Darling  to  sell 
at  once,  together  with  the  short  pieces  of  outrigging,  which  is  of  value 
only  as  junk. 

I  can  not  close  this  dispatch  without  bearing  cheerful  testimony  to 
the  admirable  conduct  of  Captain  Gansevoort,  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Parker,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  the  officers  and  crew  in  this  trying  emer¬ 
gency.  The  most  consummate  seamanship  and  the  most  perfect  naviga¬ 
tion  are  often  at  fault  among  the  treacherous  currents  of  the  Bahama 
reefs,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  the  efficient  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
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noble  ship,  so  disastrously  wrecked  at  this  important  juncture,  will 
soon  be  actively  aud  usefully  employed  in  their  country’s  service. 

Nor  should  I  neglect  to  apprise  you  of  the  noble  conduct  of  Captain 
Charles  J.  F.  Ewart,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Melpomene ,  who,  on  learning  from 
me  of  the  disaster,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  wreck  to  render  what 
assistance  might  be  required.  Governor  Bayley  also  proffered  his 
services  in  any  manner  in  which  they  might  avail,  and  I  am  glad  to 
herald  these  kindnesses  as  an  offset  to  the  jubilant  expressions  of  the 
populace  here  at  this  disaster  to  a  national  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Whiting, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  etc. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Adirondack, 

On  Bahama  Reef,  August  23,  1S62. 


Sir:  Send  up  to  us  a  steamer  immediately.  We  are  ashore.  Don’t 
delay.  Charter  her  at  once.  The  sea  is  smooth  and  we  hope  to  escape. 
Yours,  truly, 

Guert  Gansevoort, 

Captain  Whiting,  Captain. 

TJ.  S.  Consul  at  Wassau. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  express¬ 
ing  thanks  for  prompt  aid  rendered  by  British  officials  in  the  matter  of  the  wreck  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  Adirondack. 


Navy  Department,  September  29,  1862. 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  3d  instant  in  reference  to  the 
loss  of  the  IT.  S.  steam  sloop  Adirondack.  Permit  me  to  tender  to  you 
the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  your  prompt  action  and  assistance 
on  the  occasion  of  the  disaster. 

I  shall  request  the  Secretary  of  State  to  express  through  the  British 
minister  at  Washington  the  acknowledgments  of  this  Department  to 
Captain  [C.]  J.  F.  Ewart,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Melpomene,  for  proceeding  to 
the  wreck  to  render  aid,  and  to  Governor  Bayley  for  his  proffered 
services.  You  will  please  ship  the  articles  now  in  store  at  Nassau, 
which  were  saved  from  the  wreck,  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard  at  New  York,  Bear-Admiral  H.  Paulding,  by  the  earliest  favorable 
opportunity. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Wavy.\ 

Samuel  Whiting, 

TJ.  S.  Consul,  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora,  of  search  for  the  Confederate  steamer  290  [Alabama),  enclosing  cor¬ 
respondence  with  British  authorities  in  Plymouth  Sound,  regarding 
repairs. 

XT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 
Plymouth  Sound,  August  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my  communication  of  August  4 
will  have  informed  you  of  the  ill  success  of  my  search  for  the  rebel 
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steamer  290.  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  my  letter,  I  received  informa¬ 
tion  tliat  the  pirate  was  still  supposed  to  be  in  the  North  Channel.  I 
at  once  went  to  the  Isle  of  Man  (a  probable  point  indicated  to  me),  but 
could  have  no  tidings  of  her.  Being  short  of  coal,  and  on  that  account 
crippled  and  anxious,  I  was  delayed  several  days,  but  at  length  having 
procured  a  supply,  I  proceeded  into  the  mouth  of  the  Clyde,  and  from 
there  examined  the  coast  as  far  as  the  Solway,  without  any  intelligence 
of  the  pirate  steamer.  Returning  I  touch  at  Kingstown  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  legation  and  to  appoint  Falmouth  as  the  place  for  the 
delivery  of  my  mails.  I  arrived  at  Falmouth  on  the  afternoon  of  23d 
instant,  en  route  for  Gibraltar  Bay,  but  there  received  your  letter  of 
August  1,  which  changed  my  plans.  I  at  once  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams,  and  as  the  ship  requires  calking  immediately,  I  came 
to-day  to  this  place  to  have  that  work  done,  but  here  am  met  by  a 
notice  from  Admiral  Stewart,  that  u  I  must  formally  ask  permission  to 
calk  ship.”  This  humiliation  I  peremptorily  refused,  saying,  U1  would 
ask  no  favors  of  the  British  admiralty.”  The  admiral  then  said  he 
would  telegraph  for  authority  for  me  to  make  my  repairs  4 ‘in  the 
sound.”  The  reply  is  a  refusal,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

I  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Adams  a  reply  to  my  letter  of  23d; 
if  he  writes  me  to  remain  about  here  I  must  hrst  go  to  some  port  where 
the  ship  can  be  properly  calked.  The  coal  business  I  can  regulate. 

My  situation  on  this  coast,  sir,  is  the  most  trying  to  which  I  have 
ever  been  subjected.  To  tell  you  of  the  petty  annoyances  to  which  I 
have  been  exposed  would  occupy  too  much  of  your  time  and  attention. 
The  evident  desire  has  been  to  drive  me  from  the  coast.  I  have  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  endeavored  to  “  keep  the  peace,”  but  these  people 
do  not  appreciate  nor  comprehend  that  courtesy  which  exists  among 
gentlemen. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  letter  of  Admiral  Stewart,  and  of  my 
reply,  as  also  a  memorandum  of  my  interview  with  him,  in  which  he 
exhibits  the  animus  under  which  his  Govenrnent  acts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Aug-s.  Craven, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 


Royal  Adelaide, 

In  llamoaze ,  August  25 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  submitted  your  request  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in 
Plymouth  Sound  to  enable  you  to  have  the  Tuscarora  calked,  I  beg  to 
acquaint  you  that  their  lordships  have  informed  me  u  the  Tuscarora  can 
not  be  permitted  to  be  calked  in  the  sound,”  but  that  if  you  make  a 
formal  application  for  the  same  through  your  minister,  you  may  await 
the  reply  in  the  sound,  with  the  understanding  that  you  do  not  receive 
coal  or  anything  beyond  the  daily  supplies  necessary  for  the  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Houston  Stewart, 

Vice-Admiral. 


Captain  Graven, 

U.  8 ,  War  Steamer  Tuscarora , 
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COPY  OF  MEMORANDUM. 


August  25,  1862. 

At  noon  this  day  I  anchored  the  Tuscarora  in  Plymouth  Sound. 
After  having  received  the  usual  visits  of  etiquette,  I,  at  4:30  p.  m., 
called  on  the  admiral,  Sir  Houston  Stewart.  In  the  course  of  conver¬ 
sation  Avith  him  I  stated  that  “  I  Avished  to  calk  the  ship  here.”  He 
replied  that  Captain  [W.  K.]  Hall  had  so  informed  him  by  telegraph 
from  Falmouth;  that  he  had  communicated  the  same  to  the  adrair- 
ality,  and  the  reply  was,  “  Captain  Craven  must  make  application 
through  the  U.  S.  minister  for  permission  to  repair.”  I  replied,  “I 
would  do  no  such  thing;  I  would  ask  no  favor  nor  indulgence;  it  was 
my  right  to  repair.”  The  admiral  said  he  had  “no  authority  to  permit 
me  to  go  into  the  harbor  without  permission  from  the  admirality.”  I 
replied,  “I  did  not  wish  to  enter  the  harbor  because  it  involved  the 
necessity  of  taking  out  my  powder,  which  I  did  not  wish  to  part  with.” 
“Oh,”  said  he,  “if  that  is  all,  and  you  can  calk  in  the  sound,  I  will 
telegraph  to  that  effect.” 

He  then  wrote  a  telegram  as  follows:  “Captain  Craven  has  just 
called  on  me;  he  does  not  wish  to  enter  the  harbor;  can  calk  in  the 
sound  in  two  days;  can  he  do  so?”  This  message  was  sent  at  5  p.  m. 
and  at  6:30  I  received  a  refusal.  (Copy  furnished.) 

In  the  course  of  conversation  Sir  Houston  Stewart  said  that  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  wished  to  be  neutral.  I  replied  that  Avas  all  we  asked.  He 
answered,  “You  are  only  lying  about  here  to  watch  for  a  chance  to 
pick  up  some  vessel  of  what  you  call  rebels.”  I  ansAvered,  “I  was 
cruising  to  protect  our  commerce.”  To  my  astonishment  he  said,  “  You 
have  no  commerce  here.”  I  interrupted  him  by  saying,  “We  have  as 
much  commerce  in  the  British  Channel  as  you  have.” 

He  also  had  the  bad  taste  to  say  that  his  Government  regretted  to 
see  us  all  cutting  each  other’s  throats.  I  answered  that  that  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  my  interview  with  him. 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 
Plymouth  Sound,  August  25,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknoAvledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  evening.  I  can  discover  no  clause  in  the  order  of  31st 
of  January,  1861,  issued  by  Earl  Bussell,  requiring  me  to  ask  permis¬ 
sion  to  effect  necessary  repairs,  nor  do  I  feel  disposed  to  ask  any 
indulgencies  of  the  admiralty. 

I  came  to  this  port  in  good  faith  to  have  my  work  done  expeditiously, 
and  not  doubting  my  ability  to  do  it  here  I  have  permitted  the  second 
master  (Stannard)  to  go  to  Southampton  to  be  absent  until  Wednes¬ 
day  at  4  p.  m.  He  left  the  ship  at  Falmouth.  I  have  telegraphed  him 
to  “return  without  delay.”  As  soon  as  he  arrives  I  will  i>ut  to  sea,  and 
in  some  other  port  seek  those  courtesies  which  are  usually  extended  to 
the  ships  of  nations  betAATeen  Avhich  exist  relations  of  peace  and  amity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Vice- Admiral  Sir  Houston  Stewart. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Captain  McKinstry,  JJ.  8.  Navy ,  com¬ 
manding  U.  8.  8.  Dacotah ,  /o  cruise  in  search  of  steamers  Oreto  and  290. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Norfolk ,  Fa.,  September  4 ,  LSYF. 

Sir  :  Proceed  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah  direct  to  Nassau 
in  pursuit  of  privateers  290  and  Oreto ,  descriptions  of  which  vessels 
you  will  find  among  the  accompanying  printed  papers.  Afterwards 
yon  will  proceed  to  Key  West  and  report  to  Commodore  James  L. 
Lardner  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  Dacotah ,  Newport  News ,  Va. 

(Same  to  Commander  Woodhull,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Cimarron .) 


Escape  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Florida  ( Oreto)  into  Mobile  Bay ,  September  4 , 1862. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  enclosing  reports  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Bensacola  Bay ,  September  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  be  compelled  again  to  make  another  mortifying 
acknowledgment  of  apparent  neglect,  viz,  the  running  of  the  blockade 
at  Mobile  by  a  10-gun  gunboat,  supposed  to  be  the  Laird’s  gunboat, 
Captain  Bulloch.  You  will  perceive,  however,  from  Captain  Preble’s 
l  eport,  herewith  enclosed,  that  there  was  no  want  of  vigilance.  They 
saw  her  in  good  time,  and  were  alongside  in  good  time,  but  failed  to 
sink  or  capture  her.  Why  Captain  Preble  did  not  fire  into  her  after 
she  failed  to  stop  or  answer  his  hail,  I  can  not  imagine.  The  commander 
of  the  Rachel  Seaman  says,  and  I  believe  they  all  admit,  that  there 
never  was  a  finer  opportunity  for  stopping  a  vessel,  until  she  passed 
them ;  then,  however,  when  it  was  too  late,  they  commenced  firing — the 
Oneida  first,  the  Winona  next,  and  the  Rachel  Seaman  last.  They  all 
say  that  they  struck  her,  but  she  kept  her  course;  she  hauled  down  the 
English  colors  as  soon  as  they  commenced  firing  at  her,  but  hoisted  no 
others;  she  appeared  to  have  a  small  crew,  only  enough  to  bring  her 
out,  but  if  she  is  the  Laird’s  gunboat  she  draws  too  much  water  to  go 
up  the  bay,  and  will  therefore  have  to  take  her  chance  with  the  forts. 
The  passing  of  the  blockade  was  owing  to  two  things — first,  not  firing 
at  her  in  time  when  she  was  so  close  that  they  could  not  miss  her ; 
second,  bad  firing. 

They  have  now  three  10-gun  gunboats  in  Mobile,  and  will  require  a 
large  force  to  blockade  them,  and  I  think  it  will  be  cheaper  to  run  the 
forts  if  I  can  secure  an  outlet  through  Grant’s  Pass. 

I  will  soon  have  my  vessels  in  condition  to  try  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosures.] 

Report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  the  escape  of 
the  C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto )  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  September  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  having  to  inform  you  that  a  3-masted  screw  steamer, 
bearing  an  English  red  ensign  and  pennant,  and  carrying  four  quarter 
boats  and  a  battery  of  six  or  eight  broadside  guns  and  one  or  two  pivots, 
and  having  every  appearance  of  an  English  man-of-war,  ran  the  block¬ 
ade  this  afternoon  under  the  following  circumstances: 

I  had  sent  the  Winona  to  the  westward  to  speak  a  schooner  standing 
in  under  sail,  when  the  smoke  of  a  steamer  was  discovered  bearing 
about  southeast,  and  standing  directly  for  us.  Observing  that  she  was 
burning  black  smoke,  I  immediately  got  the  Oneida  underway  and 
stood  toward  her,  signaling  to  the  Winona  to  “chase  at  discretion.” 
We  soon  neared  the  stranger  in  company  with  the  Winona,  who,  as  we 
approached  him,  gradually  hauled  to  the  northward  and  westward. 
When  abeam  of  him,  about  100  yards  distant,  1  hailed  him,  but  receiving 
no  answer  I  fired  a  shot  across  his  bows.  He  ranged  ahead  without 
stopping,  but  still  thinking  him  an  English  man-of-war,  I  fired  two 
more  shots  across  his  bows,  and  then  directed  a  shot  at  him,  which 
unfortunately  went  over  between  his  fore  and  main  masts.  He  soon 
hauled  down  his  flag  and  trained  his  guns  to  bear  on  us,  but  having  no 
flag  to  fight  under  did  not  fire.  We  continued  firing  at  him,  assisted 
by  the  Winona  and  one  of  the  mortar  schooners,  but  he  made  sail,  and 
by  his  superior  speed  and  unparalleled  audacity  managed  to  escape. 
We  sent  our  shot  and  shell  all  around  and  over  him,  and  are  certain 
that  several  of  our  shots  and  the  Winona’s  struck  him.  The  Cayuga 
was  to  the  westward  of  the  port,  and  not  in  signal  distance. 

The  Cuba  is  loaded  and  ready  to  run  the  blockade,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  the  necessity  of  more  vessels  on  this  station,  as  the  few  here 
now  frequently  have  to  be  scattered  and  sent  in  chase  of  the  numerous 
vessels  that  appear  in  sight. 

With  great  mortification,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv¬ 
ant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Earragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flagship  Hartford,  Pensacola. 


Abstract  of  log  of  JJ.  S.  S.  Oneida,  Commander  George  IT.  Preble,  September  4,  1862. 

September  4. — Bearings  from  first  anchorage,  Mobile  Point  light,  N. 
by  W.  4  W.,  Sand  Island  light,  1ST.  W.  |  W.  At  2  p.  m.  a  sail  reported 
bearing  S.  S.  W.  At  3 : 35  made  a  sail  bearing  S.  S.  E. ;  during  the  watch 
two  rebel  steamers  cruising  around  between  the  forts.  At  4:10  made 
signal  to  the  Winona,  1073.  At  4 : 25  fired  the  howitzer.  At  5 : 05  a  sail 
reported  bearing  S.  1 E.  At  5 : 15  made  signal  to  Winona,  282.  At  5 : 30 
got  underway  and  stood  for  the  strange  steamer.  At  5:45  went  to 
quarters;  discovered  her  to  be  a  barkentine-rigged  steamer  with  Eng¬ 
lish  pennant  and  ensign  flying,  carrying  eight  broadside  and  one  or  two 
pivot  guns;  had  the  appearance  of  a  man-of-war,  At  G  fired  a  shot. 
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across  her  bows,  which  passed  unnoticed;  two  more  were  also  fired 
across  her  bows,  but  failed  to  bring  her  to.  At  6:03  fired  into  her  with 
starboard  battery  and  both  pivot  guns.  At  6:05  she  hauled  down  the 
English  ensign.  At  6:10  she  set  her  topsail  and  topgallant  sail.  The 
gunboat  Winona  and  mortar  schooner  opened  fire  immediately  after  we 
did.  The  enemy  trained  his  guns  on  us,  but  did  not  fire/  At  6:27 
ceased  firing,  being  in  3  fathoms  water  and  the  darkness  rendering 
landmarks  invisible.  Fired  from  forward  Xl-inch  gun  5  shells  (5 
seconds)  and  1  shrapnel;  after  Xl-inch  gun,  5  shells  (5  seconds),  2  of  10 
seconds,  and  1  shrapnel;  forward  pivot  rifle,  12  Dahlgren  bolts  and  1 
Scheukl  shell;  starboard  broadside  32-pounder,  1  shell  (5  seconds); 
howitzer,  1  canister.  At  6 : 45  stood  for  our  anchorage. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  to  Commander  Preble,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Oneida. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  September  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  am  very  much  pained  to  hear  of  the  passage  into  Mobile  Bay 
of  gunboat  No.  290.  [Error;  this  vessel  was  the  Florida .]  You 
should  have  fired  but  one  blank  cartridge  or  shot  to  heave  the  vessel 
to;  the  others  should  have  been  fired  into  her. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Senior  Naval  Officer. 


Second  report  of  Commander  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the 
escape  of  the  C.  S,  S.  Florida  (Oreto)  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

IT.  S.  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  Septem  ber  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  you  seem  to  censure  my 
having  fired  more  than  one  shot  across  the  bow  of  the  gunboat  290, 
the  supposed  English  man-of-war  which  ran  the  blockade  on  the  4tli 
instant,  justice  to  myself  urges  me  to  explain  that  from  the  time  of  the 
first  shot  being  fired  across  her  bows  to  the  fourth  shot,  which  was 
fired  at  but  unfortunately  went  over  her,  was,  according  to  my  clerk, 
who  took  minutes  of  the  time,  only  three  minutes,  and  a  third  shot  was 
fired  at  her  forefoot.  She  hauled  down  her  colors  five  minutes  after 
the  first  shot.  As  she  did  not  stop  her  engines  I  took  no  heed  of  it, 
but  continued  my  fire  on  her.  Most  of  our  shot  struck  the  water  just 
inside  of  her,  and  ricochetted  over  between  her  masts  and  pipes.  Two 
of  our  shells  seemed  to  burst  over  her  in  passing.  The  confident  bold¬ 
ness  with  which  she  stood  toward  us,  and  within  hail,  helped  her  decep¬ 
tion.  My  impression  is,  thinking  us  one  of  the  gunboats,  the  intention 
was  to  engage  us,  but  on  discovering  our  force  the  men  were  sent  below, 
out  of  harm’s  way.  They  at  first  trained  their  battery  on  us,  so  our 
“masthead  lookout”  reported,  and  afterwards  only  three  men  remained 
on  deck,  and  they  failed  to  get  the  sheets  home  of  the  sails  loosed.  Had 
I  been  officially  or  unofficially,  in  any  way,  informed  that  a  man  of- 
war  steamer  was  expected  or  on  the  ocean  I  would  have  known  her 
true  character  and  could  have  run  her  down. 
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One  of  our  boilers  bad  been  under  repairs  all  the  morning,  and  when 
we  got  underway  we  bad  full  steam  only  on  one  boiler,  and  were  rais¬ 
in  git  on  tbe  other,  and  could  not  immediately  get  up  full  speed.  A 
mile  or  so  of  distance,  and  a  few  minutes  more  of  daylight,  and  she 
must  have  been  ours. 

I  ran  the  Oneida  into  3  fathoms,  when,  as  no  landmarks  could  be 
seen,  1  was  obliged  to  haul  off'.  Tbe  rebel  went  over  tbe  shoal  water 
near  tbe  southeast  breaker  bead,  where  we  could  not  follow,  and  was 
in  tbe  main  ship  channel  and  covered  by  tbe  gans  of  tbe  forts  within 
half  an  hour  after  our  first  shot  at  him. 

Her  forward  pivot  gun  was  trained  to  bear  upon  us,  and  the  boat¬ 
swain,  who  saw  it  from  aloft,  says  it  is  a  heavy  gun — be  should  say  a 
10-iuch,  probably  a  heavy  rifle.  Her  broadside  guns  look  to  me  like 
English  32-pounders,  of  42  cwt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron , 

Flagship  Hartford ,  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Preble,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

dismissing  him  from  the  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

ISTavy  Department,  September  20, 1862. 

Sir:  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  has  transmitted  to  the  Department 
your  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  4th  instant,  in  which  you  report 
that  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  a  vessel  “carrying  four  quarter 
boats  and  a  battery  of  eight  broadside  guns,  one  or  two  pivots,  and 
having  every  appearance  of  an  English  man-of-war,  ran  the  blockade,” 
and  of  her  approach  you  had  abundant  notice,  and  when  abeam  of 
her,  about  100  yards  distant,  you  hailed  her,  fired  repeatedly  across 
her  bow,  over  and  at  her,  but  she  managed,  by  “superior  speed  and 
unparalleled  audacity”  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Mobile.  Upon  submit¬ 
ting  your  letter  to  the  President,  I  received  from  him  prompt  directions 
to  announce  to  you  your  dismissal  from  the  service.  You  will  from 
this  date  cease  to  be  regarded  as  an  officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[, Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

George  H.  Preble, 

Late  commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  requesting  a  court  of  enquiry. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  8, 1862. 

Sir:  Unseen  and  unheard,  while  engaged  on  distant  service,  1  learn 
from  the  columns  of  a  newspaper  that  my  name  has  been  struck  from 
the  rolls  of  the  Navy,  after  twenty-seven  years’  honorable  servitude,  for 
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alleged  negligence  in  allowing  tlie  Oreto  to  escape  into  Mobile  Bay  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  September.  This  injustice  to  me,  as  I  feel 
assured  you  will  consider  it,  has  been  done  mainly,  and  I  think  unin¬ 
tentionally,  on  your  part,  from  the  impression  produced  by  your  letter 
of  the  8th  ultimo  to  the  Navy  Department,  forwarding  my  first  hasty 
and  incomplete  report  of  that  occurrence.  I  judge  so,  because  that 
letter  and  my  report  are  to  be  spread  upon  the  log  books  and  read  to 
the  assembled  crews  to  account  for  the  general  order  that  follows.  My 
report  was  written  hurriedly  and  sent  off  a  few  minutes  after  the  affair 
by  the  Winona ,  which  vessel  I  dispatched  at  once  to  Pensacola  with 
the  intelligence,  leaving  it  to  her  commander  to  inform  you  of  all  the 
particulars,  of  which  he  was  fully  cognizant.  He  afterwards  informed 
me  he  rendered  a  full  account.  I  also  sent  by  him  the  gunner’s  state¬ 
ment  of  shot  and  shell  expended  by  this  vessel,  not  having  had  time 
to  incorporate  it  in  my  report. 

The  two  concluding  paragraphs  in  my  report,  I  notice,  are  omitted  in 
the  printed  letter.  Though  perhaps  of  but  little  import  as  bearing 
upon  the  question  at  issue,  if  I  am  to  be  judged  by  my  report  I  should 
like  to  have  the  whole  of  it,  and  not  an  imperfect  copy,  spread  upon  the 
log  books  of  the  Navy. 

You  say  in  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  “■have  again 
to  make  another  mortifying  acknowledgment  of  apparent  neglect.”  I 
know  nothing  of  the  former  occasion  referred  to,  but  may  I  ask  was  my 
neglect  so  ‘‘apparent,”  when,  as  you  say  lower  down,  “there  was  no 
want  of  vigilance.”  I  can  not  believe  that  yourself  or  anyone  can  sup¬ 
pose  or  imagine  that  any  officer  would  not  do  his  utmost,  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  followed,  to  pursue  and  capture  his  flying  enemy,  a 
rich  and  honorable  prize.  You  next  say,  “  Why  Captain  Preble  did  not 
fire  into  her  after  she  failed  to  stop  or  answer  his  hail,  I  can  not  imag¬ 
ine.” 

My  report  shows  that  I  did  fire  at  her,  and  into  her,  immediately 
afterwards,  and  the  gunner’s  report  will  show  how  often;  we  have 
since  learned  from  rebel  sources  with  some  effect.  All  together  over 
fifty  shot  and  shell  were  fired  at  her  in  the  half  hour’s  chase  by  the 
three  vessels,  of  which  thirty-five  were  from  this  vessel. 

I  gave  credit  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Rachel  Seamen  (whose 
appearance  was  quite  unexpected)  for  his  good  conduct  in  firing  at  the 
steamer  three  or  four  shots,  and  for  his  judgment  in  tacking  off  shore 
when  he  was  likely  to  interfere  with  our  chase.  I  also  requested  the 
commander  of  the  Winona  to  verbally  report  his  not  hoisting  his  colors 
when  chased  and  boarded  by  that  vessel  shortly  before,  and  for  not 
having  them  hoisted  while  he  was  firing  at  the  enemy.  Though  his 
conduct  was  praiseworthy,  I  can  not  think  you  are  justified  in  giving 
his  opinion  to  the  Department,  “that  there  never  was  a  finer  oppor 
tunity  for  stopping  a  vessel,  etc.,”  without  first  asking  from  me  a  full 
report  of  all  the  attendant  circumstances,  which  he,  three  or  more 
miles  oft'  at  the  close  of  the  chase,  could  not  have  known. 

Your  next  remark  is  that  the  “  firing  was  too  late.”  As  it  was  com¬ 
menced  as  soon  as  the  vessel  was  hailed,  and  continued  whenever  and 
as  often  as  a  gun  could  be  brought  to  bear  until  the  vessel  escaped  us 
into  shoal  water,  when  we  were  obliged  to  haul  off,  i  can  not  understand 
in  what  sense  it  was  too  late.  In  a  subsequent  report  1  explained  to 
you  that  the  time  occupied  in  firing  the  three  shots  across  his  bow,  one 
of  which  was  aimed  at  his  forefoot,  was  less  than  three  minutes.  The 
next  shell  was  fired  from  the  Xl-incli  after  pivot  gun  and  aimed  at 
his  hull,  but  unfortunately  went  over  him.  As  to  the  shooting,  if  it 
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was  bad,  I  bad  been  but  a  few  days  in  command  and  the  blame  can  not 
rest  with  me.  But  I  may  remark,  our  shot  fell  very  close,  though 
seemingly  doing  but  little  damage. 

Excuse  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  analyzed  your  letter  to  the 
Department,  feeling  sure  it  has  borne  quite  a  different  construction 
from  what  you  intended,  and  that  you  will  be  ready  to  repair,  so  far  as 
you  can,  the  lasting  injury  it  has  caused  me.  Had  you  considered  me 
deserving  of  this  unjust  sentence,  I  am  sure  you  would  not  have 
retained  me  for  an  hour  in  the  command  of  this  vessel  and  on  the  same 
blockade. 

For  my  position  in  the  Navy  I  care  but  little,  but  my  reputation  as 
an  officer  is  very  dear  to  me,  and  has  hitherto  been  unsullied  in  a  long 
course  of  service.  The  distress  this  newspaper  announcement  will 
occasion  my  family  and  friends  is  very  trying  to  me.  Up  to  the  time 
of  joining  your  command,  in  March  last,  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  your 
personal  acquaintance.  Since  then  you  have  had  frequent  occasions  to 
judge  my  professional  ability,  activity,  and  intelligence.  I  ask  you, 
therefore,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  give  me  in  writing  your  free  and 
candid  judgment  on  my  conduct  in  this  affair.  The  poorest  boy  or  man 
in  the  service  has  for  his  petty  offenses  the  privilege  of  a  summary 
court-martial  and  a  hearing.  Through  you  I  respectfully  request  from 
the  Navy  Department  a  court  of  enquiry  into  my  conduct  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  and  would  willingly  have  it  extended  through  my  whole  term  of 
service  in  the  Navy,  confident  of  a  clean  record.  I  court  a  full  and 
complete  investigation. 

I  hope  yet  to  see  an  order  revoking  the  order  for  my  dismissal  read 
to  the  crews  in  as  public  a  manner  and  spread  upon  the  log  books  on 
the  same  page  as  the  former. 

I  feel  sure  the  President  does  not  design  to  do  injustice  to  anyone. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hartford,  Pensacola. 


Third  report  of  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  the 
escape  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida  (Oreto)  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Having  never  made  a  full  and  complete  written,  though  several 
verbal,  reports  of  the  chase  of  the  rebel  war  steamer  Oreto ,  alias  Flor¬ 
ida,  by  the  Oneida ,  on  the  4th  of  September  last,  and  circumstances 
having  occurred  that  require  I  should  do  so,  I  submit  the  following: 

On  the  4th  of  September  the  blockading  force  off  Mobile  consisted 
of  the  Oneida,  Cayuga ,  and  Winona,  myself  the  senior  officer,  a  posi¬ 
tion  I  had  occupied  since  the  30th  of  August,  when  the  steam  frigate 
Susquehanna  left  for  Pensacola  for  repairs.  The  steam  gunboats  Pinola, 
Kanawha,  and  Kennebec,  all  attached  to  this  blockade,  were  also  tempo¬ 
rarily  withdrawn  and  at  Pensacola  for  repairs  or  coal.  The  small  and 
reduced  force  left  at  my  command  was  thus  distributed:  The  Winona, 
to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  bar,  to  guard  the  swash  chan 
nel;  the  Cayuga,  to  the  northward  and  westward,  to  guard  the  western 
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channel;  and  the  Oneida,  off  to  the  southward  of  the  bar,  to  guard  the 
main  ship  channel.  The  evening  previous  I  gave  instructions  to  the 
Cayuga  to  go  to  the  westward  in  the  morning,  take  a  look  at  Petit  Bois 
and  Horn  Island  passes,  which  were  necessarily  unguarded,  get  some 
fresh  beef  from  Petit  Bois,  and  return  as  soon  as  these  objects  were 
accomplished.  Consequently  the  Cayuga  was  not  in  sight  when  the 
Oreto  ran  in. 

The  evening  previous  also  the  chief  engineer  represented  to  me  the 
very  bad  and  leaky  condition  of  the  boilers,  stating  that  an  almost  con¬ 
stant  use  of  the  donkey  pump  was  necessary,  in  consequence,  when  the 
engines  were  not  in  motion.  With  some  hesitation,  though  it  had  been 
the  custom  to  do  so  with  my  predecessors  on  the  blockade,  I  gave  him 
permission  to  haul  the  fire  under  one  boiler  the  next  morning  at  day¬ 
light,  provided  he  would  hurry  up  and  complete  the  repairs  before 
night,  and  ordered  a  full  pressure  of  steam  to  be  kept  on  the  remaining 
boiler.  About  noou,  or  scon  after,  1  sent  for  him  to  ascertain  how  the 
work  was  progressing,  and  receiving  a  satisfactory  reply,  congratulated 
myself  the  work  was  nearly  accomplished.  At  3:45  fires  were  started 
under  the  repaired  boiler.  When  we  got  underway  at  5:30  p.  m.,  in 
chase,  I  fully  believed  we  had  steam  under  both  boilers.  We  were  not, 
however,  able  to  obtain  a  working  pressure  of  steam  on  the  repaired 
boiler  until  our  return  from  the  chase  of  the  Oreto  to  our  anchorage  oft' 
the  bar  at  7 :30  p.  in.,  consequently  our  usual  good-weather  speed  of 
10  to  104  knots  was  very  much  diminished,  and,  instead  of  60  to  70 
revolutions  of  the  screw,  we  were  only  able  to  make  about  38  to  40, 
and  an  estimated  speed  of  7  knots.  During  the  chase  the  steam  was 
run  down  from  24  pounds  to  15. 

At  daylight,  or  soon  after,  on  the  4th,  a  square-rigged  sailing  vessel 
was  observed  to  the  southward,  and  the  Winona ,  under  general  instruc¬ 
tions,  went  out  in  chase.  At  2  p.  m.  another  sail  was  reported,  which  the 
Winona  boarded.  At  3 :35  another  sail  was  discovered  to  the  southward 
and  westward.  The  Winona  then  standing  toward  us  and  apparently 
not  observing  her,  I  fired  our  howitzer  to  attract  her  attention,  and  then 
made  signal  to  her  “to  speak  the  strange  sail  and  bring  the  commander 
in  chief  intelligence,  if  any;  if  none,  return  to  your  station.”  She 
accordingly  stood  off  to  the  southward  and  westward  in  the  direction 
of  the  strange  sail,  which  proved  to  be  a  schooner  (the  Rachel  Seaman ), 
and  was  returning  toward  the  Oneida  to  communicate,  when  at  5 :05  a 
sail  was  reported  from  aloft  as  the  Susquehanna,  but  generally  supposed 
to  be  the  Connecticut ,  known  to  be  at  Pensacola,  and  momentarily 
expected.  The  strange  steamer  when  discovered  was  standing  for  us, 
with  her  three  masts  in  a  line  or  range.  We  could  see  she  had  square 
yards  forward,  though  hull  down.  At  5:15  we  saw  she  was  burning 
bituminous  coal,  and  a  slight  yaw  in  her  course  showed  me  she  was 
barkentine  rigged.  Impressed  with  the  idea  she  was  an  English  gun¬ 
boat  inspecting  our  blockade,  I  made  signal  to  the  Winona  to  “chase 
at  discretion,”  and  got  the  Oneida  immediately  underway  and  stood 
toward  her,  thinking  it  would  look  more  vigilant  to  the  English  man- 
of-war  to  be  underway  and  at  quarters  when  we  met  him.  We  accord¬ 
ingly  furled  awnings  and  were  at  general  quarters  before  we  were  in 
rifle  range  of  the  stranger,  and  over  fifteen  minutes  before  we  fired  our 
first  shot  at  him. 

The  Oneida  was  steered  for  the  port  bow  of  the  stranger,  who,  as 
we  approached  him,  continued  to  steer  directly  for  us  and  hoisted  an 
English  red  ensign.  He  had  already  up  a  short  coach  whip  or  night 
pennant.  We  could  now  see  she  carried  quarter  and  waist  boats;  had 
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a  broadside  of  guns  with  tompions  out;  hammock  nettings  and  air  ports 
fore  and  aft ;  and  in  fact  wore  every  appearance  of  being  an  English  dis¬ 
patch  gunboat.  I  believe  every  person  on  board  the  Oneida  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  this  belief,  being  ignorant  that  the  rebels  had  a  vessel  of 
war  on  the  ocean  from  the  delay  of  the  Connecticut'’ s  mail  at  Pensacola, 
which,  when  received  from  her  on  the  6th,  gave  us  the  first  intimation 
we  had  of  the  Oreto  being  at  Cardenas  and  of  No.  290  having  left 
England.  When  near  the  supposed  man-of-war  we  put  our  helm  to 
starboard  so  as  not  to  pass  him,  and  came  round  to  the  northward  and 
westward  so  as  to  lie  about  abeam  of  him,  or  perhaps  a  little  across  or 
on  his  port  bow.  He  was  steaming  very  rapidly,  and  when  within 
about  100  yards,  perhaps  nearer,  the  two  vessels  nearly  abeam  of  each 
other,  1  hailed  him,  but  receiving  no  answer,  directed  a  shot  from  the 
rifled  forecastle  pivot  to  be  thrown  across  his  bow,  then  another,  and 
then  a  third  close  to  his  forefoot,  all  in  rapid  succession.  As  these 
guns  produced  no  impression,  I  directed  to  fire  into  him,  and  almost 
simultaneously  the  whole  starboard  broadside  was  discharged  at  him; 
the  first  shot,  however,  from  the  after  Xl-inch  pivot  gun  went  just  over 
his  rail  between  his  fore  and  main  masts.  As  it  was  a  shrapnel,  with 
fuse  cut  to  a  second  and  a  quarter  and  fell  into  the  water  without 
exploding,  you  can  judge  how  near  we  were  to  him.  My  clerk,  who 
timed  the  firing,  states  that  the  first  gun  fired  across  his  bows  was  6 
p.  m.  and  the  order  given  to  fire  into  him  at  6:03  p.  m.  At  6:05  he 
hauled  down  his  colors  and  pennant  and  hoisted  no  others  during'  the 
chase.  Seeing  no  slacking  up  of  his  speed,  I  gave  orders  to  continue 
our  fire.  About  this  time  the  Winona  opened  fire  on  him  from  her 
position  astern,  and  soon  after  the  schooner  which  the  Winona  had 
boarded  stood  in  toward  our  bow  and  fired  three  or  four  shots  at  him, 
which  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  her  being  a  friendly  vessel  of 
war,  as  she  showed  no  colors  before,  after,  or  during  the  continuance  of 
the  chase.  I  thought  the  spirit  with  which  her  commander  attempted 
to  assist  in  the  cajiture  of  the  vessel  very  praiseworthy,  and  approved 
of  the  judgment  with  which  he  tacked  offshore  when  likely  to  embar¬ 
rass  our  chase  by  getting  under  our  bows.  Both  vessels  were  grad¬ 
ually  sheered  inshore,  the  stranger  evidently  fast  gaining  upon  us,  so 
that  we  had  to  train  our  pivot  guns  sharp  forward  and  yaw  off  to  bring 
them  to  bear  upon  him.  This  and  the  smoke  from  our  guns,  which 
hung  between  us,  prevented  our  firing  as  rapidly  as  we  could  have 
wished. 

Soon  after  we  opened  fire  upon  him  he  attempted  to  make  sail  by 
loosing  his  fore-topsail  and  fore-topgallant  sail,  but  the  explosion  of 
one  of  our  shells  over  his  deck  hurried  the  men  from  aloft  ;  they  never 
got  the  sheets  fairly  home,  and  the  sails  were  of  little  or  no  assistance 
to  him,  as  the  wind  was  light.  W  e  thought  he  trained  his  guns  to  bear 
upon  us,  though  he  did  not  fire,  and  the  boatswain  reported  from  aloft 
that  he  was  training  his  forward  pivot  gun,  but  he  has  since  told  me 
he  was  mistaken,  and  the  men  he  saw  were  at  work  at  the  rigging 
of  the  sails  loosed.  At  first  he  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  men  on  deck, 
but  after  our  firing  commenced  the  boatswain  could  see  from  aloft  but 
three  or  four — the  man  at  the  wheel,  one  forward,  and  one  or  two  pass¬ 
ing  along  the  deck. 

Continuing  our  firing  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  would  admit,  and 
giving  repeated  orders  to  go  faster  and  to  take  better  aim,  not  under¬ 
standing  at  the  time  why  we  could  not  keep  up  with  the  stranger,  who 
was  evidently  gaining  on  us,  I  saw  we  were  standing  in  toward  the 
ruins  of  Sand  Island  light-house,  and  the  stranger  was  crossing  the 
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head  of  the  southeast  breakers  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  channel. 
The  leadsman  soon  gave  “3  fathoms”  of  water,  and  night  closing 
around  us,  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  put  our  helm  aport  and 
abandon  the  chase  at  6:27  p.  in.,  and  had  the  mortification  of  seeing 
the  stranger  cross  the  shoal  without  striking  and  haul  up  into  the 
main  ship  channel,  giving  her  a  last  shot  from  the  forecastle  rifle  pivoted 
over  to  port,  the  only  gun  that  would  bear  as  we  hauled  off. 

The  Winona,  chasing  astern  and  using  her  gun  pivoted  on  the  port 
side,  went  inshore  of  the  chase  and  hauled  off’  at  about  the  same  time, 
when  (as  her  commander  informed  me)  in  12  feet  of  water.  We  con¬ 
tinued  the  chase  as  long  as  it  was  prudent  or  profitable  to  do  so.  Find¬ 
ing  the  rebel  had  escaped  us,  I  returned  to  the  anchorage  off  the 
bar,  where  I  was  joined  by  the  Winona. 

Believing  it  important  you  should  have  early  intelligence  of  what  had 
happened,  I  signaled  the  captain  of  the  Winona  to  come  on  board,  and, 
writing  my  hurried  and  incomplete  report  of  the  4th,  directed  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Winona  to  take  his  station  for  the  night  and  at  early  day¬ 
light  proceed  to  Pensacola  with  my  dispatch,  accompanying  which  was 
the  gunner’s  report  of  shot  and  shell  fired,  and  enjoining  upon  him  to 
acquaint  you  with  all  the  particulars  such  as  I  had  no  time  to  give.  I 
then  hurried  him  back  to  his  station  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
fearing,  as  it  was  very  dark,  something  might  slip  out.  At  11  p.  m. 
the  Cayuga  returned  from  Horn  Island  Pass.  Captain  Thornton  and  the 
Winona  returned  to  this  blockade  at  10  p.  m.,  the  5th,  bringing  me  your 
letter  of  that  date,  in  which  you  express  the  opinion  I  should  have  fired 
but  one  shot  across  his  bows  and  the  next  at  him.  Had  1  not  been 
almost  convinced  he  was  an  English  man-of-war  I  would  undoubtedly 
have  done  so,  but  the  deception  was  perfect,  and  his  “unparalleled 
audacity”  in  standing  directly  and  boldly  for  us  helped  the  deception. 
I  did  not  wish  to  break  our  neutrality  or  be  wanting  in  courtesy  with  a 
friendly  nation. 

When  we  first  ranged  up  in  hailing  distance  1  could  undoubtedly 
have  boarded  him  or  run  him  down,  but  it  was  too  late  for  these  maneu¬ 
vers  when  his  true  character  was  discovered. 

Thinking  you  are  wrongly  impressed  as  to  time  occupied  in  the  firing 
across  his  bows  and  into  him,  I  wrote  you  my  letter  of  September  6, 
informing  you  that  it  was  only  three  minutes,  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  you  a  few  facts  concerning  the  chase,  but  still  no  complete 
report,  as  I  supposed  Captain  Thornton  had  related  to  you  all  the  partic¬ 
ulars,  Subsequently,  at  Pensacola,  I  had  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
you  in  person,  when  you  remarked  that  you  had  written  the  Secretary 
that  you  did  not  see  that  I  was  to  blame,  but  the  rebel  steamer’s  escape 
was  owing  to  “bad  shooting.”  Judge  my  surprise,  then,  when  I  find 
myself  suddenly  and  ignominiously  dismissed  from  the  Navy  on  your 
forwarding  my  first  hasty  statement  of  this  affair.  I  told  you  that  I 
did  not  claim  to  have  hit  the  vessel  at  all,  though  our  shot  covered  her 
and  were  very  close  ones,  as  I  could  see  with  my  glass  no  marks  upon 
her  hull  or  spars.  We  have  since  learned  she  was  hit  several  times; 
that  anXI-inch  shell  went  into  her  coal  bunkers  a  foot  from  the  water 
line;  that  her  sides  were  pretty  well  peppered  with  grape,  shrapnel, 
and  pieces  of  shell,  and  that  she  had  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded, 
as  the  rebel  account  says,  out  of  a  crew  of  13,  mostly  sick. 

Allowing  her  to  have  had  20  or  30  for  a  crew,  this  is  a  greater 
comparative  percentage  of  casualties  than  happened  to  this  squadron 
in  passing  the  Mississippi  forts,  and  greater  also  than  it  was  each  time 
the  batteries  of  Vicksburg  were  successfully  run.  Can  it  be  considered 


440 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


remarkable  that  after  those  successful  achievements  of  your  squadron 
this  rebel  steamer,  in  humble  imitation,  should  succeed  in  passing  under 
the  fire  of  two  gunboats  without  being  sunk  or  materially  injured? 

That  I  did  my  whole  duty  in  this  matter  I  fearlessly  claim.  That 
according  to  the  tenth  paragraph  of  third  article  of  war  1  did  not 
neglect  to  seasonably  clear  my  ship  for  action,  and  that  I  used  my 
utmost  exertions  to  overtake,  capture,  or  destroy  the  vessel,  and  that 
I  omitted  no  ordinary  duty  of  an  officer  1  can  prove  by  the  accompany¬ 
ing  statements  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Oneida. 

The  President  recommended  me  by  name  for  the  thanks  of  Congress 
as  one  of  the  commanding  officers  in  the  passage  of  the  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  Philip,  and  subsequent  capture  of  New  Orleans,  though  action 
was  not  taken  on  it  by  Congress.  He  next,  by  the  recommendation  of 
the  advisory  board,  promotes  me  to  the  rank  which  had  justly  been 
my  due  for  six  months  previous,  and  now,  on  insufficient  and  incom¬ 
plete  evidence,  he  directs  that  my  name  be  stricken  from  the  rolls  of 
the  Navy,  and  a  record  of  my  disgrace  placed  upon  every  log  book  and 
read  to  the  assembled  crews  of  every  ship  in  commission.  This  is  hard 
usage,  and  small  consideration  for  one  who  to-day  completes  his  twenty- 
seventh  year  of  service. 

I  have  been  most  cruelly  and  unjustly  treated,  and  I  call  upon  you, 
admiral,  as  my  immediate  commanding  officer,  to  aid  me  in  obtaining 
justice. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  P>.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Flagship  Hartford,  Pensacola. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U,  S.  Navy,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squad¬ 
ron,  to  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  relative  to  the  dismissal  of  the  latter  from 
the  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay,  October  14,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  [8th]  instant  inform¬ 
ing  me  of  your  dismissal.  Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  no  one  has 
been  pained  more  at  your  dismissal  than  myself,  although  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  report  the  facts  of  the  case  as  submitted  to  me.  I  always  lay 
belore  the  honorable  Secretary  the  authority  from  which  my  facts  are 
derived,  and  therefore  in  your  case  enclosed  your  report,  upon  wiiich 
the  Department  acted,  with  my  own,  as  I  could  know  nothing  more 
than  it  did.  I  told  you  frankly  all  the  fault  I  had  to  find  with  you 
was  not  firing  sooner;  and  to  that  and  the  bad  firing  I  attributed  the 
escape  of  the  Oreto,  all  of  which  you  frankly  admitted.  I  gave  you 
full  credit  for  vigilance  and  promptitude,  but  only  said  I  did  not  know 
why  you  did  not  fire  sooner;  that  was  natural  for  me  to  say  from  my 
anxiety  for  the  capture,  but  I  felt  satisfied  afterwards  that  it  arose 
from  your  desire  to  avoid  an  insult  to  England,  and  a  confidence  that 
you  could  secure  your  chase  if  you  were  by  him ;  the  conclusion,  how¬ 
ever,  showed  that  your  gunnery  proved  too  bad  to  do  it.  I  am  also 
aware  that  you  were  not  exactly  responsible  for  the  training  of  your 
crew,  as  you  had  but  recently  taken  command  of  the  ship;  still  the 
Oreto  got  in  and  it  was  my  duty  to  report  the  facts,  and  you  will  find 
that  the  Department  acted  upon  your  own  statement  and  not  on  mine. 
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I  will  now  notice  one  or  two  remarks  in  your  letter.  The  “apparent 
neglect”  to  which  you  allude  in  my  letter,  had  no  reference  to  you;  it 
was  a  quotation  from  a  letter  of  the  Department’s  to  me  referring  to 
the  ram  Arkansas  catching  us  without  steam.  1  think  my  letter 
tended  to  convey  the  idea  that  although  apparently  neglect,  it  was  not 
such  in  reality. 

As  to  your  efforts  to  capture  or  destroy  her,  I  neither  doubted  them 
nor  said  that  I  did;  on  the  contrary  I  said  ttiat  “you  all  tired  at  her, 
and  all  claimed  to  have  hit  her,  but  failed  to  capture  or  destroy  her.” 
As  to  the  remark  of  the  captain  of  the  Rachel  Seaman ,  he  did  not 
intend  to  reflect  on  you  in  the  slightest  degree,  more  than  on  himself. 
He  stated,  and  so  did  you,  that  there  never  was  a  finer  opportunity  for 
taking  a  vessel,  had  you  known  her  true  character,  and  he  too  ascribed 
the  failure  to  bad  firing  mainly,  for  he  said  he  struck  her  but  once. 

In  reference  to  your  explanations  to  me,  they  were  as  promptly  sent 
to  the  Department  as  transmitted  to  me. 

You  judge  me  rightly  when  you  suppose  I  never  intended  to  do  you 
such  a  lasting  injury,  and  I  trust  and  sincerely  hope  you  will  be  as 
able  to  satisfy  the  President  as  myself  that  you  were  at  most  only  cul¬ 
pable  in  hesitating  between  the  risk  of  insulting  a  British  vessel  of 
war  and  running  the  risk  of  allowing  an  enemy  to  escape.  Our  orders 
are  very  stringent  in  both  cases. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  disabuse  your  mind  as  to  the  effect  of  my 
report,  or  of  any  intentional  reflection  on  your  conduct,  beyond  which  it 
is  not  my  province  to  go;  but  I  will  certainly  always  bear  testimony  to 
your  officer-like  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  the  general  efficiency  and 
good  order  of  your  vessel,  and  will  further  state  that  wherever  you 
erred  I  attributed  it  purely  to  an  error  of  judgment.  Such,  however, 
is  military  life ;  success  is  the  standard  by  which  we  are  judged;  and 
rest  assured  that  I  fully  sympathize  with  you  and  your  family  in  this 
great  mortification,  as  well  for  their  own  sake  as  for  the  reverence  I 
have  always  had  for  the  character  of  your  grandsires  and  my  respect 
for  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

[. Flag-Officer .] 

[Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida.} 


Letter  from  6.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
requesting  court  of  enquiry,  and  transmitting  additional  reports. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida. 

Off  Mobile ,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  do  not  believe  you  would  do  intentional  injustice  to  anyone, 
yet  you  have  done  me  the  most  cruel  injustice,  and  dismissed  me  from 
a  service  in  whicli  I  have  passed  twenty-seven  years  of  my  life,  with¬ 
out  trial,  without  a  hearing,  and  on  insufficient  and  incomplete  evidence. 

You  have  assailed  my  honor,  which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life,  and  you 
have  caused  to  be  proclaimed  that  I  failed  to  do  my  utmost  to  take  and 
capture  a  vessel  of  the  enemy  and  omitted  to  perform  the  most  ordinary 
duty  of  an  officer.  This  sentence  and  this  opinion  you  have  directed  to 
be  read  to  the  assembled  crews  of  every  vessel  in  the  Navy  and  entered 
upon  the  ships’  logs. 
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I  can  prove  by  every  officer  and  man  on  board  this  ship,  or  who  was 
present  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  I  did  do  my  utmost  to  over¬ 
take,  capture,  or  destroy  the  Oreto  at  the  time  referred  to,  and  that, 
omitting  no  duty,  I  performed  my  whole  entire  duty  energetically  and 
faithfully,  as  I  have  ever  done  while  in  the  service.  I  demand,  therefore, 
a  fair  and  full  and  instant  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances  before 
a  court  of  enquiry;  and  when  acquitted,  that  my  innocence  shall  be  pro¬ 
claimed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sentence  of  dismissal  has  been  pro¬ 
mulgated,  and  that  the  record  of  my  disgrace  shall,  by  official  order,  be 
expunged  from  the  log  books  of  the  Navy. 

As  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  I  ask  of  you  this 
justice,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  grant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  enclose  the  statements  of  the  executive  officer,  chief  engineer,  and 
lieutenant  [F.  S.  Brown],  the  three  principal  officers  of  this  vessel.  1 
have  in  my  possession  similar  statements  from  evexy  officer  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 


[Enclosures.] 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  circumstances 
attending  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  {Oreto)  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  8,  1862. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  statement,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  of 
what  occurred  during  the  chase  of  the  Oreto  off  this  port,  September 
4,  1802: 

At  5  o’clock  i).  m.  I  was  called  to  get  the  ship  underway  in  chase  of 
a  steamer  standing  toward  the  blockading  force  from  the  eastward. 
As  we  were  getting  underway  the  stranger  was  distant  about  6  or  7 
miles,  using  bituminous  coal.  As  we  stood  toward  him  we  furled  awn¬ 
ings  and  went  to  quarters. 

The  Oneida  was  steered  for  the  port  bow  of  the  stranger,  who,  when 
he  got  within  about  half  a  mile,  hoisted  the  English  red  ensign  and 
pennant,  and  when  near  put  his  helm  aport,  sheering  gradually  in 
shore.  The  Oneida’s  helm  was  put  a  starboard  and  she  followed  closely 
on  the  stranger’s  port  bow.  1  think  that  at  this  time,  the  vessels  being 
distant  about  150  yards,  by  your  order  a  30-pounder  rifled  shot  was 
fired  across  the  stranger’s  bows. 

When  both  vessels  had  sheered  in  shore  some  distance,  the  stranger 
put  his  helm  astarboard  gradually,  when,  the  Oneida’s  helm  being  also 
astarboard,  the  two  vessels  about  abeam  of  each  other  stood  to  the 
westward.  About  this  time  (or  it  may  have  been  a  little  previous)  you 
hailed  the  stranger,  then  distant  about  100  yards,  but  I  did  not  hear 
any  answer.  After  the  first  shot,  two  others  were  fired  across  his  bows 
at  very  short  intervals.  Veiy  quickly  after  the  third  shot  across  his 
bows  you  gave  the  order  to  fire  into  him,  and  the  XI[-inch  ]  guns  at  once 
commenced  and  sustained  their  fire  when  they  could  be  brought  to 
bear,  or  when  the  thick  curtain  of  smoke  (which  soon  accumulated 
between  the  two  vessels)  lifted  so  as  to  allow  a  view  of  the  chase.  The 
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chase  hauled  down  the  English  flag,  and  hoisted  no  other,  but  whether 
the  flag  was  struck  before  or  after  we  fired  at  him,  I  do  not  remember, 
but  at  all  events  it  was  very  near  the  time  of  commencement  of  our 
Xl-inch  fire.  We  had  fired  but  a  few  shots,  when  the  chase  loosed  and 
partly  sheeted  home  his  topsail  and  topgallant  sail  (fore).  These  did 
not  help  him  materially;  but  he  steamed  very  fast  and  drew  so  much 
ahead  of  us  soon  that  we  were  compelled  to  yaw  in  order  to  discharge 
the  XI[-inch]  guns.  We  steamed  after  him,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
any  time  we  went  much  over  6  knots,  as  we  had  steam  up  on  but  one 
boiler. 

The  stranger  crossed  the  end  of  the  shoals,  and  got  into  the  channel 
leading  into  Mobile  Bay.  We  followed  him  into  about  3  fathoms  of 
water,  when,  as  it  was  getting  dusk  and  we  were  unacquainted  with 
the  bar,  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  chase.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
hauling  down  his  flag  it  was  my  opinion  that  the  stranger  was  a  large 
English  gunboat. 

To  the  questions  proposed  by  you  under  date  of  October  9  I  return 
the  following  answers: 

1.  The  ship  was  prepared  for  action  in  season,  and  when  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  chase  became  apparent  you  did  your  utmost  to  capture  or 
destroy  her. 

2.  I  do  not  know  what  duty  is  referred  to  (as  being  the  plainest  and 
most  ordinary  committed  to  an  officer)  in  your  second  question. 

3.  You  did,  as  far  as  my  observation  or  recollection  goes,  display 
zeal,  energy,  and  anxiety  in  pursuit  of  the  chase.  I  was  on  the  bridge 
mostly,  and  you  were  most  of  the  time  on  the  poop,  where  you  had  the 
best  view  of  the  chase  that  could  be  obtained. 

4.  I  can  not  suggest  any  precaution  that  occurred  to  me  at  the  time 
as  having  been  omitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  SlCARD, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  circumstances  attending 
the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto )  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  October  8, 1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  respectfully  submit  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  of  what  1  remember  of  the  chase  which  terminated 
in  the  entrance  into  Mobile  Bay  by  the  rebel  gunboat  Oreto,  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th  of  September. 

Upon  going  on  deck  when  the  ship  was  getting  under  way  at  about 
half  past  5  p.  in.,  I  saw  a  steamer  to  the  southward  and  eastward  burn¬ 
ing  bituminous  coal  and  standing  for  us. 

As  soon  as  our  anchor  was  aweigh  we  bore  up  for  the  stranger,  the 
engineer  on  watch  having  orders  to  go  ahead  fast.  The  order  for 
greater  speed  was  frequently  given  but  not  obeyed,  because  a  sufficient 
pressure  of  steam  could  not  be  kept  up. 

On  nearing  the  stranger  I  thought  him  to  be  an  English  gunboat 
from  bis  resemblance  in  every  respect  to  that  class  of  vessels,  as  well 
as  from  the  fact  that  he  carried  the  English  ensign  and  pennant.  When 
within  about  300  yards  he  bore  up  gradually  for  the  shore,  attempting 
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to  cross  our  bows  from  starboard  to  port,  when  three  shots  from  our 
pivot  rifle  on  the  forecastle  were  fired  across  his  bows  at  short  intervals, 
but  without  effect.  About  this  time  you  hailed  the  stranger  and 
received  no  reply.  We  kept  our  guns  to  bear  on  him  by  keeping  away 
with  starboard  helm  and  training  sharp  on  the  bow.  Our  shot  being 
unheeded  you  issued  the  order  to  fire  into  him,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  done  by  both  XI  inch  pivot  guns.  He  then  hauled  down  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ensign  and  trained  his  guns  on  us,  but  1  do  not  think  he  tired.  At 
about  the  same  time  he  let  fall  his  fore-topsail  and  topgallant  sad. 
Our  fire  was  kept  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  during  the  remainder  of  the 
chase.  The  stranger’s  speed  being  much  greater  than  ours  he  soon 
ranged  ahead  and  rapidly  increased  the  distance  between  us.  In 
order  to  avoid  running  ashore  we  now  with  port  helm  brought  the 
stranger  to  bear  on  our  port  bow  and  manned  the  port  battery,  keeping 
up  the  fire  with  the  forecastle  pivot  rifle.  Finding  we  had  but  3 
fathoms  water  and  the  landmarks  being  rendered  invisible  by  the 
darkness  we  abandoned  the  chase  at  about  half  past  0  p.  m.,  hav¬ 
ing  continued  the  chase  about  half  an  hour  after  opening  fire.  During 
most  of  this  time  the  stranger  was  directly  to  leeward,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  hold  our  fire  till  the  smoke  from  our  guns  cleared  away  suf¬ 
ficiently  for  us  to  see  and  bring  the  guns  to  bear  upon  him. 

When  we  hauled  off  he  was  scarcely  distinguishable,  and  was  close 
under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  in  the  channel  leading  up  the  bay. 
The  gunboat  Winona  and  the  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  assisted  in  the 
chase,  but  being  engaged  working  the  guns  of  my  division  I  did  not 
notice  their  movements,  except  that  they  opened  fire  immediately  after 
we  did. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Brown, 
Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Wavy. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


[P.  S.] — In  reply  to  your  questions  I  will  add: 

1.  The  crew  were  at  quarters  and  the  ship  cleared  for  action  in  ample 
season,  and  when  the  character  of  the  chase  became  apparent  you  did, 
in  my  opinion,  do  your  utmost  to  overtake,  capture,  or  destroy  her. 

2.  I  know  of  no  duty  committed  to  a  commanding  officer  that  you 
omitted  on  that  occasion. 

3.  So  far  as  I  observed,  you  did  exhibit  energy,  zeal,  and  anxiety  in 
the  pursuit  to  overtake  and  capture  the  chase. 

4.  I  can  not  suggest  any  precautions  that  were  omitted. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


F.  S.  Brown. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Dade,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto )  into  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  9 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  your  request  I  make  the  following  state¬ 
ment: 

On  the  morning  of  September  4,  with  your  permission  I  hauled 
the  fires  of  the  port  boiler  of  this  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  a 
leak  in  one  of  the  tubes,  which  was  so  large  as  to  necessitate  the  almost 
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constant  use  of  the  donkey  pump  when  the  engines  were  not  in  motion. 
The  fires  were  kept  banked  with  a  full  pressure  of  steam  in  the  star¬ 
board  boiler.  I  succeeded  in  doing  the  necessary  work,  and  got  a 
working  pressure  of  steam  on  the  port  boiler  by  7 :30  p.  m. 

At  5 :30  p.  m.  the  ship  was  got  under  way  with  one  boiler,  and  chased 
the  Confederate  gunboat  Oreto,  but  necessarily  at  much  less  than  our 
usual  speed.  At  6:27  the  chase  was  abandoned,  the  water  becoming 
too  shoal  to  continue  it. 

Under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  this  ship  makes  10 h  knots, 
under  steam  alone,  with  06  revolutions  of  engines  per  minute.  A 
greater  velocity  can  not  be  maintained  owing  to  the  very  imperfect 
vacuum  which  obtains  in  the  condenser,  a  defect  which  has  always 
existed,  notwithstanding  that  many  expedients  have  been  tried  to 
remedy  it. 

In  my  opinion  you  cleared  your  ship  for  action  in  the  promptest  man¬ 
ner,  and  exhibited  the  greatest  energy,  zeal,  and  anxiety  to  overtake 
and  capture  the  chase. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Oneida . 


F.  C.  Dade, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Letter  from  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acknowl¬ 
edging  receipt  of  his  dismissal  from  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  12, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  my  dismissal  from  the  Navy  officially  under 
your  signature.  I  have  no  comments  to  make,  and  have  giveii  over  the 
command  of  this  vessel,  until  the  arrival  of  her  appointed  commander, 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard,  an  officer  every  way  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Department.  The  admiral  forwards  me  my  dismissal, 
but  without  letter  or  remark,  and  I  have  no  letter  from  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  Oreto  except  one  of  four  or  five  lines,  in  which  he  thinks 
I  should  have  fired  my  second  shot  into  her  instead  of  ahead  of  her, 
not  knowing  at  the  time  that  only  three  minutes  elapsed  between  the 
first  shot  ahead  and  the  fourth  shot,  aimed  at  and  ordered  into  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Henry  Preble. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans¬ 
mitting  reports  of  officers  of  the  TJ.  S,  S.  Oneida,  relative  to  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S. 
Florida  (Oreto). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  12,  1862. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  forward  to  the  Navy  Department  a  duplicate  of 
my  full  reports  of  the  chase  of  the  Oreto,  alias  Florida,  this  day  for¬ 
warded  by  me  to  Bear- Admiral  Farragut. 

The  accompanying  statements  from  every  officer  who  was  at  the  time 
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attached  to  the  Oneida  I  have  not  had  time  to  have  duplicated.  Doubt¬ 
less  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  will  forward  them,  as  I  fully  believe  [he] 
exonerates  me  from  all  blame,  and  is  as  much  surprised  at  the  hasty 
action  of  the  President  and  Department  as  I  am,  though  1  have  received 
no  communication  from  him. 

When  at  Pensacola  not  long  since  he  told  me  in  conversation  that 
he  had  written  the  Department  that  he  did  not  see  any  blame  could  be 
attached  to  me  for  the  escape  of  the  Oreto ,  but  that  it  was  owing  (I 
quote  his  words)  “to  damned  bad  shooting.”  I  can  safely  say  her 
escape  was  mainly  due  to  her  superior  speed  and  the  want  of  steam  on 
this  vessel,  which  my  report  will  show  you  was  run  down  [from]  24 
pounds  to  14  in  the  chase. 

Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

Commander. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 


Report  of  Surgeon  Taylor,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S. 

Florida  ( Oreto ). 


U.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  Ala.,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  request  I  have  to  state  such  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  as  came  under  my  observation  attending  the  chase  of  the  rebel 
steamer  Oreto  (or  Orieto)  by  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of  September 
4,  ultimo. 

Having  nothing  at  once  to  employ  me  in  my  own  department  beyond 
being  prepared  for  action,  1  remained  on  the  quarter-deck  deeply 
interested  in  the  events  that  were  transpiring. 

Immediately  upon  a  strange  sail  being  reported,  the  Oneida  got 
underway  at  5:30  p.  m.  and  stood  seaward  in  his  direction,  beating  to 
quarters  soon  afterwards.  The  gunboat  Winona ,  our  only  consort  on 
this  blockade  at  the  time,  was  also  ordered  by  you  to  chase  at  discre¬ 
tion  and  came  up  on  our  starboard  beam.  The  Winona  had  but  just 
returned  from  chasing  to  the  westward  a  schooner  which  proved  to  be 
the  Rachel  Seaman.  All  these  movements  were  made  with  prompt¬ 
itude,  and  this  ship  was  cleared  for  action  long  before  she  was  within 
gunshot  of  the  stranger. 

The  latter,  steering  directly  for  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  was  soon 
near  enough  to  show  himself  to  be  a  barkentine-rigged  propeller  with 
topgallant  yards  crossed,  bearing  the  English  ensign  at  the  peak, 
apparently  deeply  laden,  and  mounting  several  guns;  altogether  having 
the  appearance  of  a  British  gunboat. 

The  Oneida  was  not  making  a  high  rate  of  speed  on  account  of  using- 
only  one  boiler.  The  other  was  undergoing  some  necessary  and  almost 
completed  repairs.  But  as  the  strange  steamer  approached,  our  course 
was  altered  a  little  so  as  to  cross  his  bows;  a  maneuver  which  the 
Winona  not  imitating,  fell  a  considerable  way  astern  of  him. 

When  within  probably  one-fourth  of  a  mile  a  shot  was  fired  to  bring 
him  to,  and  when  still  nearer  he  was  hailed  by  yourself  and  another 
shot  fired  across  his  bows,  none  of  which  elicited  any  attention  what¬ 
ever.  It  was  observed  that  there  were  very  few  men  visible  about  his 
decks. 
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The  two  ships  were  now  near  to  each  other.  The  stranger  appeared 
to  swerve  a  little  from  his  course,  it  may  be  to  avoid  collision,  an  event 
which,  had  both  held  on,  seemed  not  at  all  improbable.  The  Oneida 
then  put  her  helm  starboard,  thus  bringing  the  two  vessels  nearly  abeam 
of  each  other,  and  this  was  truly  the  critical  moment  for  the  Oreto. 
As  she  continued  to  pass  us  with  undiminished  speed,  her  real  inten¬ 
tion  began  to  be  evident  ;  another  shot  was  tired  very  near,  and  imme¬ 
diately  by  your  order  the  starboard  broadside  opened  upon  her. 
The  enemy  at  once  hauled  down  the  English  colors  and  commenced 
training  his  guns  upon  us,  though  he  did  not  tire  at  that  time,  but  soon 
after  attempted  to  make  sail. 

From  the  instant  the  true  character  of  the  disguised  steamer  became 
known  to  you,  the  fire  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Winona , 
was  unremittingly  kept  up,  until  darkness  and  distance  and  the  prox¬ 
imity  of  shoal  water  put  an  end  to  the  chase. 

When  at  the  space  of  perhaps  1,000  or  1,500  yards  and  nearly  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  rebel  vessel  tired  a  shot,  and  after  some 
interval  another,  both  of  which  passed  away  harmlessly. 

The  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  was  a  distant  spectator  of  all  this  scene 
and  tired  a  few  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  Oreto. 

I  cheerfully  bear  witness,  sir,  that  on  this  occasion,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends  of  such  matters,  you  did  your  utmost  to  capture 
or  destroy  this  vessel  of  the  enemy  from  the  moment  you  recognized 
her  as  such,  and  that  the  ship  was  cleared  for  action  in  due  time; 
neither  did  you  in  any  manner  whatever  manifest  a  want  of  energy  or 
zeal  in  your  official  acts. 

Of  course  it  is  easy  to  see  now,  when  we,  are  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts,  how  this  affair  might  have  been  made  to  terminate  in  another 
way;  but  how  shall  any  one  say  conscientiously  that  under  precisely 
similar  circumstances  he  would  have  acted  differently?  And  what  man 
might  not  hesitate  one  moment  only  when  his  next  step  may  do  a 
grievous  and  irreparable  injury  to  the  nag  and  honor  of  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  yet,  at  least  ostensibly,  at  peace"? 

In  relation  to  the  third  and  last  question  contained  in  your  note  of 
this  morning,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  say,  that  wliat  the  ‘‘plainest 
and  most  ordinary  duties  committed  to  an  officer”  are  I  do  not  know. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  my  sincere  regret  at 
an  event  which  has  rendered  necessary  this  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Y.  Taylor, 
Surgeon ,  U.  S.  S.  Onedia. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  Off  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Report  of  Paymaster  Hassler,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  C.  S. 

'  S.  Florida  {Oreto). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  this 
date  I  would  make  the  following  statement  of  the  circumstances  so  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends  attending  the  chase  of  the  Oreto  by  this  ship 
on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  September  4. 

I  think  it  was  about  half  past  5  o’clock  that  I  heard  of  a  sail  being- 
reported  to  the  eastward,  and  shortly  after  going  on  deck  saw  black 
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smoke  in  that  direction,  which  was  steadily  approaching  us.  We  soon 
got  underway  and  steamed,  slowly,  however,  directly  toward  the  stran¬ 
ger. 

That  the  crew  were  at  quarters  some  time  before  we  came  up  to  the 
Oreto  I  can  affirm,  as  I  did  not  leave  the  poop  till  after  the  rattle  had 
been  sprung,  delaying  there  a  few  minutes  longer,  expecting  that  the 
approaching  English  gunboat  would  heave  to  on  our  first  fire,  but  as 
she  did  not,  I  went  below  upon  the  second  firing  of  the  forecastle  gun, 
and  am  therefore  unable  to  give  an  account  of  the  action  that  followed. 

During  the  morning  1  had  heard  that  the  fires  had  been  hauled  from 
under  one  of  our  boilers  to  allow  of  necessary  repairs  to  the  tubes,  some 
of  which  had  become  entirely  corroded,  iron  being  used  in  their  manu¬ 
facture  instead  of  composition.  I  heard  the  order  given.to  lay  the  fires 
about  half  past  2. 

I  do  not  think  more  than  four  shots  had  been  fired  when,  being  in 
the  ward  room,  I  heard  you  on  deck  give  the  order  several  times  to  go 
ahead  faster,  and  on  going  out  into  the  steerage  country  enquired  what 
was  the  matter,  when  one  of  the  engineers  told  me  the  engines  were 
doing  the  best  the  steam  would  then  allow,  owing  to  the  recent  repairs 
to  one  of  the  boilers.  Thus  our  want  of  steam,  caused  by  a  mistaken 
idea  of  economy,  in  using  iron  pipes  in  the  boilers  of  this  ship,  may 
have  beeu  the  real  and  only  cause  that  prevented  us  from  keeping  up 
with  and  overtaking  the  Oreto ,  and  finally  capturing  or  destroying  the 
enemy.  Soon  I  noticed,  hearing  the  increased  distance  given  for  firing, 
that  the  Oreto  was  rapidly  leaving  us.  I  noticed  also  that  the  whole 
of  our  starboard  battery  was  discharged  at  once,  because,  as  I  after¬ 
wards  heard,  the  smoke  of  our  guns  was  blown  so  as  to  hide  the  chase 
and  prevent  accurate  aim.  When  I  went  on  deck  we  were  in  about  3 
fathoms  water,  as  I  heard  from  the  leadsman;  was  quite  under  cover 
of  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan. 

I  quote  from  your  note:  “Did  you  perceive  any  want  of  energy,  zeal, 
or  vigilance  on  my  part"?”  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary,  the  energy  and 
zeal  with  which  you  began  the  action,  and,  as  far  [as]  my  observation 
extended,  continued  it,  will  always  be  remembered  by  me.  Of  vigilance 
there  certainly  was  no  neglect,  for  the  Winona  would  doubtless  have 
been  at  her  station  to  the  eastward  had  not  your  vigilance  sent  her  to 
chase  a  schooner  to  the  westward — a  schooner  that  did  not  display  any 
flag  during  the  chase  by  the  Winona,  nor,  I  hear,  afterwards  during  the 
action.  This  was  the  Rachel  Seaman. 

Had  there  been  more  vessels  under  your  command,  I  feel  assured  one 
would  have  been  then  stationed  to  the  eastward  of  the  fort,  as  you  had 
previously  ordered.  It  seems  strange  that  the  Oneida  and  the  Winona 
were  the  only  vessels  here  at  that  special  time  to  guard  this  important 
port,  while  both  before  and  since  as  many  as  six  have  been  on  the  sta¬ 
tion  at  once — the  others  then  undergoing  repairs  at  Pensacola. 

That  the  ship  was  cleared  for  action  and  the  crew  at  quarters  I  have 
stated  above,  and  that  you  did  not  fail  to  do  your  “utmost  to  overtake, 
capture,  or  destroy  the  vessel  we  were  pursuing,”  was  evident  to  myself, 
who  heard  your  repeated  orders  for  quicker  firing  and  cautions  to 
greater  accuracy  of  aim,  as  well  as  those  to  the  engineers. 

1  ag’aiu  quote  your  note :  “  What  duty  the  plainest  and  most  ordinary 
committed  to  an  officer,  did  I  omit  on  that  occasion  ?”  1  have  carefully 
read  the  act  approved  July  17,  1862,  articles  1  and  2,  and  paragraphs 
9  and  10  of  article 3,  which  relate  to  “commanders  of  vessels,”  and  can 
not  imagine  any  duty  there  enumerated  which  you  failed  to  perform  on 
that  occasion.  You  advanced  toward  the  stranger  with  your  crew  at 
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quarters;  you  gave  battle;  you  chased  him  and  endeavored  to  overtake 
and  capture  or  destroy  that  vessel  of  the  enemy,  which  it  was  your  duty 
to  encounter. 

Hoping  you  will  excuse  the  seeming  freedom  with  which  this  is 
written, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Hassler, 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble,  Paymaster. 

TJ.  8.  8.  Oneida. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Green,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of 

C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto ). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  10 ,  1862 , 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  requesting  a  statement  of  the  chase  of  the  rebel  steamer 
Oreto  by  this  ship  on  the  4th  ultimo,  and  also  answers  to  several  ques¬ 
tions  concerning  that  affair. 

The  steamer  was  first  seen  about  5  p.  m.,  bearing  about  S.  to  S.  B. 
by  S.,  and  upon  black  smoke  being  seen  from  her  the  order  was  given 
to  spread  the  fires  and  call  all  hands  up  anchor.  The  anchor  being 
up,  this  ship  steamed  out  toward  the  strange  sail,  the  awnings  being 
furled,  decks  cleared,  and  crew  called  to  quarters  in  ample  time  for  any 
emergency. 

The  stranger  stood  on  about  N.  W.,  and  as  we  neared  him  our  helm 
was  apparently  put  to  starboard  so  as  not  to  shoot  past  him,  but  to 
range  up  alongside.  I  say  apparently,  because  as  I  was  stationed  upon 
the  forecastle  I  could  hear  no  orders  which  were  given  from  the  after¬ 
part  of  the  ship. 

While  we  were  turning  I  was  ordered  by  the  first  lieutenant  from  the 
bridge  to  throw  a  shot  across  the  stranger’s  bows  from  the  pivot  rifle. 
I  obeyed,  and,  reloading  instantly,  was  ordered  to  repeat  the  shot, 
which  I  did,  and  was  then  ordered  to  fire  close  across  his  forefoot, 
which  shot  I  aimed  and  fired  myself,  the  shot  striking  close  under  his 
bows.  The  order  was  then  given  to  fire  into  the  stranger  and  the  fire 
was  kept  up  as  long  as  there  was  the  least  chance  of  hitting  him.  But 
for  his  superior  speed,  which  enabled  him  to  draw  ahead  of  us,  nothing 
could  have  saved  him  from  capture  and  destruction. 

The  resemblance  to  a  regular  English  gunboat  was  perfect,  and  I 
must  confess  that  until  the  Oreto  was  close  to  us  I  felt  sure  that  the 
stranger  was  one  of  the  numerous  English  men-of-war  which  I  have 
seen  inspecting  the  blockade  during  the  last  fifteen  months. 

The  first  three  of  your  questions,  sir,  I  believe  I  have  answered  in 
the  above  remarks.  With  regard  to  the  fourth,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
hoped  that  the  second  shot  would  have  been  fired  into  the  stranger, 
even  had  he  proved  afterwards  to  be  an  English  man-of-war. 

Hoping,  sir,  that  the  apparently  hasty  manner  in  which  your  case 
has  been  treated  may  be  reconsidered,  and  that  we  may  soon  welcome 
you  to  command  this  ship  again, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  M.  Green, 
Acting  Master ,  U.  8.  Navy . 

Commander  George  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Edwards,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  of  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S. 

Florida  ( Oreto ). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  make  the  following  state¬ 
ment,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  relating  to  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  the  chase  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Oreto  by  this  ship:  On  the  evening 
of  September  4,  near  5  p.  m.,  I  heard  the  masthead  lookout  report  a  sail 
bearing  about  S.  E.  Made  her  out  to  be  a  steamer  making  a  black 
smoke.  The  Winona  was  immediately  signaled  to  chase  strange 
steamer,  which  she  did. 

The  order  was  then  given  by  you  to  get  underway.  At  5 :  30  p.  m. 
we  got  underway  and  stood  towards  strange  steamer,  which  at  that 
time  had  every  appearance  in  hull  and  rig  of  being  an  English  gunboat, 
steadily  approaching  us.  As  soon  as  we  were  underway  the  order  was 
given  by  you  to  beat  to  quarters  and  clear  the  ship  for  action.  At  5 : 45 
p.  m.  the  stranger  approached  near  enough  to  make  him  out  distinctly 
to  be  a  barkentine-rigged  vessel  flying  an  English  pennant  and  ensign. 
At  6  we  came  within  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  her  and  fired  one 
shot  across  her  bow.  She  paid  no  attention  to  it;  hailed  her,  and  fired 
two  more  across  her  bow,  receiving  no  answer.  We  then  fired  into 
her,  she  hauling  down  her  colors  and  set  her  fore-topsail  and  fore¬ 
topgallant  sail.  The  order  was  then  given  to  starboard  our  helm  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  ship  in  position,  that  our  guns  might  be 
trained  upon  her,  as  she  was  much  faster  than  this  ship  and  soon 
steamed  ahead  of  us,  we  having  steam  in  one  boiler  only,  finding  it  nec¬ 
essary  to  repair  the  other.  I  heard  your  orders  repeatedly  given  to  go 
ahead  faster.  We  continued  the  chase  and  fired  upon  her  until  she 
was  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.  At  about  6 : 30 
p.  m.,  it  being  too  dark  to  see  the  objects  on  shore  and  in  3  fathoms 
water,  ceased  firing  and  hauled  off. 

In  my  opinion  your  ship  was  prepared  and  cleared  for  action  in  the 
promptest  manner,  and  under  the  circumstances  you  left  nothing 
undone  that  could  have  been  done,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
you  did  your  utmost  to  take,  capture,  and  destroy  the  vessel  you  were 
in  pursuit  of.  There  is  no  duty  that  I  could  see  at  the  time  that  you 
omitted,  and  you  showed  the  greatest  energy,  zeal,  and  anxiety  to  over¬ 
take  and  capture  the  chase. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Edwards, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

U.  8.  Steam,  Sloop  Oneida. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Ross,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Florida  {Oreto). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  make  the  following  state¬ 
ment: 

On  September  4  at  5  p.  m.  the  masthead  lookout  reported  a  sail  to 
the  southeast.  You  gave  orders  to  get  underway  and  stand  toward 
her;  immediately  after  getting  underway,  cleared  for  action.  As  we 
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neared  the  stranger  I  saw  she  iiad  the  English  ensign  and  pennant  fly¬ 
ing,  and  from  her  build  and  spars  supposed  her  to  be  an  English  gun¬ 
boat.  When  about  a  mile  from  ber  you  gave  orders  to  go  to  quarters. 
I  repaired  to  my  station  on  the  berth  deck  and  got  everything  ready 
for  battle.  1  then  went  up  to  the  fore-hatch  ladder  to  see  if  the  men 
were  in  their  stations  to  receive  ammunition  on  the  spar  deck,  and  saw 
the  stranger  about  2  cables’  lengths  from  us  and  2  points  forward  our 
starboard  beam.  You  gave  orders  to  starboard  our  helm  as  he  was 
crossing  our  bows,  which  brought  him  more  abeam.  You  then  gave 
orders  to  tire  a  shot  across  his  bows  from  the  forecastle  gun ;  this  and 
another  being  fired,  and  the  starboard  battery  with  both  pivot  guns 
(Xl-inch)  trained  on  the  stranger,  1  went  below. 

I  heard  in  all  3  guns  from  the  forecastle,  and  then  the  order  to  fire  into 
her.  The  firing  was  continued  for  half  an  hour,  when  I  received  orders 
to  close  the  magazine  and  shell  room.  After  doing  so  I  went  on  deck 
and  saw  the  strange  steamer  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Fort 
Morgan,  and  that  we  had  chased  her  within  the  range  of  the  fort.  As 
we  were  in  shoal  water,  and  it  being  too  dark  to  distinguish  land 
objects,  we  had  hauled  off  for  an  anchorage. 

1  consider  you  did  all  that  could  have  been  done  to  capture  the 
steamer  after  discovering  she  was  an  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elijah  Boss, 

Acting  Master. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida. 


Report  of  Captain’s  Clerk  Dalton,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S. 

Florida  ( Oreto ). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  make  the  following  statement  of  my 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  chase  of  the  Oreto,  on 
the  occasion  of  her  running  the  blockade  into  Mobile  Bay  on  the  4th 
ultimo.  The  time  given  is  according  to  the  deck  timepiece. 

It  was  5:05  p.  m.  that  she  hove  in  sight.  The  Winona  being  under¬ 
way,  having  just  then  spoken  the  Racltel  Seaman,  you  directed  me  to 
make  signal  to  the  Winona  to  “chase  at  discretion,”  which  I  did,  she 
answering  it  at  5:15  p.  m.  At  5:30  we  got  underway,  the  stranger 
then  being  distant,  I  should  think,  about  0  or  1  miles.  Seeing  that  she 
wore  the  English  ensign  and  pennant,  the  ship  was,  by  your  order, 
cleared  for  action,  and  at  5:45  p.  m.  all  hands  were  at  quarters. 

We  neared  the  stranger,  and  when  within  speaking  distance  you 
hailed  him  from  the  poop,  but  receiving  no  answer  you  ordered  a  shot 
to  be  fired  across  his  bows,  which  was  done,  followed  by  two  others  in 
rapid  succession.  This  was  at  G  o’clock,  and  at  6:03  the  stranger  not 
heeding  the  shots  across  his  bows,  you  gave  orders  to  “fire  into  him,” 
which  was  instantly  commenced  by  the  XI  inch  guns,  followed  by  fore¬ 
castle  pivot  rifle  and  the  starboard  battery.  At  6:05  the  English  flag 
was  hauled  down,  but,  his  engines  still  working,  you  directed  the  firing 
to  be  continued.  At  6 : 10  he  attempted  to  make  sail,  but  only  partially 
succeeded. 
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The  firing  continued  unabated  until  0:27  p.  m.,  when  it  ceased,  the 
rebel,  being  so  much  faster  than  this  vessel,  having  succeeded  in  getting 
into  the  main  channel  leading  into  the  bay. 

I  was  on  the  poop  with  you  most  of  the  time,  being  sent  by  you  sev¬ 
eral  times  to  the  engine  room  to  enquire  if  we  could  not  increase  our 
speed,  each  time  receiving  the  answer  from  the  engineer  on  watch  that 
they  could  go  no  faster. 

When  we  had  rounded  to  and  abandoned  the  chase,  you  called  to  the 
first  lieutenant  and  asked  if  there  was  no  way  in  which  we  could  get 
in  and  “catch  that  fellow,”  exhibiting  the  utmost  anxiety  to  capture  or 
destroy  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Frank  Dalton, 

Captain’s  Cleric. 

Commander  Geo.  Henry  Preble, 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida. 


Joint  statement  of  assistant  engineers,  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  the  C,  S.  S. 

Florida  (  Oreto ). 

U.  8.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  October  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  of  September  last,  when  the  steamer  Oreto  ran  in 
Mobile  Bay,  the  chances  for  her  capture  were  most  unfavorable.  We 
had  during  the  day  been  repairing  one  of  our  boilers,  and  bad  started 
fires  under  it  only  a  short  time  previous  to  the  steamer  making  her 
appearance.  The  boilers  had  not  sufficient  time  to  generate  steam. 
We  were  therefore  deprived  of  half  our  power  and  compelled  to  con¬ 
fine  our  speed  to  a  much  smaller  limit  than  our  maximum.  Had  the 
affair  occurred  an  hour  later  the  result  would  have  been  different. 

Your  energy  as  displayed  on  that  occasion  could  certainly  not  have 
been  questioned  by  those  who  were  familiar  with  the  circumstances. 
Everything  was  done  that  could  have  been  done  to  defeat  her  inten¬ 
tions,  and  no  exertion  was  left  untried  to  prevent  her  entering. 

The  escape  of  the  Oreto  could  not,  in  our  opinion,  have  been  justly 
attributed  to  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  your  part,  whilst  the  existing 
circumstances  were  so  favorable  to  her. 

Hoping  the  affair  may  be  reviewed  in  its  proper  light,  and  you 
absolved  from  all  blame  or  censure, 

We  remain,  your  obedient  servants, 

Jas.  H.  Morrison, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

Horace  McMitrtrie, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

R.  H.  Fitch, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer. 

Wi.  D.  McIlvaine, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

Alfred  S.  Brower, 

Third  Assistant  Engineer. 

[Commander  G.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Oneida.] 
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Report  of  Midshipman  Xaile,  U.  S.  Xavy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  reqardinq  the  escape  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto ). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  make  the  following  state¬ 
ment  in  regard  to  the  Oreto: 

I  was  officer  of  the  deck  on  the  afternoon  of  September  4  at  the 
time  the  Oreto  ran  the  blockade.  At  5:05  a  steamer  was  reported 
bearing  S.  E.  by  E.,  making  black  smoke  and  standing  toward  us.  The 
Winona  was  then  returning  from  the  southward  and  westward  from 
chasing  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman.  Signaled  her  to  chase  the 
steamer  at  discretion.  When  first  seen,  was  hull  down,  about  10  miles 
off,  and  was  reported  by  the  masthead  lookout  to  be  the  Susquehanna 
and  supposed  by  us  to  be  the  Connecticut.  At  5:30  got  underway  and 
stood  toward  her.  She  was  then  distant  about  7  miles.  At  5 :45  went 
to  quarters;  discerned  her  to  be  a  barken  tine-rigged  steamer  flying 
English  pennant  and  ensign  and  having  every  appearance  of  being  an 
English  gunboat,  which  everyone  on  board  supposed  her  to  be.  At  6 
fired  a  shot  across  her  bows;  she  paid  no  attention  to  it;  hailed  her 
and  fired  two  more.  Receiving  no  reply,  we  fired  into  her.  She  trained 
her  guns  onto  us,  but  did  not  fire.  Continued  the  chase  until  0:30, 
when,  being  in  shoal  water  and  too  dark  to  distinguish  objects  on  shore, 
ceased  filing  and  hauled  off. 

The  Winona ,  after  answering  our  signal,  stood  so  as  to  come  up  astern 
of  the  strange  steamer  and  kept  that  position  during  tlie  chase.  She, 
as  well  as  the  Rachel  Seaman ,  opened  fire  on  the  steamer  immediately 
after  we  did. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ered.  J.  Haile, 

Midshipman. 

Commander  Gr.  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Report  of  Midshipman  Wood,  U.  S.  Xavy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Florida  (Oreto). 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile  Bay ,  October  9,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  comjfliance  with  your  request,  I  make  the  following  statement 
of  all  that  I  can  recollect  as  having  come  under  my  observation  during 
the  chase  of  the  rebel  gunboat  Oreto  into  Mobile  Bay  on  the  evening  of 
September  4 : 

At  about  5:30  heard  all  hands  called  to  quarters,  went  to  my  station 
on  deck,  found  Oneida  standing  toward  a  strange  steamer  bearing  to 
the  eastward  of  us,  making  black  smoke,  and  distant  about  5  miles. 
At  about  6  made  stranger  out  to  be  a  brigantine  Hying  English  ensign 
and  pennant,  and  heading  directly  for  us.  She  carried  eight  broadside 
and  one  or  two  pivot  guns;  looked  exactly  like  English  gunboats  that 
I  have  seen  along  our  coast.  When  she  came  within  rifle  range  fired  a 
shot  across  her  bow,  but  she  continued  on  her  course,  paying  no  atten¬ 
tion  to  it;  fired  a  shot  across  her  forefoot,  but  without  heaving  her  to; 
fired  a  second  shot  across  her  forefoot,  but  with  the  same  result  as 
before.  She  was  now  within  hailing  distance.  Captain  Preble  hailed 
her,  but  receiving  no  answer  he  gave  orders  to  fire  into  her,  which  was 
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done  by  all  tlie  starboard  battery  and  by  both  Xl-inch  guns.  The 
enemy  then  hauled  down  his  colors,  put  his  helm  aport,  and  tried  to 
run  away  from  us.  At  this  time  we  were  standing  directly  across  his 
bow,  so  we  pnt  onr  helm  aport  and  followed  him.  But  he  gained  on 
us  so  rapidly  that  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  we  increased  our  eleva¬ 
tion  from  400  to  1,500  yards.  Captain  Preble  gave  orders  to  go  ahead 
as  fast  as  possible ;  heard  answer  returned  from  engine  room  that  we 
were  doing  our  best.  It  was  now  getting  dark,  the  enemy  was  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  Oneida  was  in  3£  fathoms  water,  she  had 
no  pilot,  and  the  chase  was  therefore  given  up.  Every  preparation  had 
been  made  for  battle  before  the  enemy  was  within  3  or  4  miles  of  us, 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  destroy  him  from  the  moment  Ins  true 
character  became  known.  I  will  here  state  that  in  firing  the  after 
Xl-inch  gun  the  ship  rolled  so  heavily  and  with  such  a  quick,  rapid 
motion  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  take  anything  like  accurate 
aim.  Besides,  from  the  time  we  fired  our  first  broadside  the  Oreto  was 
so  completely  enveloped  in  smoke  that  we  could  only  judge  of  her  posi¬ 
tion  by  the  black  smoke  which  she  made. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Wood, 

Midshipman. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Oneida. 


Report  of  Acting  Boatswain  Her  old,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of 

C.  iS.  S.  Florida  {Oreto). 


G.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile ,  October  8,  1862. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1862,  between  the  hours  of  4  and  5  p.  m., 
a  sail  was  reported  from  the  masthead,  said  by  the  lookout  to  be  the 
U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna.  We  immediately  got  underway  and  stood  for 
her,  and  called  all  hands  to  quarters.  I  then  went  to  the  masthead, 
that  being  my  station  at  quarters,  when  on  looking  at  the  sail  through 
the  glass  I  preceived  she  was  a  steamer,  flying  English  colors,  and  I 
took  her  to  be  a  man-of-war.  We  stood  on  until  we  got  within  range 
of  her,  when  we  fired  a  shot  from  the  30-pounder  pivot  rifle  gun  across 
her  bows.  Previous  to  this  I  could  plainly  see  about  20  or  30  men  on 
her  deck,  but  after  we  fired  the  first  shot  all  but  two  or  three  went 
below,  which  could  not  be  seen  from  onr  deck;  she  then  ran  across  our 
bows,  at  which  time  I  saw  only  one  man  forward,  one  running  aft,  and 
one  at  the  wheel.  Our  captain  then  hailed  her,  but  received  no 
answer,  and  we  then  fired  two  more  shots  across  her  bows,  when  she 
hauled  down  the  English  flag.  This  at  first  I  took  to  be  done  in  token 
of  her  surrender,  but  immediately  afterwards  I  saw  a  number  of  men 
come  up  from  below  and  go  forward,  I  thought  for  the  purpose  of  man¬ 
ning  the  pivot  gun,  but  they  went  aloft  and  loosed  the  fore- topsail  and 
topgallant  sail  which  were  then  set. 

The  steamer  carried  six  broadside  guns  and  one  10-incli  pivot  gun 
forward,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  While  they  were  loosing  the 
sails  we  fired  into  her  and  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  until  she  got  out 
of  our  range.  Several  of  our  shot  struck  her,  though  she  did  not 
for  a  moment  slacken  her  speed.  Finding  that  she  continued  to  gain 
on  us  rapidly,  and  as  we  were  now  very  close  to  the  ruined  light-house 
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on  Sand  Island,  it  being  now  dark,  we  wore  round  and  returned  to  the 
anchorage. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Herold, 

Acting  Boatswain. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Report  of  Acting  Gunner  FarTcer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida,  regarding  the  escape  of 

the  C.  S.  S.  Florida  ( Oreto ). 


IT.  S.  S.  Oneida, 

Off  Mobile,  October  9,  1862. 

At  about  5  p.  m.  of  September  4  a  sail  was  reported  coming  from 
southward  and  eastward,  and  by  the  lookout  man  said  to  be  the  U.  S. 
S.  Susquehanna.  She  proved  to  be  a  screw  steamer  and  was  making 
black  smoke.  W e  immediately  got  underway  and  stood  for  her  and 
then  went  to  quarters.  I  repaired  to  the  magazine,  which,  by  the 
orders  of  the  officer  of  the  division,  I  opened  and  passed  up  the  ammu¬ 
nition. 

We  remained  at  quarters  about  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  during 
which  time  we  fired  the  following  projectiles,  viz,  19  Dahlgren  shells 
and  3  Schenkl  shells  from  the  30-pounder  rifles;  10  5-second  shells, 
2  10-second  shells,  and  2  shrapnel  from  the  Xl-inch  pivot,  and  1  5-sec 
ond  shell  from  32-pounder. 

After  the  retreat,  having  secured  the  magazine,  I  went  on  deek,  and 
it  being  dark  I  could  see  nothing  of  the  stranger.  We  then  returned 
to  the  anchorage. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

William  Parker, 

Acting  Gunner. 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Oneida. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N avy,  commanding  W estern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  behalf  of  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay ,  October  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  regret  that  my  statement  of  Commander  Preble’s  case  should 
have  drawn  upon  him  such  summary  and  severe  punishment.  That  he 
deserved  some  censure  for  his  hesitation  to  act  or  fire  is  to  me  clear, 
but  when  it  is  considered  how  desirous  the  Government  has  been  to 
avoid  giving  offense  to  foreign  nations  in  enforcing  our  blockade,  I  feel 
assured  that  Commander  Preble’s  hesitation  arose  purely  from  that 
cause. 

The  Oreto  was  flying  the  English  flag  and  pennant,  and  he  feared 
she  might  be  a  British  man-of-war,  and  having  more  confidence  in  the 
gunnery  of  his  crew  than  the  result  proved  that  they  deserved,  he  lost 
three  minutes  that  were  never  to  be  regained,  as  every  moment  increased 
the  space  between  the  vessels,  and  made  it  more  difficult  for  Captain 
Preble  to  bring  his  guns  to  bear  without  losing  by  yawing  his  vessel. 


456 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — UNION. 


As  tlie  effect  of  all  punishment  is  principally  intended  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  offenses  rather  than  to  punish  the  individual,  I  think  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  that  this  effect  has  in  the  present  instance  been 
obtained  upon  the  entire  FTavy,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  grant  Commander  Preble  a  hearing  before  a  court-martial  or 
court  of  enquiry,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  show  his  country  and  his  family 
that  he  has  not  sullied  the  brilliant  escutcheon  of  his  grandsire  by  any 
want  of  fidelity  to  his  country. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  President  as  well  as  yourself  may  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  grant  this  favor  to  one  who  has  served  his  country 
faithfully  with  unblemished  character  up  to  the  moment  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  occurrence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 
to  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  expressing  regret  at  the  action  of  the  Navy 
Department  in  dismissing  the  latter  from  the  service. 

Flagship  Hartford, 
Pensacola  Bay ,  October  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communications  of  this  date,  and  in  reply 
have  to  state  that  I  thought  I  had  answered  all  those  questions  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  [14th  instant].  I  therein  stated  that  the  neglect  was 
an  apparent  one,  but  that  you  had  shown  every  vigilance  by  seeing  the 
vessel  in  time,  and  was  alongside  of  her  in  time,  and  the  only  fault  I 
found  with  you  was  not  firing  at  her  sooner,  which  was  caused  no  doubt 
by  your  supposing  her  to  be  an  English  vessel  of  war,  and  I  supposed 
the  hesitation  of  the  three  minutes,  together  with  the  bad  firing,  was 
the  cause  of  the  loss  of  the  prize.  I  have  stated  all  these  facts  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  asked  him  to  allow  you  a  court 
of  enquiry  or  court-martial  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  clearing  your¬ 
self  from  any  other  charge  than  that  of  a  moment’s  hesitation  to  fire 
on  a  vessel  which  you  supposed  for  the  instant  was  or  might  be  of  a 
friendly  nation.  I  imputed  nothing  more  to  you  in  my  letter  to  the 
Department,  and  1  have  also  informed  it  that  you  were  not  responsible 
for  the  bad  firing,  as  you  had  but  recently  taken  command  of  the  ves¬ 
sel,  but  if  there  was  any  swell  on  I  can  readily  understand  that  no  one 
could  insure  good  firing  from  one  of  our  gunboats,  their  motion  being 
so  quick.  Still,  I  see  by  the  enemy’s  report  of  the  affair  that  they 
say  “they  were  struck  several  times,  had  four  men  killed,  and  several 
wounded.” 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  repeat  my  remark,  that  I  have  always  found 
you  attentive  and  vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  since  under 
my  command,  and  that  I  deeply  regret  that  the  Department  has  dealt 
with  you  so  severely,  and  still  hope  they  will  give  you  a  hearing  before 
a  proper  tribunal. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  Farragut, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
George  H.  Preble, 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Pensacola  Bay. 
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Letter  of  Commander  Thornton,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  G.  H.  Preble,  late  commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  • 
stating  extenuating  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  (Oreto), 
in  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama. 


Astor  House, 

New  Yorlc  City,  November  28,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  should  have  written  to  you  before  but  my  time 
has  been  entirely  occupied  with  the  arrangement  of  my  own  affairs. 

In  regard  to  the  escape  of  the  Ovetta  [Oreto]  and  her  success  in 
running  the  blockade,  I  have  never  heard  but  one  opinion  expressed 
among  our  brother  officers,  and  they  all  with  one  accord  agree  that  it 
was  one  of  those  unfortunate  events  which  no  human  foresight  could 
prevent,  and  one  which  any  and  every  officer  is  liable  to  experience  on 
similar  service.  I  certainly  was  as  much  deceived  in  her  character  as 
yourself,  and  I  felt  satisfied  that  she  was  an  English  man  of-war  desir¬ 
ing  to  communicate  with  the  blockading  vessels. 

Her  English  build  and  rig,  her  English  ensign  and  pennant,  and  her 
boldness  in  approaching  all  served  to  convince  me  that  she  was  a 
British  cruiser.  During  the  whole  period  of  my  service  on  the 
blockade,  the  utmost  vigilance  was  exercised  by  the  different  ves¬ 
sels  of  the  squadron  under  your  command,  and  had  we  been  informed 
(it  was  known  at  Pensacola)  that  a  rebel  vessel  of  that  description 
was  at  sea,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  different  result  might  have  been 
attained,  but  the  information  came  decidedly  too  late. 

After  her  true  character  and  design  were  discovered  every  effortwas 
made  to  capture  or  destroy  her.  That  she  was  struck  several  times  by 
the  fire  of  both  vessels  I  was  certain  at  the  time,  and  the  rebel 
accounts  assert  that  she  was  literally  covered  with  our  projectiles,  and 
that  she  lost  four  men  killed  and  had  a  number  wounded.  There  was 
a  heavy  sea  on  at  the  time,  which  interfered  materially  with  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  the  fire  of  both  the  Oneida  and  Winona. 

The  next  morning  after  the  chase  I  was  sent  in  the  Winona  to  Pen¬ 
sacola  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  admiral.  1  took 
with  me  your  note  communicating  the  event  to  the  admiral,  and  I  also 
had  instructions  to  explain  in  detail  all  tbe  circumstances  connected 
with  the  escape  of  the  Ovetta  [Oreto].  This  I  did  so  far  as  I  was  myself 
informed;  but  at  that  time  I  was  not  aware  that  one  of  the  Oneida's 
boilers  was  disabled,  nor  did  I  become  aware  of  that  fact  until  subse¬ 
quently,  when  I  met  you  on  board  of  the  Rhode  Island  at  Pensacola. 
When  I  reported  to  the  admiral  at  Pensacola,  he  informed  me  that  the 
rebels  had  two  vessels  afloat,  both  of  them  answering  generally  to  the 
description  I  had  given  him  of  the  chase.  I  returned  immediately  to 
Mobile  with  that  information  and  a  letter  from  the  admiral  addressed 
to  yourself. 

1  am  certain  that  every  effort  that  skill,  zeal,  and  energy  could 
dictate  was  made  to  capture  or  destroy  the  Ovetta  [  Oreto]  after  her 
designs  became  manifest,  and  I  now  know  that  the  untimely  accident 
to  one  of  the  Oneida’s  boilers  alone  prevented  her  capture  by  that 
vessel. 

I  fully  believe  that  the  Department  will  rescind  its  hasty  act  of  dis¬ 
mission  and  grant  you  the  customary  “court  of  enquiry”  before  which 
the  evidence  of  your  zeal  and  energy  must  appear  conclusive. 

Truly,  your  friend, 

Jas.  S.  Thornton. 


Commander  Geo.  H.  Preble, 

Cambridge ,  Mass. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  submitting  the 
late  Commander  Preble’s  case  for  consideration. 

Navy  Department,  February  10 , 1863. 

Sir  :  Tlie  Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden,  of  the  Senate,  lias,  on  repeated 
occasions,  expressed  a  very  earnest  desire  that  the  late  Commander 
George  Henry  Preble  should  be  restored  to  the  naval  service.  The 
Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate  have  expressed  similar  views.  Dis¬ 
tinguished  naval  officers  and  others  have  also  united  in  his  behalf.  I 
therefore  feel  it  a  duty  to  submit  his  case  to  you,  and  the  papers  and 
testimonials  relating  thereto  areherewith  transmitted, in  order  that  they 
may  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  should  you  deem  proper  to  renom¬ 
inate  him  to  the  Senate  for  further  service.  In  September  last  the 
name  of  Commander  Preble  was  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  Navy  and 
he  was  dismissed  the  service  for  omitting  to  capture  the  steamer 
Oreto ,  which  in  open  day  passed  the  blockading  force  under  his  com¬ 
mand  and  entered  the  harbor  of  Mobile.  The  dismissal  took  place  on 
his  own  report  of  the  facts,  forwarded  by  Admiral  Farragut,  his  com¬ 
manding  officer  on  the  Western  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Preble  subsequently  made  two  additional  reports  of  the 
occurrence,  in  neither  of  which  did  he  succeed  in  relieving  himself  of 
the  delinquency  or  fault  which  led  to  his  dismissal.  Dissatisfied  with 
the  action  of  the  Government,  Commander  Preble  procured  certificates 
from  the  officers  associated  with  him  on  the  Oneida ,  also  from  Admiral 
Farragut  and  from  others,  and  claiming  he  had  done  right,  declaring 
that  under  like  circumstances  he  would  again  do  as  he  had  done  on  the 
occasion  of  the  escape  of  the  Oreto ,  he  and  his  friends  urged  a  revoca¬ 
tion  of  the  order  for  his  dismissal.  Under  the  persistent  declaration 
that  he  had  done  right  and  his  whole  duty,  together  with  the  appeals 
of  sympathizing  friends,  his  case,  as  stated  and  presented  by  himself 
in  his  letters  or  reports,  was  submitted,  without  other  testimony  or 
statement,  to  three  highly  intelligent  naval  officers,  who,  after  delib¬ 
eration,  reported  that  he  had  failed  to  “perform  his  whole  duty  as 
senior  officer  of  the  force  blockading  Mobile,  and,  further,  that  he  did 
not  do  his  utmost  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  steamer  Oreto  into  the 
harbor,  as  appears  from  the  statement  contained  in  his  report  of  Sep¬ 
tember  6  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  to  the  effect  that  if  he  had  known 
the  character  of  the  vessel  he  could  have  run  her  down.” 

After  this  decision  of  the  board  of  naval  officers  Commander  Preble 
acknowledged  an  error  of  judgment  on  bis  part  in  the  escape  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Oreto ,  and  requested  a  restoration. 

The  board  of  officers  who  passed  upon  his  case,  in  the  belief  that 
the  example  already  made  has  had  its  full  effect  in  guarding  against  a 
repetition  of  like  negligence  in  future,  and  in  sympathy  with  an  officer 
who  they  say  was  much  respected  and  beloved  for  his  estimable  and 
amiable  qualities  and  for  his  unimpeachable  character,  have  asked  as 
an  act  of  grace  and  clemency  that  he  might  be  restored  to  the  naval 
service. 

Admiral  Farragut  has  indicated  similar  views,  as  have  Senators  and 
others  wTho  are  interested  in  his  behalf,  and  who  express  their  con¬ 
viction  that  his  restoration  at  this  time  would  be  no  detriment  to  the 
service. 

Although  not  fully  satisfied  that  the  period  has  arrived  when,  if  ever, 
he  should  be  restored,  I  am  unwilling  to  do  Commander  Preble  or  his 
friends  injustice  or  to  commit  or  omit  any  act  whereby  the  service 
would  be  injured,  especially  through  what  might  seem  unnecessary  and 
continued  severity. 
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Commander  Preble  committed,  as  be  reluctantly  admits,  an  error  of 
judgment.  It  was  committed  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  responsible  duties  with  which  he  was  ever  entrusted. 

He  also  exhibited  a  want  of  mental  resources  by  failing  in  that  crit¬ 
ical  emergency  to  do  his  whole  duty,  whereby  the  service  and  the  whole 
country  have  suffered  great  injury,  but  it  is  due  to  him  to  say  that 
neither  then  nor  at  any  time  has  his  loyalty  been  questioned.  He  is 
charged  with  no  venal  offense.  For  twenty- seven  years  he  has  been 
an  officer  of  the  Navy,  and  if  he  has  not  been  distinguished  for  vigor 
he  has  borne  an  unblemished  record. 

His  fault  was  one  that  demanded  prompt  and  decisive  action,  and  in 
advising  his  dismissal  the  Department  performed  an  unpleasant  but 
imperative  duty.  Had  the  offense  been  the  result  of  any  other  cause 
than  mtirmity  of  judgment  the  highest  penalty  of  the  law  might  have 
been  inflicted.  Less  punishment  than  dismissal  for  such  neglect,  in 
such  a  crisis,  would  not  have  been  justifiable. 

Whether  “the  example  has  already  had  its  full  effect,”  as  suggested 
by  the  distinguished  naval  officers  who  intercede  in  his  behalf,  and 
whether  the  Navy  would  regard  his  restoration  as  an  act  of  grace  and 
favor  to  itself,  are  matters  on  which  there  may  be  honest  difference. 

While  I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  his  restoration,  I  can  not, 
after  the  request  of  Senator  Fessenden  and  the  Naval  Committee,  and 
the  appeal  that  had  been  made  in  his  behalf  by  other  friends,  including 
the  admiral  under  whom  he  served  and  who  first  reported  him,  as  well 
as  the  board  who  pronounced  him  delinquent,  do  otherwise  than  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  case,  with  the  papers,  for  your  consideration  and  deci¬ 
sion.  The  documents  are  herewith  submitted  with  a  view  to  their  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  Senate,  should  you  deem  it  proper  to  renominate  Com¬ 
mander  Preble  to  his  former  position  in  the  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

The  President.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  renominating  George  H. 

Preble  as  a  commander  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

On  the  4th  September,  1862,  Commander  George  Henry  Preble,  U.  S. 
Navy,  then  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  naval  force  of  the  har¬ 
bor  of  Mobile,  was  guilty  of  inexcusable  neglect,  in  permitting  the 
armed  steamer  Oreto ,  in  open  daylight,  to  run  the  blockade.  For  his 
omission  to  perform  his  whole  duty  on  that  occasion,  and  the  injury 
thereby  inflicted  on  the  service  and  the  country,  his  name  was  stricken 
from  the  list  of  naval  officers  and  he  was  dismissed  the  service. 

Since  his  dismissal  earnest  application  has  been  made  for  his 
restoration  to  his  former  position  by  Senators  and  naval  officers,  on 
the  ground  that  his  fault  [was]  an  error  of  judgment  and  that  the 
example  in  his  case  has  already  had  its  effect  in  preventing  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  similar  neglect. 

I  therefore,  on  this  application  and  representation,  and  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  his  previous  fair  record,  do  hereby  nominate  George  Henry 
Preble  to  be  a  commander  of  the  Navy,  from  the  16th  of  July,  1862,  to 
take  rank  on  the  active  list  next  after  Commander  Edward  Donald¬ 
son  and  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Commander  J.  M. 
Waiuwright. 

,  n  ti  7  - 1  -inn o  A.  Lincoln. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  February  12 ,  1863. 
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Extracts  from  testimony  taken  before  a  court  of  enquiry  held  April  20,  1872,  convened  to 

investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  entrance  of  the  rebel  steamer  Oreto  [Florida] 

into  the  port  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  September,  1862. 

TESTIMONY  OP  COMMANDER  JAMES  S.  THORNTON,  U.  S.  NAVY. 

By  tlie  Judge-Advocate  : 

Question.  Please  state  your  name  and  rank. 

Answer.  James  S.  Thornton,  commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Question.  Where  were  you  and  in  what  capacity  on  the  4tli  day  of 
September,  1802? 

Answer.  Commanding  U.  S.  steam  gunboat  Winona,  off  Mobile,  on  blockade  duty. 

Question.  Did  you  witness  the  running  of  the  blockade  off  Mobile  by 
tlie  rebel  privateer  Oreto  on  that  day?  If  yea,  please  give  to  the  court 
a  narrative  of  that  affair  as  witnessed  by  yourself. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  was  ordered  to  leave  my  station  at  the  swash  channel  by  signal 
from  the  Oneida  to  chase  to  the  westward.  About  midday  or  a  little  after  noon  I 
spoke  the  Bacliel  Seaman.  I  signaled  to  the  Oneida  that  the  stranger  was  a  friend. 
1  was  then  ordered  by  signal  from  the  Oneida  to  “  chase  at  discretion."  The  lookouts 
aloft,  upon  being  hailed,  discovered  black  smoke  in  the  southeast  board.  I  steered 
for  the  black  smoke  and  discovered  it  to  be  a  steamer  standing  toward  Mobile. 
As  I  approached  her  she  hoisted  English  ensign  and  pennant.  I  was  at  quarters, 
guns  cast  loose.  I  ordered  the  first  lieutenant  to  hail  the  vessel  as  I  approached 
him  in  passing.  He  did  so,  and  received  in  reply,"  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer 
Spitfire”  (or  Vixen,  I  forget  which).  The  general  appearance  of  the  vessel  (and  I 
examined  her  critically)  seemed  to  accord  with  that  class  of  vessel.  I  suffered  her 
to  pass,  as  she  was  steering  for  the  Oneida,  which  ship  was  coming  out  from  her 
anchorage  off  Mobile.  I  was  fully  under  the  impression  that  she  was  an  English 
man-of-war,  desirous  of  communicating  with  the  blockading  fleet,  and  was  approach¬ 
ing  the  Oneida,  which  vessel  carried  the  commanding  or  senior  officer’s  pennant.  I 
turned  and  followed  the  Oreto  and  followed  her  in.  She  was  going  very  rapidly, 
and  as  she  approached  the  Oneida  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  from  the  Oneida  and  saw 
the  Oneida  turned  in  chase.  I  was  satisfied  at  once  that  the  vessel  was  endeavoring 
to  run  the  blockade,  and  ordered  a  shot  fired  into  her.  I  thought  at  the  time  that 
the  shot  struck  her.  I  noticed  that  she  altered  her  course,  about  4  points,  I  should 
judge,  as  though  she  intended  to  heave  to.  Her  men  were  then  sent  aloft  into  the 
rigging  as  though  to  loose  sails,  but  the  fire  from  the  Oneida,  musketry  and  heavy 
guns,  drove  them  down  again.  She  almost  immediately  resumed  her  course  and 
pushed  rapidly  on  for  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  I  followed  the  chase  as  closely  as 
possible,  firing  at  her  with  the  Xl-inch  guns  several  times,  I  don’t  remember  how 
many,  until  the  lead  gave  soundings  in  2£  fathoms  water,  when  I  put  the  helm 
astarboard  and  gave  up  the  chase. 

Question.  How  far  was  tlie  Oneida  from  the  Oreto  when  she  first  fired 
at  her  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell,  but  within  easy  range. 

Question.  What  was  their  relative  positions  at  the  time  of  the  first 
fire? 

Answer.  I  should  presume  that  the  Oneida  turned  m  chase  of  the  Oreto,  pursuing 
the  same  course  and  about  abeam  of  each  other,  the  Oreto,  perhaps,  a  little  abaft  the 
beam  of  the  Oneida. 

Question.  Before  coming  up  with  the  Oneida ,  did  the  Oreto  slacken 
her  speed  at  all  ? 

Answer,  I  should  j  udge  not ;  I  could  not  tell.  She  was  running  very  rapidly  when 
she  passed  me. 

By  the  Court  : 

Quest  ion.  What  was  the  distance  of  the  Winona  from  the  strange  sail 
when  you  passed  him,  and  what  was  the  bearing  and  distance  of  the 
Oneida  at  that  time  ? 
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Answer.  We  passed  within  easy  hailing  distance,  30  or  40  yards.  The  Oneida  was 
distant  trom  me  about  a  mile  or  less,  and  she  bore  in  the  direction  of  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  about  north. 

Question.  Did  you  give  any  order  to  tire  strange  sail,  or  make  any 
signal  to  the  Oneida  at  tire  time,  or  at  any  time  after  Railing  her? 

Answer.  No.  She  passed  so  rapidly,  I  gave  no  order.  I  was  surprised  at  her 
apparent  want  of  courtesy  in  not  slowing  down  as  I  approached  her.  I  did  not 
make  any  signal  to  the  Oneida. 

Question.  WRat  time  elapsed  after  you  hailed  the  strange  sail  until 
she  came  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Oneida  f 

Answer.  About  five  minutes. 

Question.  Please  state  what  other  vessel  or  vessels  were  present  on 
the  occasion  to  which  you  testify,  and  what  part  they  took,  if  any,  in 
endeavoring  to  intercept  the  strange  sail. 

Answer.  I  did  not  observe  any  other  vessel  at  the  time,  but  I  now  know  that 
the  Rachel  Seaman  was  there.  I  did  not  observe  that  the  Rachel  Seaman  took  any 
part. 

Question.  Did  the  Oneida  pursue  the  strange  sail  immediately  after 
the  first  gun  was  fired  from  her,  and  how  long  did  she  continue  the 
chase? 

Answer.  Yes,  she  did.  I  did  not  observe  particularly  how  long. 

Question.  What  were  the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  stopping  a  strange  sail  approaching  the  blockade,  and  what  was 
the  formula  to  be  observed? 

Answer.  I  had  no  special  instructions  in  that  respect. 

Question.  Did  Admiral  Farragut  issue  no  general  or  special  orders 
to  the  squadron  on  the  subject,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge? 

Answer.  I  never  received  any. 

Question.  What  was  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind? 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  How  near  did  the  strange  sail  pass  the  Oneida ,  in  your 
opinion  ? 

Answer.  From  200  to  500  yards. 

Question.  How  soon  after  you  spoke  the  Rachel  Seaman  did  you 
speak  the  strange  vessel? 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  the  length  of  time ;  I  suppose  it  might  have  been  an 
hour.  I  think  that  the  signal  to  “chase  at  discretion”  was  very  soon  after  the 
answer  to  my  signal  that  the  Jiachel  Seaman  was  a  friend. 

Question.  Was  the  Rachel  Seaman  in  sight  when  you  spoke  the 
strange  sail,  and  if  so,  how  far  distant,  and  what  was  her  bearing? 

Answer.  I  presume  that  she  was  in  sight,  but  she  did  not  come  under  my  observa¬ 
tion  after  speaking  her. 

Question.  What  was  the  battery  of  the  Winona ;  what  was  her  rig, 
and  with  what  sails  was  she  provided? 

Answer.  She  was  a  niuety-day  gunboat,  schooner  rig,  carrying  gaff-topsails  and 
square  sail.  Her  battery  was  an  Xl-inch  pivot  gun,  two  24-pounder  Dahlgren  howit¬ 
zers  in  broadside,  and  a  20-pounder  Parrott  in  the  forecastle,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection. 

Question.  What  was  the  maximum  speed  of  the  Winona  under  steam, 
and  also  under  steam  and  sail? 

Answer.  About  8  to  9  knots  under  steam ;  with  square  sail  about  9  knots. 
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Question.  After  hailing  the  strange  vessel,  please  state  particularly 
how  you  proceeded  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  until  you  gave 
up  the  chase. 

Answer.  I  passed  her  on  our  port  side.  I  crossed  her  wake  with  a  starboard  helm, 
and  headed  up  for  a  position  on  her  starboard  quarter,  following  her  in.  I  never 
obtained  a  position  on  her  starboard  quarter,  as  the  Oreto  rapidly  gained  throughout 
the  chase.  I  followed  in  her  wake  as  nearly  as  possible,  only  deviating  from  the 
direct  course  to  bring  the  pivot  gun  to  hear,  until  the  leadsman  reported  fathoms 
water.  I  judged  that  we  were  on  the  east  shoal  of  the  bar,  and  starboarded  my 
helm,  giving  up  the  chase.  During  the  chase  I  fired  at  every  opportunity. 

Question.  Were  you  under  full  head  of  steam  when  you  followed 
her  in  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  make  sail? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  the  senior  officer  (Captain  Preble)  at  any  time  give 
you  any  orders  about  the  manner  of  procedure  m  stopping  a  strange  sail 
to  ascertain  her  character,  before  sending  you  in  chase  ? 

Answer.  No,  he  did  not. 

Question.  It  appears  that  the  Oreto  attempted  to  make  sail;  why 
did  you  not  do  the  same? 

Answer.  I  judged  it  was  not  necessary  on  my  part.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  wind  was  very  light. 

Question.  What  was  the  rig  of  the  Oreto:  and  what  canvas  was  she 
rigged  to  carry? 

Answer.  She  was  a  hark-rigged  vessel,  with  sails  corresponding;  I  have  forgotten 
whether  her  topgallant  yards  were  across  or  not. 

By  Captain  George  H.  Preble  : 

Question.  At  what  distance  should  you  judge  the  Oneida  was  from 
the  bar  when  she  first  fired  at  the  Oretof 

Answer.  I  should  think  about  4  or  5  miles.  I  think  that  I  was  about  6  miles  from 
the  bar,  and  that  the  Oneida  was  about  1  mile  inside  of  me. 

Question.  Was  the  Oneida's  fire  continued  as  long  as  yours? 

Answer.  The  Oneida's  fire  was  continuous  and  rapid,  including  musketry;  I  do 
not  know  how  long  it  was  prolonged.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  fired  from 
the  Winona  the  last  gun  at  the  chase  when  she  was  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 

Question.  When  the  Oreto  answered  your  hail  did  you  make  any 
exclamation,  or  give  any  order  to  your  executive  or  any  other  officer 
of  the  Winona? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  think  I  told  the  first  lieutenant  that  he  might  secure  his  gun,  as 
it  was  only  an  Englishman  bothering  the  blockade.  The  gun  was  not  secured,  as  I 
retained  the  crew  at  quarters  and  countermanded  tfie  order  immediately. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  rig  of  the  Oneida?  If  so,  describe  it. 

Answer.  No.  I  do  not  specially  remember  any  peculiarity  of  rig.  The  vessels  of 
her  class  had  topsails. 

Question.  Do  you  recognize  this  drawing  as  having  any  resemblance 
to  the  Oreto  and  her  rig? 

Answer.  Yes.  This  hears  a  resemblance  to  the  Oreto;  she  sits  low  in  the  water. 
(The  drawing  referred  to  is  marked  No.  1,  and  appended  to  the  record.) 

Question.  What  was  the  position  of  the  Oreto  when  the  chase  was 
abandoned  by  you  ? 

Answer.  She  was  passing  in  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  nearly  abreast  of  Fort  Morgan. 
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Question.  Did  the  Oreto  enter  the  channel  over  the  bar,  or  across  tii6 
southeast  shoal"? 

Answer.  Across  the  southeast  shoal,  as  I  judged  at  that  time.  I  sounded  on  that 
shoal. 

Question.  Was  she  prevented  from  passing  over  the  bar  by  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  the  Oneida  and  Winona  in  the  chase? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  Certainly  not  hy  the  Winona;  I  don’t  know  about  the 
Oneida. 

Question.  Was  it  sunset,  or  near  sunset,  when  you  and  the  Oneida 
abandoned  the  chase? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was  dusk;  after  sunset. 

Question.  Were  objects  indistinct,  or  visible,  when  the  Oreto  got  in 
under  Fort  Morgan?  Could  Sand  Island  light  house  tower  be  seen? 

Answer.  I  could  see  the  Oreto,  but  she  was  not  to  be  seen  distinctly,  as  it  was 
dusk.  Sand  Island  light-house  tower  could  be  seen,  but  indistinctly. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  stationed  on  the  blockade  off 
Mobile? 

Answer.  But  a  very  short  time.  I  think  I  joined  about  the  middle  of  August;  I 
don’t  remember  exactly,  hut  think  it  was  about  that  time. 

Question.  What  was  the  usual  number  of  vessels  stationed  on  the 
blockade  off  Mobile? 

Answer.  I  don’t  know. 

Question.  About  how  long  had  I  been  senior  officer  when  the  Oreto 
ran  the  blockade? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did  Commodore  Hitchcock,  my  predecessor  in  command, 
give  you  any  specific  orders  with  regard  to  chasing  strange  sails  ? 

Answer.  I  never  received  any  specific  orders  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Were  you  aware  at  the  time  of  the  chase  of  any  rebel 
vessel  of  war  in  the  vicinity? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  When  and  where  and  from  whom  did  you  first  learn  of  the 
Oret  >  and  No.  290f 

Answer.  Admiral  Farragut  informed  me  that  there  were  two  rebel  vessels  afloat 
that  answered  the  description  I  gave  him  of  the  chase.  This  was  at  Pensacola  upon 
the  occasion  of  my  reporting  to  the  admiral  with  Captain  Preble’s  despatch,  men¬ 
tioning  the  fact  ofthe  Oreto’ s  running  the  blockade. 

Question.  What  plainest,  ordinary  duty  committed  to  an  officer  did 
I  omit  on  the  occasion  of  the  chase? 

Answer.  1  don’t  know  of  any,  unless  it  is  that  you  omitted  to  succeed  in  stopping 

her. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  When  you  hauled  oflf  from  the  chase,  what  distance  was 
the  Oneida  from  you,  and  how  did  she  bear? 

Answer.  I  don’t  remember.  She  was  very  near;  we  were  not  far  from  each  other. 
I  think  she  was  to  the  westward  as  I  came  out. 

By  Captain  George  H.  Preble  : 

Question.  What  orders  did  I  give  you  about  carrying  my  dispatch 
to  the  admiral  at  Pensacola? 

Answer.  To  carry  the  dispatch  and  to  explain  personally  to  the  admiral  all  the 
details  connected  with  the  chase  and  escape. 


464 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


Question.  Were  you  ordered  to  take  your  station  for  the  night,  and  • 
leave  the  next  morning,  and  to  return  as  soou  as  possible  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 


Commander  James  S.  Thornton,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  recalled  into  court? 
and  his  evidence  having  been  read  over  to  him  he  pronounced  it  cor¬ 
rect,  except  that  on  page  twelve  (12)  of  the  record  he  wishes  to  state, 
“that  instead  of  leaving  his  station  at  the  swash  channel  in  obedience 
to  signal  from  the  Oneida  to  chase  to  the  westward,  he  was  returning 
to  that  station  when  that  signal  was  made.  ”  Whereupon  the  witness 
withdrew. 

TESTIMONY  OF  JOHN  N.  MAFFITT,  ESQ.,  LATE  COMMANDER,  C.  S.  NAVY. 

John  N.  Maffitt,  esq.,  a  witness  called  by  Captain  George  H.  Preble, 
IT.  S.  JS  avy,  was  then  introduced  into  court  and  sworn  as  a  witness  by 
the  senior  officer  present  and  presiding  officer  of  the  court  pro  tern. 

By  Captain  George  H.  Preble  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  and  residence  at  this  time? 

Answer.  John  N.  Maffitt;  near  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Question.  Where  were  you  on  the  4th  of  September,  1862,  and  in 
what  capacity  ? 

Answer.  In  command  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Florida,  approaching  the  harbor 
of  Mobile. 

Question.  Please  give  a  narrative  of  the  facts,  as  witnessed  by  your¬ 
self,  of  the  Oreto’s  running  the  blockade  on  that  day  into  Mobile  Bay. 

Answer.  She  was  called  the  Florida,  not  the  Oreto.  I  think  it  was  about  3  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  when  Fort  Morgan  was  reported  in  sight,  and  also  two  steamers, 
evidently  blockade  steamers.  Having  determined,  if  possible,  to  enter  the  harbor, 

I  did  not  change  my  course,  but  continued  to  advance.  Both  of  them  came  out  to 
meet  me.  When  quite  near  the  Oneida  I  was  hailed  and  ordered  to  heave  to  imme¬ 
diately.  I  should  say  that  a  shot  was  fired  across  my  bow  previously  to  the  hail.  I 
declined  in  respouse  to  obey  the  order,  and  immediately  received  a  broadside,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  carry  away  all  my  hammock  nettings  and  much  of  my  stand¬ 
ing  and  running  rigging.  The  superior  speed  of  the  Florida  enabled  me  to  pass  the 
Oneida.  She  continued  her  bombardment.  One  Xl-inch  shell  passed  through  the 
coal  bunkers  on  the  port  side,  struck  the  port  forward  boiler,  took  off  one  man’s 
head  as  it  passed  on  the  berth  deck,  wounding  nine  men.  If  it  had  exploded,  which 
it  failed  to  do,  I  no  doubt  would  have  lost  every  man  in  the  vessel  except  the  two  men 
at  the  helm,  as  I  had  ordered  all  the  crew  below.  Immediately  after  this  a  shot 
from  the  Winona  entered  the  cabin  and  passed  through  the  pantry;  an  Xl-inch  shell 
from  the  Oneida  exploded  close  to  the  port  gangway  and  seriously  wounded  the  ves¬ 
sel.  The  fire  from  this  vessel,  the  Oneida,  increased  in  warmth  and  destruction,  car¬ 
rying  away  all  the  standing  and  most  of  the  runuing  rigging  of  my  vessel.  I 
endeavored  to  make  sail,  and  succeeded  so  far  only  as  letting  fall  the  topsails.  Sev¬ 
eral  men  were  wounded  in  the  rigging,  the  sheets  and  tyes  shot  away,  so  that  I  was 
not  enabled  to  set  the  sails  properly.  At  this  moment  I  hauled  down  the  English 
flag,  under  which  I  was  sailing  as  a  ruse  de  guerre,  and  gave  the  order  to  one  of  the 
helmsmen  to  hoist  the  Confederate  flag.  At  that  moment  he  was  endeavoring  to 
haul  up  the  foot-brail  ot  the  spanker,  and  lost  his  forefinger  with  a  shrapnel  shot, 
so  that  my  order  in  regard  to  the  flag  could  not  be  complied  with.  During  all  this 
time  shell  and  shrapnel  were  bursting  over  us  and  around  us,  the  shrapnel  striking 
the  hull  and  the  spars  at  almost  every  discharge.  We  made  no  effort  at  resistance, 
for,  though  armed,  we  were  not  at  all  equipped,  having  neither  rammers  nor  sponges, 
sights,  quoins,  nor  elevating  screws,  and  many  of  the  men  and  some  of  the  officers 
sick  with  the  yellow  fever,  from  which  disease  the  first  lieutenant  died  in  twenty- 
four  hours  after  we  got  into  port.  When  we  anchored  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Mor¬ 
gan,  shortly  after  sundown,  the  Florida  was  a  perfect  wreck,  and  only  succeeded  in 
escaping  by  the  smoothness  of  the  sea  and  her  superior  speed.  The  Xl-inch  shell 
which  came  in  and  passed  along  the  berth  deck  entered  3  inches  above  the  water 
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line,  and  if  there  had  been  any  sea  on  our  bilge  pumps  would  not  have  saved  the 
vessel  from  sinking.  An  idea  of  the  damage  done  to  the  Florida  may  be  compre¬ 
hended  by  the  fact  that  it  took  three  months  and  a  half  to  repair  her — of  course, 
with  the  limited  facilities  at  our  command  in  Mobile  Bay. 

Question,  Had  you  any  subsequent  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
relative  speed  of  the  Oneida  and  Oreto  or  Florida  f 

Answer.  I  did.  I  passed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Mobile  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
of  January,  1863,  I  think,  and  was  chased  by  the  Oneida  from  daylight  until  12  o’clock 
at  night,  and  found  no  difficulty  in  escaping  from  her.  The  only  vessel  that  gave  us 
any  annoyance  was  the  Cuyler. 

By  the  Judge- Advocate  : 

Question.  When  the  first  shot  was  fired  across  the  bow  of  the  Florida 
or  Oreto ,  what  was  your  distance  from  the  Oneida  ? 

Answer.  I  think  aboutSO  or  90  yards.  I  got  as  near  as  that  because  I  was  approach¬ 
ing  her  under  English  colors  with  a  view  of  deceiving  her. 

Question.  When  you  first  made  the  two  steamers  Oneida  and  Winona, 
how  did  they  bear  ? 

Answer.  The  Oneida  was  directly  ahead  of  ine,  bearing,  I  think,  N.  W.  The  bear¬ 
ing  of  the  Winona  I  do  not  remember;  I  only  paid  attention  to  what  I  knew  to  be 
the  commanding  officer. 

Question.  At  this  time  what  was  the  bearing  and  distance  of  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Mobile? 

Answer.  Sand  Key  [Island]  light-house  bore  N.N.W. ;  my  impression  is  that  the  dis¬ 
tance  was  about  17  miles. 

Question.  When  first  fired  at  by  the  Oneida ,  what  was  the  bearing 
and  distance  of  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Mobile  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  about  13  miles,  the  same  bearing;  I  never  changed  my 
course. 

Question.  Did  you  slacken  your  speed  at  all  upon  approaching  the 
Oneida  f 

Answer.  I  increased  it. 

Question.  How  near  did  you  pass  the  Winona  f 

Answer.  I  think  about  600  yards. 

Question.  How  long  after  passing  the  Winona  was  it  before  the  shot 
from  the  Oneida  was  fired  across  your  bow? 

Answer.  I  can  not  tell  the  time.  I  don’t  think  over  three  minutes. 

Question.  Were  you  hailed  by  the  Winona? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  any  hail  from  her. 

Question.  Did  you  inform  the  Winona  in  passing  of  the  assumed 
name  and  character  of  your  vessel? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  If  she  hailed  and  any  response  was  made,  it  was  not  to  my 
knowledge,  as  I  was  in  the  port  gangway  attending  to  the  Oneida;  as  I  left  the  Winona 
so  rapidly  I  considered  my  safe  passage  dependent  only  upon  passing  the  Oneida. 

Question.  When  you  passed  the  Winona,  how  did  she  bear  ? 

Answer.  She  was  on  my  starboard  quarter. 

Question.  When  the  first  shot  was  fired  from  the  Oneida,  how  was  she 
heading? 

Answer.  She  was  apparently  trying  to  cross  my  bow,  I  thought  at  first  with  the 
intention  of  running  me  down. 

123A - 30 
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Question.  Did  any  otlier  vessel  besides  the  Oneida  and  Winona  take 
part  in  tlie  chase  of  the  Florida ,  or  Oreto? 

Answer.  Yes.  An  armed  schooner  approached  me  on  the  port  beam  and  fired  sev¬ 
eral  shots  into  me;  the  damages  received  from  her  were  principally  m  my  spars. 
She  tacked  out  of  the  way  of  the  Oneida  and  ceased  firing. 

Question.  What  was  the  draft  of  the  Florida  ? 

Answer.  Eleven  and  one-half  feet,  which  enabled  me  to  make  a  short  passage 
into  the  harbor  by  crossing  over  the  tail  of  the  shoal. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  broadside  was  fired  into  the  Oreto ,  or 
Florida ,  what  was  your  distance  from  the  Oneida ? 

Answer.  About  80  or  90  yards. 

By  the  Court  : 

Question.  Was  more  than  one  shot  fired  across  the  bow  of  the  Oreto , 
or  Florida ,  from  the  Oneida  before  you  received  her  broadside? 

Answer.  I  think  but  one  shot,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me. 

Question.  State  how  the  Oneida  was  heading  and  bearing  when  her 
broadside  was  fired  at  the  Oreto ,  or  Florida. 

Answer.  She  was  on  my  port  beam  and  heading,  I  think,  about  N.  N.  W.,  nearly 
the  course  that  I  was. 

Question.  When  you  passed  the  Winona ,  how  far  distant  were  you 
from  the  Oneida  ? 

Answer.  Probably  400  yards  or  less. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  the  Winona  fire  a  warning  gun  for  the  Oreto 
to  heave  to  when  you  passed  her  and  was  nearest  to  her? 

Answer.  She  did  not. 

Question.  Which  of  the  two,  the  Winona  or  the  Rachel  Seaman ,  did 
you  pass  first?  -> 

Answer.  The  Winona. 

Question.  How  near  did  you  pass  the  Rachel  Seaman ? 

Answer.  About  700  yards,  I  think. 

By  Captain  George  II.  Preble: 

Question.  Is  the  log  book  of  the  Florida  now  in  this  or  the  State 
Department — the  log  book  at  the  time  you  entered  Mobile  Bay? 

Answer.  It  is  not  in  either;  it  was  dropped  in  15  fathoms  off  Charleston. 

The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  read  over  to  him,  and  by  him  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  correct.  The  witness  then  withdrew. 

[OPINION  OF  THE  COURT.] 

The  court  was  then  cleared  and  resumed  its  consideration  and  delib¬ 
eration  upon  the  evidence,  and  after  full  and  mature  deliberation  of  all 
the  evidence,  find  the  following  facts  to  be  established,  viz : 

1.  That  on  the  4th  of  September,  1862,  the  U.  S.  S.  Oneida ,  Captain 
George  PI.  Preble, U.  S.  Havy,and  the  U.  S.  S.  Winona ,  Commander  Thorn¬ 
ton,  XT.  S.  Navy,  comprised  the  blockading  force  off  MobileBar,  and  that 
at  about  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  the  Oneida  being  at 
anchor,  and  the  Winona  underway  returning  to  her  station  from  speak¬ 
ing  the  IT.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman ,  which  vessel  was  from  Galveston 
bound  to  Pensacola,  black  smoke  was  discovered  to  the  southward  and 
eastward,  whereupon,  at  5 :15,  signal  was  made  from  the  Oneida  to  the 
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Winona  to  chase  at  discretion,  and  at  5:30  the  Oneida  got  underway 
and  stood  toward  the  black  smoke  and  cleared  ship  for  action. 

2.  The  Winona  stood  to  the  eastward,  and  soon  after  she,  as  well  as 
the  Oneida ,  discovered  the  black  smoke  to  proceed  from  a  steamer  flying 
the  English  flag  and  pennant,  and  resembling  in  her  rig,  hull,  and  gen¬ 
eral  appearance,  and  in  all  other  respects  a  gunboat  belonging  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty’s  service,  standing  about  1ST.  W.  for  the  entrance  to 
the  main  channel  of  Mobile  Bay.  She  approached  and  passed  the 
Winona  at  full  speed,  at  the  distance  of  about  GOO  yards. 

3.  The  Winona  made  no  attempt  whatever  to  compel  the  stranger 
to  heave  to,  neither  did  she  make  any  signal  to  the  Oneida  indicating 
her  character,  assuming  from  her  general  appearance  that  she  was  a 
friendly  national  vessel. 

4.  At  the  time  the  Oreto  passed  the  Winona ,  the  Oneida  was  about 
1,000  yards  distant  in  N.  W.  direction,  directly  in  the  course  of  the 
Oreto,  heading  to  cut  her  off.  Captain  Preble  had  also  unfortunately 
and  erroneously  concluded  from  the  general  appearance  of  the  Oreto , 
and  the  circumstance  of  her  passing  the  Winona  unmolested,  that  she 
was  an  English  man-of-war,  and  allowed  her  to  approach  at  full  .speed 
and  unaltered  course  without  making  the  usual  signal  for  her  to  heave 
to  until  she  was  within  about  from  100  to  200  yards  of  the  vessel  under 
his  command,  which  had  her  helm  astarboard,  when  he  hailed  her, 
fired  three  shots  in  quick  succession,  the  first  two  across  the  stranger’s 
bow,  and  the  third  at  his  forefoot.  By  this  time  the  Oreto  was  about 
on  his  starboard  beam  or  a  little  forward  of  it,  and  distant  not  exceed¬ 
ing  100  yards,  both  vessels  standing  on  parallel  courses  toward  the 
bar.  Immediately  after  the  third  shot,  the  Oreto  continuing  on  her 
course  with  unabated  speed,  Captain  Preble  opened  his  broadside  upon 
her,  pursued  her,  keeping  up  a  continuous  lire  at  her  until  she  crossed, 
by  her  superior  speed,  Mobile  Bar  out  of  range  of  his  guns,  and  he  was 
compelled  to  haul  off  on  account  of  shoal  water  and  night  approaching. 

5.  On  the  Oneida's  firing  the  first  shot,  the  Winona  opened  fire  and 
continued  it  upon  the  Oreto  and  pursued  her  until  she  was  obliged  to 
haul  off'  on  account  of  shoal  water. 

6.  The  U.  S.  schooner  Rachel  Seaman  also  opened  her  fire  upon  the 
Oreto  when  she  was  within  range  of  her  guns. 

7.  That  the  fire  of  the  Oneida  was  effective,  as  the  Oreto  had  the 
greater  part  of  her  running  and  standing  rigging  shot  away,  which  pre¬ 
vented  her  making  sail;  received  an  Xl-inch  shell  between  wind  and 
water;  had  one  man  killed  and  ten  men  wounded,  and  was  otherwise 
damaged;  and  that  her  final  escape  from  capture  or  destruction  was 
due  to  her  superior  speed,  and  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Oneida's 
boilers,  and  a  smooth  sea. 

And  the  court  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  culpability  of 
Captain  George  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  consists  in  his  omission,  in 
order  to  avoid  showing  discourtesy  to  a  national  vessel  bearing  the 
flag  of  a  friendly  power,  to  warn  or  compel  the  Oreto  to  heave  to  on  or 
immediately  after  she  came  within  range  of  the  guns  of  the  blockading 
force  under  his  command,  and  allowing  her,  under  the  erroneous  con¬ 
viction  that  she  was  a  gunboat  belonging  to  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
service,  to  approach  at  full  speed,  and  to  attain  a  position  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  vessel  under  his  command,  before  warning  or  using 
force  to  compel  her  to  heave  to,  as  to  admit  of,  and  which  finally 
resulted  in,  her  escaping  into  the  Bay  of  Mobile. 

In  regard  to  the  degree  of  culpability  to  be  attached  to  Captain 
George  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  Navy,  the  court  are  of  the  opinion  that  his  fail- 
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lire  to  take  any  measures  to  heave  the  Oreto  to,  from  the  time  she  first 
came  within  gunshot  range  of  the  force  under  his  command  until  he 
fired  the  first  signal  gun  to  heave  her  to,  was,  under  the  attending  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  considering  his  antecedents  as  an  officer,  a  venial  vio¬ 
lation  of  duty,  and  that  when  it  became  manifest  to  him  that  the  Oreto 
intended  to  violate  the  blockade,  he  did  all  that  a  loyal,  brave,  and 
efficient  officer  could  do  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

Wi.  Radford, 
Rear-Admiral ,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  and  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Court. 

James  W.  Shirk, 

Commander ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  and  Judge- Advocate. 


[Telegram.] 

News  Room,  New  York ,  September  5,  1862. 

(Received  Washington,  3:40  p.  in.; 

Extract  from  letter  dated  Havana,  23d  August: 


A  Confederate  steamer  of  war  called  the  Florida,  a  new  vessel  armed  with  eight 
rifled  camion,  entered  the  port  of  Cardenas  a  few  days  ago  and  has  obtained  per¬ 
mission  to  repair  there. 

This  is  from  a  reliable  source. 

M.  H.  Grinnell. 

W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  State. 


Order  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  to  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
without  deviation ,  except  in  the  case  of  search  for  privateers. 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  Department  can  not  see  that  any  necessity  exists  for  your 
remaining  in  England,  therefore  you  will  proceed  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  for  duty  in  his  squadron.  You 
will  touch  at  Madeira  and  St.  Thomas  and  make  no  deviation  or  delay 
except  in  pursuit  of  rebel  privateers,  two  of  which,  the  Oreto  and  290 , 
are  in  the  West  Indies. 

You  can  communicate  the  substance  of  these  orders  to  his  Excellency 
the  American  minister  at  London. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  Tunis  A.  Graven, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  London ,  England. 


Report  of  Commander  Woodhull ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Cimarron ,  of  preparations  to  proceed  to  Nassau,  Neiv  Providence,  in 
obedience  to  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Va.,  September  5,  1862. 
Sir:  The  order  of  Admiral  Goldsborough,  received  yesterday  after¬ 
noon,  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  there 
to  perform  certain  duties,  etc.,  is  being  executed  by  me  with  all  dis- 
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patch.  I  am  now  coaling  and  provisioning  the  Cimarron  and  making 
certain  and  necessary  repairs  to  the  engine  and  boilers.  I  hope  to  be 
ready  in  thirty-six  to  forty  hours. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  stating  certain  facts,  not  in  a  complaining  sense, 
but  feeling  it  simply  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  Department  to  make  them. 
This  steamer,  as  you  are  aware,  was  taken  directly  from  the  hands  of 
the  contractors  when  she  went  into  commission,  without  trial  or 
examination  of  any  kind.  She  was  deficient  and  defective  in  innu¬ 
merable  things,  to  wit:  Her  decks  and  hull  were  badly  and  defectively 
calked  and  consequently  leak  badly;  she  is  deficient  in  the  comple¬ 
ment  of  chains  necessary  for  the  safe  anchorage  of  the  ship,  being  but 
75  fathoms  each  in  length;  her  drop  ports  are  too  light,  and  so  badly 
constructed  they  are  now  falling  to  pieces  and  will  soon  have  to  be 
renewed  ;  her  steering  apparatus  almost  a  failure  (but  this  I  have  par¬ 
tially  corrected);  it  was  formed  of  iron  rods  and  chains  passing  under 
her  decks  and  retained  in  its  place  with  square  iron  hasps  and  holes  in 
the  bulkhead,  causing  great  friction.  The  compasses  can  not  be 
depended  upon,  the  local  attraction  is  so  great  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  obtain  any  certainty  about  it.  As  to  the  model  of  the  hull,  it  is 
almost  faultless  for  river  and  smooth-water  navigation ;  her  draft,  with 
all  her  battery,  ordnance  stores,  coal,  provisions,  the  crew,  and  their 
baggage,  is  about  7  feet.  lean  not  believe  she  can  be  a  safe  ora  good 
sea  boat,  or  that  her  speed,  which  is  now  respectable,  would  be  one- 
half  that  it  is  now  in  a  seaway.  1  would  also  say  that  her  boat  davits 
are  so  short  and  badly  placed  the  broadside  guns  can  not  be  used 
without  destroying  the  boats  by  the  concussion.  I  have  glanced  at 
some  of  the  principal  defects;  to  make  a  succinct  description  of  them 
would  take  more  time  than  the  limits  of  this  communication  will  per¬ 
mit.  The  material  of  which  she  is  built  is  of  the  poorest  kind,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  it  green  timber.  Her  decks  are  built  of  what  is 
termed  in  commerce  third  or  fourth  cullings,  and  not  of  the  kind  used 
in  ships  of  war. 

I  hope  the  Department  will  receive  this  statement  in  the  spirit  which 
induces  it,  and  with  no  desire,  latent  or  otherwise,  on  my  part  to  avoid 
any  order  or  duty  you  may  require  at  my  hand  to  be  performed  by  this 
ship. 

The  Cimarron  is  without  doubt  the  best  shallow  river  craft  in  the 
service  and  will  for  that  very  reason  be  the  worst  one  for  sea  service. 

My  pilot  informs  me  that  he  can  take  this  steamer  to  Fredericksburg, 
to  Suffolk,  and  if  required  could  pass  the  Long  Bridge  and  pass  up 
near  to  the  Chain  Bridge  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Woodhull, 

Commander 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  M.  C.  Marin,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship 
St.  Louis ,  of  his  arrival  at  Lisbon,  Portugal. 

IT.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Lisbon ,  Portugal,  September  6, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  presence  of  this  ship  at  this 
place,  at  which  I  arrived  on  the  8tli  ultimo,  last  from  the  island 
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of  Madeira.  Nothing  occurs  in  this  vicinity  worthy  of  particular 
notice. 

#  #  #  #  #  *  ^ 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  M.  C.  Marin, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  W asliington ,  1).  G. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes ,  V .  S. 

Navy ,  appointed '■  to  command  West  India  Squadron ,  regarding  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  commerce  in  that  vicinity. 

Navy  Department,  September  8,  1862. 

Sir:  The  information  that  two  or  more  armed  vessels,  without  any 
recognized  national  flag,  and  which  are  understood  to  be  owned  by 
rebels,  are  cruising  iu  the  West  Indies  with  a  view  to  depredate  on 
American  commerce,  renders  it  necessary  that  a  naval  force  should  be 
immediately  sent  thither  to  protect  American  vessels  and  American 
interests.  One  of  these  vessels,  the  Oreto ,  alias  the  Florida ,  fitted  out 
in  England,  was  recently  at  Nassau.  The  American  consul  there  has 
from  time  to  time  given  information  of  her  suspicious  character,  and 
his  conviction  that  she  was  designed  for  lawless  purposes,  but  the 
British  authorities,  after  an  examination  and  trial,  released  her  and  per¬ 
mitted  her  to  leave  that  port,  and  there  is  no  longer  any  attempt  to 
disguise  her  real  character. 

Another  vessel  has  been  for  some  time  fitting  out  in  Great  Britain, 
and  the  attention  of  the  English  Government  was  called  to  her  mis¬ 
chievous  and  illegitimate  character,  and  after  undergoing  one  or  two 
investigations,  having  been  released,  she  suddenly  left  when  proceed¬ 
ings  were  again  about  to  be  instituted  against  her.  This  vessel  has 
been  known  and  designated  as  290,  and  is  sometimes  called  the  Eureka 
[. Enrica ]. 

The  Department  has  information  that  other  vessels  are  destined  for 
similar  purposes  in  the  same  quarter,  and  it  is  therefore  essential  that 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  be  adopted  for  annihilating  these  law¬ 
less  depredators  by  their  capture,  and,  if  necessary,  destruction. 

You  have  been  selected  to  command  a  squadron  for  this  purpose,  to 
be  composed  of  the  steamers  Wachusett ,  Dacotah ,  Cimarron ,  Sonoma , 
Tioga ,  Octorara,  and  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  last  mentioned  is  now  in 
the  gulf,  or  attached  to  the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  With 
these  vessels  you  will  proceed  at  once  to  sea,  having  in  view  the  objects 
herein  specified,  and  make  your  way  to  the  Bahamas,  in  which  vicinity 
you  will  have  your  first  rendezvous.  Your  cruising  ground  will  be  the 
Western  Indies  and  Bahamas,  though  you  will  not  be  restricted  to  these 
limits  should  it  be  necessary  to  pursue  any  privateer  or  enemy’s  vessel 
beyond  them.  Much  must  necessarily  be  left  to  your  judgment  and  dis¬ 
cretion. 

While  exercising  your  rights  as  a  belligerent,  you  will  observe  and 
respect  the  rights  of  neutrals,  always  avoiding  to  give  unnecessary 
offense  while  asserting  the  authority  and  enforcing  the  duties  of  your 
command.  Let  no  provocation  induce  you  to  invade  the  maritime  juris¬ 
diction  of  any  neutral  power,  and  let  all  your  acts  be  within  the  recog- 
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uized.  limitations  ot  international  law  and  regulations.  Witli  tliese 
precautions,  unnecessary  perhaps  in  your  case,  you  will  proceed  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  great  trust  committed  to  you  of  guarding  and  protecting  the 
commerce  of  our  countrymen,  upholding  and  maintaining  the  honor  of 
our  flag,  and  conquering  and  capturing  its  enemies  and  assailants. 

I  enclose  for  your  guidance  a  printed  copy  of  instructions  issued  by 
this  Department  on  the  lbth  of  August  last,  which  have  been  sent  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  our  squadrons  who  are  enforcing  the  block¬ 
ade.  You  will  And  these  instructions  adapted  to  the  duties  and  ser¬ 
vice  committed  to  you.  Additional  copies  are  furnished  for  each  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  respective  vessels  constituting  your  squadron. 

As  the  danger  to  our  merchant  and  shipping  interest  "is  pressing  and 
imminent,  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  that  you  proceed  at  once 
on  your  cruise  with  such  of  the  vessels  as  are  available,  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  others  which  will  be  ordered  to  join  you.  Those  that  are 
ready  should  be  dispatched  to  their  station  immediately. 

Commodore  Lardner  has  been  advised  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  San¬ 
tiago  de  Cuba  from  his  squadron,  and  of  the  assignment  of  the  Bahamas, 
heretofore  within  the  limits  of  his  command,  to  your  charge. 

Communicate  with  the  Department  when  opportunity  offers.  Dis¬ 
patches  for  you  will  be  sent  to  Havana. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Appointed  to  Command  West  India  Squadron,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific  Squadron ,  to 
Commander  Stanly ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett , 
relative  to  the  protection  of  California  steamers. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Acapulco ,  September  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  The  station  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Narragansett,  under  your  command, 
will  be  from  Cape  San  Lucas  to  that  part  of  the  Mexican  coast  extend¬ 
ing  from  Guaymas  to  Acapulco,  including  Mazatlan,  San  Bias,  and 
Manzanillo.  You  will  visit  these  several  places  as  often  as  circum¬ 
stances  will  admit,. 

The  mail  steamers,  both  from  San  Francisco  and  Panama,  touch  at 
Manzanillo  on  or  about  the  27th  of  each  month.  As  these  ships  have 
generally  a  large  amount  of  treasure  on  board,  it  is  important  that  you 
should  be  at  the  latter  place  at  this  particular  date.  Manzanillo  has 
no  harbor  defenses  and  it  is  here  that  an  attempt  might  be  made  to 
seize  these  ships  by  a  party,  consisting  of  rebels  and  traitors  to  our 
country,  many  of  whom,  calling  themselves  American  citizens,  are 
prowling  abcut  this  coast.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  you  should 
exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  in  the  examination  of  every  vessel  you 
may  encounter  in  your  cruise  along  the  coast,  in  order  to  frustrate  any 
attempts  on  the  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
those  of  Mexico  with  whom  we  are  at  peace. 

To  render  your  ship  as  effective  as  possible,  you  will  remain  in  port 
only  long  enough,  from  time  to  time,  to  refresh  your  crew  and  to  replen¬ 
ish  your  stores.  You  must  endeavor  to  economize  your  fuel  by  using 
your  sails  as  much  as  possible,  banking  up  your  fires  except  when  your 
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engines  are  absolutely  necessary.  By  care  on  tbe  part  of  the  engineer, 
when  sustained  by  the  commander,  a  large  portion  of  the  fuel  now 
expended  could  be  saved. 

I  can  not  sufficiently  impress  on  your  mind  the  necessity  of  a  cour¬ 
teous  intercourse  with  the  nationalities  you  may  meet,  afloat  or  on  shore, 
and  the  strictest  neutrality,  which  is  necessary  to  be  observed  between 
belligerents. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  with  the  flag  at  least  once  in 
twenty  days,  directing  your  letters  to  Panama.  Should  you  have  any 
information  to  communicate  to  the  Government  which  will  admit  of  no 
delay,  you  will  write  direct  to  the  Secretary  of  the  B  avy,  sending  me 
a  copy  of  your  dispatches. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Flag-  Officer ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  F  abuts  Stanly, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett ,  Acapulco. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Wilkes ,  U.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  in  view  of  depredations  by 

Confederate  steamers  Florida  ( Oreto )  and  290  (Alabama). 

ISTayy  Department,  September  9,  1862. 

Sir:  Though  no  particular  limits  in  the  West  Indies  are  assigned 
to  your  command  whilst  pursuing  the  vessels  of  the  rebels,  yet  your 
particular  attention  is  called  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Bahamas,  with  your 
headquarters  at  Havana.  Should  the  rebel  vessels  290  and  Oreto  (now 
Florida)  be  captured  or  destroyed,  and  no  other  privateers  are  known 
to  be  in  the  West  Indies,  you  will  at  once  make  the  following  disposi¬ 
tion  of  your  vessels  and  immediately  return  to  Hampton  Boads  in  the 
Wachusett ,  viz:  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Sonoma  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral 
Lardner  at  Key  West;  Dacotali  and  Octorara  to  Bear- Admiral  Du  Pont 
at  Port  Boyal,  and  the  Cimarron  and  Tioga  to  Bear-Admiral  Farragut 
at  Pensacola. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  rebel  privateers  will  endeavor  to  capture  the 
treasure  ships  from  Aspinw all,  and  your  particular  attention  is  directed 
to  their  protection. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

\  Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 

Commodore  Chas.  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Appointed  to  Command  West  India  Squadron , 

Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  M cDougal,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Wyoming ,  that  the  rumor  regarding  Confederate  privateer  i?i  Chinese 
waters  is  unfounded. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Wyoming, 

Macao ,  September  9,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  on  the  28th 
ultimo,  three  days  from  Manila. 

The  orders  of  the  English  Government  still  exist  at  Hongkong  in 
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relation  to  the  vessels  of  the  Navy  anchoring  at  that  port,  and  not 
wishing  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  enforce  the  regulation  as  far 
as  this  ship  is  concerned,  induced  me  to  anchor  her  here,  as  I  had  it  from 
a  reliable  source  that  the  order  would  be  rigidly  enforced  after  twenty- 
four  hours,  should  I  go  there.  The  requisite  supplies  of  coal,  bread, 
etc.,  I  have  had  to  procure  from  that  place. 

The  rebel  privateer  reported  in  this  sea  proves  a  myth.  The  report, 
as  far  as  I  can  learn, probably  originated  in  supposing  some  of  the  many 
American  steamers  coming  to  China  for  the  purpose  of  trade  to  be  pri¬ 
vateers,  as  all  of  them  are  more  or  less  armed  for  their  protectiou  from 
Chinese  pirates.  I  shall  leave  on  the  11th  for  the  north,  touching  at 
the  intermediate  ports. 

I  am  happy  to  state  the  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  still  contin¬ 
ues  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

b.  McDougal, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Woodliull ,  IJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Cimarron ,  of  detention  for  repairs  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  en  route  for 
Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Cimarron, 

At  Sea ,  hat.  29°  20',  Long.  7 5°  15',  September  10, 1862. 
Sir:  On  my  passage  to  Nassau,  New  Providence,  being  about  300 
miles  from  that  port  and  about  the  same  distance  east  of  Port  Royal, 
it  was  discovered  that  the  engine  frame  was  badly  strained,  many  of 
the  knees  supporting  it  having  been  broken,  and  others  shrunk  or 
pressed  off  from  their  position,  and  the  frame  in  consequence,  from  this 
cause,  evidently  had  commenced  spreading,  thus  throwing  the  engine 
out  of  line;  we  also  carried  away  the  gearing  of  our  force  pump  and 
burst  the  supply  pipe,  leaving  us  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the 
donkey  engine  to  supply  the  boilers,  which  upon  trial  proved  inadequate 
to  the  full  accomplishment  of  the  work.  This  accident  also  deprived 
us  of  theuse  of  the  surface  condenser.  We  find  also  on  further  exam¬ 
ination  that  nearly  all  the  deck  (perpendicular)  knees  on  both  sides  of 
the  steamer  amidships  had  also  become  displaced,  loosened,  and  other¬ 
wise  lessened  the  strength  of  the  ship. 

Under  those  circumstances  I  held  a  consultation  with  the  engineers, 
the  carpenter,  and  other  proper  officers,  as  to  what  had  best  be  done, 
all  things  considered.  The  opinion  arrived  at  was  that  in  calm,  mod¬ 
erate  weather  we  might  continue  in  this  condition  some  little  time 
longer  without  actually  breaking  down  totally,  but  that  the  worst 
might  be  apprehended  as  certain  should  we  encounter  a  gale  or  rough 
weather.  Believing  it  ray  first  and  imperative  duty  to  look  to  the  safety 
of  my  command  and  not  to  encounter  unnecessary  risk,  I  determined 
after  due  reflection  to  proceed  at  once  to  Port  Royal  and  there  have 
the  necessary  repairs  made  if  possible.  I  was  governed  in  this  choice 
from  the  knowledge  1  had  that  the  Government  had  established  a 
workshop  at  that  port.  Indeed,  judging  from  a  remark  in  oneof  my  letters 
from  the  Department  expressing  a  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  being 
permitted  to  coal  at  Nausau,  I  drew  from  it  the  conclusion  that  we 
might  also  be  refused  their  mechanical  aid. 
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I  would  also  state  the  hull  of  the  Cimarron  is  very  much  strained, 
and  her  weakness  of  construction  is  very  apparent  when  she  encounters 
a  head  sea.  Her  decks  leak  badly,  and  she  is,  from  the  very  peculiarity  of 
her  model  and  low  draft,  without  buoyancy  or  any  quality  requisite  tor 
a  sea-cruising  vessel.  She  rolls  frightfully  and  at  the  slightest  provo¬ 
cation;  she  does  so  to  such  a  degree  it  would  be  risking  a  great  deal  to 
cast  loose  the  heavy  guns  should  the  necessity  arise  making  it  desir¬ 
able  to  do  so.  She  does  not  rise  on  a  sea,  but  disposes  of  it  by  scooping 
part  of  it  in  volume  over  her  bows  and  passes  staggering  through  the 
remainder.  Her  decks  are  never  dry,  and,  owing  to  her  waist  being 
some  10  inchesbelowher  extremities,  all  the  water  accumulates  amidships, 
filling  up  the  space  within  a  few  inches  of  the  top  of  the  engine  room 
combings,  and  the  only  provision  made  to  relieve  her  is  one  small  scup¬ 
per.  This  I  conceive  is  one  of  her  most  vital  defects.  Should  she  take 
over  her  several  seas  in  succession,  there  being  no  proper  facilities  for 
getting  speedily  rid  of  the  accumulations  of  water,  her  engine  room 
would  be  swamped,  her  fires  (being  but  2  feet  above  the  bilges)  would 
be  extinguished,  and  the  consequences  that  would  result  are  too  patent 
to  the  mind  of  an  experienced  officer  for  further  comment  on  my  part. 

The  weather  since  we  left  Hampton  Eoads  has  been  what  might  be 
termed  fair  sea  weather,  yet  for  this  vessel  it  has  been  comparatively 
rough  and  trying.  How  she  might  behave  in  a  storm  it  is  of  course 
difficult  to  say,  but  the  opinion  is,  of  all  on  board  capable  by  their 
experience  to  judge,  that  she  could  not  survive  it,  as  it  is  believed  her 
inherent  weakness  of  construction  would  cause  her  destruction. 

She  steers  wildly,  constantly  swinging  two  or  three  points  either 
side  of  her  direct  course,  and,  in  consequence  of  her  low  draft  (being 
now  about  6  feet  8  inches),  has  but  little  hold  on  the  water,  and  her 
drift  with  a  moderate  breeze  is  very  considerable. 

The  hull  of  this  vessel  is  very  low,  flat  floored,  with  very  little  dead 
rise.  She  breaks  the  water  directly  on  the  guards,  which  are  not  quite 
3  feet  above  the  water  line,  and  are  now  rather  shaky  with  the  little 
experience  she  has  had  already.  Her  rudders  are  square  blocks,  appar¬ 
ently  working  through  holes  to  receive  them.  They  are  a  very  poor 
contrivance,  and  if  one  might  judge  of  the  strength  of  the  rudder  by 
the  work  in  sight,  I  confess  very  little  faith  in  its  lasting  character. 

I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  made  in  the 
shortest  time  possible,  and  will,  without  any  delay,  continue  my  voyage. 
I  am  sincerely  anxious  to  do  so,  and  feel  this  interruption  a  great  and 
personal  disappointment  to  myself.  This  is  the  first  occurrence  of  the 
like  nature  that  I  have  experienced  in  the  many  years  I  have  com¬ 
manded,  and  it  has  caused  me  painful  concern.  I  hope  the  Department 
will  consider  my  acting,  under  the  circumstances,  justifiable. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration. 

L  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  WOODHTTLL, 
Commander ,  TJ.  8.  Nary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Endorsement.] 

This  vessel  was  built  under  the  same  supervision  and  specifications 
as  the  Paul  Jones  and  Port  Royal.  The  order  of  the  Department  was 
to  have  vessels  of  light  draft  of  water,  which,  when  obtained,  is  made 
the  special  complaint  of  this  officer. 


John  Lenthall. 
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Order  f  rom  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Green,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Jamestown,  to  proceed  to  the  East  Indies  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  American  commerce. 

Navy  Department,  September  11, 1862. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  tlie  XJ.  S.  sloop  of  war  Jamestown,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  is  in  all  respects  prepared  for  a  cruise,  you  will  proceed  with  her 
to  the  East  Indies  via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  On  your  way  out  you 
will  touch  at  Bio  de  Janeiro  and  Montevideo.  At  the  latter  place  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pulaslci  will  most  probably  be  found.  The  Department  designs 
to  dispo'se  of  this  steamer  either  at  public  or  private  sale,  as  may  be 
most  advantageous,  unless  upon  an  examination  and  survey  of  her  by 
a  board  of  competent  officers  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  she  is  in  a 
condition,  or  can  be  made  so  economically,  for  efficient  service  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil.  If  you  deem  it  advisable  to  sell  her,  you  will  direct 
her  officers  with  such  of  her  crew  as  enlisted  in  the  United  States  to 
return  home  by  the  first  suitable  conveyance.  The  remaining  part  of 
the  crew  can  be  paid  off  and  discharged. 

Your  special  object  in  the  East  Indies  will  be  the  protection  of 
American  commerce  in  those  waters  from  piratical  cruisers  or  rebel  pri¬ 
vateers,  and  for  the  better  accomplishment  of  this  object  the  Depart¬ 
ment  will  not  restrict  your  cruising  ground  to  any  definite  limits  but 
leave  the  matter  to  your  discretion .  You  will  remain  in  the  East  Indies 
and  on  the  coast  of  China  until  receiving  further  orders  from  the 
Department. 

I  transmit  herewith  for  your  guidance  a  copy  of  instructions  to  our 
cruisers,  issued  by  the  Department  on  the  18th  ultimo.  You  will  keep 
the  Department  advised  of  your  movements.  Any  communications 
that  it  may  have  for  you  will  be  directed  to  Macao. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Captain  Charles  Green,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Jamestown,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Captain  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 
of  arrival  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  en  route  for  Key  West ,  Fla. 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

Off  Nassau,  New  Providence,  September  14,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
Navy,  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  steamer.  For  the  purpose 
of  procuring  coal  I  shall  proceed  to  Cochrane  Anchorage,  and  after 
making  some  repairs  to  the  engine,  will  proceed  to  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commodore  Charles  Wilkes,  Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commandiny  West  India  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1862 — 5:30  p.  m. 

(Beceived  Washington,  6:30  p.  m.) 

Sir:  If  there  is  anything  in  the  statement  of  the  New  York  World 
of  this  morning  in  reference  to  rebel  vessels,  and  I  have  information 
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from  a  most  respectable  source  which  goes  to  corroborate  it,  I  am  sure 
the  new  ironclad  Government  steamer  can  be  put  to  no  use  more  impor¬ 
tant  for  all  interested  than  by  placing  her  at  once  in  New  York  Har¬ 
bor,  which  I  earnestly  request. 

E.  D.  Morgan, 
Governor  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  E.  I).  Morgan ,  governor  of 
New  York ,  regarding  the  protection  of  New  York  llarhor  by  an  iron¬ 
clad. 


Navy  Department,  September  17, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic  dis¬ 
patch  dated  Albany,  September  1(5,  5:30  p.  m.,  suggesting  “that  the 
new  ironclad  Government  steamer  can  be  put  to  no  use  more  important 
for  all  interested  than  by  placing  her  at  once  in  New  York  Harbor.” 
The  steamer  referred  to  is  probably  the  New  Ironsides,  now  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  her  presence  is  most  earnestly  requested  by  Governor 
Curtin. 

The  Galena  and  Monitor  are  guarding  the  entrance  of  the  James 
River  in  anticipation  of  the  Merrimack  No.  2.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  to  comply  with  your  request. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  present  for  your  consideration  a  letter 
addressed  by  this  Department  to  the  chairman  of  the  House  Naval 
Committee,  dated  March  115, 1862;  also,  as  bearing  on  the  same  subject, 
the  letter  of  General  Totten,  dated  May  10,  1862,  addressed  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  War  and  communicated  to  the  House. 

I  am,  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

[. Secretary  of  the  Navy.  ] 


His  Excellency  E.  D.  Morgan, 

Governor  of  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  September  20, 1862. 
What  is  the  cause  of  your  detention  at  Hampton  Roads?  The  Oreto 
has  got  safely  into  Mobile,  and  the  290  must  be  nearly  to  Bermuda  or 
Nassau.  Let  one  or  two  of  your  vessels  touch  at  Bermuda.  There 
should  be  no  further  delay  in  your  movements. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  Wilkes, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding 

West  India  Squadron,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  suggesting  means  for 

securing  coal. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett,  September  21,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  anxiety  to  get  oft-  has  been  very  much  increased 
from  the  condition  of  the  machinery  of  this  steamer.  We  have  burst 
some  tubes  .since  leaving  the  Potomac.  Every  exertion  has  been  made 
by  the  engineer  to  repair  damages  and  to  limit  the  repairs,  as  well  as 
obviate  the  necessity;  some  of  these  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  before  putting  to  sea,  where  the  machinery  must  undergo  many 
severer  trials  than  ithas  had  while  on  the  river  service.  I  can  not  flatter 
myself  or  the  Department  that  the  vessels  are  as  efficient  as  they  ought 
to  be  for  the  service  on  which  we  are  to  be  engaged.  We  shall  do  the 
best  possible  with  them. 

Coal  is  one  of  the  first  considerations  which  forces  itself  upon  me,  in 
looking  to  the  wants  of  the  squadron,  and  the  danger  of  having  com¬ 
munication  with  The  Havannah  to  coal  during  the  existence  of  the  yel¬ 
low  fever.  I  would  suggest  to  you  that  there  is  a  most  excellent  har¬ 
bor  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  about  42  miles  north  of  the  Carysfort 
light  house,  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  coaling.  It 
is  called  Turtle  Harbor;  has  over  25  feet  depth  of  water,  and  well 
secured  from  sea  and  winds.  It  is  easy  of  access,  and  what  is  of  more 
consequence,  very  near  to  the  northwest  New  Providence  Channel. 
Carysfort  light-house  is  sighted  by  almost  every  vessel  passing  through 
the  Florida  Straits.  If  the  Department  could  send  me  immediately  two 
or  three  schooners  with  cargoes,  say  1,000  or  1,200  tons,  it  would  obviate 
all  necessity  of  resorting  to  The  Havannah  for  coal,  until  such  time  as 
the  fever  had  ceased.  This  harbor  is  well  shown  on  the  charts  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  and  recommended  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  in  the  Coast 
Pilot  and  sailing  directions.  It  will  not  take  vessels  longer  to  make  it 
than  Fernandina  from  the  Northern  ports.  I  shall  look  into  it,  if  my 
time  will  permit.  You  will  see  that  it  lies  more  conveniently  for  coal¬ 
ing  than  any  other  point  on  the  coast  for  vessels  passing  through  the 
Florida  Straits. 

If  the  Department  decides  on  sending  the  squadron  a  supply  there, 
I  beg  that  1  may  receive  information  by  the  Qctorqra  relative  thereto. 
A  telegraph  message  will  reach  her  after  you  receive  this.  It  will 
enable  me  to  make  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Instructions  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  West  India  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Wyman ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Wachusett,  relative  to  boarding  and  searching  vessels ,  with  enclosure  on 
the  same  subject. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  printed  directions  for  your  guidance 
in  boarding  and  searching  vessels  of  all  descriptions  and  nations. 
These  you  will  attentively  study;  they  will  be  your  main  guide  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  you  are  about  to  enter  upon. 
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Ton  will  particularly  examine  and  scrutinize  the  character  and  car¬ 
goes  of  every  vessel,  and  keep  a  full  and  minute  record  of  every  circum¬ 
stance  connected  with  your  operations.  A  our  boarding  ofiicei  must  be 
furnished  with  a  memorandum  book,  in  which  to  insert  the  time  and 
place  of  boarding,  and  all  the  questions  asked  and  replies  given,  so  as 
to  trust  nothing  to  memory.  The  officer  will  be  considered  as  making  a 
confidential  communication  to  and  for  you,  to  be  imparted  to  no  one  else. 
No  one  but  the  boarding  officer  will  be  permitted  to  have  access  to  it. 
The  contents  of  this  will  be  copied  in  a  boarding  book,  to  be  kept  by 
yourself,  extracts  from  which  will  be  forwarded  to  me  on  every  avail¬ 
able  occasion.  No  officer  but  the  boarding  officer  is  to  be  permitted  to 
board,  or  receive  or  convey  any  communication,  letter,  or  papers  to  or 
from  any  vessels,  except  through  you. 

Enclosed  you  will  also  find  prize  letters,  which  you  will  be  particular 
in  filling  up,  and  observe  all  the  requirements  therein,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  transfer  of  the  prize  crews,  as  found  on  the  third  page. 

In  the  event  of  searching  any  British  vessels,  under  the  suspicion  of 
being  slavers,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  treaty  of  the  7th  April  of 
this  year,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  all  slaves 
captured  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement 
between  the  United  States  and  Denmark.  Printed  copies  of  these 
documents  are  enclosed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron, 

Commander  R.  H.  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wachusett ,  West  India  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Further  explanatory  instructions  for  commanding  officers  in  boarding  and  searching  vessels. 

The  Navy  Department  directs — 

That  you  visit,  without  regard  to  their  clearance  or  destination,  all  vessels  not 
being  public  armed  ships  of  war  of  foreign  powers ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  all  ves¬ 
sels  carrying  cargo  or  engaged  in  commerce,  and  not  being  regular  mail  steam  pack¬ 
ets  engaged  in  the  regular  and  stated  mail  service  of  foreign  governments,  you  will, 
during  the  visit,  exercise  the  unquestioned  belligerent  right  of  search,  and  if,  upon 
direct  search,  it  shall  appear  that  arms  or  contraband  of  war  constitute  the  cargo 
or  such  part  thereof  as  would  render  aid  to  the  enemy,  then  you  will  exercise  the 
no  less  unquestioned  belligerent  right  of  seizing  such  vessel  and  cargo  and  send  in 
the  same  for  adjudication. 

This,  being  an  ungracious  task,  should  be  done  in  a  spirit  and  manner  not  offensive. 
Judgment  and  discretion  must  be  exercised.  To  seize  does  not  necessarily  involve 
condemnation.  The  courts  will  adjudge  the  whole  question  of  prize  or  no  prize. 

The  more  specific  and  detailed  instructions  recently  transmitted  will  guide  the 
officers  in  their  duty. 

The  Department  has  made  it  a  special  object  to  obtain  and  communicate  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  squadron  enforcing  the  blockade  information  in  regard 
to  vessels  which  were  preparing,  or  believed  to  be  preparing,  to  give  aid  to  the  insur¬ 
gents.  This  information,  derived  in  various  ways,  may  not  always  be  authentic, 
and  is  of  such  a  character  as  should  not  be  communicated  to  the  captured  parties. 
It  is  a  mere  indication  to  our  own  officers  to  guide  and  assist  them  in  their  duties. 
A  search  will  corroborate  and  confirm  the  intelligence,  if  correct;  and  without  a 
search  that  shall  furnish  reason  to  believe  the  vessel  has  contraband  of  war,  or  is 
designed  to  violate  the  blockade,  or  in  some  way  aid  the  insurgents,  she  should  not 
be  seized. 

The  above  explanation  is  made  u  because  it  has  been  intimated  that 
some  officers  construed  the  indication  that  was  given  them  of  a  sus¬ 
pected  vessel  into  an  order  for  her  seizure  without  a  search.  Others 
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appear  not  to  liave  informed  themselves  of  the  belligerent  right  of 
search,  and  by  a  culpable  omission  of  its  enforcement  have  permitted 
vessels  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  seized  to  pass  unmolested.’7 

It  is  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  these  errors  that  this  communication  is 
made  in  detail. 

Charles  Wilkes, 
Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett,  September  21 ,  1862. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  Wary  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  JJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  regarding  shipment  of  coal. 

Navy  Department,  September  25,  1862. 

Sir:  Turtle  Harbor,  referred  to  in  your  note,  is  but  about  7  miles 
north  of  Carysfort  Reef  instead  of  40.  Instructions  have  been  given 
to  the  navy  agent  at  New  York  to  take  up  vessels  and  ship  2,000  tons 
of  coal  to  Turtle  Harbor  for  the  use  of  your  squadron.  It  is  not  known 
that  he  will  be  immediately  successful,  but  should  he  not,  you  shall  be 
advised  by  the  Vanderbilt. 

The  Department  desires  you  to  have  an  examination  made  to  see  if 
anything  can  be  saved  from  the  Adirondack. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chippewa ,  to  proceed  to  the  relief  of  U.  S.  S.Kearsarge 
in  preventing  the  escape  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Navy  Department,  September  27, 1862. 
Sir  :  On  Tuesday  next,  the  30th  instan  t,  you  will  leave  the  navy  yard 
and  proceed  with  all  practicable  dispatch  with  the  IJ.  S.  steam  gun¬ 
boat  Chippewa  to  Algeciras,  Spain,  and  relieve  the  IT.  S.  steam  sloop 
of  war  Kearsarge  in  watching  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter. 

To  prevent  the  escape  of  this  vessel  is  your  first  and  principal  duty. 
Should  the  Sumter  be  dismantled,  you  will  report  to  the  Department  all 
the  facts  and  await  orders  at  Algeciras. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Andrew  Bryson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Gunboat  Cliippetva, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  8.  'store  baric  Release ,  of  serious  depredations  committed  by  Confed¬ 
erate  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores. 

IJ.  S.  Store  Bark  Release, 

Cadiz,  September  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Dabney,  U.  S.  consul  for  the  Azores,  received  by  me  on  my  arrival  at 
the  port  of  Fayal  on  the  15th  instant. 

It  seems  that  the  rebel  privateers  have  been  committing  serious 
depredations  near  those  islands.  The  information  is  very  meager,  how¬ 
ever,  but  from  what  I  could  learn  there  are  two  steamers,  one  bark 
rigged,  the  other  schooner  or  brigantine,  the  latter  iron  or  ironclad 
(the  report  is  ironclad) ;  both  have  elevating  smokestacks,  which  they 
keep  down  most  of  the  time  while  cruising. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  this  to  be  your  old  acquaintance,  290 ,  but  as 
there  was  a  favorable  wind  for  starting  the  same  day  I  arrived,  I  was 
not  able  to  make  a  stay  for  very  extensive  enquiries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  P.  Upton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven,  U.  S.  Ravy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora. 


[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  for.  the  Azores, 

Fayal ,  September  15,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following: 

The  whaling  brig  Fschol,  Robertson,  master,  of  Rew  Bedford,  Mass., 
arrived  at  this  port  on  Saturday  evening  last,  13th  instant,  and  the 
captain  reported  yesterday  that  on  Tuesday  last  he  was  off  the  western 
end  of  Flores  when  the  lookouts  at  the  masthead  reported  two  steamers. 
He,  ascending  with  a  glass,  made  out  that  the  smokes  they  had  seen 
were  not  caused  by  steamers,  but  by  the  hulls  of  two  burning  vessels. 
After  a  while  he  made  out  a  vessel  which  he  supposed  to  be  a  steamer, 
from  the  length  of  the  hull  and  the  distance  between  her  masts,  and 
also,  after  continuing  his  course  some  time,  a  whaling  bark  and  a  her¬ 
maphrodite  brig  or  topsail  schooner.  Later  he  saw  the  bark  set  on  fire 
and  wrapped  in  flames,  and  concluding  the  steamer  to  be  an  American 
rebel  privateer  or  so-called  Confederate  Government  vessel,  he  kept 
close  to  the  shore,  determined  to  run  his  brig  upon  the  coast  sooner  than 
have  her  captured. 

At  about  5  p.  m.  he  spoke  a  boat  belonging  to  the  island  of  Flores 
which  had  been  to  the  wreck  to  save  what  was  possible,  and  from  the 
men  in  it  he  learned  that  the  two  vessels  first  burned  had  been  towed 
out  from  under  the  land  in  the  morning  and  then  fired  when  Cor  7  miles 
from  shore;  that  one  of  them  was  a  Fayal  and  Boston  packet  belonging 
to  Wellfieet  (doubtless  the  little  schooner  Starlight,  which  sailed  from 
here  about  a  week  previous),  with  passengers,  and  thatthehermaphrodite 
brig  was  a  Portuguese,  saving  what  she  could  from  the  wrecks.  These 
men  also  reported  that  another  steamer  had  burned  four  vessels,  whalers, 
off  the  eastern  end  of  Flores  the  day  previous,  and  on  the  Friday  pre¬ 
vious  the  whaler  Ocmulgee,  which  at  the  time  had  a  large  whale  along¬ 
side.  The  last  that  Captain  Robertson  saw  of  the  steamer  was  that 
she  was  standing  under  sail  to  the  R.  E.,  the  wind  at  the  time  being 
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easterly  and  she  to  leeward  of  the  island.  None  of  the  vessels  had  colors 
set. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  steamer  is  one  of  two  which  were  at  Ter- 
ceira  some  three  weeks  since,  and  which,  under  English  colors,  outside 
the  harbor  received  munitions  of  war  from  a  bark  also  under  English 
colors,  preventing-  all  intercourse  with  shore  and  disregarding  the 
objections  of  shore  authorities,  and  which  afterwards  entered  the  har¬ 
bor  and  there  took  in  coal  from  the  bark.  At  this  time  of  the  year  it 
is  the  custom  for  the  North  Atlantic  whaling  fleet  to  touch  at  these 
islands  for  supplies.  This  fact  is  doubtless  known  to  these  depredators, 
and  I  think  it  probable,  therefore,  that  they  will  cruise  in  these  waters 
for  some  weeks.  I  have  also  heard  to-day  from  England  that  certain 
parties  in  these  islands  are  going  to  keep  coal,  evidently  to  supply  Con¬ 
federate  steamers,  as  they  know  that  such  alone  are  debarred  from 
obtaining  supplies  at  my  coal  depot  here;  and  from  all  these  circum¬ 
stances  I  reason  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  commercial 
marine  to  have  some  swift  and  powerful  steam  vessels  of  war  in  these 
waters.  Sailing  vessels  would  be  worse  than  none  at  all,  as  they  would 
be  more  likely  to  foil  a  prey  to  these  steamers  than  to  capture  them. 

As  you  report  the  U.  S.  steamers  Tuscarora  and  Kearsarge  in  Spanish 
waters,  at  Cadiz  or  Algeciras,  I  think  that  you  can  serve  our  country 
in  the  most  available  manner  at  present  by  immediately  proceeding  in 
search  of  one  or  both,  and  reporting  this  statement  to  them,  that  they 
may  at  once,  if  their  orders  will  permit,  start  in  pursuit  of  these  cow¬ 
ardly  robbers. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  W.  Dabney. 

Lieutenant  I).  P.  Upton,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Release ,  in  port. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  TJpton ,  U.  S'.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  store  baric  Release ,  of  the  rumored,  presence  of  the  steamer  290 
( Alabama )  and  other  suspicious  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores. 

# 

U.  S.  Store  Bark  Release, 

Cadiz ,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  here 
from  Fayal  under  the  following  circumstances: 

I  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  15tli  instant  for  Boston,  thinking  I 
might  possibly  gather  some  information  regarding  the  movements  of 
the  suspicious  steamers  which  have  lately  cleared  from  England  and 
evaded  our  vessels.  I  concluded  to  stop  at  Fayal  and  make  enquiries. 
On  my  arrival,  at  2  p.  m.  on  the  15th  instant,  Mr.  Dabney,  U.  S.  consul, 
immediately  informed  me  of  the  depredations  committed  by  rebel  pri¬ 
vateers  in  those  waters,  only  a  few  days  previous,  and  strongly  advised 
me,  if  I  deemed  prudent  to  go  to  sea,  that  I  should  return  and  advise 
Commanders  Pickering  and  Craven  of  the  proceedings. 

Considering  the  importance  of  informing  the  United  States  officials 
in  Europe  of  the  affair,  1  deemed  [it]  advisable,  as  this  vessel  is  a  good 
sailer  in  ballast  trim,  to  run  the  risk  of  capture,  and  accordingly,  the 
night  being  very  dark,  at  9  p.  in.  extinguished  all  lights,  got  under  way, 
and  stood  to  sea,  leaving  word  at  Fayal  that  I  was  going  off  Flores  to 
123a - 31 
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cruise.  In  the  morning  we  were  to  northward  of  Graciosa  and  with  a 
fine  breeze  Avere  soon  clear  of  all  immediate  danger. 

There  seems  to  be  but  little  doubt  that  one  of  these  steamers  is  iron 
or  ironclad  and  from  the  description  resembles  the  290 ,  both  of  them 
elevating  smokestacks,  Avhich  they  loAver  Avhile  they  cruise  under  sail 
with  very  easy  steam. 

I  enclose  a  copy*  of  Mr.  Dabney’s  letter  for  the  information  it  may 
convey  to  the  Department. 

*  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  P.  Upton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Marin ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  St. 
Louis ,  of  destruction  of  American  vessels  by  Confederate  steamers  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Barcelona ,  near  the  Azores. 


U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Lisbon ,  Portugal ,  September  28 ,  1S62. 

Sir  :  Information  has  just  reached  me  of  the  destruction  of  a  number 
of  American  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores  by  the  rebel  steamers 
Alabama  and  Barcelona.  I  shall  sail  by  the  first  favorable  wind  for 
that  point  in  pursuit  of  these  rebels,  whose  acts  seem  mostly  of  a  pirat¬ 
ical  character.  The  information  coming  to  our  minister,  the  Hon.  J.  E. 
Harvey,  and  directly  from  Charles  W.  Dabney,  esq.,  our  consul  for  the 
Azores,  leaves  no  ground  for  doubt,  and  indeed  the  accounts  given  by 
the  masters  of  the  several  vessels  destroyed  have  reached  the  legation 
here. 

From  the  accounts  given  by  our  acting  consul  at  the  island  of  Ter- 
ceira,  one  of  the  group,  I  judge  that  these  steamers  ha\Te  been  supplied 
with  their  armaments  and  munitions  by  English  hands  through  a  ship 
or  hark  bearing  the  English  flag  in  one  of  the  ports  or  bays  of  the 
island. 

Both  steamers  are  represented  as  bark  rigged.  The  Alabama  is 
described  by  the  master  of  one  of  the  captured  vessels,  who  was  a  pris¬ 
oner  on  board,  as  follows:  Wooden  ship,  long,  narrow,  and  straight; 
bark  rigged.  Some  would  call  her  barkentine  rigged  when  her  main¬ 
sail  is  not  set,  as  the  mainsail  has  a  long  drop,  but  1  am  positive  that 
her  mainsail  is  square.  She  maybe  known  by  the  long  drop  to  her 
fore  and  mainsails  and  her  topgallant  sails  being  broad  and  Avitli  very 
short  hoist.  The  crew  are  all  English  and  Irish. 

This  account  may  serve  the  Department  in  information  to  other 
cruisers,  and  I  Avill  take  every  opportunity,  when  I  reach  the  islands, 
of  communicating  any  further  desirable  information  that  I  may  obtain. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  senmnt, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

Commander ,  IT.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  L>.  C. 


See  preceding  letter. 
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Report  of  Commander  Collins ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Octorara , 
of  readiness  of  that  vessel  for  sea. 

U.  S.  S.  Octorara, 
Hampton  Roads ,  September  28,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  repairs  of  tbe  machinery  of 
this  vessel  have  just  now  been  completed  and  that  we  will  sail  to-'day 
for  our  destination,  via  Port  Royal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1ST.  Collins, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilhes ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron,  of  arrival  at  Bermuda,  West  Indies,  and  giving  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  Confederate  steamer  290. 

TJ.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Bermuda ,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  island  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  and  anchored  in  the  outer  roads, 
with  the  Sonoma  and  Tioga  in  company;  all  well.  There  are  seven 
steamers  here  under  the  British  flag  who  are  preparing  to  run  the 
blockade.  No. 290,  or  the  Eureka  [Enrica],  is  expected  here.  From  the 
accounts  I  receive  of  her  she  has  but  little  speed,  and  is  generally 
believed  it  is  the  intention  to  run  the  blockade  instead  of  becoming 
a  cruiser  under  the  Confederate  flag;  at  least,  the  agent  here  has  [be¬ 
lieves]  her  employment  is  to  be  such.  I  do  not  believe  she  will  prove 
any  match  for  even  one  of  our  gunboats.  If  she  has  an  armament,  it  was 
not  mounted  when  she  left  England.  We  shall  endeavor  to  intercept 
her  before  she  reaches  the  colonial  waters  of  her  Britannic  Majesty. 

I  shall  leave  here  in  a  day  or  two  and  proceed  to  carry  out  your 
instructions  with  all  activity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear- Admiral  and  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron,  relative  to  blockade  runners  at  Bermuda,  W est  Indies. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

At  Bermuda,  September  29, 1862 . 

Dear  Sir  :  I  take  the  first  opportunity  which  offers  to  inform  you 
of  my  proceedings  since  leaving  Hampton  Roads,  which  was  shortly 
after  I  received  your  last  telegraphic  dispatch,  to  which  I  had  not  time 
to  reply,  and  if  I  had  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  give  you  all  the  rea¬ 
sons  which  caused  the  delay  in  our  sailing,  although  I  flattered  myself 
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that  we  had  exerted  every  nerve  to  get  ready  to  be  off.  I  had  a  full 
knowledge  of  what  the  difficulties  [were],  which  were  scarcely  to  be 
imagined  by  the  Department.  Your  telegram  relative  to  Bermuda 
satisfied  [mej  I  had  better  touch  at  it  to  sec  how  things  were  here,  as 
it  would  be  but  a  short  distance  out  of  my  way  to  the  Bahamas,  and 
from  the  information  I  had  relative  to  the  movements  of  those  intend  ¬ 
ing  to  run  the  blockade,  it  was  their  principal  depot  of  arms  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war.  In  this  I  have  not  been  mistaken.  We  have  found 
seven  vessels,  all  steamers,  nearly  or  quite  ready  to  sail,  and  the  very 
evening  of  our  arrival  two  of  them  were  giving  farewell  parties  before 
leaving.  This  they  have  not  done  yet,  nor  are  they  likely  to  do  with¬ 
out  our  knowing  it  and  having  a  chance  at  least  of  capturing  them 
before  they  get  far  from  the  island.  They  are  all  under  English  colors, 
but  make  no  secret  of  their  intention  to  run  the  blockade  with  arms 
and  munitions  of  war.  Their  names  are  as  follows,  viz :  The  Minlio , 
Mary  Pinkney ,  Phoebe ,  Gladiator,  Merrimac,  Washita,  and  another  small 
one  whose  name  is  not  recollected  at  present.  Several  are  expected 
from  Europe  and  are  to  touch  here;  among  them  the  290 ,  or  Eureka 
[. Enrica J,  and  the  probability  is  that  they  will  be  here  soon  if  what  I 
hear  here  is  to  be  relied  upon. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  from  Mr.  Allen,  the  consul,  that  he  had  here 
some  1,200  tons  of  coal  owned  by  the  Government,  and  that  it  was 
ready  for  us  to  take.  I  doubted  in  my  own  mind  whether  there  had 
not  been  a  notification  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  United  States  nor  the  so-called  Confederate  States  would  be 
allowed  to  have  depots  of  coal  in  any  of  her  British  Majesty’s  colonial 
ports,  and  as  the  Department  had  made  no  mention  of  it  in  these 
instructions  I  was  doubtful  of  the  existence  of  such  a  regulation.  The 
consul  readily  offered  to  examine  his  files,  and  there  he  found  the  noti¬ 
fication  by  the  government  of  this  island  to  him  dated  19tli  February 
last.  It  thus  would  have  the  appearance  that  I  had  sought  this  port 
to  fill  up  the  vessels  from  the  depot,  although  I  had  been,  up  to  the 
time  of  my  arrival  here,  entirely  ignorant  of  there  being  any  coal  here. 

I  had  entered  the  harbor  with  this  vessel  and  the  Tioga ,  leaving  the 
Sonoma  to  cruise  off  and  on  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  vessels  who 
intend  to  run  the  blockade,  both  of  these  vessels  requiring  to  have 
their  journals  overhauled,  as  well  as  pillow  blocks  to  the  shafts  and 
the  tubes  to  be  replugged,  and  fires  of  course  drawn.  After  being  at 
anchor  an  hour  1  received  a  dispatch  from  the  governor  having  printed 
extracts  of  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  proclamation  for  my  information. 
I  acknowledged  its  receipt,  and  that  I  should  have  the  honor  to  pay 
my  respects  to  the  governor  in  the  afternoon  at  Hamilton  House,  12 
miles  distance. 

On  our  entrance  into  the  port  no  national  flag  was  exhibited  from 
the  flagstaff,  as  is  usual  on  the  entrance  of  men-of-war  of  foreign 
nations  throughout  the  world,  and  his  Excellency’s  dispatch  was  deliv¬ 
ered  to  me  by  a  person  in  ordinary  dress,  and  no  official  characteristic 
about,  him;  these  it  is  true  were  insignificant  signs,  and  under  other 
circumstances  might  not  have  been  observed.  I,  however,  had  made 
up  my  mind  to  give  them  no  cause  on  our  part  whatever  to  find  fault, 
and  therefore  at  once  dispatched  an  officer  to  offer  the  customary 
national  salute  if  it  would  be  returned;  this  was  gladly  and  civilly 
accepted  and  the  salute  fired,  and  returned  gun  for  gun. 

I  made  my  visit  to  the  governor  accompanied  by  Mr.  Allen,  the 
consul,  Commander  Wyman,  and  my  aid,  Lieutenant  Todd.  We  were 
politely  received,  and  the  visit  of  an  hour  passed  off  very  pleasantly. 
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I  told  him  I  had  received  of  course  his  note,  but  the  next  day  being 
Sunday,  I  presumed  he  did  not  desire  we  should  begin  coaling  (which 
under  the  regulations  we  were  permitted  to  a  certain  extent  to  do).  He 
said  certainly  not,  and  intimated  he  left  it  to  my  own  option  so  far  as 
the  repairs,  etc.,  were  consistent  with  the  Queen’s  proclamation.  He 
was  gentlemanly  and  kindly  disposed,  and  seemed  greatly  interested 
in  the  progress  of  the  rebellion,  and  hoped  the  satisfactory  news  I  had 
brought  him  in  the  papers  of  late  date,  which  I  had  sent  him  with  my 
dispatch,  would  soon  bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion.  It  occurred  to 
me  that  if  I  took  the  coal  from  the  consul  it  might  appear  as  if  the 
Department  had  sent  the  vessels,  and  on  consultation  with  him  I  found 
he  agreed  with  me.  So,  after  consideration,  I  directed  him  to  sell  it 
to  a  bona-fide  purchaser  and  to  again  purchase  what  we  wanted  for 
the  vessels,  so  that  there  should  be  no  depot  in  fact  of  that  article  by 
the  Government  here,  and  if  so,  it  had  been  broken  up.  As  we  could 
not  take  it  all,  I  have  chartered  a  vessel  to  take  upward  of  300  tons 
to  be  delivered  to  the  squadron  in  the  New  Providence  Channel  at  one 
of  the  cays,  or  to  carry  it  to  Turtle  Harbor.  This  will  effectually,  I 
hope,  guard  the  squadron  against  visiting  any  port  where  there  is 
yellow  fever  and  ease  the  Department’s  mind  relative  to  guarding 
against  this  danger. 

By  this  course  of  the  coal  changing  hands  and  the  breaking  up  of 
the  depot  which  really  existed  here,  although  it  had  not  been  resorted 
to,  an  apprehended  difficulty,  I  hope,  has  been  avoided,  and  we  are  now 
taking  in  the  coal 5  of  course  we  shall  not  raise  the  question  ourselves, 
but  if  it  should  be  raised  against  me  I  think  I  can  make  a  good  case 
of  it,  and  neither  compromise  the  Government  or  myself,  or  the  consul, 
although  the  fact  of  which  I  was  ignorant  or  uninformed,  about  the 
existence  of  the  supply  being  here,  would  scarcely  obtain  credence.  I 
shall  trust  that  no  difficulty  can  now  occur  to  place  us  in  any  doubtful 
point  of  view,  and  I  believe  as  tar  as  outward  appearances  go  that  they 
are  less  inclined  to  cavil  at  the  North  than  they  were,  although  the 
whole  population  of  this  island,  strange  to  say,  are  with  but  very  few 
exceptions  strong  sympathizers  with  the  Southerners.  This  is  shown 
in  many  cases,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  nearly  all  the 
influential  islanders  are  more  or  less  interested  in  running  the  block¬ 
ade.  The  presence  of  the  force  here  has  produced  a  wonderful  effect 
in  their  stocks  in  trade,  and  their  jubilant  actions  have  terminated  in 
distress.  It  is  undoubtedly  their  intention  to  make  their  escape  at 
night  by  one  of  the  many  passages  through  the  extensive  reef  which 
surrounds  this  island,  but  I  trust  we  shall  be  equally  sharp  to  prevent 
their  getting  off.  They  little  anticipated  the  delays  they  will  be  sub¬ 
jected  to.  I  shall  leave  one  or  both  of  the  gunboats  now  with  me  here 
for  a  time. 

I  suppose  the  Department  of  State  is  aware  that  the  legislature  of 
the  island  have  passed  a  law  not  to  permit  any  more  arms  or  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  be  transshipped  or  exported  from  this  island,  and  that  the 
approval  by  the  Crown  is  daily  expected  here.  It  will  be  a  great 
object  to  prevent  the  sailing  of  these  vessels  until  the  law  shall  go  into 
effect.  It  is  believed  that  as  soon  as  it  arrives  the  Governor  will  issue 
his  proclamation  to  carry  it  into  effect,  when  the  arms  and  ammunition 
will  have  to  be  landed  again,  and,  from  what  can  be  known,  there 
appears  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  compose  the  principal  bulk  of 
these  cargoes.  Having  provided  for  the  detention  of  these  vessels,  or 
their  capture  if  they  venture  to  leave  the  island  ports,  I  shall  proceed 
as  soon  as  we  have  coaled  to  the  rendezvous  which  I  have  appointed  in 
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the  Providence  Channel,  where  I  hope  to  he  equally  fortunate  in  con¬ 
trolling  their  contraband  trade.  I  have  much  information  connected 
with  their  operations  and  believe  it  is  to  be  relied  upon.  I  shall  soon 
be  able  to  sift  it  for  myself.  I  think  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  the 
290,  or  JEnrica ,  is  destined  for  this  place.  It  is  understood  her  first 
stopping  place  is  the  Western  Islands,  bnt  I  should  rather  believe  it 
to  be  the  Cape  Yerde,  and  thence  toward  the  West  Indies.  It  is, 
however,  useless  to  speculate  on  her  movements.  There  is  an  agent  of 
the  Confederate  States  here  who  avows  openly  that  she  will  touch 
here.  I  hope  she  may.  The  performance  of  the  vessels  (gunboats)  has 
been  satisfactory  and  they  are  getting  in  good  fighting  order.  They 
lack,  if  anything,  speed;  at  least,  do  not  come  up  to  my  expectations. 
We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  get  over  11  knots.  This  is  con¬ 
siderably  beyond  Avhat  any  of  the  steamers  lying  now  in  port  can 
accomplish. 

I  believe  I  have  now  given  you  all  that  will  be  interesting,  and  my 
next  dispatch  will  be  from  The  Havannah. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  September  30,  1862. 

Report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  that  2,000  tons  of  coal  will 
leave  immediately  for  Turtle  Harbor.  The  Cimarron  is  repairing  at 
Port  Royal.  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  will  give  you  men.  Do  not 
delay  your  departure.  You  should  have  written  about  the  men  the 
first  day  you  took  command. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  1ST.  Collins, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya. 


Report  of  Captain  McEinstry,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daco- 
tah,  of  cruise,  and  enclosing  correspondence  with  authorities  at  Nassau, 
New  Providence ,  concerning  coal ,  etc. 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

Key  West,  September  30,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Rear-Admirals  Goldsborough 
and  Lee,  with  telegrams  from  the  Department  accompanying  them, 
dated  on  ihe  4th  and  5th  instant,  1  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the  evening 
of  the  6th  and  arrived  off  Nassau,  New  Providence,  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th.  Ihe  run  to  the  latter  place,  having  been  prolonged  by  the 
indifferent  workings  of  the  engines  and  bad  weather,  reducing  the 
quantity  of  coal  on  board,  the  XJ.  S.  consul  was  requested  to  obtain  a 
supply.  Copies  of  the  consul’s  letter  and  the  reply  of  the  colonial  au¬ 
thorities  are  enclosed,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2. 

To  the  arbitrary  and  unusual  assurance  required  by  the  governor  of 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


487 


the  Bahamas  I  was  compelled,  most  reluctantly,  to  assent,  having  so 
small  an  amount  of  fuel  on  hand.  The  consul’s  reply  thereto,  marked 
No.  3,  is  enclosed. 

About  20  tons  of  coal  was  taken  from  the  American  ship  Esther ,  at 
anchor  off  Nassau,  when  a  rough  sea  induced  me  to  cast  off  from  her, 
and  the  following  day  proceeded  to  this  port,  arriving  on  the  18th 
instant,  where  the  stores  were  replenished  and  the  steamer  made  ready 
for  sea. 

Not  hearing  from  Commodore  Wilkes,  for  whom  a  letter,  detailing 
the  steamer’s  movements,  was  left  with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  I 
consulted  with  Real-Admiral  Lardner  and  proceeded  to  sea  on  the  23d 
instant,  touching  at  Havana  on  the  24th  for  eight  hours,  and  from 
thence  cruised  between  the  Tortugas  and  Havana  until  the  28th 
instant,  boarding  and  speaking  several  vessels,  a  tabular  list  of  which 
is  transmitted  by  this  mail. 

In  the  absence  of  Commodore  Wilkes  I  shall  proceed  to  sea  and 
execute  such  orders  as  Rear-Admiral  Lardner  may  deem  expedient. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  P.  McKinstry, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

No.  1. 

TJ.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

September  14 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  card, 
and  dispatches  this  morning.  I  have  written  to  the  governor  asking 
permission  for  you  to  remain  and  coal  at  this  nort,  which  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  granted. 

If  you  have  time  to  see  Captain  Wilson,  of  the  Spiteful ,  before  he 
leaves,  and  will  get  his  sanction,  addressed  to  Commissary-General 
Goldie,  you  may  get  coal  from  the  American  ship  Esther ,  anchored  near 
you.  If  not,  Mr.  Raliming,  whose  agent  accompanies  this  boat,  will  be 
glad  to  make  terms  with  you  to  put  on  board  100  tons  or  more  of  good 
Sydney  coal  for  $12  per  ton,  and  give  you  quick  dispatch. 

I  am  quite  hors  de  combat  with  a  severe  cold,  contracted  at  the  wreck 
of  the  Adirondack.  I  should  much  like  to  see  you  and  hope  to  do  so 
ere  long.  I  see  the  Spiteful  is  under  way,  and  therefore  your  best 
chance,  I  think,  is  with  Mr.  Rahming. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

IT.  S.  Consul. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dacotah ,  off  Nassau,  Neic  Providence. 


No.  2. 

Colonial  Secretary’s  Office, 

Nassau,  September  15,  1862. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Excellency  to  say  that  he  is  quite  willing  to  accord  the  hospitalities  ot 
the  harbor  to  the  Dacotah ;  but  that  if  she  has  malignant  fever  on 
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board  his  Excellency  requests  she  may  proceed  to  Salt  Cay  (3  miles 

°  With  regard  to  allowing  her  to  coal,  his  Excellency  will  willingly 
grant  this,  after  receiving  the  written  assurance  of  the  captain  that 
at  no  time  within  ten  days  after  leaving  the  port  will  she  be  cruising 
within  a  distance  of  5  miles  from  any  of  the  islands  of  the  Bahama 
Government.  But  without  this  assurance  the  permission  will  not  be 
given. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  Nesbitt, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Same.  Whiting,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Consul ,  etc .,  Nassau. 


No.  3. 

TJ.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

September  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency’s 
dispatch  of  this  date,  a  copy  of  which  was  promptly  sent  to  Captain 
McKinstry,  and  I  enclose  his  reply. 

The  Dacotah  is  in  urgent  need  of  fuel,  and,  in  his  emergency,  Captain 
McKinstry  has  been  compelled  to  give  the  unusual  assurance  your 
Excellency  has  seen  fit  to  require.  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  per¬ 
fect  health  prevails  ou  board  the  Dacotah,  and  that  her  commander 
wishes  to  coal  from  the  ship  Esther.  He  requires  about  60  tons  of  fuel 
to  enable  him  to  reach  a  friendly  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to,  be  your  Excellency’s  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Bayley,  etc. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens,  TJ.  S.  Na,vy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
of  the  attitude  of  the  British  authorities  in  the  port  of  Bermuda,  West 
Indies,  in  regard  to  the  anchoring  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Off  Bermuda,  October  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report, in  accordance  with  your  wishes,  that  as  I  was 
in  the  act  of  anchoring  in  Five  Fathom  Hole,  off  the  harbor  of  St.  George, 
just  before  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo,  a  boat  was  dis¬ 
covered  quite  close  to  us,  but  not  near  enough  to  understand  the  hail 
from  the  officer  commanding  it.  Upon  anchoring,  the  boat  came  along¬ 
side  and  an  English  lieutenant  from  H.  B.  M.  S.  Desperate  came  on  board, 
and  in  a  brusque  and  imperious  manner  stated  that  he  belonged  to 
H  B.  M.  S.  Desperate ;  that  it  was  the  governor’s  orders  and  the  admiral’s 
wishes  that  I  should  not  anchor,  but  go  into  St.  George  that  night; 
stating  further,  if  I  did  not  then  go  in  I  could  not  go  in  at  all,  but  must 
weigh  anchor  and  go  to  sea.  I  replied  that  I  had  anchored;  that  as  it 
was  then  dark  and  the  pilot  was  unwilling  to  take  me  I  could  not  then 
enter  the  harbor.  As  for  orders,  while  in  the  vicinity  of  my  admiral 
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I  knew  no  authority  but  his,  and  that  I  should  immediately  communi¬ 
cate  with  him.  The  officer  enquired  if  this  was  my  reply,  and  upon 
being  informed  that  it  was,  left  the  Sonoma  and  pulled  toward  the 
Desperate ,  when  I  proceeded  at  once  into  the  harbor  in  my  gig  and 
reported  the  occurrence  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  Stevens, 

[  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy.] 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upton ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
U.  S.  store  baric  Release,  of  departure  from  Cadiz  for  Gibraltar  Bay  to 
watch  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  and  enclosing  letter  from  Commander  Craven, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

U.  S.  Store  Bark  Release, 

Cadiz,  Spain,  October  l,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  the  Department  of  my  departure 
from  this  port  for  Algeciras  this  day,  in  compliance  with  orders  received 
from  Commander  Craven,  of  the  Tuscarora,  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar 
Bay  and  watch  the  Sumter. 

I  shall  there  await  further  orders  from  a  senior  officer  or  from  the 
Department.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Commander  Craven’s  letter  to  me  on 
the  29th  ultimo. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  Danl.  P.  Upton, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Cadiz,  September  29,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tbe  28th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  communication  from 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  Fayal,  respecting  the  depredations  on  our  commerce 
by  certain  pirates  in  that  vicinity.  1  must  express  my  thanks  for  the 
very  commendable  promptness  you  have  shown  in  bringing  me  this 
information. 

I  will  sail  for  the  Western  Islands  without  delay,  and  request  that 
you  will,  on  your  arrival  in  the  United  States,  send  a  copy  of  this  letter 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  You  will  leave  here  two  days 
after  my  departure;  touch  at  Fayal  for  further  intelligence  of  me  if  you 
can  without  material  loss  of  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Commander. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Danl.  P.  Upton, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Baric  Release 
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Report  of  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kear- 
sarge,  transmitting  telegram  from  TJ.  8.  minister  to  Portugal  relating 
to  depredations  committed  by  C.  8.  8.  Alabama  {290). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Fay  a  l,  October  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  telegram  received  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  from  the  U.  S.  minister  at  Lisbon.  Immediately  upon  the 
reception  of  this  telegram  I  tilled  up  with  coal  and  provisions  and 
started  for  Fayal  the  next  evening  (30tli).  Off  Cadiz,  on  the  morning 
of  the  1st  instant,  I  communicated  with  the  Tuscarora,  just  leaving  that 
port  for  the  Azores,  and  consulted  with  Commander  Craven.  I  lost 
sight  of  the  Tuscarora  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant  and  arrived  here 
this  morning  at 8  o’clock;  communicated  with  the  consul  and  immedi¬ 
ately  commenced  coaling. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  enclosed  tele¬ 
gram.  Ten  whalers  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Alabama  {290),  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  E.  Semmes,  and  one  other  missing,  reported  to 
have  been  sunk  with  all  on  board,  though  I  can  find  no  evidence  to 
support  this  rumor.  The  Alabama  is  about  the  size  of  this  ship  (1,000 
tons),  armed  with  eight  Blakely  guns,  two  of  them  08-pounder  pivot 
guns.  I  shall  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores  until  satisfied  of  the 
departure  of  the  Alabama  from  this  region  and  return  to  my  station 
by  way  of  Madeira. 

Nothing  reliable  had  been  heard  of  the  A  labama  since  the  19th  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.— Telegram.] 

Lisbon,  September  28,  1862. 
(Eeceived  in  Algeciras  at  8:09  o’clock.) 
Information  just  received  requires  your  immediate  presence  at  Azores. 
Semmes,  in  Alabama,  has  destroyed  ten  whalers.  He  is  aided  by  another 
steamer  called  Barcelona ;  both  wooden.  Depredations  were  committed 
near  Flores.  No  delay  admissible. 

James  E.  Harvey, 

Z7.  8.  Minister. 

Captain  Pickering, 

War  Steamer  Kearsarge,  Algeciras. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  8.  consul ,  Nassau ,  New  Providence,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Wilkes,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  rela¬ 
tive  to  TJ.  8.  tear  vessels  anchoring  at  Nassau. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

October  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  morning  of 
your  note  of  yesterday’s  date,  informing  me  of  your  arrival  off  this 
port  in  the  Wachusett,  accompanied  by  the  Octorara. 
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I  went  out  to  communicate  with  you  last  evening  in  a  small  schooner, 
but  you  were  standing  off  shore,  and  after  an  hour’s  fruitless  chase  I 
returned  to  port.  Governor  Bayley  has  peremptorily  ordered  that 
any  U.  S.  war  vessel  must  obtain  his  permission  before  anchoring  at  or 
off  this  port,  and  he  only  allowed  the  Dacotah  to  take  in  her  necessary 
fuel  on  condition  that  Captain  McKinstry  and  myself  pledged  our 
words,  in  writing,  “that  the  Dacotah  would  not  approach  any  of  the 
Bahama  Islands  within  5  miles,  within  ten  days  of  her  departure.” 
Yet,  notwithstanding,  any  Confederate  pirate  is  allowed  every  facility, 
and  the  whole  population  seems  to  vie  with  each  other  in  giving  every 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels. 

The  blockade  runner,  British-Confederate  steamer  Scotia ,  is  in  this 
harbor,  transshipping  her  cargo  of  cotton  into  the  steamer  Stanley, 
lor  Liverpool. 

A  large  British-Confederate  steamer,  name  unknown,  is  also  reported 
on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  laden  with  munitions  of  war  for  the 
South. 

I  beg  to  offer  you  my  congratulations  on  your  promotion,  and  to 
express  my  ardent  hopes  and  hearty  wishes  for  your  highest  success 
in  your  profession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Saml.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett. 


Letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  relative  to  Captain  Semmes 
being  at  Barbados. 

Navy  Department, 

October  8, 1862. 

Sir:  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  dispatch,  dated  the  13th 
ultimo,  received  by  the  Department  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Parama¬ 
ribo  : 


I  received  intelligence  from  Barbados  per  the  last  mail,  of  the  9th  instant,  that  the 
notorious  pirate  Semmes,  formerly  of  the  Sumter,  coaled  a  steamer  at  that  port, 
with  the  British  flag  at  the  peak,  and  under  an  assumed  name.  He  had  quite  a 
cargo  of  heavy  boxes  on  board,  supposed  to  contain  arms,  but  had  no  powder. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Wilkes,  etc. 


Report  of  Captain  McKinstry,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 
of  a  cruise,  enclosing  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  and 
letter  from  R.  W.  Shufeldt,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  Cuba. 

IT.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

Key  West,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  30th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  a  report  of 
the  arrival  of  this  steamer  at  this  port,  and  of  my  proceedings  to  that 
date. 
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In  tlie  absence  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  I  consulted  tbe  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  this  station,  and  in  compliance  with  his  orders, 
marked  No.  1, 1  proceeded  to  sea  on  the  2d  instant,  to  cruise  as  therein 
directed.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  a  boat  was  sent  into 
Havana  to  communicate  with  Consul-General  Shufeldt,  a  copy  of  whose 
letter  is  enclosed,  marked  2. 

In  consequence  of  several  cases  of  yellow  fever  appearing  amongst 
the  officers  and  crew,  and  at  the  advice  of  the  surgeon,  a  copy  of  whose 
letter,  marked  3,  is  enclosed,  I  returned  to  this  port  on  the  6th  instant, 
that  more  suitable  hospital  accommodations  and  diet  might  be  obtained 
for  the  sick. 

On  the  7th  instant  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Acting  Bear -Admiral  Lard- 
ner,  enclosing  a  copy  ol  Dr.  Bloodgood’s  letter,  marked  No.  4.  It  was 
understood  that  he  had  directed  the  fleet  surgeon  and  the  surgeon  of 
this  ship  to  report  on  her  sanitary  condition.  No  report  to  this  date 
has  been  received  by  me,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  illness  of  Acting 
Bear- Admiral  Lardner. 

In  the  expectation  that  Acting  Bear-Admiral  Wilkes  may  soon 
arrive  and  that  the  late  season  may  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
I  shall  for  the  present  remain  here,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick,  who  have 
advantages  that  they  could  not  have  at  sea. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKinsty, 

Captain ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  7).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 

Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  October  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  Daeotah,  under  your  command,  is  ready  for  sea, 
you  will  proceed  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  between  Havana, 
Bahia  Honda,  and  the  Tortugas.  You  will  communicate  with  the  con¬ 
sul-general  at  Havana,  when  in  want  of  information,  and  supply  your¬ 
self  with  coal  there  if  the  health  of  the  place  makes  it  desirable.  You 
will  be  careful  not  to  trespass  upon  the  territorial  rights  of  Spain. 

Look  into  Key  West  occasionally. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lardner, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  East.  Gulf  Squadron. 

Commander  James  P.  McKinstry, 

77.  S.  S.  Daeotah. 


U.  S.  Consulate-General, 

Havana,  October  4,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  The  following  transcript  of  a  letter  I  sent  under  date  of 
yesterday  to  Commodore  Lardner  conveys  all  the  information  I  possess 
respecting  the  movements  of  rebel  vessels : 

I  have  to  advise  you  of  the  arrival  lately  of  three  steamers  from  Southern  ports, 
viz:  September  21,  British  steamer  Victoria,  Lambert,  from  Sabine  Pass,  cotton; 
September  23,  Confederate  steamer  Cuba,  Wilson,  from  Mobile,  cotton;  October  1, 
British  steamer  Alice,  from  Mobile,  cotton.  These  steamers,  under  English  colors, 
are  Southern  or  Confederate  property,  and  carry  the  enemy’s  flag  forward.  The 
steamers  Arizona,  Austin,  W.  G.  Ifeu  es,  and  Atlantic  are  still  here,  and  some  of  them 
seem  to  he  making  preparations  for  departure. 
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The  U.  S.  steam  sloop  of  war  Dacotah,  Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry,  was  here  some 
eight  or  ten  days  ago.  I  advised  Captain  McKinstry  of  the  intended  movements  of 
these  rebel  vessels. 

I  advised  Captain  McKinstry  of  the  probable  arrival  of  these  steamers,  as  they 
generally  come  one  after  the  other  in  short  intervals,  and  told  him  that  the  next 
point  to  cruise  for  them  was  between  this  and  Bahia  Honda.  Since  this  conversa¬ 
tion  the  Alice  and  Cuba  have  arrived. 

The  health  here  will  permit  you  to  coal  whenever  you  think  proper 
to  do  so.  The  entire  cost  is  $3  [  ?  ]  per  ton.  I  presume  bills  on  our 
Government  are  salable  here,  though  at  a  very  heavy  loss;  first-class 
merchants’  bills  are  at  a  high  discount,  and  generally  bills  on  Govern 
ment  do  not  bring  as  much  as  the  others. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  W.  Shufeldt. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Dacotah ,  off  Havana. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  [ October  10 , 1862.} 

(Beceived  [Washington]  4:10  p.  m. 
The  rebel  steamer  290  has  seized  and  burned  five  of  our  whaleships 
off  the  Western  Islands  about  the  5th  September.  There  is  a  large 
Heet  of  whalers  requiring  the  protection  of  the  Government;  an  armed 
steamer  or  steamers  should  be  sent  at  once.  Answer. 

J.  C.  Delano, 

In  helialf  of  six  shipowners  of  New  Bedford. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilhes,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  announcing  arrival  at  Havana ,  and  transmitting  cor¬ 
respondence  with  authorities  at  Bermuda: 

II.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana ,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  correspondence 
had  at  Bermuda,  and  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  will  write  the  Depart¬ 
ment  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  arrived  here  with  the  Wachusett  this 
morning.  All  well. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 


Government  House, 

Mount  Langton,  Bermuda,  September  27,  1862. 
Sir  :  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  being  fully  determined 
to  observe  the  duties  of  neutrality  during  the  existing  hostilities 
between  the  United  States  and  the  States  calling  themselves  “the 
Confederate  States  of  America,”  and  being,  moreover,  resolved  to  pre- 
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vent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of  tier  Majesty’s  harbors,  ports,  and 
coasts,  and  the  waters  within  her  Majesty’s  territorial  jurisdiction, 
in  aid  of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either  belligerent,  1  am  commanded 
to  communicate  for  your  information  and  guidance  extracts  from  cer¬ 
tain  rules  laid  down  by  her  Majesty’s  orders*  and  directions,  and  which 
came  into  force  in  these  islands  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  St.  George  Ord, 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

The  Officer  Commanding  TJ.  S.  Ships  of  War, 

Off  St.  George ,  Bermuda. 


IT.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

St.  George  Harbor ,  September  27 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date,  and  will  avail  myself  of  the  honor  of  visiting  you 
in  person  this  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Bear- Admiral ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  West  India  Squadron. 

Ilis  Excellency  H.  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  St.  George ,  Bermuda. 


TJ.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

St.  George  Harbor ,  Bermuda ,  September  30  [1862] — 8  p.  m. 

Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  his  Excellency  the  governor 
of  this  island,  I  state  through  you,  for  his  information,  that  I  have  just 
had  communication  with  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  the  Sonoma ;  that  he  has  informed  me  that  the  necessary 
repairs  and  coaling  can  all  be  made  in  not  exceeding  thirty  six  hours; 
that  the  Tioga  is  ordered  to  leave  this  port  early  in  the  morning  and  this 
steamer  at  noon.  The  Sonoma  will  enter  to-morrow  morning  after  the 
Tioga  leaves,  according  to  the  understanding  I  had  with  his  Excellency 
to-day  when  he  made  his  visit  to  this  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  the  West  India  Squadron. 

C.  M.  Allen,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Consul  for  the  Bermuda  Islands. 


FT.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

St.  George  Harbor ,  Bermuda ,  October  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  At  the  moment  we  were  prepared  to  lift  our  anchor  to  leave 
this  port,  agreeably  to  the  understanding  I  had  with  your  Excellency, 
an  accident  has  occurred  to  a  tube  or  tubes  of  our  starboard  boiler, 
and  so  serious  a  one  that  it  has  extinguished  the  lire.  I  regret  that 
this  untoward  rupture  has  made  it  impossible  for  this  steamer  to  go  to 
sea  this  morning. 

It  is  due  to  myself  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  have  already 
started  the  work  by  drawing  our  fire  to  get  at  the  defective  part.  I 
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enclose,  for  your  information,  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  stating 
the  probable  time  it  will  require,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  to 
effect  the  repair,  on  the  completion  of  which  the  Wachusett  will  at 
once  leave  the  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  77.  8.  West  India  Squadron. 

His  Excellency  H.  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief ,  Bermuda. 


Government  House, 

St.  George ,  Bermuda ,  October  1,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  day’s  date 
acquainting  me  that  at  the  moment  you  were  preparing  to  lift  anchor 
to  leave  the  port  an  accident  occurred  to  a  tube  or  tubes  of  the  boiler 
of  the  Wachusett ,  to  effect  the  repair  of  which,  the  chief  engineer  states, 
will  require,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  ten  or  twelve  hours,  on  the 
completion  ot'  which  the  Wachusett  will  at  once  leave  the  port. 

As  the  accident  which  lias  occurred  is  one  which  it  would  probably 
be  inconvenient  to  repair  at  sea,  I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  permis¬ 
sion  for  the  Wachusett  to  remain  in  this  harbor  for  the  further  period 
of  ten  or  twelve  hours,  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  required  to  repair 
the  accident,  after  which  this  vessel  must  proceed  to  sea. 

The  gunboat  Tioga  having  completed  her  necessary  supplies  of  coal 
and  gone  outside  to  cruise,  it  is  my  duty  to  enforce  in  her  case  the 
provisions  of  the  rules  laid  down  by  her  Britannic  Majesty,  an  extract 
from  which  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  in  my  communication  of  the  27 th 
September,  and  I  have  to  instruct  you  that  this  vessel  can  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  return  within  these  waters. 

I  beg  also  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  at  the  interview  I  had  the 
honor  to  have  with  you  yesterday,  you  requested  my  permission  for 
the  Sonoma  to  come  into  port  for  the  purpose  of  performing  some 
repairs  to  her  journals  and  valves  which  you  stated  at  the  time  could, 
if  necessary,  be  performed  outside,  but  that  I  at  once  acceded  to  your 
request  and  granted  the  desired  permission. 

No  allusion  was  made  to  the  vessel  requiring  any  coal,  and  had  you 
mentioned  that  such  a  necessity  existed,  I  should  have  explained  to 
you  that  her  Majesty’s  rules  prescribed  that  a  United  States  vessel  of 
war  in  want  of  coal  shall  only  be  supplied  once  in  three  months,  with 
as  much  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  her  to  the  nearest  port  of  her 
own  country,  and  that  inasmuch  as  the  Sonoma  had  arrived  in  this 
port  with  a  supply  of  coal  on  board  which  she  had  since  been  expending 
in  cruising  in  these  waters,  I  could  not  consistently  with  the  spirit  of 
her  Majesty’s  instructions  permit  her  to  take  any  more  coal  on  board. 
I  now  learn  that  this  vessel  is  at  present  engaged  in  taking  in  coal,  but 
being  unwilling  to  enforce  with  anything  like  harshness  the  regulations 
which  she  has  in  this  instance  infringed,  I  shall  not  offer  any  obstacle 
to  her  completing  this  operation  in  the  understanding  that  the  restric¬ 
tion  imposed  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  her  Majesty’s  rules  are 
adhered  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  St.  George  Ord, 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

[Acting  Bear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron.\ 
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Mount  Langton,  Bermuda,  October  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Grant,  B.  N.,  of 
H.  M.  S.  Desperate ,  of  the  particulars  of  an  interview  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  have  with  you  yesterday  evening  in  consequence  of  Captain 
Thrupp,  B.  N.,  of  H.  M.  S.  Desperate  having  instructed  the  commander 
of  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sonoma  that  she  was  not  at  liberty  to  anchor  in 
the  fairway  of  the  channel  leading  into  St.  George  Harbor,  and  which 
instruction  you  observed  I  had  not  communicated  to  you  my  intention 
of  issuing  when  I  had  the  honor  to  see  you  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
I  hasten  to  explain  that  it  was  not  until  after  I  had  landed  from  your 
ship  yesterday  that  I  was  informed  that  the  Sonoma  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  anchoring  in  the  objectionable  position  she  now  occupies,  and 
I  accordingly  instructed  Captain  Thrupp  that  although,  in  pursuance 
of  the  arrangement  made  at  our  interview,  this  vessel  would  be  recalled 
and  directed  to  come  into  the  harbor,  yet  should  her  return  be  delayed 
until  the  evening,  and  should  she  proceed  again  to  anchor  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  alluded  to,  he  was  to  acquaint  her  commander  that  this  could  not 
be  permitted,  and  that  she  was  to  enter  the  harbor  for  repairs. 

To  obviate  the  possibility  of  any  misconception,  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  recapitulate  the  understanding  which  was  arrived  at  yesterday 
respecting  the  future  movements  of  the  vessels  under  your  orders  in 
these  waters,  viz,  that  the  Wachusett  and  the  Tioga  would  proceed  to 
sea  this  day,  and  the  Sonoma  would  come  into  St.  George  Harbor  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  certain  necessary  repairs  which  would  not 
occupy  her  more  than  thirty-six  hours,  after  which  she  would  at  once 
proceed  to  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  St.  George  Ord, 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

[Acting  Bear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron.  ] 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Wachusett, 

St.  George  Harbor ,  October  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  After  a  careful  perusal  of  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  you  have  inferred,  if  not  stated  so  explicitly,  that  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  have  infringed  the  rules 
established  by  her  Britannic  Majesty  whilst  in  the  waters  of  this 
island.  I  should  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  notice  the  charge,  or 
to  attempt  to  correct  the  impression,  were  it  not  that  silence  on  my 
part  might  be  construed  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  truthfulness  of 
the  assertion  and  give  some  color  to  the  charge  you  have,  I  think, 
inadvertently  made  against  the  commanders  serving  under  me.  For 
the  purpose  of  justifying  their  conduct,  as  well  as  my  own  course,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  what  occurred  ou  my  arrival  here, 
and  the  understanding  I  had  with  you,  based  upon  the  rules  established 
by  her  Majesty,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  your  dispatch  of  the 
27th  of  September,  was  conveyed  to  me  on  my  arrival  in  an  unusual 
manner  by  an  individual  without  rank  or  position. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  Colonel  Munro’s 
explanation  to  me  of  the  oversight  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of 
the  station  on  shore  in  failing  to  display  the  English  ensign  at  the  time 
civilities  were  interchanged  was  satisfactory,  and  it  afforded  me  pleas- 
ure  to  notice  that,  on  departing,  this  customary  attention  was  observed. 
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On  my  anchoring  in  this  harbor  of  St.  George  I  found  several  steam¬ 
ers  bearing  the  English  ensign  and  was  informed  (indeed  they  boasted) 
that  they  were  engaged  in  illicit  or  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels, 
several  of  them  having  already  ran  the  blockade  into  and  out  of  South¬ 
ern  ports  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  and  in  direct  violation  of 
her  Majesty’s  proclamation  of  neutrality.  These  facts,  I  am  informed, 
are  well  known  to  every  person  on  these  islands. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  impression  this  state  of  things  was 
calculated  to  make  upon  my  mind,  I  immediately  tendered  a  national 
salute,  through  my  flag  lieutenant,  which  was,  after  some  delay, 
accepted  and  returned  gun  for  gun.  I  also  promptly  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  27th  instant,  and  mentioned  that  I 
should  have  the  honor  to  call  upon  you  that  p.  m.  at  Mount  Langton, 
your  residence,  near  Hamilton,  a  distance  of  12  miles.  This  I  did  in 
company  with  the  American  consul,  C.  M.  Allen,  esq.,  Captain 
Wyman,  commanding  the  Wachusett ,  and  my  flag  lieutenant,  Todd. 
In  my  interview  with  you,  I  enquired  if  my  crews  would  be  required 
to  work  on  Sunday,  or  if  Sunday  was  to  be  counted  in  the  time  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  rules  of  her  Majesty.  You  at  once  told  me  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  work  on  Sunday,  and  that  that  day  would  not  be  counted 
in  the  time  specified;  consequently  no  coaling  was  done  until  Monday. 
At  an  early  hour  on  that  day  the  operation  commenced,  we  employing 
as  many  of  the  working  classes  on  shore  as  was  necessary  to  do  the 
work  expeditiously,  paying  them  liberally  for  their  services,  wishing, 
as  is  our  universal  practice,  to  confer  a  benefit,  though  small,  upon 
them. 

On  Tuesday,  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  make  me  a  visit, 
accompanied  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  Colonel  Munro,  of  the  Thir¬ 
ty-ninth  Regiment.  In  reply  to  your  Excellency’s  question,  when  the 
vessels  under  my  command  would  leave,  I  answered,  the  next  day; 
the  Tioga  at  an  early  hour  and  the  Wacliusett  at  noon.  And  in  answer 
to  your  enquiry  relative  to  the  other  vessel,  the  Sonoma ,  I  said  it  was 
my  intention  to  order  her  in  likewise  for  repairs  and  coal ;  that  I  did 
not  believe  it  would  take  more  than  thirty-six  hours  to  effect  what  Avas 
required.  I  stated  that  as  to  the  exact  time  required  to  get  the  ves¬ 
sel  ready  for  sea,  I  could  not  say  positively,  but  that  I  would  enquire 
of  the  commander  of  the  Sonoma  and  inform  you  particularly  it  you 
desired.  You  requested  me  to  do  so  through  the  American  consul 
that  p.  m.,  which  I  did  in  a  note  to  him.  In  this  statement  I  am  borne 
out  by  Commander  Wyman,  who  was  present  at  the  time  in  my 
cabin. 

Commander  Stevens,  of  the  Sonoma ,  whom  I  sent  for,  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Grant,  of  the  Desperate,  on 
one  of  her  Majesty’s  vessels,  as  he  anchored  in  the  roads  after  dark, 
preparatory  to  obeying  my  orders  to  come  in  in  the  morning,  who  or¬ 
dered  him  off,  saying,  “by  his  governor’s  order  as  well  as  the  admiral’s 
(my)  wishes,”  to  which  Commander  Stevens  replied  “that  he  would  wait 
until  he  received  his  admiral’s  orders;”  that  he  would  consult  me,  and 
he  did  so.  The  plea  set  up  to  him  was  that  he  was  occupying  the 
“fairway,”  which  is  adverted  to  in  your  Excellency’s  dispatch  ol  this 
morning.  I  must  confess  my  ignorance  of  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
“fairway”  in  an  open  roadstead.  In  conversation  with  me  you  adverted 
to  his  anchoring  at  night.  I  said  that  it  no  doubt  was  the  case. 
Commander  Stevens  had  spoken  to  me  of  a  capital  fishing  bank,  about 
5  miles  off,  on  which  he  may  have  anchored.  I  have  never  expressed 
any  wishes  to  any  one  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  Sonoma ,  and 
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certainly  would  not  do  so  to  any  officer  of  tlie  British  Crown,  or  through 
them,  for  the  guidance  of  any  commander  under  me. 

To  proceed.  The  Sonoma  came  in  shortly  after  the  Tioga  left,  and  we 
were  prepared  to  go  to  sea  at  noon,  when  the  occurrence  took  place 
which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  your  Excellency  our  inabil¬ 
ity  to  get  out  under  steam  and  the  necessity  of  making  further  repairs, 
enclosing  to  you  the  report  of  my  chief  engineer  that  the  time  required 
would  not  exceed  ten  or  twelve  hours. 

In  your  dispatch  of  to-day,  relative  to  the  Sonoma ,  you  state  that  no 
allusion  was  made  to  that  vessel  requiring  coal.  Captain  Wyman  and 
myself  are  fully  impressed  with  the  fact  that  it  was  stated  and,  even  if 
it  had  not  been  pointedly  referred  to,  your  own  knowledge  and  good 
sense  would  have  led  you  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  intended.  The 
other  vessels  having  been  permitted  to  take  in  the  amount  of  coal 
specified  in  her  Majesty’s  rules  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  like 
permission  was  accorded  to  her.  Moreover,  in  my  note  to  the  consul, 
written  at  your  request,  coaling  was  expressly  referred  to.  I  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  note.  Furthermore,  in  your  dispatch  you  state  that  I  men¬ 
tioned  the  repairs  on  the  Sonoma  could,  if  necessary,  be  performed  out¬ 
side.  No  such  idea  ever  entered  my  mind  that  they  could  be  effected 
there. 

In  carefully  perusing  your  dispatch  of  to-day,  with  all  due  respect, 
I  can  not  avoid  being  struck  with  some  of  its  peculiar  expressions;  one 
of  them,  u  I  have  to  instruct  you  that  this  vessel  (the  Tioga )  can  not  be 
permitted  to  return  within  these  waters.”  This  I  can  not  permit;  my 
Government  has  alone  the  power  of  instructing  me.  The  Tioga  left 
this  morning  to  cruise,  and  she  has  not  as  yet  infringed  upon  any  of 
her  Majesty’s  rules.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  remarks  in 
your  dispatch  relative  to  her  are  entirely  uncalled  for. 

1  feel  myself  called  upon,  in  behalf  of  my  Government,  to  express 
my  thanks  for  the  limited  privileges  extended  to  us  under  her  Majesty’s 
rules.  At  the  same  time,  I  can  not  but  express  my  regret  that  the 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor  of  these  islands  should  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  inform  me  verbally  that  they  and  the  officers  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty’s  service  were  debarred  from  extending  to  us  the  cus¬ 
tomary  civilities  of  a  public  and  social  character,  in  consequence  of  our 
being  engaged  in  putting  down  a  rebellion  now  raging  against  the 
Union  and  our  flag,  but  that  when  the  difficulties  terminated  they  would 
extend  to  us  every  kindness  that  lay  in  their  power.  In  answer,  and 
in  great  contrast  to  this,  you  will  recollect,  I  replied  that  the  British 
officers  and  flag  now  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  were  receiving  every  kindness  and  attention  that  could  be  show¬ 
ered  upon  them. 

I  can  not  close  this  communication  without  adverting  to  the  well- 
known  character  of  the  steamers  now  lying  in  this  harbor,  who,  as  before 
remarked,  have  avowed  their  intention  to  run  the  blockade,  and  who 
receive  every  facility  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  British  flag  and 
protection.  I  shall  feel  in  duty  bound  to  inform  my  Government  of 
the  facts  concerning  them. 

With  great  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe¬ 
dient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  West  India  Squadron . 

His  Excellency  H.  St.  George  Ord, 

Qovernor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Bermuda. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West 

India  Squadron,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  instruc¬ 
tions  to  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Havana,  October  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Department, 
copies  of  instructions  to  the  Octorara ,  Sonoma,  and  Tioga. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

Off  Berm  uda,  October  2,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  remain  cruising  off  this  island,  having  in  company  the 
Tioga ,  until  you  will  have  left  sufficient  coal  to  make  the  New  Providence 
Channel  or  Havana,  should  you  not,  in  the  meantime,  receive  orders 
from  me. 

To  the  printed  and  written  instructions  of  the  Department  you  are 
particularly  referred,  and  special  care  will  be  taken  to  avoid  in  any  way 
the  infringement  of  the  Queen’s  proclamation,  or  doing  any  act  by  which 
the  waters  of  the  colonial  territories  or  dependencies  would  be  infringed. 
As  to  your  search  and  capture  of  vessels,  I  have  nothing  to  add,  except 
that  it  should  be  most  rigid.  In  case  you  should  make  any  captures 
you  will  send  them  into  one  of  the  Northern  ports  for  adjudication, 
according  to  instructions.  You  will  keep  a  friendly  intercourse  with 
Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  here,  who  will  give  you  the  latest  information 
respecting  events.  It  is  to  [be]  hoped  you  will  suffer  nothing  to  escape 
you  either  going  in  or  coming  out.  You  will  keep  me  advised  of  your 
doings  by  every  opportunity. 

I  desire  you  to  allow  Commander  Bodgers  to  read  these  orders  and 
make  a  copy  of  them. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  'Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sonoma. 


Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

October  7,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  await  between  Bocky  Point  and  the  Stirrup  Cays  the 
return  of  the  small  sloop,  and  receive  from  her  any  pilot  or  pilots  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau  may  send  to  me.  The  price  agreed  upon  with 
Lanady,  the  person  who  has  charge  of  the  sloop  and  to  execute  the 
mission  into  Nassau  Harbor,  is  $80,  if  he  returns  with  a  pilot;  if  with 
only  a  letter,  $65,  which  you  will  order  the  paymaster  to  pay  him  in 
specie.  The  pilots,  if  brought  off',  you  will  receive  on  board  and  open 
the  letter  which  the  consul  directs  to  me;  he  stating  the  terms  which 
he  has  agreed  upon,  you  will  sanction  and  pay.  I  desire  you  to  procure 
all  the  information  you  can  in  relation  to  the  vessels,  both  steamers  and 
sailing  vessels,  the  routes  they  take,  and  the  best  channels.  None  but 
good  pilots  can  be  of  use  in  showing  you  these  and  fully  informing 
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you  of  all  the  circumstances,  dangers,  and  passages  that  are  practicable 
for  vessels  both  of  light  and  heavy  draft  of  water. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  point  out  to  you  the  cruising  ground; 
it  now  lies  around  you,  and  after  you  get  the  pilot  on  board  it  will  more 
readily  appear  what  is  feasible  and  what  is  not. 

You  will  open  all  the  communications  directed  to  me  from  the  consul 
and  make  use  of  any  information  you  may  desire  from  them,  keeping 
them  strictly  confidential  between  ourselves.  On  or  about  the  12th  I 
think  you  will  see  at  Little  Stirrup  Cay  the  brig  Ur  ana ,  Cerubs  mas¬ 
ter,  who  is  loaded  with  about 300  tons  of  coal;  fill  up  from  her.  A  few 
days  later,  from  the  15th  to  20tli,  the  Sonoma  and  Tioga  will  pass  here. 
If  the  coal  has  arrived,  they  will  fill  up  and  discharge  the  brig,  when  you 
will  pay  the  amount  of  charter  party  as  agreed  on,  the  captain  produc¬ 
ing  his  contract  with  me,  and  having  complied  with  his  engagements, 
either  in  bills  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or  in  United  States  bills. 

For  the  Sonoma  and  Tioga,  I  enclose  you  orders.  You  will  give  their 
commanders  the  information  you  possess  and  direct  their  cruising  under 
advisement  with  their  officers. 

Coal  (2,000  tons)  will  be  deposited  in  Turkey  [Turtle]  Harbor,  as  I  am 
informed  by  the  Navy  Department,  for  the  use  of  the  squadrou.  Tur¬ 
key  [Turtle]  Harbor  is  a  few  miles  to  the  north  of  Carysfort  light-house 
on  the  Florida  coast,  to  which  you  can  resort  for  coal  after  the  2oth  of 
this  month. 

I  shall  probably  return  here  in  fifteen  days.  I  may  be  delayed  some 
days  longer.  Write  me  to  The  Havannah,  which  will  be  my  head¬ 
quarters. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Commander  Napoleon  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  the  Octorara. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  relative  to  disregard  of  neutrality  regulations  on  the 
part  of  some  British  officials  at  Nassau  and  Bermuda. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana ,  October  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  communicate  to  the  Department  the  infraction  of  the 
neutrality  regulations  by  the  commander  of  H.  B.  M.  gunboat  Bull  Dog, 
in  transporting  Captain  Pegram  and  seven  officers  from  Nassau  to  Ber¬ 
muda,  in  July  last,  on  their  way  to  England  to  take  charge  of  the  290 
or  other  vessels  about  to  fit  out  there  under  the  secesli  flag,  and  that  I 
have  little  doubt  but  [that]  the  officials,  both  at  Nassau  and  Bermuda, 
were  aware  of  and  assented  to  the  violation.  This  information  I  have 
from  most  reliable  authority,  those  who  knew  Captain  Pegram  and 
Lieutenant  Bennett  well  and  witnessed  their  arrival  at  Bermuda  and 
embarkation  on  board  the  mail  packet  for  Halifax.  They  staid  but  a 
few  hours  at  Bermuda. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting J  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron . 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Letter  from  the  U.  8.  consul  at  Nassau  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes , 

U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  giving  description  of 

vessels  about  to  run  the  blockade  from  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

October  11,  1862. 

SiR:  I  liave  tLe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  whicli  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  at  once  took  meas¬ 
ures  to  procure  for  you  two  trusty  and  efficient  pilots  from  the  list  of 
names  in  your  letter,  but  they  were  all  absent  or  sick  but  one,  Stephen 
Roberts,  and  he  was  just  getting  over  a  spree.  This  man  is  the  most 
efficient  on  your  list,  and,  in  fact,  he  is  the  best  Bahama  pilot  to  be  had 
here.  Idnvve  long  had  my  eye  on  him  for  the  purpose  for  which  you 
now  require  him.  He  has  but  this  fault,  of  drinking  too  much  when 
he  can  procure  liquor,  but  in  his  sober  mood  he  not  only  bears  an  excel¬ 
lent  reputation  as  a  man,  but  also  as  one  of  the  very  best  pilots  among 
the  Bahama  cays  and  reefs.  I  therefore  do  not  hesitate  to  send  him 
with  the  above  forewarning.  The  other  man  whom  I  have  selected, 
Samuel  Pintard,  has  also  been  well  recommended  to  me,  more  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  which  brought  me  your  note.  Pin¬ 
tard  is  said  to  be  a  good  pilot  and  a  sober  and  trusty  man. 

I  proceed  to  a  description  of  the  vessels  now  here  and  about  to  run 
the  blockade. 

No.  1.  Steamer  Scotia.  Long,  low,  iron  vessel,  schooner  rigged ;  two 
pipes  athwart  ship;  side- wheel;  not  very  fast,  and  with  a  dilapidated 
engine;  painted  light  lead  color,  bright  red  bottom;  sails  soon;  has 
run  the  blockade  once. 

No.  2.  Steamer  Leopard.  Much  the  same  kind  of  vessel  as  No.  1. 
Has  one  pipe,  which,  with  her  two  masts,  rakes  very  much;  is  coaled 
up,  ready  for  sea. 

No.  3.  Steamer  Anglia.  Three-masted  rig;  side- wheel;  hull  black, 
with  white  paddle  boxes;  left  some  time  since  for  the  Southern  States, 
but  was  scared  back  once  by  a  U.  S.  cruiser,  and  once  by  the  yellow 
fever  breaking  out  among  her  crew;  has  on  board  a  valuable  cargo, 
contraband  of  war. 

No.  4.  Brig  Fannie  Lewis.  Brigantine,  with  maintopsailand  topgallant 
sail.  Has  on  board  a  lot  of  contraband,  but  her  destination  is  unknown. 
Sails  unbent  and  not  likely  to  leave  port  soon.  There  are  several 
small  schooners  and  sloops,  names  unknown,  with  salt  and  provisions, 
ready  to  try  their  chances.  One  schooner  is  named  the  Equal ,  her 
secesli  owner,  Ilius,  being  now  here,  and  I  believe  she  is  intended  for 
the  Southern  ports. 

Your  advent  off  this  port  gave  rise  to  many  rumors  and  newspaper 
remarks  and  street-corner  speculations.  I  send  you  the  local-  papers. 

I  hear  that  a  large  British-Confederate  steamer  is  on  the  south  side  of 
this  island,  with  a  large  cargo  destined  for  the  rebel  market.  Nassau 
is  as  strongly  secession  as  Charleston  to-day,  and  has  been  for  the  past 
year,  and  I  hope  and  pray  that  your  presence  in  these  waters  will  put 
a  full  stop  to  the  blockade  running  and  lessen  the  ridicule  vented  upon 
our  flags  by  the  Conchs  at  every  fresh  arrival  from  Dixie. 

A  small  tugboat,  called  the  Mariner ,  arrived  the  day  after  you  left, 
direct  from  Wilmington,  loaded  with  cotton.  She  reported  the  safe 
arrival  of  the  notorious  blockade  runner,  the  steamer  Kate,  on  her 
fortieth  ( !),  I  believe,  successful  passage  through  our  blockading  fleets. 

I  do  not  think  of  any  further  information  that  would  benefit  you  or 
the  country,  and  as  to  the  point  for  our  mutual  communications,  I 
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know  of  none  better  than  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  unless  you  desire 
to  come  to  off  this  port,  prior  to  which  the  governor  has  insisted  that 
his  gracious  permission  is  requisite. 

Wishing  you  every  success  and  all  prosperity, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

U.  8.  West  India  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Commander  Stevens ,  U .  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Sonoma ,  to  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  West  Indies,  denying  any  inten¬ 
tional  inf  ringement  of  the  regulations  of  her  Majesty’s  Government. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Off  Bermuda,  October  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communica¬ 
tion  of  your  Excellency  of  yesterday’s  date. 

The  boat  to  which  you  refer  as  having  landed  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
George  was  one  of  the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma,  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  and  was  sent  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  United  States  consul  on  matters  pertaining  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  She  was  sent  with¬ 
out  any  intention  of  violating  any  of  the  principles  embraced  in  the 
proclamation  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  nor  had  I  reason  to  suppose 
there  could  be  any  infringement  of  the  laws  or  regulations  of  her  Maj¬ 
esty’s  Government  in  the  landing  of  a  boat  from  an  American  man-of- 
war,  in  a  harbor  of  her  Majesty’s  possessions,  between  whose  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  of  my  own  peaceful  relations  exist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  U.  Stevens, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Sonoma. 
His  Excellency  IT.  St.  George  Orb, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Bermuda. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron,' of  the  detention  of  blockade  runners  by  lvis  arrival  at 
Bermuda ,  and  of  the  attitude  of  authorities  toward  officers  of  the  United 
States  vessels. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana ,  October  12,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  unable  to  write  you  since  I  left  Bermuda, 
from  which  place  I  last  wrote.  My  arrival  at  Bermuda  was  quite  oppor¬ 
tune.  I  found  there  seven  steamers  awaiting  in  the  harbor  of  St.  George 
under  the  British  flag  which  had  run  or  intended  to  run  the  blockade, 
three  of  them  ready  to  depart,  and  avowed  openly  their  intention  to  run 
the  blockade,  having  a  large  amount  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other 
contraband  articles  on  board.  Our  arrival  put  a  stop  to  their  departure, 
and  threw  them  and  their  agents  on  shore  in  great  consternation.  We 
anchored  in  the  outer  roads  after  dark  and  then  entered  the  harbor  early 
the  next  morning,  with  the  Wachusett  and  Tioga,  leaving  the  Sonoma 
to  watch  outside  for  any  others,  which  were  expected  daily.  Among 
them  was  the  Eureka  [Enrica],  or  290.  On  our  entrance  no  national  flag 
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was  hoisted  at  any  flagstaff's  on  the  forts,  and  after  I  had  been  at  anchor 
some  two  hours,  the  governor’s  yacht  came  down  from  the  west  end  and 
a  dispatch  was  sent  to  me  by  a  common  person  who  had  neither  rank 
or  station,  while  the  governor’s  secretary  was  on  board  the  yacht.  The 
dispatch  was  a  printed  document  containing  extract  from  her  Majesty’s 
proclamation  relative  to  the  extent  of  the  permission  or  liberty  allowed 
us  of  making  repairs  and  taking  in  coal.  I  enclose  it,  as  it  was  omitted 
to  be  sent  when  the  correspondence  wThich  subsequently  took  place  was 
forwarded  to  you. 

I  must  confess  I  was  a  little  in  doubt  how  to  act,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  made  up  my  mind  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  dispatch 
and  to  inform  the  governor  I  would  call  upon  him  that  afternoon, 
sealed  and  sent  it  by  the  same  messenger.  1  called  on  him,  though  it 
was  12  miles  distant;  was  received  with  every  politeness  and  accorded 
all  I  wished  relative  to  repairs  and  coaling.  It  was  expressly  stated 
then  to  him  I  had  three  vessels;  that  although  the  repairs  were  light 
they  were  needful.  In  the  meantime  I  determined  that  the  omis¬ 
sion  to  hoist  their  flag  and  to  forward  his  dispatch  by  a  suitable  mes¬ 
senger  might  have  been  accidental;  I  would  not  omit  to  act  with  all  due 
courtesy  to  the  nation  whose  port  we  had  visited,  and  sent  my  flag 
lieutenant  to  tender  a  salute,  if  it  would  be  answered.  After  some  little 
delay,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  lieutenant-governor,  it  was 
accepted,  and  the  salute  returned  gun  for  gun.  This  took  place  on 
Saturday,  and  Sunday  was  allowed  to  be  a  day  of  rest,  so  we  did  no 
work.  During  this  time  I  became  aware  that  much  influence  was 
being  used  to  endeavor  to  drive  us  from  the  port  and  curtail  our  privi¬ 
leges  under  her  Majesty’s  proclamation  to  the  most  confined  limits. 
The  two  vessels  (the  Wachusett  and  Tioga)  began  to  coal  on  Monday 
and  continued,  employing  the  natives  for  that  purpose.  It  was  slow 
progress,  and  what  might  have  been  done  in  a  few  hours  at  home 
required  many  at  Bermuda.  The  governor  came  down  on  Tuesday  and 
sent  his  respects  to  know  if  I  could  receive  him  on  board  at  1 :30  o’clock 
or  when;  the  hour  suiting  me,  I  acceded  to  it  and  accordingly  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  him,  which  we  did  suitably  to  his  rank  and  station. 
The  salute  was  returned  by  the  fort. 

During  this  visit,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  his  aid,  the  lieutenant-governor  took  occasion  to  apolo¬ 
gize  and  explain  away  their  failure  on  our  arrival  to  display  their  flag, 
and  assured  me  the  sergeant  in  charge  had  been  severely  punished  for 
his  neglecting  to  do  so.  I  told  him  I  regretted  that  anyone  should  be 
punished,  but  it  had  surprised  me  that  such  an  observance  had  been 
omitted  in  a  British  port,  and  passed  it  off,  accepting,  of  course,  his 
apology,  although  I  felt  satisfied  he  it  was  who  was  to  blame,  as  he  is 
what  the  people  of  Bermuda  call  a  rank  secessionist.  During  the  con¬ 
versation  the  governor  reverted  to  the  time  of  our  leaving,  which  he 
desired  to  have  distinctly  stated,  that  her  Britannic  Majesty’s  rules  might 
be  carried  out.  So  far  as  the  Waclmsett  and  Tioga  were  concerned  I 
could  tell  him  within  an  hour;  but  as  to  the  Sonoma ,  which  vessel  was 
outside,  it  was  requisite  I  should  see  her  commander  first,  and  would 
communicate  with  him  before  night,  and  he  desired  I  would  write 
through  the  consul  and  let  himknow.  This  I  accordingly  did,  and  shortly 
afterward  Commander  Stevens  reported  to  me  that  H.B.  M.  S .Desperate 
had  sent  an  officer  on  board  to  say  the  governor  had  ordered  that  his 
vessel  must  either  go  into  port  then  or  weigh  anchor  and  stand  off.  I 
told  Commander  Stevens  to  stay  where  he  was,  and  where  I  had  ordered 
him,  and  also  to  tell  the  British  lieutenant  the  same;  he  had  been 
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ordered  tliere  preparatory  to  coming  in  port  in  the  morning,  which  he 
would  do.  This  was  all  communicated  to  the  governor  by  an  aid,  who 
made  the  journey  to  Hamilton  during  the  night,  and  was  on  board  the 
Wachusett  by  7  o’clock  with  a  dispatch  and  request  to  see  me.  I  was 
dressing,  and  after  leisurely  performing  that  operation,  I  received  him. 
It  was  the  dispatch  of  1st  October  sent  you.  His  message  was  to  tell 
me  the  governor  had  not  understood  the  Sonoma  was  to  coal,  but  only 
make  repairs.  I  said  it  could  not  be,  for  my  note  through  the  consul, 
[from]  which  I  read  an  extract,  expressly  referred  to  repairs  and  coal¬ 
ing,  and  that  the  vessel  had  come  into  port  and  was  then  hauling  to  the 
wharf,  and  if  the  governor  desired  to  stop  her,  I  must  have  it  from 
himself  in  writing.  The  Sonoma  went  on  coaling.  At  noon  the  Wachu¬ 
sett  was  getting  up  steam  wheu  several  of  her  tubes  began  to  leak  and 
the  fires  of  that  boiler  were  nearly  extinguished.  This  caused  my  note 
to  the  governor  in  which  I  sent  the  engineer’s  report. 

The  governor’s  second  dispatch  came  to  me  late  iu  the  afternoon  by 
the  hand  of  his  secretary,  according  me  permission  which  I  had  not 
asked,  and  contained  many  objectionable  features;  and  the  conversa¬ 
tion  I  had  with  his  secretary  satisfied  me  that  the  governor  had  been 
influenced  to  endeavor  to  give  a  misconstruction  to  the  understanding 
between  us,  about  which  there  could  be  no  mistake,  and  to  which  Com¬ 
mander  Wyman  was  a  witness.  Under  the  hints  thrown  out  thatthose 
under  my  command  had  intentionally  infringed  her  Majesty’s  rules,  I 
wrote  him  my  last  dispatch  the  same  evening  and  came  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  to  give  the  Sonoma  aud  Tioga  orders  to  remain  off  the  island 
as  long  as  they  could,  reserving  only  enough  coal  to  reach  The  Havan 
nah.  Many  little  aunoyauces  were  attempted,  and  no  attentions  what¬ 
ever,  except  by  two  or  three  gentlemen  and  their  families,  were 
extended  to  us.  They  are  all  a  pack  of  secessionists,  and  were  in 
hopes  to  get  rid  of  us,  but,  notwithstanding,  we  procured  all  we  wanted, 
and  they  will  find  themselves  sadly  mistaken],  at  least  for  some  weeks 
after  I  left  the  island,  which  Avas  on  the  2d  October,  at  night.  In  four 
days  we  made  the  Abaco  point,  where  I  fell  in  with  the  Octorara, 
agreeably  to  my  orders  to  her.  I  remained  a  day  with  her  and  then 
left  her  to  cruise  off  and  on  the  Abaco,  to  secure  pilots  and  visit,  Avhen 
the  sea  would  permit,  Man  of  War  Cay  and  the  Avreck  of  the  Adiron¬ 
dack,  as  you  desired.  The  Octorara  will  be  able  to  cruise  there  twenty 
days,  and  will  fill  up  her  coal  from  the  brig  I  chartered  at  Bermuda, 
Avliich  vessel  I  directed  to  anchor  at  Little  Stirrup  Cay,  where  she  will 
also  remain  for  the  Sonoma  and  Tioga  to  coal  from,  t  thence  directed 
the  Wachusett  to  the  Florida  coast,  near  Carysfort  light-house,  to  visit 
Turtle  Harbor  (not  Turkey  Harbor)  and  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  Carysfort  light  house.  In  moving  down  the  reef  between  Cape 
Florida  light  and  Carysfort,  the  Wachusett  went  on  a  coral  bunch  [beach], 
where  she  lay  about  one-half  hour,  and  then  was  got  afloat  without 
injury.  Having  lost  some  time,  and  it  being  late  in  the  afternoon,  I 
caused  her  course  toward  this  port,  off  Avliich  we  arrived  the  next  even¬ 
ing  all  well. 

I  can  not  close  this  note  without  naming  to  you  the  satisfactory  inter¬ 
course  I  had  with  our  consul,  Mr.  C.  M.  Allen,  aud  the  aid  and  infor¬ 
mation  he  gave  me. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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General  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  8.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  West  India  Squadron,  of  affairs  on  that  station. 


Flag  Steamer  Waciiusett, 

At  Havana,  Cuba,  October  13,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  my  last  note  I  detailed  to  you  the  circumstances  attend¬ 
ing  my  visit  to  Bermuda  and  the  state  of  feeling  which  existed  there. 
On  my  arrival  here  I  found  great  excitement  in  consequence  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Blanche,  steamer,  being  run  ashore  and  fired  by  one 
of  our  vessels  of  war  a  few  days  since,  probably  the  Montgomery,  Com¬ 
mander  Hunter,  who  communicated  with  our  consul-general  a  few  hours 
previously.  This  unwarrantable  act  was  at  first  laid  to  me  or  one  of 
my  squadron,  and  was  promptly  brought  to  my  notice  by  the  governor- 
general  through  his  principal  staff  officer,  shortly  after  I  was  informed 
of  it  by  our  consul-general.  I  of  course  at  once  denied  any  knowledge  of 
it,  or  sanction  of  such  an  act  and  infringement  of  the  waters  of  Spanish 
territory,  and  as  promptly  asked  a  personal  interview  of  the  captain- 
general,  which  he  accorded  to  me  at  11  o’clock  the  next  day.  This 
intercourse  took  place,  and  resulted  in  my  satisfying  him  that  whoever 
committed  the  act,  it  would  be  disapproved  of  by  my  Government  and 
due  reparation  made.  That  I  could  assure  him  it  was  contrary  to  all 
inductions  issued  by  you  and  would  be  visited  on  the  head  of  the  officer 
whoever  he  might  be;  that  my  instructions  were  very  positive  to  avoid 
any  act  which  would  give  umbrage  to  the  Spanish  nation  or  invade 
their  territory,  and  had  it  been  done  by  any  officer  under  my  command 
I  would  immediately  send  him  home  under  arrest.  He  seemed  greatly 
relieved  and  felt  satisfied,  as  he  assured  me,  with  my  views  and  disap¬ 
proval  of  the  act.  At  the  same  time  I  assured  him  that  I  could  not 
but  doubt  that  the  outrage  was  not  as  great  as  was  represented,  and 
hoped  it  would  prove  so  when  the  truth  came  to  be  known,  but  that 
I  could  assure  him  that  no  such  act  should  be  repeated  by  any  vessel 
under  my  command,  knowing  well,  as  1  did,  the  desire  of  my  Govern¬ 
ment  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations  with  that  of  Spain.  I  did 
this  with  a  desire  to  arrest  every  furthercause  of  excitement  and  under 
it  to  induce  them  to  put  restrictions  on  us  here  of  which  the  consul- 
general  felt  much  apprehension  might  be  the  result.  The  difficulty  is, 
however,  now  over  and  an  interchange  of  courtesies  has  taken  place. 
The  governor-general  sent  the  commander  of  the  forces  and  his  chief 
of  staff  to  assure  me  that  such  was  the  case,  arid  to  express  tome  his 
satisfaction  and  good  will.  It  affords  me  pleasure,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  you,  that  all  and  every  misunderstanding  has  been  avoided  and 
our  relations  maintained. 

Now,  about  my  plans  and  my  squadron.  I  have  not  yet  had  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  Dacotah,  Cimarron,  or  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  nor  have  I 
heard  anything  of  the  Vanderbilt.  The  former  is,  I  understand,  cruis¬ 
ing  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba.  In  a  few  days  she  will  probably  return 
here  to  coal.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  and  I  am  satis¬ 
fied  I  shall  want  more  vessels  to  perform  it  effectually  and  well.  There 
are  very  many  vessels  (steamers)  now  engaged  running  the  blockade, 
and  they  consider  they  can  do  it  with  impunity.  I  am  fully  confident 
that  with  a  sufficient  force  I  can  put  a  stop  to  it,  or  make  it  so  difficult 
as  will  cause  it  to  cease. 

It  is  proper  that  I  should  state  the  situation  of  things  in  the  West 
Indies  as  far  as  my  enquiries  have  led  me  to  a  knowledge  of  the  intention 
of  the  Confederates.  They  have  sent  a  number  of  officers  to  take  com¬ 
mand  of  vessels  of  war,  built  or  building  in  England,  to  prey  upon  our 
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commerce,  as  is  reported  to  have  been  their  intention  as  respects  the  290, 
or  Eureka  [ Enrica] ,  and  the  Oreto;  and  although  the  Department  has 
only  brought  to  my  notice  these  two,  yet  I  have  a  knowledge  ot  several. 
The  officers  assigned  to  them  have  already  been  gone  some  time  and 
arrived  in  England.  Pegram  is  a  case  with  seven  officers  who  went  in 
the  British  gunboat  Bull  Dog  from  Nassau  to  Bermuda,  and  thence  took 
passage  for  Halifax.  Ap  Catesby  Jones  is  another  case.  At  the  last 
accounts  he  was  at  Nassau  with  a  set  of  officers,  having  arrived  there 
in  a  pilot  boat  belonging  to  Nassau,  and  others  are,  or  have  departed 
from  this  place  for  similar  purposes,  all  tending  to  show  a  certainty 
that  the  Confederates  are  looking  to  the  disturbance  of  our  commerce, 
and  especially  in  the  West  Indies,  which  they  no  doubt  know  to  be  one 
of  our  most  vulnerable  points.  This  is  daily  canvassed  in  this  port 
among  those  who  are  most  likely  to  be  well  informed  upon  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  rebels,  and  I  think  we  may  as  well  take  timely  warning  to 
counteract  their  movements.  The  California  steamer  is  one  object  that 
has  and  will,  no  doubt,  claim  their  first  notice.  Hitherto  they  have 
had  no  vessels  of  sufficient  speed  to  attempt  their  capture,  but  they 
arebecoming  more  confident  in  having  acquired  a  betterclassof  steamers 
and  those  of  high  speed,  and  if  we  intend  effectually  to  intercept,  cap¬ 
ture,  and  destroy  them,  it  behooves  us  to  extend  in  numbers  and  force 
as  well  as  speed.  There  are  positions  which  I  desire  to  occupy  which 
their  vessels  must  pass  or  resort  to,  of  which  I  am  fast  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion.  It  is  utterly  useless  for  us  to  attempt  to  cruise  successfully  at 
these  points  with  single  steamers  and  effectually  put  a  stop  to  their 
proceedings.  They  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  time  of  our  vessels 
coaling,  and  if  it  becomes  known  when  the  men-of-war  have  gone  they 
can  calculate  the  chances  of  her  withdrawal  as  accurately  as  I  can  and 
then  take  their  chance.  Two  of  the  British  “whitewashed”  steamers 
ran  unseen  past  the  Bahia  Honda,  off  which  one  of  our  men-of-war  had 
been  cruising,  but  had  left  to  coal  at  Key  West,  for  only  a  couple  of 
days.  This  could  not  have  happened  if  our  vessels  should  cruise  in 
pairs,  as  was  and  is  my  intention  to  employ  those  under  my  command, 
and  have  them  regularly  relieved,  so  as  to  maintain  a  constant  watch 
over  these  stations.  There  is  another  point  of  great  interest  also;  I 
mean  the  slave  trade  connected  with  this  island.  There  have  been 
upward  of  10,000  Africans  imported  within  the  last  few  months,  and 
one  cargo  was  lauded  within  a  short  distance  of  this  port.  Both  the 
north  and  south  shores  of  the  island  require  attention  to  intercept  this 
nefarious  traffic,  therefore  you  may  readily  see  that  it  requires  more 
vessels  than  you  have  assigned  to  my  command  to  perform  those  duties 
embraced  in  my  instructions.  All  energy  will  be  used  to  effect  the 
object  of  the  Department,  but  I  should  not  have  less  than  twelve  ves¬ 
sels,  and  all  should  be  of  the  highest  speed  to  insure  success  and  avoid 
an  unequal  contest  on  our  part.  I  am  confident  when  I  assure  the 
Department  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with  the  results  as  to  our  com¬ 
mercial  community  in  the  security  they  will  enjoy,  and  convoy  in  some 
cases  may  be  required.  The  Department  will  therefore  readily  perceive 
the  necessity  which  exists  without  my  going  more  into  details.  I  have 
a  request  to  make,  that  any  vessels  that  may  be  ordered  to  join  the 
other  squadrons  in  the  gulf  will  be  instructed  to  avoid  any  acts  of 
violence  within  the  neutrality  of  the  Spanish  waters,  as  it  will  com¬ 
promise  my  position  now  with  this  Government,  and  render  those 
who  are  friendly  disposed  to  our  cause  inimical,  and  my  exertions 
here  to  produce  and  maintain  harmony  ineffectual.  I  have  immedi¬ 
ate  reference  now  to  such  acts  as  the  Montgomery  has  committed,  and 
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which  at  first  assumed  appearances  of  some  evil  foreboding,  but  are 
now  at  rest. 

It  is  my  intention  to  leave  this  to-morrow  and  cruise  for  two  or  three 
vessels  now  daily  expected  to  arrive  and  whom  I  entertain  some  hopes 
of  being  able  fo  intercept.  The  fever  at  this  point  is  no  longer  consid¬ 
ered  an  epidemic,  but  still  there  are  cases  of  it  in  the  harbor.  Feeling 
the  necessity  of  having  early  communications  with  our  consul-general, 
Mr.  Shufeldt,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  come  in  and  ascertain  the 
position  of  things. 

I  shall  keep  you  advised,  by  every  opportunity,  of  my  proceeding  and 
the  situation  of  things  appertaining  to  my  command. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge, 
to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  to 
proceed  to  Lisbon,  Portugal,  for  instructions  as  to  movements  for  pro¬ 
tection  of  commerce. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Fayal,  October  14,  1862. 

Sir:  So  soon  as  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that  the  rebel  steamer 
Alabama  has  left  the  vicinity  of  the  Azores,  you  will  proceed  with  the 
Tuscarora  to  Lisbon,  Portugal,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  and 
obtaining  such  information  from  the  U.  S.  minister,  James  E.  Harvey, 
as  may  guide  your  future  movements  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
against  rebel  cruisers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Commander  T.  Augustus  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora. 


Letter  from  Commander  Schenclc ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  frigate 
St.  Lawrence,  regarding  the  movements  of  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah  and  Santiago 
de  Cuba. 

U.  S.  Frigate  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West ,  October  15,  1862. 

Sir:  Admiral  Lardner  is  too  ill  to  answer  your  enquiries  with  regard 
to  the  Dacotah  and  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Both  these  vessels  left  here 
yesterday  afternoon,  the  Dacotah  with  some  twenty  cases  of  fever  on 
board,  to  run  to  the  northward,  and  if  the  health  of  her  crew  did  not 
improve,  she  will  probably  proceed  to  some  northern  port,  otherwise 
sue  will  return  to  this  port.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba  left  here  with  ten 
days’  coal,  with  a  hope  of  falling  in  with  you.  She  is  now  and  has 
been  perfectly  healthy. 
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We  hope  the  fever  is  abating.  This  ship  has  lost  in  all,  officers  and 
men,  35. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Findlay  Schenck, 

Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes. 

Neither  of  the  above  ships  had  any  order  from  Admiral  Lardner. 
The  Dacotah  is  acting  under  the  advice  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Horner  and 
Surgeon  Blood  good. 


Letter  from  the  president  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  vessels  be  sent  in  search  of  C.  S.  8. 

Alabama. 

New  York,  [October]  16,  1862. 

We  earnestly  request  that  vessels  may  be  sent  in  search  of  the  rebel 
steamer  Alabama  forthwith.  Her  depredations  upon  American  com¬ 
merce  are  very  heavy.  She  is  in  the  track  of  European  bound  vessels. 
We  send  a  communication  by  mail  to-day  giving  her  description  and 
whereabouts. 

J.  I).  Jones, 

President  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  17,  1862. 
The  San  Jacinto  sailed  the  15th  from  Boston.  Let  her  be  coaled  at 
Hampton  Roads  ready  for  the  pursuit  of  the  290.  Further  orders  Sun¬ 
day  morning.  The  State  of  Georgia  requires  three  months7  repairs. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Neicport  Neics. 


Letter  from  the  IT.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  copy  of  letter  to  the  U.  S.  minister  to  England,  containing 
account  of  murder  committed  on  board  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  October  18,  1862. 

Sir:  For  the  information  of  your  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  I  addressed  yesterday 
to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  in  England,  which  gives  the  particulars  of 
the  late  tragedy  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter,  still  anchored  in 
this  port. 

At  the  coroner’s  inquest  upon  view  of  the  body  of  W  illiam  Andrews, 
late  in  charge  of  the  Sumter,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  willful 
murder  against  Joseph  Hester,  second  officer  of  that  craft,  who  remains 
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in  jail,  and  will  probably  be  tried  for  murder  next  sessions.  I  now  hear 
he  is  from  Georgia  and  not  from  South  Carolina. 

The  U.  S.  storeship  Release  remains  off  Algeciras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Secretary  Navy  of  the  United  States, 

Washington  City. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar ,  October  17 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  addressed  your  Excellency  a  telegram  yesterday,  as  annexed, 
to  acquaint  you  of  a  terrible  tragedy  which  took  place  on  board  of  the 
steamer  Sumter  in  this  port  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  instant. 

As  you  are  aware,  this  steamer  was  in  charge  of  two  officers  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  hands  to  take  care  of  her  while  in  port.  Between 
7  and  8  o’clock  that  evening,  Hester,  the  second  officer,  deliberately 
shot  the  officer  in  command,  named  Andrews,  with  a  revolver,  while 
the  latter  was  lying  in  his  berth.  He  expired  almost  immediately,  three 
shots  from  the  revolver  having  been  fired  into  his  body.  The  criminal 
has  been  airested  and  is  now  in  jail  in  the  hands  of  justice.  A  coro¬ 
ner’s  inquest  has  been  held  on  the  body  of  the  deceased,  but  I  have 
not  yet  obtained  the  particulars.  The  deceased  was  buried  this  morn¬ 
ing.  Three  British  officers  of  the  Onehundredth  Canada  Regiment  were 
present  at  the  funeral,  also  Mr.  R.  O.  Joyce,  a  British  merchant  in  this 
city,  who  was  the  party  that  supplied  the  Sumter  with  an  anchor  on 
her  first  appearance  at  this  port. 

From  what  I  can  gather  it  would  seem  as  if  Hester  had  been  sus¬ 
pected  by  his  superior  officer  of  stealing  articles  from  the  Sumter ,  and 
this  induced  him  to  commit  the  murder.  This  Hester  I  believe  belongs 
to  South  Carolina.  He  was  discharged  from  a  British  vessel  at  this 
port  many  months  since,  and  after  awhile  he  took  himself  on  board  of 
the  Sumter ,  where  he  was  received  with  “open  arms”  as  a  Southerner, 
and  immediately  made  a  petty  officer. 

The  Sumter  is  now  in  charge  of  her  sergeant  of  marines.  I  hear 
nothing  about  the  Kearsarge  or  Tuscarora  since  they  left  this  station 
in  pursuit  of  Semmes.  The  Constellation  was  last  at  Messina.  The 
storeship  Release  is  at  anchor  off  Algeciras  watching  the  Stimter  and 
will  remain  in  this  neighborhood  till  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adams, 

U.  S.  Minister ,  London. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  relative 
to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  October  19, 1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  photographs  of  the  rebel  steamer  290,  or 
Alabama,  which  has  recently  destroyed  a  number  of  American  vessels, 
most  of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Western  Islands.  The  latest  infor- 
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mation  we  have  from  tlie  290  is  of  the  destruction  of  the  Emily  Farn- 
ham  and  the  Brilliant ,  on  the  3  dinstant,  in  latitude  40°,  longitude 
50o  30'. 

Captain  Geo.  Hagar,  late  master  of  the  Brilliant ,  states  that  it  is 
understood  that  an  English  vessel  is  to  meet  the  290  off  Cape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia,  in  all  of  this  month,  with  letters,  papers,  etc.,  from  the 
rebel  Government,  also  to  obtain  from  this  same  vessel  two  more  large 
rifled  guns  and  to  coal  from  her  either  in  one  of  the  uninhabited  harbors 
on  the  N.  E.  coast  or  at  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia. 

The  Department  directs  that  you  will  dispatch  at  once  the  steamer 
San  Jacinto  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Breton  in  search  of  the  290.  After 
cruising  until  her  coal  is  exhausted,  she  can  replenish  her  supply  at 
some  point  in  that  locality,  from  which  she  will  telegraph  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  enable  it  to  give  any  additional  orders  it  may  wish  to. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Ronckendorff,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Virginia. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  October  19,  1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  under  your  command  to 
Hampton  Roads  immediately  and  report  to  me  for  further  orders.  Use 
all  possible  dispatch. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Wi.  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sari  Jacinto,  off  Wilmington. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  relative  to 
search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  October  19, 1862. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  photographs  of  the  rebel  steamer  290,  or 
Alabama,  which  has  recently  destroyed  a  number  of  American  vessels, 
most  of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Western  Islands. 

The  latest  information  we  have  from  the  290  is  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Emily  Farnum  and  the  Brilliant ,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  latitude 
40°,  longitude  50°  30'.  The  master  of  the  Brilliant,  Captain  Hagar, 
lias  furnished  a  statement  with  regard  to  the  290  from  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  is  taken,  but  should  not  be  made  public,  viz: 

Her  rendezvous  and  places  where  letters  are  to  he  sent  to  her  are  Terceira  (West¬ 
ern  Islands),  Porto  Praya  (Cape  Verde  Islands),  Bermuda,  Nassau,  Martinique,  aud 
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from  an  English  vessel  that  is  to  meet  her  in  all  this  month  off  Cape  Breton,  Nova 
Scotia,  with  letters,  papers,  and  orders  from  the  Confederate  Government.  ’  She  is 
gradually  working  her  way  to  the  latter  place  to  take  on  hoard  two  more  large 
rifled  guns  from  the  above  vessel,  and  is  either  to  coal  from  her  in  one  of  the  unin¬ 
habited  harbors  on  that  coast  or  at  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  when,  as  winter  comes  on 
she  will  cruise  in  a  more  southern  latitude.  It  was  understood  on  board  that  she 
would  call  at  one  of  these  places  as  often  as  once  in  three  months  for  letters,  papers, 
and  orders.  A  couple  of  heavily  armed  gunboats  dispatched  at  once  to  cruise  off 
Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  for  a  few  weeks  would  be  very  apt  to  fall  in  with  her. 

The  Department  relies  upon  your  judgment  to  make  such  disposition 
of  the  vessels  of  your  squadron  as  may  lead  to  the  capture  of  this 
piratical  steamer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron,  Providence  Channels. 


Report  of  Commander  Stevens ,  TJ.  S.Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
of  the  hoarding  and  examination  of  British  steamer  Gladiator . 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 
Havana,  October  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  remained,  in  company  with  the 
Tioga,  cruising  off  the  island  of  Bermuda  until  we  had  remaining  but 
sufficient  coal  to  carry  us  to  Havana. 

Upon  arriving  off  Stirrup  Cay  I  found  the  Octorara,  Commander 
Collins,  and  received  your  orders  of  October  7.  As  I  had  only  suffi¬ 
cient  coal  to  carry  me  to  Havana,  and  as  there  Avas  no  probability  of 
the  Urbanna  [  Urana]  arriving  in  that  locality  for  ten  days  to  come,  I 
concluded,  after  consultation  with  Commander  Collins,  and  after 
remaining  two  days  cruising  in  company  with  him,  to  proceed  to  this 
place  for  the  purpose  of  tilling  up  Avith  coal. 

In  connection  with  my  operations  off  Bermuda  I  have  to  report  the 
following: 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  5th  October,  discovered  at  daylight  the 
steamer  Ouachita  steaming  round  St.  Catherine  Point.  I  dispatched 
the  Tioga  to  the  west  of  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the 
entrance  on  that  side,  giving  to  Commander  Rodgers  discretionary 
orders  in  the  premises. 

Monday  morning,  October  6,  at  2 :15  a.  m.,  boarded  the  English  mail 
steamer  Merlin  under  the  following  circumstances:  St.  David  Head 
then  bearing  W.  by  N.,  distant  about  0  miles,  discovered  a  steamer 
bearing  S.  W.  by  W. ;  immediately  gave  chase  to  her.  As  we  approached 
she  altered  her  course',  put  out  all  her  lights,  fired  up  heavily,  and  stood 
inshore.  Altered  our  course  to  intercept  her,  Avent  to  quarters,  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward,  hove  her  to  (at  2:45  a.  m.),  boarded  the  Merlin  and 
examined  her  papers,  which  were  found  all  correct. 

On  Tuesday,  October  7,  about  noon,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Desperate  made  her 
appearance  off  St.  Catherine  Point  and  steamed  down  the  narrows  for 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  where  she  remained  until  about 
4  o’clock,  when  she  was  reported  to  be  underway  and  heading  directly 
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for  us.  Shortly  after  a  lead -colored  steamer,  which  afterwards  proved 
to  be  the  Gladiator ,  came  out  of  the  harbor  and  took  position  on  the 
port  quarter  of  the  Desperate ,  both  steering  to  the  eastward.  Cleared 
for  action  and  steamed  slowly  ahead  in  the  same  general  direction, 
altering  our  course  to  intercept  the  Gladiator ,  until  4:30  p.  m.,  when, 
being  about  4  miles  from  the  nearest  land  and  then  about  2  cables’ 
length  from  the  Gladiator ,  laid  the  Sonoma  right  across  her  bow,  hailed 
her,  enquired  her  name,  ordered  her  to  heave  to,  which  she  did  imme¬ 
diately;  boarded  her,  examined  her  papers  thoroughly,  particularly  her 
bills  of  lading.  The  boarding  officer  finding  her  cargo  to  consist  of 
519  bales  of  cotton  and  52  barrels  of  rosin,  and  all  her  papers  correct, 
he  returned  on  board  the  Sonoma ,  and  the  Gladiator  was  allowed  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  At  this  time  the  Desperate,  which  was  then  distant  about  half 
a  mile,  altered  her  course  and  steered  directly  for  the  Gladiator  until 
within  about  500  yards  of  her,  seemingly  with  the  intent  of  opposing 
our  action,  but  otherwise  no  demonstration  was  made,  although  I  after¬ 
wards  learned  from  the  consul  the  affair  produced  great  excitement  on 
shore,  the  stores  all  being  closed,  business  suspended,  and  the  hills 
covered  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  in  anticipation  of  a  collision 
between  the  Sonoma  and  Desperate.  While  the  boat  was  shoving  off 
to  board  the  Gladiator  two  steamers,  the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  Minlw , 
were  discovered  outside  the  harbor,  the  former  standing  to  the  south¬ 
ward  and  the  latter  toward  St.  Catherine  Point.  I  immediately  gave 
orders  for  a  full  head  of  steam  and  as  soon  as  the  boarding  boat  returned 
stood  down  for  the  Harriet  Pinckney  at  full  speed  and  gained  rapidly 
upon  her,  the  Pinckney,  although  then  below  Castle  Harbor,  discover¬ 
ing  which,  turned  round  and  hurried  back  to  the  harbor,  the  Minho  also 
returning,  and  both  vessels  anchoring  inside.  The  Desperate ,  after 
acknowledging  a  color  salute  from  the  Gladiator,  stood  in  and  anchored 
in  the  narrows.  It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  the  parties  interested 
in  these  suspected  steamers  to  avail  themselves  of  the  coming  out  of 
the  Gladiator  under  convoy  of  the  Desperate  to  get  one  of  their  steam¬ 
ers  to  sea,  but  our  rapid  and  prompt  pursuit  of  the  Pinckney ,  much  to 
their  discomfiture,  compelled  them  both  to  return  and  abandon  their 
project. 

On  the  8th  October  the  Tioga  rejoined  me,  and  anticipating  renewed 
efforts  on  their  part  to  get  to  sea,  Captain  Rodgers  remained  in  com¬ 
pany  with  me. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  having  occasion  to  communicate  with  the 
TJ.  S.  consul,  I  sent  in  one  of  our  cutters  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate 
Yan  Zandt,  which  elicited  a  communication  from  the  governor,  a  copy 
of  which,  with  my  reply, #  I  enclose  herewith. 

Having  learned  on  the  evening  of  the  lltli  that  the  Minho  had  left 
her  anchorage  with  the  purpose  of  attempting  one  of  the  western  pas¬ 
sages,  Captain  Rodgers  in  the  Tioga  went  round  to  intercept  her,  but 
on  joining  company  with  him  the  next  night  he  reported  he  had  seen 
nothing  of  her.  Mr,  Allen,  wffio  visited  the  Sonoma  Sunday  morning, 
was  of  the  opinion  from  all  he  could  learn  that  she  had  anchored  in 
one  of  the  small  harbors  inside  the  reef,  but  as  we  sailed  that  evening 
1  could  learn  nothing  definite  in  relation  to  her  movements. 

Sunday  morning  boarded  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  the  Ameri¬ 
can  ship  Harrisburgh ,  from  Cardiff,  loaded  with  coal  for  Bermuda,  the 
captain  of  which,  after  heaving  to  as  ordered,  filled  away  again  as  our 
boarding  boat  was  approaching  and  kept  on  his  course  until  brought  to 
by  a  blank  cartridge  and  the  threat  of  being  fired  into,  when  he  was 

*  See  p.  502, 
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boarded  and  bis  papers  found  to  be  correct.  The  captain’s  name  is 
Wi  swell. 

A  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Rear- Admiral  Charles  AYilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


T.  II.  Stevens, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  West 

India  Squadron,  of  movements  of  vessels  of  the  squadron  and  regard¬ 
ing  affairs  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana,  October  20,  1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  Day  before  yesterday  we  returned  here  from  a  short 
cruise  in  search  of  the  Hacotah  and  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  vessels  I 
found  on  touching  off  Key  West  had  just  left  there,  the  former  with 
the  fever  on  board,  the  latter  on  a  cruise  of  ten  days.  I  was  greatly 
disappointed  in  not  seeing  them,  although  I  am  [informed]  they  sailed 
in  search  of  this  steamer,  and  yet  have  made  no  stop  at  this  port  to 
enquire.  I  do  not  know  what  orders  the  Department  sent  them  and 
where  to  join  me.  The  Hacotah,  I  learn,  with  a  few  cases  of  fever  on 
board,  returned  to  Key  West  very  imprudently  to  coal,  and  has  been 
recommended  to  go  to  the  northward  by  the  physicians,  with  some  seven¬ 
teen  cases  on  board.  I  intended  to  send  her  to  relieve  the  Oemsbok ,  off 
Bermuda,  where  she  could  have  had  a  total  change  of  climate  and  which 
would  probably  have  restored  her  crew.  The  Cimarron  has  not  as  yet 
been  heard  of. 

The  want  of  these  vessels  interferes  greatly  with  my  plans,  but  I 
shall  do  what  I  can.  It  is  necessary  that  I  should  search  all  the  cays 
lying  on  the  Bahama  Banks,  which  are  comparatively  unknown  to  any 
but  the  wreckers,  and  which  have  afforded  the  places  for  the  overhaul 
and  outfit  of  several  of  the  secesh  vessels,  and  I  understand  they  are 
to  have  depots  of  coal  as  well  as  arms  and  ammunition  sent  from  time 
to  time  from  Nassau.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  everything  stored  at 
Nassau.  I  have  the  New  Providence  Channels  well  guarded,  but 
smaller  vessels  are  reported,  drawing  but  a  few  feet  of  water,  which 
frequently  are  known  to  depart  for  a  few  days  with  munitions  of  war. 
The  Isle  Verde  or  Cay  Verde,  at  the  extreme  eastern  edge  of  the  Great 
Bahama  Bank,  is  one  of  these,  and  where  it  is  supposed  the  Oreto  took 
in  her  guns,  etc.  Hitherto  there  has  been  no  search  made  of  these 
cays,  many  of  which  are  uninhabited  and  oidy  occasionally  stopped  at 
by  the  wreckers.  AYhen  I  next  write  you  I  may  be  able  to  tell  you 
more  about  these  places  and  the  dodges  the  Confederates  expect  to 
effect  and  to  counteract. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  must  add  another  small  sheet  to  this  letter  to  inform  you 
that  the  information  I  have  acquired  here  leads  me  to  the  belief  that  it 
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is  the  intention  of  the  Confederates  to  concentrate  all  the  force  they 
can  at  Mobile  in  order  to  liberate  that  port  from  the  blockade,  and  that 
they  have  given  notice  to  this  effect  from  or  through  their  agents  to 
both  the  French  and  English  merchants.  The  outfitting  ot  so  many 
with  iron  for  ironclad  vessels  seems  to  warrant  the  belief  that  at  Mobile 
they  are  endeavoring  to  construct  this  kind  of  vessels  to  cope  with 
those  on  the  blockade.  W  e  know  they  are  purchasing  a  better  class  of 
vessels  for  war  purposes,  and  that  they  fit  them  at  some  one  of  the 
cays.  This,  as  I  have  informed  you,  1  shall  look  to  closely.  Should 
they  succeed  in  mustering  a  sufficient  force  to  enable  them  to  pass  the 
blockading  vessels,  the  port  of  Mobile  would  be  considered  as  safe  to 
resort  to  by  both  English  and  French  vessels,  and  they  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  endeavor  to  protect  them  by  both  English  and  French  men-of-war 
when  on  the  high  seas.  There  appears  a  belief  here  that  the  Confed¬ 
erate  Government  has  a  treaty  or  agreement  with  the  French  and 
English  governments  to  forward  their  cotton  from  both  Mobile  and 
Charleston,  and  from  which  they  have  drawn  considerable  funds.  It 
is  thought  some  200,000  bales  have  gone  forward  on  this  arrangement, 
but  my  information  does  not  yet  warrant  me  in  speaking  positively  on 
this  subject,  or  the  extent  to  which  it  is  intended  to  endeavor  to  carry 
it  out. 

I  am,  respectfullv, 

C.  W. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron,  to  Captain  McKinstry,  commanding  U.  S.  S.Dacotah, 
to  cruise  for  interception  of  Confederate  vessels. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana,  October  20,  1S62. 

Sir:  If  the  sickness  has  abated  sufficiently  in  your  vessel  to  cruise 
still  in  these  seas,  you  will  immediately  fill  up  with  coal  and  uroceed  to 
the  Old  Bamaha  Channel  as  far  as  off  Sagua  la  Grande,  thence  westward 
to  Cardenas  and  Matanzas,  where  you  will  remain  till  further  orders 
from  me.  The  object  in  sending  you  to  this  part  of  the  Old  Bahama 
Channel  is  to  intercept  any  one  of  the  many  Confederate  privateers 
that  are  expected  to  arrive  in  these  waters,  and  who  will  touch  off  one 
or  the  other  of  the  above  places  in  order  to  get  instructions  from  the 
Confederate  agents  through  the  telegraph  Have  communication 
whenever  it  is  possible  with  our  consuls  at  these  points,  who  will  give 
you  information  that  may  be  relied  upon  in  relation  to  the  objects  of 
your  cruise  above  stated.  Should  the  information  you  may  obtain  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  afford  you  reasonable  hope  of  finding  Confederate 
vessels  at  other  points,  you  will  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  follow 
them,  returning  to  your  station  as  soon  as  possible.  Keep  me  advised 
through  the  consuls  of  your  whereabouts,  and  economize  your  coal  as 
much  as  possible. 

I  design  having  your  vessel  relieved  by  another  by  the  10tli  or  12th  of 
November,  at  which  time  you  will  probably  find  me,  or  orders,  at  this  port. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Captain  J.  V.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  Steamer  Dacotah ,  West  India  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Cav- 
endy ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  8.  bark  Gemsbok ,  to  cruise  for  the 
protection  of  coal  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  October  21, 1862. 
Sir:  On  tlie  receipt  hereof,  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  bark 
Gemsbolc  to  Turtle  Hai’bor,  about  7  miles  above  Carysfort  Light,  and 
remain  there  for  the  protection  of  the  coal  ships  to  be  sent  to  that 
point  to  supply  coal  for  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  Squadron, 
Acting  Hear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  to  whom  you  will  report  by 
letter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Cavendy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda,  West  Lndies ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Wilkes,  TJ.  S.  Nary,  commanding  West  India  Squadron, 
reporting  the  presence  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Herald  in  that  port. 

U.  S.  Consulate,  Bermuda,  October  21,  1862. 
Sir  :  The  brig  Urana  is  now  ready  and  is  to  leave  to-day.  The  long 
delay  has  been  caused  by  the  east  wind,  which  prevented  her  getting 
here  for  two  weeks  after  you  left.  I  hope  she  will  arrive  in  time  to 
meet  your  wants.  The  steamer  Herald,  four  days  from  Charleston, 
with  cotton,  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant.  She  is  under  command 
of  Coxetter.  She  brings  a  number  of  passengers,  among  which  is 
Lieutenant  Maury. 

Our  Army  has  gained  a  decided  victory  over  Van  Dorn  and  Price  at 
Corinth.  There  have  several  vessels  arrived  here  with  coal  for  the 
Southern  steamers  since  you  left.  They  have  now  about  3,000  tons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  Allen, 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Rear-Admiral  Wilkes, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  West  India  Squadron ,  West  Indies. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tioga , 
of  cruise  in  search  of  suspicious  vessels  in  the  vicin  ity  of  the  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Havana,  October  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  this  port  with  the 
vessel  under  my  command.  After  your  departure  from  Bermuda,  on 
the  2d  instant,  I  continued  to  cruise  off  that  island  with  the  Sonoma. 
Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  until  Sunday,  the  5th,  when,  receiving 
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information  that  the  Ouachita  (the  small,  light-colored  steamer)  was 
about  trying  to  get  out  through  Chub  Cut,  by  direction  of  Captain 
Stevens  I  went  around  there  to  remain  until  the  next  day  and  pre¬ 
vented  her  leaving. 

On  Tuesday,  the  7th,  the  Gladiator  came  out  from  St.  George,  con¬ 
voyed  by  H.  B.  M.  S.  Desperate.  Captain  Stevens  boarded  her  when 
outside  of  the  marine  league.  While  [he]  was  doing  so  he  perceived 
the  Harriet  Pinckney  leaving  the  harbor.  He  ascertained  that  the 
cargo  and  papers  of  the  Gladiator  were  correct,  and  then  steered  for 
the  Harriet  Pinckney ,  when  that  vessel  went  back  to  the  harbor.  On 
the  Sth  I  rejoined  Captain  Stevens.  During  my  absence  a  large  screw 
steamer  had  arrived  off  the  harbor  at  night.  Captain  Stevens  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  speak  her,  when  she  extinguished  her  lights  and  ran  off  rap¬ 
idly  for  the  harbor.  He  tired  a  gun  from  the  side  opposite  the  vessel, 
when  she  stopped.  He  then  hailed  her  and  was  answered  that  it  was 
the  royal  mail  steamer  Merlin.  Having  sent  a  boat  alongside  and  ascer¬ 
tained  the  report  to  be  correct,  the  circumstances  rendering  it  very 
doubtful,  he  allowed  her  to  proceed.  On  the  10th  I  spoke  the  British 
schooner  Alert ,  from  Halifax,  bound  to  Bermuda,  and  obtained  some 
papers  from  her.  On  the  same  day  H.  B.  M.  S.  Plover  came  out,  and 
an  officer  from  her  came  on  board  and  handed  me  a  document  from 
Colonel  Ord,  governor  of  Bermuda,  informing  me  that  no  communica¬ 
tion  by  our  boats  could  be  had  with  the  shore  except  by  his  permission, 
first  obtained.  On  the  evening  of  the  11th  I  received  information  that 
the  Minho  was  trying  to  get  out  through  Murray  Anchorage.  My 
coal  was  reduced  to  79  tons,  seven  days’  allowance,  but  I  proceeded  to 
Chub  Cut  that  night,  and  the  next  morning  saw  her  at  anchor  near  St. 
George. 

Sunday  evening  the  Sonoma ,  having  joined  me  off  the  light  I  kept 
away  in  company  with  her  for  the  Providence  Channel,  leaving  all  the 
vessels  there  except  the  Ouachita  and  Gladia  tor.  We  had  strong  squalls 
from  southeast  and  northwest,  with  very  heavy  sea,  ship  rolling  very 
deep,  and  shaft  having  considerable  lateral  motion,  bringing  up  heavily 
on  the  main  journals.  On  the  17th,  off  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  spoke  the 
U.  S.  S.  Connecticut ;  same  day  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Octo- 
rara,  and  at  night  anchored  with  her  under  Stirrup  Cays.  There 
being  no  coal  there,  and  having  but  17  tons  on  board,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  run  for  Havana,  but  having  received  information  that  a 
steamer  might  run  out  from  [Nassau  that  night,  I  went  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Northwest  Channel  from  Nassau  aud  remained  thereuntil  the  next 
night,  when,  with  the  Sonoma ,  I  left  for  this  place. 

I  have  now  on  board  about  3  tons  of  coal.  When  I  left  Bermuda  the 
vessel  chartered  to  take  coal  from  St.  George  to  Stirrup  Cays  had  not 
left  Hamilton,  and  probably  did  not  for  several  days  after.  I  shall 
require  about  170  tons  of  coal. 

The  frame  of  the  engine  from  lateral  motion  of  the  shaft  in  a  seaway 
works  considerably,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  some  bolts  from 
the  ship’s  side  to  strengthen  it.  The  Sonoma?  s  is  so  strengthened,  and 
while  lying  off  Bermuda  one  of  the  bolts  broke,  showing  the  strain 
upon  them.  This  ship  having  none,  the  increasing  lateral  motion  of 
the  shaft  has  given  me  considerable  uneasiness. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Rodgers, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Olisson ,  XI.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  to  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama 

{290). 

Navy  Department,  October  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  immediately  with  the  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Mohican  in 
search  of  the  rebel  steamer  290,  or  Alabama.  This  piratical  vessel  when 
last  heard  from  was  in  latitude  40°  N.,  longitude  50°  30'  W.,  where, 
on  the  3d  instant,  she  destroyed  the  ship  Brilliant.  The  master  of  the 
Brilliant  says  that  it  was  pretty  generally  understood  Porto  Praya, 
Cape  Verde  Islands,  would  be  one  of  the  places  of  rendezvous  for  the 
290.  You  will  proceed  to  these  islands,  taking  the  track  of  our  mer¬ 
chantmen  bound  to  the  equator.  If  you  find  the  290  has  not  visited 
Porto  Praya  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  remain  there  until  you  learn 
something  definite  of  her  movements.  Every  enquiry  should  be  made 
cautiously,  to  ascertain  if  arrangements  have  been  made  for  coaling 
the  290  at  Porto  Praya  or  in  that  vicinity.  Your  movements  must 
depend  very  much  on  your  own  judgment  and  upon  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  290. 

It  is  probable  the  Tuscarora,  Kearsarge,  and  St.  Louis  will  cruise  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Azores,  the  Canaries,  and  the  neighboring  waters, 
and  the  squadron  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  will  doubtless  give 
attention  to  the  West  Indies  and  the  northeastern  coast  of  South 
America.  Therefore  it  is  desired  that  the  Mohican  should  cruise  near 
the  Cape  Verde  and  on  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  of  course 
you  are  not  restricted  to  these  prescribed  limits  on  the  course  marked 
out,  should  you  receive  reliable  information  that  would  render  it  im¬ 
portant  to  depart  from  them.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  discretion. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  photograph  of  the  290.  Communicate  with 
the  Department  when  a  safe  opportunity  occurs. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  steam  sloop  Mohican,  Philadelphia. 

P.  S. — Communicate  with  our  consuls  at  the  ports  you  may  visit,  and 
on  learning  of  the  destruction  of  the  290,  return  with  the  Mohican  to 
Philadelphia. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  (J.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Ronckendorjf,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  to  proceed  to  Nova  Scotia  in 
search  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  {290). 

H.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  22,  1862. 

Sir  :  Immediately  on  filling  up  with  coal  and  obtaining  other  nec¬ 
essary  supplies,  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  under 
your  "command  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  in  search 
of  the  rebel  steamer  290,  or  Alabama,  which  has  recently  destroyed 
a  number  of  American  vessels  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Western 
Islands.  Enclosed  herewith  is  a  photograph  of  this  steamer. 

The  Department,  under  date  of  October  18,  writes  to  me  as  follows : 

The  latest  information  we  have  from  t\\e290  is  of  the  destruction  of  the  Emily  Farn- 
ham  and  the  Brilliant,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  latitude  40°,  longitude  50°  30'. 
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Captain  Geo.  Hagar,  late  master  of  tlie  Brilliant,  states  that  it  is  understood  that  an 
English  vessel  is  to  meet  the  290  oft*  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  in  all  ot  this  month, 
with  letters,  papers,  etc.,  from  the  rebel  Government;  also  to  obtain  Irom  this  same 
vessel  two  more  large  rifled  guns,  and  to  coal  Irom  her  either  in  one  of  the  unin¬ 
habited  harbors  on  the  N.  E.  coast  or  at  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia. 


After  cruising  in  search  of  the  290  until  your  coal  is  exhausted,  you 
can  replenish  your  supply  at  some  point  in  that  locality,  from  which 
you  will  telegraph  to  the  Department  and  enable  it  to  give  you  any 
additional  orders  it  may  wish  to. 

Enclosed  herewith,  for  your  information  concerning  this  and  other 
vessels  engaged  in  various  ways  in  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy, 
is  a  series  ol  extracts  from  the  foreign  correspondence  of  Government 
received  through  the  Department  by  the  commanding  officer  of  this 
squadron.  Your  especial  attention  is  invited  to  these  extracts. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral , 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commander  Wm,  Ronckendorff, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  V.  S. 

Navy ,  commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  regarding 

the  cruise  of  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  in  searching  for  the  C.  S.  S. 

Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  October  24,  1862. 

Sir:  Instead  of  sending  the  San  Jacinto  on  the  cruise  indicated  in 
the  instructions  to  you  of  the  19th  instant,  you  will  direct  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Bermuda,  and  thence  through  the  Windward  Islands  as  far 
south  as  Trinidad,  in  search  of  the  Alabama,  or  290.  She  will  return  to 
Hampton  Roads  after  completing  this  duty,  looking  in  at  such  places 
on  the  route  as  may  be  advisable.  Should  she  hear  of  the  Alabama  in 
that  quarter  or  within  reach,  she  will  not  fail  to  follow  her.  Martinique 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  places  where  the  Alabama  will  be  most 
likely  to  touch. 

The  San  Jacinto  can  coal  at  St.  Thomas  and  at  such  other  convenient 
ports  as  may  be  necessary.  The  Department  has  shipped  some  cargoes 
of  coal  to  Turtle  Harbor,  just  north  of  Carysfort  light. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  McKinstry ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah,  to  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama 
(290). 

Navy  Department,  October  24, 1862. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland  in 
search  of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama ,  or  290,  and  to  recruit  the  health 
ot  your  ship’s  crew.  You  will  touch  at  Halifax  and  communicate  with 
our  consul  at  that  port.  You  will  also  visit  Gape  Breton  Island. 
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The  Alabama  when  last  heard  from  was  in  latitude  40°  jST.,  longitude 
50°  30'  W.,  where  she  destroyed,  on  the  30th  instant,  the  American 
merchant  ship  Brilliant.  The  late  master  of  the  Brilliant  states  that 
it  was  pretty  generally  understood  that  the  Alabama  would  meet  an 
English  vessel  some  time  in  this  month  off  Cape  Breton  to  receive  dis¬ 
patches  and  also  two  more  large  rifled  guns,  and  probably  coal  from 
her. 

You  will  cruise  in  the  vicinity  above  mentioned  until  receiving  fur¬ 
ther  orders  from  the  Department,  which  will  be  sent  to  you  at  Halifax, 
and  from  which  point  you  will  communicate  with  the  .Department,  by 
letter  or  by  telegraph,  if  important  to  do  so. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  photograph  of  the  Alabama. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  P.  McKinstry, 

Commanding  II.  8.  S.  Dacotah ,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tus- 
carora ,  of  cruise  in  the  Azores  searching  for  C.  8.  8.  Alabama  {290). 


TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 

Lisbon ,  October  26 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  yester¬ 
day,  from  a  cruise  among  the  Azores,  in  search  of  the  pirate  steamer 
Alabama ,  late  290 ,  alias  Barcelona.  The  pirate  has  not  been  heard  of 
since  September  19,  and  the  whaling  vessels  have  resumed  their  cruis¬ 
ing.  I  came  to  this  place  as  the  nearest  point  for  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion,  and  shall  leave  again  in  a  few  days,  having  first  to  calk  the  decks, 
which  work  I  was  not  able  to  accomplish  at  Cadiz. 

My  theory  with  regard  to  the  pirate  is  that  he  will  next  be  heard  of 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  equator,  on  the  track  of  our  homeward-bound 
South  American  and  China  trade.  He  has  been  cruising  under  sail 
with  fires  banked,  and  must  have  had,  when  last  heard  of,  coal  enough 
for  about  twenty  days’  steaming. 

If  nothing  is  heard  of  him  before  I  leave  here,  it  is  my  purpose  to 
proceed  to  the  Canaries,  via  Fayal,  hoping  to  hear  of  or  fall  in  with  the 
pirate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Aug-s.  Craven, 
Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  M.  C.  Marin ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship 
St.  Louis ,  of  cruise  in  the  Azores  for  the  protection  of  commerce. 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Louis, 

Fayal ,  Azores,  October  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  last  letter  to  the 
Department  of  the  28th  instant  [ultimo],  I  have  been  cruising  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  islands  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  against  the 
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rebel  steamers.  In  the  course  of  the  cruise  I  have  been  twice  in  sight 
of  suspicious  steamers,  one  of  which  was  at  the  time  being  chased  by 
the  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  and  passed  so  near  that  had  this  ship  been  a 
steamer  I  could  have  engaged  her  without  difficulty.  The  other  was 
discovered  at  night,  and  almost  within  gunshot,  close  to  the  island  of 
Terceira,  at  which  the  rebel  steamers  took  in  their  coal  and  munitions, 
but  I  could  not  follow  her,  and  I  there  also  felt  the  insufficiency  of  a 
sailing  ship  for  purposes  of  cruising  after  steam  vessels. 

Since  the  above  occurrences  I  have  not  heard  of  any  further  depreda¬ 
tions  or  any  suspicious  vessels,  and  beyond  a  doubt  the  vessels  have 
left  for  other  parts.  I  shall  sail  to  morrow  morning  on  a  further  cruise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  Marin, 

Commander ,  TJ.  S.  /Ship  St.  Louis. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 
reporting  the  movements  of  United  States  vessels  in  that  vicinity. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar,  October  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge  returned  to  her 
anchorage  this  morning  off  Algeciras,  last  from  Fayal  and  Madeira. 
She  left  at  the  former  island  the  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora.  The  sailing  cor¬ 
vette  St.  Louis  was  also  in  that  neighborhood.  The  Kearsarge  did  not 
succeed  in  falling  in  with  Seinmes. 

The  U.  S.  storeship  [bark]  Release  left  Algeciras  last  evening  on  a 
cruise  towards  Malaga.  She  will  return  to  Algeciras  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

of  the  United  States  of  America. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  Commander  Ronckendorjf, ',  U.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies 
in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Hampton  Roads,  October  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  Instead  of  proceeding  according  to  my  orders  to  you  of  the 
22d,  by  direction  of  the  Department  you  will  proceed  to  Bermuda,  and 
thence  through  the  Windward  Islands  as  far  south  as  Trinidad,  in 
search  ot  the  Alabama,  or  290.  You  will  return  to  Hamilton  Hoads, 
alter  completing  this  duty,  looking  in  at  such  places  on  route  as  may 
be  advisable.  Should  you  hear  of  the  Alabama  in  that  quarter,  or 
within  reach,  you  will  not  fail  to  follow  her.  Martinique  is  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  places  Avliere  the  Alabama  will  be  most  likely  to  touch. 
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The  San  Jacinto  can  coal  at  St.  Thomas  and  at  snch  other  convenient 
ports  as  may  be  necessary.  The  Department  has  shipped  some  cargoes 
of  coal  to  Turkey  [Turtle]  Harbor,  just  north  of  Carysfort  light. 
Respectfully,  yours, 


S.  P.  Lee, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Commander  Wi.  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  San  Jacinto,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  If.  8.  8.  Hear- 

sarge,  of  cruise  in  search  of  suspicious  vessels,  from  October  5  to  27 

1862. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras  Bay,  October  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  at  this 
port  at  3  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant. 

On  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  my 
arrival  at  Fayal,  and  the  object  of  my  cruise.  The  next  day  at  mid¬ 
night  I  left  Fayal,  bound  on  a  cruise  among  the  islands,  and  to  the 
whaler’s  cruising  grounds,  known  technically  in  this  region  as  the 
“two  40’s.”  On  the  8th,  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  discovered  and 
gave  chase  to  a  large,  double  smoke  pipe,  paddle-wheel  steamer,  and 
continued  the  chase  all  day,  steering  E.  J  S.,  yards  down,  ship  trimmed 
by  the  stern  with  bower  chains  and  solid  shot,  and  making  per  log  11 
knots.  At  sunset  the  position  of  the  chase  was  not  perceptibly  altered, 
and  as  the  night  closed  in  dark  and  stormy  I  lost  all  trace,  but  still 
kept  up  the  chase,  steering  more  to  the  northward,  sending  up  yards, 
and  making  sail.  At  daylight,  no  steamer  being  in  sight  and  engines 
needing  repairs,  gave  up  the  chase. 

At  4  p.  m.  of  the  12th,  anchored  at  Fayal,  and  finding  from  the  report 
of  the  chief  engineer  that  the  engines  were  in  such  condition  as  to  ren¬ 
der  it  unsafe  to  make  over  forty- five  revolutions  without  five  days, 
repairs,  which  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have  attempted  at  this 
season  of  the  year  in  that  port,  I  determined  to  return. 

On  the  15th,  leaving  orders  with  Commander  Craven,  of  the  Tus- 
carora,  then  in  port,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,*  is  herewith  enclosed, 
1  put  to  sea,  cruised  through  the  islands,  communicated  with  the  vice- 
consul  at  San  Miguel  [St.  Michael]  by  boat,  steamed  around  St.  Mary 
[Santa  Maria],  touched  at  Madeira  on  the  20th,  coaled  and  sailed  on 
the  21st. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  port  I  find  the  Sumter  still  at  anchor,  but  as 
her  captain  has  been  shot  (dead)  by  his  second  officer,  upon  the  alleged 
ground  that  he  (the  captain)  was  about  to  run  the  Sumter  out,  for  the 
purpose  of  delivering  her  to  Federal  cruisers,  and  the  second  officer 
having  been  arrested  by  the  English  authorities,  there  is  no  danger  of 
her  leaving  her  present  anchorage  for  some  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


*  See  p.  507. 
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Report  of  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kearsarge, 
of  intention  to  proceed  to  Cadiz  for  repairs. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Algeciras  Bay ,  October  27 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy*  of  a  survey  held  on  the  7tli 
instant  upon  the  machinery  of  this  ship  at  Fayal,  together  with  the 
several  reports*  of  the  chief  engineer  since  that  time,  by  which  the 
Department  will  see  that  the  Kearsarge  is  not  in  a  condition  for  active 
service  here,  or  in  a  safe  condition  for  a  passage  across  the  Atlantic. 

To  wait  for  instructions  from  the  Department  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances  would  be  a  loss  of  time  aud  eventually  of  important  opportu¬ 
nity;  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  Cadiz,  dock,  examine,  and  make  such 
repairs  as  may  be  found  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Ringgold ,  U.  8.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  8.  frigate  Sabine ,  to  cruise  in  search  of  C.  8.  8.  Ala¬ 
bama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  October  28, 1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  frigate  Sabine ,  under  your  command,  on 
a  cruise  in  search  of  piratical  vessels,  particularly  the  Alabama ,  or  290 , 
and  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  Your  cruise  will  be  by  the 
Azores  and  Cape  Yerde,  touching  at  those  islands;  thence  to  the  coast 
of  Brazil  and  back  to  New  York,  capturing  any  vessels  you  may  find 
engaged  in  depredating  on  our  commerce  or  in  conveying  supplies  to 
the  rebels. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  copy  t  of  the  instructions  of  the  Department  of 
the  18th  of  August  last,  relative  to  the  duties  of  our  cruisers  in  search¬ 
ing  and  seizing  vessels  carrying  contraband  of  war  to  the  insurgents. 
I  also  enclose  a  photograph  of  the  Alabama. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine ,  New  London ,  Conn. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U. 
8.  S.  Tioga,  to  cruise  in  vicinity  of  West  Indies  for  interception  of  sus¬ 
picious  vessels. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachitsett, 

Turtle  Harbor,  October  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  Tou  will  proceed  to  the  Great  Bahama  Bank,  making  Gun  Cay 
light,  thence  to  the  Orange  Cay,  where  you  will  cruise  in  that  vicinity 
and  on  the  bank,  to  intercept  any  vessels  that  may  be  passing  over  in 


Omitted. 


t  See  p.  417. 
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fjat  direction;  there  you  will  remain  until  relieved  by  the  Octorara, 
lhen  you  will  proceed  to  Sagua  la  Grande,  on  the  Cuban  coast,  touch¬ 
ing  in  at  Auguila  Island  on  your  way,  which  lies  on  the  eastern  extrem¬ 
ity  ot  the  Cay  Sal  Bank.  This  is  a  noted  resort  for  slavers,  off  Sagua 
la  Grande  and  between  it  and  the  Great  Paredon  light-house  to  the 
eastward.  The  Wachusett  will  join  you  there.  There  is  anchorage  off 
the  entrance  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  in  live  to  seven  fathoms  of  water. 
Take  on  board  a  pilot,  and  wait  until  joined  by  the  Wach  usett. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obdieut  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[  A  cting]  Rear  Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
Commander  G.  W.  Bodgers, 

Commanding  Steamer  Tioga ,  West  India  Squadron. 


Order  o  f  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nick- 
els,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  ship  Onward ,  to  cruise  in  search  of 
C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  October  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Onward  and  cruise  in  the 
track  of  our  vessels  bound  to  and  from  England,  in  search  of  the  pirat¬ 
ical  steamer  290 ,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  on  that  route. 
You  will  run  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  longitude  15°  W.  from  Green¬ 
wich  and  touch  at  the  Azores  occasionally.  After  exhausting  your 
provisions,  return  to  Boston  for  a  fresh  supply. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  a  photograph  of  the  290,  or  Alabama ,  also  a 
copy  of  the  circular  instructions  of  the  Department,  dated  August  18, 
1862,  to  our  cruisers,  in  reference  to  search  and  seizure. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward,  Boston. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  cbmmanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  of  arrival  at  Algeciras ,  Spain,  and  giving  information  regard¬ 
ing  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Bay  of  Algeciras,  Spain,  October  30,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  this  day  after  a 
passage  direct  of  twenty-eight  days  from  Hampton  Boads,  Va.  On 
my  arrival  I  found  the  Kearsarge,  Captain  Pickering,  to  whom  I 
reported,  showing  him  at  the  same  time  the  orders  under  which  I  was 
acting.  As  soon  as  possible  I  communicated  with  the  American  consul 
at  Gibraltar,  from  whom  I  learned  that  the  Sumter  had  but  little  coal 
on  board;  that  her  machinery  might  be  in  such  order  as  to  enable  her 
to  reach  England;  her  boilers  are  defective;  she  has  no  sails  bent. 
She  is  now  in  charge  of  her  sergeaut  of  marines;  has  1  assistant  engi- 
gineer,  1  boatswain,  1  steward,  5  men  (about).  Nothing  in  the  way  of 
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coal  can  be  received  on  board  of  her  without  permission  from  the 
authorities  at  Gibraltar. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Ringgold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship 
Sabine ,  of  intended  departure  for  sea  from  New  London,  Conn. 

IT.  S.  Ship  Sabine, 

New  London,  October  31,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
instructions,  of  the  28tli  instant,  by  the.mail  just  in,  and  beg  leave  to 
say  that,  wind  permitting,  I  shall  put  to  sea  on  Sunday  next,  and  will 
proceed  with  all  diligence  to  execute  the  duty  confided  to  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gadwalader  Einggold, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

reporting  arrival  of  a.  Confederate  officer  to  take  charge  of  C.  S.  S. 

Sumter. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Gibraltar ,  November  1, 1862. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  an  officer  arrived  this  evening  by  the 
British  mail  packet  Delta  from  Southampton,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  which  continues  anchored  at  this  port. 
From  what  I  can  learn,  this  officer  was  attached  to  the  Sumter  when 
she  first  made  her  appearance  at  this  port.  I  have  communicated  this 
information  to  the  commanders  of  the  Kearsarge  and  Chippewa,  who 
continue  off  Algeciras. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  J.  Sprague, 

TJ.  S.  Consul. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  G. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kearsarge ,  to  remain  on  the  European  coast  for 
the  protection  of  commerce. 

FTayy  Department,  November  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  6th  ultimo,  dated  at  Fayal,  has  been 
received. 

For  the  present  you  will  remain  on  the  European  coast  in  the  best 
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position  for  watching  the  enemy  and  protecting  our  commerce,  visiting 
as  often  as  advisable  the  Azores  and  Madeira. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  G.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge ,  Cadiz ,  Spain. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Williams ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  ship  Ino ,  to  cruise  near  the  island  of  St. 

Helena  to  warn  merchant  vessels  against  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  November  1 , 1862. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino,  under  your  command,  is  ready 
for  sea  proceed  with  her  to  the  island  of  St.  Helena  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce  passing  in  that  direction.  If  on  arriving  at  St.  Hel¬ 
ena  you  are  not  allowed  to  remain  in  port,  you  will  leave  at  once  and 
cruise  in  the  vicinity  as  long  as  your  supplies  will  permit  and  then 
return  to  New  York. 

You  will  communicate  with  our  merchant  vessels  and  whalers  that 
you  meet  with,  and  put  them  on  their  guard  against  the  piratical 
steamer  290,  or  Alabama.  If  you  should  receive  reliable  information  of 
this  steamer  having  gone  toward  either  of  the  capes,  you  will  follow 
her.  Transmitted  herewith  is  a  photograph  of  the  290.  I  also  trans- 
nut  a  copy  of  the  circular  instructions  of  the  Department  issued  August 
18,  1862,  to  our  cruisers,  on  the  subject  of  search  and  seizure. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  James  M.  Williams, 

Commanding  U.  S.  ship  Ino ,  New  York. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  giving  names  and 
cruising  grounds  of  United  States  vessels  searching  for  the  C.  S.  S. 
Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Department,  November  1, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  dispatches  numbered  from  1  to  8  have  been  received.  A 
copy  of  your  No.  4,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  commander  of  H. 
B.  M.  gunboat  Bull  Bog,  in  transporting  several  officers  of  the  rebel 
service  from  Nassau  to  Bermuda,  has  been  communicated  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State. 

The  Bacotah  having  returned  to  New  York  with  the  yellow  fever  on 
board,  the  Department  has  sent  her  to  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and 
Nova  Scotia  for  the  health  of  her  crew  and  in  search  of  the  Alabama, 
or  290.  We  have  heard  nothing  of  the  movements  of  this  steamer 
since  the  Department  last  wrote  to  you  concerning  her.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  you  should  know  what  vessels  of  the  Navy  are  in  search  of 
the  290,  so  that  you  can  direct  the  movements  of  your  squadron  more 
effectually. 

The  Mohican  has  gone  to  the  Cape  Yerde,  and  will  cruise  in  that 
vicinity  and  on  toward  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope;  the  San  Jacinto  to 
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Bermuda,  tlience  through  the  Windward  Islands  to  as  iar  south  as 
Trinidad;  the  Augusta*  via  Bermuda  and  St.  Thomas,  through  the 
Windward  Islands,  and  along  the  coast  of  South  America  to  Pernam¬ 
buco;  the  Onward  will  cruise  in  the  track  of  vessels  between  England 
and  the  United  States;  the  Sabine  will  go  to  the  Azores,  Cape 
Verde,  over  to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  back  to  Hew  York;  the  Ino  to 
St.  Helena.  The  Kearsarge ,  Tuscarora,  and  St.  Louis  are  cruising  some¬ 
where  about  the  Azores.  Under  this  arrangement  it  will  be  well  to 
keep  your  squadron  within  the  West  Indies.  The  Vanderbilt  is  not 
quite  ready  yet,  and  the  Department  is  undecided  whether  it  will  send 
her  to  the  West  Indies  or  directly  after  the  290,  on  learning  again 
where  she  is. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  Havana. 


Order  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West 

India  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Ridgely ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U. 

S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  to  proceed  to  Key  West ,  Fla.,  for  provisions. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana,  November  1 ,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Key  West  for  the  following  objects,  viz: 
To  obtain  a  supply  of  provisions  for  the  squadron,  as  named  in  the 
enclosed  requisition,  take  in  as  much  coal  as  possible,  and  three  months’ 
supply  of  provisions  for  your  vessel.  After  having  obtained  the  sup¬ 
plies  at  Key  West,  you  will  touch  off  this  port  for  dispatches,  letters, 
and  papers  for  the  squadron  that  may  have  arrived.  You  will  then 
proceed  up  the  old  Bahama  Channel  to  off  Sagua  la  Grande,  where  you 
will  find  the  Wachussett  or  Tioga ,  with  orders  for  your  further  guid¬ 
ance.  The  duties  of  the  squadron  require  that  you  should  obtain  all 
supplies  at  Key  West  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  may  be  well  for  you  to  run  down  by  the  route  of  Bahia  Honda, 
both  going  and  returning  here,  as  it  will  delay  you  but  a  short  time, 
and  it  is  possible  you  may  intercept  some  vessels  that  have  run  the 
blockade.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant  and  expeditious  trip, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  Steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

West  India  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Boston,  November  2,  1862. 
(Received  Washington,  0  p.  m.) 

Brig  Baron  de  Castine  arrived  at  this  port.  Was  captured  while  on 
passage  from  Bangor  to  Cardenas  by  rebel  (steamer)  290,  and  released 
on  bond.  Reports  the  following  vessels  as  captured  and  burned  by  290: 

*  The  Augusta  did  not  go  on  thia  crnise. 
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Ship  Tonawanda,  of  Philadelphia,  released  on  bond  of  $80,000;  bark 
Lauraetta ,  of  Boston,  burned ;  ship  Manchester ,  burned ;  ship  Lafayette, 
burned;  bark  Lamplighter ,  burned;  brig  Dunkirk,  burned;  schooner 
Crenshaw ,  burned. 

0  J.  T.  Smith. 

Secretary  Navy. 


Letter  from  eommandant  navy  yard,  Mete  York,  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
transmitting  statement  made  by  one  of  the  crew  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Ala¬ 
bama  (290). 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  November  3, 1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  Henry  Redden,  who  alleges 
that  he  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  290.  He  says  he  left  her  in  the 
steamer  Bahama  after  that  vessel  had  discharged  her  cargo  into  her 
at  the  Western  Islands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commandant. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  November  3, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  am  an  Englishman  and  shipped  as 
boatswain  on  board  the  Confederate  steamer  290  for  about  four  months. 
We  went  on  a  cruise  from  Liverpool  to  the  Western  Islands.  We 
remained  there  three  weeks.  There  was  a  bark  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Quinn  [McQueen]  came  from  London  with  G  guns,  300  barrels  of 
powder,  and  shot  and  clothing,  also  coal.  A  steamer,  the  Bahama,  from 
Liverpool,  came  with  2  guns  for  the  290  and  2  safes  with  money.  The 
Portuguese  ordered  us  out  of  port  while  [we]  were  discharging  the 
Bahama.  We  told  them  we  were  disabled  and  that  we  were  a  Spanish 
man-of-war  bound  from  London  to  Havana  in  distress.  We  went  to 
sea  that  day  and  came  back  same  night  and  finished  receiving  goods. 
This  was  about  two  months  since.  There  were  on  board  four  Savannah 
pilots,  viz,  William  King,  James  King,  Barnstein,  and  Hardy.  Captain 
Bulloch,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  came  from  Liverpool  in  the  Bahama  to  see 
her  all  right.  He  did  not  go  in  the  290. 

Her  speed,  I  am  confident,  is  not  over  11  knots;  she  is  not  ironclad, 
but  wooden  and  screw;  nor  is  she  a  good  sea  boat,  as  she  rolls 
heavily.  She  carries  eight  guns — two  pivot  rilled  98-pounders,  and  six 
G2-pounders  smooth  bore  (three  on  broadside).  When  the  cargo  was 
all  on  board,  Captain  Semmes  mustered  all  hands  aft  and  said  that  he 
was  going  to  take  from  an  eagle  to  an  anchor  from  the  enemy.  He  said 
his  heart’,  was  broken  to  see  his  country  going  to  ruin,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  do  all  he  could  against  the  enemy.  She  had  92  men  when  I 
left,  and  they  were  not  over-anxious  to  remain  in  her. 

I  would  also  state  that  at  Birkenhead,  England,  Messrs.  Lawrence 
are  building  two  iron  rams  for  the  rebels,  purporting  to  be  building  for 
some  other  nation.  Length  of  each,  238  feet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Eedden, 

On  Board  the  Edinburgh  Steamer f  Pier  No.  44,  North  River. 
Rear-Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Ronckendorff ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  77.  $.  S. 
San  ' Jacinto ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  transmitting  copy  of  instruc¬ 
tions  for  pilots  at  Bermuda ,  West  Indies. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Grassy  Bay ,  Island  of  Bermuda ,  November  5,  16’ 6V?. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  regulations  handed  me  by  the 
pilot  on  my  arrival  off  this  island  November  1. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wl.  BONCKENDOEFF, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  GUIDANCE  OF  PILOTS. 

October  10,  1862. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  having  acquainted  us  that  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  insure  attention  to  those  rules  which  her  Majesty  has 
directed  to  be  observed  in  the  treatment  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States  and  Confederates  States  of  America  which  may  enter  these 
waters,  the  place  which  these  vessels  are  at  liberty  to  enter  or  anchor 
in,  until  a  reference  shall  have  been  made  to  his  Excellency  respecting 
their  movements  or  stay,  is  to  be  defined. 

We  have  therefore  to  convey  to  [you]  his  Excellency’s  orders  that 
you  are  to  pilot  every  vessel  of  war  or  privateer  belongingto  the  United 
States  or  Confederate  States  of  America  which  may  arrive  off  these 
islands,  and  be  desirous  of  entering  into  port,  direct  to  Grassy  Bay, 
unless  prevented  by  stress  of  weather,  and  there  anchor  until  her  com¬ 
mander  shall  have  communicated  with  his  Excellency.  If  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  vessel  shall,  however,  prefer  to  remain  outside  until  he 
shall  have  communicated  with  his  Excellency,  you  will  be  at  liberty  to 
anchor  his  vessel  in  Five-Eathom  Hole. 

Frederick  H.  Glasse, 

John  T.  Fisher, 

Henry  G.  Hunt, 

Commissioners  of  Pilots. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cann,  Pilot. 


[Telegram.] 


Boston,  November  3,  1862. 
(Received  Washington,  12:30  p.  in.) 
The  290  was  last  seen  October  29,  latitude  39°,  longitude  69°,  and 
steering  1ST.  W.,  with  wind  south. 

Jno.  T.  Smith. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  3, 1862. 
Dacotali  may  change  her  orders  so  that  she  will  return  in  ten  or 
fifteen  clays  if  she  hears  nothing  of  290.  If  she  gets  upon  her  track, 
however,  she  will  follow  her  up. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy . 

[Rear-]Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  3, 1862. 
Our  advices  are  that  on  29th  October  the  290  was  in  latitude  39°, 
longitude  69°,  steering  N.W.,  with  wind  south.  The  Dacotah,  Mohican, 
Ino  and  any  other  vessels  leaving  the  yard  can  vary  from  previous 
orders  to  go  upon  her  track.  Hurry  all  to  sea. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

[Rear-]Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard.  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  3,  1862. 
The  290  was  seen  October  29,  in  latitude  39°,  longitude  69°,  steering 
N.W.,  with  wind  south.  Hurry  the  Augusta  to  sea  with  directions  to 
vary  from  previous  orders  to  get  upon  her  track,  if  possible. 

Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  G.  J.  Pendergrast, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  3, 1862. 
On  the  29th  October  the  290  was  seen  in  latitude  39°,  longitude  69°, 
steering  N.W.,  with  wind  south.  Advise  your  vessels. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Com¬ 
mandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  suqqestinq  measures  for  the  capture  of 
C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  November  4,  1862. 
Sir  :  Having  heard  that  a  rebel  vessel  called  the  Alabama  is  cruising 
on  the  ocean  and  destroying  our  commerce,  I  respectfully  draw  your 
attention  to  the  following  suggestions :  Believing  that  she  can  easily  be 
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taken  by  mounting  a  rifle  truck  cannon  forward  and  another  aft  on  any 
of  the  fast  steamers  now  lying  at  the  docks  in  New  York,  fortifying  her 
engines  with  pressed  bales  of  hay,  all  of  which  can  be  done  in  a  day, 
placing  200  well  armed  men  and  officers  on  for  a  crew,  I  propose  to 
eapture  her  by  boarding  or  running  her  down,  and  if  the  Department 
will  permit  a  vessel  such  as  the  steamship  Eagle ,  which  has  a  rilled  gun 
already  mounted,  to  be  hired  for  a  limited  space  of  time,  I  am  anxious 
to  offer  my  services  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  pirate  A  labama. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Leonard  Paulding, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  H.  Paulding, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard ,  New  YorJc. 


Letter  from  Commander  Nicholson ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard ,  New  YorJc ,  suggesting  measures  for  the  capture  of  the  C.  8.  8. 
Alabama  {290). 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  November  4 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  In  view  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  pirate  290  to  our  coast,  I 
would  suggest  that  one  of  our  ocean  steamers  be  chartered,  her  ma¬ 
chinery  protected  by  bales  of  hay,  two  rilled  guns  on  truck  carriages 
put  on  board,  and  a  crew  of  200  men.  As  this  290  is  a  propeller,  a  side- 
wheel  steamer  can  easily  overtake  her  if  she  is  found.  I  would  then 
run  alongside  of  her  and  capture  her  by  boarding,  and  as  she  carries 
but  90  men,  I  am  confident  that  the  capture  can  be  easily  made. 
Should  these  views  meet  your  approbation,  am  ready  to  leave  on  this 
duty  at  a  moment’s  notice.  The  vessel,  if  chartered,  can  be  got  ready 
in  a  few  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 
Rear-Admiral  Hiram  Paulding,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  New  YorJc. 


Letter  from  tJie  17.  8.  minister  at  Lisbon,  Portugal,  to  Commander  Craven , 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Tuscarora,  advising  a  cruise  for 
the  protection  of  merchant  vessels. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon,  November  4,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  known  from  various  sources  of  information  that  the  pirat¬ 
ical  cruiser  Alabama  is  still  pursuing  the  career  of  destruction  and 
depredation  upon  American  commerce  which  was  recently  commenced 
off  the  island  of  Flores. 

By  the  last  accounts  it  would  seem  that  this  cruiser,  after  leaving  the 
Azores,  took  a  western  course  toward  Newfoundland,  and  in  that 
vicinity  burned  and  destroyed  all  ships  bound  on  regular  voyages 
between  New  York  and  the  ports  of  Europe.  Among  them  was  one 
laden  with  a  valuable  cargo  for  this  port. 

t  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  large  number  of  vessels  freighted 
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with  cereals  have  already  left  or  soon  will  leave  New  York  for  Lisbon. 
It  is  of  great  consequence  that  they  and  others  in  a  similar  category 
should  be  protected.  Your  ship  is  the  only  one  now  available  for  the 
purpose  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Kearsarqe  being  only  tem¬ 
porarily  disabled. 

My  decided  opinion  is,  and  my  advice  conforms  to  it,  that  the  Tusca- 
rora  should  proceed  forthwith  to  those  waters  and  places,  where  the 
most  efficient  succor  and  protection  can  be  afforded  to  merchant  vessels 
destined  for  Europe  or  vice  versa,  from  and  to  the  northern  ports  of 
the  United  States. 


I  would  therefore  strongly  recommend  a  cruise  between  Azores  and 
the  west  Atlantic  coast,  along  the  general  track  of  commerce,  until 
proper  relief  is  furnished  by  the  Navy  Department,  which  may  soon 
be  confidently  expected,  if  it  has  not  already  been  provided.  After¬ 
wards,  I  would  advise  you  to  return  to  these  waters,  since  it  may  be 
supposed  that  some  of  the  depredation  will  be  changed,  and  we  should 
be  prepared  for  all  such  contingencies. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

James  E.  Harvey. 

Commander  Crayen, 

U.  8.  8.  Tuscarora,  Lisbon. 


Report  of  Captain  Oils  son.  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican ,  of 
arrival  at  Bermuda ,  West  Indies ,  with  impaired  machinery. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Bermuda ,  November  5,  1S62. 

Sir':  I  have  to  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that 
I  arrived  at  this  port  on  the  1st  of  November  with  the  machinery  of 
this  vessel  so  much  out  of  order  that  it  was  unsafe  to  remain  at  sea 
any  longer.  We  have  experienced  very  heavy  weather  on  our  voyage 
to  this  place,  losing  our  port  quarter  boat  and  badly  damaging  the 
starboard  launch  and  carrying  away  the  entire  head.  At  one  time 
the  water  in  the  hold  was  nearly  up  to  the  furnaces,  and  at  the  time 
the  journals  and  crank  pins  were  so  much  heated  that  we  could  not 
work  the  engines,  which  has  been  the  case  frequently  since  we  left  port. 
All  the  hand  pumps  were  at  work  and  the  crew  employed  bailing,  which 
kept  the  water  down  until  we  could  work  the  engines  and  bilge  pumps. 
Had  the  engineers’  department  been  more  experienced  much  of  our 
trouble  would  have  been  obviated.  It  is  very  important  that  some  of 
the  engineers  that  had  been  in  the  ship  previously  should  always  be 
retained  on  board  and  then  all  would  not  be  green.  As  is  the  case 
on  board  of  the  Mohican  not  one  of  the  engineers  on  board  ever  passed 
an  examination.  I  found  the  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  at  this  port  and 
immediately  ordered  a  survey  on  the  engines  and  boilers  of  this  ship, 
and  herewith  enclose  you  the  report #  of  the  surveying  officers.  I  shall 
have  everything  in  order  in  a  few  days  and  proceed  to  obey  my  instruc¬ 
tions. 

I  would  also  state  that  the  100-pounder  rifled  gun  put  on  board  of 
the  vessel  at  Philadelphia  has  brought  her  so  much  by  the  head  that 
it  has  destroyed  all  her  good  sea  and  sailing  qualities.  She  labors  so 
heavily  in  a  gale  of  wind  that  I  consider  her  quite  unsafe;  during  the 

*  Omitted. 
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gale  that  I  was  in,  with  sail  and  steam  I  could  only  get  4  miles  per 
hour,  which  she  should  have  done  under  sail  alone,  as  the  wind  was 
fair. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  N. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  U.  8.  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  West 

India  Squadron,  relative  to  the  quality  of  supplies  received  from  Key 

West,  Fla. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana,  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatches  by  the  Pacific 
English  mail  steamer,  by  way  of  Nassau,  which  reached  here  last 
evening. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba  leaves  for  Key  West  to-day.  I  have  provi¬ 
sioned  this  vessel  from  her  stores  and  send  her  to  Key  West  to  obtain 
a  supply  for  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  stores  received 
from  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  according  to  the  enclosed  report,  will  most 
of  them  be  condemned  on  survey;  they  are  said  to  be  very  much  dam¬ 
aged,  but  we  can  not  do  better.  Commander  D.  B.  Ridgely  reports  to 
me  that  the  provisions  at  Key  West  are  all  in  a  very  bad  state,  the 
beef  being  old,  and  the  bread,  having  remained  a  long  time  in  this  cli¬ 
mate,  has  become  unfit  for  serving.  I  need  not  say  to  you  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  for  the  health  of  the  crews  that  our  provisions  should  be  free 
from  decay;  indeed,  there  is  scarcely  anything  which  will  so  soon  pro¬ 
duce  sickness  as  bad  food,  and  must  have  a  great  effect  upon  the 
cruising  of  the  squadron.  I  have  resorted  to  Key  West  for  our  sup¬ 
plies,  as  I  understand  there  is  a  great  quantity  there  in  store,  but  I 
have  ordered  a  careful  survey  to  be  made  before  they  are  received  for 
the  use  of  the  squadron.  I  shall  order  Commander  Ridgely  to  give 
particular  attention  to  what  is  received  and  report  to  me  whether  the 
stores  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  preclude  my  taking  them  in  for  a 
future  supply.  I  should  not  have  received  them  from  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba  if  they  could  have  been  procured  elsewhere. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard,  New  York,  of  the  departure  of 
TJ.  S.  S.  Dacotah  to  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York, 

November  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Dacotah  left  here  yesterday 
afternoon.  Captain  McKinstry  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
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Department’s  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  last  advices  of  the  290,  or 
Alabama,  as  also  with  that  in  relation  to  the  pursuit  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commandant. 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  to  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S. 

Alabama  ( 290 ). 

Navy  Department,  November  6, 1862. 

Sir:  Proceed  to  sea  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  in  search  of  the  piratical  steamer  290,  or  Alabama,  and  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce.  Your  main  object  will  be  the  pursuit  of 
that  vessel,  and,  if  found,  to  capture  or  destroy  her. 

You  will  cruise  in  the  track  of  vessels  within  the  Gulf  Stream  bound 
to  and  from  Europe,  as  far  east  as  the  Graud  Banks  and  to  the  Capes 
of  the  Delaware  on  the  south.  You  should  visit  Bermuda  as  early  as 
possible  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  after  the  290.  Every  twenty 
days  you  will  return  to  port,  either  New  York  or  Boston,  to  ascertain 
if  any  reliable  information  of  the  movements  of  the  290  have  been 
received. 

Of  course  you  will  not  regard  yourself  as  restricted  to  the  limits  indi¬ 
cated  in  these  instructions.  Circumstances  may  render  it  necessary  or 
important  for  you  to  deviate  from  them,  and  if  reliable  intelligence  of 
the  movements  of  the  290  reaches  you,  no  matter  in  what  quarter,  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  go  after  her.  It  is  reported  that  she  was  last  seen 
October  29,  in  latitude  39°  N.,  longitude  69°  W.,  steering  N.  W.,  with 
wind  south. 

You  are  to  exercise  all  the  rights  pertaining  to  a  cruiser  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy  in  time  of  war,  and  whilst  giving  your  special  attention  to  the 
important  duty  particularly  confided  to  you,  you  will  exercise  the 
unquestioned  belligerent  right  of  search,  and  will  be  vigilant  to  detect, 
seize,  and  send  into  port  for  adjudication  any  vessel  employed  in  con¬ 
veying  contraband  of  war  to  the  insurgents  or  violating  the  blockade. 
Transmitted  herewith  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  issued  by  the 
Department  on  the  18th  of  August  last,  recapitulating  the  instructions 
from  time  to  time  given  and  the  restrictions  and  precautions  to  be 
observed  by  our  cruisers  with  regard  to  the  searching  and  seizing  of 
vessels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Chas.  H.  Baldwin,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  New  York. 


Seizure  of  Confederate  schooner  Elias  Reed  by  TJ.  S.  S.  Octorard,  November 

5,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Octorara, 

Little  Bahama  Bank,  November  6,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  seized  the  Confederate 
schooner  Elias  Reed,  William  Blakeney,  master,  yesterday  at  G  o’clock 
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p.  m.,  in  4^  fathoms  water,  in  latitude  about  26°  59'  30/x  north,  longi¬ 
tude  about  77°  49'  W.,  the  center  of  Umbrella  Cay  bearing  N.  E.  by 
N.,  and  the  south  end  of  Allens  Cay  E.  by  N.  true,  distant  about  4 
miles.  Her  cargo  consists  of  8  bales  of  sea-island  cotton,  about  70 
barrels  of  turpentine,  and  365  barrels  of  resin.  Ho  papers  were  found 
on  board.  Her  cargo  and  a  Confederate  flag  are  the  only  indications 
of  her  character.  She  is  believed  to  have  been  from  St.  Marys,  Ga., 
and  bound  to  Nassau. 

Her  crew  consists  of  James  Collins,  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick; 
Edward  Beiley,  of  Nassau;  Bichard  Welsh,  of  Ireland;  Bobert  Gikie, 
of  Scotland,  and  John  Williams,  of  Scotland.  F.  W.  Williams,  of  New 
Orleans,  and  Albert  de  Boediger,  of  Paris,  are  represented  as  passen¬ 
gers.  The  former  I  suspect  is  the  owner  of  the  cargo,  and  from  a  pri¬ 
vate  paper,  which  I  will  enclose,  he  is  probably  an  agent  for  purchasing 
a  steamer  to  run  the  blockade.  William  Blakeney  is  the  owner  of  one- 
third  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  and  represents  the  remaining  two  thirds. 

I  send  her  to  Key  West  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Wiley. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  H.  C. 

[Enclosure. — Extract.] 

Augusta,  October  16, 1862. 

******* 

I  expect,  however,  to  make  most  out  of  the  blockade,  and  hope  soon 
to  hear  you  are  safely  out  and  have  brought  [bought]  a  steamer  of 
suitable  size  and  draft  and  one  or  two  more  sailing  vessels,  and  loaded 
the  latter,  with  the  Elias  Reed ,  with  salt  to  return. 

******* 

(Addressfed]  to  “ Dear  Frank”  and  signed  “Aleck.”) 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S' 
Octorara,  to  forward  to  the  Department  further  information. 

Navy  Department,  February  14,  1863. 

Sir:  It  has  been  alleged  that  the  schooner  Elias  Reed  was,  at  the 
time  of  her  seizure,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain, 
and  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  has  passed  between  this  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Lyons  on  the  subject. 

An  affidavit  of  two  seamen  who  were  serving  on  board  the  Elias 
Reed,  has  been  presented  to  Mr.  Seward  by  Lord  Lyons,  and  a  copy  of 
it  is  herewith  enclosed.  In  your  report  of  the  seizure  of  the  schooner, 
you  give  the  locality  of  her  seizure  as  about  4  miles  from  the  adjacent 
keys.  The  Department  desires  a  supplemental  report  on  the  subject, 
and  if  the  affidavit  is  not  correct,  any  evidence  that  you  may  be  able  to 
bring  forward  to  disprove  the  statements  of  the  parties. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Commander  N.  Collins,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commanding  (J.  S.  S.  Octorara ,  Havana,  Cuba. 

[Enclosure.] 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  on  this  23d  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1802,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me, 
Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public  by  lawful  authority  ap- 
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pointed,  duly  admitted,  and  sworn,  residing  and  practicing  in  the  city 
of  Nassau,  in  the  Island  of  New  Providence,  Edward  Eoyley  and  John 
Williams,  seamen  of  and  belonging  to  the  Confederate  schooner  Elias 
Reed ,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  St.  Marys,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
and  did  solemnly  declare  that  they  sailed  from  the  said  port  of  St. 
Marys,  bound  to  this  port  of  Nassau,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber  last,  and  when  ten  days  out,  the  weather  being  very  heavy,  the 
vessel  was  brought  to  anchor  under  the  lee  of  Strangers  Cay,  Great 
Abaco,  distant  about  2  miles.  The  vessel  laid  there  that  night,  and 
next  morning  got  underway  and  beat  up  between  the  mainland  and 
the  cays  and  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  between  Angel  Fish  Point 
and  Hog  Cay,  surrounded  by  the  cays  and  the  mainland  of  Abaco,  the 
land  in  no  case  being  over  a  mile  and  a  half  distant.  That  whilst  lying 
there  about  5  p.  m.  they  discovered  a  steamer  approaching,  and  shortly 
after  sunset  an  American  armed  steamer,  called  the  Oetorara ,  came 
within  hail  and  an  armed  boat  boarded  them,  after  which  the  vessel 
was  taken  charge  of  by  a  prize  crew  and  the  vessel  got  underway  and 
towed  by  the  Oetorara  some  2  or  3  miles.  The  crew  of  the  schooner 
were  then  transferred  to  the  Oetorara.  and  the  schooner  towed  down 
opposite  the  Isaacs,  where  she  was  put  in  possession  of  a  prize  officer 
and  sent  to  Key  West  as  a  prize,  and  the  crew  of  the  schooner  were 
detained  on  board  of  the  Oetorara  for  twenty-one  days  and  then 
taken  to  Key  West. 

And  these  declarants  further  declare  that  at  the  time  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  said  schooner  Elias  Reed  she  was  at  anchor  within  a  har¬ 
bor  of  the  Bahama  Islands,  within  the  dominions  of  her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  and  subject  in  all  things  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her 
Majesty. 

Edward  Eoyley. 

Iris 

John  x  Williams. 

mark. 

Declared  to  this  23d  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1862,  before  me. 

B.  L.  Burnside, 

Notary  Public. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come: 

I,  Bruce  Lockhart  Burnside,  a  notary  public  by  lawful  authority 
appointed,  duly  admitted,  and  sworn,  residing  in  the  city  of  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  Providence,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is 
a  true  copy  of  a  notarial  declaration  duly  made  before  me  by  the 
within-named  Edward  Eoyley  and  John  Williams,  as  the  same  remains 
of  record  in  my  notarial  record  book,  pages  101  and  102. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  my 
seal  notarial  to  be  affixed  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1862. 

[seal.]  B.  L.  Burnside, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Oetorara,  transmitting  affi¬ 
davits  regarding  the  seizure  of  Confederate  schooner  Elias  Reed. 

U.  S.  S.  OCTORARA, 

Key  West ,  March  29,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  February  last,  with  a  letter  from  the  Hon. William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  affidavits  of  two  seamen  in  relation  to  the 
“seizure  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain”  of  the 
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Confederate  schooner  Elias  Reed ,  requiring  from  me  a  supplemental 
report  ou  the  subject.  In  answer,  I  have  to  inform  the  Department 
that  the  Elias  Reed  lias  been  condemned  by  Judge  William  Marvin, 
and  has  been  sold  at  this  place. 

The  enclosed  original  affidavits  are,  I  trust,  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
depositions  of  two  seamen  at  Nassau.  The  fact  of  Stephen  Roberts 
being  a  skillful  seaman,  late  master  of  the  British  schooner  Agnes,  and 
a  citizen  of  Nassau,  will  no  doubt,  with  Lord  Lyons,  give  additional 
weight  to  his  testimony. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

Southern  District  of  Florida: 

Now  comes  Stephen  Roberts,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  by  occupation  a  Bahama  pilot;  that  on  the  5th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  A.  D.  1862,  he  was  engaged  as  pilot  on  board  the  U.  S.  commissioned 
ship  of  war  the  Octorara;  that  on  said  day  the  said  ship  of  war  Octorara 
captured  a  schooner  called  the  Elias  Reed ;  that  the  capture  was  made 
on  the  Bahama  Bank  about  midway  between  Little  Abaco  Island  on 
the  south  and  the  range  of  keys  ou  the  north.  Deponent  believes  the 
channel  in  which  the  Elias  Reed  was  captured  to  be  at  least  9J  miles 
wide  at  the  place  of  capture.  The  captured  vessel  was  just  about  in 
mid-channel,  and  cannot  have  been  less  than  1  miles  from  the  nearest 
point  of  land  at  the  time  of  seizure. 

Stephen  Roberts. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  29th  day  of  November,  1862. 

George  D.  Allen, 
Cleric  V.  8.  District  Court. 


Southern  District  of  Florida: 

Now  comes  John  A.  Johnstone,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  he  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for  the  past  year,  an  officer  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  that  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1862,  he  was  sailing  master  on  board  the  U.  S.  commissioned  ship 
of  war  the  Octorara, ;  that  on  the  said  5th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1862,  the  Octorara  captured  a  schooner  called  the  Elias  Reed ,  and  sent 
the  same  to  Key  West  for  adjudication;  that  deponent  was  the  board¬ 
ing  officer  from  the  Octorara  to  the  Elias  Reed ;  that  at  the  time  of 
boarding  and  capture  the  said  Elias  Reed  was  at  anchor  on  what  is 
called  the  Little  Bahama  Bank,  to  the  northward  of  Little  Abaco 
Island,  about  5  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  island  known  as  Pen¬ 
sacola  Key,  and  about  mid-channel  between  Little  Abaco  Island  on  the 
south  and  the  range  of  keys  on  the  north.  Deponent  believes  the  cap¬ 
ture  to  have  been  made  at  a  point  4  miles  or  more  distant  from  any 
point  of  land  on  either  side,  and  is  positive  the  distance  could  not  have 
been  less  than  miles.  Further  deponent  saith  not. 

John  A.  Johnstone, 

Acting  Master ,  U .  8.  Navy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  29tli  day  of  November,  1862. 

George  D.  Allen. 

Cleric  U.  8.  District  Court. 
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Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  transmitting  copies  of  communications  from  U.  8.  diplomatic 
officials  at  Gibraltar  and  Lisbon,  advising  his  presence  at  Cadiz, 
Spain. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Off  Algeciras,  Spain,  November  7,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar, 
requesting  me  very  earnestly  to  proceed  at  once  to  Cadiz  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  Captain  Pickering  of  tlie  Kearsarge,  and  enclosing  a  telegram 
from  our  minister  at  Lisbon.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  each. 

The  storeskip  Release  arrived  here  yesterday  and  is  now  making 
her  preparations  to  return  to  the  United  States.  Under  the  circum¬ 
stances  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  directing  her  commander  to 
remain  here  to  watch  the  Sumter  until  my  return. 

Trusting  that  the  Department  will  approve  my  course, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


[Enclosures.] 

November  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  have  just 
received  from  our  minister  at  Lisbon;  and  in  sight  of  the  important 
information  therein  contained,  I  would  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  that 
you  proceed  at  once  with  the  Chippewa  to  Cadiz,  and  communicate  with 
Captain  Pickering  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge  with  regard  to  your  future 
movements. 

The  Release  might  remain  at  Algeciras  to  watch  the  Sumter  during 
your  absence.  Please  telegraph  to  Captain  Pickering,  at  Cadiz,  and 
to  Mr.  Harvey,  at  Lisbon,  what  you  decide  upon.  There  is  no  time  to 
lose. 

H.  J.  Sprague, 

JJ.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  Andrew  Bryson, 

Chippewa. 


[Telegram.] 

Lisbon,  November  6, 1862. 

Telegraph  Captain  Pickering  immediately,  steamer  Bahama,  with 
men  and  munitions,  is  going  to  get  Semmes  at  Azores.  Turkish 
steamer  Shasgehard has  taken  dispatches  there  for  Semmes.  Let  the 
Kearsarge  return  to  Azores,  if  possible,  forthwith;  if  not,  let  Chippewa 
go  with  this  information  to  meet  Tuscarora,  which  started  Fayal  yes¬ 
terday. 

James  E.  Harvey. 

[H.  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

JJ.  8.  Consul  at  Gibraltar .] 
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Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

Vanderbilt,  of  preparations  for  cruising ,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 

Department. 

IT.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

New  York ,  November  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  sailing  orders, 
dated  November  6,  for  this  ship,  and  also  appointment  for  William  H. 
Golden  as  an  acting  first  assistant  engineer. 

Admiral  Paulding  has  directed,  in  default  of  time  to  send  the  person 
to  him,  to  appoint  a  second  assistant  in  place  of  Mr.  AN  illiains,  too 
sick  to  accept  the  appointment  sent  him.  1  shall  return  the  appoint¬ 
ment  sent  for  Williams. 

The  Vanderbilt  came  down  from  the  navy  yard  last  night  and  anchored 
oft'  the  battery  to  take  in  her  powder.  This  we  shall  do  as  soon  as  the 
weather  moderates  sufficiently.  It  is  now  snowing  and  blowing  hard. 

I  shall  sail  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  earnestly  hope  my 
cruise  will  prove  satisfactory  to  the  Department,  and  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Baldwin, 

Acting  Lieutenant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

Vanderbilt,  of  detention  by  storm  from  proceeding  in  search  of  C.  8.  S. 

Alabama  {290). 

New  York,  November  7,  1862 — p.  m. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  the  telegraphic  dispatch 
of  the  Department  relative  to  the  engineers,  which  will  straighten  the 
matter  up.  Also  the  admiral  has  just  sent  my  sailing  orders.  My 
own  opinion  would  be  rather  in  favor  (just  now)  of  the  290  being  off 
Hatteras,  particularly  as  East  and  West  Indiamen,  ships  from  South 
America,  and  the  homeward-bound  California  steamers  all  either  make 
Hatteras  light  or  come  out  of  the  stream  just  to  the  northward  of  the 
cape.  I  barely  got  through  taking  in  my  stores,  balance  of  my  crew 
and  loaded  shells  yesterday,  and  last  night  at  9  o’clock  I  left  the  yard 
and  anchored  off  the  battery  to  take  in  powder.  This  morning  it  is 
blowing  and  snowing  furiously,  so  that  I  can’t  get  a  boat  to  get  aboard 
again.  Immediately  it  moderates  I  shall  get  in  my  powder  and  lose  no 
time  in  getting  off.  I  am  still  short  some  8  firemen,  but  the  engineers 
are  now  looking  round  town  for  some  and  think  they  will  be  successful. 
To  me,  it  looks  like  a  regular  northeast  snowstorm  and  gale,  and  it  may 
last  to  morrow,  and  even  the  next  day.  You  might  have  something 
else  to  telegraph,  but  you  may  rest  assured  I  shall  not  trifle  with  any 
time. 


The  Vanderbilt  is  now  in  first-rate  condition,  and  I  pray  I  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  doing  something  worthy  of  so  splendid  a  command. 

Before  I  close  this,  let  me  again  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  kind¬ 
ness  to  me  personally,  and  believe  that  I  am, 

Faithfully,  yours, 

C.  H.  Baldwin. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Letter  from  the  governor  of  New  York  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,, 
requesting  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  for  the  protection  of  New 
York  Harbor. 


State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department, 

Albany ,  November  8 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  in  Yew  York  for  a  few  days  past,  occupied  in  exam¬ 
ining  the  defenses  to  the  water  approaches  of  that  city.  While  there 
I  had  several  interviews  with  Admiral  Paulding,  Colonel  Delafield, 
and  Mr.  Collector  Barney  on  this  subject.  As  tbe  result  of  my  obser¬ 
vation  and  counsels  I  respectfully  ask  that  A  dmiral  Paulding  be  imme¬ 
diately  clothed  with  authority  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such 
means  as  in  his  discretion  may  be  deemed  proper  and  necessary  for 
protecting  the  harbor  of  Yew  York  and  defending  it  from  attack  by 
water. 

If  the  Yavy  Department  will  grant  such  authority,  and  I  hope  it 
may  and  that  quickly,  Admiral  Paulding  will  at  once  anchor  the  school 
ship  Savannah  in  the  Yorth  River,  where  she  will  be  prepared  to  render 
valuable  service  in  the  case  of  necessity,  and  where,  1  am  assured,  that 
for  all  the  purposes  of  a  naval  school  it  is  as  well  that  she  be  there  as 
where  she  now  lies.  He  will,  if  authorized,  take  tbe  very  important 
precaution  of  boarding  every  steamer  and  other  vessel  to  ascertain  its 
true  character  before  it  enters  the  harbor.  Prudence  imperatively 
demands  this  step.  At  present  there  is  neither  means  nor  authority 
for  doing  this.  An  ironclad  ship  of  war  should  be  placed  under  his 
command  at  cnce. 

The  vast  damage  that  could  be  done  by  a  hostile  war  ship  to  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  city  of  Yew  York  before  it  could  be  destroyed  or  taken 
renders  the  course  I  have  recommended  a  matter  of  the  gravest  impor¬ 
tance.  I  pray  you  to  give  to  it  your  immediate  and  favorable  attention. 

I  am,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Morgan, 

Governor. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Rodgers ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioga,, 
of  cruise  in  the  West  Indies ,  from  October  29  to  November  8,  1862. 

U.  S.  S.  Tioga, 

Off  Stirrup  Cay,  November  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  this  day  of  the  Tioga  at 
this  place.  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  sailed  from  Turtle  Harbor  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  and  the  same  evening  arrived  on  the  bank  off  Bernini 
Islands.  Skirting  them,  I  anchored  to  the  south  of  the  Great  Isaac. 
The  wind  blew  very  fresh  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  making 
an  unusually  high  sea  on  the  bank.  Yothing  of  interest  occurred, 
and  on  Sunday,  the  2d,  the  Octorara  arrived.  After  supplying  her 
with  bread,  of  which  she  was  short,  I  sailed  for  the  Auguila  Islands, 
making  the  best  speed  possible,  and  arriving  there  the  next  morning. 
I  sailed  nearly  around  the  islands,  but  saw  neither  vessels,  habitation, 
nor  any  living  thing.  I  then  kept  away  for  Sagua  la  Grande,  arriving 
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the  same  evening.  Not  being  able  to  learn  anything  of  the  flagship 
from  the  pilot,  I  ran  into  the  harbor  to  communicate  with  the  consul; 
but  finding  that  lie  was  at  Sagua,  some  6  miles  up  the  river,  and  learn¬ 
ing  that  nothing  had  been  seen  or  heard  of  the  flagship,  I  went  outside 
early  next  morning,  and  after  cruising  a  short  distance  along  the  coast, 
anchored  oft'  the  harbor  in  5  fathoms  water.  The  pilot  declined  stay¬ 
ing  on  board  without  permission  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  as  it  was 
against  the  regulations.  I  sent  an  officer  to  the  captain  of  the  port, 
who  was  very  polite,  but  stated  that  it  was  impossible  to  grant  my 
request;  that  if  one  of  their  own  men-of-war  desired  it,  he  could  not 
grant  it.  The  authorities  and  inhabitants  were  exceedingly  courteous, 
the  pilots  refusing  to  take  any  pay,  by  order,  as  they  said,  of  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  port.  I  sent  the  money,  however,  to  that  officer,  with  a  civil 
message.  While  lying  off  the  port  a  steamer  appeared  in  the  offing. 
I  got  underway  to  speak  her,  and  while  passing  the  outer  buoy  ran 
ashore,  the  ship  going  on  the  shoal  almost  imperceptibly,  and  lying 
very  quiet  while  there.  When  the  tide  rose,  some  four  hours  after,  we 
hauled  her  off. 

Thursday,  the  flagship  not  making  her  appearance,  and  having 
learned  from  the  orders  of  Captain  Collins,  a  copy  of  which  he  furnished 
me,  that  he  was  to  meet  the  Wachusett  off  Abaco  or  Stirrup  Cay  on 
Friday,  I  considered  that  I  should  best  be  carrying  out  your  wishes 
by  going  to  Stirrup  Cay.  I  therefore  sailed  on  Thursday,  anchoring 
late  that  night  on  the  bank  in  a  norther,  and  proceeding  next  day  to 
this  place,  finding  at  anchor  here  the  U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Rodgers, 

Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  Chas.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rear- 
sarge,  of  the  disability  of  that  vessel,  and  the  arrival  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Chippewa  at  Cadiz,  Spain,  in  accordance  until  advices  of  diplomatic 
officials  at  Gibraltar  and  Lisbon. 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Cadiz,  November  8,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  telegram  from  the  U.  S. 
minister  at  Lisbon,  to  H.  J.  Sprague,  IT.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  movement  of  rebel  steamers  at  the  Western  Islands.  Also 
a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Consul  H.  J.  Sprague  to  Commander  A.  Bryson, 
in  command  of  the  gunboat  Chippewa. 

Commander  A.  Bryson,  acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  Consul  Sprague, 
arrived  at  this  port  with  the  Chippewa  this  forenoon,  and  is  now  upon 
his  way  to  Fayal  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  me,  a  copy  of  which  is 
here  enclosed. 

The  Department  will  see,  per  copy  of  late  survey  and  my  letter  of 
yesterday,  the  impossibility  of  the  Kearsarge  again  putting  to  sea  until 
.she  be  docked. 


*  See  p.  537. 
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With  deep  regret  at  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  Kearsarge  at 
the  present  moment, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash  ington ,  D.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

Cadiz ,  November  8,  1862. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  instructions  per  telegram  of  the  6th  instant,  from 
Hon.  James  E.  Harvey,  U.  S.  minister  at  Lisbon,  to  H.  J.  Sprague,  esq., 
U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar,  and  his  (Mr.  Sprague’s)  suggestions  there¬ 
upon  in  a  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Western 
Islands. 

Upon  your  arrival  you  will  communicate  with  Charles  W.  Dabney,  esq., 
U.  S.  consul  at  Fayal,  and  Commander  Craven  of  the  Tuscarora ,  impart¬ 
ing  the  intelligence  conveyed  in  said  telegram,  which  communication 
will  control  your  subsequent  movements. 

As  soon  as  practicable  you  will  return  to  your  station  and  resume  the 
duties  assigned  you  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain . 

Commander  A.  Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Chippewa ,  Cadiz. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Cavendy ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S. 
bark  Gemsbok ,  of  arrival  at  Turtle  Harbor ,  Florida ,  for  protection  of 
coal  schooners. 

U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok, 

Turtle  Harbor ,  Florida ,  November  10,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  ship  from  St. 
Andrews  Sound,  Georgia,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Rear-Admiral 
Du  Pont  to  report  to  you,  to  protect  the  coal  schooners  in  this  harbor, 
by  order  of  the  Navy  Department.  Found  here  the  schoouer  Jos.  M. 
Houston ,  with  about  300  tons  coal  on  board. 

On  the  9tli  instant  prize  schooner  Elias  Reed  put  in  here  in  want  of 
assistance  to  proceed  to  Key  West.  I  sent  to  her  an  acting  master’s 
mate  and  two  men;  she  left  here  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Cavendy, 

Acting  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

“ Flying  Squadron .” 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Willies ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  urging  the  necessity  for  a  larger  force  to  effectually 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Havana ,  November  11,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  just  completed  the  repairs  of  the  Wachusett  at 
the  dockyard,  which  the  admiral  pressed  upon  me  to  go  to  effect,  and 
has  beeu  very  civil  and  obliging  in  offering  and  doing  everything  we 
desired.  The  Wachusett  has  broken  down  twelve  times  since  we  left 
Washington,  about  every  three  days,  on  an  average,  which  disables  us 
for  twelve  hours  and  at  sea  causes  a  great  loss  of  time.  I  had  an  inkling 
of  how  it  would  be  when  I  was  hurried  off' so  soon  from  [the]  Washington 
yard.  The  tubes  in  our  boilers  are  very  defective  and  are  so  liable  to 
accident,  and  require  so  much  time  to  repair,  that  I  am  of  opinion  they 
ought  to  be  discarded  from  all  cruising  ships  of  war.  With  horizontal 
tubes  plugging  is  the  work  of  a  few  minutes,  but  with  the  vertical 
ones  we  have  to  waste  some  twelve  hours  to  cool  oft  and  empty  the 
boilers. 

I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  1st  November  about  the  290.  There  is 
little  doubt  in  my  mind  of  her  final  destination  being  the  West  Indies, 
and  I  so  much  regret  that  I  have  not  vessels  or  force  enough  to  make 
her  capture  certain.  I  shall  certainly  do  all  I  can,  but  to  watch  the 
outlets  of  the  channels  and  invest  them,  it  is  impossible.  I  have  no 
news  of  the  Cimarron,  and  regret  to  learn  the  Dacotali  has  gone  in 
another  direction.  The  Aspinwall  steamers  are  undoubtedly  the  tiual 
object  of  the  290  and  she  wdl  retit  on  the  Bahama  Banks  somewhere  if 
she  can  get  in.  I  have  written  before  to  have  more  force,  and  stated 
my  views  fully,  and  I  trust  the  Department  will  order  them  promptly. 
We  are  more  likely  to  hear  of  the  290  first  at  this  place,  and  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  I  am  obliged  to  keep  a  vessel  here  or  touch  in  every  few  days  for 
information.  I  promise  you  we  shall  do  all  we  can,  but  I  do  not  feel 
that  the  force  I  have  now  with  me  can  effectually  stop  up  and  visit  the 
localities  where  the  Alabama,  or  290 ,  will  probably  repair. 

I  leave  to-morrow  morning  at  daylight  to  search  for  her  and  the  other 
vessels  named  in  the  letter  to  the  State  Department. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron.] 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Boston  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  urg¬ 
ing  the  need  of  and  suggesting  measures  for  the  protection  of  Boston 
Harbor. 

[Private  and  confidential.] 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Boston ,  November  12,  1862. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  this  board  on  the  subject  of 
“  defense  of  the  harbor,”  appointed  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  war,  have  already  more  than  once  asked  the  attention  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  the  comparatively  defenseless  state  of  the  harbor  of  Bos- 
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ton,  and  have  also  to-day  addressed  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
on  this  subject.  In  view  of  the  recent  reckless  depredations  of  the 
piratical  steamer  Alabama ,  and  her  reported  near  proximity  to  our  bay, 
and  also  the  apparently  well  authenticated  fact  recently  made  public, 
that  powerful  steam  rams  are  now  partially  constructed  in  England,  to 
be  used  by  the  rebels  iu  an  attack  on  our  principal  cities  on  the  North¬ 
ern  coast,  added  to  an  apprehension  (by  no  means  unfounded)  that  our 
country  may  suddenly  be  involved  in  a  foreign  war,  it  can  not  be 
regarded  strange  that  this  community  should  be  pervaded  by  deep 
solicitude  as  to  the  absence  of  immediate. means  to  make  any  adequate 
defense  against  an  attack  from  either  of  the  sources  referred  to.  A 
public  meeting  on  the  exchange  on  this  subject  has  been  proposed,  but 
discountenanced  by  more  reflecting  minds,  as  calculated  to  do  much 
harm  by  advertising  to  the  world  the  weakness  of  our  means  of  defense, 
and  it  is  probable  that  from  similar  considerations  so  little  has  been 
published  in  the  papers  of  the  day.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
hoped  that  you  will  appreciate  the  motives  which  lead  the  undersigned 
respectfully  but  earnestly  to  urge  on  your  immediate  consideration  the 
importance  of  your  cooperation  with  the  War  Department,  in  causing 
this  harbor  to  be  completely  fortified  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
The  three  forts,  Warren,  Independence,  and  Winthrop,  which  are 
designed  to  mount  551  guns,  are  now  ready  to  receive  475  guns.  Only 
153  guns  are  now  actually  mounted,  and  none  of  these  can  be  said  to 
be  of  sufficiently  large  caliber  to  make  a  successful  defense  against  an 
armor-plated  steamship,  especially  if  she  'should  attempt  to  enter  the 
harbor  through  Broad  Sound.  The  works  to  receive  nearly  all  the 
guns,  say  about  475,  are  now  complete  so  far  as  it  depends  on  the  engi¬ 
neers’  department.  It  only  remains  for  the  requisite  ordnance  to  be 
supplied.  Until  this  is  done  and  even  afterwards,  this  harbor  can  not 
be  said  to  be  in  a  proper  state  of  defense  without  a  floating  battery. 
We  are  not  unaware  of  the  embarrassment  which  the  Government  has 
suffered  from  the  limited  means  of  supplying  ordnance  in  its  great 
emergency,  nor  would  we  make  the  claims  of  Boston  Harbor  for  pro¬ 
tection  unduly  prominent,  but  you  will  pardon  us  if  we  suggest  that, 
after  a  war  of  twenty  months,  the  harbor  of  the  third  commercial  city 
in  the  Union  ought  no  longer  to  be  allowed  by  its  very  weakness  to 
invite  the  aggression  of  a  desperate  enemy.  It  is  believed  by  practi¬ 
cal  men  that  through  Broad  Sound  (one  of  the  two  principal  entrances 
to  this  harbor)  a  reckless  and  daring  piratical  ironclad  steamer  might 
enter  without  serious  injury  and  lay  our  city  under  contribution.  Apart 
from  all  other  considerations,  we  need  only  to  allude  to  the  moral  effect 
of  such  an  act  on  our  cause  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  believed  that 
our  statement  as  to  the  present  actual  condition  of  the  forts  will  be 
found  substantiated  by  recent  official  reports. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  we  beg  respectfully  to  suggest  that 
the  new  ironclad  steamer  Naliant  (of  the  monitor  class),  now  nearly 
completed  by  Mr.  Loring,  be  allowed  to  remain  in  this  harbor  for  its 
defense,  at  least  until  the  necessary  guns  are  placed  in  the  several  for¬ 
tifications  of  the  harbor  and  the  pirate  Alabama  has  been  either  cap¬ 
tured  or  destroyed,  provided  that  such  disposal  of  the  Naliant  be,  iu  any 
reasonable  degree,  compatible  with  the  immediate  or  more  important 
requirements  of  some  other  branch  of  the  public  service. 

At  this  point  we  need  not  say  that  we  do  not  presume  to  dictate, 
although  we  should  be  derelict  in  our  duty  if  we  omitted  to  present  to 
your  mind  the  great  importance  of  at  once  placing  this  harbor  in  a 
state  of  defense,  and  the  deep  solicitude  of  this  board  and  of  the  com- 
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munity  generally  in  reference  to  this  matter.  May  we  not  hope  that 
this  subject  will  receive  the  prompt  action  that  its  importance  demands  ? 

We  remain,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Edward  S.  Tobey,  ■ 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr., 

W.  T.  Glidden, 

C.  O.  Whitmore, 

Thos.  Aspinwall, 

Wm.  E.  Coffin, 

Jos.  S.  Fay, 

Committee. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Endorsement.] 


There  is  always  some  naval  force  at  Boston,  while  other  places  on  the 
coast,  with  the  exception  of  Portsmouth,  are  not  so  favored.  Were  a 
cruiser  to  enter  the  harbor  of  Boston,  which  is  very  improbable,  there 
is  always  a  force  to  see  to  her.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  an 
armored  vessel  prepared  for  operations  elsewhere  should  be  detained 
at  Boston  and  the  expedition  broken  [up]  under  a  remote  apprehension 
that  a  hostile  vessel  might  attempt  to  visit  that  place. 

W. 


[Second  endorsement.] 


The  armor-clad  vessels,  of  which  the  Nahant  is  one,  are  preparing 
for  important  operations  which  alone  can  be  conducted  to  a  successful 
termination  by  that  class  of  vessels,  and  I  am  sure  you  would  be  the 
last  persons  to  desire  to  arrest  the  contemplated  expedition. 


Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Neic  YorTc,  of  the  sailing 
of  XI.  S.  steamers  Vanderbilt  and  Courier. 

Navy  Yard,  New  York,  November  12,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  departure  on  the  10th  instant  of  the  steamer 
Vanderbilt,  Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Baldwin,  and  the  store- 
ship  Courier ,  Acting  Master  Cressy,  the  latter  for  Port  Royal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Paulding, 

Commandant. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 

S.  San  Jacinto,  of  arrival  at  the  island  of  Barbados,  West  Indies. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 
Carlisle  Bay,  Island  of  Barbados ,  November  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  this  morning,  and 
shall  leave  again  on  Saturday  evening,  or  sooner  if  the  engines  are  in 
order.  I  shall  take  in  75  tons  of  coal  and  will  follow  out  the  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  Bear- Admiral  Lee.  We  arrived  at  Bermuda  on 
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November  1  at  3  p.  m.,  and  left  by  order  of  Captain  Glissou,  of  the 
Mohican ,  as  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit,  which  was  November  4, 
6:30  a.  m.  No  news. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  C 


Letter  from  C.  H.  Marshall ,  esq.,  for  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
enquiring  in  regard  to  measures  for  the  capture  of  G.  S.  8.  Alabama. 

Commerce  Chamber  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

New  York,  November  14,  1862. 

Sir:  I  address  you  as  chairman  of  a  special  committee  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  to  enquire  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  capture 
the  rebel  pirate  Alabama,  and  also  whether  the  Government  will  grant 
commissions  to  private  vessels  if  fitted  out  under  promise  of  reward 
by  citizens  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  If.  Marshall, 

Chairman. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Clary,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioga ,  of 

the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  Key  W est,  Fla.,  for  repairs  and  supplies. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tioga, 
Stirrup  Cays,  November  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  we  are  compelled  to  leave  at  once 
for  Key  West  for  supplies  and  repairs,  we  having  but  ten  days’  rations 
on  board.  The  Octorara  might  hold  out  for  five  days,  so  far  as  provi¬ 
sions  are  concerned,  but  her  starboard  boiler  is  dangerously  defective, 
but  if  attended  to  at  once  could  be  remedied  at  Key  West.  Even  now 
Commander  Collins  thinks  it  prudent  to  have  convoy. 

I  hope  to  return  here  by  the  20th. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  West  Indies. 


Report  of  Captain  McKinstry ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Daco- 
tah,  of  arrival  at  New  York  from  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S .  Ala¬ 
bama  (290). 

U.  S.  S.  Dacotah, 

New  York,  November  17,  1862. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  telegram  dated  the  3d,  and  Rear- 
Admiral  Paulding’s  order  of  the  4th  instant,  the  Dacotah  left  this  port 
on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  in  search  of  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama,  or 
290.  Cape  Hatteras  and  its  vicinity  being  made  by  ships  from  China, 
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the  Windward  Islands,  and  those  hound  north  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  cruise  in  that  region  with  the  hope  of  falling 
in  with  the  rebel  marauder.  After  proceeding  toward  the  east  end  of 
Long  Island  I  stood  for  Cape  Hatteras.  Severe  gales  on  the  7th,  8th, 
9tli,  and  10th  instant  prevented  a  direct  course  being  made,  and  caused 
slight  damages,  detailed  in  a  report  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Con¬ 
struction,  etc.,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

I  regret  that  not  the  slightest  intelligence  could  be  obtained  respect¬ 
ing  the  290  from  the  vessels  spoken  and  boarded,  a  tabular  list  of  which 
is  herewith  transmitted. 

My  health  is  much  impaired,  and  I  feel  compelled  to  request  a  leave 
for  five  or  six  weeks  for  its  restoration. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  McKinstry, 
Captain ,  Z7.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Washington ,  1>.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chippeiva , 
of  arrival  at  Fayal  and  intended  departure  for  Algeciras,  Spain. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Fayal ,  November  17,  1862. 

Sir:  I  enclose  copy  of  a  note*  received  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibral¬ 
tar,  with  telegram*  from  our  minister  at  Lisbon;  also  of  my  orders! 
received  from  Captain  Pickering  at  Cadiz,  which  orders,  as  you  will 
see,  were  to  proceed  to  Fayal  and  communicate  with  Charles  W.  Dab¬ 
ney,  esq.,  and  yourself.  On  my  arrival  at  this  place  (November  14), 
after  a  passage  of  six  days  from  Cadiz,  I  at  once  communicated  with 
Mr.  Dabney.  I  learned  that  the  Tuscarora  had  left  the  day  before  my 
arrival.  None  could  tell  me  where  she  had  gone,  nor  for  what  length 
of  time  she  might  be  absent.  Feeling  that  it  would  be  useless  for  me, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  make  even  an  attempt  to  find  the  Tuscarora , 
and  that  it  would  be  absolute  loss  of  time  to  await  here  her  return,  I 
take  this  as  the  only  means  in  my  power  of  imparting  to  you  the  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  Mr.  Harvey’s  telegram.  I  have  coaled  and  pro¬ 
visioned  here,  and  after  having  received  oil,  will  leave  this  place  on 
this  (Monday)  evening  for  Algeciras.  On  my  way  (as  it  will  be  in  my 
track)  I  will,  if  possible,  look  in  at  Angra. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven,  Commander. 

Commanding  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora. 


Letter  from  the  governor  of  Neic  Yorlt  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
relative  to  measures  for  protection  of  New  Yorli  Harbor. 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department, 

Albany,  November  17, 1862. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  Washington  I  find  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  Bear- Admiral  Pauld¬ 
ing  in  reference  to  the  anchorage  of  the  school-ship  Savannah. 


See  p.  537. 


t  See  p.  541. 
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I  take  this  occasion  to  refer  to  the  subject  of  my  interview  with  you 
in  reference  to  the  defenses  of  New  York  Harbor,  and  to  express  my 
gratification  at  its  result.  I  had  then  just  been  informed  that  Rear- 
Admiral  Paulding  was  satisfied  that  the  Savannah  was  unsuitable  for  the 
service  specified.  Accordingly  you  wisely  determined  that  the  Roanoke 
should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  rear-admiral  immediately  on  her 
completion  as  an  ironclad.  In  the  meantime  you  directed  that  one  of  the 
present  ironclads  be  left  in  the  harbor  until  the  Roanoke  is  completed. 

The  great  importance  of  this  decision  is  shown  by  the  proposed 
action  of  the  municipal  authorities  of  New  York,  who  have  already 
taken  some  measures  for  raising  a  fund  to  protect  the  harbor  by  private 
subscription. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Morgan, 

[Governor.] 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Boston  Marine  Society  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  set¬ 
ting  forth  the  necessity  and  suggesting  measures  for  the  protection  of 
Boston  Harbor. 


Boston,  November  18,  1862. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  Boston  Marine  Society, 
have  been  instructed  to  call  to  your  notice  the  defenseless  condition  of 
the  harbor  of  Boston  and  to  respectfully  solicit  that  official  action  which 
shall  place  it  secure  against  the  attack  of  an  enemy.  Our  citizens 
are  deeply  concerned  on  the  subject  and  look  to  the  Government,  who 
are  possessed  with  all  the  powers  which  are  required  to  make  such, 
arrangements  as  will  afford  that  protection  which  shall  allay  their  fears 
and  anxieties. 

There  are  obvious  reasons  in  the  history  and  condition  of  the  city  of 
Boston  which  might  tempt  an  audacious  and  ambitious  foe  to  lay  it  under 
contribution,  or  to  waste  and  destroy  the  properly  of  its  people.  The 
navy  yard,  the  marine  and  navy  hospitals,  and  other  public  institu¬ 
tions  are  so  situated  that  they  almost  invite  the  assault  of  a  vigorous 
foe.  The  applause  with  which  such  an  act  would  be  hailed  by  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Union  in  the  Southern  States  would  nerve  the  invader  to 
run  the  risk,  while  the  moral  effect  abroad,  should  it  be  unfortunately 
successful,  might  be  disastrous  to  the  cause  in  which  our  country  is 
engaged. 

A  recent  memorial  to  your  Department  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
this  city  has  so  fully  set  forth  the  facts  in  the  case  that  it  precludes 
the  necessity  of  a  more  elaborate  detail.  We  heartily  endorse  the 
appeal  for  a  larger  and  more  efficient  armament  for  the  forts,  as  well 
as  the  suggestion  that  the  Nahant  may  remain  in  this  harbor,  or,  if  that 
is  not  possible,  that  some  other  ironclad  vessel  may  be  permanently  sta¬ 
tioned  in  its  waters. 

We  would  also,  in  addition,  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of 
having  at  the  navy  yard,  fully  armed  and  equipped,  a  vessel  of  war 
which  should  be  ready  at  a  moment’s  notice  to  proceed  to  sea  and  meet 
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the  foe  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  should  pilot  or  homeward-bound 
vessels  give  notice  of  their  approach. 

Having  thus,  in  obedience  to  the  instruction  of  the  Marine  Society, 
laid  the  subject  before  you,  we  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  trul v,  yours,  Osborn  Howes. 

Thomas  Lamb. 

F.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Caleb  Curtis. 

Wm.  Bramiiall. 

B.  L.  Allen. 

Bobt.  B.  Storer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Thomas  C.  Smith. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy ,  relative  to  guarding  the  approaches  to  New  York  Harbor  by 
means  of  armed  revenue  steamers. 

Custom-House,  New  York, 
Collector's  Office ,  November  19,  1862. 
Sir:  In  a  conference  just  held  with  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  I  learn 
that  tii e  Passaic,  the  only  monitor  completed  at  this  port,  has  been 
ordered  away  and  is  about  to  proceed  to  sea;  that  there  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient  armament  on  the  Savannah ;  that  there  are  no  guns  on  the  ferry¬ 
boats;  that  the  boilers  of  the  Dacotah  are  unfit  for  service,  and  that 
orders  are  given  for  her  repairs ;  that  the  Roanoke  will  not  be  ready 
for  service  within  sixty  days,  and  that  there  is  no  vessel  belonging  to 
the  Navy  at  this  station  which  in  her  present  condition  and  with 
existing  orders  can  be  used  for  the  defense  of  this  harbor  and  city. 
Under  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  the 
understanding  had  with  the  Navy  Department  that  it  would  at  all 
times  be  ready  on  two  hours’  notice  to  protect  this  harbor  and  city 
against  an  enemy,  I  have  made  arrangements  to  guard  by  armed  rev¬ 
enue  steamers  the  approaches  to  the  harbor,  so  as  to  give  timely  notice 
to  the  military  and  naval  authorities  here  of  the  coming  of  hostile  ves¬ 
sels,  and  probably  to  offer  such  resistance,  with  the  aid  of  the  land 
forces,  as  will  at  least  occasion  such  vessels  a  temporary  delay  in  their 
approach,  and  I  am  exceedingly  desirous  of  being  able  to  assure  the 
citizens  of  the  city  that  the  naval  authorities  are  ready  to  perform  the 
duty  which  they  have  undertaken  of  destroying  any  hostile  vessels 
which  may  by  possibility  reach  the  harbor. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hiram  Barney. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  November  20,  1862. 
(Received  Washington,  4:25  p.  m.) 
We  respectfully  request  that  the  Passaic  remain  for  the  defense  of 
this  harbor  until  the  Montauk  is  ready  for  that  service. 

E.  D.  Morgan. 

Hon.  G.  Welles,  Hiram  Barney. 

Secretary  of  Navy. 
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Escape  of  G.  B.  S.  Alabama  {290)  from  the  U.  8.  8.  Ban  Jacinto ,  at 
Martinique ,  November  19,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  enclosing 
correspondence  and  reports  on  the  subject. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Fort  Royal,  Island  of  Martinique,  November  21,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  escape  of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  or  290,  from  this  port: 

I  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  and  finding  the  Ala¬ 
bama  at  anchor  off  the  town  and  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  I  at  once 
prepared  to  attack  in  case  she  attempted  to  escape.  Of  course  I  did 
not  anchor,  as  that  would  have  involved  the  necessity  of  remaining 
twenty-four  hours.  Shortly  after  my  arrival  a  French  war  steamer 
came  out  from  the  arsenal  and  anchored  near  the  Alabama.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  came  on  board  with  a  communication  from  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  island,  a  translation  of  which  1  herewith  enclose,  with  my 
reply. 

I  sent  by  a  fishing  boat  an  invitation  to  the  captain  of  the  brig  Hamp¬ 
den,  of  Bangor,  Me.  (which  is  here  discharging  cargo),  to  cooperate 
with  me  by  signaling  during  the  night  the  movements  of  the  Alabama. 
He  came  on  board  and  took  back  with  him  several  rockets,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  use  them  if  the  Alabama  should  get  underway,  firing  them  to 
the  north  if  she  should  go  by  the  north  shore  of  the  bay  and  to  the 
south  if  by  the  south  shore  of  the  bay.  This  was  near  evening.  As  soon 
as  it  was  dark  I  dispatched  two  boats,  one  under  charge  of  Acting 
Master  Baker,  the  other  under  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Iveene,  who  were  placed  near  the  beach  on  each  side  of  the  bay  with 
red  and  blue  signal  lights,  so  as  to  communicate  the  movements  of  the 
rebel  vessel  in  the  event  of  her  going  out.  I  kept  the  Ban  Jacinto  near 
the  middle  of  the  bay,  so  as  to  command  both  sides,  if  possible. 

At  8:10  p.  m.  three  rockets  were  sent  up  in  a  southerly  direction. 
We  immediately  steamed  over  along  the  southern  shore,  opening  the 
point  so  in  case  she  passed  I  could  see  her.  I  would  here  remark  that 
the  bay  is  6  miles  wide  where,  by  the  direction  of  the  governor’s  let¬ 
ter,  I  had  leave  to  operate,  and  blie  land  quite  high  on  both  sides. 

Officers  with  glasses  were  stationed  in  the  most  favorable  parts  of 
the  vessel,  but  were  unable  to  see  anything  of  the  rebel  steamer.  The 
night  was  dark  and  cloudy,  with  alight  rain  falling,  and  the  opinion  of 
all  was  that  she  could  not  have  been  seen  over  half  a  mile,  and  not  over 
300  yards  when  covered  with  so  dark  a  background  of  hills.  The  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  were  kept  at  quarters  during  the  night,  and  all  seemed  as 
zealous  as  possible,  but  from  the  width  of  the  bay  and  the  darkness  of 
the  night  our  efforts  were  fruitless.  The  enemy  escaped,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  our  vigilance. 

In  the  morning,  as  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  discover  that  the 
Alabama  had  left  her  anchorage,  I  sent  Lieutenant-Commander  Chand¬ 
ler  on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  captain  of  the  Hampden,  who  told 
him  he  had  information  from  a  source  which  he  considered  perfectly  relia¬ 
ble  that  the  Alabama  had  not  passed  out  of  the  harbor,  but  was  secreted 
in  the  upper  bay.  I  also  received  a  communication  from  the  shore  of 
a  similar  purport,  and  thinking  that  there  might  be  something  in  the 
report  I  sent  Acting  Master  Coop  in  charge  of  a  party  to  examine  all 
parts  of  the  bay,  but  the  rebel  steamer  was  not  to  be  found. 

I  learn  that  the  battery  of  the  Alabama  consists  of  six  32-pounders, 
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one  100-pounder  rifle,  and  one  OS  5  the  two  latter  are  pivots.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  an  English  bark,  loaded  with  coal  and  four  32-pounders, 
sailed  from  here  the  day  before  I  arrived  to  meet  the  Alabama  at  some 
convenient  place  and  there  transfer  her  cargo.  Having  but  a  supply 
of  five  days’  coal  on  board,  I  shall  continue  the  search  on  my  way  to 
St.  Thomas,  looking  in  at  the  different  points  where  it  is  probable  that 
the  rebel  or  coal  ship  might  be  found. 

For  the  correctness  of  the  facts  in  this  communication  I  refer  to  the 
accompanying  documents. 

In  conclusion,  I  need  hardly  add  that  my  regret  for  this  occurrence 
is  deep  and  sincere,  but  feeling  that  I  have  done  all  that  I  could  with 
the  means  at  my  disposal,  would  respectfully  request  a  court  of  enquiry 
to  investigate  the  whole  affair. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 


P.  s. — I  could  And  out  nothing  of  the  future  movements  of  the  Ala¬ 
bama. 


[Enclosures.] 


[Translation.] 

Government  of  Martinique, 

Office  of  the  Governor,  No.  432 , 

Fort  de  France,  November  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  this  morning  the  United  States  ship  under  your  com¬ 
mand  has  been  in  the  waters  of  France,  having  the  appearance  of 
blockading  one  of  the  ports  of  the  colony  which  I  govern.  This  position 
is  one  which  I  can  not  permit,  sir,  especially  as,  in  obedience  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Emperor,  I  am  disposed  to  grant  to  the  vessels  of 
the  Union  the  same  facilities  and  impartiality  as  to  vessels  of  the 
States  which  pretend  to  form  a  separate  confederacy. 

I  have  therefore  the  honor,  sir,  to  invite  you  to  anchor  in  the  roads 
of  the  Fort  de  France,  provided  you  submit  to  all  the  consequences  of 
thus  anchoring — that  is  to  say,  to  the  obligation  of  not  getting  under¬ 
way  until  twenty-four  hours  after  the  Alabama,  should  she  leave  before 
you,  as  the  latter  could  not  leave  until  twenty-four  hours  after  you, 
should  you  go  to  sea  before  her.  But  should  you  not  accede  to  this 
arrangement,  I  can  but  request  you  to  leave  the  waters  of  France  with¬ 
out  delay  and  keep  at  a  distance  of  3  miles  outside  of  the  point  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  the  bay. 

Receive,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  esteem. 

I)e  Maussion  de  Cande, 

The  Bear -Admiral,  Governor  of  Martinique. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Fort  Royal,  Island  of  Martinique,  November  20,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  19th  instant,  aud  it  is  my  desire  to  comply  with  the  regu¬ 
lations  alluded  to  in  that  letter. 

With  highest  considerations,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Honorable  Admiral,  Commander . 

Governor  of  the  Island  of  Martinique. 
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Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America  at  Martinique, 

St.  Pierre ,  November  19,  1862. 

Sir:  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  tlie  arrival  here  last 
night  of  the  following  persons,  lately  prisoners  on  board  the  rebel 
steamer  Alabama,  and  landed  by  her  yesterday  morning:  George  H. 
Fairfield,  late  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Mauritius,  and  family;  Captain  Lincoln, 
ship  T.  B.  Wales,  and  family;  Captain  Mellon,  ship  Levi  Starbuch,  and 
43  seamen,  being  the  crews  of  the  said  ships.  I  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  sending  the  seamen  to  St.  Thomas,  as  there  are  no  American 
vessels  here,  nor  none  expected. 

Captain  Mellen  has  offered  to  be  the  bearer  of  this,  and  if  he  is 
allowed  to  go  on  board  your  vessel  will  be  able  to  give  you  full  partic¬ 
ulars  of  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Campbell, 

77.  S.  Acting  Consul. 

Commanding  Officer  of  the 

IT.  S.  Steam  Frigate  San  Jacinto, 

Fort  de  France. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Baker,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  relative  to  the  escape 
of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  {290),  November  19,  1862. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Fort  Royal  Bay,  November  19  [20],  1862. 

Sir:  According  to  your  order,  I  left  the  ship  with  the  Dolphin 
at  6:30  p.  m.  and  proceeded  toward  Fort  Royal  to  watch  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  rebel  steamer  290,  or  Alabama.  The  night  was  dark  and 
thick,  with  a  light  rain.  As  near  as  I  could  judge  I  lost  sight  of  the 
San  Jacinto  before  I  had  pulled  a  half  mile.  She  was  out  to  seaward 
of  me  on  shore.  I  could  not  see  a  vessel  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  between 
me  and  the  land.  I  pulled  in  shore  about  L  mile  from  Point  des 
Negres  [Negro  Point]  light  house  until  I  got  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  shore,  and  pulled  up  for  Point  des  Ndgres  [Negro  Point]  and 
then  hove  up. 

There  was  a  boat  went  by  me,  and  I  took  it  to  be  the  captain  of  the 
American  brig  Hampden.  After  he  got  by  me  I  pulled  ahead  around  the 
light-house,  and  then  I  heard  the  8  o’clock  gun  fire.  At  8:20  p.  m.  I 
saw  two  rockets  go  up  to  the  southward;  not  knowing  the  meaning,  I 
concluded  they  were  sent  up  by  some  one  living  on  shore. 

I  was  in  sight  of  the  French  man-of-war  and  went  up  close  enough 
to  hear  them  talk,  and  pulled  around  the  harbor  to  find  the  Alabama, 
but  could  not  see  her.  I  went  close  to  the  French  man-of-war  and 
anchored  my  boat.  I  had  a  good  view  of  the  harbor,  if  any  vessel  made 
any  move  to  go  out  throughout  the  night.  There  was  no  vessel  made 
a  move  to  go  out. 

At  4:30  a.  m.  I  started  out  of  the  bay  to  find  the  San  Jacinto. 

At  6:45  a.  m.  I  returned  on  board. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Baker, 

Acting  Master ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  William  Ronckendorff, 

TJ.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto. 


552  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - UNION. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  San 
Jacinto,  relative  to  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Fort  Royal ,  Martinique ,  November  20,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  left  the  ship  this  morning  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  American  brig  Hampden ,  lying  at  anchor  about  a 
cable  length  from  the  fort. 

On  approaching  her  I  was  hailed  from  a  boat  near  her  (apparently  a 
man-of-war  boat),  and  told  that  I  could  not  go  on  board  the  brig  without 
first  going  to  the  guard  steamer  near  by.  I  went  on  shore  and  there 
met  the  captain  of  the  brig.  I  asked  him  about  the  Alabama ,  and  he 
told  me  she  was  still  inside  of  the  headlands;  and  also  that  he  had  a 
man,  in  whom  he  placed  reliance,  on  the  lookout  for  her,  who  told  him 
that  she  went  out  as  far  as  the  white  buoy,  and  then  turned  into  the 
inlet  or  harbor  to  the  right  and  had  anchored  behind  a  high  point.  I 
asked  him  if  be  believed  implicitly  what  had  been  told  him,  and  his 
reply  was,  “I  believe  it  as  sincerely  as  anything  I  was  ever  told  with¬ 
out  seeing  Ayith  my  own  eyes.” 

From  what  I  saw  of  the  captain  of  the  Hampden ,  I  think  him  a  good 
Union  man  and  one  who  ha's  the  utmost  regard  for  truth.  Last  night 
I  furnished  him  with  four  rockets  from  this  ship,  with  written  instruc¬ 
tions  how  to  throw  them  in  case  the  Alabama  got  underway.  The 
instructions  were  these:  If  she  goes  to  the  southward,  throw  a  rocket 
to  the  southward.  If  she  goes  to  the  northward,  throw  a  rocket  to  the 
northward;  and  follow  her  with  your  boat,  making  signals  with  a  light. 
He  told  me  that  about  twenty  minutes  before  he  got  to  his  vessel,  the 
Alabama  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  southward,  and  that  as  soon 
as  lie  got  on  board  he  threw  three  rockets  in  that  direction. 

He  further  stated  that  a  boat  came  from  the  guard  ship,  hoisted  his 
boat  up  and  landed  him  on  shore,  with  orders  to  hold  no  communication 
with  his  vessel,  and  that  the  officer  spoke  of  fining  him  for  throwing  up 
the  rockets. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Executive  Officer ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  Wm.  Rockendorff,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Coop,  U.  S.  Navy,  V.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  relative  to  the  escape 

of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto, 

November  21,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  left  the  ship  in  the  Dolphin  at  8 : 20 
p.  in.  on  the  night  of  the  20th  to  examine  Fort  Royal  Bay  and  ascer¬ 
tain  if  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  was  there.  I  proceeded  up  the  bay, 
remained  there  until  daylight,  pulled  around  Gros  Island,  took  a  thor¬ 
ough  look  all  round  the  bay,  and  started  for  the  ship  from  the  last- 
named  island  at  5:25  a.  m.,  being  positive  that  the  rebel  steamer 
Alabama  was  not  there,  or  any  other  vessel. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  J.  Coop, 

Acting  Master,  JJ.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto. 

Commander  William  Ronckendorff. 
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Second  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer,  U.  S. 

S.  San  Jacinto,  relative  to  the  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  {290). 

U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto, 

At  Sea,  November  23,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  I  went  on  shore  on  the  20tli  instant? 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Bragg,  of  this  ship,  and  called  upon  the  governor 
of  the  island  of  Martinique.  I  informed  him  yon  were  not  well  and 
had  desired  me  to  present  your  compliments  to  him  and  your  regrets  at 
not  being  able  to  pay  your  respects  in  person.  1  told  him  if  the  Ala¬ 
bama  had  left  the  waters  of  Fort  Royal  you  would,  if  you  had  time, 
come  in  and  exchange  the  usual  salutes  and  civilities.  I  handed  him 
your  reply  to  his  communication,  and  told  him  you  had  endeavored  to 
comply  with  all  its  terms  as  strictly  as  possible.  That  the  ship  might 
at  some  time  have  been  within  less  than  3  miles  of  the  shore,  but  not 
to  your  knowledge. 

The  conversation  was  carried  on  through  an  interpreter  and  the  gov¬ 
ernor  replied  that  he  was  sorry  you  were  ill;  that  the  Alabama  had 
sailed,  he  did  not  know  where,  and  that  he  had  no  fault  to  find  about 
the  San  Jacinto  coming  too  near  the  shore.  He  also  said,  “  Tell  your 
captain  that  he  has  free  permission  to  come  to  anchor,  communicate  as 
much  as  he  desires  with  the  shore,  and  leave  whenever  he  is  ready.” 
Also,  that  if  you  are  in  want  of  anything  he  would  be  happy  to  supply 
those  wants.  I  thanked  him  in  your  behalf,  and  the  interview  ended. 

As  you  informed  me  you  had  no  chart  of  Fort  Koyal  or  any  of  the 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  requested  me  to  buy  some  if  I  had  an 
opportunity,  I  went  in  search  of  them.  I  could  find  only  a  French 
chart  of  Fort  Royal  Harbor,  which  I  bought  and  handed  to  you  when 
I  came  on  board. 

On  passing  the  American  brig  Hampden  on  my  return,  the  captain 
was  on  deck  and  I  spoke  to  him;  he  told  me  he  was  to  be  confined  on 
board  the  guard  ship  that  night.  Several  of  the  natives  of  the  island 
informed  me  while  I  was  on  shore  that  the  Alabama  was  still  inside 
the  headland  in  the  upper  bay,  with  her  topmasts  down  to  prevent 
being  seen. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto. 


Report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Keene,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  relative  to  the 

escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  {290). 

Sloop  of  War  San  Jacinto, 

November  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  herewith  make  a  report  of  my 
boat  expedition  to  watch  the  pirate  Alabama,  while  she  was  being 
blockaded  in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  Martinique,  by  this  ship.  On  the 
night  of  the  19tli  of  this  month  I  left  the  ship’s  side  I  should  judge  at 
about  half  past  G  o’clock,  and  proceeded  to  the  south  side  of  the  bay, 
according  to  orders,  with  a  blue  light  as  a  signal.  I  lost  sight  of  the 
ship  in  ten  minutes  after  leaving  the  side,  as  it  was  very  dark  and 
cloudy  and  she  was  shut  in  by  the  land;  it  was  raining  a  little  at  the 
time. 
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I  arrived  over  to  tlie  south  side  of  the  bay  to  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  the  land,  and  got  soundings  in  15  fathoms  water.  At  this  time 
I  saw  three  rockets  bred  from  where  I  judged  the  Alabama  to  lay,  and 
to  the  southward.  I  pulled  up  the  lead  and  watched,  and  went  up 
toward  where  she  lay,  but  saw  nothing  of  her.  I  then  got  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  where  the  land  was  lowest,  so  that  I  could  see  her  in  case  she  went 
betweenme  and  the  shore,  and  lay  there  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  went 
toward  where  I  judged  her  to  lie,  but  could  not  see  anything  of  her. 
Previous  to  this  and  soon  alter  the  rockets  were  fired,  I  saw  a  light  out¬ 
side  of  where  I  lay,  which  I  judged  must  have  lieen  one  of  her  signals, 
as  it  went  out  of  sight  two  or  three  times.  I  heard  some  voices  on  the 
water  and  thought  it  was  her  boat,  but  when  she  came  close  to,  I  found 
that  it  was  a  shore  boat,  although  she  might  have  been  the  one  that 
gave  the  signals.  I  lay  off  and  on  until  morning,  but  saw  nothing. 

Just  before  daylight  I  started  for  the  ship,  as  1  did  not  want  to  stop 
and  be  seen  by  the  Alabama  in  case  she  was  there  by  daylight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Keene, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

[Commander  Wm.  Bonckendorff, 

U.  S.  Sloop  San  Jacinto.] 


Abstract  of  log  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto,  Commander  William  Ronckendorff,  November  19,  20, 

1862. 

November  19. — At  5:30  a.  m.  made  Port  Eoyal  Bay  [Fort  Koyal,  Mar¬ 
tinique],  entered  the  harbor,  and  discovered  a  steamer  at  anchor  near 
the  fort  answering  to  the  description  of  the  Alabama.  At  8  a.  m.  the 
steamer  at  anchor  hoisted  the  rebel  flag,  called  all  hands  to  quarters, 
cleared  away  the  battery,  and  made  every  preparation  for  an  attack. 
From  9  to  meridian,  lying  off  and  on  watching  the  movements  of  the 
rebel  steamer,  which  still  kept  her  anchor  down.  At  1:20  p.  m.  the 
port  physician  came  alongside  and  gave  the  ship  pratique.  A  French 
naval  officer  came  on  board  from  the  governor  to  the  captaiu.  From 
4  to  6  p.  in.,  standing  off  and  on  watching  the  movements  of  the  Ala¬ 
bama.  At  6  the  captain  of  the  American  bark  Hampden ,  accompanied 
by  a  whaling  captain  (whose  ship  he  reported  to  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  Alabama ),  came  on  board.  Gave  the  captain  of  the  Hampden 
four  rockets,  with  instructions  how  to  use  them  in  case  the  Alabama 
got  underway.  At  6:30  dispatched  the  Dolphin ,  under  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Master  Baker,  and  the  dingliey  under  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Keene,  one  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the  south  shore  of  the 
bay,  to  signalize  to  the  ship  if  the  Alabama  attempted  to  pass  out. 
Called  the  men  to  quarters  and  ordered  them  to  put  on  their  side  arms 
for  the  night  and  sleep  on  deck  near  their  guns.  At  8:20  three  rockets 
were  sent  up  on  shore  to  the  southward.  Manned  the  battery  and 
stood  toward  the  south  shore  under  full  steam.  Weather  overcast  and 
drizzling  rain  at  intervals.  At  12,  the  ship  near  the  south  shore  and 
nothing  in  sight. 

November  20. — At  daylight  could  not  see  the  Alabama  in  any  part  of 
the  harbor.  At  6:30  a.  m.  the  Dolphin  and  dingliey  returned.  At  7 
Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler  went  on  shore  to  communicate  with 
Captain  Kickerson,  of  the  brig  Hampden ,  the  ship  lying  in  the  middle 
of  the  channel.  At  8:20  Acting  Master  Coop  left  the  ship  in  the 
Dolphin  on  a  reconnoissance  up  the  bay. 
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Report  of  Commander  Stevens ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Sonoma ,  transmitting  statement  of  vessels  boarded  and  spoken  during 
cruise. 

U.  S.  S.  Sonoma, 

Off  Stirrup  Cays,  November  23,  1862. 
Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  statement  of  the  vessels  boarded  and 
spoken  by  me  since  separating  from  the  flagship  off  Havana. 

i  cruising  ground  has  extended  from  the  Berninis  and  Memory 
Bock  on  the  west  to  Eleuthera  on  the  east,  Man  of  War  Cay  on  the 
north,  and  New  Providence  on  the  south.  In  company  with  the  Octo- 
rara  this  vessel  crossed  the  Little  Bahama  Bank,  entering  upon  it  at 
Memory  Bock  and  leaving  the  Banks  at  the  Elbow  through  Man  of 
War  Channel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commander. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  coyisul  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  of 
condition  of  affairs  at  that  port ,  including  list  of  vessels  with  contra¬ 
band  cargoes. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

November  23,  1862. 

Sir:  *  *  *  On  your  first  appearance  off  this  port  I  got  a  small 
schooner  and  went  outside  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you,  but 
night  had  closed  in,  and  by  the  time  I  crossed  the  bar  both  ships  were 
standing  offshore.  I  chased  you  for  an  hour,  but  as  I  did  not  seem  to 
gain  on  you,  and  as  the  night  was  threatening,  with  an  ugly  sea  run¬ 
ning,  I  at  length  returned  to  port. 

When  your  ships  hove  in  sight  on  the  20th  instant  I  was  in  bed,  suf¬ 
fering  from  a  severe  attack  of  inflammatory  rheumatism  and  lumbago, 
the  first  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  had,  after  twenty-seven  years  of  sailor 
hardships  and  exposures.  I  attribute  it  to  my  exposures  in  the  Polar 
ice  fields  in  1855. 

While  your  vessels  were  still  in  sight,  standing  to  the  eastward,  Cap¬ 
tain  Malcolm,  of  H.  M.  S.  Barracouta ,  came  to  my  rooms,  and  in  a  very 
excited  state  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  liis  boat  off  to  the  admiral’s 
ship  with  the  usual  courtesies,  and  that  the  flagship  had  not  deigned 
to  communicate  with  the  officer  in  the  boat,  nor  had  she  even  slackened 
her  speed  as  the  latter  approached.  Captain  Malcolm  also  said  that 
the  pilot  who  had  gone  alongside  of  the  flagship  had  told  him  that  when 
he  told  the  admiral  “that  he  could  not  anchor  at  or  off  this  port  with¬ 
out  first  obtaining  the  governor’s  permission  to  do  so,”  the  admiral 
or  executive  officer  had  replied,  “that  he  should  anchor  if  he  saw  fit  to 
do  so  without  any  reference  to  the  governor’s  wishes  or  prohibitions.” 

Captain  Malcolm  then  said  that  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  call 
upon  me  and  let  me  know  “  that  if  either  of  the  American  cruisers 
should  anchor  off  this  port,  before  obtaining  the  governor’s  consent,  he 
should  fire  upon  them  at  once,  and  that  he  had  put  his  ship  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  action  before  he  left  her  to  come  on  shore.” 
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I  suggested  to  Captain  Malcolm  that  a  drunken  Bahama  pilot’s  dic¬ 
tum  was  not  the  best  authority,  and  could  hardly  be  taken  as  sufficient 
grounds  for  proceeding  to  extremities.  He  seemed  to  agree  with  me 
in  this  respect,  and  after  expressing  his  high  displeasure  at  the  whole 
proceeding  of  the  United  States  cruisers  then  oft  the  port,  he  took  his 
leave.  Great  excitement  was  manifested  throughout  the  town,  and 
many  “ canards”  were  in  circulation,  one  to  the  effect  “that  Admiral 

Wilkes  had  sent  word  to  the  governor  to - .”  The  governor  has 

had  no  official  correspondence  with  me  on  the  subject,  and  he,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  the  Bahama  officials,  has  treated  me  in  the  most  uncour- 
teous  manner  for  many  months  past,  so  that  I  have  paid  no  visits  to 
government  house,  save  those  which  occasion  demanded. 

The  governor’s  treatment  of  my  old  friend  Captain  McKinstry,  in  the 
Dacotah ,  was  uucourteous  and  unfriendly  in  the  extreme. 

The  day  after  you  left  this  locality  the  steamers  Leopard  and  Anton- 
ica ,  formerly  the  Herald ,  arrived  at  this  port  direct  from  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  with  1,000  bales  of  cotton  and  a  number  of  passengers  from 
Dixie.  The  Leopard  came  in  from  the  westward  and  the  Antonica 
from  the  eastward.  The  Herald  has  probably  been  sold  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  of  America,  as  with  her  name  she  lias  changed  her  Hag, 
and  now  flies  the  miserable  rag  of  the  rebels  at  her  peak.  These 
steamers  will  doubtless  soon  leave  to  run  the  blockade  again.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  the  blockade  runners  hug  the  Eleutliera 
shore,  stretching  oft' well  to  the  eastward  until  they  run  their  latitude 
up,  when  they  haul  in  for  the  coast  and  watch  their  opportunity  to 
effect  an  entrance. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  now  here,  laden  with  contraband 
cargoes  and  intending  to  land  them,  if  possible,  in  “Secessia,”  viz: 

Ho.  1.  Atlantic.  Brigantine;  black,  with  narrow  white  ribbon  around 
the  bends ;  cook  and  cabin  houses  freshly  painted  a  bright  green ;  short, 
clump  of  a  vessel;  dull  sailer. 

Ho.  2.  Leopard.  Long,  low  steamer;  side-wheel;  single  pipe;  schooner 
rigged;  masts  and  pipe  very  raking;  painted  lead  color. 

Ho.  3.  Herald ,  or  Antonica.  Much  the  same  description  as  the 
Leopard ;  no  bowsprit,  very  short  mainmast. 

Ho.  4.  Mariner.  A  Wilmington  tug-boat,  with  dilapidated  engine;  is 
to  leave  about  Christmas  for  some  Southern  port. 

Ho.  5.  Bonita.  Iron  propeller;  black,  white  ring  arcund  smoke  pipe. 
6  feet  from  the  top;  barkentine  rig;  very  fast;  is  probably  loading 
with  cotton  for  Europe. 

I  have  granted  several  licenses  to  small  vessels  to  take  salt  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  H.  C.,  lately,  but  I  shall  not  issue  any  more  after  this  date. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  instant  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sonoma  came  off 
the  port  and  Captain  Stevens  sent  his  pilot,  Anthony  Sweeting,  on 
shore  with  a  communication  to  me  at  12  o’clock  midnight.  I  sent  liim 
full  information  of  matters  here,  and  informed  him  that  the  steamer 
Kate  had  left  this  port  on  Friday,  the  14th  Hovember.  on  her  forty  - 
fourth  successful  trip  to  Dixie.  Her  former  captain,  Lockwood,  has 
gone  to  Canada,  it  is  said,  to  purchase  a  fast  steamer  for  the  blockade 
business,  having  reaped  a  large  fortune  during  the  past  year.  I  was 
informed  by  a  friendly  Conch  that  she  was  at  Harbor  Island  that  even¬ 
ing,  and  I  sent  the  information  to  Captain  Stevens. 

I  have  sent  by  Captain  Loroda  several  more  Bahama  pilots  to  you, 
with  dispatches  containing  full  advices  of  all  the  news  here,  and  the 
rebel  movements;  also  duplicates  “to  any  commanders  of  the  United 
States  cruisers  of  the  West  India  or  Gulf  Squadron.” 
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I  trust  you  will  make  known  to  the  Department  that  I  have  cordially 
cooperated  with  you,  in  trying  to  balk  the  unholy  schemes  of  the  rebels 
and  their  Bahama  sympathizers.  I  send  you  copies  of  the  local  papers, 
containing  strictures  upon  you,  which  can  not  fail  to  amuse  you. 

You  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  you  are  not  a  favorite  among 
the  English  or  the  Conehs,  but  for  every  word  of  denunciation  they 
pronounce  your  country’s  history  will  make  amends  by  crowning  your 
name  with  glory  and  well-deserved  renown. 

You  will  notice  in  the  Herald  of  the  22d,  enclosed,  a  proclamation 
forbidding  any  British  subject  to  engage  on  board  the  war  vessels  of 
belligerents,  and  it  may  be  advisable  to  engage  your  pilots  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  evade  this  document. 

Charleston  itself  is  not  more  entirely  secession  than  Nassau,  and  I 
have  had  a  most  unpleasant  billet  as  United  States  consul  here.  I 
hope  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you  ere  long,  and  you  may 
depend  upon  my  active  and  hearty  cooperation  in  everything  that  will 
tend  to  the  glory  of  our  beloved  country  and  the  speedy  downfall  of 
this  hellish  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Whiting, 

77.  S.  Consul. 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. \ 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West 

India  Squadron,  of  the  cruise  of  the  fag  steamer  Wachusett ,  from 

November  12  to  24 ,  1862 . 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 
Stirrup  Cays ,  November  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  with  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba  in  company.  The  Wachusett  left  Havana  on  the  12th  instant 
and  proceeded  to  Sagua  la  Grande,  off'  which  place  we  fell  in  with  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  just  From  Key  West ,  where  I  had  dispatched  her, 
as  I  informed  you,  for  supplies  of  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  vessels  of  the 
squadron. 

Off  Sagua  la  Grande  I  expected  to  have  fallen  in  with  the  Tioga, 
which  had  been  sent  to  cruise  there  from  Turtle  Harbor,  under  my 
orders  of  the  28th  October.  The  Wachusett  and  Santiago  de  Cuba 
cruised  between  Sagua  la  Grande  and  the  Paredon  Grande  light  house, 
anchored  in  at  Cay  Frances,  and  had  communication  with  our  consul 
there,  Mr.  Stone.  There  were  three  American  vessels  lying  at  Cay 
Frances,  one  of  them  the  bark  Betsey  Williams,  for  which  vessel  I 
had  acceded  to  our  consul-general’s  request  to  furnish  an  officer  to  take 
her  to  the  United  States.  Acting  Master  Bunce  was  ordered.  He 
joined  the  vessel  at  this  place,  but  the  day  before  he  was  to  have  sailed 
he  died  suddenly,  it  was  reported  of  fever,  but  it  has  since  transpired 
that  he  was  poisoned  by  the  mate  and  steward,  who  were  then  under¬ 
going  an  examination  before  the  consul,  the  steward  having  turned 
state’s  evidence  against  the  mate.  My  duties  did  not  permit  me  to 
detain  the  vessel,  intending  in  a  few  days  to  revisit  the  place  and  make 
more  particular  inquiries,  and,  if  safe,  order  a  post-mortem  examma- 

Nothing  was  seen  of  the  Tioga ,  or  heard  from  her,  and  I  concluded 
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to  pass  tlie  whole  length  of  the  Grand  [Great]  Bank,  from  nearly  oppo¬ 
site  the  east  point  of  Cay  Sal  to  the  bottom  of  the  tongue  of  the 
ocean  with  the  Santiago  de  Chiba  in  company,  and  to  pass  into  it 
between  the  many  sand  bars  which  make  there.  This  we  did  after 
being  on  the  bank  two  nights  and  a  day.  Thence  we  passed  over  this 
sheet  of  water  to  its  north  side,  where  is  situated  Green  Cay,  where  the 
Oreto  was  fitted  out.  This  cay  lies  immediately  on  the  tongue  of  the 
ocean,  about  CO  miles  south  of  Nassau.  No  signs  of  vessels  or  prepar¬ 
ations  for  the  supplying  of  vessels  were  found  there.  The  next  day  we 
sailed  for  Nassau,  looked  in  oft'  the  light  house,  and  proceeded  to  this 
anchorage,  where  we  were  joined  by  the  Sonoma,  and  found  here  also 
our  coal  vessel,  the  Urana ,  from  Bermuda,  out  of  which  wTe  have  filled 
up.  The  Tioga ,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Clary,  left  here  the 
day  before  our  arrival,  to  be  absent  sixty  hours,  and  is  momentarily 
expected  to  join.  The  Octorara  went  to  Key  West  for  provisions  on 
the  18th  and  will  speedily  return  to  her  station  at  this  point.  The 
Octorara  has  made  one  capture,  the  Elias  Reed,  of  St.  Marys,  Ga.  I 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  Commander  Collins’  letter*  to  me  in  reference  to 
her. 

Our  stay  here  will  be  very  short,  when  the  vessels  will  again  resume 
the  stations  I  have  asssigned  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
West  India  Squadron,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  the  urgent 
necessity  of  an  increased  force  under  his  command. 

Flag-  Steamer  W  achusett, 
Stirrup  Cay ,  November  25, 1862. 

Sir:  To  effectually  carry  out  the  wishes  and  intention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  region  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  force  under  my 
command  should  be  increased.  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  my  previous  letters  on  this  subject. 
I  have  only  five  vessels  at  my  disposal,  and  these  are  very  short-handed. 
I  therefore  urge  upon  the  Department  to  send  me  at  least  100  men  and, 
if  possible,  the  number  of  vessels  I  have  asked,  so  that  every  point  of 
ingress  and  egress  to  Nassau  and  other  Confederate  rendezvous  may  be 
guarded.  I  am  sadly  in  need  of  junior  officers.  I  have  just  been  obliged 
to  transfer  two  from  this  ship  to  the  Sonoma..  She  has  but  two  watch 
officers  left.  The  first  lieutenant  and  an  acting  master  are  broken  down, 
and  when  a  survey  can  be  held  upon  them  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  sent 
home. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


*  See  p.  533. 
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Report  of  Commander  RoncJcendorff ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  8. 

San  Jacinto ,  of  continued  cruise  in  search  of  C.  8.  S.  Alabama 

(290). 

U.  S.  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Island  of  St.  Thomas ,  November  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  here  last  night,  after  hav¬ 
ing  run  close  along  the  western  shore  of  the  island  of  Dominique 
[Dominica],  looking  in  at  the  different  anchorages.  When  off  Guade¬ 
loupe  I  spoke  the  schooner  Alice ,  of  New  York,  and  informed  him  that 
the  Alabama  had  escaped  me  at  Fort  Boyal,  Martinique.  Sent  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Chandler  on  shore  at  Pointe  a  Pitre  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  our  consul,  then  looked  in  off'  Plymouth,  island  of  Montserrat. 
Came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Basse  Terre,  island  of  St.  Christopher, 
and  communicated  with  our  consul.  Sighted  the  roadstead  of  St.  Eus- 
tatius.  Sent  Acting  Master  Coop  on  shore  at  the  town  of  Gustavia, 
island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  to  communicate  with  our  commercial  agent. 

Spoke  the  ship  France ,  of  New  York,  off  St.  Martin,  and  informed  him 
of  the  Alabama’s  escaping  me  at  Fort  Boyal,  island  of  Martinique. 
Came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Philipsburg,  island  of  St.  Martin,  and 
communicated  with  our  consul  there;  from  thence  to  this  place. 

The  original  report  of  the  escape  of  the  Alabama  I  forwarded  to  you 
through  the  American  consul,  Emile  S.  Delisle,  at  Basse  Terre,  island 
of  St.  Christopher,  by  the  schooner  Eclipse ,  under  the  Swedish  flag, 
to  sail  on  the  25tli  instant  direct  for  New  York. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  from  Acting  Consul 
John  Campbell.  I  would  observe  I  did  not  see  this  person  during  my 
stay  at  Fort  Boyal.  Previous  to  leaving  I  learned  from  ex-Consul  Fair- 
field  that  the  A  labama  had  circles  forward  and  aft  for  bow  and  stern 
chasers  of  a  large  caliber.  I  shall  proceed  to  coal  ship  as  expedi¬ 
tiously  as  possible,  and  be  ready  to  leave  as  soon  as  the  engines  are  in 
order.  Chief  Engineer  Kellogg  states  that  he  will  require  three  and  a 
half  days  to  complete  the  necessary  repairs. 

The  bark  spokeu  of  in  my  report  of  the  21st  instant  is  the  Agrippina, 
Captain  McGlinchy  [McQueen?].  There  appears  to  be  some  doubt 
about  the  captain’s  name,  but  none  as  to  the  bark.  This  person  was 
recognized  on  board  the  Alabama  as  an  old  friend  by  all  hands. 

I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  Admiral  Wilkes,  through  our  consul 
here,  a  letter  advising  him  of  the  Alabama’s  having  been  in  these 
waters. 

I  beg  to  urge  on  the  Department  the  necessity  of  having  two  vessels 
to  cruise  together,  acting  in  concert. 

I  shall  continue  to  cruise  in  search  of  the  Alabama,  and  return  here 
at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  or  twenty  days;  and  if  not  successful,  and 
receive  no  other  instructions  from  Admiral  Lee  or  the  Department,  I  will 
return  to  Fortress  Monroe,  looking  at  other  points  on  my  way,  and 
communicating  with  our  consul  at  Havana.  This  seems  to  me  to 
comply  with  the  instructions  I  received. 

The  paymaster  of  this  ship  has  great  difficulty  in  negotiating  for  the 
payment  of  the  coal;  indeed,  he  could  not  effect  a  purchase  on  any 
other  terms  than  drawing  on  the  Navy  Department,  payable  in  gold, 
and  then  at  a  discount  of  10  per  cent. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bonckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1>.  C. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  Acting  Master  Hays ,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  U.  S.  ship  National  Guard ,  to  proceed  to  Turtle  Harbor , 

Florida,  with  coal  for  the  West  India  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  November  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  As  soon  as  the  IT.  S.  ship  National  Guard  is  ready  for  sea,  pro¬ 
ceed  with  her  with  all  practicable  dispatch  to  Turtle  Harbor,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Carysfort  light,  where  she  will  remain  as  a  coal  depot 
until  further  orders.  Immediately  on  arriving  there,  or  by  the  first 
opportunity  offering,  report  by  letter  to  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Charles 
Wilkes,  commanding  the  West  India  Squadron,  and  whose  vessels  the 
coal  sent  to  that  point  is  designed  principally  to  supply. 

When  the  present  cargo  of  the  National  Guard  is  sufficiently  dis¬ 
charged,  transfer  to  her  the  coal  that  may  be  remaining  in  any  char¬ 
tered  vessel  at  Turtle  Harbor,  thus  avoiding  the  detention  of  vessels 
having  small  quantities  of  coal  on  board. 

Be  particular  to  fill  up  the  naval  vessels  arriving  for  a  supply,  from 
the  colliers,  so  that  parts  of  loads  may  not  remain,  or  more  than  can 
be  immediately  taken  on  board  the  National  Guard ,  which  must  be 
kept  full  in  this  way. 

Advise  the  Bureau  of  Equipment,  by  every  opportunity,  of  the 
arrival  of  the  colliers;  also  furnish  the  bureau  with  estimates  of  the 
quantity  of  coal  required  for  the  steamers  of  the  squadron,  and  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  quantity  the  Guard  can  contain  in  addition  to  that  which 
she  may  have  on  board. 

When  a  coal  vessel  arrives,  endorse  the  date  on  her  bill  of  lading, 
and  make  a  similar  endorsement  of  the  date  of  her  discharge,  stating 
the  quantity  of  coal  delivered  and  the  number  of  days,  if  any,  for  which 
demurrage  is  to  be  allowed.  Furnish  a  copy  of  this  certificate  to  the 
Bureau  of  Equipment. 

Transmit  a  copy  of  these  orders  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  Wi.  Lee  Hays,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  II.  S.  Ship  National  Guard,  New  York. 


Report  of  Commander  Clary ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioga , 

of  cruise  in  the  West  Indies. 

H.  S.  Gunboat  Tioga, 
Bahama  Banks ,  November  [£<S],  1862. 

Sir:  Since  assuming  the  command  (9th  instant)  of  this  gunboat 
have  made  the  following  cruises  and  visits :  Until  the  12th  remaining 
at  Great  Stirrup  Cay,  in  company  with  the  Octorara  and  Sonoma , 
anticipating  the  arrival  of  the  admiral.  The  Wachusett  not  appearing, 
the  several  gunboats  making  short  cruises  of  from  three  to  four  days, 
the  Tioga  going  down  to  Mackie  Shoal,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Berninis, 
lying  there  over  night,  then  east  across  to  Northwest  Cut,  off  and 
about  Chubb  Point  [Chub  Cay]  twenty-four  hours,  returning  to  Stirrup 
Cays  by  the  same  route;  passing  and  speaking  two  or  three  wreckers 
and  an  American  brig  bound  to  Matanzas. 

The  15th,  made  a  steamer;  ran  out  to  her.  She  proved  to  be  the 
British  Queen. 
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The  lGtli,  finding  we  liad  only  two  days’  rations  on  board  and  our 
boilers  straining  (the  forward  part  near  the  manhole  bulging  out  from 
one-half  to  five-eighths  inch),  determined  to  run  for  Key  West  at 
once  to  provision,  coal,  and  repair,  if  possible,  ascertaining  en  route 
that  the  engineers  could  strengthen  the  breaking  part  of  the  boilers. 
P.  m.  of  the  16th  overhauled  an  American  steamer  at  anchor  on  the 
Banks,  in  ballast,  repairing  boilers.  She  proved  to  be  the  propeller 
Hero ,  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Minatitlan,  Mexico;  would  touch  in  at 
Havana  for  coal.  Papers  all  regular;  the  owner  and  family  on  board 
as  passengers. 

Arrived  at  Key  West  the  ISth.  Heard  here  Admiral  Wilkes  was  at 
Havana  about  the  9th.  Coaled  and  got  provisions  aboard  in  twelve 
hours.  Left  Key  West  at  midnight  (18th)  for  Orange  Cay  and  the 
Banks,  up  to  Stirrup  Cays.  Passed  the  British  packet  Pacific ,  for 
Havana,  and  a  small  sloop.  Anchored  at  Stirrup  Cays  the  20th. 

Received  information  from  the  American  consul  at  Nassau  that 
induced  me  to  leave  at  once  for  the  northeast,  about  Abaco,  Egg  Island, 
down  Eleuthera,  to  Ship  Island  Pass.  Saw  no  sail  cruising  between 
Cat  Island  and  Ship  Channel.  The  25th,  chased  and  boarded  the  Eng¬ 
lish  brigantine  Georgina,  light  house  cruiser,  with  governor  on  board. 
Heard  that  the  Massachusetts  and  Santiago  de  Cuba  were  spoken  by  her 
four  days  previous  down  in  the  tongue  of  the  ocean.  Steered  across 
Providence  Banks  and  tongue  of  the  ocean;  made  a  schooner  here 
working  up  toward  Northwest  Cut.  Soon  as  lie  discovered  us  he  kept 
away  for  Lowe  Sound,  Andros  Island.  We  could  not  head  him  off  till 
he  was  too  near  the  island.  We  steamed  off  northeast,  apparently 
with  the  intention  of  running  around  Berry  Islands,  but  when  well  out 
of  sight  of  him  ran  in  northwest  for  Chubb  [Chub  Cayj  Point;  lay 
there  till  5  the  next  morning,  then  ran  down  W.  S.W.  to  make  the  vicinity 
of  Lowe  Sound  again,  thinking  the  schooner  might  have  come  out  to 
try  Northwest  Cut.  No  sail  in  sight;  stood  through  Northwest  Pass. 
When  well  on  the  Banks  spoke  a  wrecker  from  Berninis.  They  reported 
that  the  schooner  Clipper  (blockade  runner)  was  to  have  left  the  Banks 
that  morning.  Her  route  was  along  the  cays,  thence  across  from  Rid¬ 
ing  Rocks  to  Williams  Cay,  southeast  to  Andros  Island,  and  around 
south  up  to  Nassau,  as  she  was  unfit  to  run  across  the  Gulf  Channel. 
We  steamed  down  to  the  direct  route  (from  Riding  Rocks  to  Williams 
Cay),  lay  there  during  the  afternoon  and  night;  saw  nothing.  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  got  underway  for  Stirrup  Cays,  with  the  expectation  of  falling 
in  with  the  admiral. 

In  summing  up  this  week’s  cruises,  can  only  infer  we  have  been  mis¬ 
led  from  the  first;  that  neither  wreckers,  spongers,  or  fishermen,  white 
or  black,  can  be  depended  upon ;  that  I  have  doubt  even  of  the  pilots 
until  they  have  been  benefited  by  captures. 

The  American  consul  apprised  us  of  the  sailing  of  the  Kate ,  although 
she  had  been  in  Nassau  ten  or  twelve  days. 

1  heard  that  three  steamers  had  arrived  in  Nassau  since  the  21st, 
the  Herald ,  a  3-masted  English  steamer,  and  a  rebel  side- wheel;  the 
latter  I  suppose  to  be  the  Kate,  from  the  description,  possibly  returned, 
as  it  was  rumored  that  our  troops  were  about  to  attack  Wilmington  so 
long  ago  as  the  28th  ultimo. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 

Commander. 

Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  TJ.  8.  consul  at  Nassau,  Neic  Providence,  to  Acting  Rear- 

Admiral  Wilkes,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  giv¬ 
ing  information  regarding  movements  of  blockade  runners  at  that  port. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

November  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  there  are  at  present  in  this 
port  the  Anglo-Confederate  steamer  Leopard ,  lately  arrived  from 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  the  Confederate  steamer 
Antonica,  lately  the  Herald,  with  a  like  cargo,  from  the  same  port. 
This  cotton  has  been  transshipped  to  the  British  propeller  Bonita, 
which  sails  soon  for  neutral  England,  and  the  Leopard  and  Antonica 
are  now  taking  on  board  arms  and  stores  for  the  rebel  States,  though 
the  time  of  their  departure  is  not  known  to  me.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  their  present  plan  is  to  hug  the  Eleuthera  shore,  stand¬ 
ing  oft'  to  the  eastward  till  they  run  their  latitude  up,  and  then  to  watch 
a  chance  to  make  good  their  entrance. 

There  are  several  small  schooners  and  sloops  engaged  in  running 
small  stores  into  the  Southern  ports,  bringing  back  from  5  to  11  bales 
of  cotton,  or  a  few  barrels  of  turpentine. 

I  am  disposed  to  think  that  sail  vessels  are  now  trying  the  blockade¬ 
running  business  at  Matamoras,  Mexico,  as  several  large  schooners 
have  cleared  for  that  port  lately  and  others  are  preparing  to  do  so. 

A  quantity  of  cases  of  rifles  and  muskets  are  this  day  being  shipped 
on  board  the  Leopard,  and  I  presume  that  this  steamer  will  have  quick 
dispatch. 

J  heard  yesterday  that  the  steamer  Kate  had  been  captured,  which 
report  I  hope  is  true.  She  has  made  forty-four  successful  trips  to 
Secessia,  enriching  her  captain  and  owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

Same.  Whiting, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  or  any  TJ.  S.  Naval  Commander. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  of  return  to  Algeciras ,  Spain. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 
Algeciras,  Spain,  November  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  returned  to  this  place  on 
the  26th  November.  In  my  last  communication  I  informed  you  that  1 
should  go  to  Cadiz.  On  my  arrival  at  the  latter  place  I  received  orders 
from  Captain  Pickering  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  Western  Islands  and 
communicate  with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Fayal,  also  Captain  Craven  ot 
the  Tuscarora.  I  left  Cadiz  on  the  8th  November  and  arrived  at 
Fayal  on  the  14th.  I  imparted  the  information  conveyed  in  a  telegram 
from  the  U.  S.  minister  at  Lisbon  to  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar  (of 
which  I  enclosed  you  copies  before  I  left  Algeciras).  After  getting  in 
coal  and  other  •necessary  stores,  I  left  Fayal  November  17.  Outlie 
night  of  November  23  it  commenced  blowing  from  the  S.  W.  In  the 
course  of  three  or  four  hours  the  wind  veered  gradually  to  the  N.  W., 
Rom  which  quarter  it  blew  very  hard  for  two  days  and  nights,  raising 
a  tremendous  cross  sea.  I  hove  the  vessel  to,  under  her  fore  and  aft 
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sails  reefed,  with  just  turns  enough  of  the  propeller  to  keep  steerage 
way  on  her.  I  found  that  she  made  considerable  water,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  that  she  has  been  strained,  though  I  think  not  seriously  so. 
I  have  received  an  official  report  from  the  senior  engineer,  in  which  he 
states  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  make  certain  repairs  on 
the  engines  and  boilers  before  the  vessel  can  go  to  sea  again,  otherwise 
there  will  be  a  risk  of  rendering  them  entirely  unserviceable,  to  prevent 
which  I  have  directed  him  to  go  to  work  at  once,  putting  all  his  avail¬ 
able  force  on  them,  and  to  get  through  as  soon  as  possible. 

Since  my  return  to  this  place  I  have  learned  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at 
Gibraltar  that  a  quantity  of  powder  had  been  thrown  overboard  from 
the  Sumter,  aud  that  she  had  been  advertised  for  sale  in  an  English 
paper.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders*  received  from  Captain  Pickering. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  • 

S.  Vanderbilt ,  of  return  to  Wew  York  from  cruise  in  search  of  C.  S. 

S.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

Wew  York,  Wovember  30,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  here  of  this  ship.  In 
obedience  to  your  order  of  November  0  I  sailed  from  New  York  on  the 
10th  instant,  and  proceeded  to  the  eastward,  under  low  steam,  as  far 
as  longitude  55°  10'  W.,  latitude  43°  5'  N. ;  during  this  part  of  our 
cruise,  between  the  long  nights  and  foggy  days,  but  little  could  be 
seen.  I  then  ran  to  the  westward,  coming  out  of  the  stream  near 
George’s  Shoal,  and  when  nearly  up  with  Nantucket  stood  for  Ber¬ 
muda. 

I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  came  in  collision 
with  the  English  bark  Symmetry,  grain  loaded,  from  New  York,  bound 
to  Belfast,  carrying  away  his  head  booms  and  bowsprit;  we  assisted 
in  repairing  his  damages,  and,  as  his  vessel  remained  perfectly  tight, 
advised  him  to  continue  his  voyage;  however,  the  captain  announced 
his  intention  of  returning  to  the  United  States  (distant  300  miles)  to 
refit. 

At  the  time  of  the  collision,  we  were  passing  ahead  of  him,  intend¬ 
ing  to  board  him,  going,  say,  7  knots,  but  had  stopped  the  engine  some 
time  before  we  came  up  with  him,  but  still  had  good  headway  on. 
Seeing  the  danger  of  his  striking  us  with  his  head  booms,  I  hailed  him 
three  times  “to  luff;”  he,  however,  made  no  move  to  do  so  until  so 
close  aboard  of  us  it  was  too  late.  I  consider  the  master  of  the  bark 
completely  in  fault  for  the  accident;  the  damage  to  us  was  trifling. 

We  arrived  at  Bermuda  on  the  eve  of  the  21st,  and  sailed  again  next 
morning,  only  communicating  with  the  U.  S.  consul.  The  British 
adn  ival  (Milne)  had  arrived  the  day  previous  from  Halifax  in  the 
Wile,  91  [guns],  having  two  other  large  ships  in  company.  The  con¬ 
sul  could  give  us  no  information  of  the  290 ;  he  thought,  however,  if 
she  should  come  there  she  would  not  be  allowed  to  coal.  He  reports  a 
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better  state  of  feeling  existing  among  the  inhabitants  toward  the 
United  States;  he  also  expressed  himself  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  if 
it  should  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  this  ship  to  stop  for  coal  or 
supplies  at  Bermuda,  they  would  be  furnished,  my  stop  not  being 
considered  a  visit,  as  I  only  communicated  with  him. 

There  were  lying  in  the  port  three  English  steamers  (one  of  them 
with  arms)  intended  to  run  the  blockade,  but  owing  to  certain  law  pro¬ 
ceedings,  it  was  not  considered  likely  either  of  them  would  get  away 
for  some  time. 

Alter  leaving  Bermuda  we  spoke,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th 
instant,  the  American  bark  Revolution,  from  Boston  for  New  Orleans, 
who  reported  having  been  chased  the  afternoon  previous  in  latitude 
37°  30',  longitude  70°  15',  by  a  bark-rigged  screw  steamer,  burning  soft 
coal,  who  got  within  2  miles  of  them,  when  she  hauled  off,  it  blowing 
quite  heavily  at  the  time.  The  vessel  showed  no  colors  nor  did  she  fire 
at  the  Revolution. 

On  hearing  this  report  we  immediately  started  for  the  designated 
neighborhood,  under  increased  steam,  but  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
such  vessel  during  our  research  of  the  last  four  days. 

During  our  cruise  we  have  steamed  3,570  miles.  We  now  require 
about  800  tons  coal  to  fill  up,  when  we  shall  be  ready  for  such  further 
.service  as  the  Department  may  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  Baldwin, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  U.  8.  Navy., 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Boarding  of  the  Cornubia  and  Thistle,  November ,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Craven,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  of  the  boarding  of 
two  suspicious  vessels,  the  Cornubia  and  Thistle. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

.  Madeira,  December  1,  1862. 

Sir  :  Ihave  the  honorto  advise  youof  two  suspicious  steamers  recently 
boarded  by  this  vessel. 

The  Cornubia,  of  London,  boarded  on  the  night  of  the  [21st]  Novem¬ 
ber  off  Fayal,  was  in  ballast;  a  side- wheel  steamer  of  about  000  tons, 
schooner  rig,  with  short  bowsprit;  two  smoke  pipes,  one  standing  for¬ 
ward  of  the  other;  of  light  draft,  and  very  low  in  the  water. 

The  Thistle ,  of  Glasgow,  was  boarded  off  Funchal,  November  29;  is 
from  Liverpool  with  an  assorted  cargo  for  Nassau ;  no  goods  contraband 
of  war  on  board ;  is  an  iron-built  screw  steamer  of  400  tons;  schooner 
rigged,  with  light  foretopsail;  no  bowsprit;  stem  raking  and  without 
billet  head  or  scroll;  has  a  wale,  or  fender,  of  oak,  along  the  water 
line;  her  stern  elliptical;  smoke  pipe  remarkably  high ;  draft,  9  feet; 
vessel  said  to  be  good  for  15  knots. 

From  the  general  character  of  the  above  vessels  I  have  no  doubt 
they  may  attempt  running  the  blockade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

TT  ,  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Tuscarora,  to  forward  to  the  Department  further  information  regarding  the  boarding  of  the 
steamer  Thistle. 


Navy  Department,  February  18, 1863. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State,  enclosing  a  communication  from  the  British  minister 
at  Washington,  complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  the  merchant 
steamer  Thistle,  of  Glasgow,  was  visited  by  the  vessel  under  your  com¬ 
mand  on  the  29th  of  November  last.  It  is  stated  that  the  Tuscarora 
followed  the  Thistle  out  of  the  port  of  Madeira  to  a  distance  of  between  3 
and  4  miles  from  the  land,  fired  two  guns  at  her,  and  after  bringing  her 
to  and  searching  her  returned  to  the  port  she  had  just  left. 

Your  report  of  December  does  not  mention  these  circumstances.  If 
they  are  correctly  stated,  you  have,  perhaps  without  being  aware  of 
it,  furnished  ground  for  the  complaint  which  has  been  made.  It  is  not 
proper  to  make  a  convenience  in  any  manner  of  neutral  territory  for 
the  purpose  of  exercising  the  belligerent  right  of  search  or  capture.  A 
capture  of  a  neutral  vessel,  made  after  standing  off  and  on  a  neutral 
harbor  or  mouth  of  a  river,  or  lying  in  wait  within  it  for  the  purpose, 
although  actually  made  beyond  the  neutral  jurisdiction,  would  not  be 
recognized  as  valid,  and  the  right  of  search  can  not  properly  be  exercised 
when  it  is  known  previously  that,  whatever  the  event  of  the  search, 
the  capture  would  not  be  lawful. 

You  will  make  a  further  and  more  detailed  report  to  the  Department 
of  the  facts  in  this  case. 


am,  respectfully, 


Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Ship  Tuscarora, 

Care  of  U.  S.  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Further  report  of  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  of  the 

boarding  of  the  Steamer  Thistle,  transmitting  extract  from  newspaper  on  the  subject. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 

At  Sea,  March  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  February  18,  which  reached  me  at  Gibraltar  last  evening. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Thistle  was  boarded  appears  to  have  been 
stated  to  you  with  tolerable  accuracy.  I  was  not,  however,  “  lying  in 
wait,”  but  arrived  at  Madeira  the  day  before  the  Thistle  sailed,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  that  vessel  to  sea.  I  wras  not  aware  that  by  so  doing  I  was  vio¬ 
lating  any  rule  of  international  law,  or  I  most  certainly  would  not  have 
trespassed  on  neutral  rights.  The  authorities  of  Funchal  admitted  that 
the  whole  matter  was  pro  forma.  British  naval  officers  of  high  rank 
whom  I  subsequently  met  there  told  mel  was  performing  my  “duty  as 
tliey  always  did  it;”  and,  as  a  matter  of  interest,  I  enclose  you  a  news¬ 
paper  paragraph  in  reference  to  the  matter,  which  seems  to  have  been 
written  by  a  naval  officer.  You  will  therefore  see,  sir,  that  if  I  erred, 
I  have  done  so  through  falling  into  old  practices  rather  than  through 
any  disregard  of  neutral  rights. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Graven, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

MARITIME  RIGHTS  AND  IGNORANT  WRITERS. 

The  following  letter,  signed  E.  N.,  appears  in  the  Times: 

Sir:  A  letter  signed  M.  P.  recently  appeared  in  your  paper,  complaining  of  the 
“illegal  proceedings”  and  “insult  to  the  British  flag”  recently  committed  by  the  U. 
S.  S.  Tuscarora,  off  Madeira.  Now,  I  hope  the  initials  M.  P.  do  not  signify  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Parliament,  for,  although  I  have  been  a  careful  reader  of  the  parliamentary 
debates  for  years,  I  am  still  unprepared  for  such  ignorance  of  international  law  as 
appears  to  be  betrayed  by  M.  P.  Is  he  not  aware  that  the  Tuscarora  had  a  perfect 
right  to  stop  the  Thistle  on  her  passage  and  search  her  for  contraband  of  war — aye, 
even  under  the  guns  of  a  British  vessel  ?  There  was  certainly  no  insult  to  the 
British  flag.  The  boarding  was  in  accordance  with  recognized  custom,  provided 
that  it  took  place  1  marine  league  from  the  shore;  if  within  that  limit,  the  insult 
would  be  to  the  Portuguese  and  not  to  the  British  Government.  It  is  impossible  to 
read  the  account  of  this  event  and  not  to  conclude  that  these  swift  steamers  had 
reached  more  than  3  miles  from  the  Portuguese  territory.  M.  P.  complains  of  a 
“sort  of  blockade.”  Does  he  not  know  that  in  the  French  war  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  had  to  undergo  this  “sort  of  blockade”  for  years  ?  Does  he  not  know 
that  blood  was  shed  in  its  execution  ?  It  may  not,  perhaps,  appear  to  be  my  duty 
to  justify  the  acts  of  American  officers,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  see  that  angry  feeling 
against  the  Federals,  which  is  already  too  bitter,  increased  by  the  extraordinary 
teaching  of  M.  P.  (Sun.) 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  to  remain  on  the  European  coast  for 
the  protection  of  commerce. 

Navy  Department.  December  l ,  1862. 
Sir:  Until  further  orders  you  will  remain  on  the  European  coast  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce,  communicating  with  our  representa¬ 
tives  abroad,  and  keeping  near  such  points  as  will  enable  you  to  obtain 
the  earliest  information  in  relation  to  rebel  vessels,  when  you  will  use 
the  utmost  exertions  to  overtake  and  destroy  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  AVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  T.  A.  Graven, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora ,  Lisbon ,  Portugal. 


Instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
WilTces,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  enjoining  strict 
observance  of  established  regulations  in  British  ports  and  vigilance 
in  preventing  blockade  running. 

Navy  Department,  December  l,  1862. 
Sir:  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  vessels  of  your  squadron  should 
not  enter  any  of  the  British  ports  if  they  can  avoid  it,  and  when  neces¬ 
sary  for  them  to  enter  they  must  conform  to  the  established  regula¬ 
tions,  however  disagreeable  they  may  be.  Any  treatment  received  of 
which  you  may  think  proper  to  complain  can  be  communicated  to  the 
Department.  They  should  not,  however,  cease  to  be  vigilant  in  their 
endeavors  to  capture  the  vessels  engaged  in  carrying  supplies  and 
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munitions  of  war  to  tlie  insurgents,  and  bringing  out  cargoes  of  cotton, 
etc.,  and  which  are  running  between  Nassau  and  Charleston.  It  is 
reported  that  several  of  them  have  been  successful  recently. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron,  Turtle  Harbor. 


Capture  of  the  schooner  Nonsuch,  December  1,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Clary,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Tioga 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tioga, 
Bahama  Banks ,  December  2,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  29th  ultimo,  took  the  coal 
schooner  Sidney  Price  in  tow  and  convoyed  her  down  to  Northwest  Cut. 
During  coaling  and  repairing  the  boats  captured  the  schooner  Nonsuch 
(showing  English  colors),  after  a  chase  of  four  hours,  and  then  not  heav¬ 
ing  to  after  being  fired  at,  our  boat’s  crew  overtaking  her  and  boarding 
over  his  stern.  Her  papers  were  irregular;  no  register,  with  discrep¬ 
ancies  between  her  manifest  and  clearance.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  salt 
and  coffee,  but  on  further  examination  found  boxes  of  cartridge  paper 
(contraband).  We  found  $11  rebel  money  on  her  cabin  floor,  and  a 
recently  torn  envelope  addressed  to  some  person  in  Doboy  Sound, 
Georgia;  the  captain  of  the  schooner  seeing  this,  destroyed  it.  She  was 
bound  for  Key  West.  The  master’s  instructions  were  to  sell  the  cargo  at 
Key  West,  as  it  was  bringing  a  very  high  price  there  now,  and  to  lay 
out  the  proceeds  in  “green  turtle,”  and  that  they  must  not  exceed  150 
pounds  each,  nor  less  than  40.  Besides  the  captain,  John  Albury,  were 
two  other  white  passengers,  a  Spaniard,  who  appeared  to  own  the  cargo, 
and  a  German,  whom  I  have  since  ascertained  was  to  go  [as]  pilot  to 
Indian  River,  Florida.  The  master’s  instructions  were  signed  “  Messrs. 
Adderly  &  Co.,”  notorious  Southern  agents.  The  schooner  was  of  about 
50  or  GO  tons. 

Her  crew  were  negroes  from  Nassau.  Those  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
land  at  Stirrup  Cays,  as  they  have  no  clothing.  Besides,  it  would 
require  more  men  than  I  could  spare  to  send  her  in  were  they  to  remain 
on  board.  I  have  retained  the  pilot.  The  master  and  owner  (the 
Spaniard)  [I]  have  sent  in  the  schooner  in  charge  of  two  master’s  mates 
to  Key  West,  as  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  dispatch  her  north  at 
this  season.  I  think  the  schooner  has  heavy,  weighty  cargo  below  the 
salt. 

The  boats  chased  another  large,  deep  schooner,  but  the  breeze 
sprung  up  just  as  they  were  within  a  mile  of  her;  she  managed  to  beat 
through  the  Northwest  Cut  and  get  clear.  The  Nonsuch  was  taken 
when  coming  through. 

I  regret  to  add  that  I  was  delayed  twelve  hours  waiting  for  one  of 
the  boats;  she  cruising  over  to  the  Berninis.  While  there  the  officer 
of  the  boat  saw  a  fine,  large  three  masted  bark-rigged  steamer  (no  top¬ 
gallant  yards  across),  under  steam  and  sail  (propeller),  standing  up  the 
Gulf  Stream,  evidently  going  around  the  Isaacs;  this  was  yesterday, 
4  p.  m.,  the  1st. 
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I  learned  pretty  correctly  that  the  Octorara  was  seen  taking  the 
schooner  Isabella  a  prize  into  Key  West.  I  heard,  too,  that  it  was 
rumored  in  Nassau  that  one  of  our  gunboats,  possibly  the  Sonoma, 
was  blockading  the  rebel  steamer  Kate  in  at  Little  Harbor. 

I  am  now  towing  the  wrecker  schooner  Olivia ,  Captain  Dames,  in 
the  direction  of  Northwest  Cut.  He  is  to  go  to  Nassau  to  close  the 
terms  proposed;  if  successful,  to  return  to  Stirrup  Cays  and  leave  all 
communications  with  McKiuny.  I  have  written  our  consul  and  the 
commanders  to  this  purport. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  West  India  Squadron. 

I  have  just  now  learned  quite  accidentally  that  one  of  these  negroes 
of  the  Xonsuch1  s  crew,  who  acted  fas]  cook  or  steward,  burned  certain 
rebel  papers  and  [a]  rebel  flag  while  our  boat  was  in  chase  of  her.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  he  was  not  sent  in  the  prize,  though  possibly  it 
would  hardly  have  been  elicited  from  such  a  witness,  or  that  negroes 
would  be  admitted  as  witnesses  at  Key  West. 

A.  G.  Clary", 

Commander, 


Further  report  of  Commander  Clary,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioga,  regarding  ..he 

capture  of  the  Schooner  Nonsuch. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Tioga, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  26°  15‘  X .,  Long.  76°  50'  W.,  February  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  capture  and  report  of  the 
schooner  X on-such ,  Albury,  master,  from  Nassau  bound  to  Key  West, 
December  1,  1862,  on  Bahama  Banks,  latitude  about  25°  30'  N.,  longi¬ 
tude  78°  20'  W.  This  schooner  showed  no  colors  during  chase.  Cargo, 
coffee  and  salt.  Her  papers  irregular  and  incomplete;  no  register. 
She  had  a  manifest,  showing  a  certain  quantity  sacks  of  salt  and  cof¬ 
fee,  also  an  invoice  of  same,  but  with  a  discrepancy  of  100  sacks.  She 
has  boxes  of  cartridge  paper  (contraband)  on  board,  an  English  flag 
in  the  cabin,  a  rebel  flag  found  in  the  galley  partly  burned,  rebel  money 
on  the  cabin  floor,  and  a  torn  envelope  addressed  to  parties  in  Doboy 
Sound,  Georgia. 

The  schooner  Xonsuch  was  sent  to  Key  West  for  adjudication  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Otis  A.  Thompson  and  Henry  Wyman. 

I  have,  written  this  second  report  to  show  on  what  grounds  the 
schooner  Xonsuch  was  seized,  as  I  learned  at  my  last  visit  to  Key  West 
that  she  was  not  condemned,  that  she  had  been  released  on  giving  bonds, 
etc.  I  have  further  to  add  that  the  rebel  flag  found  on  board  of  her 
was  not  produced  in  court. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Clary, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 
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Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  regarding  criticism  by  the 
British  minister  of  his  conduct  while  in  the  port  of  Bermuda ,  West 
Indies. 


Navy  Department,  December  2 , 1862. 

Sir  :  The  English  minister,  Lord  Lyons,  has  made  certain  statements 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  that  took  place  at  Bermuda  when  you 
visited  that  island  in  September  last.  The  points  presented  in  the  note 
of  Lord  Lyons  to  the  Secretary  of  State  are — 

1.  That  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  ordered  the  vessels  under  his  command 
to  anchor  in  such  a  position  as  to  control  the  movements  of  ships  desir¬ 
ing  to  enter  or  depart  from  the  port  of  Bermuda,  and  maintained  a 
system  of  cruising  in  the  neutral  waters  of  Bermuda  in  excess  of  his 
rights  as  belligerent,  which  are  thus  defined  by  Lord  Stowell  in  the  case 
of  the  Anna  (5  Rob.,  p.  385) : 

Captors  must  understand  that  they  are  not  to  station  themselves  in  the  mouth 
of  a  neutral  river  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  rights  of  war  from  that  river, 
much  less  in  the  very  river  itself. 

And  again : 

The  captors  appear  by  their  own  description  to  have  been  standing  off  and  on, 
obtaining  information  from  the  Balize,  overhauling  the  vessels  in  their  course  down 
the  river,  and  making  the  river  as  much  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  war  as  if  it 
had  been  a  river  of  their  own  country.  This  is  an  inconvenience  which  the  States 
of  America  are  called  upon  to  resist,  and  which  this  court  is  bound,  on  every  prin¬ 
ciple,  to  discourage  and  correct. 

2.  The  second  ground  of  complaint  is,  that  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes 
offensively  and  unlawfully  placed  sentinels  on  British  territory. 

3.  The  third  ground  is,  that  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes  contemptuously 
evaded  the  orders  of  her  Majesty  in  regard  to  the  supplies  of  coal 
whicli  vessels  of  belligerent  parties  obtain  in  a  British  port.  He  also, 
in  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  referring  to  the  governor’s 
expression,  “  I  have  to  instruct  you  that  the  vessel  (the  Tioga)  can  not 
be  permitted  to  return  within  these  waters,”  replied  in  these  terms: 
“This  I  can  not  permit;  my  Government  has  alone  the  power  of  instruct¬ 
ing  me.” 

This  appears  like  a  defiance  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  governor, 
who  is  bound  to  carry  out  the  rule  by  which  vessels,  having  coaled, 
can  not  return  again  to  the  same  port  for  three  months.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  can  not  have  intended  that  the  governor  was  to  be  obstructed  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  but  the  words  of  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes 
seem  to  imply  that  he  meant  to  attempt  it. 

Your  dispatches  and  the  correspondence  between  yourself  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Ord  sufficiently  vindicate  you  in  most  respects,  but  as  regards  the 
second  charge,  that  of  placing  sentinels  on  British  territory,  I  am  not 
advised.  As  you  make  no  mention  of  having  done  this,  I  have  taken 
it  for  granted  that  the  charge  is  not  well  founded,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you  in  regard  to  it. 

The  Department  does  not  construe  your  rebuke  of  the  discourtesy  of 
Governor  Ord  into  a  defiance,  and  it  was  evident  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  meant,  and  whatever  is  censurable  in  regard  to  the  obnoxious 
word  u instruct”  does  not,  in  its  opinion,  fall  upon  you. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  cultivate  a  friendly  feeling  with  other 
powers,  and  while  maintaining  our  own  rights,  to  respect  the  rights  of 
others.  We  must  be  careful  not  to  be  aggressive.  If  it  is  a  duty  toconcili- 
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ate  other  powers  at  other  times  it  is  equally  so  at  present.  Regretting 
that  the  British  colonial  authorities  should  sympathize  with  the  insur¬ 
gents,  and  that  the  proclamation  of  her  Majesty  is  so  little  regarded  by 
some  of  her  subjects  who  are  engaged  in  systematic  illicit  trade  against 
ourauthority,  and  schemes  to  evade  the  blockade  and  aid  the  insurgents, 
nevertheless  I  would  have  you,  while  keeping  a  vigilant  watch  to  detect 
and  seize  all  vessels  that  are  directly  or  indirectly  waging  war  on  this 
Government,  avoid,  as  far  as  you  well  can,  entering  British  ports. 
Whenever  you  may  do  so,  however,  it  is  important  that  you  do  not  come 
in  conflict  with  the  regulations  and  authorities. 

In  the  state  of  feeling  that  exists  in  some  of  the  islands  there  may 
be  occasions  when  your  patience  and  forbearance  may  be  tried,  but  I 
have  confidence  in  your  intelligence  not  to  transgress  the  recognized 
laws  and  regulations  of  other  governments  or  of  international  law, 
but  I  trust  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  any  to  assert  that  while  those 
limits  may  not  have  been  transcended  in  letter,  they  were  in  spirit. 
When  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  authorities  they  are  to  be 
respected. 

1  trust  you  may  be  successful  in  capturing  some  of  the  craft  that  are 
endeavoring  to  traffic  with  or  aid  the  insurgents,  or  any  of  the  vessels 
owned  by  them. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron,  Turtle  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  New  Providence ,  to  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  giv¬ 
ing  information  regarding  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

December  2,  1862. 

Sir:  The  British  or  Confederate  schooner  Prince  Alfred  arrived 
this  morning  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  having  run  the  blockade,  and 
bringing  to  this  port  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  turpentine  worth  $100,- 
000,  so  said.  She  reports  the-  brig  Fannie  Lewis  as  captured  and 
the  steamer  Kate  as  run  ashore  and  destroyed  at  New  Inlet.  A  full- 
rigged  brig,  the  Good  Luck,  under  Spanish  colors,  is  said  to  be  laden 
with  contraband  cargo,  which  she  will  endeavor  to  “run  in”  to  some 
Southern  port.  She  has  stump  topgallant  masts,  hull  black,  with 
white  stripe  around  the  bends,  spars  bright  ;  Black,  captain,  an  old 
offender,  and  lately  captured  and  imprisoned  and  released  from  [Fort! 
Lafayette. 

Reports  are  rife  of  a  rebel  victory  in  Kentucky.  Numbers  of  refu¬ 
gees  arriving  daily,  mostly  from  Savannah. 

Whiting,  U.  S.  Consul. 

[Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron.  ] 
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Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  regarding  the  attitude  of  the  British  authorities  at 
Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  and  transmitting  a  proclamation  of  the 
colonial  secretary  at  that  port. 

U.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 
Matanzas ,  December  4 , 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  last  from  Stirrup  Cays  and  enclosed  you 
some  information  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau,  but  I  have 
since  received  from  him  another  dispatch  relative  to  the  effect  produced 
on  the  occasion  of  my  late  visit  off  that  port,  when  I  declined  having  any 
communication  with  the  authorities,  as  they  now  say  to  offer  me  the 
courtesies  due  to  my  flag  and  rank.  I  would  not  permit  the  boats  sent 
out  to  board  me,  one  from  the  H.  B.  M.  S.  Barracouta  and  another  from 
the  governor,  whose  intention  I  well  knew  was  to  order  me  [or]  desire 
me  to  ask  permission  to  anchor,  which  the  pilot  told  me  he  had  orders 
to  say  could  not  be  done.  I  directed  my  executive  officer  to  tell  the 
pilot  I  should  anchor  when  and  where  I  saw  fit,  and  did  not  intend  to 
ask  permission  to  do  so  from  anybody.  I  then  steamed  off  and  left  the 
vicinity. 

A  day  or  two  after  I  was  informed  by  the  consul  that  the  captain 
(Malcolm)  of  the  Barracouta  had  told  him  that  he  should  fire  into  the 
first  American  man-of-war  that  attempted  to  anchor.  Two  days  after, 
just  as  we  were  getting  underway  from  Stirrup  Cays,  a  vessel  was  seen 
over  the  land  which  we  recognized  as  the  Barracouta.  I  immediately 
sceamed  out  toward  her,  and  she  bore  down  for  us.  We  went  imme¬ 
diately  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  action.  She  approached  within 
one-fourth  of  a  mile.  I  stopped  and  laid  by  for  the  result.  We  could 
distinguish  the  crew  at  quarters  and  quietly  awaited  his  further  action. 
We  laid  thus  side  by  side  without  hailing  distance  for  twenty-five 
minutes,  closely  regarding  each  other,  when,  whatever  might  have 
been  his  intention,  he  steamed  up,  wore  round,  and  stood  off' without 
further  communication,  and  I  gave  orders  to  put  the  steamer’s  head  in 
chase  of  two  vessels  seen  in  the  offing,  which  had  been  my  object  in 
getting  underway.  I  have  no  idea  what  the  captain  of  the  Barra- 
couta's  intention  was,  but  I  prepared  the  Wachusett  for  any  contingency, 
and  was  ready  to  encounter  any.  I  shall  be  overcautious  to  avoid 
being  the  first  to  break  the  peace;  you  may  be  assured  of  this,  but  if  any 
one  should  take  upon  themselves  to  break  it,  or  do  insult  to  our  flag, 
they  must  take  the  consequence.  The  Barracouta  is  a  much  heavier 
armed  vessel  than  the  Wachusett ,  but  that  is  of  little  consequence. 
You  may  depend  upon  it,  we  shall  fight  with  a  good  will. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  signed  by  the  colonial  sec¬ 
retary.  The  governor  has  been  absent  for  a  month,  and  was  so  then. 
It  is  dated  the  day  after  I  called  off  the  port  of  Nassau.  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  part  about  pilots.  These  colored  pilots  have  been  of 
great  use  to  us  and  I  shall  retain  their  services  until  my  officers  become 
familiar  with  the  cruising  grounds.  The  rebels  use  the  white  pilots, 
with  whom  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Many  of  them  are  employed  in 
making  signals  of  the  whereabouts  of  our  vessels,  but  we  often  deceive 
them. 

I  have  also  employed  a  small  wrecker  schooner  or  fisherman,  who 
goes  to  Nassau  and  brings  us  information  of  the  departure,  or  rather 
intended  departure,  of  bloekaders  and  the  routes  they  intend  to  take. 
I  have  adopted  other  means  of  obtaining  correct  information,  which  is 
not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  name  to  you. 
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Two  small  vessels,  pilot  boats,  would  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
squadron  in  intercepting  the  small  fry  passing  over  the  bank,  of  which 
we  can  not  attend  to  from  looking  after  the  larger  game.  The  outside 
blockade  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  with  the  few  vessels  I  have,  and 
itis  the  only  one  where  we  have  much  chance  of  taking  the  larger 
class  of  vessels  ;  it  is  a  position  which  the  rebel  vessels  arrive  at  before 
sunset  or  after  sunrise,  some  60  to  70  miles  off  these  islands.  I  can 
not  too  strongly  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of  my  having  a  larger 
force.  The  stave  trade  is  becoming  very  active  and  requires  attention. 
A  cargo  has  been  recently  landed  by  an  American  vessel,  as  I  am 
informed  by  our  consul-general  at  The  Havannah,  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  all  that  the  destination  of  290  is  within  the  scope  of  my  command. 
Our  gunboats  singly  are  not  equal  to  her,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  have 
them  cruise  in  pairs.  In  order  not  to  abandon  our  cruising  grounds 
for  a  day,  I  have  sent  two  of  the  coal  vessels  to  the  Stirrup  Cays  to 
supply  their  wants.  While  writing  of  the  force,  I  would  like  to  have 
the  armament  of  this  steamer  increased.  The  Sonoma  changed  her 
armament  at  Washington,  having  four  24  pounder  brass  pieces,  for 
9-inch  guns.  If  these  or  others  could  be  sent  me  they  would  be  wel¬ 
come;  slide  carriages. 

The  Wachusett  is  armed  now  as  the  290 ,  and  we  resemble  her  so 
much  that  our  merchant  vessels  endeavor  to  escape  from  us.  When 
overtaken  they  abundantly  rejoice  at  finding  a  protector  instead  ot  an 
enemy.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  extent  and  numbers  of  our  trade  and 
vessels  passing  through  the  New  Providence  channels.  It  requires 
protection  which  I  can  illy  afford  with  my  force  to  give.  Turtle  Har¬ 
bor  proves  a  very  convenient  point  for  our  coaling.  I  left  the  Gemsbok 
there  a  few  days  since,  and  I  am  glad  to  perceive  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Department  to  have  a  hulk  there  with  suitable  cranes  for  the  facil¬ 
ity  and  speed  of  taking  in  coal,  as  it  will  save  us  much  time  and  labor. 
The  steamers  plying  to  The  Havannah  are  seen  to  pass  close  to,  and  a 
few  days  since  we  boarded  the  Eagle  and  got  files  of  papers. 

Havana,  December  5. 

1  received  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general  this  morning  relative 
to  business,  and  expressing  a  wish  to  see  me,  when  1  took  the  cars  and 
came  over,  and  leave  to-morrow  morning.  A  vessel  resembling  290 
has  been  reported  off  the  east  end  of  the  island,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  it  is  one  of  the  English  gunboats  cruising  for  slavers.  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  reaching  that  point. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

Bahama  Islands: 

By  his  Excellency  Charles  John  Bayley,  esq.,  companion  of  the  most 
honorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  governor  and  com- 
[l.  s.]  mander-in-chief  in  and  over  the  said  islands,  chan 
C.  J.  Bayley.  cellor,  vice-admiral,  and  ordinary  of  the  same. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  59  Geo.,  3,  cap. 
69,  various  provisions  are  made  to  prevent  the  enlisting  or  engagement 
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of  natural-born  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  serve  in  for¬ 
eign  service,  and  the  fitting  out  or  equipping  within  the  British  domin¬ 
ions  of  vessels  for  warlike  purposes,  without  the  leave  of  the  Crown, 
and  various  penalties  are  imposed  on  persons  who  violate  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  such  statute; 

And  whereas  her  most  gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  by  her  royal 
proclamation  of  the  13th  of  May,  1801,  reciting  that  hostilities  had 
unhappily  commenced  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  certain  States  styling  themselves  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  did  declare  her  royal  determination  to  maintain 
strict  and  impartial  neutrality  in  the  contest  between  the  said  contend¬ 
ing  parties,  and  did  strictly  charge  and  command  all  her  loving  subjects 
to  observe  such  neutrality,  and  to  abstain  from  violating  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  realm  in  that  behalf,  or  the  law  of  nations  in  relation 
thereto,  as  they  would  answer  to  the  contrary  at  their  peril; 

And  whereas  such  hostilities  still  continue,  and  inducements  may 
be  held  out  to  the  seamen  of  this  colony  to  serve  on  board  of  the  ves¬ 
sels  of  war  of  the  contending  parties,  especially  in  the  capacity  of 
pilots ; 

And  whereas  any  such  service  would  constitute  an  offense,  under 
the  statute  herebefore  referred  to,  and  subject  the  offending  parties  to 
the  penal  consequences  set  forth  in  the  said  statute: 

Now,  in  order  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  may 
unwarily  make  themselves  liable  to  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  said 
statute,  I  do  issue  this,  my  proclamation,  warning  all  seamen  or  other 
persons  belonging  to  this  colony  from  serving  or  agreeing  to  serve  on 
board  of  any  vessel  of  war  of  either  of  the  said  contending  parties, 
in  the  capacity  of  pilot,  or  in  any  other  capacity  whatever,  on  pain  of 
being  proceeded  against  and  punished,  as  is  in  and  by  the  said  statute 
directed  and  provided  for. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  at 
Nassau,  in  the  island  of  New  Providence,  the  twenty-first  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  and  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  her  Majesty’s  reign. 

By  his  Excellency’s  command. 

C.  B.  Nesbitt, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

God  save  the  Queen  ! 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  minister  to  Portugal  to  Commander  Craven ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  stating  the  intention  of  the 

Portuguese  authorities  to  prevent  f  urther  outrages  in  the  Azores  by  C.  S. 

S.  Alabama  (290). 

[Private.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lisbon ,  December  5 ,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  you  that  the  recent  destruction  of 
American  ships  at  the  Azores  by  a  cruiser  called  the  Alabama  has 
been  the  subject  of  a  correspondence  with  this  Government,  and  that 
I  am  officially  informed  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  the  civil  and  mil¬ 
itary  authorities  of  the  islands  to  act  with  vigor,  under  the  royal  proc¬ 
lamation  and  the  obligations  imposed  upon  a  friendly  power  by  the 
international  law,  in  preventing  a  repetition  of  the  outrages. 

I  would  suggest  to  you,  therefore,  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  coop- 
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erate  cordially  with  the  Portuguese  officials,  and  to  gain  by  a  proper 
respect  for  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  kingdom  that  confidence  and 
support  which  public  enemies  of  the  United  States  have  justly  forfeited 
by  a  flagrant  violation  of  one  and  an  open  disregard  of  the  other. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

James  E.  Harvey. 

Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  Fayal. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 

San  Jacinto ,  of  arrival  at  Guadeloupe ,  and  forwarding  information 

regarding  the  G.  8.  8.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto, 

Pointe  a  Pitre ,  Island  of  Guadeloupe ,  December  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon,  after  cruising  in  the  Ane- 
gada  Channel,  then  sighting  Barbuda  and  looking  in  at  Antigua,  and 
running  close  along  the  western  shore  of  Guadeloupe,  arriving  here  as 
before  stated. 

Our  consul  at  this  place  tells  me  he  has  information  from  a  reliable 
source  that  the  Alabama  chased  an  American  schooner  on  the  25th  of 
November  on  the  western  side  of  the  island  of  Dominique  [Dominica], 
and  she  escaped  her  by  putting  into  Charlotte  Town  for  protection. 
The  consul  also  informs  me  of  the  Alabama's  having  taken  in  coal, 
etc.,  from  the  bark  at  the  Island  De  Aves,  longitude  (13°  37',  latitude 
15°  41'.  Since  the  25th  of  November  she  has  not  been  heard  from.  I 
shall  continue  to  cruise,  etc.,  as  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  Novem¬ 
ber. 

The  ship’s  provisions  will  want  replenishing,  and  if  it  is  prudent  I 
will  stop  in  at  Key  West  for  that  purpose,  and  hope  there  or  at  Havana 
to  receive  instructions  from  the  Department;  if  not,  at  St.  Thomas. 

1  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great  difficulty  that  Paymaster 
Burt  of  this  ship  has  in  negotiating  bills  on  our  Government;  the  enor¬ 
mous  discount  to  which  he  has  to  submit  in  disposing  of  them  seems 
to  me  to  call  for  the  attention  of  the  Department.  If  letters  of  credit 
could  be  furnished  him  (those  on  London  could  be  best  negotiated),  it 
would  be  a  great  saving  and  avoid  embarrassment. 

1  am  aware  that  my  communication  should  have  been  sent  through 
Admiral  Lee,  to  whose  squadron  the  San  Jacinto  is  attached,  but  the 
circumstances  seemed  to  demand  a  speedy  and  direct  intelligence  to 
the  Department. 

1  would  state  that  the  alarm  amongst  the  American  vessels  is  very 
great;  all  that  I  have  succeeded  in  speaking  have  taken  me  for  the 
Alabama ,  and  in  one  instance  a  tine  bark  named  the  Hamilton ,  of  New 
York,  from  whom  I  was  some  4  miles  distant,  ran  in  and  anchored  on 
a  lee  shore  to  avoid  me,  and  the  consul  tells  me  that  she  was  found  the 
next  morning  in  a  perilous  position.  1  have  to  make  great  allowance 
for  the  exaggerated  reports  which  reach  me. 

*  *  *  *  *  #  # 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

P.  S. — The  schooner  spoken  of  is  named  the  Mary  E.  Morgan. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Nickels,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding 

I  .  S.  ship  Onward,  of  arrival  at  Falmouth ,  England,  seeking  news  of 

the  C.  8.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  Ship  Onward, 
Falmouth,  England,  December  6,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  orders  from  Commander  T.  A.  Craven. 
A  e  arrived  here  during  the  last  night  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  without  a 
pilot,  but  without  accident,  and,  needing  some  few  repairs,  haveobtained 
permission  to  remain  here  five  days,  during  which  time  1  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  all  the  news,  having  telegraphed  the  American  minister  of 
my  arrival,  and  also  to  the  American  consuls  at  Liverpool  and  London, 
requesting  them — the  two  latter — to  send  me  the  latest  news  in  regard 
to  the  Alabama  and  her  consorts,  the  steamer  Bahama  and  Agrippina 
(bark). 

Trusting  my  proceedings  in  the  matter  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you, 
I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Nickels, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Ship  Onward. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy,  United  States  of  America. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 

Fayal,  November  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  By  letters  from  England,  just  received,  I  am  informed  that  the 
British  bark  Agrippina  sailed  about  the  28tli  ultimo,  with  a  supply  of 
coal  for  the  pirate  Alabama.  It  is  supposed  that  the  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous  is  the  Azores,  but  as  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  the  bark  to 
have  reached  these  islands,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  she  has  more 
probably  gone  to  Madeira.  You  will  immediately  proceed  to  sea,  go  to 
Terceira,  and  look  into  the  ports  of  that  island,  and  then  cruise  for  two 
days  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  that  place.  You  will  then  run 
for  the  entrance  of  the  British  Channel,  touching,  if  necessary,  at  Fal¬ 
mouth,  for  information;  from  that  place  make  the  best  of  your  way  to 
Madeira.  Should  you  fall  in  with  the  bark  Agrippina,  or  the  steamer 
Bahama,  you  are  instructed  to  capture  those  vessels  as  tenders  and  con¬ 
sorts  of  the  pirate  Alabama.  From  Madeira  you  will  return  to  the 
cruising  ground  of  your  original  instructions.  From  this  place  I  will 
proceed  direct  to  Madeira  and  return  immediately  to  these  islands, 
and  by  the  route  described  for  you;  we  shall  have  thus  completely 
traversed  the  supposed  track  of  the  consorts  of  the  Alabama.  From 
Falmouth  you  will  send  a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels,  Commander. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Ship  Onward. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  to  cruise  in  search  of  the  C.  S. 
8.  Alabama  (290). 

Navy  Departmment,  December  6,  1862. 
Sir:  As  soon  as  the  Vanderbilt  is  ready  proceed  with  her  to  sea  and 
resume  the  search  for  the  pirate  Alabama.  Before  returning  to  port 
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again  you  will  touch  at  Fayal  and  land  Captain  J.  A.  Winslow,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  J.  S.  Thornton,  and  Lieutenant  John  Weidman, 
who  take  passage  in  the  Vanderbilt.  On  your  passage  over  cover  the 
track  of  our  merchantmen  bound  to  and  from  Europe. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Lieutenant  C.  H.  Baldwin,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Vanderbilt ,  New  YorJc. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering ,  77.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  77.  8.  8.  Kearsarge 
of  the  advertisement  of  sale  of  C.  8.  8.  Sumter ,  at  Gibraltar. 

U.  S  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

La  Carraca,  Cadiz ,  December  6 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  Sumter  is 
advertised  for  sale  at  Gibraltar  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  and  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  an  official  reply  to  the  communication  of  the  consul 
upon  this  subject. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

[Enclosure.] 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

La  Carraca ,  Cadiz ,  December  6,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
without  date,  informing  me  that  the  Sumter  is  advertised  for  sale  at 
Gibraltar  on  Thursday  next.  The  vessel  is  of  little  value,  and  probably 
offered  for  sale  merely  to  establish  a  precedent. 

The  sale  of  so-called  Confederate  vessels  in  British  ports  is  an  act  as 
unfriendly  and  hostile  to  our  Government  as  the  purchase  of  war  vessels 
in  their  ports  by  the  same  party.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  it  is 
your  duty  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  sale. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Horatio  J.  Sprague,  Esq., 

77.  S.  Consul,  Gibraltar. 


Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  resolution  relative  to  the  protection 
of  American  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Sou  th  America. 


Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

New  York,  December  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  4th  instant, 
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in  relation  to  dispatching  a  naval  force  to  the  coast  of  South  America 
to  protect  American  commerce  from  depredations  of  rebel  privateers. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Richards, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


[Enclosure.] 

Resolved ,  That  the  chamber  recommend  and  request  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  dispatch  one  or  more  armed  steamers  to  cruise  about  the 
equator  and  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  for  the  protection  of  American  com¬ 
merce  at  the  points  where  our  ships  bound  to  and  from  India,  China, 
South  America,  and  California  are  most  exposed. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

A.  C.  Richards, 

Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

Philadelphia,  December  6 , 1862. 

(Received  Washington,  D.  C.,  11:40  a.  m.) 

Boston  bark  Harriet  Spaulding,  Peabody,  York,  for  Havre,  was  cap¬ 
tured  and  burned  November  19,  in  latitude  41°  13'  N.,  longitude  66° 
16'  W.,  by  pirate  Alabama.  Crew  kept  [inj  irons  several  days,  finally 
transferred  [to]  brig  Hiram  from  Pictou,  landed  at  Fall  River,  where 
three  other  crews  on  board  Alabama. 

Fulton. 

Captain  Fox, 

Navy  Department. 


Capture  of  packet  steamer  Ariel  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290),  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1862. 

Report  of  Commander  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  passenger  on  board  packet  steamer  Ariel,  en  route 

for  Pacific  Squadron. 

Packet  Steamer  Ariel, 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  December  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  official  duty  to  inform  the  Department 
of  the  capture  of  this  steamer,  on  board  of  which  I  was  a  passenger 
under  your  order  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Charles  H.  Bell  for  a  com¬ 
mand  in  the  Pacific  Squadron.  She  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
steamer  Alabama  off  Cape  Maysi,  Cuba,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th 
instant,  on  her  outward  passage  from  New  York  to  Aspiuwall,  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

It  appears  that  as  the  Ariel  rounded  Cape  Maysi  a  sail  was  observed 
close  under  the  land  flying  the  United  States  flag;  that  little  attention 
was  paid  to  her  until  she  appeared  to  be  heading  toward  this  vessel, 
when  Captain  Jones,  commanding  the  Ariel,  made  all  speed.  I,  how¬ 
ever,  knew  nothing  of  this  until  about  1 :45  p.  in.,  when  one  ol  the  officers 
123  a - 37 
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of  the  Ariel  came  into  the  cabin,  where  we  were  dining,  and  reported  that 
the  Alabama  was  close  upon  us.  I  immediately  jumped  to  the  deck  and 
beheld  a  steamer  not  over  500  yards  distant,  rebel  flag  flying,  and, 
having  just  fired  a  lee  gun,  Major  Garland,  commanding  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  marines  (passengers  onboard  bound  to  California),  had  them 
immediately  formed  in  the  waist  and  gangway.  I  at  once  saw  that 
nothing  could  be  done.  She  was  upon  the  Ariel  with  a  heavy  broad¬ 
side,  fully  presented,  and  almost  immediately  two  heavy  broadside 
guns  were  fired,  and  a  68-pound  shell  struck  the  foremast  just  over 
the  pilot  house,  cutting  the  mast  more  than  half  oft'.  Captain  Jones, 
seeing  the  utter  impossibility  of  defending  the  vessel  or  injuring  the 
enemy  in  any  manner,  with  my  advice  and  the  advice  of  Major  Gar¬ 
land  and  the  voice  of  all  the  passengers,  surrendered  his  ship. 

The  Alabama  was  then  not  over  300  yards  on  the  quarter  and  was 
training  her  guns  for  a  full  broadside,  which  if  fired  must  have  done 
terrific  slaughter  among  over  700  passengers,  nearly  half  of  whom 
were  women  and  children.  Immediate  possession  was  taken  of  the 
Ariel  and  several  officers  and  a  number  of  armed  men  were  left  on 
board.  Captain  Jones  was  taken  to  the  Alabama  with  all  the  ship’s 
papers.  He  soon  returned  and  reported  that  the  officers  and  marines 
would  be  paroled,  that  every  one  would  be  landed,  probably  on  San 
Domingo,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  would  be  destroyed.  Captain 
Semmes  would  not  accept  bonds  offered  him  by  Captain  Jones.  He 
demanded  and  took  from  the  Ariel  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  ves¬ 
sel  and  on  the  freight  list  and  all  the  arms  and  ammunition.  Parole 
was  tendered  to  the  officers  and  marines,  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
he  had  no  other  means  of  disposing  of  them,  and  feeling  that  the  com¬ 
fort,  safety,  if  not  the  lives,  of  the  multitude  on  board  depended  in  a 
great  measure  on  our  acceptance,  and  also  our  hope  of  future  usefulness 
in  this  rebellion,  we  accepted  the  terms  offered  and  gave  up  our  swords. 
The  Ariel  was  detained  until  about  10:30  p.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  (fifty- 
six  hours).  Captain  Semmes  had,  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  sent  word  that 
he  intended  to  land  all  the  passengers  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  we 
had  been  steaming  toward  that  point  closely  convoyed  by  the  Alabama. 
When  off  Morant  light  house  the  vessels  were  hove  to  for  daylight,  but 
about  10  o’clock  a  passing  sail  was  boarded  by  a  boat  from  the  Ala¬ 
bama,  from  which  material  information  must  have  been  received  by 
Captain  Semmes,  for  he  soon  sent  for  Captain  Jones,  demanded  and 
received  heavy  bonds,  took  from  the  Ariel  his  officers  and  men,  and 
left  her  free  to  proceed  to  Aspinwall.  This  was  at  11  p.  m.  of  the  9th ; 
the  Alabama  left  us  under  sail,  standing  to  the  northward.  By  my 
advice  Captain  Jones  kept  the  Ariel  hove  to  until  daylight,  when  he  sent 
a  letter  addressed  to  the  owner  of  the  Ariel  to  be  forwarded,  and  I 
addressed  a  communication  to  our  consul  at  Kingston,  a  copy  of  which 
I  herewith  enclose.  These  letters  were  addressed  to  the  care  of  the 
mayor  of  Morant,  requesting  him  to  have  them  delivered  without 
delay.  I  trust  the  consul  has  found  some  means  to  have  a  vessel  of 
war  off  Cape  Maysi,  or  I  fear  that  the  steamer  which  left  New  York  on 
the  11th  instant  has  been  captured.  We  reached  Aspinwall  the  night 
of  the  12th  instant,  and  on  the  13th  I  reported  to  Admiral  Bell  and 
received  from  him  an  order,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose. 

The  Ariel  left  Aspinwall  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  and  by  the 
advice  of  many,  including  the  Hon.  D.  K.  Cartter,  our  minister  at 
Bolivia,  and  our  consuls  at  Panama  and  Aspinwall,  the  treasure  was 
not  taken  on  board.  We  pursued  a  course  along  the  coasts  of  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  Honduras,  and  giving  Cape  [San]  Antonio  a  wide  berth, 
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anchored  for  a  few  hours  at  Key  West  on  the  eve  of  the  22d,  when  I 
gave  Rear-Admiral  Bailey  ail  necessary  information,  and  explained 
the  necessity  of  dispatching  a  vessel  of  war  to  Aspinwall  to  convoy 
the  next  steamer  from  there,  otherwise  the  accumulated  treasure  would 
not  be  shipped.  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  Washington  and  report  in 
person  at  the  Department  to  enable  you  to  have  every  particular  of 
this  lawless  piracy.  I  would  remark  the  Ariel  was  steaming  her  best, 
about  9£  knots,  the  A  labama  about  13.  She  is  armed  as  follows :  One 
100-pounder  rifle  (Blakely),  one  68-shell  gun,  six  medium  32’s,  and  has  cir¬ 
cles  laid  forward  and  aft  for  two  100-pounder  rifles,  which  it  is  reported 
are  on  board  and  to  be  soon  mounted.  She  has  a  crew  of  about  140  men, 
all  of  whom  I  judge  are  foreigners,  mostly  Englishmen;  is  1,100  tons 
burden  and  1,200  horse  power,  with  4  boilers,  and  draws  from  14  to  15 
feet  water;  trices  up  her  propeller,  and  can,  from  all  accounts,  make 
14  knots  under  canvas,  and  such  a  vessel  has  been  built,  armed, 
manned,  and  fitted  out  by  England  to  prey  upon  the  commerce  of  a 
friendly  power.  She  has  not  entered  and  can  not  enter  an  American 
port,  and  is  sustained  alone  by  the  aid  and  sympathy  of  a  power  that, 
while  professing  friendship,  is  thus  aiding  and  willing  to  see  our  great 
and  noble  country  dismembered.  I  also  learned  that  she  had  lately 
coaled  from  a  brig  near  one  of  the  Windward  Islands.  I  most  earnestly 
request  of  the  Department  to  have  me  exchanged  as  early  as  possible 
and  grant  me  a  command  on  the  Atlantic  coast  that  I  may  have  some 
prospect  of  relief  from  this  bitter  humiliation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 

Commander. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington ,  T).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy,  passenger  on  board  packet  steamer  Ariel,  of 
the  capture  of  that  vessel  by  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

Steamer  Ariel, 

Off  Mor ant  Point,  Jamaica ,  December  .9,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 

Sir:  On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  instant,  when  off  Cape  Maysi, 
Cuba,  we  were  captured  by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  and  retained 
until  this  moment,  when  we  were  allowed  to  proceed  on  our  passage  to 
Aspinwall.  They  took  out  of  the  ship  what  money  we  had  on  the 
freight  list,  amounting  to  about  $15,000,  and  all  the  arms,  respecting 
the  cargo  and  private  property  of  the  passengers.  They  intended  at 
first  to  land  the  passengers  on  the  island  of  San  Domingo,  and  destroy 
the  vessel  and  cargo.  This  intention  was  changed  to  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  and  while  off’  Morant  Point  this  evening  a  vessel  was  boarded 
by  the  Alabama,  from  which  it  is  stated  that  news  was  received  of 
the  yellow  fever  raging  at  Kingston,  whereupon  Captain  Semmes 
released  this  vessel  under  heavy  bonds,  rather  than  endanger  the 
lives  of  so  many  persons. 

His  whole  course  while  in  possession  of  this  vessel  was  most  con¬ 
siderate  to  all  the  passengers  on  board,  amounting  to  over  700  persons. 
I  write  this  that  you  may  send  information  of  his  whereabouts  to 
Washington,  as  also  to  any  of  our  vessels  of  war  that  may  be  about 
these  islands.  He  will  undoubtedly  attempt  to  seize  the  steamer  of 
the  11th  from  New  York,  as  also  this  vessel  on  her  return  from  Aspiu- 
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wall,  if  not  convoyed,  and  it  will  require  a  vessel  of  considerable  force 
and  speed  to  capture  liim.  He  has  two  heavy  rifles  and  six  32- 
pounders,  and  a  crew  we  believe  of  140  men. 

In  haste,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  Sartori, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

The  American  Consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

P.  S.-We  proceed  at  once  to  Aspinwall. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Panama ,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  your  having  been  captured  on  your  way  out 
from  the  United  States  to  join  this  squadron,  and  made  a  prisoner  of 
war,  your  services  can  not  be  available  until  exchanged.  You  will 
therefore  proceed  by  the  earliest  conveyance  to  New  York,  and  on  your 
arrival  report  by  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Yrou 
will  be  pleased  to  send  him  a  copy  of  this  letter. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  H.  Bell, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  L.  C.  Sartori,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  8.  minister  to  Portugal  to  Commander  Craven,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Tuscarora,  advising  the  'presence  of  that 

vessel  in  the  Azores. 

Lisbon,  December  7, 1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  the  23d  November 
from  Fayal.  The  information  in  regard  to  the  Bahama,  which  was 
conveyed  to  you  by  the  Chippewa,  was  received  from  London  in  a  tele¬ 
gram  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Moran,  under  cover  to  me.  I  telegraphed 
it  immediately  to  Captain  Pickering,  with  a  request  that  it  should  be  for¬ 
warded  to  you  by  the  Kearsarge  or  Chippewa.  The  latter  started  a  day 
afterwards  for  the  Azores ;  hence  it  was  physically  impossible  to  com¬ 
municate  by  letter,  and  my  principal  object  was  to  secure  your  pres¬ 
ence  at  the  islands,  in  view  of  the  information  from  London,  and  to 
save  you  a  needless  voyage  to  the  Atlantic  coast.  I  have  no  additional 
news  on  this  subject.  The  Alabama  was  last  seen,  or  suppose^1  to  be 
seen,  near  Nantucket,  on  our  coast. 

It  is  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  steamers  from  England,  intended  to 
run  the  blockade,  will  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  endeavor  to  procure 
coal  and  supplies,  and  perhaps  arms,  at  the  Azores. 

Coal  is  now  transported  there  in  ordinary  trading  vessels  in  small 
quantities ;  consequently  vigilance  is  necessary,  but  we  must  exercise 
prudence,  in  view  of  the  recent  action  of  this  Government,  which  I 
have  already  advised  you  of  officially. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Onward  has  reached  the  islands.  Be 
pleased  to  inform  her  commander  of  the  substance  of  my  official  note 
to  you  of  the  5th  instant  for  his  guidance. 

There  is  no  very  important  intelligence  from  home.  Burnside  is 
advancing  toward  Richmond  via  Aquia  Creek. 
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The  consul  at  Gibraltar  requested  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  procure  some  flannel  which  you  had  ordered.  The  Sumter 
is  advertised  for  sale.  The  St.  Louis  is  now  here. 

Yours,  truly, 


Commander  Craven. 


James  E.  Harvey. 


Report  of  Captain  Price ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  JJ.  S.  ship  Jamestown , 

of  arrival  at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

U.  S.  S.  Jamestown, 

Rio  de  Janeiro ,  December  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  at  this 
place  on  the  30th  ultimo,  after  a  rather  tedious  passage  of  forty-eight 
days.  On  my  way  out  I  saw  but  few  vessels;  of  those,  I  boarded  an 
American  on  this  side  of  the  liue  and  have  made  inquiries  of  some  half 
dozen  others  that  have  arrived  here  during  the  past  week  or  ten  days 
from  the  United  States,  but  from  none  of  them  have  I  heard  of  any 
interruption  from  rebel  cruisers.  Freights,  they  think,  will  be  still 
more  difficult  to  obtain,  since  the  Alabama’s  captures  have  been  known 
here.  There  being  no  Government  stores  here,  I  have  thought  it  advis¬ 
able  to  have  purchased  10  barrels  of  flour  and  15  of  pork,  which,  in 
addition  to  what  we  had  on  hand,  may  take  us  to  Macao. 

I  shall  sail  for  Montevideo  the  last  of  this  week  with  our  minister, 
General  Webb,  and  Mrs.  Webb  as  passengers,  the  latter  for  the  benefit 
of  her  health. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cicero  Price, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  JJ.  S.  consul  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  to  Acting 
Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  JJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squad¬ 
ron,  stating  his  decision  to  issue  no  more  licenses  to  merchant  vessels. 

U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

December  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  hasten  to  lay  before  you  some  facts  which  liave  just  come  to 
my  knowledge.  In  July  last  1  received  from  the  Department  of  State 
orders  to  issue  licenses,  like  the  enclosed  form,  to  such  vessels  as  com¬ 
plied  with  the  proper  requisitions. 

I  have  recently  issued  five  such  licenses  to  the  following- named 
vessels:  (1)  British  schooner  Harkaway ,  (2)  British  schooner  Levi 
Roive,  (3)  British  schooner  Golden  Eagle,  (4)  British  schoner  Brilliant, 
(5)  bark  Rosalind.  These  vessels  all  took  licenses  for  Beaufort,  N.  C., 
and  the  captains  of  each,  together  with  the  owners  of  the  several  car¬ 
goes,  have  duly  taken  the  most  solemn  oath  that  “tbeir  sole  cargoes 
were  salt,  and  that  their  destination  was  Beaufort,  N.  C.;  that  no  per¬ 
sons,  articles,  or  information  contraband  of  war  should  be  forwarded 
by  them,”  etc. 

I  have  learned  this  morning  that  two  of  the  aforenamed  vessels 
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have  violated  tlie  oaths,  and  have  entered  Wilmington,  N.  0.  Yester¬ 
day  a  Mr.  Thompson,  having  chartered  the  British  barken  tine  Rosa¬ 
lind,  came  to  me  to  procure  a  license  for  Beaufort.  The  captain,  Cecil 
Gardner,  having  exhibited  to  me  his  shipmaster’s  certificate  from  the 
British  admiralty,  and  both  himself  and  Mr.  Thompson  having  taken 
the  solemn  requisite  oaths  as  to  cargo  and  destination,  viz,  ‘‘salt,  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,”  I  granted  them  the  desired  license.  This  morning  I 
learn  from  a  man  in  my  confidence  that  the  Rosalind  will  endeavor  to 
elude  our  blockade  at  Charleston  or  Wilmington  New  Inlet.  If  this 
is  true  it  might  be  well  to  send  the  Rosalind  to  Key  West  to  have  her 
cargo  overhauled,  even  at  the  risk  of  our  Government  having  to  pay 
something  for  detention  and  damages. 

I  have  decided  now  to  issue  no  more  licenses  on  any  consideration 
whatever.  1  did  not  think  that  respectable  men  would  presume  to 
stand  up  and  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  take  a  solemn  oath  which  they 
intended  to  violate. 

Mr.  Thompson,  who  has  chartered  the  Rosalind ,  assured  me  that  he 
had  taken  a  contract  to  supply  lumber  and  fine  timber  from  Beaufort 
to  complete  a  large  church  which  has  been  erected  here,  but  which  has 
remained  unfinished  for  the  past  year,  owing  to  want  of  timber. 

With  hearty  wishes  for  the  full  success  of  the  West  India  Squadron, 
I  am,  truly,  etc., 


Saml.  Whiting, 

JJ.  8.  Consul. 

Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  or  any  Commander  op  IT.  S.  Cruisers. 


December  11,  1862. 

A  report  is  published  in  this  morning’s  papers  that  the  290 ,  jiirate 
Alabama ,  passed  the  Berninis  last  week,  and  that  Semmes  told  those 
who  boarded  his  vessel  “that  he  was  in  search  of  Admiral  Wilkes  and 
the  Wachusett .”  I  wish  him  all  success  in  the  search. 

You  will  see  by  the  newspapers  enclosed  that  Admiral  Milne,  K.  N., 
is  expected  here  daily  with  reenforcements  for  the  British  West  India 
Squadron. 

Whiting. 


December  13,  1862. 

Admiral  Milne  has  just  arrived.  The  Herald,  alias  Antonica ,  sailed 
for  Charleston.  Schooners  Rivet,  Florida ,  Rising  Dawn,  and  other 
small  craft  are  ready  for  sea,  to  run  the  blockade,  probably. 

Whiting, 

JJ.  S.  Consul. 

Steamer  Leopard  sails  to-morrow  with  new  captain,  Black. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8. 
San  Jacinto,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Chandler,  JJ.  8.  Navy, 
denying  rumored  attack  on  schooner  Mary  E.  Morgan  by  C.  8.  8.  Ala¬ 
bama  {290). 

II.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Off  the  Island  of  Barbados,  December  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  morning  I  called 
in  at  lioseau,  Island  of  Dominique  [Dominica],  and  sent  Lieutenant- 
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Commander  Chandler  on  shore  to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  schooner 
Mary  E.  Morgan ,  whom  I  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant  from 
Foiute  a  Pitre  as  having  been  chased  and  tired  into  by  the  Alabama , 
or  21)0.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  statement  made  by  that 
officer.  From  it  I  must  conclude  that  the  Alabama  has  not  been  in 
that  quarter,  nor  have  I  yet  learned  of  her  having  been  seen  around 
any  of  the  Windward  Islands  since  the  19th  of  November. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 
Roseau ,  Island  of  Dominica ,  December  9 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  went  on  shore  to  gain  information 
of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  but  in  the  absence  of  a  consul,  commer¬ 
cial  agent,  or  other  representative  of  the  Government,  1  was  obliged 
to  rely  upon  the  consignee  of  the  schooner  Mary  E.  Morgan  (which  was 
said  to  have  been  fired  at)  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  island,  whose 
reports  to  me  seem  vague  and  unreliable. 

The  consignee  of  the  Mary  E.  Morgan  informs  me  that  two  weeks 
ago,  as  that  vessel  was  coming  round  the  north  point  of  the  island,  a 
steamer  passed  her  and  fired  a  gun,  but  that  it  was  too  dark  for  him  to 
distinguish  what  class  of  vessel  she  was,  it  being  8  o’clock  at  night.  I 
asked  if  there  was  a  shot  fired,  but  the  captain  said  he  did  not  know. 

The  sergeant  who  had  the  guard  at  the  fort  told  me  that  the  steamer 
alluded  to  was  a  side-wheel  steamer,  as  he  and  his  comrades  distinctly 
heard  the  noise  of  the  paddle  wheels,  and  that  the  8  o’clock  gun  which 
is  regularly  fired  must  have  been  the  one  that  the  captain  of  the  Mary 
E.  Morgan  heard  and  in  his  fl  ight  attributed  to  the  .steamer. 

Several  gentlemen  remarked  to  me  that  they  did  not  believe  the 
Alabama  had  been  near  the  island,  aud  I  am  of  the  same  opinion. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  stating  the  ivhere- 
abouts  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  {290),  and  urging  vigilance. 

Navy  Department,  December  12, 1862. 
Sir:  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  fact,  of  which, 
however,  you  are  probably  aware,  that  the  Alabama,  or  290,  is  in  the 
West  Indies,  having  visited  Martinique  and  escaped  from  thereon  the 
night  of  the  19th  ultimo,  while  the  San  Jacinto  was  lying  outside. 
The  indications  are  that  Semmes  designs  resorting  to  his  old  haunts 
where,  with  the  Sumter,  he  destroyed  our  commerce  and  successfully 
eluded  our  cruisers. 
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Tlie  Department  relies  upon  you  to  adopt  every  measure  in  your 
power  to  overtake  and  capture  or  destroy  this  piratical  steamer  with¬ 
out  violating  neutral  territory  or  international  rights. 

I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Hear  Admiral  Chas.  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  Turtle  Harbor. 


Revort  of  Captain  Pickering ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kearsarge , 

of  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsarge, 

La  Carraca ,  Spain ,  December  13 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  liad  the  honor  to  address  the  Department  on  the  7th  ultimo 
in  relation  to  steps  taken  for  docking  ships,  etc.  I  have  now  to  state 
that  the  ship*  was  docked  on  the  1st  instant,  the  dock  having  been  in 
use  until  that  time.  1  should  sooner  have  informed  the  Department 
of  this  delay  but  that  I  was  in  daily  promise  and  expectation  of  the 
dock  being  vacated. 

I  herewith  respectfully  enclose  the  chief  engineer’s  report,  for  which 
I  have  been  impatiently  waiting,  but  which  could  not  possibly  be  sooner 
made  owing  to  many  and  extreme  difficulties  met  within  extracting  the 
shaft,  which  was  accomplished  this  p.  m.  When  the  dock  was  emptied 
and  the  ship’s  keel  exposed,  one  blade  of  the  propeller  was  discovered 
resting  upon  it.  In  connection  with  this  fact  1  would  respectfully  bring 
to  notice  of  the  Department  that  Spanish  screw  steamers  at  this  place 
have  two  stern  bearings,  oue  through  the  stern  post  and  the  other  in 
the  rudder  post,  with  propeller  revolving  between  them. 

As  my  present  position  is  an  expensive  one,  I  shall,  so  soon  as  prac¬ 
ticable,  plug  the  stern  bearing  and  haul  into  the  stream  until  the  shaft 
is  ready  for  shipping. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bell ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron,  to  Commander  Stanly ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S .  S. 
Narragansett,  urging  vigilance  in  protecting  United  Statesman  steamers. 


IT.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Panama ,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir:  When  you  are  in  all  respects  ready,  you  will  proceed  with  the 
I  .  S.  S.  Narragansett ,  under  your  command,  on  a  cruise  up  the  coasts 
of  Costa  liica,  Nicaragua,  [Sanj  Salvador,  Guatemala,  and  Mexico  as 
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far  north  as  the  port  of  Angeles,  which  is  in  about  longitude  97°  W. 
You  will  visit  the  ports  of  Punta  Arenas,  San  Juan  del  Sur,  Realejo, 
La  Union,  Acajutla,  San  Jose  de  Guatemala,  Port  [La]  Ventosa,  and 
Port  Guatulco. 

There  is  a  line  of  American  steamers  carrying  the  United  States 
mail  from  Panama  to  most  of  the  above-named  places,  as  far  north  as 
San  Jose  de  Guatemala,  and  it  is  important  to  touch  at  those  ports 
about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  these  steamers.  This  will  not  only 
give  them  protection,  but  will  give  an  opportunity  to  receive  and  dis¬ 
patch  all  letters  to  or  from  your  ship.  In  running  along  this  coast  it  is 
necessary  that  great  attention  should  be  observed  to  the  navigation  of 
your  ship,  as  the  latest  charts  are  reported  very  defective.  You  will, 
whenever  opportunity  occurs,  either  by  your  own  observations  or  from 
information  obtained  from  reliable  sources,  correct  such  errors,  report¬ 
ing  it  at  the  termination  of  your  cruise. 

It  is  reported  that  a  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  deserted  their  flag  and  become  traitors  to  their  country,  are 
scattered  along  this  coast,  inciting  those  who  have  capital  to  fit  out 
vessels  against  our  commerce,  and  for  this  purpose  to  seize  one  of  the 
mail  steamers,  should  an  opportunity  offer.  You  will  therefore  be  par¬ 
ticular  in  examining  every  vessel  you  may  encounter  on  which  there  is 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  their  character. 

I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  some  probability  of  political  disturb¬ 
ances  very  shortly  in  [San]  Salvador;  that,  in  a  movement  of  that  kind, 
they  expect  to  be  aided  by  the  Government  of  Nicaragua  and  Guate¬ 
mala,  and  that  the  first  step  taken  will  be  the  seizure  of  the  port  of  La 
Union.  Orders  have  been  given  by  the  agent  of  the  Panama  mail 
steamships  to  preserve  strict  neutrality  in  their  dealings  with  the  con¬ 
tending  parties ;  to  carry  neither  troops  nor  munitions  of  war  or,  in  fact, 
to  commit  no  act  which  could  compromise  them  in  any  manner  what¬ 
ever.  It  will  be  your  duty  when  you  meet  with  these  steamers  to  urge 
upon  their  respective  commanders  the  necessity  of  adhering  strictly  to 
these  injunctions. 

In  your  intercourse  with  the  officials,  as  well  as  private  citizens  of 
foreign  powers,  I  need  not  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
the  most  friendly  relations,  conceding  to  them  all  that  we  should  require 
for  ourselves  and  exacting,  but  in  the  most  courteous  manner,  all  that 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  fulfill  your  instructions  within  the  bounds  of 
international  law. 

If  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain  coal  you  may  extend  your  limits  to 
Acapulco,  but  it  is  probable  that  you  can  get  it  in  small  quantities  at 
Acajutla  and  Realejo.  In  paying  for  it  you  can  draw  bills  on  Pay¬ 
master  Dunn,  of  the  U.  S.  ship  St.  Mary's ,  at  Panama. 

You  will  return  to  Panama  between  the  1st  and  15th  of  March,  1863, 
where  instructions  will  await  you.  You  will  be  pleased  to  render  me 
an  account  of  your  movements  at  least  once  in  twenty  days,  directing 
your  letters  to  the  care  of  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Panama.  William  Nel¬ 
son,  esq.,  agent  of  the  Panama  mail  steamers,  has  informed  me  that 
anything  required  for  your  ship  will  be  transported  free  of  charge. 

In  the  hope  of  your  having  a  pleasant  cruise  and  a  safe  return  to  this 
anchorage, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  H.  Bell, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Commander  Fabius  Stanly,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Narragansett,  Panama. 
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Report,  of  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  l  .  8.  S.  Kear- 
sarge,  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer  of  TJ.  S.  store- 
ship  Release  to  comply  with  orders. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Kearsaege, 

La  Carraca ,  Spain,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  a  duty,  in  times  like  the  present,  to  acquaint  the 
Department  with  certain  facts  relative  to  the  movements  ot  the  1  .  S. 
storeship  Release.  Her  commander  was  ordered  on  the  30tli  of  Sep¬ 
tember  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar  and  watch  the  Sumter.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  Kearsarge  at  Gibraltar  from  the  Western  Islands  the  Release 
was  not  in  port  but  was  reported  to  have  sailed  for  Malaga.  I  requested 
the  consul  at  Gibraltar  to  telegraph  to  Captain  Upton  to  return  to  his 
station,  and  received  for  reply  that  he  would  return  immediately.  I 
am  informed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Release  that  the  ship  was 
painted  after  the  reception  of  this  telegram  and  remained  in  port  more 
than  a  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron,  of  continued  search  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama i  {290), 
and  urging  the  need  of  increased  force  for  that  purpose. 

IT.  S.  Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

[Havana,  Cuba,]  December  11, 1862. 
Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  and  during  the  day 
our  consul-general  received  information  that  the  Alabama  had  been  at 
Fort  Royal,  Martinique,  on  the  20th  [19th J  November.  I  leave  this 
p.  m.  in  search  of  her.  We  have  been  coaling  all  night. 

I  can  not  express  to  you  how  much  I  feel  the  want  of  force  here  at 
this  time;  it  would  have  made  her  capture  almost  certain.  I  have  by 
every  opportunity  urged  upon  the  Department  the  necessity  of  a  larger 
number  of  vessels,  at  least  to  have  sent  the  two,  the  Dacotah  and 
Cimarron ,  out  which  were  started  as  part  of  my  squadron,  or  to  have 
replaced  them  by  others,  but  I  have  seen  with  some  concern  that  no 
notice  has  been  taken  of  my  urgency,  and  the  time  has  now  come 
which  proves  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  my  views  or  representations 
to  you,  that  the  Alabama,  or  290,  would  come  to  recruit  in  these  seas 
and  will  probably  remain  in  these  waters  for  the  next  season,  and  we 
require  all  the  activity  to  hunt  her  up  and  capture  her.  But  you  must 
be  aware  this  can  not  be  done  without  a  sufficient  force,  and  all  acting 
in  unison  and  concert. 

1  now  possess  all  the  information  respecting  her  through  the  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  consul  at  Martinique  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
I  requested  the  consul-general  to  open,  it  being  inferred  in  the  consul’s 
letter  inclosing  it  that  its  contents  were  important.  I  see  by  it  that 
the  Agrippina  met  the  Alabama  off  that  port.  Her  first  destination 
was  the  Bahamas,  but  understanding  that  we  had  sufficient  force  there 
to  intercept  her,  and  were  keeping  a  careful  watch  on  all  the  reefs  and 
cays,  it  has  been  changed  to  Martinique,  and  from  thence  we  have 
only  surmises  of  the  destination  she  may  take,  and  these  are  of  some 
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account,  for  I  have  memorandums  of  Semmes  (which  he  wrote  while 
in. the  Sumter)  officially  giving  his  rendezvous  for  that  vessel,  and 
think  he  will  now  adopt  them  in  his  present  emergency. 

1  now  renew  the  request  for  more  vessels  of  sufficient  force  to  con¬ 
tend  with  her  singly  and  others  which  may  come,  and  with  renewed 
urgency  to  join  me  as  soon  as  possible.  I  shall  leave  orders  with  the 
consul-general,  in  view  of  their  coming,  what  destination  they  are 
intended  to  operate,  or  where  I  may  meet  them.  There  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  after  the  290  effects  her  coaling  and  repairs,  her  object 
will  be  the  capture,  if  possible,  of  the  California  boats.  We  must 
take  her  before,  if  possible.  We  shall  do  our  best.  I  leave  with  the 
Sonoma  this  evening  in  close  pursuit  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Cavendy ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.S.  bark 

Qemsbok,  of  assistance  rendered  to  transport  steamer  M,  Sandford 

U.  S.  Bark  Gemsbok, 

Turtle  Harbor ,  East  Florida,  December  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  observed  a  steamer  had  run 
upon  Carysfort  Beef,  near  the  light  house,  which  proved  to  be  the  M. 
Sandford ,  one  of  the  fleet  of  Major-General  Banks’  expedition,  having 
on  board  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-sixth  Begiment  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers,  E.  Cooke,  colonel,  commanding.  She  ran  up  her  ensign,  union 
down,  soon  after  striking.  I  immediately  dispatched  the  launch  with 
anchor  and  hawser  to  assist  her.  She  being  not  able  to  get  off,  I 
got  the  ship  underway  and  ran  down  for  her,  to  save  life  and  property. 
Anchored  as  near  as  safe  to  the  steamer  and  succeeded  in  transport¬ 
ing  the  most  of  her  troops,  to  the  number  of  500  officers  and  men,  with 
arms  and  baggage,  on  board  the  ship.  This  ship  being  full,  the  balance 
of  about  200  were  put  on  board  steamer  Blackstone,  which  came  up  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  from  Key  West.  On  the  lltli  at  noon  weighed 
anchor  and  proceeded  to  Key  West,  the  Blackstone  in  company.  On  the 
12th  disembarked  troops,  took  in  water,  and  sailed  13th  for  this  har¬ 
bor  and  reached  here  this  morning  at  8  o’clock. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edw.  Cavendy, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Bear- Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  u  Flying  Squadron?' 


Lnstructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Wilkes ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India  Squadron,  that  the  capture 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290)  must  be  the  first  consideration  of  his  com¬ 
mand. 

Navy  Department,  December  15, 1862. 
Sir:  Your  No.  15  and  No.  16,  of  November  24  and  25,  respectively, 
have  been  received.  The  Department  would  be  glad  to  increase  our 
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force  at  every  point  had  it  tlie  men  and  .ships.  As  it  is,  we  must  make 
the  most  of  the  force  we  have.  The  efficiency  of  the  blockade  must 
not  be  impaired,  and  at  this  season  the  squadrons  are  expected  and 
required  to  carry  on  offensive  operations.  These  matters  can  not  be 
dispensed  with. 

Your  operations  aredesigned  more  particularly  to  capture  the  piratical 
cruisers  and  vessels  carrying  contraband,  and  are,  therefore,  secondary 
to  the  great  object  of  the  blockade.  It  is  desirable  to  intercept  and 
break  up  the  illicit  traffic  aud  schemes  to  aid  the  insurgents,  but  the 
first  great  and  imperative  duty  of  your  command  is  the  capture  aud 
destruction  of  the  Alabama ,  or  290,  the  Oreto,  or  Florida ,  and  similar 
cruisers  of  a  semi-piratical  character  that  are  depredating  upon  our 
commerce.  You  have  already  been  advised  that  the  Alabama  is  in 
your  vicinity,  and  you  could  perform  no  duty  more  acceptable  to  the 
whole  country  than  her  capture  or  destruction.  Thus  far  no  important 
results  have  attended  your  presence  in  the  vicinity  of  Nassau.  It  has 
probably  made  the  illicit  traders  more  cautious  and  exasperated  the 
authorities,  but  has  effected  no  captures. 

It  will  be  well,  I  think,  that  you  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  visiting 
the  English  ports  during  the  excited  condition  of  the  colonial  authori¬ 
ties,  whose  sympathies,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive,  appear  to  be  almost 
exclusively  with  the  insurgents. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Eear- Admiral  Charles  Wtlkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  Turtle  Harbor. 


Letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul  at  Nassau ,  New  Providence ,  to  Acting  Bear- 
Admiral  Wilkes ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  West  India  Squadron ,  report¬ 
ing  the  presence  in  that  port  of  supposed,  blockade  runner  Giraffe. 


U.  S.  Consulate  at  Nassau,  New  Providence, 

December  19,  1862. 

Sir:  The  British-Confederate  steamer  Giraffe  has  just  arrived  from 
Liverpool,  England,  loaded  with  arms,  etc.,  and  is  said  to  be  destined 
to  run  the  blockade  to  some  Southern  port.  She  is  a  long,  low  vessel, 
painted  light-lead  color,  two  masts  and  two  pipes,  topsail  schooner 
rigged ;  masts  and  pipes  stand  very  raking  and  wide  apart.  She  is  said 
to  be  very  fast,  side-wheel,  and  she  went  up  the  harbor  at  clipper 
speed.  Duguid,  who  brought  out  the  Oreto ,  is  captain. 

Truly,  yours,  etc., 


Saml.  Whiting, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  etc.  TJ.  S.  Consul. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  of  the  sale  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  at  Gibraltar. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 
Algeciras,  Spain,  December  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter 
was  sold  at  Gibraltar  yesterday  for  the  sum  of  $19,500.  It  seems  that 
some  time  since  she  was  sold  to  private  parties,  natives  and  residents 
of  Gibraltar,  but  on  their  learning  that  the  TJ.  S.  consul  had  protested 
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against  the  sale  in  a  British  port  as  illegal,  and  the  lack  of  proper 
authority  for  the  sale,  the  parties  declined  (without  such  authority  and 
in  view  of  the  protest)  to  purchase,  therefore  the  sale  was  annulled.  I 
saw  the  document  annulling  the  sale.  About  the  11th  December  a 
telegram  was  received  by  Mr.  Chapman  (the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Sumter)  to  u  postpone  sale  for  the  10th;  your  friend  goes  out  by  the 
steamer  of  the  12th.”  The  Sumter  was  purchased  by  this  friend,  who 
arrived  on  the  17th  or  18th  in  the  mail  steamer  from  Southampton,  and 
so  far  as  I  can  learn  is  an  English  engineer,  supposed  to  be  directly  or 
indirectly  connected  with  the  so-called  Confederate  cause.  Her  guns, 
1  understand,  were  not  included  in  the  inventory  of  sale,  but  were 
presented  to  the  party  making  the  purchase.  Yesterday  (December 
19),  at  about  4:30  p.  in.,  her  ensign  and  pennant  were  hauled  down. 
Since  then  no  colors  have  been  shown. 

The  tenor  of  a  telegram  from  our  minister  at  Madrid  to  the  U.  S.  consul 
at  Gibraltar,  instructing  him  to  protest  against  the  sale  of  the  Sumter , 
I  conceive  (in  absence  of  any  further  orders  from  the  Department  than 
those  received  in  Washington)  to  be  sufficient  authority  for  me  still  to 
carry  out  my  original  instructions. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  St.  Thomas  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy , 
reporting  the  presence  in  port  of  the  Confederate  privateer  Retri 
bution. 

U.  S.  Consulate, 

St.  Thomas ,  December  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  this  day  forward  to  the  Department  of  State  information 
respecting  a  rebel  schooner  called  the  Retribution  that  left  this  port  on 
the  18th  instant.  The  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto  returned  this  morning  from 
an  unsuccessful  cruise  after  the  Alabama ,  and  immediately  started  m 
the  track  of  the  Retribution.  I  forward  with  this  a  dispatch  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Ronckendorff  to  yourself.  He  desired  me  to  call  your  particular 
attention  to  the  importance  of  having  a  small  fast  steamer  stationed 
at  this  place. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  activity  and  ear¬ 
nestness  of  Captain  Ronckendorff. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  T.  Edgar, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  U.  S.  Consul. 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 
S.  San  Jacinto ,  of  continued  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290),  trans¬ 
mitting  information  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Barbados ,  and  statement  of 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Keene,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

Island  of  St.  Thomas ,  December  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
from  our  consul  at  Barbados. 

1  proceeded  to  Cumaua,  on  the  main,  to  get  information,  as  it  was 
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understood  that  the  island  of  Blanquilla  was  not  inhabited.  Lieuten 
ant-Commander  Chandler  went  on  shore  and  called  on  the  governor, 
who  stated  that  he  had  no  information  of  the  Alabama  or  any  other 
rebel  vessel  being  on  the  coast  or  its  vicinity  for  the  last  eight  or  nine 
months.  About  that  time  a  bark  arrived  showing  the  Confederate 
flag.  This  was  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  instant.  I  left  and  steamed 
over  to  the  island  of  Blanquilla,  arriving  off  of  it  at  4  o’clock  a.  m.  on 
the  15tli  instant,  and  anchored  at  8  a.  m.  Sent  Master’s  Mate  Keene 
on  shore,  who  learned  from  three  men  who  inhabited  the  island  that 
the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  had  left  there  between  6  and  7  o’clock  the 
previous  evening,  and  stood  to  the  northward.  I  immediately  got 
underway  and  followed  in  that  direction,  arriving  at  Sombrero  on  the 
18th  instant,  from  thence  to  this  place. 

For  particulars  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Keene,  herewith  enclosed. 

I  arrived  here  at  9 :50  a.  m.  and  received  information  that  a  pirate 
schooner  had  sailed  from  this  place  on  the  18th  instant.  I  proceed  at 
once  in  search  of  her. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Bonckendorfp, 

Commander . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosures.] 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America, 

Barbados,  December  11,  1862. 

Sir:  The  royal  mail  steamer  Trent  arrived  this  a.  m.  from  Trini¬ 
dad,  having  left  that  island  on  the  8th  instant.  The  captain  of  the  Trent 
reports  verbally  that  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  had  been  at  the  island 
of  Blanquilla,  and  taken  from  a  vessel  there  several  h  undred  tons  of 
coal;  that  there  were  also  two  whaling  vessels  (American)  at  said 
island;  that  the  captain  of  the  Alabama  took  the  captains  of  the  two 
whaling  vessels  and  confined  them  for  five  days,  but  did  not  destroy 
the  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Trowbridue, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

Commander  Wm.  Bonckendorff, 

U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto. 


U.  S.  Ship  San  Jacinto, 

December  16,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  herewith  give  you  the  answers 
to  the  questions  that  were  asked  at  the  time  I  was  sent  on  shore  to  the 
island  of  Blanquilla  to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  rebel  steamer 
Alabama. 

According  to  orders,  I  took  with  me  two  seamen,  one  that  could  speak 
Spanish,  the  other  French,  one  named  James  Smith  and  the  other  Henry 
Williams.  Williams,  although  he  could  not  speak  Spanish,  could  under¬ 
stand  it  very  well,  and  knew  all  and  interpreted  part  that  was  said.  I 
found  the  people  to  be  Spanish.  I  asked  the  following  questions : 
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Question.  Have  there  been  any  suspicious  looking  vessels,  or  any 
vessels  at  all,  at  this  island  lately"? 

Answer.  Yes;  therc*was  a  steamer  left  here  last  night. 

Question.  What  was  her  rig? 

Answer.  Bark  rigged. 

Question.  Did  she  hoist  a  Hag! 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Can  you  describe  it"? 

Answer.  It  was  a  flag  with  three  broad  stripes,  and  as  near  as  they  could  count 
from  there  it  had  five  stars  in  it. 

Question.  Where  did  she  belong? 

Answer.  American,  South . 

Question.  Southern  States? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  her  name? 

Answer.  Yes;  one  of  the  crew  said  it  was  the  Alabama.  They  then  went  on  of 
their  own  accord  and  told  that  the  crew  were  on  shore  and  acted  like  the  devil ;  that 
they  had  all  kinds  of  arms  and  that  they  shot  everything  they  could  see — cattle, 
sheep,  goats,  etc. ;  that  they  had  plenty  of  gold  and  silver  and'that  they  paid  for 
most  everything  they  shot. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  looking  man  was  the  captain? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him;  he  was  not  on  shore  at  all. 

Question.  How  long  did  she  lie  here? 

Answer.  She  was  here  five  or  six  days  in  all ;  she  was  here  some  time  waiting  when 
a  bark  arrived  and  she  took  in  coal  from  her,  oil'  that  point  (pointing  at  the  same 
time  with  his  finger  toward  a  small  point  of  land). 

Question.  Describe  the  bark. 

Answer.  She  had  painted  ports  and  hailed  from  Liverpool. 

Question.  Which  way  did  the  Alabama  go  when  she  left  here? 

Answer.  After  she  was  done  coaling  up  she  commenced  to  get  up  steam,  when  a 
schooner  hove  in  sign-  when  she  immediately  got  underway,  and  the  last  we  saw  of 
her  she  went  around  that  point  of  land  in  chase  of  the  schooner  (pointing  at  the 
same  time  tow'arel  the  north  point  of  the  island)  to  the  northward. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  of  where  she  was  bound  from  here? 

Answer.  No.  She  went  past  that  point  of  land  to  the  northward  and  that  was 
the  last  I  saw  of  her. 

Question.  What  time  did  the  bark  leave? 

Answer.  She  got  underway  at  the  same  time  that  the  Alabama  did,  but  steered  off 
in  the  opposite  direction. 

Question.  How  many  yards  had  she  on  her  masts? 

Answer.  She  had  two  on  her  two  forward  masts  and  room  enough  for  one  more  on 
each  mast. 

Question.  How  many  people  are  there  on  the  island? 

Answer.  Three  men  besides  what  there  is  here  (there  being  three  men  and  one 
woman  in  the  hut  we  were  in). 

Question.  Are  there  any  houses  besides  this? 

Answer.  Yes;  two  more. 

The  question  was  again  asked,  what  time  did  she  leave  here? 

Answer.  Between  6  and  7  o’clock  last  night. 
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Question.  Were  you  glad  when  they  left? 

Answer.  Yes,  because  we  were  afraid  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  lights  at  night,  or  did  'they  destroy  any 
vessels  while  they  were  about  here? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  did  not  hear  of  any. 

I  then  thanked  them  for  their  information  and  returned  on  board,  as 
I  had  asked  them  all  the  questions  which  they  would  be  apt  to  know 
about  and  that  would  be  of  any  service  to  us.  I  was  convinced  that 
they  told  the  truth,  for  they  were  a  poor,  indolent  looking  set,  and  all 
they  appeared  to  know  about  was  what  they  see  around  them,  and  that 
was  not  much,  as  they  did  not  grow  anything  of  any  kind  that  I  could 
see.  They  lived  in  a  small  hut  and  were  dressed  very  poorly  and  not 
half  dressed  at  that.  They  appeared  to  get  their  living  by  raising  cat¬ 
tle,  etc.,  of  which  there  was  plenty  on  the  island.  Believing  1  have 
stated  everything  which  is  of  any  consequence,  I  subscribe  myself 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  T.  Keene, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Commander  Wm.  Ronckendorff, 

U.  8.  Ship  San  Jacinto.] 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican ,  of 
cruise  in  search  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

D.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

St.  Vincent ,  Cape  Verde  [Islands],  December  20,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ihe 
arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  at  the  Cape  Verde;  all  well.  We  com 
pleted  the  repairs  on  the  machinery  of  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of 
the  12th  November,  and  sailed  from  Bermuda  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  shaping  our  course  so  as  to  intercept  vessels  bound  across  the 
line,  and  continued  to  cruise  on  this  line  until  the  11th  December,  when 
I  hauled  up  for  the  Cape  Verde.  1  boarded  four  vessels  on  my  voyage 
to  this  place,  all  from  foreign  ports  and  bound  for  Europe,  none  of 
which  had  any  news  of  290. 

1  have  made  careful  enquiries  at  these  islands  and  find  that  the  290 
had  not  visited  any  of  them;  nor  lias  she  made  any  arrangements  for 
coaling.  The  only  coal  to  be  obtained  is  at  St.  Vincent,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  a  good  lookout  at  this  port.  These  islands  are 
very  isolated  and  we  have  to  depend  entirely  on  the  news  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish  mail  steamers,  which  arrive  monthly.  I  have  filled  up  with  coal 
at  this  port,  and  have  purchased  one  month’s  salt  provisions,  this  being 
all  that  could  be  obtained  on  the  islands.  I  now  have  provisions  on 
board  to  last  me  until  the  15th  of  April;  at  that  time  I  shall  require 
more.  Be  pleased  to  advise  me  on  this  subject. 

I  shall  leave  for  Porto  Pray  a  as  soon  as  the  mail  arrives,  and  remain 
there  a  few  days,  and  then  sail  on  a  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cape 
Verde,  but  toward  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  returning  to  this  place  in 
about  one  month  or  six  weeks.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  reliable  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  290  I  shall  be  off  in  chase.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
state  that  1  have  good  officers  and  men,  and  that  they  are  all  well 
drilled  in  their  various  duties,  and  the  Mohican  is  in  every  way  ready 
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to  make  short  work  of  the  290,  if  we  are  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with 
her. 

1  have  communicated  with  the  consuls  at  the  different  places  that 
I  have  visited.  They  have  no  information  in  relation  to  the  290.  I 
will  forward  their  letters  by  the  first  vessel  bound  home.  The 
engineers  of  this  ship  are  gaining  more  experience  daily,  and  I  hope 
in  time  they  will  acquit  themselves  with  more  credit  than  they  did  on 
leaving  Philadelphia. 

When  this  vessel  is  full  of  coal  and  provisions  she  is  very  slow,  and 
labors  very  heavily  in  a  seaway;  but  as  we  use  the  coal  out  she 
improves  in  her  speed.  When  we  have  used  up  about  100  tons  of 
coal  we  can  get  10  knots  with  a  fair  wind  and  steam. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o  f  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  7).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  II.  8.  8. 

Chippewa ,  of  further  information  obtained  regarding  the  sale  of  the  C. 

8.  8.  Sum  ter. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

A  Igeciras,  Spain ,  December  21,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  communication,  giving  you  the  information  of  the 
sale  of  the  Sumter ,  I  stated  that  she  was  purchased  by  an  English 
engineer.  It  seems  that  I  was  misinformed  on  this  point,  and  have 
since  learned  from  our  consul  at  Gibraltar  that  the  purchaser  was  an 
Englishman  named  Mileba  G.  Klingander;  lie  was  accompanied  by  an 
engineer.  Yesterday,  about  2  p.  m.,  the  Sumter  hoisted  the  English 
flag.  The  general  opinion  at  Gibraltar,  as  I  learn  from  our  consul,  is 
that  the  sale  was  bona  fide.  It  is  the  impression  here  that  when  the 
Sumter  is  ready  to  leave  Gibraltar  she  will  be  escorted  by  a  homeward- 
bound  English  vessel  of  war.  Under  these  altered  circumstances  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  for  instructions 
as  to  how  I  am  to  act.  The  party  who  purchased  has  telegraphed  to 
England  for  a  master  for  the  Sumter. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Conditional  orders  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  West  India  Squadron ,  to  Commander  Stevens,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sonoma ,  regarding  the  search  for  the  C.  S.  S. 
Alabama  (290). 

conditional  orders. 


Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Grand  Cayman ,  December  21,  1862. 

Sir:  It  is  my  intention  to  go  to  Cienfuegos  direct  as  possible.  The 
boilers  of  the  steamer  are  in  such  a  condition  that  I  may  not  be  able 
123a - 38 
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to  get  there,  in  which  event  1  shall  make  signal  to  you  to  proceed  to 
Cienfuegos,  while  I  will  proceed  to  Cape  San  Antonio,  to  cruise  off 
there  until  my  coal  is  barely  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  reach  The 
Havannah. 

On  your  arrival  at  Cienfuegos  you  will  immediately  communicate  with 
the  consul,  and  will  do  it  more  readily  by  proceeding  at  once  up  to  the 
city.  You  will  open  any  letters  (public)  for  me  from  Mr.  Shufeldt  and 
answer  them.  Should  you  hear  anything  of  the  Alabama ,  or  that  she 
is  expected,  you  have  reason  to  believe  is  reliable,  you  will  remain  or 
take  such  action  as  may  seem  to  you  best,  to  communicate  with  me  off 
Cape  San  Antonio,  andnotify  the  consul  at  Havana.  In  case  of  a  want 
of  coal  you  can  supply  yourself  at  Cienfuegos.  Should  the  Alabama 
have  touched  or  been  at  Cienfuegos  you  will  not  suffer  her  to  escape 
you  even  in  neutral  waters,  for  she  is  to  be  received  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  a  pirate. 

If  you  are  detained  at  Cienfuegos  I  shall  hear  of  it  at  the  The  Havau- 
nah,  whither  I  must  go  to  coal,  and  with  which  place,  through  the 
consul,  you  will  keep  me  informed  by  a  few  words  or  letters  through 
the  telegraph. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sonoma ,  West  India  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bell ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  Pacific 
Squadron ,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  regarding  the  building  in  Eng¬ 
land  of  a  Confederate  privateer  for  use  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster, 

Panama ,  December  22 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
December  6,  1862,  enclosing  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Quebec. 

A  report  reached  here  not  long  since,  from  a  source  considered  cred¬ 
ible,  that  an  officer  from  Virginia,  formerly  a  commander  in  our  Navy, 
was  preparing  a  formidable  vessel  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  prey¬ 
ing  on  our  commerce  in  this  ocean.  I  was  induced  from  this  report  to 
proceed  to  Valparaiso  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
some  information  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Your  letter,  with  its  enclos¬ 
ure,  would  seem  to  confirm  the  report,  and  will  hasten  my  departure, 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  delayed  beyond  January  5,  1863/ 

It  is  the  want  of  funds  which  detains  us  at  present,  but  I  expect  by 
the  steamer  which  is  to  arrive  from  San  Francisco  on  the  4th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  sufficient  for  the  present  wants  of  the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  Bell, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Pacific  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 
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Letter  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  East 
Gulf  Squadron,  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  Z7.  $.  Navy ,  command¬ 
ing  West  India  Squadron,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  mail  steamer 
Ariel. 

IT .  S.  Flagship  St.  Lawrence, 

Key  West,  December  23,  1862. 

Sir:  The  mail  steamer  Ariel  arrived  last  night  from  Aspinwall  and 
reports  that  on  the  7tli  instant,  between  the  east  end  of  Cuba  and  Sau 
Domingo,  she  was  chased  and  captured  by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama. 
Major  Garland,  seven  subalterns  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Commander  Sar- 
tori  and  Lieutenant  Steece,  of  the  Navy,  who  were  passengers,  and  140 
marines  were  released  on  parole. 

In  consequence  [of  J  the  Ariel's  having  on  board  some  GOO  passengers, 
about  one  half  of  them  being  women  and  children,  Captain  Raphael 
Semmes  took  from  her  about  $10,000,  her  freight,  and  ransomed  her, 
allowing  Captain  A.  G.  Jones  to  proceed  on  his  voyage.  Captain  Jones 
represents  the  Alabama  as  lying  in  wait  for  the  treasure  steamer  from 
Aspinwall,  and  he  heard  a  report  before  he  left  Aspinwall  that  a  steamer 
answering  the  description  of  the  Alabama  was  lying  at  or  off  Porto 
[Puerto]  Bello  [United  States  of  Colombia].  I  have  nothing  in  port 
suitable  to  send  after  her.  The  Ariel  left  the  treasure  which  was  to 
have  come  by  her  on  the  isthmus. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Theodorus  Bailey, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  etc. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Charles  Wilkes, 

Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
transmitting  correspondence  with  authorities  at  Bermuda,  West  Indies, 
regarding  repairs  to  that  vessel,  also  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neu¬ 
trality. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Porto  Praya,  December  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  his  Excellency 
the  governor  of  Bermuda,  with  his  answer,  and  also  the  Queen’s  proc¬ 
lamation.  While  at  Bermuda  every  facility  was  given  to  me  to  expe¬ 
dite  the  repairs  on  the  machinery  of  this  vessel,  by  Captain  Glasse,  of 
the  royal  dockyard.  Nearly  all  the  work  was  done  on  board  of  this 
vessel;  what  was  done  in  the  dockyard  could  not  be  done  onboard, 
and  was  paid  for  by  us,  amounting  to  less  than  $40.  I  filled  up  with 
water  and  coal  and  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  November,  in 
search  of  290,  or  the  Alabama. 

The  coal  received  at  Bermuda  was  coal  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul.  I  should  have  sent  these 
communications  sooner,  but  no  safe  opportunity  has  offered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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[Enclosures.  | 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
Bermuda ,  November  4,  18(42. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  having  put 
into  these  islands  with  the  machinery  of  my  vessel  disabled,  it  will 
probably  require  some  six  days  to  complete  my  repairs,  and  having 
been  detained  on  the  passage  by  the  trouble  indicated,  I  would  wish 
your  permission  to  take  on  board  100  tons  of  coal  and  3,200  gallons  of 
water,  which  is  all  the  supplies  I  shall  require.  It  is  my  intention  to 
leave  here  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and  to  proceed  direct  to  the 
Cape  Yerde  Islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

His  Excellency  H.  St.  George  Ord, 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief)  Bermuda. 


Government  House,  Bermuda ,  November  4,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day’s  date,  acquainting  me  that,  being  on  your  way  to  the  Gape 
Verde  Islands  and  having  been  obliged  to  put  into  these  islands,  the 
machinery  of  your  vessel  being  disabled,  it  wfill  probably  require  some 
six  days  to  complete  repairs;  and  having  been  detained  on  the  passage 
by  the  trouble  above  indicated,  you  request  permission  to  take  on  board 
100  tons  of  coal  and  3,200  gallons  of  water,  being  all  the  supplies  you 
require,  after  which  it  is  your  intention  to  leave  this  at  the  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  moment,  and  proceed  to  your  destination. 

In  the  interview  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with  you  yesterday,  I  stated 
that  I  had  much  pleasure  in  granting  you  permission  to  remain  here 
until  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  machinery  of  your  vessel  were  com¬ 
pleted,  and  that  I  felt  confident  Captain  Glasse,  the  senior  naval  offi¬ 
cer,  would  be  glad  to  render  you  any  assistance  in  his  power  toward 
this  end.  Captain  Glasse  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  also  supply  you  with 
the  water  of  which  you  are  in  need. 

With  respect  to  the  coal,  although  the  instructions  issued  by  her 
Majesty  for  the  maintenance  of  neutrality,  copy  of  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  fonvard  to  you  the2diustant,  prohibited  the  supply  of  coal  to 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  or  Confederate  States,  except  to 
the  extent  that  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  them  to  the  nearest  port  of 
their  own  country  or  some  nearer  destination;  yet,  as  the  object  of 
these  instructions  is  unquestionably  to  avoid  aiding  the  warlike  pur¬ 
poses  of  either  belligerent,  and  as  you  inform  me  that  you  are  not 
directly  engaged  in  belligerent  operations  against  the  Confederate 
States,  but  are  proceeding  to  a  foreign  station  in  the  performance  of 
ordinary  duty,  1  conceive  I  shall  not  be  transgressing  the  spirit  of  these 
instructions  in  granting  you  permission  to  supply  yourself  with  100 
tons  of  coal  from  the  source  of  St.  George,  which  you  yesterday  indi¬ 
cated  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant- 

H.  St.  George  Ord, 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Government  House, 

Mount  Langton ,  Bermuda ,  November  1 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  being  fully  determined 
to  observe  the  duties  of  neutrality  during-  the  existing  hostilities 
between  the  United  States  and  the  States  calling  themselves  u  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,”  and  being,  moreover,  resolved  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  use  of  her  Majesty’s  harbors,  ports,  and 
coasts,  and  waters  within  her  Majesty’s  territorial  jurisdiction,  in  aid 
of  the  warlike  purposes  of  either  belligerent,  I  am  commanded  to  com¬ 
municate  for  your  information  and  guidance  extracts  from  certain  rules 
laid  down  by  her  Majesty’s  orders  and  directions,  and  which  came  in 
force  in  these  islands  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  St.  George  Ord, 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Captain  Oliver  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mohican ,  Grassy  Bay ,  Bermuda. 


Order  of  Commodore  Ringgold ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Sabine , 
to  Captain  Glisson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  island  of  Fogo  in  search  of  C.  8.  8.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Porto  Praya,  Santiago,  Cape  Verde,  December  25,  1862. 
Sir  :  By  the  arrival,  an  hour  or  two  since,  of  the  French  schooner 
Fovette,  three  days  from  the  island  of  Fogo,  information  is  received 
from  passengers  on  board  of  a  report  prevailing  there  that  on  Tuesday 
last  a  boat  from  an  American  whaleship,  lying  to  off  the  harbor,  came 
in  and  reported  the  capture,  on  the  day  previous,  of  an  American 
whaling  bark  off  the  north  end  of  Fogo  by  a  steamer  without  colors, 
supposed  to  be  the  Alabama ,  or  290.  Under  the  circumstances  I  sug¬ 
gest  to  you  to  proceed,  without  a  moment’s  delay,  in  the  Mohican,  to 
the  town  of  Luz,  on  the  west  side  of  Fogo,  and  ascertain  all  the  par¬ 
ticulars,  and  whether  the  report  referred  to  has  foundation,  in  order 
that  you  may  act  as  circumstances  may  demand.  Our  consul,  Mr. 
Morse,  now  being  at  Brava,  in  close  proximity  with  Fogo,  it  may  be 
to  your  advantage  to  communicate  with  him,  should  it  not  interfere  with 
the  celerity  of  your  movements. 

If  the  Alabama  should  prove  to  be  in  this  vicinity,  it  is  probable  she 
may  look  in  at  Porto  Grande,  this  place,  or  at  one  of  the  other  islands; 
I  therefore  also  suggest  to  you  to  look  into  Porto  Grande  and  other  ports, 
particularly  Mordeira  Bay,  in  Sal  and  English  Boads,  and  Bonavista, 
before  you  return  to  this  place.  I  propose  to  remain  at  anchor  here,  or 
cruise  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  as  circumstances  may  best  justify,  until 
I  can  communicate  with  you  again,  after  you  shall  have  made  the  inves¬ 
tigations  suggested,  as  I  thiuk  it  probable  the  Alabama  may  appear  off 
this  harbor. 

The  American  brig  Eastern  State,  from  Boston,  now  here,  being 
loaded  with  provisions,  would  be  an  easy  prey  and  valuable  prize  to 
the  Alabama,  in  the  defenseless  condition  of  the  forts,  the  authorities 
being  without  powder  sufficient  to  return  the  salute  I  proposed,  and, 
while  I  can  protect  her,  I  hold  a  commanding  position,  from  which  I 
can  doubtless  act  with  greater  advantage  than  if  I  were  to  leave  the 
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port  unprotected.  Should  you  fortunately  encounter  the  Alabama ,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  disposition  you  will  make  of  her,  and,  wishing 
you  all  success, 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Commodore ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  XL  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mohican. 


Capture  of  the  English  schooner  Mont  Blanc ,  December  25 ,  1862. 


Report  of  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  of  the  capture  by 
that  vessel  of  the  English  schooner  Mont  Blanc. 


Sir: 

#  *  # 


U.  S.  S.  Octorara, 

At  Sea ,  December  26,  1862. 

#  #  *  * 


Also  on  the  25th  instant,  about  1J  miles  N.  E.  of  Sand  Cay,  in  lati¬ 
tude  about  26°  49'  N.  and  longitude  about  79°  W.,  the  south¬ 
west  end  of  Great  Bahama  Island  bearing  southerly  about  7§  miles, 
the  English  schooner  Mont  Blanc,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence,  of 
about  10  tons,  from  Green  Turtle  Cay,  bound  to  Port  Eoyal,  S.  C., 
with  85  bags  of  salt.  She  had  a  crew  of  five  persons,  and  her  cap 
tain,  Azariah  Curry,  confessed  to  having  been  near  the  mouth  of 
Indian  Eiver,  from  which  place  he  had  been  driven  by  stress  of 
weather.  Her  ownership,  cargo,  rate  of  wages  for  captain  and  crew, 
destination,  and  size  are  some  of  the  reasons  for  her  seizure.  I  will 
send  her  to  Key  West,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  L.  G.  Cook,  for 
adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Endorsement., 

Forwarded,  and  attention  requested  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tures  was  made  within  a  marine  league  of  one  of  the  keys  of  the 
Bahamas,  over  which  the  English  claim  jurisdiction. 

T.  Bailey, 

Acting  Bear-Admiral. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Collins,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Octorara,  censuring  him  for  infringement  of  laws  of  neutrality  in  the  capture  of  the  English 
schooner  Mont  Blanc. 

Navy  Department,  May  18, 1863. 
Sir:  In  the  case  of  the  British  schooner  Mont  Blanc,  seized  by  you 
on  the  25th  of  December  last,  within  a  marine  league  of  one  of  the  cays 
of  the  Bahamas,  over  which  the  English  Government  claims  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  and  sent  to  Key  West,  where  she  was  restored  to  her  owners 
without  trial— the  seizure  being  so  manifestly  illegal— a  claim  has  been 
made  for  compensation  for  the  wrong  committed,  and  the  President  has 
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admitted  the  justice  of  it  and  given  assurances  that  due  reparation  will 
be  made  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel. 

In  announcing  this  fact,  I  am  required  to  communicate  to  you  that 
you  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  President  by  seizing  the  Mont 
Blanc  within  British  waters,  in  violation  of  neutral  rights  and  against 
the  well-known  instructions  of  this  Department,  and  to  say  that  a 
repetition  of  such  proceedings  will  be  visited  with  more  severe  and 
effective  censure.  The  Department  can  not  but  think  that  the  seizure 
was  made  without  due  consideration  of  the  impropriety  of  it  and  the 
consequences  that  might  ensue. 

I  enjoin  upon  you  to  be  more  cautious,  and  by  no  means  infringe  upon 
the  territorial  waters  of  friendly  and  neutral  nations.  Enclosed  is  a 
copy  of  the  circular  letter  of  the  Department,  of  the  18tli  of  August  last, 
upon  that  subject,  which  you  will  carefully  observe  in  all  of  its  particu¬ 
lars. 


I  am,  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  N.  Collins, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Octorara ,  West  India  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  in  response  to  the 
charge  of  the  illegal  capture  of  the  English  schooner  Mont  Blanc. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Octorara, 

Key  West ,  July  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  of  May  last,  in  relation  to  the  illegal  seizure  by  me  of  the 
British  schooner  Mont  Blanc  within  1  marine  league  of  one  of  the  cays 
of  the  Bahamas,  over  which  the  English  Government  claim  jurisdiction. 
1  am  informed  that  I  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of  thie  President 
by  seizing  the  Mont  Blanc  within  British  waters,  in  violation  of  neutral 
rights  and  against  the  well  known  instructions  of  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  that  the  Department  can  but  think  that  the  seizure  was 
made  without  due  consideration  of  the  impropriety  of  it  and  the  con¬ 
sequences  that  might  ensue. 

In  answer  I  respectfully  submit  that  in  seizing  the  Mont  Blanc , 
about  miles  distance  from  Sand  Cay,  as  1  reported  at  the  time  to 
the  Navy  Department,  I  did  so  in  accordance  with  the  verbal  instruc¬ 
tions  of  Admiral  Wilkes,  whose  full  verbal  approval  of  the  act  I  had, 
even  after  the  vessel  had  been  restored  to  her  owners. 

Trusting  that  this  very  clear  case  of  carrying  out  the  instructions  of 
my  immediate  superior  will  fully  justify  my  course  before  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  the  Navy  Department, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

[Endorsement.] 

He  should  have  required  a  written  order  Irom  Admiral  Wilkes  to 
violate  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary. 


[Fox.] 
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Supplementary  report  of  Commander  Collins,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Octorara,  in  the 

matter  of  the  illegal  capture  of  the  English  schooner  Mont  Blanc,  transmitting  the  final 

decision  of  the  district  court  of  Florida. 

U.  S.  S.  Octorara, 

Key  West,  July  8,  1863. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  censure  of  the  18th  of  May  last,  for 
the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Mont  Blanc ,  1  beg  leave  to  make 
this  supplementary  answer: 

1.  In  receiving  verbal  instructions  from  Acting  Bear-Admiral  C. 
Wilkes,  by  which  I  was  to  be  governed  in  making  captures  about  the 
Bahama  Banks,  I  was  informed  that  I  need  not  consider  rocks,  small 
patches  of  sand,  or  small  uninhabited  cays  as  neutral  territory,  and 
that  he  would  authorize  me  to  make  captures  within  3  miles  of  such 
places,  provided  they  were  good  prizes  in  other  respects. 

2.  Sand  Cay  is  a  small,  uninhabited  inlet. 

3.  By  the  final  decision  of  Judge  Marvin,  a  copy  of  which  is  here¬ 
with  enclosed,  it  is  stated  there  was  probable  cause  for  capture  and 
detention,  and  that  each  party  pay  their  own  costs. 

Trusting  that  the  statements  in  this  and  my  other  letter  will  fully 
relieve  me  from  all  blame  by  the  President  and  the  Navy  Department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  Collins, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

DISTRICT  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  FOR  THE  SOUTHERN  DISTRICT 

OF  FLORIDA. 

The  United  States  i 

vs.  [>  Prize. 

The  Schooner  Mont  Blanc  and  cargo.  ) 

FINAL  ORDER. 

This  cause  having  come  on  to  be  heard,  it  is  ordered,  by  consent  of , 
all  the  parties  in  interest,  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  be  restored  to  the 
claimant  for  the  benefit  of  whom  it  may  concern;  that  there  was  prob¬ 
able  cause  for  the  capture  and  detention  of  the  vessel,  and  that  each 
party  pays  his  own  costs.  ^ 

Wm,  Marvin, 

Entered  January  19,  1863.  Judge. 

A  true  copy.  Attest:  George  D.  Allen, 

Clerk. 


Report  of  Captain  Clendy ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  ship  Saratoga, 

of  arrival  at  Philadelphia. 

U.  S.  S.  Saratoga, 

Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  December  27,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  after  a  pas¬ 
sage  of  thirty-seven  days  from  Lisbon. 

*  *##### 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  M.  Glendy, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Captain. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Commander  Bryson ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa , 
relative  to  steamer  Sumter's  getting  underway ,  and  change  of  name  to 
Gibraltar. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Chippewa, 

Off  Algecir as,  December  27,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  24th  instant,  at 
about  12:30  p.  m.,  the  Sumter  got  underway  an  1  stood  out  toward  the 
straits,  keeping  within  English  waters.  I  immediately  started  in  pur¬ 
suit  and  kept  within  range  of  her,  but  on  reaching  Europa  Point  she 
turned  and  stood  to  her  former  anchorage.  I  have  since  been  informed 
that  it  was  nominally  a  trial  trip,  but  that  she  would  have  at  once 
proceeded  to  sea  if  1  had  made  no  demonstration.  I  am  informed  also 
that  she  has  received  a  master  here,  and  that  the  owners  have  applied 
to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar  for  an  escort  and  a  British  register  for  her 
under  the  name  of  the  u  Gibraltar,  of  Gibraltar,”  which  name  has  been 
painted  in  large  white  letters  on  her  stern.  From  the  same  source  I 
learn  that  the  governor  has  refused  to  give  her  a  register  until  such 
time  as  he  shall  receive  an  answer  to  a  telegram  sent  by  him  to  London 
in  relation  to  the  matter.  This  answer  is  expected  about  the  29th  of 
the  month.  Her  rig  remains  unchanged,  but  she  has  a  broad  white 
streak  around  the  upper  part  of  her  hull,  and  another  around  the  top 
of  her  smokestack.  With  these  exceptions  her  general  appearance  is 
the  same  as  before. 

Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  received  no  reply  from  Mr.  Adams,  by 
telegraph  or  otherwise,  nor  do  I  at  this  late  day  expect  any  in  time  to 
profit  by  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Bryson, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 

December  28,  1862. 

Direct  the  Alabama  to  proceed  without  delay  to  St.  Thomas  and 
report  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes.  Should  he  be  absent  on  his 
arrival,  Commander  Nichols  will  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  290  in  such  direc¬ 
tion  as  he  may  probably  fall  in  with  her. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


Order  and  instructions  from  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Boston,  to 
Commander  Nichols,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Alabama,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies ,  and  cruise  in  pursuit  of  the  290  ( C.  8. 
S.  Alabama). 

Commandant’s  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Boston ,  December  28,  1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
under  your  command,  to  St.  Thomas,  and  report  to  Acting  Rear- Ad- 
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niiral  Wilkes.  Should  Admiral  Wilkes  be  absent  on  your  arrival,  you 
will  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  290  in  such  direction  as  you  may  consider  it 
most  probable  that  you  will  fall  in  with  her. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commandant. 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  Navy  Yard ,  Boston. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  West  India 
Squadron,  to  R.  J.  y  Patrullo ,  esq.,  U.  S.  consul,  Merida,  Mexico ,  rela¬ 
tive  to  steamer  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Wachusett, 

At  Mugeres  Island,  December  29,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  an  affair  that  has  taken  place 
at  this  point.  On  my  arrival  here  day  before  yesterday  1  found  the 
steamer  Virginia ,  Captain  Johnson,  here.  Captain  Johnson  has  lately 
come  from  The  Havaunakin  the  schooner  Pepita,  with  various  articles 
necessary  for  the  .steamer,  which  were  sold  by  the  parties  representing 
the  owners  to  Mr.  Francis  P.  Drain,  who  has  come  here  and  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  the  steamer.  She  arrived  under  Spanish  colors,  and  has 
been  detained  by  the  Mexican  authorities  as  a  slaver,  of  which  there 
is  no  proof  whatever.  She  has  been  thoroughly  examined  by  my  offi¬ 
cers,  and  we  have  discovered  papers,  and  also  the  certificate  of  the 
captain  that  she  is  now  and  has  been  bought  for  a  Confederate  vessel, 
and  is  intended  to  operate  against  the  United  States,  and  is  therefore 
a  good  prize  to  us,  if  met  at  sea.  I  have  signed  an  agreement  with 
the  officer  here  to  put  a  guard  on  board  for  her  protection  against  the 
rebel  crew,  and  to  protect  the  property,  and  to  hold  the  vessel  until  it 
is  proved  whether  or  not  she  is  a  slaver,  when  if  so  proven  I  am  ready 
to  give  her  up,  but  if  she  is  not,  then  she  falls  a  prize  to  my  squadron 
if  taken  at  sea.  I  shall  not,  of  course,  capture  her  in  this  port,  unless 
the  authorities  consent  to  it,  which  I  will  not  ask,  as  I  suppose  they 
would  be  loath  to  grant  [it]. 

I  shall  return  here  by  the  time  the  decision  is  made  in  Merida,  as  it 
can  not  take  long  to  decide  where  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  the 
charge  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  slave  trade. 

1  forward  you  the  agreement  entered  into,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  Captain  Johnson,  who  is  now  master  of  the  Virginia,  wit¬ 
nessed  by  one  of  my  officers,  and  one  from  the  second  engineer,  which 
I  desire  for  use  in  our  behalf.  Your  prompt  attention  to  this  matter 
will  oblige  me  and  confer  a  service  to  the  Union  and  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

f  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
Bamon  J.  y  Patrullo,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Consul ,  Merida. 

Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorjf,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
San  Jacinto,  of  arrival  at  St.  Thomas ,  West  Indies,  from  a  cruise  in 
search  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  (290). 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

St.  Thomas,  December  29,  1862 — 5  p.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  just  arriving  here  from  a  cruise  look¬ 
ing  after  the  Alabama  and  the  two  schooners. 
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1  herewith  enclose  the  statement  made  me  by  Consul  John  T.  Edgar, 
of  this  place.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  received  soon  after  my 
arrival  from  Commander  Sartori  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Ariel  off  Cape  Maysi  by  the  Alabama. 

1  shall  run  down  along  the  islands  of  Porto  [Puerto]  Eico,  San 
Domingo,  and  Cuba,  cruising,  as  in  my  best  judgment,  for  the  rebel 
vessels,  unless  news  should  arrive  by  the  steamer  from  Havana,  expected 
to  morrow  morning,  changing  my  direction.  I  have  on  board  some 
three  weeks’  provisions,  and  consequently  will  have  to  replenish,  and 
intend  to  go  to  Key  West  for  that  purpose,  and  hope  there  to  get  fur¬ 
ther  instructions  from  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  Wm.  Eonckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ronckendorff,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S. 

S.  San  Jacinto,  relative  to  Confederate  privateers  Dixie  and  Retribu¬ 
tion. 

IT.  S.  Steam  Sloop  San  Jacinto, 

St.  Thomas ,  December  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  On  my  arrival  at  St.  Thomas  on  the  20th  instant,  I  received 
the  following  information  from  our  consul,  John  T.  Edgar :  That  two 
schooners  had  left  St.  Thomas,  supposed  to  be  privateers  under  the  rebel 
flag;  one,  the  Dixie,  on  the  15th  instant;  the  other,  the  Retribution ,  on 
the  18th  instant.  The  Retribution  arrived  from  Charleston,  S.  C.,  on 
the  7th  instant,  laden  with  cotton,  etc.;  is  a  small  black  schooner  of 
150  tons;  was  formerly  a  steamer,  consequently  her  masts  are  set  wide 
apart;  her  sails  are  old  and  quite  dark;  her  bow  perpendicular,  rather 
inclining  in,  as  is  the  case  with  our  tugboats;  the  wood,  filling  up  the 
space  which  the  propeller  occupied,  can  easily  be  discerned;  carries  a 
jib  at  the  knightliead.  She  is  reported  as  having  an  unusually  large 
number  of  men  for  so  small  a  vessel,  and  men  thought  to  be  of  an  official 
and  military  character;  and  also  that  in  her  hold,  according  to  her  man¬ 
ifest,  she  had  three  guns. 

The  Dixie ,  a  Danish  schooner,  was  purchased  by  the  master  of  the 
Retribution,  or  his  agent,  and  lay  alongside  of  the  Retribution  and 
openly  fitted  for  sea,  and  secretly  and  by  night  received  from  the  Retri¬ 
bution  packages  of  a  mysterious  and  suspicious  character,  and  that 
purchases  of  ammunition,  military  weapons,  and  handcuffs  had  been 
made,  or  were  attempted  to  be  made,  and  an  additional  number  of  men 
were  procured  and  shipped  for  the  two  vessels.  The  Dixie  is  a  small 
black  schooner  of  about  130  to  150  tons.  She  went  to  sea  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  instant  in  defiance  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  which  wmre  fired 
at  her  but  failed  to  stop  her. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Dixie  an  examination  of  the  Retribution 
was  made,  but  finding  nothing  of  a  suspicious  character  on  board  of 
her,  she  was  allowed  to  go  to  sea,  which  she  did  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th  instant. 

It  is  supposed,  from  the  secret  and  mysterious  departure  of  the  Dixie 
that  the  Retribution  had  transferred  her  armament,  stores,  etc.,  to  that 
vessel,  to  be  again  transferred  to  the  Retribution  at  some  convenient 


*  See  p.  579. 
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place  decided  upon.  There  were  some  12  or  15  men  induced  to  leave 
American  vessels  to  join  the  Retribution. 

These  proceedings  were  carried  on  in  violation  of  neutrality  laws, 
and  after  our  consul  had  filed  a  most  emphatic  protest  with  the  gov 
ernor  of  the  island. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Ronckendorff, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  from  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  West 
India  Squadron ,  to  Lieutenant  Houston ,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  repair 
on  board  the  steamer  Virginia  and  take  charge  of  her. 

Flag  Steamer  Wachusett, 

Mugeres  Harbor,  December  29,  1862. 
Sir  :  You  will  detail  a  guard  of  15  marines  from  this  vessel  to  repair 
on  board  and  take  charge  of  the  Confederate  steamer  Virginia,  Captain 
Johnson.  You  will  remain  on  board  of  the  Virginia  and  keep  her  here 
until  my  return,  or  until  you  shall  receive  further  orders  from  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

[Acting]  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  G.  P.  Houston, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  Wachusett. 


Order  and  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander 

Cooper,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  to  proceed  to 

Aspinwall  and  convoy  California  steamers,  enclosing  letter  from  C. 

Vanderbilt,  esq , 

Navy  Department,  December  30,  1862. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  the 
owner  of  the  line  of  California  steamers  running  to  and  from  Aspinwall. 
You  will  get  underway  on  the  1st  proximo  and  proceed  to  Aspinwall 
via  the  east  end  of  Cuba,  and  upon  your  arrival  at  that  port  you  will 
give  convoy  as  suggested  in  Mr.  Vanderbilt’s  letter.  If  you  shall  hear 
of  the  destruction  or  capture  of  the  290,  you  will  return  at  once  to 
Hampton  Roads. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commander  Geo.  H.  Cooper, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Connecticut,  Hampton  Roads. 

[Enclosure.] 

No.  5  Bowling  Green, 

New  York,  December  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  not  consider  it  improper  for  me  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  suggestion: 

It  strikes  me  that  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  is  now  looking  for  a 
homeward-bound  California  steamer.  If  the  steamer  Vanderbilt,  or 
some  other  of  sufficient  speed,  could  be  placed  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  to 
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convoy  the  steamers  on  leaving  Aspinwall  for  two  and  one  half  or  three 
clays  up  to  the  west  end  of  Cuba,  then  returning  to  Aspinwall  to  be 
ready  for  the  sailing  of  the  next  steamer,  which  is  ten  clays  apart,  it 
would  give  ample  security  ancl  would  give  her  a  better  chance  to  fall 
in  with  the  290 ,  as  it  seems  she  is  determined  to  be  on  the  track  of  the 
California  steamers.  In  this  case  I  would  direct  the  California  steamers 
all  to  go  and  come  the  west  side  of  Cuba,  as  it  appears  to  me  there  is 
little  clanger  between  this  place  and  that  point,  inasmuch  as  our  own 
coast  is  so  well  guarded  by  our  own  blockading  squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  Vanderbilt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  Baldwin ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Vanderbilt ,  of  arrival  at  Fayal  and  account  of  cruise  from  New 

York. 

U.  S.  8.  Vanderbilt, 

Fayal ,  December  30 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  on  the  24th 
instant,  having  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  6th  December  sailed 
from  New  York  on  the  10th,  ancl  on  my  voyage  over  keeping  well  in 
the  track  of  our  outward-bound  ships,  but  without  hearing  anything 
of  the  Alabama. 

Yesterday,  by  an  arrival  from  Boston,  bringing  dates  of  the  17th,  I 
heard  of  her  having  been  in  Martinique,  etc.,  ancl  have  decided  to  sail 
at  once  for  Barbados  in  the  hope  of  hearing  of  her  at  that  port. 

I  have  just  finished  taking  in  350  tons  of  coal,  and  as  soon  as  I  can 
learn  the  news  from  the  steamer  from  Lisbon  now  coming  in,  shall  sail. 
I  propose,  if  successful  in  hearing  of  the  Alabama  at  Barbados,  to  call 
at  some  of  the  French  islands,  and  should  I  hear  of  her,  to  follow  her 
(under  your  previous  instructions)  either  to  the  coast  of  Brazil  or 
wherever  she  may  have  gone. 

I  would  also  report  that  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Tolfree,  of  this 
ship,  has  this  clay  drawn  on  you  (by  my  order)  for  $4,994.50  at  ten 
days’  sight,  being  in  payment  for  350  tons  coal  purchased  for  this  ship. 
This,  I  believe,  is  in  order. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  empowered  to  draw  on  London,  as  the  course 
of  exchange  is  much  more  favorable  for  the  Government  on  that  point. 

With  great  satisfaction,  I  can  report  this  ship  in  good  order  every 
way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  Baldwin, 

Acting  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


(Telegram.] 

New  York,  December  30 ,  1862. 
(Received.  Washington,  1:25  p.  m.) 
Would  it  not  be  better  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  and  give  security 
to  all  the  California  steamers  which  are  coming  every  ten  clays  to  order 
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the  Connecticut  to  act  [as]  convoy  in  the  manner  suggested  in  my  letter 
to  you  by  yesterday’s  mail? 

C.  Vanderbilt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  W est 
India  Squadron ,  concerning  unsound  condition  of  the  boilers  of  his  ship. 

Flag-  Steamer  Wachusett,  December  31, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  in  a  previous  letter  informed  the  Department  of  the 
unsound  condition  of  the  boilers  of  this  vessel,  and  I  now  transmit  a 
copy  of  a  communication*  from  William  D.  Pendleton,  engineer  in 
charge,  reiterating  what  he  had  previously  said  on  the  subject,  as  will 
be  seen  by  his  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  which  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  Department,  and  asking  for  a  survey  on  the  boilers.  This  vessel 
has  not  been  efficient  since  she  left  the  [Jnited  States.  On  more  than 
one  occasion  when  a  full  head  of  steam  was  needed  tubes  have  burst, 
and  under  a  very  reduced  pressure,  causing  much  delay  and  sometimes 
endangering  the  safety  of  the  ship. 

I  shall  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  whenever  the  opportunity  offers  to 
order  a  survey  on  the  boilers,  and  1  fear  the  result  will  be  that  they 
will  be  condemned.  This  state  of  things  makes  it  necessary  for  me 
again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  inefficiency  of  the 
squadron  under  my  command.  None  of  the  vessels  are  fully  capable 
of  performing  the  duties  assigned  to  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wilkes, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Captain  Glisson ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Mohican, 
to  Commodore  Ringgold,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sabine, 
relative  to  cruise  and  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  TJ.  S.  consul,  Cape 
Verde  Islands. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Porto  Pray  a,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  I 
got  underway  immediately  and  stood  out  to  sea,  shaping  my  course  for 
the  island  of  Fogo.  At  daylight  on  the  26th  I  communicated  with  the 
authorities  of  the  town  of  Luz.  on  the  island  of  Fogo,  and  obtained 
the  following  information: 

On  the  19th  of  December,  off  the  north  end  of  the  island,  a  large 
steamer,  bark  rigged,  with  English  colors  flying,  was  seen  to  fire  on 
a  vessel  near  by  and  soon  after  take  her  in  tow.  This  information  was 
registered  in  the  books  of  the  custom-house  at  Luz.  They  were  at 
the  time  under  the  impression  that  it  was  an  English  man-of-war 
capturing  a  slaver.  This  being  all  the  information  I  could  obtain,  I 
sailed  for  the  island  of  Brava  and  communicated  with  our  consul,  and 
received  him  on  board  of  my  vessel.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of 
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his  letter.  I  then  shaped  my  course  for  Porto  Grande,  on  the  island  of 
St.  Vincent,  arriving  at  that  port  at  9  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  27th 
December. 

Deeming  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  keep  this  vessel  filled  up 
with  coal,  I  took  on  board  54  tons,  and  not  being  able  to  get  any 
information  of  290  I  sailed  for  the  island  of  Sel  [SalJ,  arriving  at  that 
island  at  4  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  29th  December.  I  communicated  with 
the  authorities  of  Mordeira  Bay  and  the  town  St.  Maria,  and  obtained 
the  following  information : 

On  the  25th  instant  it  was  reported  by  the  country  people  on  the 
western  side  of  the  island  as  having  seen  a  steamer  with  a  schooner  in 
tow,  no  colors  flying;  and  on  the  1st  December  the  fishermen  heard 
heavy  guns  for  several  hours,  but  did  not  see  any  vessel.  A  short  time 
alter  the  firing  a  sailing  vessel  was  seen  standing  to  the  eastward. 

These  reports  come  from  the  most  ignorant  class  of  the  people  and 
due  allowance  will  have  to  be  made  for  the  truth  of  these  statements. 
There  is  no  vessel  in  Mordeira  Bay.  I  found  at  St.  Maria  three  vessels — 
one  English  brig,  one  Portuguese  schooner,  and  one  American  whaling 
schooner,  none  of  which  had  any  news  of  290. 

I  sailed  from  the  Isle  of  Sel  on  the  morning  of  the  30tli  instant,  look¬ 
ing  into  the  English  Road  on  Bonavista,  and,  finding  no  vessel  in  the 
bay,  shaped  my  course  for  Porto  Praya.  I  regret  to  inform  the  com¬ 
modore  that  I  have  heard  nothing  positive  of  the  290,  or  Alabama. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S,  Glisson, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Commodore  Cadwalader  Ringgold, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Sabine. 

[Enclosure.] 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Cape  Verde  Islands ,  Brava ,  December  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  requesting  any  information  that  I  may  have  respecting  a 
piratical  vessel  called  the  290,  or  Alabama.  In  answer,  I  have  to  say 
that  I  have  no  recent  authentic  information  respecting  that  vessel 
whatever. 

I  avail  myself  of  your  kind  invitation  to  take  passage  to  Praya  in 
the  ship  under  your  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.H.  Morse, 

U.  S.  Consul,  Cape  Verde  Islands. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican ,  off  Brava,  Cape  Verde. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Ringgold ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S. 
Sabine,  to  Captain  Glisson ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mohican, 
of  thanks  and  approval  of  course  pursued. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Porto  Praya,  Gape  Verde ,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir:  Tour  dispatch  of  this  date,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
our  worthy  consul,  Mr.  Morse,  has  been  received.  I  thank  you  for  the 
very  prompt  manner  in  which  you  have  carried  out  the  suggestions 
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conveyed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant.  It  was  highly  proper 
we  should  obtain  all  the  information  touching  the  reports  in  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  occurrences  off  Fogo,  and  the  movements  of  supposed 
suspicious  vessels. 

You  acted  wisely  in  filling  up  with  coal  at  Porto  Grande.  I  enclose 
a  letter  of  Paymaster  Harris,  of  this  ship,  in  respect  to  the  bread,  etc., 
you  requested  me,  on  your  departure,  to  secure  for  your  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Commodore ,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Sabine. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Mohican. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Ringgold ,  II.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8. 

Sabine,  to  W.  H.  Morse,  esq.,  U.  8.  consul,  Cape  Verde  Islands,  request¬ 
ing  information  regarding  American  commerce  in  that  vicinity. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Sabine, 

Porto  Praya ,  Cape  Verde,  December  31,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  It  was  my  intention  on  your  arrival  this  morning 
from  Brava  in  the  Mohican  to  address  you  a  letter,  with  the  desire  to 
obtain  all  or  any  information  you  may  possess  touching  the  movements 
or  any  depredations  of  the  steamer  290,  or  Alabama,  or  any  other  Con 
federates  in  this  vicinity;  but  your  letter  addressed  to  Captain  O.  S. 
Glisson,  26th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  he  has  transmitted  to  me,  covers 
the  ground.  If,  however,  you  have  any  intelligence  touching  our  whal¬ 
ing  interests  or  commerce  generally,  in  intercourse  with  the  islands,  I 
will  be  glad  to  possess  it,  in  order  that  I  may  communicate  it  on  my 
return  to  the  United  States. 

If  you  have  any  dispatches  or  letters  you  may  wish  conveyed  to  the 
United  States,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  take  charge  of  them.  *  *  * 
I  am,  most  truly,  your  friend, 

Cadwalader  Ringgold, 
Commodore,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  Sabine. 

W.  H.  Morse,  Esq., 

TJ.  8.  Consul,  Porto  Praya,  Gape  Verde. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  December  31,  1862. 
The  California  steamer  Ariel  leaves  New  York  to  morrow  at  noon. 
The  Department  has  promised  that  the  Connecticut  will  meet  the  Ariel  off 
the  west  end  of  Mariguana  Island  and  accompany  her  thence  to  Aspin- 
wali,  after  which  the  Connecticut  will  carry  out  the  written  instructions 
of  yesterday.  There  are  no  further  instructions  for  the  Connecticut. 
Answer  if  Commander  Cooper  fully  understands  these  instructions. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  oj  the  Navy,  j 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  Craven ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tusca- 
rora ,  of  arrival  at  Gibraltar  and  relative  to  cruise  of  his  ship. 

U.  S.  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 

Gibraltar ,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  at  this  place,  being 
in  need  of  provisions  and  clothing  for  my  crew. 

My  letter  of  October  26  will  have  informed  you  of  my  cruise.  I 
sailed  from  Lisbon  November  4  and  returned  to  the  Azores,  cruising  in 
that  vicinity,  and  twice  visiting  Madeira,  but  with  no  tidings  what¬ 
ever  of  the  pirate  Alabama,  which  I  am  satisfied  has  gone  to  the  south¬ 
ward.  My  stay  at  this  place  will  not  exceed  two  days.  I  must  then  go 
to  Cadiz  to  enable  the  engineer  to  make  good  some  trifling  defects, 
occupying,  perhaps,  six  days,  which  done,  I  propose  cruising  as  far 
south  as  the  Cape  Verde  Islands.  Should  I  gain  any  intelligence  of 
the  pirate,  1  intend  to  follow,  lead  where  he  may,  believing  that  in  so 
doing  I  shall  meet  the  views  of  the  Department. 

I  have  no  communications  from  the  Department  since  July,  and  am 
consequently  ignorant  if  you  had  other  plans  for  me.  In  my  frequent 
movements  lately  our  mails  via  London  have  miscarried.  Letters 
addressed  to  care  of  our  consul  at  Gibraltar  have  reached  us  with  more 
certainty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Augs.  Craven, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commander. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  December  31, 1862. 

(Received  Washington,  12 : 10  p.  m.) 

As  it  will  cause  no  delay,  will  it  not  be  well  to  order  the  Connecticut 
to  accompany  the  Ariel  through  the  passage,  east  side  of  Cuba,  this  trip 
out1?  The  Ariel  will  sail  from  here  at  noon  to-morrow.  Hereafter  I 
will  order  all  the  California  steamers  to  go  and  come  the  west  side  of 
Cuba,  as  spoken  of  before. 

C.  Vanderbilt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  31, 1862. 

The  Connecticut  can  accompany  the  Ariel  by  meeting  that  vessel  off 
the  west  end  of  Mariguaua  Island,  or  if  you  will  seud  the  Ariel  to 
Hampton  Roads  they  can  start  thence  together.  Answer  by  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

C.  Vanderbilt,  [Secretary  of  the  Navy.\ 

Neiv  York. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  December  31, 1862. 
(Received  Washington,  6  p.  m.) 

I  will  direct  the  Ariel  to  fall  in  with  the  Connecticut  off  the  west  end 
of  Mariguana. 

C.  Vanderbilt. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
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Confederate  States  Steamer  Sumter. 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS— CONFEDERATE. 


FROM  APRIL  18,  1861,  TO  DECEMBER  31, 1862. 


Cruise  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  1861-1862. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S. 

Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Montgomery ,  April  18,  1861. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  duty  as  Chief  of  the  Light-House 
Bureau,  and  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans  and  take  command  of  the 
steamer  Sumter.  The  following  officers  have  been  ordered  to  report  to 
you  for  duty  on  board  that  vessel,  viz :  Lieutenants  John  M.  Kell,  B.  T. 
Chapman,  John  M.  Stribling,  and  William  E.  Evans;  Paymaster  Henry 
Myers,  Surgeon  Francis  L.  Galt,  Midshipmen  William  A.  Hicks,  Rich¬ 
ard  F.  Armstrong,  Albert  G.  Hudgins,  John  F.  Holden,  and  Joseph 
D.  Wilson. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Raphael  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Note. — I  returned  to  Montgomery  from  New  York,  whither  I  had 
gone  on  special  service,  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Chief 
of  the  Light-Ilouse  Bureau,  a  few  days  thereafter.  I  entered  upon 
duty  in  this  bureau,  but  there  being  every  prospect  of  a  war,  and  an 
opportunity  offering  of  getting  afloat,  1  accepted  the  above  command, 
tendered  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  left  Montgomery  for 
New  Orleans  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  order.  I  reached  New 
Orleans  on  Monday,  the  22d,  and  on  the  same  day  inspected  (in  com¬ 
pany  with  Lieutenant  Chapman,  who  had  accompanied  me  from  Mobile) 
my  ship.  I  found  her  a  staunch,  well-built  steam  propeller  of  501  tons 
burden.  She  was  formerly  known  as  the  Havana ,  and  plied  between 
New  Orleans  and  Havana  as  a  packet  ship.  I  immediately  took  her 
in  hand,  removed  her  upper  cabins  and  other  top  hamper,  and  set 
mechanics  at  work  upon  her,  making  the  necessary  alterations  of  hull 
and  spars,  cabins,  etc.,  and  strengthening  her  main  deck,  laying  a  berth 
deck,  constructing  additional  coal  bunkers,  magazine  and  shell  room, 
etc.,  to  adapt  her  to  war  purposes. 

[R.  Semmes.] 
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Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of 
assuming  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

New  Orleans,  April  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  my  arrival  at 
this  place  this  morning.  I  have  visited  and  examined  the  steamer 
Sumter  and  am  pleased  with  her.  I  have  no  doubt  that  with  the  proper 
alterations  I  shall  be  able  to  make  her  a  very  suitable  vessel  for  our 
purposes.  To  morrow  morning  the  mechanics  will  take  her  in  hand  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  her  top  hamper,  and  I  shall  proceed  with  her 
alterations  and  equipment  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

I  shall  have  to  rely  upon  you  for  the  battery,  and  I  request  that  the 
guns  ordered  from  Pensacola  may  be  dispatched  to  me  immediately, 
including  the  boat  howitzer.  If  they  can  not  be  sent  by  sea,  they 
should  be  sent  by  rail  to  Montgomery,  and  shipped  thence  by  boat. 
There  being  a  large  force  of  working  hands  and  plenty  of  teams  at 
the  gap,  the  guns  could  be  very  speedily  transported  over  this  unfin¬ 
ished  portion  of  the  road.  What  of  the  8-inch  gun  from  Charleston 
and  of  the  small  arms  ordered? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Montgomery ,  Ala. 


List  of  Officers  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


New  Orleans,  May  23,  1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the,17th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.  ] 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Montgomery ,  Ala. 


List  of  officers  of  ths  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


Commander,  Raphael  Semmes. 
Lieutenants,  Jno.  [M.]  Kell, 

Robt.  T.  Chapman. 

Jno.  M.  Stribling. 

Wm.  E.  Evans. 

Paymaster,  Henry  Myers. 

Surgeon,  Francis  L.  Galt. 

First  Lieutenant  Marines,  B.  K.  Howell. 
Midshipmen,  Wm.  A.  Hicks. 

Albert  G.  Hudgins. 

Jos.  D.  Wilson. 

Richard  F.  Armstrong. 
Engineers,  Miles  J .  Freeman,  first  assist¬ 
ant. 


Engineers,  William  P.  Brooks,  second  as¬ 
sistant. 

Matthew  O’Brien,  third  assist¬ 
ant. 

Simeon  W.  Cummings,  third 
assistant. 

Boatswain,  Benj.  P.  McCaskey. 

Gunner,  Thos.  C.  Cuddy. 

Sailmaker,  M.  P.  Beaufort. 

Carpenter,  William  Robinson. 

Captain’s  Clerk,  W.  Breedlove  Smith. 

Purser’s  Clerk,  Sam.  W.  Hutchinson. 
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Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  relative  to  that 

vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Neic  Orleans ,  La.,  June  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  liad  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter*  of  instructions  of 
the  7 th  instant,  together  with  the  commissions  of  myself  and  officers 
which  accompanied  it. 

I  shall  drop  down  the  river  to  morrow,  and,  taking  a  position  within 
observing  distance  of  the  enemy,  I  will  endeavor  to  find  an  opportunity 
of  running  his  blockade.  At  present  both  of  the  practicable  passes 
are  closely  watched  by  the  enemy’s  steamers,  the  Brooklyn  and  the 
Powhatan,  heavily  armed  and  fast  ships. 

I  put  my  ship  under  steam  yesterday  and  ran  up  the  river  a  short 
distance  to  test  the  working  of  my  gun  carriages,  all  of  which  I  have 
had  made  in  this  city.  The  experiments  were  satisfactory.  I  regret 
to  add,  however,  that  I  do  not  think  the  speed  of  the  ship  will  exceed 
or  at  most  10  knots.  Her  battery,  water,  provisions,  and  fuel  give 
her  a  draft  of  about  13  feet,  which  is  a  little  deeper  than  she  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  running.  Her  armament  consists  of  one  8-inch  pivot 
gun  and  four  32-pounders  of  27  cwt.  each;  her  crew  of  92,  exclusive  of 
officers;  all  told,  114.  I  have  an  excellent  set  of  men  on  board,  though 
they  are  nearly  all  green,  and  it  will  require  some  little  practice  and 
drilling  at  the  guns  to  enable  them  to  handle  them  creditably. 

Should  I  be  fortunate  to  reach  the  high  seas,  you  may  rely  upon  my 
implicit  obedience  of  your  instructions  to  “do  the  enemy’s  commerce 
the  greatest  injury  in  the  shortest  time.” 

I  will,  before  sailing,  transmit  you  a  complete  muster  roll  of  the  ship, 
and  also  the  dictionary  you  speak  of,  to  enable  me  to  conceal  my  mean¬ 
ing  from  the  enemy  should  my  dispatches  fall  into  his  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  relative  to  a  method  for  correspondence  with  the 
Department. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

New  Orleans,  June  16,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  Reid’s  English 
Dictionary,  a  duplicate  of  which  I  retain  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
your  letter  of  instructions  of  the  7tli  instant.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  Cobb’s  Miniature  Lexicon,  or  any  other 
suitable  dictionary,  with  but  a  single  column  on  a  page.  This  need 
make  no  difference,  however.  In  my  communications  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  should  I  have  occasion  to  refer  to  a  word  in  the  copy  sent,  I  will 
designate  the  first  column  on  the  page  A,  and  the  second  column  B. 
Thus,  if  I  wish  to  use  the  word  “  prisoner,”  my  reference  to  itAvouldbe 
thus:  “323,  B,  15,”  the  first  number  referring  to  the  page,  the  letter  to 


Not  found 
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the  column,  and  the  second  number  to  the  number  of  the  word  from 
the  top  of  the  column. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. ] 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Order  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  chief  pilot  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  repair  on  board  that  vessel. 

0.  S.  S.  SUMTER, 

Head  of  the  Passes,  June  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  This  is  to  command  you  to  repair  on  board  this  ship,  with  three 
or  four  of'  the  most  experienced  pilots  of  the  bar.  I  am  surprised  to 
learn  that  an  unwillingness  has  been  expressed  by  some  of  the  pilots 
of  your  association  to  come  on  board  the  Sumter ,  and  my  purpose  is  to 
test  the  fact  of  such  disloyalty  to  the  Confederate  States.  If  any  man 
disobeys  this  summons,  I  will  not  only  have  his  branch  taken  away 
from  him,  but  I  will  send  an  armed  force  and  arrest  and  bring  him  on 
board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.  J 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  readiness  of  that 
vessel  to  run  the  blockade  at  the  first  opportunity. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Head  of  the  Passes,  June  23,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  am  anchored 
off  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  within  12  miles  of  either  bar,  in  readiness 
to  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity  that  may  offer  of  running  the  block¬ 
ade.  During  the  two  days  that  I  have  been  here,  the  bars  have  been 
closely  watched  by  the  enemy’s  ships,  the  Brooklyn  and  the  Powhatan, 
with  occasionally  a  third,  and  sometimes  a  fourth  vessel  of  smaller  size. 
The  Brooklyn  and  Powhatan  lie  almost  constantly  at  their  anchors, 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  bars  which  they  guard  respectively. 
I  have  a  pilot  constantly  on  board,  but  the  pilots  all  agree  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  run  either  bar  at  night,  unless  there  be  a  moon,  as 
all  the  buoys  and  marks  have  been  removed,  and  there  is  no  guide 
whatever,  other  than  the  ripple  and  the  breaker.  In  the  meantime, 
opportunities  will  doubtless  occur  to  enable  me,  with  the  exercise  of 
patience  and  vigilance,  to  gain  the  high  seas,  as  changes  will  occur  in 
the  blockading  vessels  from  time  to  time,  and  they  will  probably  be 
tempted,  now  and  then,  upon  sight  of  a  sail  to  “  chase  off.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  that  by  his  order  the 
lights  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South  Pass  have  been  extinguished. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Read  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River,  June  24,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  found,  upon  dropping  down 
to  my  present  anchorage,  that  the  lights  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South 
Pass  were  still  being  exhibited,  the  light  at  the  Southwest  Pass  being 
the  only  one  which  had  been  extinguished. 

As  no  vessels  of  commerce  can,  by  reason  of  the  rigid  blockade 
maintained  by  the  enemy,  obtain  egress  from  the  port,  the  exhibition 
of  lights  at  any  of  the  passes  can  only  be  of  service  to  the  latter,  and 
to  him  they  would  be  of  great  use. 

It  is  highly  important,  with  reference  to  the  egress  of  the  vessels  of 
war  and  privateers  of  the  Confederate  States,  that  the  enemy  should 
have  no  facilities  afforded  him  of  promptly  regaining  his  station  in 
the  event  of  his  having  “chased  off'”  or  sought  an  “offing”  for  the 
safety  of  his  vessels  during  bad  weather.  I  have  therefore  caused, 
both  the  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South  Pass  lights  to  be  extinguished. 
At  the  former  light  I  destroyed  the  oil  remaining  on  hand,  amounting 
to  about  120  gallons,  as  that  light  was  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy’s 
ship  Brooldyn,  and  I  was  obliged  to  operate  in  a  small  boat.  The  oil 
from  the  South  Pass  I  have  removed.  This  oil  and  the  lamps  removed 
from  both  light  houses  I  have  caused  to  be  carefully  stored  at  the 
light  house  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes.  The  lamps  I  have  had  packed 
in  separate  boxes  and  marked  with  the  names  of  the  respective  lights, 
so  that  they  may  be  readily  identified  when  you  shall  again  have  occa¬ 
sion  to  use  them. 

I  trust  the  bureau  will  see  in  this  assumption  of  authority  on  my 
part  a  desire  only  to  do  what  I  thought  best  for  the  public  service 
under  the  circumstances,  and  that  it  will  approve  my  course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Commander  E.  Farrand, 

Chief  of  Light- Rouse  Bureau,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C,  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Lieutenant 
Fry,  C.  S.  Navy,  light-house  inspector,  New  Orleans,  regarding  extinguishment  of  tho 
lights  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South  Pass. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Head  of  the  Passes ,  June  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  deemed  it  important  to  extinguish  the  lights  at  Pass 
l’Outre  and  South  Pass,  the  light  at  the  Southwest  Pass  having 
been  discontinued  some  time  since. 

The  light-house  at  Pass  a  l’Outre  being  under  the  guns  of  the  Brook¬ 
lyn,  I  was  compelled  to  operate  in  a  small  boat  and  by  surprise,  and  it 
became  necessary,  consequently,  to  destroy  the  oil  at  that  place.  The 
oil  was  removed  from  the  South  Pass,  a  portion  of  it  retained  on  board 
this  ship,  and  the  remainder  of  it  deposited  with  the  keeper  at  the 
Head  of  the  Passes,  with  whom  were  deposited  also  the  lamps  from 
both  light-houses,  together  with  some  of  the  flashing  lenses  and  clock 
machinery.  These  thiugs  have  beeu  boxed  and  marked  with  the  names 
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of  tlieir  respective  lights,  so  that  ypu  may  readily  identify  them  when 
you  shall  again  have  occasion  to  use  them. 

I  have  reported  the  extinguishment  of  these  lights  to  the  Light- 
House  Bureau.  I  send  you  receipts  enclosed  for  all  these  things. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

Lieutenant  Jos.  Fry,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Light-House  Inspector ,  Fourth  District ,  New  Or  teams,  La. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  continual  watchful¬ 
ness  for  an  opportunity  to  pass  the  blockade. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Head  of  the  Passes ,  Mississippi  River ,  -June  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  am  still  at 
my  anchors  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  the  enemy  closely  investing 
both  of  the  practicable  outlets.  At  Pass  a  l’Outre  there  are  three 
ships — the  Brooklyn  and  another  propeller  and  a  large  side-wheel 
steamer;  and  at  the  Southwest  Pass  there  is  the  Powhatan ,  lying 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  bar  and  not  stirring  an  inch  from  her  anchors 
night  or  day.  I  am  only  surprised  that  the  Brooldyn  does  not  come  up 
to  this  anchorage,  which  she  might  easily  do,  as  there  is  water  enough 
and  no  military  x>recautions  whatever  have  been  taken  to  hold  it,  and 
thus  effectually  seal  all  the  passes  of  the  river  by  her  presence  alone, 
which  would  enable  the  enemy  to  withdraw  the  remainder  ol  his  block¬ 
ading  force  for  use  elsewhere.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Jackson  and 
McRae  (neither  of  which  has  yet  dropped  down)  I  could  probably  hold 
my  position  here  until  an  opportunity  offered  of  my  getting  to  sea.  I 
shall  watch  diligently  for  such  an  opportunity,  and  have  no  doubt  that 
sooner  or  later  it  will  present  itself. 

I  found  upon  dropping  down  to  this  point  that  the  lights  at  Pass 
a  FOutre  and  South  Pass  had  been  strangely  overlooked  and  that  they 
were  still  burning.  I  caused  them  both  to  be  extinguished,  so  that  if 
bad  weather  should  set  in  the  blockading  vessels  will  have  nothing  to 
“hold  on  to”  and  will  be  obliged  to  make  an  offing.  At  present  the 
worst  feature  of  the  blockade  of  Pass  a  l’Outre  is  that  the  Brooklyn  has 
the  speed  of  me,  so  that  even  though  I  should  run  the  bar  I  could  not 
hope  to  escape  her  unless  I  surprised  her,  which,  with  her  close  watch 
of  the  bar,  at  anchor  near  to,  both  night  and  day,  it  will  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  do. 

I  should  be  quite  willing  to  try  speed  with  the  Powhatan ,  if  I  could 
hope  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  her  gnus  without  being  crippled,  but 
unfortunately,  with  all  the  buoys  and  other  marks  removed,  this  is  a 
perfectly  blind  bar,  except  by  daylight.  In  the  meantime,  I  am  drill¬ 
ing  my  green  crew  to  a  proper  use  of  the  great  guns  and  small  arms. 
With  the  exception  of  a  diarrhea,  which  is  prevailing  to  some  extent, 
brought  on  by  too  free  a  use  of  the  river  water  in  the  excessive  heats 
which  prevail,  the  crew  continues  healthy. 

Master’s  Mate  Isard  left  the  ship  a  few  days  before  I  dropped  down, 
on  leave  for  a  short  time  from  the  first  lieutenant,  and  has  not  since 
returned  on  board,  though  he  sent  me  his  resignation.  This  paper,  of 
course,  I  could  not  accept  until  he  should  return  and  report  himself. 
I  have  therefore  caused  him  to  be  marked  on  the  rolls  as  “  absent  with¬ 
out  leave.” 
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Paymaster’s  Clerk  Hutchinson,  having  been  surveyed  by  the  surgeon 
and  reported  unfit  for  duty,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  discharging 
him  without  waiting  for  your  authority,  as  the  delay  which  would 
necessarily  ensue  from  my  reporting  his  case  might  render  it  necessary 
for  me  to  carry  a  useless  person  to  sea  with  me. 

I  enclose  the  proceedings  of  the  first  summary  court-martial  which  I 
have  had  occasion  to  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navu.  1 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  governor 
of  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  announcing  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  that  port,  with  seven  prizes 
of  war. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cienfuegos ,  Island  of  Cuba,  July  6, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  at 
the  port  of  Cienfuegos,  with  seven  prizes  of  war.  These  vessels  are 
the  brigantines  Cuba,  Machias ,  Ben  Dunning,  Albert  Adams ,  and  Naiad, 
aud  barks  West  Wind  and  Lewis  ( Louisa )  Kilham,  property  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  which  States,  as  your  Excellency  is  aware,  are 
waging  an  unjust  and  aggressive  war  upon  the  Confederate  States, 
which  I  have  the  honor,  with  this  ship  under  my  command,  to  repre¬ 
sent.  I  have  sought  a  port  of  Cuba  with  these  prizes  with  the  expec¬ 
tation  that  Spain  will  extend  to  cruisers  of  the  Confederate  States  the 
same  friendly  reception  that  in  similar  circumstances  she  would  extend 
to  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy;  in  other  words,  that  she  will  permit  me  to 
leave  the  captured  vessels  within  her  jurisdiction  until  they  can  be 
adjudicated  by  a  court  of  admiralty  of  the  Confederate  States.  As  a 
people,  maintaining  a  government  de  facto,  and  not  only  holding  the 
enemy  in  check,  but  gaining  advantages  over  him,  we  are  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  of  belligerents,  and  I  confidently  rely  upon  the  friendly 
disposition  of  Spain,  who  is  our  near  neighbor  in  the  mo  t  impor¬ 
tant  of  her  colonial  possessions,  to  receive  us  with  equal  and  even- 
handed  justice,  if  not  with  the  sympathy  which  our  unity  of  interest 
aud  policy  with  regard  to  an  important  social  and  industrial  institu¬ 
tion  are  so  well  calculated  to  inspire.  A  rule  which  would  exclude  our 
prizes  from  her  ports  during  the  war,  although  it  should  be  applied  in 
terms  equally  to  the  enemy,  would  not,  I  respectfully  suggest,  be  an 
equitable  or  just  rule.  The  basis  of  such  a  rule,  as  indeed  of  all  the 
conduct  of  a  neutral  during  war,  is  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all 
the  belligerents,  and  this  should  be  a  substantial  and  practical  justice, 
and  not  exist  m  delusive  or  deceptive  terms  merely. 

Now,  a  little  reflection  will  show  your  Excellency  that  the  rule  in 
question  can  not  be  applied  in  the  present  war  without  operating  great 
injustice  to  the  Confederate  States.  It  is  well  known  to  your  Excel¬ 
lency  that  the  United  States,  being  a  manufacturing  and  commercial 
people,  while  the  Confederate  States  have  been  thus  far  almost  wholly 
an  agricultural  and  planting  people,  the  former  had  within  their  limits 
and  control  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  almost  the  whole  naval 
force  of  the  old  Government,  and  that  they  have  seized  ami  appropri¬ 
ated  this  force  to  themselves  regardless  of  the  just  claims  of  the  Con- 
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federate  States  to  a  portion,  and  a  large  portion  of  it,  as  taxpayers 
out  of  whose  contributions  it  was  created.  The  United  States  are 
thus  enabled  to  blockade  all  the  important  ports  ot  the  Confederate 
States.  In  this  condition  of  things,  observe  the  practical  working  of 
the  rule  which  I  am  discussing.  It  must  be  admitted  that  we  have 
equal  belligerent  rights  with  the  enemy.  One  of  the  most  important 
of  these  rights  in  a  war  against  a  commercial  people  is  that  which  I 
have  just  exercised,  of  capturing  his  property  upon  the  high  seas. 
But  how  are  the  Confederate  States  to  enjoy  to  its  full  extent  the  ben 
eht  of  this  right,  if  their  cruisers  are  not  permitted  to  enter  neutral 
ports  with  their  prizes,  and  retain  them  there  in  safe  custody  until 
they  can  be  condemned  and  disposed  of"?  They  can  not  send  them  to 
their  own  ports  for  the  reasons  already  stated.  Except  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destruction,  therefore,  their  right  of  capture  would  be  entirely 
defeated  by  the  adoption  of  the  rule  in  question,  whilst  the  enemy 
would  suffer  no  inconvenience  from  it,  as  all  his  ports  are  open  to  him. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  Spain  will  not  think  of  acting  upon  so  unjust 
and  unequal  a  rule.  But  another  question  arises,  indeed  has  already 
arisen,  in  the  cases  of  some  of  the  very  captures  which  I  have  brought 
into  port.  The  cargoes  of  several  of  the  vessels  are  claimed,  as 
appears  by  certificates  found  among  the  papers,  as  Spanish  property. 
This  fact  can  not  of  course  be  verified,  except  by  a  judicial  proceeding- 
in  the  prize  courts  of  the  Confederate  States.  But  whilst  this  fact  is 
being  determined,  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  property?  I  have  the 
right  to  destroy  the  vessels  but  not  the  cargoes,  in  case  the  latter 
should  prove  to  be,  as  claimed,  Spanish  property,  but  how  am  1  to 
destroy  the  former  and  not  the  latter?  I  can  not,  before  sentence, 
unlade  the  cargoes  and  deliver  them  to  the  claimants,  for  1  do  not  know 
that  the  claims  will  be  sustained,  and  I  can  not  destroy  them,  for  1  do 
not  know  that  the  claims  will  not  be  sustained. 

Indeed,  one  of  the  motives  which  influenced  me  in  seeking  a  Spanish 
port  was  the  fact  that  these  cargoes  were  claimed  by  Spanish  subjects, 
whom  I  was  desirous  of  putting  to  as  little  inconvenience  as  possible 
in  the  unlading  and  reception  of  their  property  after  sentence,  should 
it  be  restored  to  them. 

It  will  be  for  your  Excellency  to  consider  and  act  upon  these  grave 
questions,  touching  alike  the  interests  of  both  our  governments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  Don  Jose  de  la  Pozitela, 

Governor  of  the  City  of  Cienfuegos ,  Island  of  Cuba. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Senor  Don  Mari¬ 
ano  Dias,  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  appointing  him  prize  agent  for  the  Confederate  States. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

At  Sea,  Off  Cienfuegos ,  Cuba,  July  6,  1861. 

Sir:  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  prize  agent  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  of  the  following  prizes,  to  wit:  The 
Cuba,  Machias,  Ben  Dunning,  Albert  Adams,  Naiad,  West  Wind ,  and 
Lewis  ( Louisa )  Kilham,  and  their  cargoes,  until  the  same  can  be  adju¬ 
dicated  by  the  prize  courts  of  the  Confederate  States  and  disposed  of 
by  the  proper  authorities.  You  will  take  the  necessary  steps  for  the 
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safe  custody  of  these  prizes,  and  you  will  not  permit  anything  to  be 
removed  from  or  disturbed  on  board  of  them. 

You  will  be  pleased  also  to  take  the  examinations  of  the  master  and 
mate  of  each  of  these  vessels,  before  a  notary,  touching  the  property 
of  the  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  making  a  copy  thereof  to  be  retained 
in  your  own  possession.  You  will  send  by  some  safe  conveyance  the 
originals,  addressed  to  “the  judge  of  the  "Confederate  States  district 
court,  New  Orleans.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Senor  Don  Mariano  Dias, 

Cienfuegos,  Cuba. 


Instructions  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Midshipman 
Hudgins,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  prize  brigantine  Cuba. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 
Cienfuegos ,  Cuba,  July  7,  1861. 

Sir  :  Upon  your  arrival  at  this  place  you  will  put  the  master,  mate, 
and  crew  of  the  brigantine  Cuba  under  parole  not  to  serve  against  the 
Confederate  States  during  the  present  war,  and  release  them.  You  will 
then  deliver  the  brigantine  to  the  governor  for  safe  custody  until  the 
orders  of  the  captain-general  can  be  known  in  regard  to  her.  I  regret 
much  that  you  were  not  able  to  arrive  in  time  to  rejoin  this  ship,  and 
you  must  exercise  your  judgment  as  to  the  mode  in  which  you  shall 
regain  your  country. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  raise  sufficient  funds  for  transporting 
yourself  and  the  four  men  who  are  with  you  to  some  point  in  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  upon  a  bill  which  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Upon  your  arrival  within  our  terri¬ 
tory  you  will  report  yourself  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Your  bag¬ 
gage  has  been  sent  you  by  the  pilot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Midshipman  A.  G.  Hudgins,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  governor  of 
Curasao,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  exclusion  of  Confederate  States  vessels  from  the  port  of 
Santa  Ana. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Off  St.  Anne’s,  [Santa  Ana,]  Curagao,  July  17,  1861. 
Sir:  I  was  surprised  to  receive  by  the  pilot  this  morning  a  message 
from  your  Excellency,  to  the  effect  that  this  ship  could  not  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  harbor  unless  she  was  in  distress,  as  your  Excellency  bad 
received  orders  from  his  Government  not  to  admit  vessels  of  war  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  to  the  hospitality  of  the  ports  under 
your  Excellency’s  command.  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  there 
must  be  some  mistake  here,  and  I  have  sent  to  you  the  bearer,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  an  explanation.  Your 
Excellency  must  be  under  some  misapprehension  as  to  the  character  of 
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this  vessel.  She  is  a  ship  of  war,  duly  commissioned  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Confederate  States,  which  States  have  been  recognized  as 
belligerents  in  the  present  war  by  all  the  leading  powers  of  Europe, 
viz,  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  etc.,  as  your  Excellency  must  be 
aware.  It  is  true  that  these  powers  have  prohibited  both  belligerents 
from  bringing  prizes  into  their  several  jurisdictions,  but  no  one  of  them 
has  made  a  distinction  either  between  the  prizes  or  the  cruisers  them¬ 
selves  of  the  two  belligerents,  the  cruisers  of  both  governments  being 
admitted  to  the  hospitalities  of  the  ports  of  all  these  great  powers  on 
terms  of  perfect  equality.  Am  I  to  understand  from  your  Excellency 
that  Holland  has  adopted  a  different  rule,  and  that  she  not  only 
excludes  the  prizes,  but  the  ships  of  war  themselves,  of  the  Confederate 
States ?  And  this  at  the  same  time  that  she  admits  the  cruisers  of  the 
United  States,  thus  departing  from  her  neutrality  in  this  war,  ignoring 
the  Confederate  States  as  belligerents,  aud  aiding  and  assisting  their 
enemy.  If  this  be  the  position  which  Holland  has  assumed  in  this 
contest,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  be  kind  enough  to  say  as  much  to 
me  in  writing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy,  j 

Governor  Crol, 

St.  Anne’s,  [Santa  Ana,]  Curasao. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  cruise  of  that 
vessel  from  New  Orleans  to  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Puerto  Cabello ,  Venezuela,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir:  Having  captured  a  schooner  of  light  draft,  which,  with  her 
cargo,  I  estimate  to  be  worth  some  $25,000,  and  being  denied  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  leaving  her  at  this  port  until  she  could  be  adjudicated,  I  have 
resolved  to  dispatch  her  for  New  Orleans  with  a  prize  crew,  with  the 
hope  that  she  may  be  able  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading 
squadron,  and  run  into  some  one  of  the  shoal  passes  to  the  westward 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  as  Barataria,  Berwick  Bay,  etc.  In 
great  haste  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  send  you  my  first 
dispatch  since  leaving  New  Orleans.  I  can  do  no  more,  for  want  of 
time,  than  merely  enumerate  events.  We  ran  the  blockade  of  Pass  a 
l’Outre  by  the  Brooklyn  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  Brooklyn  giving  us 
chase.  On  the  morning  of  July  3  I  doubled  Cape  [San]  Antonio,  the 
western  extremity  of  Cuba,  and  on  the  same  day  captured  off  the  Isle 
of  Pines  the  American  ship  Golden  Rocket,  belonging  to  parties  in 
Bangor,  Me.  She  was  a  fine  ship  of  600  tons  and  worth  between 
$30,000  and  $40,000.  I  burned  her.  On  the  next  day,  the  4th,  I  cap¬ 
tured  the  brigantines  Cuba  and  Machias,  both  of  Maine  also.  They 
were  laden  with  sugars.  I  sent  them  to  Cienfuegos,  Cuba.  On  the 
5th  of  July  I  captured  the  brigs  Ben  Dunning  and  Albert  Adams,  owned 
in  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  They  were  laden  also  with  sugars. 
1  sent  them  to  Cienfuegos.  On  the  next  day,  the  6th,  I  captured  the 
barks  TTYsf  Wind  and  Louisa  Kilham  and  the  brig  Naiad ,  all  owned 
in  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  and  Massachusetts,  and  laden  with  sugars. 
I  sent  them  also  to  Cienfuegos.  On  the  same  day  1  ran  into  Cienfue¬ 
gos  myself,  reported  my  captures  to  the  authorities,  aud  asked  leave 
to  have  them  remain  until  they  could  be  adjudicated.  The  Govern- 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — CONFEDERATE.  62 o 

ment  took  them  in  charge  until  the  home  Government  should  give 
directions  concerning  them.  I  coaled  ship  and  sailed  again  on  the  7th. 
On  the  17th  I  arrived  at  the  island  of  Curasao,  without  having  fallen 
in  with  anything.  I  coaled  again  here  and  sailed  on  the  24th.  On 
the  morning  of  the  25th  I  captured,  off  La  Guayra,  the  schooner  Abby 
Bradford ,  which  is  the  vessel  by  which  I  send  this  dispatch. 

I  do  not  deem  it  prudent  to  speak  of  my  future  movements,  lest  my 
dispatch  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

W e  are  all  well  and  u  doing  a  pretty  fair  business,”  having  made  nine 
captures  in  twenty-six  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.  i 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  governor  of 
Puerto  Cabello,  requesting  permission  to  leave  the  prize  Abby  Bradford  in  that  port. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Puerto  Cabello ,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  my  arrival  at  this 
port  in  this  ship,  under  my  command,  and  with  the  prize  schooner  Abby 
Bradford,  captured  by  me  about  70  miles  to  the  northward  and  east¬ 
ward.  The  Abby  Bradford  is  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  with  which  States,  as  your  Excellency  is  aware,  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  States,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  are  at  war;  and  the 
cargo  would  appear  to  belong  also  to  citizens  of  theUnited  States,  who 
have  shipped  it  on  consignment  to  a  house  in  Puerto  Cabello.  Should 
any  claim  be  given,  however,  for  the  cargo,  or  any  part  of  it,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  ownership  can  only  be  decided  by  the  prize  courts  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  leave  this  prize  vessel,  with  her 
cargo,  in  the  port  of  Puerto  Cabello  until  the  question  of  prize  can  be 
adjudicated  by  the  proper  tribunal  of  my  country.  This  will  be  a  con¬ 
venience  to  all  parties,  as  well  to  any  citizens  of  Venezuela  who  may 
have  an  interest  in  the  cargo,  as  to  the  captors,  who  have  also  valuable 
interests  to  protect.  In  making  this  request  I  do  not  propose  that  the 
Venezuelan  Government  shall  depart  from  a  strict  neutrality  between 
the  belligerents,  as  the  same  rule  it  applies  to  us  it  can  give  the  other 
party  the  benefit  of  also.  In  other  words,  with  the  most  scrupulous 
regard  for  her  neutrality  she  may  admit  both  belligerents  to  bring 
their  prizes  into  her  waters,  and  of  this  neither  belligerent  can  com 
plain,  since  whatever  favor  is  extended  to  its  enemy  is  extended  also 
to  itself. 

I  have  an  additional  and  cogent  reason  for  making  this  request,  and 
that  is  that  the  rule  of  exclusion,  although  it  might  be  applied  in  terms 
to  both  belligerents,  would  not  operate  equally  and  justly  upon  them 
both.  It  is  well  known  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Northern  United 
States  (which  are  now  making  an  aggressive  and  unjust  war  upon  the 
Confederate  States,  denying  to  the  latter  the  right  of  self-government, 
which  is  fundamental  in  all  republics,  and  invading  their  territories  for 
the  purpose  of  subjugation)  are  manufacturing  and  commercial  States, 
whilst  the  Confederate  States  have  been  thus  far  agricultural  and 
planting  States,  and  that,  as  a  consequence  of  this  difference  of  pur- 
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suits,  the  former  States  liacl  iu  their  possession  at  the  commencement 
of  this  war  almost  all  the  naval  force  of  the  old  Government,  which  they 
have  not  hesitated  to  seize  and  appropriate  to  their  own  use,  although 
a  large  proportion  of  it  belonged  of  right  to  the  Confederate  States, 
which  had  been  taxed  to  create  it.  By  means  of  this  naval  force,  dis¬ 
honestly  seized  as  aforesaid,  the  enemy  has  been  enabled  to  blockade 
all  the  important  ports  of  the  Confederate  States.  This  blockade  nec¬ 
essarily  shuts  out  the  cruisers  of  the  Confederate  States  from  their  own 
ports,  and  if  foreign  powers  shut  them  out  also  they  can  make  no  other 
use  of  their  prizes  than  to  destroy  them.  Thus  your  Excellency  sees 
that  under  the  rule  of  exclusion  the  enemy  could  enjoy  his  right  of  cap¬ 
ture  to  its  full  extent,  his  own  ports  being  all  open  to  him,  whilst  the 
cruisers  of  the  Confederate  States  could  enjoy  it  sub  modo  only,  that  is, 
for  the  purpose  of  destruction.  A  rule  which  would  produce  such 
effects  as  this  is  not  an  equal  or  a  just  rule  (although  it  might  in  terms 
be  extended  to  both  parties),  and  as  equality  and  justice  are  of  the 
essence  of  neutrality,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Venezuela  will  not 
adopt  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  rule  admitting  both  parties  alike  with  their 
prizes  into  your  ports,  until  the  prize  courts  of  the  respective  countries 
can  have  time  to  adjudicate  the  cases  as  they  arrive,  would  work  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  both,  and  this  is  no  more  than  the  Confederate 
States  demand. 

With  reference  to  the  present  case,  as  the  cargo  consists  chiefly  of 
provisions,  which  are  perishable,  I  would  ask  leave  to  sell  them  at 
public  aution  for  the  benefit  of  whom  it  may  concern,  depositing  the 
proceeds  with  a  suitable  prize  agent,  until  the  decision  of  the  court  can 
be  known.  With  regard  to  the  vessel,  I  request  that  she  may  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  same  agent  until  condemned  and  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Wavy.] 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Military  Commandant  of 
Puerto  Cabello. 


Order  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Prize  Master  Ruhl, 
to  take  charge  of  the  schooner  Abby  Bradford  and  proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans. 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Off  Puerto  Cabello ,  Venezuela ,  July  26 ,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  prize  schooner  Abby  Bradford  and 
proceed  with  her  to  New  Orleans,  making  the  land  to  the  westward  of 
the  Passes  of  the  Mississippi,  and  endeavoring  to  run  into  Barataria 
Bay,  Berwick  Bay,  or  some  of  the  other  small  inlets.  Upon  your 
arrival  you  will  proceed  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  person  and  report 
yourself  to  Commodore  Rousseau  for  orders.  You  will  take  especial 
care  of  the  accompanying  package  of  papers,  as  they  are  the  papers  of 
the  captured  schooner,  and  you  will  deliver  them,  with  the  seals 
unbroken,  to  the  judge  of  the  prize  court,  Judge Mo'ise.  Youwillbatten 
down  your  hatches,  and  see  that  no  part  of  the  cargo  is  touched  during 
the  voyage,  and  you  will  deliver  both  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  proper 
law  officers  in  the  condition  in  which  you  find  them,  as  near  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  G.  8.  Navy.] 

Quartermaster  and  Prize  Master  Eugene  Ruhl. 
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Instructions  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Midshipman 
Hicks,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  tho  prize  bark  Joseph  Maxwell. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  .A*  Sea ,  July  27, 1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  prize  bark  Joseph  Maxwell  and 
proceed  with  her  to  some  port  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
say  St.  Jago  [Santiago],  Trinidad,  or  Cienfuegos.  I  think  it  would  be 
safest  for  you  to  go  into  Cienfuegos,  as  the  enemy,  from  the  very  fact 
of  our  having  been  there  recently,  will  scarcely  be  on  the  lookout  for 
us  there  a  second  time.  Upon  your  arrival  you  will  inform  the  gov¬ 
ernor  or  commandant  of  the  port  of  the  fact;  state  to  him  that  your 
vessel  is  the  prize  of  a  ship  of  Avar,  and  not  of  a  privateer,  and  ask 
leave  to  have  her  remain  in  port  in  charge  of  a  prize  agent,  until  she 
can  be  adjudicated  by  a  prize  court  of  the  Confederate  States.  Should 
he  grant  you  this  request  you  will,  if  you  go  into  Cienfuegos,  put  the 
vessel  in  charge  of  Mr.  Dias,  our  agent  for  the  other  prizes,  but  should 
you  go  into  either  of  the  other  ports  you  will  appoint  some  reliable 
person  to  take  charge  of  the  prize,  but  without  power  to  sell  until 
further  orders,  taking  from  him  a  bond  with  surety  for  the  proper  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duty.  Should  the  governor  decline  to  let  the  prize 
remain,  you  will  store  the  cargo  with  some  responsible  person,  taking 
his  receipt  therefor,  and  then  take  the  ship  outside  the  port  beyond 
the  marine  league  and  burn  her.  Should  you  need  funds  for  the 
unlading  and  storage  of  the  cargo  you  are  authorized  to  sell  so  much 
of  it  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

You  will  then  endeavor  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  with  your  crew,  and  report  yourself  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  You  will  keep  in  close  custody  the  accompanying  sealed 
package  of  papers,  being  the  papers  of  the  captured  vessel,  and 
deliver  them  in  person  to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  court  in  New 
Orleans.  The  paymaster  will  hand  you  the  sum  of  $100,  and  you  are 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  such  further  sum 
as  you  may  need  to  defray  the  expenses  of  yourself  and  crew  to  the 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Kaphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Midshipman  W.  A.  Hicks,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Judge  Mo'ise,  of 
the  C.  S.  prize  court,  New  Orleans,  transmitting  papers  captured  on  board  prize  schooner 
Abby  Bradford. 

C.  S.  S.  SlTMTER, 

Off  Puerto  Cabello ,  Venezuela ,  July  26,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  enclosed  the  papers  captured  on  board  the  prize 
schooner  Abby  Bradford.  The  cargo  is,  no  doubt,  the  property  of  the 
shippers  in  New  York.  Indeed,  a  gentleman  here,  representing  him¬ 
self  as  having  an  interest  in  the  house  of  the  consignees,  admitted  to 
me  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  made  a  proposition  to  me,  on  the  part 
of  that  house,  to  purchase  the  cargo. 

Among  other  papers,  I  would  call  your  special  attention  to  an  u  ac¬ 
count  stated,”  between  the  shipper  and  the  consignee,  in  which  no  one 
item  of  this  cargo  is  charged  against  the  consignee,  which  it  must  have 
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been  if  the  cargo  had  been  purchased  on  his  account.  I  have  bundles 
of  other  prize  papers,  but  dare  not  trust  them  by  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy  ] 

Judge  E.  Warren  Moise, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Judge  Moise,  of 
the  C.  S.  prize  court,  New  Orleans,  transmitting  papers  captured  on  board  prize  bark  Joseph 
Maxwell. 


0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

At  Sea,  July  27,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  send  to  you  the  papers  of  the  prize  bark  Joseph  Maxwell,  cap¬ 
tured  by  me  on  the  27th  of  July,  about  8  miles  from  the  nearest  land, 
abreast  of  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela.  The  ship  is  owned  by  a  house  in 
Philadelphia,  and  the  cargo  apjiears  to  be  the  joint  property  (see  state¬ 
ment  of  master,  enclosed)  of  that  house,  and  the  house  of  Boulton,  in 
La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Cabello ;  the  ship  and  one-half  the  cargo,  at 
least,  is  therefore  condemn  able. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Judge  E.  Warren  Moise, 

New  Orleans,  La. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Mr.  Van  Lans- 
berge,  requesting  the  apprehension  of  two  deserters  from  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 
Surinam,  August  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  am  detained 
here  by  the  desertion  of  two  of  my  crew,  who  left  the  market  boat  this 
morning.  These  men  being  stewards,  and  having  been  on  shore  at  the 
market  every  morning,  are  well  known  in  the  city,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
could  easily  be  arrested  by  the  police.  I  rely  confidently  upon  the 
good  faith  and  energy  of  the  Government  in  this  matter.  One  of  these 
deserters  being  my  personal  servant,  has  no  doubt  been  tampered  with 
by  some  unscrupulous  person,  possibly  some  resident  or  shipmaster  of 
the  United  States,  and  if  search  be  made  of  such  houses  as  maybe  sus¬ 
pected,  and  of  the  United  States  vessels  in  the  liarbor,  1  have  no  doubt 
your  Excellency  will  be  enabled  to  apprehend  and  hand  over  to  me 
these  deserters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Van  Lansbehge. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumtef,  to  the  procurer-gen¬ 
eral  of  the  colony  of  Surinam,  Paramaribo,  requesting  that  the  deserters  from  that  vessel  be 
retained  in  custody. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Mouth  of  the  Elver  Surinam ,  A  ugust  31,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  two  of  the  crew  of  this 
ship  deserted  from  her  yesterday  morning  in  the  city  of  Paramaribo, 
but  as  important  interests  require  that  I  should  proceed  to  sea,  I  will 
not  await  further  the  result  of  the  search  which  the  authorities  have 
set  on  foot  for  them.  May  I  request  that  these  men,  when  arrested, 
may  be  detained  in  custody  until  I  can  come  or  send  for  them  ?  The 
negro  is  not  only  bound  to  service  on  board  this  ship  but  is  also  val¬ 
uable  private  property,  and  if  he  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Government 
will  be  reclaimable  on  this  latter  ground,  as  well  as  the  former,  by  the 
Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael,  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  J.  W.  Gefken, 

Procurer-  General,  Colony  of  Surinam,  Paramaribo. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  governor  of 
the  Colony  of  Surinam,  Paramaribo,  regarding  the  deserters  from  that  vessel. 

G.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Mouth  of  the  River  Surinam ,  August  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  Important  interests  require  that  I  should  proceed  to  sea.  I  will 
not,  therefore,  longer  await  the  result  of  the  search  which  is  being 
made  for  the  two  deserters  from  this  ship.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  cause  these  men,  when  appre¬ 
hended,  to  be  confined,  as  I  will  probably  touch  at  Surinam  (or  send 
another  vessel)  at  no  distant  day  to  demand  them.  The  negro  who 
deserted,  being  a  slave,  is  not  only  bound  to  service  on  board  this  ves¬ 
sel,  but  he  is  also  valuable  private  property,  so  recognized  by  the  laws 
of  Holland  and  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  as  such  subject  to  the 
reclamation  on  other  grounds  than  as  a  deserter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  R.  F.  Van  Lansberge, 

Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Surinam,  Paramaribo. 


Order  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Lieutenant  Evans, 
C.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  prize  brig  Joseph  Park,  and  cruise  in  company  with 
the  former  vessel. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

At  Sea,  September  25,  1861. 

Sir:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  prize  brig  Joseph  Parle,  and  cruise 
in  company  with  this  vessel  until  further  orders.  During  the  day  you 
will  keep  from  7  to  8  miles  to  the  westward  and  to  windward,  and  keep 
a  bright  lookout  from  your  topgallant  yard  for  sails,  signaling  to  us 
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such  as  you  may  descry.  Toward  evening  every  day  you  will  draw  in 
toward  this  vessel,  so  as  to  be  within  3  or  4  miles  of  her  at  dark,  and 
during  the  night  you  will  keep  close  company  with  her,  to  guard  against 
the  possibility  of  separation.  Should  you,  however,  be  separated  from 
her  by  any  accident,  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  latitude 
8°  N.  and  longitude  45°  W.,  where  you  will  await  her  a  reasonable 
time.  Should  you  not  join  her  again,  you  will  make  the  best  of  your 
way  to  some  port  in  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

Lieutenant  Evans,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  that  vessel  from  June  30  to  November  9,  1861. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

[Fort  de  France ,  Martinique ,  November  .9,  1861.] 

Sir:  I  had  tne  honor  to  address  you  briefly,  and  for  the  first  time 
since  leaving  the  Confederate  States,  on  the  27th  of  July  last,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  sailing  of  the  prize  schooner  Abby  Bradford ,  from  Puerto 
Cabello,  for  New  Orleans.  In  that  communication,  written  in  great 
haste,  as  the  schooner  was  on  the  point  of  sailing,  I  had  barely  time  to 
enumerate  the  events  that  had  then  occurred,  without  attempting  any¬ 
thing  like  a  description  of  them;  nor  has  any  opportunity  offered  since 
of  my  communicating  with  you  until  the  present  moment. 

After  many  vexatious  delays  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  incident  to 
fitting  out  a  ship  of  war  there  for  the  first  time,  much  of  the  work 
required  being  new  to  the  mechanics  and  many  articles  being  difficult 
to  be  procured,  we  were  enabled  to  drop  down  the  river  to  Forts  St. 
Philip  and  Jackson  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  June.  I  anchored 
here  to  put  my  ship  in  something  like  order,  my  crew  being  composed, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  of  men  taken  entirely  from  the  merchant 
service,  and  ignorant  therefore  of  all  the  military  duties  required  of 
them  on  board  a  ship  of  war.  In  the  few  days  that  we  lay  at  this 
anchorage  we  readjusted  the  stowage  of  the  ship,  set  up  our  rigging, 
rove  running  gear,  stationed  and  quartered  the  men,  and  exercised 
them  frequently  at  the  great  guns  and  with  small  arms.  Major  Dun¬ 
can,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forts,  was  kind  enough  to  loan  me 
a  24-pounder  howitzer,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  for  use  on  my 
upper  deck  against  any  expedition  of  boats  that  the  enemy  might  be 
disposed  to  send  against  us  when  we  should  drop  down  in  his  vicinity. 
Major  Duncan  also  kindly  kept  me  advised  of  the  movements  of  the 
enemy’s  ships  off  the  mouths  of  the  river  by  means  of  the  telegraph, 
which  he  had  under  his  control.  On  the  20th  of  June  Governor  Moore, 
of  Louisiana,  Hon.  John  Slidell,  and  other  distinguished  gentlemen  hav¬ 
ing  visited  the  forts,  they  were  invited  on  board  and  visited  this  ship. 

Just  at  nightfall  of  the  21st,  I  received  the  following  dispatch  from 
Major  Duncan’s  adjutant: 

Captain  :  I  am  desired  by  the  commanding  officer  to  state  that  the  Ivij  reports 
that  the  Powhatan  has  left  in  pursuit  of  two  ships,  and  that  he  has  received  a  tele¬ 
graphic  dispatch  from  Pass  si  l’Outre,  to  the  effect  that  a  boat  from  the  Brooklyn 
had  put  into  the  river  and  was  making  for  the  telegraphic  station,  where  she  was 
expected  to  arrive  in  a  few  minutes, 
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Upon  receipt  of  this  intelligence  I  ordered  steam  to  be  gotten  up 
and  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  I  was  steaming  down  to  the  Head  of  the 
Passes,  where  I  anchored  at  about  10 : 30  p.  m.  I  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  a  lieutenant  on  shore,  both  to  the  light-house  at  the  Head  of 
the  Passes  and  to  the  telegraph  station,  to  endeavor  to  procure  a 
pilot,  hoping  to  run  out  during  the  night  and  before  the  Powhatan 
should  return  to  her  station.  But  there  was  no  pilot  to  be  had,  and  I 
learned  the  next  day  that  the  Powhatan  had  returned  to  her  station 
after  an  absence  of  only  a  few  hours.  On  the  next  morning  I 
could  plainly  reconnoiter  the  blockading  vessels  at  both  passes  with 
my  glass.  The  Brooklyn  and  Powhatan ,  both  of  them  assisted  occa¬ 
sionally  by  other  vessels,  kept  watch  and  ward  faithfully,  the  former 
at  Pass  a  POutre  and  the  latter  at  the  Southwest  Pass.  The  Pow¬ 
hatan ,  in  particular,  was  anchored  close  under  the  bar,  and  scarcely 
ever  stirred  from  her  position. 

To  my  astonishment  I  learned  here  that  the  lights  at  Pass  a  POutre 
and  South  Pass  had  both  been  kept  burning;  of  course  this  could  only 
be  for  the  convenience  of  the  enemy.  I  therefore  ordered  them  to  be 
extinguished.  At  the  former  station  I  was  obliged  to  destroy  the  oil, 
as  the  light  was  under  the  guns  of  the  Brooklyn,  and  I  was  compelled 
to  operate  in  a  small  boat.  I  found  the  pilots,  too,  in  a  quasi  state  of 
rebellion,  owing  to  their  fears.  I  was  obliged  to  send  an  officer  and 
arrest  several  of  them,  and  bring  them  on  board;  or  rather  they  came 
on  board  peaceably  with  the  officer  without  the  necessity  of  an  arrest, 
upon  learning  his  object.  1  required  them  to  keep  one  of  their  number 
always  on  board  of  me,  which  they  did,  relieving  each  other  every  few 
days.  I  remained  at  my  anchors  at  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  occasionally 
shifting  my  berth,  for  the  space  of  nine  days,  patiently  watching  the 
enemy  and  seeking  an  opportunity  of  running  the  blockade.  But  this 
time  was  by  no  means  lost,  as  1  needed  ail  of  it  for  drilling  and  dis¬ 
ciplining  my  very  green  crew.  The  men  were  exercised  at  the  guns 
every  day,  and  as  the  nights  grew  dark  for  the  want  of  the  moon  I 
caused  guard  or  scout  boats  to  be  sent  out,  one  in  each  of  the  passes, 
to  prevent  being  surprised  by  the  boats  of  the  enemy.  Although  we 
were  now  in  the  latter  end  of  June,  and  had  gathered  our  crew  so 
recently  from  the  streets  of  New  Orleans,  the  health  of  the  ship  con¬ 
tinued  good. 

Finally,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  30th  of  June,  it  having  been  reported 
to  me  that  the  Brooklyn  was  absent  from  her  station,  I  caused  steam  to 
be  gotten  up,  got  underway,  and  ran  down  toward  the  Pass.  As  we 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  river  we  discovered  the  Brooklyn  with 
our  glasses,  standing  back  under  steam  and  sail  to  regain  her  station, 
and  it  was  for  some  time  a  little  doubtful  whether  we  could  pass  the 
bar  before  she  came  up.  To  add  to  my  perplexity,  the  pilot  protested 
that  he  knew  only  the  bar  of  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  could  not 
undertake  to  run  me  out  of  Pass  a  POutre.  I  continued  on,  however, 
hoisting  a  signal  for  a  pilot  at  the  fore.  As  luck  would  have  it,  a  pilot 
happened  to  be  present  at  the  pilots’  station  a  little  above  the  light¬ 
house,  and  as  we  ran  by  it  the  gallant  fellow  pushed  aboard  in  his 
boat,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  he  had  us  outside  the  bar.  We 
discharged  him  in  great  haste  and  made  all  sail  and  steam,  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  being  in  pursuit  about  4  miles  distant.  The  next  few  hours  were 
of  course  very  anxious  ones  for  me,  as  the  Brooklyn  had  the  reputation 
of  great  speed,  and  our  relative  powers  were  to  be  tested.  Owing  to  the 
frothing  of  our  boilers  the  enemy  at  one  time  gained  on  us,  but  this 
having  subsided,  we  soon  began  to  drop  him  gradually  under  the  joint 
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influence  of  sail  and  steam,  and  by  3:30  Commander  Poor  gave  up  the 
chase.  As  he  bore  up,  I  sent  my  men  into  the  rigging  and  we  gave 
three  hearty  cheers  for  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  thus  for  the 
first  time  thrown  to  the  breeze  on  the  high  seas  by  a  ship  of  war.  The 
evening  was  beautiful  and  calm  and  we  made  rapid  way  over  the  water, 
experiencing  a  sensation  of  great  relief  after  our  long  confinement  in 
the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  before  daylight,  we  made  the  light  on  Cape 
[San]  Antonio,  west  end  of  Cuba.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day, 
near  the  Isle  of  Pines,  we  fell  in  with  and  captured  our  first  prize,  the 
ship  Golden  Rocket ,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  of  690  tons  burden.  The  register 
of  this  ship  showed  the  entire  property  to  be  in  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and,  as  she  had  no  cargo  on  board,  I  burned  her  a  few  hours 
after  her  capture,  having  first  removed  on  board  this  ship  a  few  pro¬ 
visions,  sails,  etc.  You  may  imagine  that,  as  the  flames  which  con¬ 
sumed  this  first  holocaust  laid  upon  the  altar  of  our  country  upon  the 
high  seas  leaped  into  the  air  and  shed  their  lurid  glare  upon  the  waters 
around,  we  were  much  affected  by  so  gratifying  and  at  the  same  time 
so  melancholy  a  spectacle.  The  next  day,  which  was  the  4tli  of  July 
(and  which  I  did  not  celebrate  as  we  were  wont  to  do  in  former  years 
on  board  ships  of  war  of  the  old  service,  not  because  the  day  itself 
was  less  dear  to  us  on  account  of  its  historical  associations,  but  because 
it  reminded  us  of  the  want  of  faith  of  a  people  with  whom  we  had 
stood  side  by  side  in  the  great  struggle  of  1776,  and  with  whom  we 
were  now  at  war  to  vindicate  the  identical  principle  of  self-government 
involved  in  that  contest),  we  captured  the  brigantines  Cuba  and  Machias, 
both  of  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  As  both  these  vessels  had  cargoes  on  board  that  were  docu¬ 
mented  as  neutral  property,  I  could  not  destroy  them,  but  sent  them 
into  the  port  of  Cienfuegos,  whence  they  had  sailed  and  where  the  car¬ 
goes  were  said  to  belong.  I  gave  a  tow  to  one  of  these  vessels,  and  as 
I  approached  the  light  of  Cienfuegos,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  we 
descried  two  other  sail  in  the  S.  E.,  distant  some  8  or  9  miles.  I 
cast  off  my  tow  and  gave  chase,  and  soon  came  up  with  the  brigs 
Ben  Dunning  and  Albert  Adams ,  both  of  which,  being  property  of  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States,  I  captured.  These  vessels,  like  the  two  for¬ 
mer,  had  recently  come  out  of  Cienfuegos,  and  their  cargoes  being  in 
the  same  category,  I  made  the  same  disposition  of  them. 

I  lay  off  and  on  the  light  during  the  night,  intending  to  enter  the 
port  with  my  prizes  as  soon  after  daylight  the  next  morning  as  I  could 
procure  a  pilot.  A  little  after  sunrise  the  next  morning,  and  whilst  I 
was  still  waiting  off  the  port  with  a  signal  for  a  pilot  flying,  the  barks 
West  Wind  and  Louisa  Killiam  and  the  brigantine  Naiad  came  out  of 
the  port,  in  full  view  of  me,  and  stood  out  to  sea.  I  made  no  movement 
toward  these  vessels  until  the  one  which  remained  the  nearest  to  the 
land  was  distant  from  it  some  5  miles.  I  then  put  my  ship  under  steam 
(the  pilot  having  boarded  me  in  the  meantime)  and  captured  them  all. 
My  other  prizes  (except  the  Cuba)  having  come  up  to  me  about  1  o’clock 
p.  m.,  I  sent  all  these  vessels  into  the  port  and  followed  them  myself. 
As  I  passed  the  fort,  situated  a  short  distance  within  the  harbor,  a 
couple  of  muskets  were  tired  therefrom,  and  I  was  hailed  and  directed 
to  anchor,  which  I  did.  I  sent  a  lieutenant  on  shore  to  demand  an 
explanation  of  the  commandant,  and  Avas  informed  that  he,  the  com¬ 
mandant,  never  having  seen  our  flag  before,  did  not  know  what  flag  it 
was,  and  that  he  had  orders  to  stop  all  vessels  of  war  or  otherwise 
until  their  flags  could  be  distinguished.  The  commandant  called  on 
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board  himself  in  tlie  evening  to  say  that  he  had  the  governor’s  orders 
to  permit  me  to  proceed  to  the  town,  if  I  desired  to  do  so. 

The  accompanying  letter,  marked  A,  addressed  by  me  to  the  gov 
ernor,  informing  him  of  my  arrival;  his  reply  thereto,  marked  B;  his 
receipt  to  me  for  my  prizes,  marked  0 ;  and  my  appointment  of  a  prize 
agent,  marked  D,  will  give  you  detailed  information  of  the  disposition 
which  was  made  of  the  prizes.  I  was  treated  with  hospitality  during 
the  short  time  I  remained  in  the  fort,  and  was  permitted  to  refresh  my 
crew,  and  coal  and  water  ship.  From  what  I  saw  and  learned  here  from 
several  distinguished  Cubans,  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  island  sympa¬ 
thizes  with  us  warmly  in  our  struggle.  The  prize  brigantine  Cuba  not 
having  arrived  when  I  was  ready  for  sea,  I  left  for  the  prize  master, 
Midshipman  Hudgins  (who  had  a  prize  crew  of  four  men  with  him),  a 
letter  of  instructions  of  which  the  annexed  paper,  marked  E,  is  a  copy, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  I  again  got  underway  and  passed  out  of 
the  port.  It  was  my  intention  to  make  my  way  to  the  eastward  as  far 
as  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  cruise  in  those  waters  for  a  few  weeks,  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  intention  I  shaped  my  course  for  the  island  of 
Barbados,  intending  to  coal  at  that  place  as  a  convenient  place  of 
departure  for  my  new  cruising  ground;  but  after  passing  the  island  of 
Jamaica,  I  found  the  trade  wfinds  so  fresh — they  blowing  half  a  gale 
and  directly  ahead — that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  reach  Bar¬ 
bados  before  exhausting  my  fuel.  And  it  was  now  that  I  painfully 
experienced  the  only  defect  of  my  ship,  viz,  her  inability  to  carry  a 
sufficient  supply  of  fuel  to  enable  her  to  make  a  run  of  any  distance, 
between  eight  and  nine  days  being  the  most  that  she  could  be  kept 
under  steam.  It  is  true  I  had  fitted  her  for  cruising,  independently  of 
her  steam  power,  but  the  difficulty  was  to  pass  from  one  cruising 
ground  to  another,  and  have  sufficient  fuel  left  for  chasing,  or  the  emer¬ 
gency  of  being  chased.  I  have  since  remedied  this  difficulty  in  part, 
though  not  to  the  extent  I  could  desire.  While  at  Surinam  (of  which 
I  will  speak  again  presently)  I  landed  my  two  after  water  tanks  and 
converted  the  space  thus  made  vacant  into  an  additional  coal  bunker. 
This  gave  me  capacity  for  a  short  two  days’  supply  more,  so  that  now, 
when  I  am  quite  full,  I  have  about  eleven  days  of  fuel  on  board. 

Finding,  as  I  have  said,  that  I  could  not  make  Barbados,  I  bore  up 
on  the  fifth  day  out  for  Curasao,  uncoupling  the  propeller  and  putting 
the  ship  under  sail  for  a  part  of  the  way  to  economize  fuel.  I  arrived 
off  St.  Anne’s  [Santa  Ana],  Curagao,  on  the  16th  of  July,  after  night¬ 
fall,  and  having  fired  a  gun  was  soon  afterwards  boarded  by  the  pilot, 
who  is  at  the  same  time  harbor  master.  Having  been  informed  of  the 
character  of  the  vessel,  and  of  my  desire  to  enter  the  port,  the  pilot 
promised  to  return  at  daylight  next  morning  and  take  me  in.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  stood  in,  as  by  appointment,  at  daylight,  and  was  astonished  to 
receive  from  the  pilot,  who  soon  afterwards  came  on  board,  a  message 
from  the  governor  to  the  effect  that  he,  the  governor,  was  very  sorry, 
but  that  he  could  not  permit  me  to  enter  the  port,  he  having  instruc¬ 
tions  to  this  effect  from  the  home  Government.  Feeling  sure  either 
that  some  misrepresentation  had  been  made  to  the  governor  of  our 
character,  or  that  he  had  blundered,  I  dispatched  a  lieutenant  to  him 
with  a  communication,  of  which  the  paper  F,  annexed,  is  a  copy,  and 
in  the  meantime  lay  off  and  on  until  I  could  receive  his  answer.  This 
was  delayed  some  two  or  three  hours  to  enable  his  Excellency  to  con¬ 
voke  and  take  the  opinion  of  his  council;  but  at  length  the  lieutenant 
returned  with  the  verbal  permission  of  the  governor  for  me  to  enter, 
and  bringing  with  him  the  pilot.  During  the  run  from  Cuba  to  Curagao 
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we  saw  but  two  sails.  The  first  one  we  cliased,  and  coming  up  with 
her  she  proved  to  be  a  Spaniard.  The  second  we  did  not  chase,  as 
she  was  seen  at  a  long  distance,  and  it  was  blowing  half  a  gale  of  wind, 
with  a  very  heavy  sea  on.  We  remained  in  Curasao  seven  days,  refit¬ 
ting  and  coaling  and  watering  ship.  Having  sprung  our  fore-topmast, 
I  found  it  necessary  to  supply  myself  with  a  new  one.  I  gave  my  men 
the  recreation  here  of  a  run  on  shore,  and  they  all  behaved  well,  and 
returned  on  board  in  due  season,  except  one  Northern- born  lad  named 
John  Orr,  who,  with  Northern  faith,  deserted.  The  discovery  was  not 
made  until  we  were  on  the  point  of  going  to  sea,  and  I  did  not  detain 
the  ship  on  his  account. 

I  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  July,  and 
the  next  morning,  about  30  miles  to  the  northeast  of  La  Guayra,  on 
the  coast  of  Venezuela,  I  chased  and  captured  the  schooner  Abby  Brad¬ 
ford,  from  New  York  to  La  Guayra,  with  a  cargo  documented  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  citizens  of  Puerto  Cabello.  I  took  her  in  tow  and  ran  down  to 
Puerto  Cabello  with  her,  where  1  arrived  the  next  morning.  Having 
anchored  in  the  port,  I  dispatched  a  lieutenant  to  call  on  the  governor 
with  a  communication,  of  which  G,  annexed,  is  a  copy.  H,  annexed, 
is  the  governor’s  reply.  These  letters  will  explain  that  I  desired  to 
give  the  Venezuelan  Government  the  same  option  I  had  given  that  of 
Spain,  that  is,  to  receive  (on  bond)  or  reject  the  cargoes  of  their  own 
citizens,  when  found  in  ships  of  the  enemy  and  sent  in  to  them.  I  left 
Puerto  Cabello  with  my  prize  as  requested,  in  twenty-four  hours  after 
having  anchored,  and  as  1  was  going  out  of  the  port  we  descried  a  sail 
running  down  the  coast,  some  S  or  9  miles  to  seaward.  I  gave  chase, 
and  in  something  less  than  an  hour  I  came  up  with  and  captured  the 
bark  Joseph  Maxwell,  of  Philadelphia,  registered  as  property  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  small  remnant  of  a  cargo  on  board  (the 
bulk  of  which  she  had  landed  at  La  Guayra),  belonging  asnt  appeared 
to  a  joint  house  of  trade  in  Philadelphia  and  La  Guayra.  As  one-half 
of  this  remnant  of  a  cargo  belonged  to  the  partner  in  La  Guayra  (who 
had  a  correspondent  in  Puerto  Cabello)  I  rail  again  into  the  port,  leav¬ 
ing  the  prize  outside,  and  dispatched  the  paymaster  on  shore  with  the 
master  of  the  Maxicell  to  the  house  interested,  with  an  offer  to  sell  to 
it  the  ship  and  our  half  of  the  cargo,  or  if  this  did  not  suit  to  permit  it 
to  unlade  the  portion  of  the  cargo  which  belonged  to  it,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  I  would  either  permit  the  ship  to  come  in,  or  it  (the  house)  might 
send  out  a  lighter  as  it  preferred.  Neither  of  these  proposals  was 
accepted;  on  the  contrary,  the  governor  or  military  commandant  (hav¬ 
ing  around  him  all  the  parties  interested)  made  the  extraordinary 
assertion  that  the  prize  had  been  captured  within  a  marine  league  of 
the  land,  and  that  as  the  capture  was  invalid  for  this  reason,  he  desired 
that  I  would  not  take  the  prize  out  of  his  waters.  Of  course  I  paid  no 
attention  to  this  unfounded  claim,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  officer 
and  the  master  of  the  captured  vessel,  I  steamed  out  of  the  port,  and 
in  a  few  hours  afterwards  dispatched  both  prizes,  in  charge  of  prize 
crews,  the  Abby  Bradford  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  Joseph  Maxicell  to 
Cienfuegos.  The  letters  of  instruction  to  the  respective  prize  masters, 
herewith,  marked  I  and  Iv,  will  give  you  all  the  necessary  information 
on  this  subject.  The  Abby  Bradford  being  of  light  draft,  I  hoped  that 
she  might  run  into  some  one  of  the  shallow  entrances  to  the  westward 
of  the  Mississippi  not  watched  by  the  blockading  squadron,  and  the 
Joseph  Maxwell  I  sent  to  Cuba,  as  Spain  had,  as  I  thought  from  the 
account  which  I  had  seen  of  her  proclamation,  made  a  distinction 
between  prizes  made  by  men-of-war  and  those  made  by  privateers, 
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permitting  tlie  former  to  enter  and  excluding  the  latter  from  her 
ports. 

With  reference  to  my  proposition  to  sell  the  Maxwell  before  she  had 
been  regularly  condemned  by  a  prize  court,  perhaps  it  is  as  well  that 
I  should  remark  that  this  irregularity  seemed  forced  upon  me  by  the 
course  determined  upon  by  the  principal  European  powers,  whose 
example  the  smaller  powers  on  both  sides  of  the  water  were  likely  to 
follow.  As  our  own  ports  were  blockaded,  if  I  could  not  send  my 
prizes  into  neutral  ports  I  could  not  send  them  anywhere.  But  they 
were  nevertheless  my  prizes  by  right  of  lawful  capture  and  firm  posses¬ 
sion.  I  might  destroy  them  if  I  could  not  send  them  into  port,  and  it 
would  seem,  therefore,  a  fortiori,  that  1  might  sell  them.  The  only 
question  which  could  arise  upon  such  sale  would  be  between  the  pur¬ 
chaser  and  captors  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  latter’s  title.  No  ques¬ 
tion  could  arise  as  to  any  neutral  who  was  not  the  purchaser,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  none  as  between  the  captor  and  the  enemy,  for  the  possession  of 
the  captor  was  a  sufficient  title  as  against  him.  The  captor’s  bill  of 
sale  to  the  purchaser  would  be  good  against  all  the  world  except  only 
the  enemy,  in  case  the  prize  should  come  within  bis  jurisdiction  during 
the  war  and  before  condemnation,  in  which  case  he  might  restore  to  the 
original  owner.  But  if  a  condemnation  took  place,  or  a  peace  ensued, 
either  event  would  quiet  the  purchaser’s  title,  so  that,  as  I  said  before, 
such  a  sale  could  raise  no  question  between  any  other  parties  than  the 
captor  and  the  purchaser,  and  if  they  could  agree  upon  terms  it  was 
nobody  else’s  business.  When  I  speak  of  the  captor  I  mean,  of  course, 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Having  dispatched  the  prizes  as  related,  I  turned  my  head  eastward 
and  ran  the  coast  up  to  Trinidad,  which  island  I  entered  on  the  30th  of 
July.  Here  I  landed  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  Joseph  Maxwell. 
Before  setting  them  on  shore  I  sent  for  the  two  mates  into  my  cabin, 
and  told  them  I  had  brought  them  to  this  place  to  land  them,  because 
it  was  a  mail  station  at  which  I  could  receive  late  news  from  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  had  been  my  intention,  had  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  dared  to  carry  out  its  barbarous  threat  of  treating  the 
prisoners  of  the  privateer  /Savannah ,  who  had  fallen  into  its  hands,  as 
pirates,  to  retaliate  on  them  and  their  crew  by  hanging  man  for  man, 
but  that  I  was  glad  to  inform  them  that  this  unpleasant  duty  had  not, 
as  appeared  by  late  intelligence,  been  imposed  upon  me.  The  question 
of  my  being  permitted  to  coal  here  was  submitted  to  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  by  the  governor,  who  entertained  some  doubts  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  decided  in  my  favor,  and  I  filled  up  with  coal  and  watered 
ship,  and  replaced  my  main  yard,  which  had  been  carried  away,  by  a 
new  one,  and  on  the  5th  of  August  I  steamed  out  of  the  harbor.  An 
English  seaman,  named  John  Smith,  whom  we  had  shipped  at  Curasao, 
ran  away  from  us  here. 

In  pursuance  of  the  intention  already  expressed,  of  making  my  way 
to  the  coast  of  Brazil,  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  run  as  far  as  Maranham,  or 
at  least  Para,  before  coaling  again,  but  I  discovered  after  being  out 
five  or  six  days  that  this  would  be  impossible,  and  on  the  11th  of 
August,  being  in  latitude  2°  38'  N.  and  longitude  47°  48'  Wr.,  having 
only  thirty  hours  of  fuel  left,  I  let  the  steam  go  down,  put  the  ship 
under  sail,  and  bore  up  for  Cayenne,  in  French  Guiana,  distant  some 
300  miles  under  our  lee.  I  anchored  in  this  port  on  the  15th,  and  on  the 
16th,  finding  that  I  could  not  procure  coal,  there  being  none  in  the 
market,  I  got  under  way  again  and  ran  further  down  the  coast  to  Suri¬ 
nam,  in  Dutch  Guiana,  off  the  bar  of  which  nort  I  anchored  on  the  after- 
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noon  of  the  18th  to  await  a  pilot.  Just  at  nightfall  a  steamer  was  descried 
in  the  west  approaching  the  bar,  but  she  was  too  far  off  to  bemade  out 
distinctly.  Not  knowing  but  she  might  be  an  enemy,  we  cleared  ship 
for  action  and  awaited  her  approach  with  the  men  at  quarters.  At  a 
little  after  10  p.  m.  she  came  up  and  anchored  some  5  miles  from  us. 

At  early  daylight  next  morning  I  caused  steam  to  be  got  up,  the 
stranger  doing  the  same;  got  my  anchor,  and  we  mutually  stood  toward 
each  other.  I  showed  French  colors,  and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
the  stranger  showed  the  same  colors.  Soon  becoming  satisfied  that  the 
stranger  was  a  French  steamer  of  war,  I  hauled  down  the  French  colors 
and  hoisted  our  own,  and  ran  down  and  spoke  him.  He  proved  to  be  H. 
M.  S.  Vulture ,  from  Martinique  to  Cayenne,  with  French  convicts  on 
board,  and  being,  like  myself,  bound  into  Surinam  for  coal,  we  went  in 
together.  I  was  detained  twelve  days  in  Surinam,  in  coaling  and  water¬ 
ing  ship,  and  on  the  last  day  of  my  stay  the  cabin  and  wardroom 
stewards  deserted — the  former  being  my  body  servant  and  a  slave,  the 
only  slave  on  board,  and  the  latter  being  a  Malay.  The  letters  here¬ 
with,  marked  L  and  M,  will  show  what  steps  were  taken  for  the  recov¬ 
ery  of  these  persons.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  were 
seduced  away  by  the  U.  S.  consul,  a  man  of  no  character,  married  to  a 
mulatto  woman  who  owned  a  few  slaves,  and  some  Yankee  skippers 
that  were  in  port. 

I  sailed  from  Surinam  on  the  31st  of  August  and  arrived  at  Maran- 
ham  on  the  6th  of  September,  having  seen  but  four  sail  since  leaving 
Trinidad  a  month  before,  one  near  Trinidad,  which  I  did  not  chase,  as 
she  was  a  long  way  off  and  in  an  opposite  direction  from  our  course, 
and  which  we  could  not  have  overhauled  before  night  if  we  had  chased ; 
a  Dutchman  near  Surinam;  a  brig  off  the  Amazon,  running  before  half 
a  gale;  and  a  Brazilian  mail  steamer  near  Maranliam.  Maranham  is  a 
port  of  somewhat  difficult  access,  birt  as  there  was  no  pilot  to  be  seen 
as  I  entered  the  bay,  at  the  head  of  which  it  stands,  I  was  compelled 
either  to  anchor  and  send  a  boat  a  long  way  in  search  of  a  pilot,  and 
be  delayed  perhaps  a  day,  or  make  the  best  of  my  way  without  one.  I 
determined  upon  the  latter  course,  believing  that  my  chart  would 
enable  me  to  avoid  all  danger.  After  having  run  past  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  parts  of  the  navigation,  viz,  the  shoals  off  Itacolomi  and  the  Do 
Meio  Bank,  I  was  suddenly  brought  up  on  a  sand  bank  in  2  fathoms 
water,  in  a  place  represented  as  perfectly  clear  by  the  chart  (one  of 
the  Blunt’s  compilation),  and  the  ship  hung  for  about  half  a  minute.  A 
rapid  tide  running  out,  however,  soon  swung  her  bow  off  the  bank,  the 
edge  of  which  was  up  and  down,  and  she  slid  off  into  deepwater  without 
receiving  other  damage  than  the  loss  of  her  false  keel,  a  piece  of 
scantling  of  about  6  inches  in  depth,  which  had  been  bolted  on  to  the 
keel  over  her  copper  to  guard  her  propeller  and  rudder  against  the 
effects  of  similar  accidents.  I  had  a  leadsman  in  the  chains,  who  had 
got  a  cast  of  his  lead  immediately  preceding  her  striking,  and  found 
no  botton  with  8  or  9  fathoms  of  line.  Warned  by  this  accident  of  the 
faithlessness  of  my  chart  I  came  to,  and  seeing  some  fishermen  on  the 
neighboring  beach,  I  dispatched  a  boat  and  brought  one  of  them  on 
board,  who  undertook  to  pilot  me  up  to  the  town,  where  we  arrived  and 
anchored  at  about  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  had  now  accomplished 
my  purpose  of  reaching  the  coast  of  Brazil,  but  entirely  without  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  way  of  captures,  as  you  have  seen.  Indeed,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  small  trade  in  provisions,  the  war  seemed  to  have  put  an  end 
to  all  the  enemy’s  commerce  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of  South  Amer¬ 
ica  which  we  had  traversed. 
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At  Surinam  there  were  only  four  small  vessels  of  the  enemy,  at  Cay¬ 
enne  one,  and  at  Maranham  none.  In  turning  my  head  eastward  after 
leaving  Cuba,  it  was  my  orignal  intention  to  proceed  off  Cape  St. 
Roque,  the  great  fork  road,  as  it  were,  of  the  commerce  of  the  East  and 
the  W est,  but  upon  my  arrival  at  Maranham  I  abandoned  this  idea  for  the 
time,  the  season  being  unpropitious  for  operations  off  this  cape.  The 
S.  E.  trade  wind  blows  almost  a  constant  gale  in  this  parallel  until  the 
end  of  December  or  the  first  of  January,  when  it  relaxes  its  force  and 
the  rainy  season  sets  in.  Accompanying  these  fierce  winds  there  is 
a  current  setting  to  the  westward  of  from  2£  to  4  knots  per  hour.  In 
such  a  wind  and  leeward  current  I  could  operate  to  very  little  purpose. 
Every  chase  would  necessarily  be  a  long  one,  unless  by  accident,  and 
many  of  the  fast  sail  ships  would  outrun  me  under  a  press  of  canvas 
before  these  gales.  Chasing  to  leeward,  too,  would  soon  put  an  end  to 
my  cruise,  as  after  every  such  chase  I  should  be  obliged  to  regain  my 
station  by  the  aid  of  steam,  driving  my  ship  against  both  wind  and 
current.  I  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  this  idea  for  the  present,  as 
before  stated.  Another  consideration  with  me,  too,  was  that  my  funds 
were  running  short,  for  I  had  only  brought  $10,000  to  sea  with  me.  In 
the  ten  captures  that  I  had  made  no  more  than  the  sum  of  $200  was 
found  on  board  of  them  all.  The  masters,  instead  of  being  intrusted 
with  money  with  which  to  defray  their  expenses,  were  uniformly 
authorized  to  draw  on  their  consignees  against  their  charter  parties. 

Coal  is  very  high  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  I  paid  $17.50  per  ton  for 
it  in  Maranham.  It  behooved  me,  therefore,  to  arrange  my  cruising  so 
that  I  should  not  coal  too  often.  I  determined,  on  consideration  of  all 
these  facts,  to  fill  up  with  coal  and  run  back  to  the  equatorial  calm 
belt,  the  southern  edge  of  which  at  this  season  of  the  year  was  about 
in  latitude  5°  1ST.,  and  placing  myself  in  the  track  of  returning  ships 
from  the  Pacific,  Rio,  etc.,  cruise  for  awhile.  Chasing  would  cost  me 
but  small  expenditure  of  fuel  here,  because  of  the  light  winds  and 
calms,  and  I  might  keep  the  sea  six  or  eight  weeks  if  need  be,  without 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  port  to  renew  my  supplies.  We  were 
treated  at  Maranham  with  civility  by  the  authorities,  as  indeed  we  had 
been  everywhere  else,  and  all  the  better-informed  Brazilians  whom  I 
conversed  with  expressed  a  warm  sympathy  in  our  cause.  They 
assented  readily  to  the  idea  that  our  quarrel  was  in  a  great  measure 
their  own,  that  we  were  fighting  the  advance  battle  of  compulsory  labor, 
and  that  if  we  were  beaten  in  it,  they  in  turn  would  be  called  upon  by 
the  antislavery  propagandists  of  the  world  to  defend  their  property 
with  arms.  1  found  the  same  sentiment  in  Surinam,  Holland  not  yet 
having  abolished  slavery  in  her  colonies,  though  there  is  a  strong 
abolition  party  endeavoring  to  effect  it.  Whilst  I  am  on  this  subject, 
I  may  as  well  mention  that  I  found  the  coolie  trade  in  full  activity  in 
the  English  and  French  colonies,  these  two  governments  seeming  intent 
upon  retrieving  their  error  of  liberating  the  black  man  by  enslaving  the 
white  man. 

I  was  detained  nine  days  in  Maranham  by  the  operations  of  coaling 
and  watering  ship.  I  made  a  small  addition  to  my  provisions  here, 
also,  and  supplied  myself  with  a  new  anchor  in  place  of  one  I  had  lost 
on  the  coast.  On  the  14th  of  September,  the  day  before  sailing,  I  drew 
on  you,  in  favor  of  Mr.  J.  Wetson,  for  the  sum  of  $2,000,  this  gentleman 
having  advanced  me  this  sum.  Mr.  Wetson  is  a  citizen  of  Texas,  tem¬ 
porarily  domiciled  in  Brazil  in  pursuit  of  his  profession  as  an  engineer, 
and  has  retained  all  his  warm  affection  for  his  country,  its  institutions, 
and  its  liberties,  and  not  only  volunteered  his  purse  in  aid  of  our  cause, 
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but  would  have  come  on  board  in  person  if  it  bad  been  possible  for  bim 
to  arrange  bis  affairs  in  time.  1  can  not  take  leave  of  Maranbam 
without  speaking  of  an  agreeable  interview  I  bad  witb  tlie  president 
of  tbe  province.  This  interview  took  place  in  consequence  of  an  effort 
wbicb  had  been  made  by  tbe  U.  S.  consul  to  prevent  my  being  treated 
witb  hospitality  in  tbe  port,  or  receiving  supplies.  This  consul,  who, 
witb  tbe  usual  thrift  of  bis  countrymen,  was  dignifiedly  uniting  the  two 
occupations  of  dentist  and  consul,  averred  that  I  bad  not  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  other  neutral  ports,  and  protested  against  my  being 
permitted  to  remain  in  this.  As  Brazil  bad  already  acknowledged 
us  a  belligerent,  and  declared  her  intention  to  preserve  a  strict  neu¬ 
trality  between  tbe  two  parties  to  tbe  war,  this  protest  only  served  to 
display  tbe  ignorance  of  tbe  young  man  who  bad  written  it.  1  found 
it  bad  made  no  impression  on  tbe  government  of  tbe  provinces,  and  I 
bad  the  satisfaction  of  refuting  its  falsehoods  by  showing  the  president 
that  I  bad  not  only  been  courteously  received  into  tbe  colonies  of  Spain, 
Holland,  Great  Britain,  and  France,  but  that  I  bad  coaled  wherever  I 
bad  desired,  and  coal  was  to  be  bad  in  tbe  market. 

Tbe  president  assured  me  that  be  had  no  objection  to  my  purchasing 
such  supplies  as  I  needed,  coal  included,  and  assented,  in  a  kindly  and 
sympathizing  manner,  to  all  my  propositions  relative  to  tbe  injustice  of 
tbe  war  waged  upon  us,  and  the  many  motives  Brazil  bad  to  take  an 
interest  in  its  issue. 

Tbe  course  pursued  by  tbe  U.  S.  consul  here  was  but  a  counterpart 
of  that  pursued  by  all  tbe  other  consuls  of  tbe  enemy  at  tbe  several 
ports  we  bad  visited.  With  indecent  baste,  and  witb  falsehood  on 
their  lips,  they  bad  endeavored  in  every  instance  to  prevent  our  receiv¬ 
ing  supplies,  resorting  to  the  merchants  and  the  markets  when  their 
influence  witb  the  Government  failed.  Tbe  consul  at  Surinam  made 
himself  particularly  obnoxious,  and  bad  recourse  to  all  tbe  small  expe¬ 
dients  wbicb  small  men  are  wont  to  resort  to  in  extremity.  I  only 
smiled,  however,  at  these  efforts  as  they  were  made  known  to  me,  as  I 
found  no  difficulty  in  foiling  them,  witb  our  recognition  by  all  tbe  great 
powers  as  a  belligerent  in  one  band,  and  all-potent  gold  in  tbe  other. 
Having  completed  all  my  arrangements,  I  steamed  out  of  tbe  port  of 
Maranbam  on  the  loth  of  September,  and  made  tbe  best  of  my  way  to 
my  cruising  ground.  At  meridian  on  the  17th,  being  in  latitude  2°  20' 
1ST.,  and  longitude  41°  27'  W.,  I  directed  tbe  fires  to  be  banked,  and  put 
tbe  ship  under  sail  and  cruised  for  tbe  next  twenty-six  days  between 
tbe  parallels  of  2°  30'  N.  and  9°  30'  IN.  and  the  meridians  of  41°  30'  W. 
and  47°  30'  W.  By  inspecting  a  chart  of  this  portion  of  tbe  Atlantic, 
it  will  be  perceived  that  the  N.W.  diagonal  of  tbe  quadrilateral  figure 
marked  out  by  these  parallels  and  meridians  is  the  direct  course  between 
Cape  St.  Boque  and  New  York,  and  it  was  near  this  diagonal  that  I 
kept  my  ship,  sometimes  to  tbe  eastward  and  sometimes  to  the  west¬ 
ward  of  it. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  at  daylight,  we  descried  and  chased  a 
sail  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  with  wbicb  we  came  up  about 
10:30  a  m.  She  proved  to  be  tbe  brigantine  Joseph  Park,  of  Boston, 
from  Pernambuco  to  Turks  Island.  Tbe  property  of  this  vessel  being 
wholly  in  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  I  captured  her.  She  bad  no 
cargo  on  board,  and  but  a  small  sum  of  money  (about  $800) — part  of 
her  outward-earned  freight — tbe  remainder  being  in  a  bill  on  Turks 
Island.  I  put  a  prize  crew  on  board  this  vessel  and  kept  her  in  com¬ 
pany  with  me  for  three  days,  as  a  lookout  or  scout  ship.  At  tbe  end 
of  this  time  I  set  fire  to  and  burned  her.  Tbe  number  of  prisoners 
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removed  from  lier  was  ten.  Some  water  and  provisions  and  a  few 
spars  and  sails,  etc.,  were  obtained  from  her.  Nothing-  was  seen 
between  this  day  and  the  5t,h  day  of  October,  when  “  Sail,  lio!”  was 
again  cried  from  aloft.  The  sail  was  far  to  windward  of  us,  standing 
to  the  N.  W.,  and  it  was  blowing  a  very  fresh  N.  E.  trade.  We  gave 
chase,  and,  although  the  stranger  was  evidently  very  fast  and  had 
crowded  on  all  the  sail  that  would  draw  with  the  wind  a  little  abaft 
his  beam,  we  came  up  with  him  in  three  hours  and  a  quarter.  I 
showed  him  the  United  States  colors,  and  was  much  disappointed, 
after  the  expenditure  of  so  much  steam  and  speed,  to  see  him  run  up 
in  return  the  English  flag.  I  boarded  him,  nevertheless,  found  him 
what  his  colors  represented  him  to  be  (the  brig  Spartan,  of  Halifax, 
from  Bio  de  Janeiro  to  St.  Thomas),  and  permitted  him,  without 
unnecessary  detention,  to  proceed  on  his  course.  In  reply  to  his  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  what  we  were  doing  in  this  latitude,  my  boarding  officer 
stated  that  we  were  cruising  in  pursuit  of  the  Sumter  and  Jeff.  Davis, 
and  lieno  doubt  so  reported  us  at  St.  Thomas.  No  other  sail  having  been 
seen  between  this  date  and  the  13tli,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
“beaten  track”  between  Bio  and  New  York  had  been  abandoned,  and 
I  filled  away  and  made  sail  to  the  northward  and  westward.  I  was 
aided  in  drawing  this  conclusion  by  a  letter  found  on  board  the  Joseph 
Dark,  from  a  ship  master  to  his  owners,  in  the  following  terms.  He 
writes  from  Pernambuco: 

The  Asterion  arrived  off  this  port  last  evening,  seventy-five  days  from  Baker  Island, 
and  came  to  anchor  in  the  outer  roads  this  morning.  I  found  yours  of  August  9  and 
noted  the  contents,  which  I  must  say  have  made  me  rather  blue.  I  think  you  had 
better  insure,  even  at  the  extra  premium,  as  the  Asterion  is  not  a  clipper  and  will  be 
a  bon  prize  l'or  the  Southerners.  I  shall  sail  this  evening  (September  16,  three  days 
before  the  Joseph  Park)  and  take  a  new  route  for  Hampton  Roads 

Like  scared  waterfowl,  the  returning  ships  from  the  Pacific  and  the 
coast  of  Brazil  have  no  doubt  each  for  itself  winged  a  separate  and 
eccentric  flight  homeward. 

On  the  27th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  schooner  I). 
Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  bound  to  Demerara  with  a  cargo  of 
provisions.  I  supplied  myself  from  her  with  provisions  for  five  mouths, 
took  such  sails  and  other  articles  as  I  needed  from  her,  and  burned  her. 
As  we  approached  the  Windward  West  India  Islands  (in  pursuance  of 
an  intention  to  run  into  Martinique  and  replenish  my  water  and  fuel) 
we  entered  a  new  track  of  commerce  in  which  vessels  became  more 
abundant.  Between  the  date  of  our  capture  of  the  Trowbridge  and  our 
arrival  at  Martinique  on  the  9th  of  November,  a  period  of  thirteen  days, 
we  overhauled  and  boarded  fifteen  sail,  not  one  of  which,  however, 
proved  to  be  an  American.  Indeed,  from  this  striking  fact  and  other 
circumstances  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
almost  the  entire  trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  West  Indies  has 
been  broken  up.  On  the  9th  of  November,  being  nearly  entirely  out  of 
water,  and  having  but  little  fuel  remaining,  I  ran  into  Port  de  Prance, 
Martinique,  and  anchored,  after  an  active  cruise  of  fifty-five  days  at 
sea,  having  spoken  in  this  time  seventeen  sail,  only  two  of  which  proved 
to  be  American,  and  which  two  I  burned,  as  already  related.  Three  of 
the  sixteen  prisoners  received  from  the  burned  vessels  preferring  to 
remain  with  me,  I  shipped  them  into  the  service;  the  remainder  I  put  on 
parole  and  delivered  to  the  U.  S.  consul. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  [B.  Semmks, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  acting  U.  S. 
consul  at  Cadiz,  Spain,  regarding  transfer  of  prisoners. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  Cadiz ,  January  4 ,  1861[2]. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  on  board,  this  ship 
forty-three  prisoners  of  war,  late  the  crews  of  a  ship,  a  bark,  and  a 
schooner,  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  burned  by  me  on 
the  high  seas.  These  men  having  elected  to  be  discharged  on  parole, 
I  am  ready  to  deliver  them  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

John  S.  Smith, 

Acting  Consul  of  the  United  States ,  Cadiz. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  civil  governor, 

Cadiz,  Spain. 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  Cadiz ,  January  7 ,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  this 
day’s  date,  requesting  me  to  land  my  prisoners  and  put  the  necessary 
repairs  upon  my  ship  with  all  necessary  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


Senor  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Civil  Governor ,  Cadiz. 


[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  IJ.  S.  consul 
at  Cadiz,  Spain,  declining  communication  till  properly  addressed. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  morning  having  been  sent  off  to  me  by  a  com¬ 
mon  boatman,  I  could  not  learn  the  name  of  the  writer  without  break¬ 
ing  the  envelope.  Having  done  so,  and  ascertained  it  to  be  from  your¬ 
self,  I  decline  to  receive  it  as  being  improperly  addressed.  My  address 
is  as  follows:  “Commander  R.  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S. 
S.  Sumter. v 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

E.  S.  Eggleston,  Commander,  C.  8.  Navy. ] 

U.  8.  Consul.  J 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  captain  of 
the  port,  Cadiz,  Spain,  relative  to  docking  ship. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz,  January  7 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  place  my  ship  in  dock  for  repairs  with  all  convenient 
dispatch.  Will  you  facilitate  for  me  this  operation  ? 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 


The  Captain  of  the  Port,  Cadiz. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  W.  L. 

Yancey,  C.  S.  commissioner,  London,  requesting  suppliestof  money  and  clothing. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  7,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  port  with 
this  ship  under  my  command,  forty- two  days  from  the  island  of  Martin¬ 
ique,  in  the  West  Indies.  On  my  way  across  the  Atlantic  I  capturedfour 
of  theenemy’ssliip,  three  of  which  I  burned.  Myprisoners,  forty-three 
in  number,  I  shall  liberate  on  parole.  My  ship  having  been  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-six  days  at  sea,  and  having  encountered  several  severe 
gales  of  wind  on  her  passage  to  this  place,  is  leaking  badly,  and  is 
otherwise  so  much  out  of  condition  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  dock 
her  for  repairs.  For  this  purpose  I  shall  require  funds.  Can  you 
supply  me?  I  shall  need  at  least  $20,000.  My  crew  need  clothing 
also,  and  the  best  plan  of  supplying  this  necessary  material  of  suita¬ 
ble  quality  and  at  reasonable  rates  would  be  to  procure  it  in  London 
and  ship  it  to  me  by  steamer.  Two  hundred  complete  suits,  pea 
jackets  excepted,  such  as  are  worn  by  the  British  seamen,  would  give 
me  an  ample  supply. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  was  summarily  ordered  to  depart  within 
twenty-four  hours,  but  I  respectfully  declined  to  do  so,  and  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion  being  referred  to  Madrid  the  local  authorities  were  overruled  and 
permission  was  given  me  both  to  land  my  prisoners  and  put  my  ship 
in  dock  for  repairs.  I  was  in  hopes,  when  I  first  took  the  sea,  that  I 
should  be  able  to  live  entirely  upon  the  enemy,  but  I  have  found  the 
Yankee  skippers  and  their  owners  so  poor  and  so  parsimonious  in  the 
way  of  money  that,  although  I  have  captured  16  of  them,  I  have 
gotten  from  the  whole  of  them  no  more  than  about  $1,000.  Provisions 
of  the  best  quality  I  have  captured  in  abundance. 

I  am  entirely  without  intelligence  from  our  Government.  Will  you 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  any  orders  you  may  have  for  me  or 
any  intelligence  which  you  may  think  important,  and  to  inform  me 
how  I  may  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  the  INavy? 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Yancey, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States,  London ,  England. 


[Telegram.] 

Copy  of  a  dispatch  received  from  London,  January  7 : 

Semmes,  Cadiz : 

Very  important  your  ship  to  he  at  Falmouth  soon  as  possible.  Answer. 

North, 

No.  37  Russell  Square. 

Answer : 

Cadiz,  January  7. 

North,  37  Bussell  Street,  London: 

Sumter  can  not  leave  Cadiz  without  being  docked.  Telegraphed  Mr.  Yancey 
to-day.  Want  funds.  Will  use  all  dispatch. 


R.  Semmes. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  captain-general 
of  the  Department  San  Fernando,  regarding  docking  ship. 


January  8, 1802. 


Sir:  I  have  obtained  permission  from  the  Government  to  put  my 
ship  into  dock  for  repairs,  and  have  been  referred  by  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Senor  Don  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo  to  yourself  as  the  proper  person 
to  make  application  to  for  this  purpose.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  facili¬ 
tate  this  object,  so  that  I  may  be  admitted  into  dock  as  soon  as  possible? 
My  ship  is  ready  at  any  moment  to  come  up  to  the  dock. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 


His  Excellency  the  Captain-General  of  the  Department  San 
Fernando. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  CT  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  civil  gov¬ 
ernor,  Cadiz,  Spain,  calling  attention  to  an  insult,  tc  officers  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  8 ,  1862. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  a  couple  of  my  officers, 
whilst  coming  on  board  this  ship  to-day  at  11  a.  m.,  in  a  boat  from  the 
shore,  were  rudely  and  uncivilly  commanded  to  come  alongside  the 
'guard  boat,  although  they  had  on  their  uniforms  at  the  time,  and  even 
after  they  had  gone  alongside  and  there  could  no  longer  be  any  doubt 
of  their  character,  if  any  had  previously  existed,  the  boat  in  which 
they  were  embarked  was  insultingly  searched.  1  am  sure  I  need  not 
comment  upon  such  conduct  as  this,  as  your  Excellency,  as  a  gentle¬ 
man  and  an  officer,  must  see  at  a  glance  that  such  conduct  is  without 
justification  or  apology. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Senor  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Civil  Governor  of  the  Port  of  Cadiz ,  Spain. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  for  publication  in 

the  London  Times , 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 
January  .9,  [1862\. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  [London]  Times: 

Sir:  Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  columns,  to  say  a  word 
to  the  civilized  world  in  defense  of  my  ship  against  the  scurrilous  and 
cowardly  attack  made  upon  her  by  Mr.  Gideon  Welles,  who  is  just  now 
the  Secretary  of  the  Northern  fragment  of  what  was  formerly  known 
as  the  United  States  ot  America.  That  gentleman  (for  by  courtesy  I 
must  call^  him  such,  from  the  high  official  position  which  lie  occupies) 
used  the  following  language  in  his  recent  annual  report  to  the  President 
and  Congress  of  what  remains  of  the  old  Confederacy: 

It  was  natural  that  apprehension  should  prevail  in  regard  to  armed  cruisers  com¬ 
missioned  expressly  by  the  rebel  leaders  to  depredate  upon  our  commerce.  This 
robbery  of  merchants  and  others  engaged  in  peaceful  and  lawful  pursuits  by  pirati- 
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cal  cruisers  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  general  conduct  of  those  who  have  violated 
law  and  moral  obligations  to  gratify  inordinate  ambition.  Our  extended  commerce 
presented  inducements  for  piratical  warfare,  yet  hut  few  of  our  misguided  country¬ 
men  have  prostituted  themselves  to  the  purpose  of  plunder,  though  thereto  invited, 
and  those  few  have  been  in  constant  flight  to  escape  the  avenging  power  of  our  vigi¬ 
lant  naval  forces. 

Such  of  these  cruisers  as  eluded  the  blockade  and  capture  were  soon  wrecked, 
beached,  or  sunk,  with  the  exception  of  one,  the  steamer  Sumter,  which,  hv  some 
fatality,  was  permitted  to  pass  the  Brooklyn,  then  blockading  one  of  the  passes  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  after  a  brief  and  feeble  chase  by  the  latter,  was  allowred  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  piratical  voyage.  An  investigation  of  this  whole  occurrence  was 
ordered  by  the  Department.  Soon  the  Niagara  and  the  Powhatan,  from  the  Gulf 
Squadron,  followed  in  vigorous  pursuit,  the  latter,  though  long  in  commission  and 
with  defective  boilers  and  machinery,  imder  her  energetic  commander,  tracking  the 
piratical  craft  as  far  as  Maranham. 

The  Keystone  State,  Richmond,  Iroquois,  and  San  Jacinto  were  also  in  search  of  her 
at  different  points  and  periods.  Although  a  piratical  rover,  without  license  from 
any  recognized  or  acknowledged  government,  and  avowedly  engaged  in  the  rob¬ 
bery  and  plunder  of  our  citizens,  I  regret  to  say  this  vessel  has  been  received  and 
her  wants  supplied,  against  the  remonstrance  of  our  consuls,  by  public  authorities 
in  many  foreign  ports  where  her  character  was  well  known. 

The  closing  paragraph  of  the  above  elegant  extract  from  an  Amer¬ 
ican  state  paper  seems  to  show  that,  although  it  was  penned  ostensi¬ 
bly  against  myself,  it  was  in  fact  leveled  at  those  European  powers 
which  had  acknowledged  the  Confederate  States  to  be  lawful  bellig¬ 
erents  in  the  war  which  had  been  forced  upon  them.  On  no  other  sup¬ 
position  could  it  charge  me  with  “  robbery”  on  the  high  seas  and  with 
being  a  “piratical  rover.”  A  pirate  is  hostis  humani  generis ,  and  may 
be  seized  and  summarily  dealt  with  by  any  and  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth;  but  the  fact  is,  these  officers  of  the  defunct  Federal  Union  are 
so  blinded  by  their  venom  against  the  South  that  they  have  no  longer 
the  power  to  distinguish  between  terms. 

Mr.  Welles,  also  in  imitation  of  the  dirty  and  mendacious  press  of  the 
Yankee  States,  calls  me  a  privateer.  He  knows  better  than  this.  He 
knows  that  a  privateer  is  a  vessel  that  bears  a  letter  of  marque,  and 
that  I  am  cruising  under  no  such  letter.  He  knows  that  I  have  been 
regularly  commissioned  as  a  ship  of  war  of  the  Confederate  States. 
If  he  and  his  deluded  associates  insist  upon  calling  the  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States  “  rebels,”  under  the  idea  that  those  States  still 
form  a  part  of  the  old  Yankee  concern,  then  he  might  characterize  me 
as  a  rebel  man-of-war.  But  if  I  am  this,  so  were  all  the  ships  of  the 
American  colonies  commissioned  by  the  Virginian,  George  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Mr.  Welles  tells  the  President  and  Congress  that  by  “  some  fatality” 
I  ran  the  blockade  of  Yew  Orleans,  and  that  he  has  ordered  the  whole 
affair  to  be  investigated.  With  the  blind  rage  of  a  baffled  madman 
{quern  Deus  vult  perdere,  etc.)  he  will,  no  doubt,  endeavor  to  crush  the 
harmless  and  inoffensive  commander  of  the  Brooklyn ,  who,  poor  man,  no 
doubt  did  his  best.  He  says,  also,  that  he  has  had  six  of  his  largest 
and  fastest  steamers  in  pursuit  of  me,  and  that  the  commander  of  one 
of  them  was  so  energetic  as  to  perform  the  wonderful  feat  of  tracking 
me  as  far  as  Maranham,  in  Brazil. 

This,  I  suppose,  is  one  of  those  daring  acts,  the  officer  being  in  com¬ 
mand  of  a  heavy  frigate,  which  called  forth  the  panegyric  of  the  Yan¬ 
kee  Navy  which  we  find  in  a  subsequent  part  of  Mr.  Welles’  report;  for 
after  praising  his  clerks  this  officer  goes  on  to  remark:  “To  the  patri¬ 
otic  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  the  brave  men  who  in  various  scenes  of 
naval  action  had  served  under  them,  the  Department  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  justly  owe  an  acknowledgment  even  more  earnest  and  emphatic 
than  that  which  they  owe  to  his  clerks.” 
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Oli !  for  a  James  to  portray  these  “  scenes  of  naval  action,”  confined 
to  a  predatory  warfare  on  the  Potomac  River,  directed  chiefly  against 
women  and  children ;  to  the  capture  of  a  sand-hag  battery  at  1 1  atteras ; 
to  the  masterly  movement  of  the  great  Du  Pont,  the  “  greatest  naval 
commander  of  the  age,”  in  Yankee  hyperbole,  who  not  only  knows  how 
to  use  gunpowder,  but  with  Yankee  thrift  to  turn  an  honest  penny  by 
selling  it  to  the  Government;  and  to  the  pursuit  of  the  piratical  Sumter , 
away  ever  so  far,  even  to  the  shore  of  Brazil,  by  the  gallant  Porter, 
who  probably  for  this  feat,  so  little  material  has  Mr.  Welles  for  heroes, 
will  be  made  a  “  flag-officer.” 

I  feel  honored  to  have  been  pursued  by  six  frigates,  and  one  of  them 
caught  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  instead  of  catching  me.  Why,  that  is 
John  Bull’s  affair,  and  not  mine.  But  I  am  fleeing  from  these  ships, 
says  Mr.  Welles.  Soft,  Mr.  Welles.  He  would  have  me,  I  suppose, 
fall  into  the  Yankee  trap  he  has  set  for  me,  and  rush  to  the  encounter 
of  his  six  frigates,  the  least  of  which  is  twice  the  size  of  my  weight  of 
metal.  He  dares  not  send  a  ship  of  equal  force  to  meet  me,  and  if  he 
did  dare  to,  being  safely  ensconced  himself  in  his  arm  chaff,  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  officer  would  not  dare  to  find  me.  But  I  have  to  inform 
Mr.  Welles  that  by  “  some  fatality”  I  have  run  another  blockade. 

I  have  recently  steamed  out  of  the  port  of  St.  Pierre,  in  the  island  of 
Martinique,  in  the  face  of  one  of  the  fastest  and  finest  of  his  Yankee 
ships,  the  Iroquois ,  and  which  is  more  than  twice  my  force.  Poor 
Captain  Palmer !  I  fear  that  he,  too,  will  be  immolated  on  the  altar  of 
the  “  universal  Yankee  nation,”  because  he  did  not  catch  the  Sumter , 
though,  from  all  we  can  learn  he  had  fits  on  the  occasion.  This  honor¬ 
able  captain  is  indeed  a  fit  representative  of  the  honor  of  Yankee- 
doodledom,  for  he  has  violated  the  sovereignty  of  Prance  and  his  own 
solemn  pledge  at  the  same  time,  given  to  the  commanding  French  and 
naval  officer  present,  by  causing  blue  lights  (brought  all  the  way,  no 
doubt,  from  New  London,  Conn.)  to  be  burned  on  board  a  Yankee 
schooner  in  the  harbor  to  signal  to  him  my  departure.  But  I  only 
allude  to  this  en  passant,  as  France  is  abundantly  able  to  take  care  of 
her  own  honor — 

If  the  universal  Yankee  nation 

Can  whip  all  creation. 

When  Mr.  Welles  learns,  too,  that  on  my  way  hither  I  burned  three 
more  Yankee  ships  and  liberated  a  fourth  only  because  she  had  an  Eng¬ 
lish  cargo  on  board,  he  will  probably  send  six  more  of  his  doughty  war 
ships  after  me,  that  is  to  say,  if  he  can  spare  them  from  burning  corn 
cribs  and  frightening  women  and  children  along  our  Southern  coast. 
He  will  take  especial  care,  too,  to  put  plenty  of  men  and  guns  on  board 
of  them,  for  otherwise  I  might  not  be  in  “  such  constant  flight  to  escape 
the  avenging  power  of  our  vigilant  naval  force.”  A  word  or  two  more 
and  I  shall  have  done. 

What  can  wise  Mr.  Welles  mean  when  he  objects  to  the  “  robbery  of 
merchants  and  others  engaged  in  peaceful  commerce  and  lawful  pur¬ 
suits?”  Does  he  not  know  that  all  property,  with  rare  exceptions, 
captured  on  the  high  seas  is  property  belonging  to  “  merchants  and 
others  engaged  in  peaceful  commerce  and  lawful  pursuits?”  Why  this 
senseless  diatribe,  then,  about  robbery,  and  piracy,  and  privateproperty, 
and  peaceful  commerce,  and  lawful  pursuits?  If  Mr.  Welles  would 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  capturing  some  of  his  public  property  I 
would  be  much  obliged  to  him.  But  lie  takes  very  good  care  not  to  do 
this,  by  sending  his  heaviest  ships  after  me.  And  have  the  Yankee 
naval  officers  in  those  “  scenes  of  naval  action,”  in  which  they  have 
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distinguished  themselves,  refrained  from  the  capture  of  private  prop¬ 
erty  ? 

I  saw  recently  in  a  Yankee  paper  an  account  of  a  wood  sloop,  that 
is,  a  sloop  loaded  with  firewood,  having  been  most  gallantly  captured 
and  burned  the  other  day  on  the  Potomac,  and  a  number  of  other  small 
craft,  belonging  to  the  poor  people  along  the  coast,  have  been  captured 
from  time  to  time  and  sent  to  Yankeedom  for  adjudication.  Even 
fishermen  have  been  subjected  to  the  same  fate,  a  class  exempted  by 
all  civilized  nations.  But  I  suppose  it  is  only  when  the  vessel  is  a  fine 
ship  of  1,000  tons,  belongs  to  a  Yankee,  and  is  captured  by  the  Sumter , 
that  the  property  becomes  private !  Astute  Mr.  Welles!  The  fact  is, 
that  this  Northern  horde  of  the  Alani  which  is  bearing  down  upon  the 
sunny  fields  of  the  South,  in  imitation  of  their  ancient  prototypes,  has 
(while  Mr.  Welles  is  singing  his  hypocritical  song)  set  all  the  rules  of 
civilized  warfare  at  defiance,  and  captures  private  property  on  the  land 
as  well  as  the  sea. 

The  gallant  Du  Pont  laid  his  unscrupulous  hands  upon  all  the  cot¬ 
ton  he  could  find  at  Beaufort,  a  few  bales  only,  as  it  happened,  and 
first  and  last  many  brilliant  achievements  in  the  way  of  stealing 
negroes  and  robbing  and  burning  private  residences  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  these  Northmen  amid  the  “  various  scenes  of  naval 
action”  in  which  they  have  flourished.  But  I  grow  tired  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  I  fear  I  have  already  trespassed  too  much  upon  your  space 
and  patience.  I  am  reminded,  too,  of  an  old  adage,  that  “he  who 
meddles  with  pitch  shall  be  defiled,”  and  so  I  will  take  leave  of  Mr. 
Gideon  Welles  and  his  scurrilous  report. 

R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  captain- 
general  of  the  marine,  Cadiz,  Spain,  regarding  docking  ship. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  10 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  to-day, 
informing  me  that  I  can  come  up  to  San  Fernando  on  the  evening  of 
the  12th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  being  docked  the  next  day.  I  will 
communicate  with  the  captain  of  the  port  and  come  up  on  the  day 
indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 1 

Excelentisimo  Seiior  Captain-General  of  the  Marine 

Of  the  Department  of  Cadiz,  San  Fernando. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  civil  gov¬ 
ernor,  Cadiz,  Spain,  requesting  permission  to  put  a  man  ashore. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  10,  1862. 

Sir:  On  my  passage  hither  from  the  island  of  Martinique  one  of  my 
marines,  whilst  on  guard  over  prisoners  of  war,  was  found  asleep  on 
his  post.  He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  the  offense,  found  guilty, 
and,  instead  of  being  sentenced  to  death,  as  he  might  have  been  under 
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our  laws,  the  court  leniently  sentenced  him  to  be  kept  in  irons  until  we 
should  arrive  in  port  and  then  to  be  discharged  from  the  service.  Will 
you  permit  me  to  put  this  man  on  shore  here  ? 

1  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[It.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Bxcelentisimo  Senor  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Civil  Governor ,  Cadiz. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S  Sumter,  to  the  civil  gov¬ 
ernor,  Cadiz,  Spain,  acknowledging  communication. 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  11 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  ot  to  day,  informing 
me  that  I  might  land  the  marine  mentioned  in  my  note  of  the  10th 
instant.  I  will  put  him  ashore  on  the  mole  to  morrow  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[E.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


Excelentisimo  Senor  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Civil  Governor 


[Telegram.] 

Cadiz,  January  12,  1862. 

Sumter  in  dock.  Funds  required.  Send  $20,000.  Answer. 

E.  Semmes. 


Yancey  or  Fearn, 

(Care  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Norcome,) 
67  Rue  de  Seine,  Paris. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  that  vessel  from  November  9,  1861,  to  January  16,  1862. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  dispatch  sent  from  this  place  by  the  British  steamer 
Amazon,  for  London,  which  promised  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Hon.  William  L.  Yancey,  for  transmission  to  you,  I  had  the  honor  to 
give  you  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  of  this  ship  under  my 
command  from  the  date  of  her  equipment  in  New  Orleans  to  that  of  my 
arrival  at  the  island  of  Martinique  on  the  9th  of  November  last. 

As  stated  in  that  dispatch,  I  at  first  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Fort 
de  France.  Finding  no  coal  here  in  private  hands,  and  the  governor 
being  unwilling  to  supply  me  from  the  public  docks,  I  dispatched  my 
paymaster  to  St.  Pierre  to  ascertain  if  it  could  be  procured  there.  In 
the  meantime  I  had  had  an  interview  with  the  governor  on  the  subject 
of  supplies  generally,  and  he  had  promised  me  that  I  might  procure 
freely  whatever  I  might  need.  My  paymaster  returned  from  St.  Pierre 
in  due  course  of  steamer,  and  reported  to  me  that  although  coal  in 
abundance  could  be  had  at  that  place,  the  collector  of  the  customs  had 
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interposed  and  prohibited  the  merchants  from  selling  or  delivering  it 
to  me.  Upon  this  being  made  known  to  me  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
governor,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  A.  The  governor’s 
reply  is  also  appended,  marked  B.  From  these  two  letters  you  will 
perceive  that  the  difficulty  was  removed.  Having  remained  no  longer 
at  Fort  de  France  than  was  necessary  to  water  ship  and  give  my  crew 
a  short  run  on  shore,  I  got  underway  on  the  13tli  of  November  and 
proceeded  to  St.  Pierre.  I  commenced  coaling  ship  on  the  same  even¬ 
ing.  On  the  next  day  at  about  3  p.  m.  the  enemy’s  steam  sloop,  the 
Iroquois ,  of  twice  my  size  and  force,  made  her  appearance  off  the  harbor 
and,  without  coming  to  anchor,  cruised  to  and  fro  across  my  bow  in 
blockade  for  twenty-four  hours.  My  ship  was  moored  head  and  stern 
within  100  yards  of  the  shore  for  convenience  of  coaling,  and  the  Iro¬ 
quois  sometimes  approached  me  within  a  ship’s  length,  especially  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  I  ke})t  my  crew  constantly  prepared  for  action,  making 
them  sleep  at  their  guns,  as  from  this  offensive  violation  of  the  neutral 
waters  in  which  I  was  lying  I  supposed  that  the  enemy  might  possibly 
have  the  audacity  to  assault  me.  As  soon  as  this  conduct  of  the  enemy 
was  made  known  to  the  governor  at  Fort  de  France  by  his  subordi¬ 
nates,  he  dispatched  the  French  steamer  of  war  Acheron,  Captain 
Ducliatel  [Duchaxel],  to  St.  Pierre  to  see  that  the  neutral  rights  of 
France  were  properly  respected.  At  the  same  time  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  governor,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  O. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Acheron  the  Iroquois  came  to  anchor, 
whereupon  the  captain  of  the  Acheron  went  on  board  of  her  and 
demanded  that  she  should  either  depart  twenty-hours  before  the 
Sumter,  or  permit  the  Sumter  to  depart  twenty-four  hours  before  her. 
Instead  of  acceding  to  this  demand,  however,  Captain  Palmer  imme¬ 
diately  got  underway  and  stood  to  sea,  placing  himself  about  a  league 
(though  frequently  coming  within  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  under 
cover  of  night)  from  the  shore.  He  continued  to  cruise  in  this  manner 
until  I  made  my  escape.  In  the  meantime  I  addressed  letters  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Ducliatel  [Duchaxel],  copies  of  which  are  annexed,  marked  D, 
E,  and  F,  which  will  explain  themselves. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  of  November,  the  moon  having  waned 
sufficiently  to  render  the  night  partially  obscure,  at  8  p.  m.  I  slipped 
my  moorings  and  started  under  a  full  head  of  steam  to  the  south¬ 
ward.  Immediately,  as  I  had  predicted,  blue  lights  were  burned 
from  the  deck  of  a  Yankee  schooner  in  port  to  signal  to  the  Iroquois 
my  departure  and  the  direction  I  had  taken.  Seeing  which,  in  the 
course  of  about  twenty  minutes,  I  doubled,  ran  in  under  the  shadow 
of  the  land,  and  stood  in  the  opposite  direction,  to  the  northward. 
By  this  simple  maneuver  I  not  only  deceived  the  enemy  but  turned 
his  signals  to  my  own  advantage.  I  steamed  rapidly  along  the 
west  side  of  Dominica  after  leaving  Martinique,  and  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  the  Iroquois  and  the  Sumter  were  probably  150  miles  apart.  The 
night,  which  was  quite  clear  when  I  started,  became  squally  and 
rainy  soon  afterwards.  But  whilst  the  squalls  were  driving  Captain 
Palmer  with  accelerated  speed  southward,  in  obedience  to  his  signals, 
I  had  broken  the  force  of  them  by  taking  shelter  under  the  lee  of 
Dominica,  and  was  steaming  with  undiminished  speed  in  the  opposite 
direction.  Some  time  previously  to  my  arrival  at  Martinique  I  had 
resolved  upon  making  the  run  to  Europe,  and  in  accordance  with 
this  intention  I  now  shaped  my  course  so  as  to  get  out  of  the  trades  as 
soon  as  possible  that  I  might  use  my  sails,  upon  which  I  mainly 
depended.  Judging  from  the  experience  of  my  last  cruise,  the  enemy’s 
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West  India  trade  seemed  to  be  pretty  well  broken  up,  and  I  not  only 
deemed  tbe  waters  of  Europe  a  better  cruising  ground  for  me,  but  it 
had  become  necessary  to  put  my  ship  into  dock  for  repairs.  With  this 
latter  view  I  directed  my  course  to  Cadiz,  where  I  knew  there  were 
good  docks,  and  to  which  port  the  distance  was  somewhat  less  than  to 
England.  I  could  make  the  passage,  too,  in  parallels  of  latitude  more 
favorable  to  good  weather,  which  was  important,  as  my  upper  works 
were  too  weak  to  encounter  the  heavy  gales  of  the  North  Atlantic  in 
midwinter.  As  it  was,  I  suffered  considerable  damage  on  the  passage 
in  a  very  heavy  gale,  which  I  took  some  400  miles  trom  the  Azores. 

Between  the  23d  of  November  and  the  8th  of  December  I  overhauled 
a  number  of  foreign  sail,  bound  principally  to  the  West  Indies.  On  the 
25th  of  November,  in  latitude  18°  IE  N.  and  longitude  58°  487  W.,  I 
brought  to  and  boarded  the  ship  Montmorenci ,  of  Bath,  Me.,  from  New¬ 
port  in  Wales  to  the  island  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  West  Indies.  This 
ship  was  laden  with  coal  for  the  British  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company 
in  St.  Thomas,  and  as  I  could  not  burn  her  without  destroying  also 
neutral  property  I  was  forced  to  liberate  her,  which  I  did  after  putting 
the  master  and  crew  on  parole  and  taking  from  the  master  in  behalf 
of  the  owners  a  ransom  bond  in  the  sum  of  $20,000.  This  case  illus¬ 
trated  in  a  forcible  manner  the  hardship  of  the  rule  adopted  by  neu¬ 
ral  nations  excluding  prizes  from  their  ports.  Our  own  ports  being 
blockaded,  I  could  not  send  this  ship  to  the  Confederate  States,  and, 
as  under  the  rule  stated  I  could  not  send  her  to  any  neutral  port,  my 
only  alternative  was  to  destroy  her,  but  this  I  could  not  do  for  the 
reason  stated.  The  cargo  of  coal  with  which  this  ship  was  laden  cost 
in  Newport,  Wales,  about  $4,000,  while  the  ship  herself  was  worth,  I 
suppose,  ten  times  as  much.  Thus,  to  save  $4,000  to  British  subjects, 
I  was  forced  to  abandon  $40,000  to  the  enemy.  On  the  next  day,  the 
26th,  I  overhauled  and  burned  the  schooner  Arcade ,  of  Portland,  Me., 
bound  to  the  Island  of  Guadeloupe  with  a  cargo  of  staves.  On  the  3d 
of  December,  in  latitude  29°  10'  N.  and  longitude  57°  22'  W.,  I  over¬ 
hauled  and  burned  the  fine  ship  Vigilant ,  of  Bath,  Me.,  bound  in  bal¬ 
last  from  New  York  to  the  guano  islands  of  Sombrero,  in  the  West 
Indies.  We  captured  on  board  this  vessel  a  rifled  9  pounder,  which, 
with  its  ammunition,  I  took  on  board.  On  the  8th  of  December  I  over¬ 
hauled  and  burned  the  fine  bark  Eben  Dodge ,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
twelve  days  out,  and  completely  equipped  for  a  whaling  voyage  in  the 
Pacific.  I  had  now  43  prisoners  on  board,  as  many  as  I  could  well  take 
care  of  on  the  long  passage  which  was  before  me,  and  I  therefore  made 
the  best  of  way  across  the  Atlantic. 

As  I  approached  Madeira,  and  afterwards  the  coast  of  Spain,  how¬ 
ever,  I  chased  and  overhauled  a  number  of  other  sail,  but  they  all 
proved  to  be  foreign.  I  made  the  Cadiz  light  on  the  night  of  the  3d 
of  January,  and  on  the  next  morning  entered  the  harbor.  The  first  act 
of  the  authorities  was  to  put  me  in  quarantine  for  want  of  a  bill  of 
health,  and  after  I  had  been  in  port  some  twenty-four  hours  I  was 
warned  to  depart.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  warning  I  addressed  to  the 
military  commandant  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  marked  G. 
The  contents  of  this  letter  having  been  telegraphed  to  Madrid,  the  cen¬ 
tral  Government  overruled  the  proceedings  of  the  local  authorities  and 
permitted  me  to  land  my  prisoners  and  to  remain  in  port  for  repairs. 
This  decision  wras  announced  to  me  in  a  letter  from  the  civil  governor 
of  Cadiz,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  H.#  Having  arrived  at 
Cadiz  without  funds  (there  being  only  about  $600  on  board,  the  whole 

*  Not  found. 
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amount  captured  by  me  in  the  16  sail  which  I  had  seized  being  only 
about  $1,000),  I  telegraphed  immediately  to  the  lion.  W.  L.  Yancey  to 
supply  me.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply  from  him.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  on  the  13th  of  January,  my  ship  was  admitted  into  one  of  the 
Government  docks  for  repairs,  where  I  am  at  this  moment. 

January  16. 

I  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Yancey,  yesterday,  informing  me  that 
my  request  for  funds  would  be  complied  with.  My  ship  is  out  of  dock, 
a  part  of  one  plank  having  been  replaced  under  her  bilge  and  the  place 
recoppered  and  the  propeller  overhauled.  We  found  a  part  of  the  false 
keel  gone,  but  the  authorities  would  not  replace  it,  as  not  being  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  safety  of  the  ship  at  sea.  I  am  now  anchored  in  the  bay 
and  am  preparing  to  calk  my  upper  works  and  repair  the  boilers  and 
condenser  and  pumps,  which  latter  repairs  will,  I  fear,  detain  me  some 
time. 

[I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

[Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  ] 


[Enclosure  A.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Fort  Iloyal  [Fort  de  France ],  November  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  the  interview  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excel¬ 
lency  on  Saturday  last,  the  9th  instant,  I  understood  your  Excellency 
to  assent  to  the  proposition  that  I  might  go  into  the  market  at  St. 
Pierre  and  purchase  such  supplies  as  I  might  stand  in  need  of,  coal 
included.  The  precise  position  assumed  by  your  Excellency  was  that 
you  would  neither  assent  nor  prohibit.  On  the  faith  of  this  under¬ 
standing  I  dispatched  one  of  my  lieutenants  and  my  paymaster  to 
St.  Pierre  to  make  the  necessary  purchases,  and  they  have  returned 
and  reported  to  me  that  they  found  an  abundance  of  coal  in  the  market, 
and  at  reasonable  rates,  and  that  the  owners  of  it  are  anxious  to  sup¬ 
ply  me  with  it,  but  that  your  collector  of  the  customs  had  interposed  and 
prohibited  the  merchants  from  selling  or  delivering  it  to  me.  Eor  the 
information  of  your  Excellency,  I  will  here  state  that  I  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  coal  in  all  the  ports  I  have  heretofore  visited,  except  only 
at  the  French  port  of  Cayenne,  where  I  was  informed  that  there  was 
no  coal  in  the  market,  and  where  it  was  insisted  that  I  should  undergo 
a  quarantine  of  five  days  before  communicating  with  the  town.  As  it 
was  not  convenient  for  me  to  undergo  this  quarantine,  I  sailed  imme¬ 
diately.  I  have  coaled  at  Cienfuegos,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  at  Curasao, 
at  Trinidad,  at  Surinam,  and  at  Maranham. 

It  thus  appears  that  Spain,  Holland,  England,  and  Brazil  have  each 
deemed  it  consistent  with  their  neutrality  in  the  present  war  to  per¬ 
mit  me  freely  to  supply  myself  with  coal.  Am  I  to  understand  from 
the  action  of  your  officers  at  St.  Pierre  that  you  have  withdrawn  the 
implied  assent  given  me  on  Saturday  last,  and  that  France,  through 
your  agency,  adopts  a  different  and  a  less  friendly  rule1?  Will  France 
drive  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  Confederate  States  from  one  of  her  islands 
to  a  British  island  to  procure  coal?  And  if  she  does  this,  on  what 
principle  will  she  do  it?  It  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  international  law 
that  belligerent  cruisers  have  the  right  to  enter  freely  into  neutral 
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ports  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  their  stores  of  provisions,  or 
replacing  a  lost  mast  or  spar,  and  why  should  not  they  be  equally  per¬ 
mitted  to  receive  on  board  coal  ?  Coal  is  no  more  necessary  to  the 
locomotion  of  a  steamer  than  is  a  mast  or  spar  to  a  sail  ship.  It  is  no 
more  necessary  to  a  cruise  than  provisions.  Without  a  mast,  or  with¬ 
out  provisions,  a  sail  ship  could  not  continue  her  cruise  against  the 
enemy,  and  yet  the  neutral  permits  her  to  supply  herself  with  these 
articles.  Nor  can  such  supplies  as  these  be  placed  on  the  ground  of 
humanity.  It  would  be  inhuman,  it  is  true,  to  permit  the  crew  of  a 
belligerent  cruiser  to  perish  in  your  ports  by  debarring  it  from  access 
to  your  markets  from  day  to  day,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  it  would 
be  inhuman  to  prevent  her  from  laying  in  a  stock  of  provisions  to 
enable  her  to  proceed  to  sea  and  continue  her  cruise  against  her 
enemy.  It  is  not  humanity  to  supply  a  vessel  with  a  lost  mast  or  a 
spar,  and  yet  no  one  doubts  that  this  may  be  done.  Humanity,  then, 
being  out  of  the  question,  what  possible  distinction  can  your  Excel¬ 
lency  draw  between  supplying  a  vessel  with  the  articles  above  men¬ 
tioned  and  supplying  her  with  coal?  Without  any  one  of  them  she 
would  be  unable  to  prosecute  her  cruise  against  the  enemy;  why,  then, 
supply  her  with  a  part  and  not  with  the  whole?  If  you  would  not 
deny  a  mast  or  a  spar  to  a  sail  ship,  notwithstanding  they  are  essen¬ 
tial  to  her  locomotion,  on  what  principle  would  you  deny  coal  to  a 
steamer  ? 

Without  troubling  your  Excellency  further,  however,  with  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  question,  I  will  content  myself  with  stating  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  true  rule  of  law,  and  it  is  this:  A  belligerent  ship  of  war  can 
not  increase  her  armament  or  her  crew  in  a  neutral  port  nor  supply  her¬ 
self  with  ammunition,  but,  with  these  exceptions,  she  may  procure  what¬ 
ever  supplies  she  needs.  Although  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  me 
to  run  to  one  of  the  British  or  Danish  or  Dutch  islands,  I  should  regret  to 
be  obliged  to  do  so  and  to  have  to  inform  my  Government  of  the  reason. 
I  would  not  willingly  have  France  adopt  a  rule  which  would  effectually 
shut  us  out  of  her  ports,  whilst  Holland,  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and 
Brazil  admit  us  freely  into  theirs.  The  rule  prohibiting  us  from  bring¬ 
ing  our  prizes  into  neutral  ports  operates  very  harshly  upon  us,  as  the 
weaker  naval  power  of  the  two  belligerents,  without  adding  to  it  one 
still  more  harsh,  and  which  has  the  sanction  of  neither  law  nor  prec¬ 
edent.  If,  however,  it  be  the  determination  of  your  Excellency  to 
insist  upon  my  departure  without  coal,  I  beg  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  say  as  much  to  me  in  writing.  Your  Excellency  is  the  best 
judge  of  your  instructions  and  of  what  they  require  of  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  consideration,  your  obedient  ser¬ 
vant,  etc., 

[Baphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  M.  Maussion  de  CandiS, 

L1  Amiral  et  Gouverneur  de  la  Martinique. 

[Enclosure  B.] 

(Translation  of  a  reply  received  from  the  governor  in  answer  to  the  preceding.) 

Eort  de  France,  November  12, 1861. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  enclosed  letter,  which 
I  ask  you  to  hand  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  St.  Pierre,  in  which  I 
request  him  to  permit  you  to  embark  freely  as  much  coal  as  you  wish 
to  purchase  in  the  market. 
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I  do  not  change  at  all  from  the  position  which  I  took  with  you  on 
Saturday  last.  I  do  not  consider  that  I  am  empowered  any  more  to 
give  you  coal  from  the  Government  supply  of  this  division  than  I  am 
to  interfere  with  the  market  to  prevent  its  being  sold  to  you  there. 

With  the  expression  of  my  highest  regard  for  the  captain, 

Maussion  de  Cande. 

[Enclosure  C.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

St.  Pierre ,  Island  of  Martinique,  November  15,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  am  closely 
blockaded  in  this  port  by  the  enemy’s  steam  sloop  of  war  the  Iroquois , 
of  twice  my  force.  This  vessel,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  nations  and 
in  contempt  of  the  neutrality  of  this  island,  has  boldly  entered  the 
harbor,  and  without  coming  to  anchor  is  cruising  backward  and  for¬ 
ward  in  a  menacing  attitude,  not  only  within  the  marine  league  of  the 
shore,  but  within  less  than  a  ship’s  length  of  this  vessel,  which  is 
moored  not  more  than  100  yards  from  the  beach.  During  the  past 
night  she  several  times  approached  me  within  50  or  100  yards.  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  these  facts  and  to  invoke 
your  authority  for  the  preservation  of  my  just  rights  within  your 
waters.  I  take  the  following  principles,  applicable  to  the  present  case, 
to  be  well  settled  by  the  law  of  nations : 

First.  That  no  act  of  hostility,  proximate  or  remote,  can  be  commit¬ 
ted  by  any  belligerent  within  neutral  waters. 

Secondly.  That  when  a  cruiser  of  one  belligerent  takes  refuge  within 
the  waters  of  a  neutral  power,  a  cruiser  of  the  opposite  belligerent  can 
not  follow  her  into  those  waters  for  purposes  of  hostility,  proximate  or 
remote.  It  is  not  only  unlawful  for  her  to  approach  within  the  marine 
league  for  the  purposes  of  watch  and  menace,  bat  it  is  equally  unlaw¬ 
ful  for  her  to  hover  about  the  coasts  of  the  neutral  at  any  distance, 
within  plain  view,  for  the  same  purposes.  All  these  are  remote  or 
prospective  acts  of  war,  and  as  such  offensive  to  the  neutral  power. 

Thirdly.  That  when  opposite  belligerents  meet  by  accident  in  a  neu¬ 
tral  port,  if  one  of  them  departs  therefrom,  the  other  is  bound  to  wait 
twenty-four  hours  before  departing.  For  the  opposite  belligerent  to 
depart  immediately  in  pursuit  is  to  avail  herself  of  the  neutral  terri¬ 
tory  for  the  purpose  of  war.  She  commits,  by  the  very  fact  of  sailing, 
a  remote  act  of  hostility,  which  is  offensive  to  the  neutral  state. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  principles,  1  respectfully  request 
that  your  Excellency  will  cause  the  Iroquois  to  cease  hovering  about 
the  coasts  of  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  watching  my  movements; 
in  other  words,  to  withdraw  herself  out  of  plain  sight,  or,  if  she  prefers 
to  come  in  to  anchor,  to  direct  either  that  she  shall  depart  twenty-four 
hours  before  me  or  wait  twenty-four  hours  after  my  departure,  which¬ 
ever  she  may  prefer.  I  shall  be  ready  for  sea  in  four  or  five  days,  as 
soon  as  my  engineers  can  make  some  necessary  repairs  to  my  machinery. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  captain  of  the  Iroquois 
may  arrange  some  signals  for  giving  him  intelligence  of  my  movements 
with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  this  port,  and  I  have  therefore  to  request  that 
some  officer  may  be  charged  with  the  prevention  of  any  such  act  of 
hostility. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  M.  Maussion  de  Cande, 

Admiral  and  Governor  of  Martinique. 
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[Enclosure  D.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

St.  Pierre ,  November  21,  1861. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  complain  of  the  continued  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  this  port  and  of  my  right  of  asylum,  by  the  enemy’s  steam 
sloop  of  war,  the  Iroquois.  This  vessel,  in  shameful  disregard  of  the 
warning  she  has  received  from  his  Excellency  the  governor,  comes 
every  night,  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  or 
less  of  the  anchorage.  Last  night  at  9  o’clock  she  was  seen  from  my 
deck  with  the  naked  eye,  assisted  by  an  occasional  flash  of  lightning, 
and  as  the  night  was  comparatively  obscure,  no  vessel,  not  being  under 
sail,  could  have  been  seen  at  a  greater  distance  than  from  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  half. 

I  have,  besides,  to  inform  you  that  two  small  boats  communicated 
with  the  enemy  in  broad  daylight  yesterday,  one  of  them  pulling,  upon 
leaving  her,  to  the  north  point  and  the  other  to  the  south  point  of  the 
harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.  J 

Mr.  Duchatel  [Duchaxel], 

Commander  of  H.  M.  French  Steamer  L1  Acheron. 


[Enclosure  E.] 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

St.  Pierre ,  November  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which 
you  communicate  to  me  the  views  of  the  governor  of  Martinique  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  protection  of  my  right  of  asylum  in  the  waters  of  this  island, 
and  I  regret  to  say  that  those  views  do  not  appear  to  me  to  come  up  to 
the  requirments  of  the  international  code.  The  governor  says  that 
“  it  does  not  enter  into  his  intentions  to  exercise  toward  the  Iroquois, 
either  by  night  or  by  day,  so  active  a  surveillance  as  you  desire;”  and 
you  tell  me  that  “we  ought  to  have  confidence  in  the  strict  execution 
of  a  promise  made  by  a  commander  in  the  military  marine  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Union,  so  long  as  he  has  not  shown  to  us  evidence  that  this  engage¬ 
ment  has  not  been  scrupulously  fulfilled.”  It  would  appear  from  these 
expressions  that  the  only  protection  I  am  to  receive  against  the  block¬ 
ade  of  the  enemy  is  a  simple  promise  exacted  from  that  enemy  that  he 
will  keep  himself  without  the  marine  league  of  the  land,  the  governor 
meantime  exercising  no  watch,  by  niglit  or  by  day,  to  see  whether  this 
promise  is  complied  with.  In  addition  to  the  facts  related  by  me  yes¬ 
terday,  I  have  this  morning  to  report  that  one  of  my  officers,  being  on 
shore  in  the  northern  environs  of  the  town  last  night,  between  8  and  9 
o’clock,  saw  two  boats,  each  pulling  eight  oars,  the  men  dressed  in 
dark  clothing,  with  the  caps  usually  worn  by  seamen  of  the  Northern 
States,  pulling  quietly  in  toward  the  beach,  and  he  distinctly  heard  a 
conversation  in  English  between  them,  one  of  them  saying,  u  Harry, 
there  she  is ;  I  see  her,”  in  allusion,  doubtless,  to  the  presence  of  my  ves¬ 
sel.  These  boats,  no  doubt,  have  orders  to  make  signal  to  the  Iroquois 
the  moment  they  discover  me  underway.  Now,  with  all  due  deference 
to  his  Excellency  the  governor,  I  can  not  see  the  difference  between  the 
violation  of  the  neutrality  of  these  waters  by  the  enemy’s  boats  and 
by  his  ship.  And  if  no  strict  surveillance  is  to  be  exercised,  u  either  by 
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uiglit  or  by  day,”  I  am  receiving  very  much  such  protection  as  the  wolf 
would  accord  to  the  lamb. 

It  is  an  act  of  war  for  the  enemy  to  approach  me  with  his  boats  for  the 
purpose  of  reconnoissance,  and  especially  during  the  night,  and  I  have 
the  same  right  to  demand  that  he  keep  his  boats  beyond  the  marine 
league  as  that  he  keep  his  ship  at  that  distance.  Nor  am  I  willing  to 
rely  upon  his  promise  that  he  will  not  infringe  my  rights  in  this  partic¬ 
ular.  It  appears  to  me,  further,  especially  after  the  knowledge  of  the 
facts  which  I  have  brought  to  your  notice,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  France 
to  exercise  surveillance  over  her  own  waters  both  “by  night  and  by 
day,”  when  an  enemy’s  cruiser  is  blockading  a  friendly  belligerent,  who 
has  sought  the  asylum  in  those  waters  accorded  to  him  by  the  laws  of 
nations.  I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  that  you  will  keep  a 
watch,  by  means  of  guard  boats,  at  both  points  of  this  harbor,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  repetition  of  the  hostile  act  which  was  committed  against  me 
last  night;  or,  if  you  will  not  do  this  yourself,  that  you  will  permit  me 
to  arm  boats  and  capture  the  enemy,  when  so  approaching  me.  It 
would  seem  quite  plain  either  that  I  should  be  protected  or  be  permitted 
to  protect  myself.  Further,  it  is  in  plain  violation  of  neutrality  for  the 
enemy  to  be  in  daily  communication  with  the  shore  whether  by  means 
of  his  own  boats,  or  boats  from  the  shore.  If  he  needs  supplies,  it  is 
his  duty  to  come  in  for  them,  and  if  he  comes  in  he  must  anchor, 
and  if  he  anchors  he  must  accept  the  condition  of  remaining  twenty- 
four  hours  after  my  departure.  It  is  a  mere  subterfuge  for  him  to 
remain  in  the  offing  and  supply  himself  with  all  he  needs,  besides 
recon noiter in g  me  closely  by  means  of  boats,  and  I  protest  against  this 
act  also. 

I  trust  you  will  excuse  me  for  having  occupied  so  much  of  your  time 
by  so  lengthy  a  communication,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  myself 
right  upon  the  record  in  this  matter.  I  shall  seize  an  early  opportunity 
to  sail  from  these  waters,  and  if  I  should  be  brought  to  a  bloody  conflict 
with  an  enemy  of  twice  my  force,  by  means  of  signals  given  him  in  the 
waters  of  France,  either  by  his  own  boats  or  others,  I  wish  my  Govern¬ 
ment  to  know  that  I  protested  against  the  unfriendly  ground  assumed 
6ythe  governor,  that  “it  does  not  enter  into  his  intentions  to  exercise 
toward  the  Iroquois ,  either  by  night  or  by  day,  so  active  a  surveillance 
as  you  [I]  require.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

[Raphael  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

M.  Duchatel  [Duchaxel], 

Commander  of  H.  I.  M.  S.  L1  Acheron. 


[Enclosure  E.] 


0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

St.  Pierre,  November  23,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  pilot  of  the  enemy’s 
steamer  Iroquois  habitually  spends  his  time  on  shore  in  this  port,  and 
that  last  night  he  slept  on  board  the  enemy’s  topsail  schooner  moored 
near  the  beach,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  English  bark  Barracouta.  I 
have  ample  evidence  outside  of  my  ship  to  establish  these  facts.  Now, 
it  must  be  obvious  to  you  that  the  enemy  has  sent  this  man  into  French 
waters  to  act  as  a  spy  upon  my  movements,  and  lie  has,  no  doubt,  in 
his  possession  rockets  or  other  signals  with  which  to  communicate 
my  departure  to  his  ship.  This  man,  though  only  a  pilot,  and  tempor- 
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arily  employed  on  board  tbe  Iroquois ,  is  in  law  as  much  an  officer  of  that 
ship  for  the  time  being  as  any  one  of  her  lieutenants.  The  case,  then, 
may  be  stated  thus:  A  lieutenant  of  the  Iroquois  not  only  spends  his 
time  habitually  on  shore,  but  sleeps  at  night  on  board  another  vessel 
of  the  enemy,  instead  of  sleeping  at  a  hotel,  the  better  to  enable  him  to 
observe  my  movements  and  communicate  them  to  his  ship,  and  yet  all 
this  is  permitted  by  the  authorities. 

I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  protest  against  this  violation  of  my 
rights.  As  I  stated  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  an  act  of  reconnoissance 
(and  still  more  an  act  of  reconnoissance  for  the  purpose  of  giving  infor¬ 
mation  by  signal)  is  an  act  of  war;  and  will  France  permit  an  act  of 
war  to  be  committed  against  me  in  her  own  waters  and  under  the  eye 
of  her  authorities,  civil  and  military? 

In  conclusion,  I  request  that  you  will  issue  an  order  requiring  this 
spy  to  depart  to  his  ship,  and  that  you  will  also  take  the  proper  steps 
to  prevent  the  schooner  in  wliich  he  slept  from  making  any  signals  to 
the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

M.  Duchatel  [Duchaxel], 

Commanding  II.  I.  M.  8.  Acheron. 

Note. — The  Sumter  went  to  sea  from  the  port  of  St.  Pierre  on  the 
evening  (8  o’clock)  of  the  date  of  the  preceding  letter,  and,  as  was  pre¬ 
dicted,  blue  lights  were  burned  on  board  the  American  schooner  to  sig¬ 
nal  her  departure  to  the  Iroquois. 

R.  S. 


[Enclosure  G.] 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  5,  1861  [1862]. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  through  the  health  officer  of 
the  port  an  order  from  the  Government  of  Spain  directing  me  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours.  Iam  greatly  surprised  at  this 
unfriendly  order.  Although  my  Government  has  not  yet  been  form¬ 
ally  recognized  by  Spain,  it  has  been  declared  to  be  possessed  of  the 
rights  of  a  belligerent  in  the  war  in  which  it  is  engaged,  and  it  is  the 
practice  of  all  civilized,  nations  to  extend  the  hospitality  of  their  ports 
to  the  belligerents  ot  both  parties  alike,  whether  the  belligerents  be 
de  facto  or  de  jure.  I  am  aware  of  the  rule  adopted  by  Spain,  in 
common  with  the  other  great  powers,  prohibiting  belligerent  cruis¬ 
ers  from  bringing  their  prizes  into  her  ports,  but  this  rule  I  have 
not  violated.  I  have  entered  the  harbor  of  Cadiz  with  my  single  ship 
and  I  demand  only  the  hospitality  to  which  I  am  entitled  by  the  laws 
ot  nations,  the  Confederate  States  being  one  of  the  de  facto  nations  of 
the  earth,  by  Spain’s  own  acknowledgment,  as  before  stated.  I  am 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  add,  too,  that  my  ship  is  in  a  crippled  condition. 
She  is  damaged  in  her  hull,  is  leaking  badly,  is  unseaworthy,  and  will 
require  to  be  docked  and  repaired  before  it  will  be  possible  for  her  to 
proceed  to  sea.  I  am  therefore  constrained  by  the  force  of  circum¬ 
stances  most  respectfully  to  decline  obedience  to  the  order  which  I 
have  received  until  the  necessary  repairs  can  be  made.  Further,  I 
have  on  board  4.1  prisoners,  confined  within  a  small  space,  greatly  to 
their  discomfort,  and  simple  humanity  would  seem  to  dictate  that  I 
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should  be  permitted  to  hand  them  over  to  the  care  of  their  consul  on 
shore  without  unnecessary  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  the  Military  Governor,  Port  of  Cadiz,  Spain. 


0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  6 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency’s  note  of  to-day, 
in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  proceedings  of  the  local  authorities  of 
Cadiz,  commanding  me  to  proceed  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours,  have 
been  overruled  by  the  Government  at  Madrid,  and  that  the  Queen  had 
graciously  permitted  me  to  land  my  prisoners,  and  to  remain  to  put 
the  necessary  repairs  on  my  ship.  Do  me  the  favor  to  communicate  to 
her  Majesty  my  thanks  for  her  prompt  and  friendly  action  in  the 
premises. 

In  the  meantime,  allow  me  most  respectfully  to  protest  against  the 
presence  of  the  guard  boat  which  has  been  placed  in  surveillance  upon 
my  movements,  as  though  I  were  an  ordinary  ship  of  commerce. 

Compliance  with  the  laws  of  quarantine  should  be  left  with  me  as  a 
matter  of  honor,  and  the  presence  of  this  boat  implies  the  suspicion 
that  a  ship  of  war  of  a  friendly  power  could  so  far  forget  herself  as  to 
infringe  the  regulations  of  the  port,  a  suspicion  as  unworthy  the  health 
authorities  of  the  port  of  Cadiz  as  it  is  offensive  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

[Raphael  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

Lieutenant  Ignacio  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Military  Governor  of  the  Port  of  Cadiz. 


ransom  bond  of  the  ship  montmorenci,  captured  by  the  c.  s.  s. 

SUMTER,  COMMANDER  SEMMES,  C.  S.  NAVY,  NOVEMBER  25,  1861. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  ship  Montmorenci 
of  Bath,  Me.,  was  this  day  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  in  about  the 
latitude  of  18°  30'  N.  and  the  longitude  of  58°  40'  W.,  and  whereas  I, 
Joseph  T.  Brown,  master  of  said  ship,  acting  for  myself  and  in  the  names 
and  stead  of  the  owners  of  said  ship,  to  wit,  William  Rogers,  William  M. 
Rogers,  George  M.  Adams,  and  Joseph  T.  Brown,  and  desirous  of  ran¬ 
soming  said  ship:  Kow,  therefore,  I,  Joseph  T.  Brown,  master  of  said 
ship,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  release  of  said  ship  by  the  cap- 
tors,  which  release  is  hereby  acknowledged,  am  held  and  firmly  bound, 
and  I  do  hereby  bind  the  owners  of  said  ship,  to  wit,  William  Rogers, 
William  M.  Rogers,  George  M.  Adams,  and  Joseph  T.  Brown,  my  and 
their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  unto  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  the  time  being,  in  the  sum 
of  $20,000,  current  money  of  the  said  States,  which  sum  I  hereby  sol¬ 
emnly  bind  myself,  the  owners  of  the  said  ship,  to  wit,  William  Rogers, 
William  M.  Rogers,  George  M.  Adams,  and  Joseph  T.  Brown,  and  my 
and  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  well  and  truly 
to  pay  to  the  said  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  within  thirty 
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days  after  tlie  close  of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Given  this  day  under  my  hand  and  seal  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 
this  the  25th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861. 

Joseph  T.  Brown,  [seal.] 

Witness: 

W.  Breedlove  Smith. 

Note. — The  words  “ acting  for  myself,’7  interlined  between  the  sixth 
and  seventh  lines  of  the  foregoing  bond,  were  interlined  before  the 
execution  thereof. 

W.  Breedlove  Smith. 


letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C,  S.  Wavy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Captain  Warden, 
R.  N.,  senior  naval  officer  at  Gibraltar,  stating  his  intention  to  abidaby  the  twenty-four- 
hour  rule  while  in  that  harbor. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  January  22, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  a  question  had  been  raised  by  the  U.  S.  consul  as  to  the 
amount  of  protection  to  be  afforded  to  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  North¬ 
ern  States  whilst  the  Sumter  remains  in  the  waters  of  Gibraltar;  that 
you  had  put  yourself  in  communication  with  his  Excellency  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  and  consulted  the  proper  authorities,  and  that  the  following 
conclusion  had  been  reached,  viz:  ‘‘That  American  merchant  vessels 
quitting  Gibraltar  whilst  the  Sumter  is  in  the  bay  are  entitled  to  a 
start  of  twenty-four  hours  before  being  pursued  with  a  hostile  inten¬ 
tion,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  authorities  concerned  to  see  that 
such  protection  is  extended  over  them.” 

The  rule  above  stated  has  certainly  been  well  established  as  to  ships 
of  war,  though  I  do  not  recollect  any  case  in  which  the  same  rule  has 
been  applied  to  merchant  shipping.  I  am  free  to  admit,  however,  that 
the  reason  of  the  rule,  viz,  “that  the  neutral  port  shall  not  be  made 
a  station  from  which  to  carry  on  hostilities,”  applies  as  well  to  merchant 
shipping  as  to  men-of-war.  I  can  have  no  ground,  therefore,  on 
which  to  dissent  from  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  authorities  of 
Gibraltar.  The  Sumter  will  not  pursue  within  twenty-four  hours  of  her 
departure  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States  that  may  leave 
the  Bay  of  Gibraltar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[E.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Captain  F.  Warden,  R.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer ,  Gibraltar. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  move¬ 
ments  of  that  vessel  from  January  16  to  23,  1862. 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  January  23,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  last  dispatch  (No.  2),  dated  at  Cadiz,  I  had  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  the  Sumter  had  come  out  of  dock  at  that  place, 
and  that  I  was  making  preparations  to  repair  her  boilers  and 
machinery  and  her  upper  works.  On  the  16th  instant  I  addressed  a 
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letter  to  tlie  civil  governor  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  A.  His  reply  thereto  is  also  annexed,  marked  B.*  From  this 
reply  you  will  perceive  that  I  was  not  only  prohibited  from  bringing  on 
board  any  workman  from  the  shore,  but  that  I  was  informed  that  I 
could  not  even  remain  in  the  port  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  repairs 
with  my  own  force.  About  9  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  on  which  I  received 
this  communication  an  aid-de-camp  of  the  military  governor  came  on 
board  with  a  peremptory  order  for  me  to  depart  within  six  hours,  and 
with  the  request  that  I  would  state  the  reason,  if  any,  which  would  pre¬ 
vent  my  compliance  with  this  order.  In  reply  to  this  summons  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  military  governor,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  0. 

The  order  to  me  to  depart  having  been  repeated  to  me  the  next 
morning  (17th),  notwithstanding  the  reception  of  this  letter  by  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  I  supposed  that  possibly  the  contents  of  the  letter  had  not  been 
truly  translated  to  him,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  his  interpreter  was 
a  relative  of  the  U.  S.  consul.  I  therefore  called  in  person,  that  I  might 
be  sure  that  the  Spanish  Government  was  not  acting  under  some  mis¬ 
take.  Upon  my  entranco  to  the  governor’s  saloon  I  found  him  with  his 
interpreter  by  his  side,  prepared  for  my  reception.  I  made  known  to 
him  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  an  interpreter,  and  that,  if  he 
pleased,  we  would  address  each  other  directly,  as  I  had  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  Spanish  for  this  purpose.  I  then  repeated  to  him  the 
condition  of  my  ship;  that  she  was  not  only  not  in  a  condition  to  take 
the  sea,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but  that  even  if  she  were, 
I  was  unprovided  with  fuel,  save  only  about  forty-eight  hours’,  and 
further,  that  I  was  awaiting  the  momentary  reception  of  funds  from  our 
agents  in  London  to  supply  myself  with  this  necessary  material.  His 
reply  was  that  the  dock  authorities  had  pronounced  my  ship  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  go  to  sea,  and  that  he  could  not  go  behind  their  decision,  and 
that  his  orders  were  peremptory  to  cause  me  to  depart.  My  rejoinder 
to  this  was  that  the  dock  authorities  had  done  nothing  more  than 
examine  and  patch  the  bottom  of  my  ship,  declining  to  look  at  the 
engine  and  boilers  at  all,  on  the  ground  that  as  dock  men  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  anything  but  the  hull  of  the  ship,  and  that  when 
they  pronounced  her  fit  for  sea  they  had  reference  to  her  hull  alone; 
that  a  steamer,  unlike  a  sail  ship,  had  something  besides  hull  and  spars 
to  look  to,  and  that  she  was  not  in  a  seaworthy  condition  unless  her 
boilers  and  machinery  were  in  good  order. 

After  a  few  minutes’  conversation  of  this  nature  I  found  that  I  was 
conversing  with  a  man  who  could  entertain  but  one  idea,  and  that  was 
that  he  had  been  ordered  to  send  me  to  sea,  and  I  therefore  desired 
him  to  telegraph  the  substance  of  my  statements  to  him  to  the  Madrid 
Government,  that  1  might  be  assured  that  it  was  the  Government  itself 
which  was  acting  in  this  matter.  This  he  promised  me  to  do,  insisting, 
however,  that  if  no  reply  came  before  the  expiration  of  the  six  hours  I 
should  depart  immediately,  with  or  without  funds  and  with  or  without 
coal.  I  returned  on  board  and  caused  my  .ship  to  be  got  ready  for  sea, 
with  the  intention  to  run  round  to  Gibraltar,  distant  only  about  70 
miles,  for  which  I  had  sufficient  coal  on  board.  Just  as  I  was  heaving 
nil  my  anchor  an  official  came  off  from  the  shore  on  the  part  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  governor  to  say  to  me  that  the  Madrid  Government  had  granted 
me  forty-eight  hours  more  of  delay,  but  that  at  the  end  of  that  time  I 
must  depart  without  fail.  The  officer  further  stated  that  the  governor 
would  communicate  this  decision  to  me  in  writing  in  a  few  minutes^ 

*  Not  found. 
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and  that  lie  ay  as  directed  to  request  tliat  I  would  reply  to  it  in  the  same 
manner.  I  stated  to  this  gentleman  that  if  the  Madrid  Government 
had  freely  given  me  leave  to  remain  until  I  was  ready  for  sea  I  could 
have  appreciated  its  conduct  and  would  have  remained,  but  that  I  did 
not  choose  to  avail  myself  of  the  scant  courtesy  of  being  permitted  to 
remain  only  forty-eight  hours,  which  might  not  be  sufficient  to  enable 
me  even  to  receive  funds  and  coal  ship,  and  that  as  I  was  now  ready 
to  depart  I  would  proceed  to  some  port  where  more  consideration  would 
probably  be  shown  me.  I  directed  him  further  to  say  to  his  chief  that 
he  need  not  take  the  trouble  to  communicate  with  me  in  writing,  as  I 
could  have  no  other  reply  to  make  than  that  which  I  had  already  given. 
In  an  hour  afterwards  t  was  outside  the  port  of  Cadiz  and  had  dis¬ 
charged  my  pilot. 

The  most  mortifying  part  of  my  visit  to  Cadiz  was  that  I  had  not 
even  funds  enough  to  pay  my  dock  bill  to  the  Government,  amounting 
to  about  $200.  When  I  went  into  dock  I  did  not  entertain  a  doubt 
that  long  before  I  should  be  ready  to  go  to  sea  I  should  be  put  in 
funds  by  our  commissioners  in  London,  to  whom  I  had  telegraphed. 
Indeed,  on  the  10th,  the  day  I  came  out  of  dock,  I  received  a  telegram 
from  Mr.  Yancey  informing  me  that  my  request  for  funds  would  be 
complied  with.  It  was  in  reference  to  this  telegram  that  I  requested 
permission  to  remain  for  funds.  I  explained  this  matter,  however,  to 
the  commandant  of  the  dockyard,  who  assured  me  that  he  compre¬ 
hended  my  position  and  that  I  must  not  give  myself  a  thought  on  the 
subject,  and  that  whenever  it  was  convenient  I  might  remit  him  the 
trifle  in  question.  Whilst  I  lay  in  the  dock  and  in  the  harbor  of  Cadiz 
nine  of  my  crew  (all  foreigners)  deserted  and  took  refuge  with  the  U.  S. 
consul,  that  officer  receiving  them  openly,  providing  a  boarding  house 
for  them,  and  paying  their  board.  1  do  not  think  these  men  intended 
originally  to  desert,  but  having  gone  on  shore  and  got  to  drinking 
they  were  no  doubt  seduced  away  by  the  consul  or  his  emissaries.  As 
soon  as  the  facts  came  to  my  notice  I  demanded  their  surrender  to  me 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  civil  governor,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
marked  1).  The  reply  to  this  demand  is  annexed,  marked  E.*  The 
commandant-general  of  the  plaza,  to  whom  I  had  been  referred,  in  his 
reply  stated  that  he  could  not  deliver  the  men  to  me  for  want  of  a 
treaty,  etc.;  that  the  matter  had  been  telegraphed  to  Madrid  and  he 
had  received  no  reply,  etc.,  and  here  the  matter  ended. 

I  left  Cadiz  on  the  evening  of  the  17th,  and  the  next  morning  as  I 
entered  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  I  descried  a  number  of  sail,  two  of 
which  I  chased  and  captured.  They  were  the  U.  S.  barks  Investigator 
and  Neapolitan.  The  former  having  an  English  cargo  on  board,  1  lib¬ 
erated  her  under  a  ransom  bond;  the  latter,  laden  with  brimstone  (50 
tons)  and  fruit,  I  burned.  The  prisoners  of  both  ships  were  paroled, 
and  the  crew  of  the  burned  ship  was  transferred  to  the  one  which  was 
liberated.  There  were  two  grounds  on  which  I  condemned  the  cargo 
of  the  Neapolitan ;  one,  the  spoliation  of  papers,  the  master  not  having 
produced  any  paper  whatever  in  relation  to  his  cargo;  and  the  other, 
that  the  major  part  of  the  cargo  being  contraband,  and  the  whole  cargo 
belonging  to  the  same  owners,  according  to  the  master’s  statement  (the 
Baring  Brothers,  of  London,  though  the  ship  was  bound  to  Boston),  the 
noxious  articles  infected  the  innocent  and  rendered  the  whole  subject 
to  condemnation.  I  have  been  received  with  much  courtesy  at  Gibral¬ 
tar,  and  have  had  the  hospitality  of  the  port  freely  extended  to  me  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  my  ship,  etc.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
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the  governor  on  the  subject  of  neutral  and  belligerent  rights,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  between  us  on  these  sub¬ 
jects.  I  am  anxiously  awaiting  the  transmission  of  funds  from  London. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.  1 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclosure  A.] 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  having  come  out  of  dock 
yesterday,  I  have  anchored  my  ship  in  the  upper  bay  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  calking  her  bends  just  above  the  copper,  where  her  seams  are 
open,  of  repairing  her  pumps,  and  putting  her  engine  in  order.  All 
these  repairs,  which  are  essential  to  put  my  ship  in  a  seaworthy  condi¬ 
tion,  I  will  make,  with  the  assistance  of  private  mechanics  from  the 
shore,  and  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  Your  Excellency  can  not  be  more 
desirous  that  I  should  accelerate  these  operations  than  I  am  myself,  for 
every  day  that  I  remain  in  port  is  a  day  lost  to  me,  and  perhaps  a  ship 
saved  to  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Excelentisimo  Senor  Don  Y.  Mendez  de  Yiao, 

Civil  Governor,  Cadiz. 

[Enclosure  C.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  request,  communicated  to  me  through 
your  aid-de-camp,  desiring  me  to  state  whether  I  am  in  a  condition  to 
proceed  to  sea,  and  if  not,  to  state  the  reasons  why  I  am  not.  I  had 
the  honor  to  state  these  reasons  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  civil  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  province  this  morning.  I  repeat  them  here. 

The  condenser  and  boilers  of  my  engine  are  in  such  a  condition  that 
it  would  be  unsafe  for  me  to  carry  a  head  of  steam.  They  require  some 
repairs,  which,  with  the  aid  of  two  or  three  workmen  from  the  shore,  I 
could  accomplish  in  five  days,  but  if  I  am  forced  to  rely  upon  my  own 
resources  a  couple  of  weeks  will  be  necessary.  I  have  been  six  months 
almost  constantly  cruising,  and  lienee  you  will  easily  understand  how 
these  repairs  have  come  to  be  necessary.  The  only  repairs  which 
were  put  upon  my  ship  during  the  two  days  that  she  remained  in  the 
dock  at  [La]  Garraca  were  put  upon  her  bottom,  no  repairs  having 
been  put  upon  my  condenser  or  boilers,  although  I  requested  it.  My 
two  bilge  pumps  are  also  worn  out  and  it  is  necessary  to  replace  them, 
for  if  any  accident  should  happen  to  my  steam  pumps  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  my  ship  free  from  water.  She  requires  calking,  too, 
in  her  bends,  justabovethecopper,  whereher  seams  are  open.  I  am  also 
withoutthe  necessary  supply  of  coal,  and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  the 
receipt  of  funds  from  London  to  purchase  this  indispensable  material, 
my  agent  having  telegraphed  me  yesterday  that  he  would  transmit  them 
to  me  immediately.  I  do  not  propose  or  expect  to  make  any  alterations 
in  my  ship  or  to  put  any  new  work  upon  her,  but  only  to  repair  the 
damages  which  I  have  received  at  sea,  so  as  to  render  it  safe  for  me  to 
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expose  myself  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  such  weather  as  I  must  of 
necessity  encounter.  The  Government  of  Spain  can  not  he  more  anx¬ 
ious  to  have  me  depart  than  t  am  myself  to  do  so.  I  avail  myself  of  the 
present  opportunity  to  say  to  you  that  eight  of  my  seamen  deserted 
from  my  ship  whilst  she  was  in  dock  at  [La]  Carraca,  and  are  screened 
and  protected  by  the  U.  S.  consul.  I  respectfully  request  that  these 
men  may  be  delivered  up  to  me.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  telegraph 
this  dispatch  at  length  to  the  minister  of  war  in  Madrid  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  8.  Navy.] 
Tlis  Excellency  the  Military  Governor, 

Cadiz. 


[Enclosure  D.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Cadiz ,  January  16,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  my  ship  was  in  the 
dock  at  [La]  Carraca  eight  of  my  seamen  deserted,  and  I  am  informed 
that  they  are  sheltered  and  protected  by  the  U.  S.  consul.  I  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  you  will  cause  these  men  to  be  delivered  tome;  and 
to  disembarrass  this  demand  of  any  difficulty  that  my  seem  to  attend 
it, permit  me  to  make  the  following  observations: 

1.  In  the  first  place  my  Government  has  been  recognized  as  a  de 
facto  Government  by  Spain,  and  as  such  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
of  a  belligerent  iu  its  war  with  the  Government  of  the  Northern  States 
of  the  late  American  Union. 

2.  All  the  rights  and  privileges,  therefore,  which  would  attach  to  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  should  one  of  their  ships  enter  this  harbor, 
equally  attach  to  mine,  save  only  mere  ceremonies,  such  as  saluting, 
etc. 

3.  It  has  been  and  is  the  uniform  custom  of  all  nations  to  arrest  and 
hand  over  to  their  proper  officers  deserters  from  ships  of  war,  and  this 
without  stopping  to  enquire  as  to  the  nationality  of  the  deserter. 

4.  If  this  is  the  practice  in  peace,  much  more  necessary  does  such 
a  practice  become  in  war,  since  otherwise  the  operations  of  war — - 
remote,  it  is  true,  but  still  the  operations  of  war — would  be  tolerated 
in  a  neutral  territory. 

5.  Without  a  violation  of  neutrality,  an  enemy’s  consul  in  a  neutral 
territory  cannot  be  permitted  to  entice  away  seamen  from  a  ship  of  the 
opposite  belligerent,  or  to  shelter  or  protect  the  same;  for,  if  he  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  do  this,  then  his  domicile  becomes  an  enemy’s  camp  in  a  neu¬ 
tral  territory. 

0.  With  reference  to  the  question  in  hand,  I  respectfully  submit  that 
the  only  facts  which  your  Excellency  can  take  cognizance  of  are  that 
these  deserters  entered  the  waters  of  Spain  under  my  flag,  and  that 
they  formed  a  part  of  my  crew.  The  enquiry  can  not  pass  a  step 
beyond,  and  Spain  can  not  undertake  to  enquire  as  between  the  U.  S. 
consul  and  myself,  to  which  of  us  the  deserters  in  question  more  prop 
erly  belong.  Such  a  course  would  be  tantamount  to  an  interposition 
between  two  belligerents,  and  it  would  be  destructive  of  the  essential 
rights  of  ships  of  war  in  foreign  ports,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war. 

7.  lam  willing  to  admit  that  if  a  Spanish  subject  serving  under  my 
flag  should  escape  to  the  shore,  and  should  satisfy  the  authorities  that 
he  was  held  by  me  by  force,  and  either  without  contractor  in  violation 
of  contract,  that  he  might  be  set  at  liberty,  but  such  is  not  the  present 
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case.  The  nationality  of  the  deserters  not  being  Spanish,  Spain  can 
not,  as  I  said  before,  enquire  into  it.  To  conclude,  the  case  which  I 
present  is  simply  this:  Several  of  my  crew,  serving  on  board  my  ship 
under  voluntary  contracts,  have  deserted  and  taken  refuge  in  the  con¬ 
sulate  of  the  United  States.  To  deprive  me  of  the  power,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  police,  to  recapture  these  men  would  convert  the  con¬ 
sulate  into  a  camp,  and  the  consul  would  be  permitted  to  exercise  the 
right  of  a  belligerent  on  neutral  territory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[E.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Excelentisimo  Sehor  Don  Y.  Mendez  de  Vigo, 

Civil  Governor ,  Cadiz. 


RANSOM  BOND  OF  THE  BARK  INVESTIGATOR,  CAPTURED  BY  THE  C. 

S.  S.  SUMTER,  JANUARY  18,  1862. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  bark  Investigator , 
of  Searsport,  Me.,  was  this  day  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  in  the 
Strait  of  Gibraltar,  about  5  miles  from  Gibraltar;  and  whereas  I,  Charles 
G.  Carver,  master  of  said  bark,  acting  for  myself,  and  in  the  names 
and  stead  of  the  owners  of  said  bark,  to  wit,  Charles  G.  Carver,  of 
Searsport,  Me. ;  P.  Pendleton,  of  Searsport,  Me. ;  John  C  arver,  of  Sears¬ 
port,  Me. ;  Isaac  Carver,  of  Searsport,  Me.,  and  Benjamin  Carver,  of  New 
York  City,  am  desirous  of  ransoming  said  bark:  Now,  therefore,  I 
Charles  G.  Carver,  master  of  said  bark,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
release  of  said  bark  by  the  captors,  which  release  is  hereby  acknowl¬ 
edged,  am  held  and  firmly  bound,  and  I  do  hereby  bind  the  owners  of 
said  bark,  to  wit,  Charles  G.  Carver,  P.  Pendleton,  John  Carver,  Isaac 
Carver,  and  Benjamin  Carver,  my  and  their  heirs,  executors,  adminis¬ 
trators,  and  assigns  unto  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
Ameriea  for  the  time  being,  in  the  sum  of  $11,250,  current  money  of 
the  said  States,  which  sum  I  hereby  solemnly  bind  myself,  the  owners 
of  the  said  bark,  to  wit,  Charles  G.  Carver,  P.  Pendleton,  John  Car¬ 
ver,  Isaac  Carver,  and  Benjamin  Carver,  and  my  and  their  heirs,  exec¬ 
utors,  administrators,  and  assigns  well  and  truly  to  pay  to  the  said 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  within  thirty  days  after  the  close 
of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate 
States  of  America. 

Given  this  day  under  my  hand  andseal,  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter , 
this  the  18th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1802. 

C.  G.  Carver,  [seal.] 

Witness: 

W.  Breedlove  Smith. 


Lotter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C,  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 
Mason,  C.  S,  commissioner,  London,  requesting  a  supply  of  funds. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  January  34,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  ship  is  at  this  place, 
awaiting  funds  for  necessary  repairs  and  for  the  purchase  of  fuel,  etc. 
X  have  communicated  with  the  Hon,  Win.  L.  Yancey  on  the  subject,  and 
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in  a  letter  to  me,  of  the  date  of  the  14th  instant,  that  gentleman  informed 
me  that  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  will  supply 
me  with  funds  upon  my  requisition,  endorsed  by  the  commissioner  ot 
the  Confederate  States.  1  enclose  herewith  a  draft  lor  the  sum  of 
$20,000,  drawn  upon  the  above  mentioned  house,  which  I  request  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  endorse.  The  transmission  of  funds  to  me  is 
of  absolute  necessity  to  enable  me  to  take  the  sea,  and  it  would  be  an 
event  very  much  to  be  deplored  if  the  cruise  of  the  Sumter  should  be 
cut  short  at  this  stage  of  the  war  for  the  want  of  a  few  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  My  crew  is  in  want  of  clothing  also,  and  I  have  written  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Jas.  H.  Forth,  of  the  Navy,  now  in  London,  on  this  subject, 
requesting  him  to  send  me  a  supply.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  give  your 
sanction  to  this  measure  also  ?  1  understand  from  Mr.  Y  ancey  that  these 
things  can  be  procured  without  money  or  on  a  credit.  They  can  be 
shipped  to  me  by  steamer  direct  to  this  place.  The  crippled  condition 
of  my  ship  and  the  want  of  funds  have  deprived  me  of  the  power  of 
scouring  the  Mediterranean,  the  whole  of  which  sea  I  could  have  swept 
without  molestation  in  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days,  whereas  it  is  now 
to  be  feared  that  before  1  can  prepare  myself  for  such  a  cruise  the 
enemy  will  be  present  in  some  force.  Be  pleased  to  accelerate  the 
transmission  of  the  sum  drawn  for,  as  before  1  have  intelligence  of  my 
abi  ity  to  draw  on  some  banker  I  can  not  strike  the  first  lick  toward 
repairing  my  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States ,  London. 


letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  her  British 
Majesty’s  colonial  secretary  a':  Gibraltar,  acknowledging  instructions  regarding  the  twenty- 
four-hour  rule. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  this  date,  written 
by  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  informing  me 
that  ‘blier  Majesty  has  directed,  in  accordance  with  a  long-established 
European  practice,  that  no  ship  of  war,  privateer,  or  other  armed  vessel 
belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerents,  which  shall  anchor  in  any  British 
port,  shall  be  allowed  to  quit  her  anchorage  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  adverse  belligerent,  whether  armed  or 
unarmed,  shall  have  left  the  same  port.” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  Semmes, 

S.  FreelinGt,  Esq.,  Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Colonial  Secretary. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  her  British 
Majesty’s  colonial  secretary  at  Gibraltar,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  TJ.  S.  consul 
at  that  place. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  10,  1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 
the  governor  of  Gibraltar  that  I  am  informed  and  believe  that  the 
U.  S.  consul  at  this  place  has,  by  means  of  his  emissaries,  tampered 
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with  and  seduced  from  tlieir  allegiance  several  of  the  crew  of  my  ship 
who  have  visited  the  shore  on  liberty.  The  impropriety  and  illegality 
of  such  conduct  are  so  manifest  that  I  take  it  for  granted  his  Excei- 
lency  will  interpose  his  authority  for  my  protection. 

Great  Britain  having  proclaimed  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  war  now 
pending  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States,  is 
under  the  obligation,  I  respectfully  suggest,  not  only  to  abstain  her¬ 
self  from  any  unneutral  conduct,  but  to  see  that  all  persons  whatsoever 
within  her  dominions  so  abstain.  No  act  of  war,  proximate  or  remote, 
should  be  tolerated  in  her  waters  by  the  one  belligerent  against  the 
other,  or  by  any  citizen  or  resident  against  either  belligerent.  His 
Excellency  will  doubtless  concur  with  me  in  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  the  rule  thus  stated.  To  apply  this  rule  to  the  present  case:  Being 
prompted  by  motives  of  humanity  to  send  my  crew  on  shore  in  small 
detachments  for  exercise  and  recreation,  after  a  long  confinement  on 
shipboard,  my  enemy,  the  U.  S.  consul,  sends  his  agents  among  them 
and  by  specious  pretenses  persuades  them  to  desert  their  ship  and 
take  refuge  under  his  consular  flag.  This  has  been  done  in  the  case  of 
the  following  seamen,  viz:  Everett  Salmon,  John  G.  Jenkins,  Thomas 
F.  Penny,  and  perhaps  others.  Here  is  an  act  of  Avar  perpetrated 
against  me  in  neutral  territory,  and  the  consular  residence  or  office  has 
become  quo  ad  hoc  a  hostile  camp.  And  this  conduct  is  the  more 
objectionable  in  that  the  nationality  of  most  of  these  men  is  not 
American. 

His  Excellency,  as  a  soldier,  knows  that  no  crime  is  regarded  with 
greater  detestation  in  the  present  civilized  age  of  the  world  than  the 
one  here  described.  As  between  contending  armies  in  the  field  an 
offender  caught  in  the  perpetration  of  such  an  act  would  be  subjected 
to  instant  death,  and  this  not  only  because  the  act  is  an  act  of  war, 
but  because  it  is  a  dishonorable  act  of  war.  And  can  an  enemy  make 
use  of  neutral  territory  to  do  that  which  would  subject  him  to  an  igno¬ 
minious  death  if  he  were  without  such  territory  and  within  reach  of 
the  opposite  belligerent'?  When  my  men  come  within  his  Excellency’s 
jurisdiction  I  lose  all  control  over  them,  and  must  rely  upon  his  comity 
to  regain  possession  of  them.  If  they  leave  me  of  their  o\\rn  free  will, 
in  the  absence  of  the  recognition  of  my  Government  and  of  treaty  stip¬ 
ulation,  perhaps  I  have  no  remedy.  But  when  I  permit  them  to  go  on 
shore  and  enter  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  and  friendly  power,  I  do  so 
with  the  just  expectation  that  they  will  receive  the  shelter  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  neutral  flag,  and  that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  be 
run  off  by  my  enemy,  and  to  wheedle  and  entice  a  sailor  from  his  ship, 
and  that,  too,  when  perhaps  he  is  half  drunk,  is  little  better  than  kid¬ 
napping  him.  In  the  present  case  the  violation  of  the  neutral  jurisdic¬ 
tion  is  as  complete  as  if  the  consul  had  seized  my  men  by  force,  for  he 
has  accomplished  the  same  object,  to  wit,  weakening  his  enemy  by 
stratagem,  a  stratagem  practiced  by  one  belligerent  against  another. 

It  this  act  had  been  committed  by  a  military  or  naval  officer  of  the 
enemy,  transiently  within  the  limits  of  Gibraltar,  every  one  would  have 
been  surprised  at  it,  and  would  have  exclaimed  against  it  as  a  flagrant 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  is  the  offense  of  less  magnitude 
when  committed  by  a  consul,  who  is  peculiarly  favored  by  the  laws  of 
nations  as  an  officer  of  peace  and  one  whose  pursuits  lie  wholly  in 
the  walks  of  commerce?  Mr.  Sprague,  the  U.  S.  consul,  is  a  gentle¬ 
man  whom  I  have  heard  favorably  spoken  of,  and  it  is  barely  possible 
I  may  do  him  injustice  in  imputing  to  him  the  conduct  described,  but 
the  evidence  comes  to  me  in  a  very  satisfactory  shape,  and  I  shall  be 
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ready  to  produce  it  if  the  allegation  be  denied.  Should  the  proof  be 
made  out  to  his  Excellency’s  satisfaction,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to 
request  that  the  consul  be  suspended  from  his  functions,  and  that 
the  question  of  withdrawing  his  exequatur  be  referred  to  the  British 
Government. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Captain  S.  Ereeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 
C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  relative  to  making  repairs  and  obtaining  coal  at  Gibraltar. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  telegram  of  the  2d  instant 
and  your  letter  of  the  previous  day,  enclosing  a  slip  from  the  Times 
containing  the  recent  order  of  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  the  stay 
in  British  ports  of  belligerent  cruisers,  etc.  By  the  enclosed  copy  of  a 
survey  made  by  my  officers  you  will  perceive  that  my  boilers  and  con¬ 
denser  have  about  given  out,  and  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  upper 
works  of  my  ship  are  rotten,  so  that  I  am  hors  de  combat  without  exten¬ 
sive  repairs.  There  are  neither  docks  nor  machine  shops  at  this  place, 
and  the  most  I  can  do  is  to  patch  up  to  the  best  advantage  with  my 
own  tools  and  force,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  reach  a  port  where  I  can 
have  the  repairs  made  indicated  in  the  report.  I  think  of  going  either 
to  an  English  or  a  French  port  for  this  purpose.  At  present  I  am 
detained  here  for  want  of  coal.  A  combination  of  merchants  prevents 
me  from  purchasing  it  in  the  market,  and  the  Government  has  refused 
to  supply  me,  though  I  am  not  without  hope  of  inducing  the  latter  to 
give  ground.  Should  you  not  have  seen  a  telegram  of  my  departure 
when  this  reaches  you  will  you  be  pleased  to  refer  the  question  of  my 
being  coaled  by  the  authorities  here  to  the  Government  in  London. 
The  enclosed  copy  of'  a  letter*  addressed  by  me  to  Captain  Warden, 
R.  N.,  will  give  you  the  facts  of  the  case  and  the  reasons  assigned  why 
I  should  be  coaled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Semmes, 
Commander. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States , 

Fenton’’ s  Hotel,  St.  James  Street,  London ,  England. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenliolm  &  Co.,  acknowledging  receipt  of  funds. 

G.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  February  11,  1S62. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  ultimo,  with  its 
enclosures,  to  wit,  a  letter  of  credit  on  your  house  for  the  sum  of  £3,200 
sterling,  and  triplicate  bills  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  sum 


*See  p.  654. 
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of  $20,000,  tlie  latter  sum  being  intended  to  cover  tlie  sum  mentioned 
in  the  letter  of  credit  and  the  sum  of  '$4,000  advanced  to  Captain 
North  for  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  this  ship.  I  have  drawn  upon 
you  for  the  sum  authorized,  in  four  sets  of  bills,  and  have  signed  and 
enclose  herewith  the  triplicate  bills  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Be 
pleased  to  return  the  original  draft  for  $20,000  to  Mr.  Mason.  "  I  owe 
you  many  thanks,  gentlemen,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  you  have 
come  to  the  aid  of  our  beloved  country,  and  for  the  very  kind  expres¬ 
sions  which  you  are  pleased  to  use  in  reference  to  my  poor  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[B.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co., 

Liverpool ,  England. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M, 
Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  stating  the  useless  condition  of  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  transmission  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  dispatch  informing  him  of  the  condition  of  my 
ship,  and  asking  for  orders.  After  having  patched  my  boilers  for  the 
purpose  of  endeavoring  to  reach  some  port  in  the  English  Channel, 
where  my  ship  could  be  taken  in  hand  in  a  dockyard  for  the  purpose  of 
a  general  overhauling,  I  caused  steam  to  be  gotten  up,  when,  to  my 
regret  and  somewhat  to  my  surprise,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  boilers 
would  not  stand  even  the  low  pressure  of  12  pounds.  As  you 
will  perceive  byr  a  perusal  of  the  enclosed  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  a  commission  of  my  officers,  including  the  engineer,  who 
is  a  very  competent  and  indeed  skillful  machinist,  lias  condemned  the 
boilers  as  unfit  for  further  use.  They  would  not  probably  run  me  to 
Southampton  in  a  time  of  peace,  when  I  could  stop  every  day  or  two, 
if  necessary,  for  repairs,  and  it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  such  a  run 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  two  of  whose  fast  steamers  are  now  lying  in 
this  bay  (on  the  Spanish  side)  and  others  expected,  being  in  neighbor¬ 
ing  waters. 

In  this  emergency  I  have  asked,  as  you  will  perceive,  to  lay  the 
Sumter  up  in  charge  of  a  midshipman  and  a  boat’s  crew  until  the  end 
of  the  war,  when  she  might  be  taken  without  difficulty  to  a  port  of 
repair.  But  as  some  considerable  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  can  be  heard  from,  and  as  possibly  some  use 
could  be  made  of  myself,  my  officers,  and  men  in  the  meantime,  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  you  act  in  the  matter  if  you  feel  yourself 
authorized.  There  is  not  much  discretion,  indeed,  to  be  exercised  by 
anyone.  The  boilers  of  the  ship  being  burned  out  she  is  incapable 
of  locomotion,  and  there  would  seem  to  be  but  one  of  twro  things  to  be 
done,  either  to  sell  her  or  lay  her  up.  An  attempt  to  sell  her,  were 
that  permitted,  which  is  doubtful,  would  result  in  her  sacrifice.  To 
lay  her  up,  then,  seems  to  be  the  most  judicious  alternative.  For  the 
small  force  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  leave  on  board  of  her  she 
has  an  ample  supply  of  provisions  for  twelve  mouths,  so  that  the 
expense  of  her  custody  would  be  very  small.  At  the  end  of  the  Avar 
she  might  be  made  as  good  as  a  new  ship  at  about  half  the  cost  of  a 
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new  one.  And  then  you  must  pardon  me  for  having  some  attachment 
for  her  and  for  her  name,  which  I  should  he  glad  to  see  retained,  in  the 
service.  Lieutenant  North  wrote  to  me  some  few  weeks  ago,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  there  was  a  new  ship  nearly  completed  for  us  at  Liverpool. 
I  should  like,  if  possible,  and  if  my  claims  do  not  interfere  with  those 
of  other  officers  available,  to  be  transferred  with  my  remaining  officers 
and  men  to  that  ship,  if  it  is  possible  by  any  means  to  equip  her  and 

get  her  to  sea.  .  .  . 

Do  me  the  favor  to  write  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient,  giving  me  your 
views  and  advice,  and  also  any  orders  as  to  the  final  disposition  ot  my 
ship  which  you  may  feel  at  liberty  to  give.  If  you  think  a  personal 
conference  with  you  would  in  any  way  advance  the  interests  of  oui 
cause  and  country,  intimate  as  much  to  me  by  telegraph  or  by  letter 
and  I  will  be  with  you  without  delay.  You  will  be  astonished,  no 
doubt,  at  the  news  of  the  imprisonment  of  my  paymaster  in  the  Yankee 
consul’s  house  at  Tangier,  in  Morocco,  as  detailed  in  my  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  think  [I]  shall  have  no  trouble  in  getting 
him  released.  The  governor  of  Gibraltar  sent  his  secretary  oyer  to 
Tangier  yesterday,  and  although  his  official  position  prevents  his  say¬ 
ing  as  much  to  me,  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  upon  this  business.  If, 
contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation,  the  prisoners  should  not  be 
promptly  released,  1  will  write  to  you  again  on  the  subject,  that  you 
may  speak  to  Lord  Bussell  about  it.  Morocco  just  now,  because  of  the 
guarantee  of  her  loan  by  Great  Britain,  is,  of  course,  anxious  to  please 
her  patron,  and  an  unofficial  word  from  the  British  foreign  secretary 
will  be  all  powerful  with  her.  Is  not  this  proceeding  of  the  Yankee 
consul  a  shame  upon  the  civilization  of  the  age1?  I  blush  to  think  that 
we  have  ever  been  connected  in  the  same  Government  with  such  men. 

1  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  8.  Na,vy.  J 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  useless  condi¬ 
tion  of  that  vessel,  and  seeking  instructions. 

G.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  My  last  dispatch,  No.  3,  dated  at  this  place,  of  the  23d  of  Jan¬ 
uary  last,  and  forwarded  to  you  through  Mr.  Mason  in  London,  informs 
you  that  the  Sumter  was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  funds  with  which  to 
repair,  etc.  Since  that  date  and  with  a  view  to  repairs  I  have  ordered 
a  commission  of  survey  upon  the  ship,  consisting  of  the  first  and  second 
lieutenants  and  the  chief  engineer  (copy  of  order  annexed,  marked  A); 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  these  gentlemen  is  annexed,  marked  B.  From 
this  report  it  appeared  that  both  the  hull  and  boilers  of  the  ship  were 
in  a  much  worse  condition  than  I  had  supposed.  Indeed,  the  boilers 
were  about  burned  out.  The  most  that  I  could  hope  to  accomplish 
would  be  to  patch  them  so  as  to  enable  me  to  run  under  low  pressure 
of  steam  to  some  English  or  French  port,  where  I  might  find  work¬ 
shops  and  other  means  of  repair.  I  gave  orders  accordingly,  and  sev¬ 
eral  patches  and  other  repairs  were  put  upon  them. 

Having  accomplished  this,  and  funds  having  reached  me  (through 
the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  who  negotiated  a 
bill  drawn  by  me  on  the  Navy  Department  for  the  sum  of  $20,000),  on 
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tlie  8tli  of  February  I  sent  tlie  paymaster  on  shore  to  purchase  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal.  Yery  much  to  his  surprise,  as  to  my  own,  he  found  the 
market  closed  against  him  by  a  combination  of  merchants,  brought 
about  by  the  XT.  S.  consul.  Upon  finding  it  impossible  to  supply  myself 
in  the  market,  on  the  11th  of  February  I  addressed  a  letter  (copy 
annexed,  marked  0)  to  the  commanding  naval  officer,  requesting  him 
to  supply  me  from  the  dockyard.  This  he  declined  to  do  under  his 
instructions,  but  being  personally  disposed  to  oblige  me,  and  thinking 
the  case  a  peculiar  one,  he  telegraphed  the  facts  to  the  admiralty  in 
London  and  asked  for  special  instructions  on  the  subject.  The  admi¬ 
ralty  declined  to  authorize  him  to  supply  me.  Upon  learning  this  final 
determination  of  the  British  Government  there  was  no  other  course 
open  to  me  but  to  endeavor  to  have  coal  sent  to  me  from  some  neigh¬ 
boring  port.  With  this  view,  on  the  19th  instant  I  dispatched  [the] 
paymaster  of  this  ship  for  Cadiz.  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall,  a  citizeu  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  who  had  been  several  years  previous  to  the 
war  U.  S.  consul  in  Cadiz,  being  in  Gibraltar,  volunteered  to  accom¬ 
pany  Mr.  Myers.  They  took  a  French  passenger  steamer,  and  the 
steamer  having  stopped  on  her  way  at  Tangier,  in  the  Empire  of 
Morocco,  for  a  few  hours,  they  went  on  shore  for  a  walk,  and  as  they 
were  returning  to  the  mole  to  reembark  they  were  suddenly  seized  by 
Moorish  soldiery  and  marched  to  the  U.  S.  consular  residence,  where 
they  were  heavily  ironed  and  imprisoned. 

As  soon  as  1  heard  of  this  outrage  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Gibraltar,  asking  his  friendly  interposition  (copy  annexed, 
marked  D),  and  on  the  next  day  I  dispatched  a  demand  for  the  release 
of  the  prisoners  to  the  governor  of  Tangier,  through  Mr.  Hay,  the  Brit¬ 
ish  charge  resident  at  that  place  (copy  annexed,  marked  E).  I  am  in 
hourly  expectation  of  receiving  a  reply  from  the  governor  of  Morocco. 
On  Sunday  morning,  the  23d  instant,  having  gotten  up  steam  for  the 
purpose  of  shifting  my  berth,  a  pressure  of  12  pounds  only  caused  my 
boilers  again  to  give  way,  and  in  a  place  not  hitherto  supposed  to  be 
defective.  I  caused  the  steam  to  be  blown  off,  and  this  morning  I  have 
had  the  boilers  reexamined  by  tlie  commission  of  survey.  Their  report 
is  annexed,  marked  F. 

From  this  report  you  will  regret  to  learn  that  the  boilers  have  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  further  service.  We  can  not  even  rely  upon 
them  for  the  short  run  of  which  it  was  supposed  they  might  be  made 
capable  in  the  first  report  (B).  In  this  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs, 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  The  hull  of  the  ship  below  her  gun  deck  is  believed 
to  be  sound.  With  a  new  gun  deck,  therefore,  new  upper  works,  and 
new  boilers  she  would  be  nearly  as  good  as  a  new  ship.  Will  the 
Department  direct  her  to  be  laid  up  in  this  port  in  charge  of  one  of  the 
midshipmen  and  a  boat’s  crew,  until  the  end  of  the  wrar,  when  she  may 
be  taken  to  Southampton  or  some  other  British  port  for  repairs?  This 
is  the  course  I  would  respectfully  recommend.  In  time  of  peace  she 
might  be  gotten  round  to  Southampton  under  sail,  aided  to  some  extent, 
it  may  be,  by  her  crippled  steam  power.  Such  of  the  crew  (being  for¬ 
eigners)  as  prefer  it,  I  would  recommend  to  be  discharged,  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew  might  be  held  available  for  another 
ship,  if  it  be  possible  to  procure  one  for  them  in  Europe;  or  they  might 
be  directed  to  return  home,  whichever  the  Department  might  think 
best.  The  total  number  of  my  crew  has  been  reduced  by  desertion  to 
fifty-seven  seamen  and  marines.  The  Department  will  be  equally  sur¬ 
prised,  no  doubt,  with  myself,  to  find  that  the  boilers  of  the  ship  have 
given  out  after  less  than  a  year’s  service,  but  I  understand  that  the 
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board  of  officers  wlio  originally  examined  the  ship  with  reference  to  her 
purchase  by  the  Government  did  not  examine,  or  cause  to  be  examined, 
her  boilers  and  machinery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[E.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


P.  S. — Two  of  the  enemy’s  steamers,  the  Tuscarora  and  another, 
arrived  last  night,  name  not  yet  ascertained,  are  anchored  in  Spanish 
waters  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay,  and  several  others  are  expected, 
three,  to  wit,  the  Dacotali ,  the  Mohican ,  and  the  Mystic,  having  been  in 
Teneriffe  a  few  days  ago,  in  pursuit  of  us.  I  have  taken  the  necessary 
precaution  to  prevent  our  crippled  condition  from  becoming  known  to 
the  enemy,  that  I  may  occupy  the  attention  of  as  many  of  his  cruisers 
as  possible. 

E.  S. 


[Enclosure  A.] 


0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  January  23,  1862. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  hold  a  survey  on  the  boilers  and  machinery 
of  this  ship  and  report  to  me  the  extent  to  which  they  will  require  to 
be  repaired  to  enable  her  to  continue  her  cruise.  You  will  also  examine 
the  upper  works  of  the  ship  and  state  to  me  how  they  may  be  strength¬ 
ened  and  secured  with  as  little  expense  as  possible  to  render  her  sea¬ 
worthy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


[E.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Lieutenants  J.  M.  Kell  and  E.  T.  Chapman,  First  Assistant  Engi¬ 
neer  M.  J.  Freeman. 


[Enclosure  B.] 


0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  January  28,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  we  have  held  a  survey  on  the  boil¬ 
ers  and  machinery  of  this  ship,  and  have  to  report  as  follows: 

That  the  boilers  must  be  lifted  from  their  beds,  requiring  new  arches 
and  new  legs,  and  other  repairs,  that  can  not  be  done  with  the  facili¬ 
ties  we  have  on  board. 

The  machinery  requires  a  thorough  overhauling  at  a  machine  shop 
where  proper  mechanics  and  tools  can  be  had.  The  condenser  requires 
to  be  lifted  and  taken  from  its  berth,  which  involves  the  removal  of 
the  hot-well  air-pump  and  other  parts  of  the  machinery.  The  boilers 
are  very  defective  in  two  or  three  places  that  can  not  be  got  at,  unless 
they  are  lifted  from  their  beds,  and  are  liable  at  any  time  to  give  way; 
the  other  parts  of  the  machinery  can  be  patched  in  a  week,  to  make  a 
run  of  four  or  five  days,  if  no  other  than  a  very  low  press  of  steam  is 
required.  'N't  ith  regard  to  the  upper  works  of  the  ship,  it  is  our  opin¬ 
ion  that  she  can  not  be  made  seaworthy  unless  the  whole  be  removed, 
as  they  are  rotten,  both  in  the  planking  and  in  the  ends  of  the  beams, 
and  if  a  heavy  sea  strikes  her  all  of  the  upper  works  must  give  way. 
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In  examining  her  hull,  we  find  several  of  the  knees  started  on  the  star¬ 
board  side  forward,  also  that  the  two  planks  just  above  the  copper  are 
so  worm-eaten  that  in  some  places  it  will  not  bear  the  driving  of  the 
calking  iron.  It  is  our  opinion  that  wherever  these  planks  are  so 
thoroughly  honeycombed  by  the  worm,  they  should  be  removed  and 
new  only  putin  before  she  can  be  pronounced  seaworthy.  We  would 
recommend  that  after  these  new  planks  are  put  in,  she  be  coppered 
two  streaks  higher  up. 

W e  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  McIntosh  Ivell, 

Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navy. 

E.  T.  Chapman, 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy. 
M.  J.  Freeman, 

Engineer,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  E.  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


[Enclosure  C.] 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  February  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  made  every  effort 
to  procure  a  supply  of  coal,  without  success.  The  British  and  other 
merchants  of  Gibraltar,  instigated,  I  learn,  by  the  U.  S.  consul,  have 
entered  into  the  unneutral  combination  of  declining  to  furnish  the 
Sumter  with  coal  on  any  terms.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  the 
Government  of  her  Majesty  will  find  no  difficulty  in  supplying  me.  By 
the  recent  letter  of  Earl  Bussell  (January  31,  1862)  it  is  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  neutrality  for  a  belligerent  to  supply  herself  wjth  coal  in 
a  British  port.  In  other  words,  the  article  has  been  pronounced,  like 
provisions,  innoxious,  and  this  being  the  case  it  can  make  no  difference 
whether  it  be  supplied  by  the  Government  or  an  individual  (the  Gov¬ 
ernment  being  reimbursed  the  expense),  and  this  even  though  the 
market  was  open  to  me;  much  more  then  may  the  Government  supply 
me  with  an  innocent  article,  the  market  not  being  open  to  me.  Sup¬ 
pose  I  had  come  into  port  destitute  of  provisions,  and  the  same  illegal 
combination  had  shut  me  out  from  the  market,  would  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  permit  my  crew  to  starve?  Or  suppose  I  had  been  a  sail 
ship,  and  liad  come  in  dismasted  and  the  dockyard  was  the  only  place 
where  I  could  be  refitted,  would  you  have  denied  me  a  mast?  And  if 
you  would  not  deny  me  a  mast,  on  what  principle  will  you  deny  me 
coal,  both  articles  being  declared  by  your  Government  to  be  innoxious. 
The  true  criterion  is  not  whether  the  Government  or  an  individual  may 
supply  the  article,  but  whether  the  article  itself  is  noxious  or  innoxious. 
The  Government  may  not  supply  me  with  powder;  why?  Not  because 
I  may  have  recourse  to  the  market,  but  because  the  article  is  noxious. 
A  case  in  point  occurred  when  I  was  in  Cadiz,  recently.  My  ship  was 
admitted  into  a  Government  dock  and  there  repaired,  firstly,  because 
the  repairs  were  innocent,  and  secondly,  because  there  were  no  private 
docks  in  Cadiz.  So  here,  the  article  is  innocent,  and  there  is  none  in 
the  market  (accessible  to  me);  why  may  not  the  Government  supply 
me?  In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  supply  me 
with  150  tons  of  coal,  for  which  I  will  pay  the  cash ;  or,  if  you  prefer  it, 
I  will  deposit  the  money  with  an  agent,  who  can  have  no  difficulty,  I 
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suppose,  in  purchasing  the  same  amount  of  the  material  from  some  one 
of  the  hulks  and  returning  it  to  her  Majesty’s  dockyard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Semmes, 

Commander. 

Captain  Frederick  Warden,  E.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Gibraltar. 

[Enclosure  D.] 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  22,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  the  good  offices  of  his  Excellency  the 
governor  of  (Gibraltar,  in  a  matter  purely  my  own.  On  Wednesday 
last  I  dispatched  from  this  port,  in  a  French  passenger  steamer  for 
Cadiz,  on  business  connected  with  this  ship,  my  paymaster,  Mr.  Henry 
Myers,  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  and 
ex-U.  S.  consul  at  Cadiz.  The  steamer  having  stopped  on  her  way  at 
Tangier,  and  these  gentlemen  having  gone  on  shore  for  a  walk  during 
her  temporary  delay  there,  they  were  seized  by  the  authorities  at  the 
instigation  of  the  U.  S.  consul  and  imprisoned.  A  note  from  Paymas¬ 
ter  Myers  informs  me  they  are  both  heavily  ironed  and  otherwise 
treated  in  a  barbarous  manner. 

1  learn  further  that  the  pretense  upon  which  the  unlawful  proceed¬ 
ing  was  had  is  that  it  is  authorized  by  treaty  stipulation  with  the 
United  States.  Unfortunately,  I  have  not  a  copy  of  this  treaty  in  my 
possession,  but  I  presume  it  provides  in  the  usual  form  for  the  extradi¬ 
tion  of  criminals  and  nothing  more.  I  need  not  say  to  his  Excellency 
that  treaties  of  this  description  are  never  applied  to  political  offenders, 
which,  1  presume,  is  the  only  category  in  which  the  U.  S.  consul  pre¬ 
tends  to  place  these  two  gentlemen.  An  occurrence  of  this  kind  could 
not  have  happened,  of  course,  in  a  civilized  community.  The  political 
ignorance  of  the  Moorish  Government  has  been  shamefully  practiced 
upon  by  the  unscrupulous  consul.  I  understand  that  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  a  diplomatic  agent  resident  at  Tangier,  and  a  word  from 
that  gentleman  would,  no  doubt,  set  the  matter  right  and  insure  the 
release  of  the  unfortunate  prisoners.  And  it  is  to  interest  this  gentleman 
in  this  humane  task  that  I  address  myself  to  Ids  Excellency.  May  I  not 
ask  the  favor  of  his  Excellency,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  address  Mr.  Hay  a  note  on  the  subject,  explaining  to  him  the 
facts  and  requesting  his  interposition1?  If  any  official  scruples  present 
themselves,  the  thing  might  be  done  in  his  character  as  a  private  gen¬ 
tleman.  The  Moorish  Government  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  if  it 
understood  correctly  the  facts  and  principles  of  the  case,  to  wit,  that 
the  principal  powers  of  Europe  have  recognized  the  Confederate  States 
as  belligerents  in  their  war  against  the  United  States,  and  that  con¬ 
sequently  the  act  of  making  war  against  these  States  by  the  citizens 
of  the  Confederate  States  is  not  an  offense,  political  or  otherwise,  of 
which  a  neutral  can  take  cognizance,  and  even  if  it  were  the  former,  no 
extradition  treaty  is  ever  meant  to  apply  to  such  a  case. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 


Captain  S.  Freeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


[E.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — CONFEDERATE. 


669 


[Enclosure  E.] 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  23 ,  1862. 

[Sir:]  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  intelligence 
has  reached  me  of  the  imprisonment,  by  the  Moorish  Government,  at 
Tangier,  of  Mr.  Henry  Myers,  the  paymaster  of  this  ship,  and  Mr.  T. 
T.  Tunstall,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  and  late  U.  S.  consul 
at  Cadiz.  I  learn  further  that  these  gentlemen  are  heavily  ironed  and 
otherwise  treated  with  inhumanity.  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
on  what  grounds  this  illegal  imprisonment  can  have  taken  place, 
though  1  learn  that  the  H.  S.  consul  demanded  it  under  some  claim  of 
extradition  treaty  stipulation.  A  word  or  two  will  suffice  to  set  this 
matter  right.  It  must,  of  course,  be  known  to  your  Excellency  that  the 
Confederate  States  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe  as  belligerents  in  the  war  in  which  they  are  engaged  with 
the  United  States,  and  that  consequently  the  paymaster  of  this  ship, 
in  any  act  of  war  in  which  he  may  have  participated,  can  have  been 
guilty  of  no  offense,  political  or  otherwise,  of  which  any  neutral  power 
can  take  cognizance.  Indeed,  as  before  stated,  the  neutral  powers  of 
Europe  have  expressly  recognized  the  right  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  No  extradition  treaty,  there¬ 
fore,  can  apply  to  Paymaster  Myers.  Mr.  Tunstall,  not  being  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  can  no  more  be 
brought  within  the  terms  of  auy  such  treaty  than  Paymaster  Myers. 
I  have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  demand  in  the  name  of  my  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  practice  of  nations,  that 
these  two  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  be  set  at  liberty.  * 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  op  Tangier, 

Morocco. 


[Enclosure  E.] 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  February  24,  1862. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  of  yesterday,  to  examine 
again  the  boilers  of  this  ship,  we  have  to  report  as  follows:  Since  our 
survey  of  the  28th  ultimo,  steam  was  gotten  up  yesterday  for  the  first 
time,  and  with  a  pressure  of  12  pounds  only,  two  heavy  leaks  sprung 
from  a  hard  patch  put  on  in  New  Orleans,  which  was  apparently  in 
sound  condition  before  the  fires  were  started.  This  leak  was  so  great 
as  to  put  out  the  fires  in  one  of  the  furnaces,  and  from  examination  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  other  parts  of  the  boilers  far  more  defect¬ 
ive.  With  a  pressure  of  12  pounds  of  steam  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  other  leaks  will  show  themselves,  which  would  at  once  cripple  the 
ship.  We  therefore  condemn  the  boilers  as  unfit  for  service. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

John  M.  Kell, 

Lieutenant. 

R.  T.  Chapman, 

Lieutenant. 
M.  J.  Freeman, 

Engineer. 


Commander  R.  Semmes, 

C.  8.  8.  Sumter . 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 

Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  giving  facts  in  the  case  of  the  arrest  of  Paymaster 

Myers,  C.  S.  Navy. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  February  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  the  (late  of  my  last 
letter  to  you,  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the  arrest  of  Paymaster  Myers 
have  assumed  a  more  definite  shape.  They  are  briefly  as  follows :  Upon 
returning  to  the  French  packet  steamer  lying  in  the  bay  of  Tangier  he 
was  arrested  by  Moorish  soldiers  upon  the  requisition  of  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul,  who  claimed  jurisdiction  over  him  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
under  a  treaty  Avith  Morocco.  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  24th  instant 
I  enclosed  copies  of  letters  which  I  had  addressed  to  the  governors  of 
Tangier  and  Gibraltar  on  the  subject.  I  noiv  send  you  annexed  copies 
of  letters,* *  marked  A  and  B,  Avhicli  have  since  passed  between  Mr.  Hay, 
the  British  charge  resident  at  Tangier,  and  myself.  These  letters, 
together  wdth  those  already  sent,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  all  the 
facts  of  the  case,  prominent  among  which  is  the  apparent  apathy  and 
indifference  of  the  diplomatic  officers  whose  mediation  had  been  asked 
in  the  absence  of  the  recognition  of  our  Government  and  of  an  agent 
of  our  own.  Notwithstanding  the  strong  precedent  established  by  all 
Europe  in  the  Trent  affair  as  to  the  legality  and  propriety  of  friendly 
interference  between  a  neutral  and  a  belligerent  to  preserve  the  peace, 
Mr.  Hay  has  deemed  it  his  duty  not  only  to  preserve  silence,  but  to 
take  especial  pains  to  make  his  silence  known  to  the  Government  of 
Morocco. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

'  [R.  Semmes, 

Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States ,  London. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S. 
commissioner  at  London,  transmitting  letter  of  credit  for  the  use  of  the  commander  of  the 
C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  March  1,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  observe  from  the  public  newspapers  that  the  C.  S.  war  steamer 
Sumter  is  now  at  St.  Roche  [RoqueJ,  a  Spanish  port,  and  that  her  com¬ 
mander  is  without  funds,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  herewith 
a  letter  of  credit  in  favor  of  her  paymaster,  Henry  Myers,  C.  S  Navy 
on  the  house  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  for  £6,000,  which 
1  will  thank  you  to  transmit  to  him  upon  learning  the  port  at  which  the 
steamer  may  be  when  you  receive  this  letter,  or  inform  him  that  you 
have  m  your  possession  the  letter  of  credit. 

The  urgent  necessities  of  the  case  constrain  me  to  avail  myself  of 
every  opportunity  to  communicate  with  Paymaster  Myers  and  must 
plead  my  excuse  for  troubling  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  S<XreUr'J  °f  Navy’ 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Great  Britain ,  London , 

*  See  pp.  671,  672,  ~ 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  giving  additional  facts  in  the  case  of  the  arrest  of  Paymaster 
Myers,  C,  S.  Navy. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  3 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  24th  ultimo 
(disputcli  No.  4),  other  letters  (copies  annexed,  marked  A  and  B)  have 
passed  between  Mr.  Hay,  the  British  charge  at  Tangier,  Morocco,  and 
myself  on  the  subject  of  the  imprisonment  of  Paymaster  Myers  by  the 
Moorish  authorities  at  that  place.  These  letters,  together  with  those 
already  sent,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  connected  with 
that  great  outrage.  I  have  further  to  report  that  on  the  26th  ultimo 
Paymaster  Myers  and  Mr.  Tunstall  were  delivered  by  the  U.  S.  consul, 
aided  by  the  Moorish  authorities,  to  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  sloop 
of  war  Ino,  and  that  they  are  now  prisoners  on  board  that  ship.  There 
was  considerable  indignation  expressed  by  the  European  residents  in 
Tangier  at  this  high-handed  proceeding.  They  gathered  in  crowds  in 
the  streets,  and  it  is  said  would  have  made  an  effort  to  rescue  the  pris¬ 
oners  had  not  their  agitation  been  calmed  by  the  advice  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  consuls  and  by  an  address  of  Mr.  Hay,  who  advised  them  that  the 
affair  was  one  exclusively  between  the  parties  concerned  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[B.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 


P.  S. — The  letter  annexed,  marked  0,*  [is]  from  Paymaster  Myers, 
giving  an  account  of  his  imprisonment.  I  have  up  to  this  date  received 
no  reply  from  the  Moorish  Government,  and  presume  from  the  long 
delay  that  they  do  not  intend  to  send  any. 

R.  Semmes. 


[Enclosure  A.] 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  February  23,  1862. 

Sir  :  May  I  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  act  unofficially  for  me  in  a  matter 
of  humanity  by  handing  to  the  proper  officer  the  enclosed  communica¬ 
tion,  demanding  the  release  from  imprisonment  in  Tangier  of  the  pay¬ 
master  of  this  ship  and  of  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall,  a  citizen  of  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  States.  The  Moorish  authorities  have  evidently  been  imposed 
upon  by  false  representations  as  to  the  character  and  status  of  these 
gentlemen.  I  hear  that  the  U.  S.  consul  demanded  their  imprisonment 
under  some  extradition  treaty.  The  absurdity  of  such  a  claim  will,  of 
course,  be  apparent  to  you.  We  are  recognized  belligerents.  Our  acts 
of  war  are  legal  therefore,  so  far  as  all  neutrals  are  concerned,  and  it 
can  not  be  pretended  that  any  officer  of  this  ship  can  have  committed 
any  offense  in  any  act  of  war  in  which  he  may  have  participated  against 
the  United  States  which  Morocco  can  take  cognizance  of  or  bring 
under  the  terms  of  any  extradition  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Jno.  Hay  Drummond-Hay,  C.  B., 

E.  M.  Charge  d’ Affaires,  Tangier,  Morocco. 


Not  found. 
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[Enclosure  B.] 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  February  25,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  liad  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d,  informing  me  that — 

You  (I)  must  be  aware  that  her  Britauuic  Majesty’s  Government  have  decided  on 
observing  astrict  neutrality  in  the  present  conflict  between  the  Northern  and  South¬ 
ern  States;  it  is  therefore  incumbent  on  her  Majesty’s  officers  to  avoid  anything  like 
undue  interference  in  any  questions  affecting  the  interests  of  either  party  which  do 
not  concern  the  British  Government;  and  though  I  do  not  refuse  to  accede  to  your 
request  to  deliver  the  letter  to  the  Moorish  authorities,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  signify 
distinctly  to  the  latter  my  intention  to  abstain  from  expressing  an  opinion  regarding 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  Morocco  on  the  subject-matter  of  your  letter. 

Whilst  I  thank  you  for  the  courtesy  of  delivering  my  letter,  as 
requested,  I  must  he  permitted  to  express  to  you  my  disappointment 
at  the  course  which  you  have  prescribed  to  yourself,  of  refraining  from 
expressing  any  opinion  to  the  Moorish  Government  of  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  its  act.  The  Confederate  States,  having  ample  ability  to 
maintain  themselves  in  the  war  in  which  they  are  engaged  with  the 
United  States,  do  not  request  or  expect  neutral  powers  to  interfere  in 
their  behalf;  nor  can  I  conceive  how  your  compliance  with  my  request 
would  have  compromised  you  or  your  Government.  I  had  supposed 
that  the  Trent  affair,  of  so  recent  occurrence,  had  settled  not  only  the 
right  but  the  duty  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  to  “interfere,”  in 
a  friendly  manner,  to  prevent  wars  between  nations.  It  can  not  escape 
your  observation  that  the  course  pursued  by  Europe  in  that  affair  is 
precisely  analogous  to  that  which  I  have  requested  of  you.  In  that 
affair  a  quarrel  arose  between  the  United  States,  one  of  the  belliger¬ 
ents  in  the  existing  war,  and  Great  Britain,  a  neutral  in  that  war;  and, 
instead  of  refraining  from  offering  advice,  all  Europe  made  haste  to 
volunteer  it  to  both  parties.  The  United  States  were  told  by  France, 
by  Russia,  by  Spain  that  their  act  was  illegal,  and  that  they  could, 
without  a  sacrifice  of  honor,  grant  the  reparation  demanded  by  Great 
Britain.  Neither  the  nation  giving  the  advice  nor  the  nation  advised 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  there  was  any  breach  of  neutrality  in  this 
proceeding;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the  general  verdict  of  mankind 
that  the  course  was  not  only  legal  but  eminently  humane  and  proper 
as  tending  to  allay  excitement  and  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood. 

If  you  will  run  a  parallel  between  the  Trent  case  and  the  case  in 
hand  you  will  find  it  difficult,  I  think,  to  sustain  the  reasons  you  have 
assigned  for  your  forbearance.  In  that  case  the  quarrel  arose  between 
a  neutral  and  a  belligerent;  so  in  this  case.  In  that  case  citizens  of  a 
belligerent  State  were  unlawfully  arrested  on  the  high  seas  in  a  neutral 
ship  by  the  opposite  belligerent  and  imprisoned.  In  this  case  citizens 
of  a  belligerent  State  have  been  unlawfully  arrested  by  a  neutral  in 
neutral  territory  and  imprisoned.  Does  the  fact  that  the  offense  was 
committed  in  the  former  case  by  a  belligerent  against  a  neutral,  and  in 
the  latter  case  by  a  neutral  against  a  belligerent,  make  any  difference 
in  the  application  of  the  principle  we  are  considering?  And,  if  so,  in 
what  does  the  difference  consist?  If  A  strikes  B  is  it  lawful  to  inter¬ 
fere  to  prevent  a  battle?  And  if  B  strikes  A  is  it  unlawful  to  interfere 
for  the  same  purpose?  Can  the  circumstance  that  the  prisoners  seized 
by  one  belligerent  in  the  Trent  affair  were  citizens  of  the  other  bellig¬ 
erent  alter  the  application  of  the  principle?  The  difference,  if  any,  is 
in  favor  of  the  present  case,  for  whilst  the  belligerent  in  the  former  case 
was  compelled  to  release  its  enemies,  whom,  under  proper  conditions,  it 
would  have  had  the  right  to  capture,  in  the  latter  case  a  neutral  is  to 
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be  advised  to  release  prisoners  who  are  not  its  enemies,  and  whom  it 
would  have  no  right  to  capture  under  any  circumstances. 

Upon  farther  enquiry  I  learn  that  my  first  supposition  that  the  two 
gentlemen  in  question  had  been  arrested  under  some  claim  of  extradi¬ 
tion  (unfortunately  I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  treaty  between  Morocco 
and  the  U nited  States)  was  not  exactly  correct.  It  seems  that  they  were 
arrested  by  Moorish  soldiers  upon  the  requisition  of  the  U.  S.  con¬ 
sul,  who  claimed  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  them  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States  under  a  provision  of  a  treaty  common  between  what  are 
called  the  noncivilized  and  the  civilized  nations.  This  state  of  facts 
does  not  alter  in  any  degree  the  reasoning  applicable  to  the  case.  If 
Morocco  adopts  the  status  given  the  Confederate  States  by  Europe 
she  must  remain  neutral  between  the  two  belligerents,  not  undertaking 
to  judge  of  the  nationality  of  the  citizens  of  either  of  the  belligerents, 
or  to  decide  any  other  question  growing  out  of  the  war  which  does  not 
concern  her  own  interests.  She  has  no  right,  therefore,  to  adjudge  a 
citizen  of  the  Confederate  States  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  having  this  right  herself  she  can  not  transfer  it  by  treaty  to 
the  U.  S.  consul. 

1  trust  you  will  not  understand  that  I  have  written  in  a  tone  of 
remonstrance  or  complaint.  I  have  no  ground  on  which  to  demand 
anything  of  you.  The  friendly  offices  of  nations,  like  those  of  individ¬ 
uals,  must  be  spontaneous;  and  if  in  the  present  instance  you  have  not 
deemed  yourself  at  liberty  to  offer  a  word  of  friendly  advice  to  a  bar¬ 
barian  government,  which  has  evidently  erred  through  ignorance  of  its 
rights  and  duties  in  favor  of  unfortunate  citizens  of  a  friendly  govern¬ 
ment,  connected  with  the  Government  which  you  represent  by  many 
ties  of  consanguinity  and  interest,  I  have  no  word  of  remonstrance  to 
offer.  You  are  the  best  judge  of  your  own  actions. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[E.  Semmes.] 

J.  H.  Drummond-Hay,  C.  B., 

H.  M.  Charge  d- Affaires,  Tangier ,  Morocco. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 

Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  regarding  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Paymaster 

Myers,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall. 

C.  S.  S.  Stjmter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  March  3,  1362. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  26th  ultimo  Pay¬ 
master  Myers  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall,  whose  capture  and  imprisonment 
at  Tangier  were  reported  to  you  in  my  last  dispatch,  were  delivered  by 
the  U.  S.  consul  at  that  place  to  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Ino,  on  board  of  which  vessel  they  are  now  prisoners.  The  consul 
was  assisted  in  this  nefarious  work  by  Moorish  officials  and  soldiers. 
It  is  reported  that  the  European  residents  at  Tangier  Avere  so  outraged 
by  this  proceeding  that  they  assembled  in  the  streets  and  would  have 
rescued  the  prisoners  but  for  the  interference  of  their  consuls,  headed 
by  Mr.  Hay,  the  British  charge,  Avho  advised  them  to  disperse,  as  the 
arrest  Avas  no  business  of  theirs.  Do  me  the  favor  to  forward  the 
enclosed  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  letter,  0,#  annexed 
to  this  dispatch  is  from  Mr.  Myers,  giving  me  an  account  of  his  arrest 
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and  imprisonment.  By  a  perusal  of  it  you  will  perceive  with  what 
indignity  he  was  treated. 

Do  me  the  favor  also  to  forward  the  enclosed  private  letter  for  my 
family,  to  the  Hon.  T.  J.  Semmes,  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[It.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States , 

Fenton  Hotel ,  St.  James  street ,  London ,  England. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  John  Slidell, 
C.  S.  commissioner  at  Paris,  regarding  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Paymaster  Myers, 
C.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  4 ,  1862. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo  I  gave  you  an  account  of 
the  capture  and  imprisonment  at  Tangier,  in  the  Empire  of  Morocco,  of 
Paymaster  Henry  Myers,  of  this  ship,  and  of  Mr.  T.  T.  Tunstall,  one 
of  our  citizens.  I  enclosed  you  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  the  corre¬ 
spondence  which  had  been  passed  between  myself  and  the  authorities 
of  Tangier  and  Gibraltar  on  the  subject.  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you  that  on  the  26th  ultimo  these  two  gentlemen  were  delivered 
by  the  H.  S.  consul  at  Tangier,  aided  by  Moorish  soldiers,  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Ino,  and  that  they  are  now  prisoners 
on  board  that  ship.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  among  the  European  residents  of  Tangier,  who  manifested  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  but  the  several  consuls,  headed  by  Mr. 
Hay,  British  charge,  having  interfered,  the  disturbance  was  quelled 
and  the  people  were  induced  to  retire  and  permit  the  Moorish  Govern¬ 
ment  to  consummate  the  outrage.  The  name  of  the  French  steamer  on 
board  which  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall  embarked  at  this  place  for 
Cadiz  is  Villa  de  Malaga. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy,  j 

Hon.  Jno.  Slidell, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States,  Paris ,  France. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 
Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  regarding  the  disposition  of  his  vessel,  officers,  and 
crew. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 
Gibraltar ,  March  6,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  22d  instant 
[ultimo]  informing  me  of  the  steps  you  had  taken  to  remove  my  diffi¬ 
culty  with  reference  to  a  supply  of  coal.  Before  this  reaches  you  you 
will  have  received  my  letters  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  [ultimo], 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  second  survey  of  my  ship,  from  which  it  will 
appear  that  a  supply  of  coal  is  no  longer  necessary  to  her  for  the 
present. 
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I  hope  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  authorizing  me  to  make  the 
arrangements  suggested  in  those  letters  as  to  the  disposition  ot  my 
sliip,  officers,  and  crew. 

It  would  be  a  useless  expense  to  the  Government,  without  corre¬ 
sponding  advantage,  to  keep  the  ship  in  commission  when  she  can  no 
longer  be  useful. 

I  learn  from  Lieutenant  North  that  the  ship  constructed  for  our  Gov¬ 
ernment  in  Liverpool  has  been  sent  empty  to  Havana,  to  evade  the 
vigilance  of  the  British  Government.  Indeed,  it  is  quite  manifest  that 
there  is  a  combination  of  all  the  neutral  nations  against  us  in  this  war 
and  that  in  consequence  we  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  little  or  nothing 
outside  of  our  own  waters.  They  pretend  to  be  neutral,  it  is  true,  but 
it  is  only  a  pretense.  The  rule  adopted  in  the  beginning  of  the  war 
excluding  our  prizes  from  their  ports  was  meant  to  deprive  us  of  the 
right  of  maritime  capture,  and  it  has  had  that  effect.  It  is  absurd  to 
contend  that  because  the  rule  was  applied  in  terms  to  both  parties 
alike  it  was  a  just  or  equal  rule.  The  powers  of  Europe  knew  when 
they  penned  it  that  its  effect  upon  the  United  States  would  be  null, 
whilst  it  would  drive  us  from  the  ocean,  or  rather  prevent  us  from 
taking  it.  They  knew  that  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States  being 
open  it  would  not  inconvenience  the  enemy,  whilst  ours  being  all  shut, 
if  we  could  not  send  prizes  into  European  ports  we  could  not  send 
them  anywhere.  They  had  determined  at  the  congress  of  Paris  that 
privateering  should  be  suppressed,  and  although  they  could  not  sup¬ 
press  it  in  terms  as  regarded  ourselves,  they  have  equally  accomplished 
their  object  by  means  of  this  unjust  and  unneutral  rule.  They  knew 
that  privateers  would  not  take  the  ocean  unless  in  pursuit  of  booty; 
that  private  capitalists  would  not  risk  their  money  without  an  equiv¬ 
alent;  and  that  if  they  prohibited  the  privateers  from  taking  their 
prizes  into  their  ports,  the  ports  of  the  privateers  being  blockaded, 
the  stimulus  of  booty  would  be  withdrawn  and  privateering  would  be 
knocked  in  the  head.  And  such  we  see  to  be  the  fact.  If  a  just  rule 
of  neutrality  had  been  adopted,  one  which  would  have  enabled  us 
equally  with  the  enemy  to  send  in  our  prizes  for  adjudication,  the  seas 
would  be  swarming  to-day  with  our  privateers.  With  regard  to  our 
men-of-war,  they  know  that  we  can  not  have  access  to-our  own  dock¬ 
yards  for  repairs  and  supplies  whilst  these  resources  are  open  to  the 
enemy,  and  yet  they  put  stringent  rules  shutting  us  out  from  their 
ports,  hypercritically  pretending  that  the  rules  are  neutral  because 
they  apply  in  terms  to  both  parties.  The  fact  is,  we  have  got  to  fight 
this  war  out  by  ourselves,  unaided,  and  that,  too,  in  our  own  terms. 
We  can  beat  the  enemy  and  maintain  our  independence,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  recollect  the  attitude  of  Europe  when  we  come  to  arrange 
treaties  of  commerce  with  them;  that  we  shall  regard  them  as  they 
have  regarded  us,  as  strangers,  and  that  all  our  dealings  with  them 
will  be  predicated  upon  our  interests  and  not  upon  our  friendships. 

Excuse  me  from  wandering  a  little  from  the  record,  as  you  lawyers 
term  it,  but  I  have  been  led  into  this  train  of  remark  by  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  condition  to  which  my  ship  lias  been  reduced  by  the 
unfriendliness  of  the  European  powers.  Under  the  merest  shadow  of 
justice  I  should  have  been  permitted  to  repair  in  Cadiz. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States,  London. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 
C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  acknowledging  letter  of  advice. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  11,  1S62. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receiveyour  letter  of  theGthinstaut,  advis¬ 
ing  me  to  remain  in  statu  quo ,  with  my  ship,  preserving  my  sectes  [sic] 
of  her  disability,  and  occupying  the  attention  of  the  enemy’s  cruisers. 
I  will  do  this,  though  the  prospect  of  inactivity  for  some  months  is  by 
no  means  a  pleasant  one.  There  are  at  the  present  moment  three  of 
the  enemy’s  ships  in  these  waters,  viz,  the  steamers  Kearsarge  and 
Tuscarora ,  and  the  sailing  sloop  of  war  Ino.  Two  other  steamers  are 
reported  to  be  cruising  between  this  and  Cadiz.  We  are  thus  occupy¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  the  extent  of  many  times  our  own 
force.  May  I  ask  of  you  the  favor,  in  the  meantime,  to  send  me  an 
occasional  newspaper  from  home  and  to  drop  me  a  line  should  any 
thing  of  importance  occur?  As,  possibly,  my  absence  from  my  ship 
might  occasion  criticism  and  conjecture,  I  think  it  best  not  to  visit 
London  for  the  present. 

With  many  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation, 

[E.  Semmes, 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. ] 

Commissioner  Confederate  States. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States,  regarding  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Messrs.  Myers  and  Tunstall 
at  Tangier. 

C.  S.  Commission,  London ,  March  18,  1862. 

Sir  :  Delay  in  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Pacific  enables  me  to 
send  a  further  dispatch.  I  transmit  with  this  reports  from  Captain 
Semmes  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
They  were  sent  to  me  open  for  perusal  and  contain  ( inter  alia )  details 
of  the  late  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Paymaster  Myers  of  that  ship, 
and  of  Mr.  Tunstall,  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States,  who  was  with 
him,  by  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Tangier,  with  the  aid  of  the  Moorish 
authorities,  and  of  the  final  delivery  of  these  gentlemen  as  prisoners 
on  board  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Ino.  I  had  all  the  papers  relating  to 
this  arrest  copied  and  sent  them  to  Earl  Eussell,  with  a  note  stating 
that  I  did  so  after  observing  that  this  transaction  had  been  made  a 
subject  of  enquiry  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In  my  note  to  Earl 
Eussell  I  did  not  ask  for  any  action  of  or  intervention  by  this  Govern¬ 
ment. 

I  enclose  also  with  this  a  slip  from  the  London  Herald  of  this  morn¬ 
ing,  containing  a  like  enquiry,  by  a  question  put  last  night  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  Mr.  Layard,  one  of  the  under  secretaries,  with 
his  answer.  The  subject  was  dropped  after  the  answer  of  Mr.  Layard, 
who,  as  will  be  observed,  did  not  respond  to  the  query  in  the  closing 
paragraph  of  the  question. 

In  a  late  note  to  Me.  Slidell  I  suggested  that  these  gentlemen,  being 
passengers  on  board  a  French  packet  steamer  and  having  landed  only 
for  a  walk  on  shore  (animo  revertendi),  whilst  the  ship  remained  at 
Tangier,  might  be  considered  as  remaining  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  flag,  and  thus  the  Emperor  be  disposed  to  take  up  the  quarrel. 
A  letter  from  him  which  crossed  mine  en  route  showed  that  he  had 
anticipated  the  view  I  suggested,  but  did  not  say  whether  he  would 
present  it  to  Mr.  Thouvenel.  It  is  certainly  a  gross  outrage  ou  the 
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feebleness  of  the  Moorish  Government,  and  although  neither  England 
nor  France  may  interfere,  yet  it  brings  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States  under  the  grave  condemnation  of  all  Europe. 

I  should  have  stated  above  that  soon  after  the  occurrence  was  known 
here  a  question  was  put  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  under  secretary  of  state,  enquiring  whether  the  Government  had 
any  information  concerning  it,  when  the  reply  briefly  was  that  the 
Government  had  been  informed  by  telegraph,  but  accompanied  by  a 
statement  that  the  prisoners  had  been  subsequently  released. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 


Hon.  Secretary  of  State 

of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


Letter  from  Commander  Senimes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  John  Slidell, 

C.  S.  commissioner  at  Paris,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  arrest  of  Paymaster  Myers,  C.  S. 

Navy,  and  Mr.  Tunstall. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  19, 1862. 

Sir:  Ihavehad  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the8tli  instantinform¬ 
ing  me  that  you  had  referred  the  subject  of  tbe  capture  of  Paymaster 
Myers  and  Mr.  Tunstall  to  Mr.  Thouvenel,  the  French  minister  for  for¬ 
eign  affairs,  but  that  the  impression  prevailed  in  Paris  that  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  had  been  liberated.  With  regard  to  the  latter  fact  you  have,  of 
course,  been  undeceived  before  this. 

The  enemy’s  sloop  of  war  Ino  came  into  the  Spanish  portion  of  this 
bay  (Algeciras)  with  the  prisoners  on  board  on  the  28th  of  February 
and  sailed  again  on  the  next  day.  On  the  6th  of  March  she  appeared 
off'  Cadiz,  and  after  having  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  consul  at  that 
port,  transferred  the  prisoners  (6  miles  outside  of  the  Cadiz  light)  to 
the  U.  S.  merchant  ship  Harvest  Home ,  bound  for  Boston,  so  that  prob¬ 
ably  by  the  time  this  reaches  you  the  gentlemen  will  be  in  Fort  War¬ 
ren.  The  French  consul-general  at  Tangier  must  have  kept  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  badly  informed  on  the  subject,  since  the  latter  supposed  as 
late  as  the  8th  instant  that  the  prisoners  had  been  liberated.  I  trust 
that  you  will  be  able  to  make  something  out  of  the  case.  It  is  one 
in  which  all  the  Christian  powers,  it  seems  to  me,  are  interested.  If 
this  precedent  is  to  stand,  a  French  or  an  English  subject  may  be  seized 
to-morrow  upon  the  simple  requisition  of  a  consul  and  handed  over  to 
his  enemy.  And  then,  as  I  remarked  to  you  in  my  first  letter,  is  not 
the  honor  of  the  French  flag  involved?  It  is  admitted  that  as  between 
civilized  States  this  question  of  the  flag  would  not  arise — the  parties 
having  disembarked,  though  only  for  a  time — but  a  different  set  of 
rules  has  been  applied  in  the  dealings  of  Christian  powers  with  the  non- 
Christian  or  noncivilized  powers,  as  is  shown  by  this  very  arrest  under 
a  claim  of  jurisdiction  by  a  consul. 

A  Frenchman  in  Morocco  is,  by  treaty,  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  consular  flag.  If  he  commits  an  offense  he  is  tried  and  pun¬ 
ished  by  his  consul,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  he  is  literally  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Morocco.  And  these  concessions  have  been  demanded 
by  the  Christian  nations  for  the  security  of  their  subjects.  Should  a 
French  citizen,  visiting  Morocco,  having  landed  only  in  itinere ,  be  the 
less  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  flag  because  his  flag  flies  from  fhe 
masthead  of  his  ship  instead  of  from  the  consular  residence,  supposing 
the  consul  to  be  temporarily  absent?  And  if  a  Frenchman  would  be 
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protected  under  these  circumstances,  our  citizens  embarked  under  the 
French  flag  are  entitled  to  similar  protection. 

But  what  appears  to  me  most  extraordinary  in  this  case  is  the  apathy, 
or  rather  the  fear  of  their  own  governments,  manifested  by  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Christian  powers  present.  A  friend  ot  mine,  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  an  English  frigate  here,  visited  Tangier  soon  after  the  occur¬ 
rence,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  Moorish  authorities  were  sorely 
perplexed  during  the  pendency  of  the  affair,  and  that  they  implored 
advice  from  the  Christians  present,  but  that  no  one  diplomatic  or  consu¬ 
lar  officer  would  volunteer  a  word.  As  you  have  already  been  informed, 
Mr.  Drummond-Hay,  the  British  charge,  to  whom  I  made  a  special 
appeal,  not  only  preserved  a  dignified  reticence,  but  took  pains  to  inform 
the  Government  that  he  did  not  mean  to  give  them  any  advice.  To  add 
to  the  embarrassment  of  the  ignorant  Moors,  the  truculent  Yankee  consul 
threatened  to  haul  down  his  flag  and  leave  the  country  if  his  demand 
was  not  complied  with.  And  to  give  force  to  this  threat,  the  Ino ,  which 
had  come  to  receive  the  prisoners,  landed  forty  of  her  crew,  well  armed. 
My  informant  further  states  that  the  Moors  are  in  great  trouble  at  what 
they  have  done,  and  would  give  anything  to  undo  it,  if  it  were  possible. 

1  have  read  the  accounts  of  our  recent  defeats  in  the  West  with  much 
anxiety,  not  of  course  as  to  the  ultimate  results,  but  I  fear  the  successes 
of  the  enemy  will  encourage  him  to  prolong  the  war,  notwithstanding 
the  Sumter  has  “carried  the  war  into  Africa.” 

Do  you  see  no  gleam  of  daylight  in  Paris?  for  I  am  convinced  the 
light  must  come  from  that  quarter.  The  English  people,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  Trent  affair,  have  been  so  thoroughly  bullied  by  the  Yankees 
that  it  is  not  to  be  hoped  they  will  regain  their  courage  during  the  war. 
Lord  Russell’s  conduct  reminds  me  of  that  of  a  cowardly  fellow,  who, 
under  pressure,  has  sent  a  challenge  which  he  secretly  hopes  will  not 
be  accepted,  and  having  gotten  well  out  of  the  scrape  is  profuse  of  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  late  adversary.  I  think  England,  however,  will  timidly  fol¬ 
low  the  lead  of  Louis  Napoleon  if  he  will  take  the  initiative.  And  if 
England  and  France  will  act  in  concert,  they  need  not  either  of  them 
fear  a  war  with  the  Yankees.  They  will  come  down  as  tamely  as  they 
did  in  the  Trent  affair. 

Do  me  the  honor  to  present  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Slidell  and  the  young 
ladies. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes.] 

Hon.  John  Slidell, 

Commissioner ,  etc.,  Paris. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 

Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  relative  to  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  Paymaster 

Myers,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  Mr.  Tunstall. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  19 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant 
informing  ine  that  as  late  as  the  7th  of  March  the  English  Government 
was  under  the  impression  that  Paymaster  Myers  and  Mr.  Tunstall  had 
been  released  from  imprisonment  and  requesting  me  to  telegraph  you 
if  the  contrary  should  be  the  fact. 

The  lack  of  information  of  the  under  secretary  of  state  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  as  no  one  has  supposed  here  from  the  beginning  that 
these  gentlemen  had  been  liberated.  On  the  contrary,  the  sloop  of  war 
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Two,  of  the  enemy,  came  into  this  bay  (Spanish  side)  on  the  28th  of  Feb 
rnary  with  the  prisoners  on  board  and  sailed  with  them  on  board  the 
next  day.  On  the  6th  instant,  having  communicated  with  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Cadiz,  the  Two  (lying  6  miles  outside  of  Cadiz  light)  trans¬ 
ferred  the  prisoners  to  an  IT.  S.  merchant  ship  called  the  Harvest  Home, 
bound  for  Boston.  As  you  will  perceive  from  the  narration  of  these 
facts,  it  was  unnecessary  for  me  to  telegraph  you,  as  the  prisoners, 
though  they  had  not  been  released,  had  been  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  British  Government,  even  if  you  could  have  induced  that  Govern¬ 
ment  to  interfere,  which  I  very  much  doubt.  You  have  of  course 
been  informed  through  the  press  that  the  Moorish  Government  was 
anxious  to  liberate  the  prisoners,  but  that  they  were  bullied  into  acqui¬ 
escence  by  the  truculent  consul  (backed  by  the  presence  of  a  war  ship, 
which  landed  forty  armed  men  on  the  occasion),  who  declared  that  he 
would  haul  down  his  flag  and  quit  the  country  if  his  demand  was  not 
complied  with.  A  friend  of  mine,  in  command  of  an  English  frigate 
here,  visited  Tangier  in  his  ship  soon  after  the  occurrence,  and  he 
informs  me  that  the  Moorish  Government  was  sorely  perplexed  during 
the  pendency  of  the  affair  and  appealed  in  vain  for  advice  to  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Christian  powers  present,  and  that  it  now  regrets 
beyond  measure  the  course  it  was  induced  to  pursue  and  would  give 
anything  to  be  able  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  more  1  reflect  upon  this 
matter  the  more  extraordinary  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  appealed 
to  by  the  Moorish  Government  appears  to  me.  They  seem  to  have 
been  paralyzed  by  the  fear  of  offending  their  respective  governments, 
instead  of  acting  like  men  of  sense  and  interposing  to  prevent  so  gross 
an  outrage  against  the  laws  of  nations  and  a  Christian  State.  This 
may  all  be  very  good  diplomacy,  but  it  strikes  me  as  a  great  want  of 
common  sense.  A  word  of  advice,  given  unofficially  even,  would  have 
been  an  act  of  kindness  to  the  ignorant  Moors  in  keeping  them  out  of 
a  scrape,  as  well  as  to  ourselves.  As  the  case  now  stands,  we  shall  be 
obliged,  as  soon  as  we  have  gotten  rid  of  the  Yankee  war,  to  settle 
accounts  with  his  Majesty  of  Morocco. 

Besides  the  three  slops  of  the  enemy  reported  to  you  in  my  last  let¬ 
ter,  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis ,  of  twenty  guns,  has  arrived  at  Cadiz, 
some  twelve  hours  distant  from  this  place. 

1  have  read  the  accounts  of  our  recent  defeats  in  the  West  with  much 
anxiety,  not  of  course  as  to  Anal  results,  but  as  to  the  effect  which 
they  will  probably  have  in  prolonging  the  war.  I  trust  you  will  facili¬ 
tate  the  transmission  of  my  dispatches  (both  original  and  duplicate  and 
by  different  conveyances)  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  communi¬ 
cate  to  me  the  earliest  intelligence  from  him,  as  both  my  officers  and 
myself  feel  that  we  could  probably  be  more  usefully  employed  at  home. 
Still  I  can  not  move  without  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  etc., 

B.  Semmes. 

Hon.  Jas.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States ,  London. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States,  regarding  suggestions  given  to  Captain  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 

London,  March  20 ,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  closing  my  dispatch  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  Captain  Semmes,  of  the  Sumter ,  dated  at  Gibraltar  on  the 
14th  instant,  in  reply  to  one  from  me  on  the  6th. 
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Captain  Sernmes,  in  his  report  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which 
goes  with  this  dispatch,  states  that  on  a  further  survey  of  his  ship, 
after  getting  up  steam  for  the  purpose  only  of  changing  his  berth,  he 
found  the  boilers  so  worn  or  burned  out  as  to  render  them  unlit  for 
further  use,  and  rendering  it  unsafe  to  rely  on  them  even  for  the  short 
voyage  contemplated  to  a  near  European  port  for  repairs  which  he 
could  not  make  at  Gibraltar. 

In  this  state  of  things  he  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  by  letter  to  me,  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  either  to  sell 
the  ship  for  what  she  would  bring  or  to  lay  her  up  where  she  was  in 
charge  of  a  midshipman  and  boat’s  crew,  to  the  end  of  the  war.  And 
in  the  uncertainty  of  being  able  to  hear  from  the  Secretary  he  asked 
my  advice  in  the  dilemma.  At  that  time  he  was  watched  only  by  the 
enemy’s  steamer  Tuscarora ,  which  was  lying  at  Algeciras,  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side  of  the  bay.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  his  ship  was  disabled  for 
further  service  afloat,  and  that  as  long  as  she  remained  in  port  one  or 
more  of  the  enemy’s  ships  would  be  engaged  in  looking  after  her,  I 
considered  that  the  most  useful  service  he  could  render,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  to  keep  his  own  counsel  and  lie  where  he  was  as 
though  the  presence  of  the  enemy  alone  prevented  his  getting  to  sea, 
thus  depriving  the  enemy  for  the  time  of  the  services  of  the  ships  on 
watch.  The  letter  of  Captain  Sernmes  above  referred  to,  of  the  14th, 
tells  me  that  he  has  determined  to  follow  my  suggestion,  and  also  that 
three  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  then  in  the  bay  watching  his  move¬ 
ments,  to  wit,  the  steamers  Tuscarora  and  Kearsarge  and  the  Ino , 
sloop  of  war;  and  that  two  other  steamers  were  reported  cruising  for 
him  between  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar.  I  think,  therefore,  that  with  a  dis¬ 
abled  ship  he  is  doing  good  service. 

I  have,  etc., 

J.  M.  Mason. 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Commander  Sernmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  P.  A.  Rost, 
C.  S.  commissioner  at  Madrid,  regarding  a  breach  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish 
Government. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  27 ,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Spain  has  been  guilty  of  a  palpable  violation  of  neutrality 
in  the  course  it  has  thought  proper  to  pursue  in  relation  to  this  ship 
under  my  command,  and  several  ships  of  the  enemy;  for  whilst  this 
ship  was  expelled  from  the  port  of  Cadiz  in  January  last  under  a  pre¬ 
tended  enforcement  of  the  Spanish  proclamation  of  neutrality,  the  ships 
of  war,  the  Tuscarora  and  Kearsarge ,  of  the  enemy  have  been  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  port  of  Algeciras  for  the  last  six  weeks  without  moles¬ 
tation. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  letters,  marked  A*  and  B*,  the  originals  of 
which  were  received  by  me  from  the  civil  governor  of  Cadiz  when  I  was 
in  that  port,  will  verify  the  fact  that  my  expulsion,  and  the  shelter  given 
in  Algeciras  to  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  is  so  patent  that  it  will  not  be 
denied.  The  first  of  these  letters,  marked  A,  informed  me  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Spanish  rule  of  neutrality  I  could  not  remain  in  the  waters  of 
Cadiz  longer  than  twenty-four  hours  except  for  necessary  repairs;  and 
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the  second,  marked  B,  informed  me  that  my  ship  having  been  repaired 
I  must  depart  immediately.  I  subsequently  received  a  verbal  message 
from  the  commandant  of  the  plaza  commanding  me  to  depart  within 
six  hours.  As  I  had  not  then  received  funds  for  which  I  was  waiting 
with  which  to  purchase  coal  and  provisions,  and  supposing  that  the 
local  authorities  might  be  acting  without  the  authority  of  the  central 
government,  I  desired  that  this  question  of  my  departure  might  be 
referred  to  the  government  of  Madrid.  This  was  done  by  telegraph 
and  the  commandant  of  the  plaza  sent  an  officer  to  inform  me  a  few 
hours  afterwards  that  the  Madrid  government  had  graciously  decided 
to  permit  me  to  remain  forty-eight  hours  longer,  but  that  I  must  posi¬ 
tively  depart  at  the  end  of  that  time.  As  so  short  a  respite  could  be 
of  no  use  to  me  I  got  underway  immediately  with  the  few  tons  of  coal 
that  still  remained  on  board  and  steamed  round  to  this  place.  I  sub¬ 
mit  these  facts  to  you  that  you  may  demand  an  explanation  of  them  of 
the  Spanish  Government  should  you  deem  it  necessary.  The  question 
to  be  asked  of  the  Spanish  Government  is  plainly  this:  “  On  what  prin¬ 
ciple  of  neutrality  is  it  that  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  was  expelled  from  Cadiz 
in  January  last  without  being  permitted  even  to  await  the  arrival  of 
funds  which  she  was  daily  expecting,  whilst  the  U.  S.  steamers  Tusca- 
rora  and  Kear surge  have  been  permitted  to  remain  in  Algeciras  for  six 
weeks  in  observation  of  the  Sumter ,  and  are  still  permitted  to  remain 
there  ?  ” 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.) 

Hon.  P.  A.  Rost, 

Commissioner ,  etc.,  Madrid. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 
C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  requesting  authority  to  lay  up  that  vessel  and  proceed  to  the 
Confederate  States. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  30,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  note  a  day  or  two  ago  request¬ 
ing  you  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving  me  an  order  to  lay  the 
Sumter  up,  that  my  officers  and  myself  may  return  to  the  Confederate 
States  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  the  war.  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter*  addressed  to  me  by  the  wardroom  officers  of  this  ship  on  the 
same  subject,  from  which  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  between  us  as  to  the  policy  and  propriety  of  the  step  indicated. 
Each  succeeding  mail  is  bringing  us  intelligence  that  the  enemy  is 
pressing  us  on  all  sides,  and  it  would  seem  that  we  shall  have  occasion 
for  every  arm  and  all  our  energies  and  resources  to  defend  ourselves. 
The  most  that  we  could  hope  to  accomplish  by  remaining  where  we  are 
would  be,  perhaps,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  an  additional  steamer  of 
the  enemy.  One  steamer  will  always  remain  to  watch  the  ship,  in  what¬ 
ever  condition  she  may  be,  and  probably  no  more  than  two  would  con¬ 
tinue  the  blockade  if  the  officers  remained  by  her.  The  enemy  having 
some  three  hundred  armed  ships  afloat,  one  ship  would  seem  to  make 
no  appreciable  difference  in  his  offensive  force.  I  would  not  press  this 
matter  upon  you  so  earnestly  if  there  was  any  certainty  of  my  hearing 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  ifavy  in  any  reasonable  time,  but  my  dis- 
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patches  are  liable  to  capture,  as  are  his  dispatches  to  me,  and  many 
months  may  therefore  elapse  before  I  can  receive  his  orders.  1  can 
readily  understand  how,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  you  might  hes¬ 
itate  about  giving  me  this  order,  but  there  are  frequent  occasions  in 
which  responsibility  must  be  assumed,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
this  is  one  of  them. 

To  lay  the  Sumter  up  without  an  order  from  the  Navy  Department 
involves  responsibility,  either  in  you  or  in  me;  and,  as  1  stated  to  you 
in  my  last  note,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  responsibility  may  be  assumed 
by  you  with  more  propriety  than  by  myself,  as  you  are  a  high  function¬ 
ary  of  the  Government,  while  I  am  a  mere  subordinate  of  a  department. 
The  question  of  expense,  too,  is  to  be  considered;  the  expenses  of  the 
ship,  with  the  utmost  economy,  being,  in  round  numbers,  $1,000  per 
month.  Should  you  decide  upon  giving  me  the  order,  do  me  the  favor  to 
telegraph  me  as  follows,  viz :  u  Your  request  is  granted ;  act  accordingly.” 
Address  me  also  by  mail,  as  it  will  take  some  days  to  wind  up  affairs, 
and  I  shall  have  ample  time  to  receive  your  letter  before  leaving  for 
London. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

R.  Semmes. 

Hon.  Jas.  [M.j  Mason, 

Commissioner ,  etc.,  London. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty’s  colonial  secretary  at  Gibraltar,  denying  statement  regarding  coal. 


C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  March  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  this  day’s  date 
stating  that  the  governor  had  been  officially  informed  that  coal  had 
been  supplied  to  the  Sumter  at  nighttime,  and  especially  from  10  to  3 
o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant.  In  reply  to  this  I  have  to  state 
that  some  one  has  imposed  upon  the  credulity  of  his  Excellency,  there 
not  being  a  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  statement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Captain  S.  Freeling, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


[R.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy.} 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Her  Britannic 
Majesty’s  colonial  secretary  at  Gibraltar,  denying  the  statement  regarding  tho  reception  of 
coal  by  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar,  April  11,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  date,  trans¬ 
mitting  to  me  on  behalf  ot  his  Excellency  the  governor  a  copy  of  the 
deposition  made  by  George  A.  Whipple,  a  deserter  from  this  ship,  cor¬ 
roborating  the  statement  heretofore  made  to  his  Excellency  of  the 
Sumter's  having  received  coal  on  board  in  this  port. 

I  pray  you  to  present  my  thanks  to  his  Excellency  for  the  trouble  he 
hcis  taken  in  this  matter,  and  tor  his  polite  attention  in  transmitting' 
me  a  copy  of  the  deposition  aforesaid.  In  relation  to  said  deposition 
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I  have  to  remark  that  it  is  a  sheer  fabrication  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  I  am  mortified  to  find  that  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  Northern  States 
of  the  late  United  States  has  been  capable  of  perjuring  himself  so  sol¬ 
emnly  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander,  C.  8.  Navy.] 

Captain  S.  Freeling-, 

Colonial  Secretary  at  Gibraltar. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  his  intention  to 
leave  that  vessel  at  Gibraltar  and  proceed  to  London. 

C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  April  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  my  dispatch  of  the  date  of  24th  February  last  (No.  4),  I  had 
the  honor  to  report  to  yon  the  disabled  condition  of  this  ship,  and  to 
recommend  that  she  be  laid  up  in  this  port  in  charge  of  a  midshipman 
and  boat’s  crew  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Subsequently  to  the  date 
of  that  dispatch  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  our  com¬ 
missioner  in  London,  requesting  him  to  anticipate  the  action  of  the 
Department  and  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving  me  an  order  to 
lay  the  ship  up.  Mr.  Mason  did  this  by  telegram  to  me  of  the  7th 
instant.  My  reasons  for  making  this  request  of  Mr.  Mason  were  as  fol¬ 
lows,  to  wit: 

First.  The  boilers  of  the  ship  had  been  condemned  by  a  survey,  and 
the  hull  of  the  ship  reported  unseaworthy  without  extensive  repairs; 

Second.  The  impossibility  of  renewing  the  boilers  or  repairing  the 
ship  in  this  port; 

Third.  The  great  uncertainty,  not  to  say  impossibility,  of  taking  the 
ship  to  any  other  port  where  the  requisite  repairs  could  be  made,  she 
being  blockaded  by  two  of  the  enemy’s  steamers,  each  of  superior  force; 

Fourth.  The  great  length  of  time  which  must  necessarily  elapse 
before  the  Department  could  be  heard  from  in  consequence  of  the 
blockade  of  our  coast; 

Fifth.  The  expense  of  keeping  a  disabled  ship  in  commission ;  and, 

Sixth.  A  desire  to  release  my  officers  from  a  useless  inactivity  in 
order  that  they  might  return  home  and  take  a  more  active  part  in  the 
war. 

In  opposition  to  these  reasons  there  was  but  one  point  which  pre¬ 
sented  itself.  I  was  now  occupying  the  attention  of  two  of  the  enemy’s 
steamers,  and  one  of  these  might  be  withdrawn  if  I  laid  the  ship  up. 
I  deemed  this  of  small  moment,  however,  and  immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  Mr.  Mason’s  order  I  set  about  making  the  necessary  disposi¬ 
tions  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  have  discharged  and 
paid  off  in  full  all  the  crew  (numbering  50),  except  10;  that  I  have 
placed  Midshipman  R.  F.  Armstrong,  assisted  by  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  J.  T.  Hester,  in  charge  of  the  ship,  ivith  provisions  and  funds  for 
ten  or  twelve  months,  and  that  I  have  directed  all  the  other  officers  to 
return  to  the  Confederate  States  and  report  themselves  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  I  will  myself  proceed  to  London,  and  after  conferring  with  Mr. 
Mason  make  the  best  of  my  way  home.  I  trust  the  Department  will 
see  in  what  I  have  done  an  anxious  desire  to  advance  the  best  interests. 
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of  our  country,  and  tliat  it  will  justify  the  responsibility  which,  in  the 
best  exercise  of  my  judgment,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  assume  in  the  diffi¬ 
cult  circumstances  by  which  I  was  surrounded  and  embarrassed. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  order  to  Midshipman  It.  F.  Armstrong  and 
a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  left  on  board  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Nam 


[Euclosure.] 

0.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

.  Bay  of  Gibraltar ,  April  13 , 1862. 
Sir:  Having  received  an  order  from  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  Confederate  States  in  London,  to  lay  the  Sumter  up  in 
Gibraltar  in  consequence  of  her  disabled  condition,  I  hereby  place  you 
in  charge  of  said  ship,  with  Master’s  Mate  J.  T.  Hester  and  nine  sea¬ 
men  under  your  command.  The  paymaster  will  turn  over  to  you  the 
clothing  and  provisions  of  the  ship  and  will  also  deliver  you  a  sum  of 
money  to  defray  your  current  necessary  expenses.  You  will  be  charged 
with  all  these  articles  at  the  Navy  Department,  and  you  must  keep  a 
regular  set  of  accounts  to  show  how  you  shall  have  expended  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof.  You  will  remain  by  the  ship,  taking  good  care  of 
her  and  of  the  property  on  board  until  you  shall  receive  further  orders 
from  the  Government,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  do  no  act  to  infringe 
the  neutrality  of  the  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

[R.  Semmes, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 
Midshipman  R.  F.  Armstrong,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  late  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  to  Hon.  J.  M. 
Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  recommending  certain  officers  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter 
for  duty  under  Captain  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy. 


London,  April  28 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  persons,  late 
of  the  0.  S.  S.  Sumter ,  are  in  this  city  and  in  Liverpool,  and  as  I  under¬ 
stand  that  Commander  Bulloch  is  fitting  out  a  ship  at  the  latter  place, 
I  would  recommend  that  some  of  these  officers  be  ordered  to  report  to 
him,  say  as  follows: 

First  Assistant  Engineer  Freeman,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  O’Brieu, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Cummings,  Boatswain  McCaskey,  Sailinaker 
Beaufort,  Gunner  Cuddy,  Midshipman  Wilson. 

The  marine,  Thompson,  I  would  recommend  to  be  sent  to  the  Con¬ 
federate  States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


R.  Semmes. 


Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  Confederate  States. 


P.  S. — Carpenter  Robinson  might  also  be  ordered  to  report  to  Cap¬ 
tain  B. 
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Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  late  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  of  the  abandonment  of  that 
vessel  at  Gibraltar  and  his  arrival  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  June  15  to  20 , 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  on 
the  8th  instant,  in  twenty  days,  from  London.  I  found  here  Lieuten¬ 
ants  Maffitt  and  Sinclair  and  received  from  the  former  your  letter  of 
May  29,  enclosing  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  to  me  of  May  2.  As  you 
might  conclude  from  the  fact  of  my  being  here,  the  original  of  the 
latter  communicaticm  had  not  reached  me,  nor,  indeed,  had  any  com¬ 
munication  whatever  from  the  Department.  As  you  anticipated,  it 
became  necessary  for  me  to  abandon  the  Sumter ,  in  consequence  of  my 
being  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy  in  a  place  where  it  was  impossible  to 
put  the  necessary  repairs  upon  her  to  enable  her  to  take  the  sea. 

For  some  days  after  my  arrival  at  Gibraltar  I  had  hopes  of  being 
able  to  reach  another  English  or  a  French  port,  where  I  might  find  the 
requisite  facilities  for  repair,  and  I  patched  my  boilers  and  otherwise 
prepared  my  ship  for  departure.  In  consequence  of  a  combination  of 
the  coal  merchants  against  me,  however,  I  was  prevented  from  coaling; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  the  enemy’s  steamers  Tuscarora  and  Kearsarger 
and  the  sailing  sloop  Ino  arrived  and  blockaded  me.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  arrival  of  these  vessels,  I  should  have  made  an  effort  to  get  to  sea 
but  for  the  timely  discovery  of  further  defects  in  my  boilers,  which 
took  place  under  the  following  circumstances:  An  English  steamer 
having  arrived  from  Liverpool  with  an  extra  quantity  of  coal  on  board 
offered  to  supply  me.  I  got  steam  up  to  go  alongside  of  her  for 
the  purpose,  when,  with  a  very  low  pressure,  my  boilers  gave  way  in 
so  serious  a  manner  as  to  extinguish  the  fires  in  one  of  the  furnaces. 
I  was  obliged  of  course  to  “blow  off,”  and  upon  a  reexamination  of  the 
boilers  by  a  board  of  survey  it  was  ascertained  that  they  had  been 
destroyed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  them  entirely  untrustworthy. 
It  was  found,  indeed,  to  be  necessary  either  to  supply  the  ship  with 
new  boilers  or  to  lift  the  old  ones  out  of  her  and  renew  entirely  the 
arches  and  other  important  parts  of  them,  which  could  only  be  done  in 
a  machine  shop  and  with  facilities  not  to  be  found  at  Gibraltar. 

In  this  state  of  things  it  became  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  either 
to  lay  the  ship  up  or  to  sell  her.  Of  course,  the  remaining  by  her  of 
myself,  my  officers,  and  crew,  in  her  disabled  and  useless  condition, 
was  not  to  be  thought  of.  Still,  I  felt  that  the  responsibility  was  a 
grave  one,  and  deeming  it  more  respectful  to  the  Department  that  it 
should  be  assumed  by  some  one  higher  in  authority  than  myself,  I 
reported  the  facts  to  the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  our  commissioner  in 
London,  and  requested  him  to  assume  the  power.  This  he  did  very 
promptly,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  I  discharged  and  paid  off  in. 
full  all  the  crew  except  ten  men,  and  detached  all  the  officers  except 
Midshipman  Armstrong  and  a  master’s  mate.  J  placed  Mr.  Armstrong 
in  charge  of  the  ship,  supplied  him  with  money  and  provisions  suffi¬ 
cient  for  himself  and  his  diminished  crew  for  ten  months,  and  departed 
myself  for  London,  whither  most  of  the  officers  also  repaired  on  their 
way  to  the  Confederate  States.  Upon  my  arrival  in  London  I  found 
that  the  Oreto  ( Florida )  had  been  dispatched  some  weeks  before  to  this 
place;  and  Commander  Bulloch  having  informed  me  that  lie  had  your 
orders  to  command  the  second  ship  he  was  building  himself  I  had  no 
alternative  but  to  return  to  the  Confederate  States  for  orders.  It  is 
due  to  Commander  Bulloch  to  say,  however,  that  he  offered  to  place 
himself  entirely  under  my  orders,  and  even  to  relinquish  to  me  the 
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command  of  the  ship  he  was  building;  but  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
interfere  with  your  orders. 

Whilst  in  Loudon  I  ascertained  that  a  number  of  steamers  were  being 
prepared  to  run  the  blockade  with  arms,  etc.,  and  instead  of  dispatch¬ 
ing  my  officers  at  once  for  the  Confederate  States,  I  left  them  to  take 
-charge  of  these  ships,  as  they  should  be  gotten  ready,  and  run  them 
in,  deeming  this  the  best  service  they  could  render  the  Government 
under  the  circumstances.  I  came  hither  myself  (accompanied  by  my 
first  lieutenant  and  surgeon),  a  passenger  in  the  British  steamer  Melita , 
laden  with  arms,  etc.,  with  the  same  intention,  ht  is  fortunate  that  1 
made  this  arrangement,  as  many  of  my  officers  still  remain  in  London, 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  detain  them  there,  to  take  them  with  me  in  the 
execution  of  your  order  of  the  2d  of  May,  assigning  me  to  the  command 
-of  the  Alabama.  In  obedience  to  this  order  1  shall  return  by  the  first 
conveyance  to  England,  when  the  joint  energies  of  Commander  Bulloch 
and  myself  will  be  directed  to  the  preparation  of  this  ship  for  sea.  I 
will  take  Avith  me  Lieutenant  Kell,  Surgeon  Galt,  and  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  Howell,  Mr.  Howell  and  Lieutenant  Stribling  having  reached 
this  port  a  few  days  before  me,  in  the  British  steamer  Bahama ,  from 
Hamburg,  laden  with  arms,  etc.,  for  the  Confederacy.  At  the  earnest 
entreaty  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Maffitt,  I  have  consented  to  per¬ 
mit  Lieutenant  Stribling  to  remain  with  him  as  his  first  lieutenant,  on 
board  the  Florida.  The  Florida's  officers  not  yet  having  arrived,  Mr. 
Stribling’s  place  on  board  the  Alabama  will  be  filled  by  Midshipman 
Armstrong,  promoted. 

It  will  doubtless  be  a  matter  of  delicacy  and  management  to  get  the 
Alabama  safely  out  of  British  waters  without  suspicion,  as  Mr.  Adams 
the  Northern  envoy,  and  his  numerous  satellites  are  exceedingly  vigi¬ 
lant  in  their  espionage.  We  can  not,  of  course,  think  of  arming  herln 
a  British  port.  This  must  be  done  at  some  concerted  rendezvous,  to 
which  her  battery  and  the  most  of  her  crew  must  be  sent  in  a  mer¬ 
chant  vessel. 

The  Alabama  will  be  a  fine  ship,  quite  equal  to  encounter  any  of  the 
enemy’s  sloops  of  the  class  of  the  Bacotah ,  Iroquois ,  Tuscarora, etc. ;  and  I 
shall  feel  much  more  independent  in  her  upon  the  high  seas  than  I  did 
in  the  little  Sumter.  I  think  well  of  your  suggestion  of  the  East  Indies 
as  a  cruising  ground,  and  hope  to  be  in  the  track  of  the  enemy’s  com¬ 
merce  in  those  seas  as  early  as  October  or  November  next,  when  I  shall 
doubtless  be  able  to  make  other  rich  “burnt  offerings”  upon  the  altar 
of  our  country’s  liberties.  Lieutenant  Sinclair  having  informed  me 
that  you  said,  in  a  conversation  with  him,  that  I  might  dispose  of  the 
Sumter  either  by  laying  her  up  or  selling  her,  as  my  judgment  might 
approve,  I  will,  unless  I  receive  contrary  orders  from  you,  dispose  of 
her  by  sale  upon  my  arrival  in  Europe,  As  the  war  is  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  two  or  three  years  yet  it  woidd  be  a  useless  expense  to  keep  a 
vessel  so  comparativly  worthless  so  long  at  her  anchors.  I  will  cause 
to  be  sent  to  the  Alabama  her  chronometers,  charts,  etc.,  and  1  will 
transfer  to  that  vessel  her  remaining  officers  and  crew. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  this  new 
proof  of  your  confidence,  and  for  your  kind  intention  to  nominate  me 
as  one  of  the  “captains”  under  the  new  Navy  bill.  I  trust  I  shall  prove 
myseli  worthy  of  these  marks  of  your  approbation. 


Hon.  S.  [R.]  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


R.  Semites. 
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letter  from  M.  Myers,  esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate  States,  requesting  his 
intervention  in  the  case  of  Paymaster  Myers,  C.  S.  Navy,  a  prisoner  at  Port  Warren. 

Marietta,  [Ga.],  July  2, 1862. 

I  take  tlie  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  case  of  my  son, 
Major  Henry  Myers,  late  purser  of  the  Confederate  war  steamer  Sum¬ 
ter.  He  was  one  of  the  first  officers  who  resigned  from  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  and  tendered  his  services  to  his  native  State,  Georgia, 
even  before  she  had  seceded. 

At  the  organization  of  the  Confederate  Government  be  was  appointed 
to  the  same  office  he  had  before  held  under  the  United  States.  Some 
short  time  after  this  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  Sumter,  and  continued 
with  her  during  her  entire  cruise.  While  at  Cadiz  he  heard  of  the 
illness  of  a  friend  at  Tangier,  and  passed  over  to  see  him.  He  had 
landed  but  a  very  short  time  when  he  was  taken  with  an  armed  force 
by  order  of  the  U.  S.  consul,  who  had  him  put  in  irons  and  placed  on 
board  the  U.  S.  ship  Ino,  and  in  that  condition  sent  across  the  ocean 
to  Fort  Warren,  where  he  remains.  A  memorial  was  sent  by  British 
subjects  at  Tangier  to  their  Government,  representing  the  violation  of 
neutral  territory  under  protection  of  the  British  Government.  Mr. 
Bayard,  under  secretary  of  state,  presented  the  memorial  to  Parliament, 
observing  that  he  had  no  doubt  Mr.  Lincoln’s  sense  of  justice  and 
regard  for  the  laws  of  nations  would  order  Mr.  Myers  to  be  immediately 
released.  His  remarks  caused  action  on  the  memorial  to  be  postponed. 
The  Lincoln  Government  have  decided  that  my  son  is  not  a  prisoner 
of  war,  but  a  political  prisoner.  He  was  forcibly  taken  on  neutral  ter¬ 
ritory,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations.  He  was  put  in  irons  contrary  to 
the  usage  of  civilized  nations,  and  in  that  dishonoring  and  inhuman  condi¬ 
tion  sent  to  the  United  States.  The  U.  S.  consul  knew  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Morocco  was  too  weak  a  power  to  resent  so  cowardly  a 
violation  of  its  territorial  rights,  and  therefore  committed  this  outrage, 
of  which  but  few  like  examples  can  be  found  in  an  enlightened  and 
civilized  age. 

The  Confederate  Government  can  not  bring  the  case  of  Mr.  Myers 
within  the  rule  it  has  established  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  for 
there  is  no  prisoner  confined  under  similar  circumstances;  his  is  an 
isolated  case.  The  Government  of  Morocco,  if  it  demanded  his  release, 
would  have  its  demand  disregarded,  for  it  is  impotent  to  enforce  its 
demand.  I  therefore  trust  that  our  own  Government  will  take  into 
consideration  the  case  of  Mr.  Myers  and  all  the  attendant  circum¬ 
stances  and  effect  release  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  Myers. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  requested  permission  of  Colonel  Myers  to  make  this 
addition  to  his  letter,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  to  you  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  of  high  character  and  influence  in  Georgia,  and  to  express 
my  strong  conviction  that  the  case  to  which  he  invites  the  attention  of 
the  Confederate  Government  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  demands 
the  prompt,  vigorous,  and  earnest  attention  of  our  Government,  in 
which  opinion  I  am  sure  you  will  concur. 

Respectfully, 


M.  P.  Gentry. 
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I  fully  concur  in  tlie  statement  of  Hon.  M.  P.  Gentry.  I  have  been 
long  acquainted  with  Colonel  Myers,  and  know  him  as  a  gentleman  of 
great  purity  and  integrity  of  character  and  am  able  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  prompt  and  energetic  conduct  of  his  son  in  making  an  early 
tender  of  his  services  to  his  native  State  at  the  commencement  of  our 
present  struggle. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  E.  Brown. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 

Confederate  States,  reporting  the  murder  of  Acting  Midshipman  Andrews,  C.  S.  Navy,  on 

board  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  at  Gibraltar. 

C.  S.  Commission, 
London ,  October  30 ,  1862. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  the  Government  of  an 
occurrence  which  has  recently  happened  on  board  the  C.  S.  ship  Sumter, 
lying  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar. 

Captain  Semmes  and  his  officers  having  been  transferred  to  the  Ala¬ 
bama,  the  Sumter  was  left  in  charge  of  a  midshipman  and  boat’s  crew 
only,  a  guard  deemed  sufficient  by  Captain  Semmes.  On  the  14th  of 
this  month  I  received  a  letter  from  Sergeant  Stephenson  of  the  marines 
(one  of  those  left  in  charge  of  the  ship)  that  Acting  Midshipman 
Andrews  (in  command)  had  been  shot  and  killed  by  one  of  the  men 
named  Hester,  who  was  master’s  mate;  that  Hester  had  been  taken 
into  custody  by  the  civil  authorities  there,  and  asking  for  instructions. 
I  immediately  replied  by  telegraph  to  Sergeant  Stephenson,  directing 
him  to  take  charge  of  the  ship  and  the  public  property  on  board,  and 
that  an  officer  would  be  sent  at  once  to  relieve  him. 

Lieutenant  Chapman,  a  former  officer  of  the  Sumter,  was  then  in 
Paris  on  duty  assigned  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Havy.  In  the 
emergency  I  wrote  to  him  to  proceed  immediately  to  Gibraltar  and 
take  command  of  the  ship;  after  the  death  of  Midshipman  Andrews 
and  the  arrest  of  the  master’s  mate,  the  only  person  on  board  having 
the  semblance  of  authority  being  the  sergeant  of  marines.  Some  days 
after  I  received  a  letter  dated  on  board  the  Sumter  the  17th  of  October, 
signed  by  all  the  ship’s  crew  (only  nine  in  number),  including  the  ser¬ 
geant  of  marines,  denouncing  in  strong  terms  the  act  of  Hester  as  “a 
cool,  deliberate  murder,”. and  promising  that  everything  should  be  done 
by  those  on  board  to  “take  care  of  the  ship  until  further  orders.”  I 
subsequently  received  two  letters  from  a  Mr.  George  F.  Cornwell,  dated 
respectively  at  Gibraltar  the  17th  and  22d  of  October,  informing  me 
that  he  had  been  engaged  as  counsel  by  Hester,  and  stating  that  the 
latter  fully  avowed  the  act,  and  vindicated  it  on  the  ground  that — 

Midshipman  Andrews  had  expressed  his  determination  to  take  the  vessel  out  of 
this  port  (Gibraltar)  and  give  her  up  at  Algeciras  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Supply,  then  iu  the 
latter  port,  and  had  threatened  to  shoot  anyone  who  opposed  his  purpose.  Mr. 
Hester  not  being  (as  he  says)  able  to  rely  on  the  crew,  adopted  this  fatal  coarse,  and 
believes  that  he  has  only  done  his  duty. 

I  should  have  stated  above  that  in  the  letter  from  the  crew  of  the 
Sumter  no  particulars  of  the  affair  were  given  nor  anything  stated  as 
the  cause  ot  the  act,  except  as  in  the  following  paragraph,  quoted  from 
that  letter: 

.  As  regards  the  accusation  made  by  Mr.  Hester  against  Mr.  Andrews  being  a  traitor, 
it  is,  as  tar  as  we  all  know,  entirely  without  foundation,  for  he  was  one  that  was 
beloved  and  respected  by  all  that  knew  him,  more  especially  by  his  crew. 
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Lieutenant  Chapman  came  immediately  to  London  on  receipt  of  my 
letter  (as  the  shortest  route  to  Gibraltar)  and  sailed  for  that  port  in 
the  mail  packet  on  Monday  last,  the  27th  instant.  He  should  have 
arrived  there  yesterday. 

1  instructed  Lieutenant  Chapman  to  make  full  enquiry  into  the  affair 
and  its  circumstances  and  to  report  them  accordingly.  In  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Cornwell,  the  counsel,  he  reports  the  earnest  request  of  Hester 
that  I  would  provide  means  for  his  defense,  and  in  his  last  letter  alike 
earnest  request  that  I  would  take  measures  to  have  the  prisoner 
restored  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Confederate  States,  fearing  the  result 
of  a  trial  by  the  British  authorities.  He  further  requests  that  meas¬ 
ures  may  be  taken  to  have  certain  officers  of  the  Sumter  (including 
Lieutenant  Chapman)  brought  as  witnesses  on  his  behalf  at  his  trial. 

I  can  form  no  opinion  of  what  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  do  in  the 
premises  until  I  get  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Chapman.  Should  there 
be  reasonable  foundation  for  the  alleged  belief  of  Hester  that  Andrews 
designed  the  surrender  of  the  ship  to  the  enemy,  I  shall  consider  it  my 
duty  to  do  whatever  may  be  found  best  to  give  him  the  full  benefit  of 
the  proofs  he  may  adduce.  On  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  it  would 
certainly  be  right  that  he  should  be  tried  under  the  authority  of  our 
Government;  but  even  should  the  jurisdiction  be  yielded  by  the  British 
Government  (which  in  our  unrecognized  condition  is  by  no  means  cer¬ 
tain)  I  should  be  at  a  great  loss  to  know  how  to  bring  the  prisoner  to 
trial  and  what  to  do  with  him  in  the  meantime.  This,  however,  can  be  ' 
only  or  best  determined  after  getting  Lieutenant  Chapman’s  report. 

I  have  further  to  state  that  in  the  dilemma  arising  out  of  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  affair,  and  with  the  entire  concurrence  and  advice  of  Captains 
Bulloch  and  Sinclair,  of  the  Navy,  as  well  as  of  Lieutenant  Chapman, 

I  have  determined  to  have  the  Sumter  sold,  and  have  taken  measures 
to  have  the  sale  made  by  Captain  Bulloch,  the  senior  officer  in  the 
service  here.  Her  armament  and  such  stores  of  clothing,  etc.,  as  can 
be  used  in  fitting  out  other  ships  will  be  reserved. 

Lieutenant  Chapman’s  report  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  received 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate 
States,  regarding  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter. 


Liverpool,  November  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  the  letter  enclosed  with  this  I  have  received 
authority  from  the  Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  by  whose  order  Captain 
Semmes  laid  up  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  to  sell  that  vessel  with  all 
her  equipments,  and  to  dispose  of  the  latter  in  such  manner  as  would 
most  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  Government.  I  have 
taken  the  steps  necessary  to  effect  this  purpose  by  engaging  a  ship 
broker  to  go  to  Gibraltar  and  to  have  the  Sumter  appraised  by  experts, 
and  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  agreed  to  buy  her  at  the 
appraised  value  should  no  one  bid  higher.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  have 

123a - 44 


690 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - CONFEDERATE. 


the  sale  concluded  in  a  fortnight,  and  will  pass  whatever  sum  she  may 
bring  to  the  credit  of  the  Navy  Department. 

#  *  *  *  * 


I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at 
London,  regarding  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  at  Gibraltar. 


Liverpool,  November  26,  [ 1862 ] 

Sir  :  Your  letter  enclosing  one  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  acquainting  Captain  Semmes  of  his  promotion,  has  been  received, 
and  I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  it,  although  I  fear 
it  will  be  some  time  before  Captain  Semmes  can  inform  me  of  his  next 
place  of  rendezvous. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  all  tiie  arrangements  for  selling  the 
Sumter  have  been  perfected,  and  the  agent  for  conducting  the  appraise¬ 
ment  and  sale  is  on  his  way  to  Gibraltar.  Several  enquiries  have  been 
made  in  reference  to  her,  and  I  am  greatly  in  hopes  that  we  will  realize 
<£G,000  by  the  transaction. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason. 


Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
Confederate  States,  regarding  the  trial  of  Hester  for  the  murder  of  Acting  Midshipman 
Andrews,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Confederate  States  Commission, 

London ,  December  10,  1862. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Referring  to  my  No.  18,  I  have  to  add  that  since  its 

date!  received  a  full  report  from  Lieutenant  Chapman,  which  leaves  little 
doubt  that  the  allegation  of  Hester  that  Midshipman  Andrews  designed 
to  surrender  the  Sumter  to  the  enemy  was  altogether  a  fabrication ;  and 
that  the  true  cause  of  the  murder  was  that  Hester  had  just  been  detected 
by  Andrews  in  pilfering  the  public  property  in  the  ship. 

On  the  question  of  remanding  the  prisoner  for  trial  by  the  Confed¬ 
erate  authorities,  1  have  stated  the  difficulties  that  were  presented  in 
my  No.  18.  Subsequently  I  presented  the  question  fully  for  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Slidell  and  was  happy  to  find  that  he  agreed  with  me  as  to  the 
expediency,  or  indeed  the  necessity,  of  leaving  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  British  authorities.  I  have  thought  it  due,  however,  as  Hester 
was  a  petty  officer  in  the  Navy  and  had  no  means  of  providing  for  his 
defense,  that  he  should  not  be  left  without  some  provision  for  the 
expenses  of  counsel  and  witnesses,'  and  have  directed  Lieutenant 
Chapman  accordingly. 

In  my  No.  18  I  stated  also  that  I  had  determined  to  have  the  Sumter 
sold,  and  the  reasons  for  it.  The  whole  subject  of  the  sale  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Captain  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  as  the  senior  naval  officer,  and 
I  learn  by  telegraph  this  morning  from  Gibraltar  that  the  ship  has 
been  sold  to  a  British  house ;  the  price  not  stated.  The  proceeds  of  the 
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sale  will  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Bulloch,  in  charge  of  the  naval 
funds  here. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  communicate  this  dispatch  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London, 
expressing  approval  of  his  action  in  regard  to  the  C.  S.  S  Sumter. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  February  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
of  the  11th  of  December,  1862,  enclosing  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Chap¬ 
man,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  10th  of  November,  1862,  in  relation  to  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  on  board  the  Sumter. 

Your  course  with  regard  to  that  vessel  is  approved  by  this  Depart¬ 
ment  and  you  have  its  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  Confederate  States,  London ,  England. 


Extracts  from  the  journal  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Sumter, 

from  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Neic  Orleans,  May  24,  \1861.\ — A  month  has  elapsed  since  1  began  the 
preparation  of  the  Sumter  for  sea,  and  yet.  we  are  not  ready.  Leeds 
&  Co.  have  not  given  us  our  tanks,  and  we  only  received  the  carriage 
for  the  8-inch  gun  to-day.  The  officers  are  all  present  and  the  crew 
has  been  shipped,  and  all  are  impatient  to  be  off.  The  river  is  not  yet 
blockaded,  but  expected  to  be  to-morrow.  It  must  be  a  close  blockade 
and  by  heavy  vessels  that  will  keep  us  in.  Troops  are  being  collected 
in  large  numbers  in  the  enemy’s  States.  Marchings  and  countermarch¬ 
ings  are  going  on  and  the  fleet  seems  to  be  kept  very  busy  scouring  hither 
and  thither,  but  nothing  accomplished.  Whilst  penning  the  last  para¬ 
graph  news  reaches  us  that  the  Lincoln  Government  has  crossed  the 
Potomac  and  invaded  Virginia.  Thus  commences  a  bloody  and  a  bit¬ 
ter  war.  So  be  it;  we  but  accept  the  gauntlet  which  has  been  flung  in 
our  faces.  The  future  wall  tell  a  tale  worthy  of  the  South  and  her  noble 
cause. 

Monday ,  May  27. — News  received  this  morning  of  the  appearance  at 
Pass  a  l’Outre  yesterday  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooldyn,  and  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  blockade.  Work  is  progressing  satisfactorily  upon  the 
Sumter  and  I  expect  to  be  ready  for  sea  by  Sunday  next.  News  of 
skirmishing  in  Virginia  and  of  fresh  arrivals  of  the  Northern  hordes  at 
Washington  en  route  for  that  State. 

Thursday ,  May  30. — My  patience  is  sorely  tried  by  the  New  Orleans 
mechanics.  The  water  tanks  for  the  Sumter  are  not  yet  completed. 
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The  carriage  for  the  8-inch  gun  was  finished  to-day,  and  we  are  laying 
down  the  circles  and  cutting  the  holes  for  the  fighting  bolts.  The  car¬ 
riages  for  the  32-pounders  are  promised  by  Saturday  next,  and  also  the 
copper  tanks  for  the  magazine.  Our  ammunition  and  small  arms 
arrived  yesterday  from  Baton  Rouge.  Besides  the  Brooklyn  at  the 
passes,  the  Niagara  and  Minnesota  are  in  the  gulf  watching  for  the 
arrival  of  some  ships  bound  to  this  port  laden  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion. 

Friday ,  May  31. — The  tanks  are  at  last  finished  and  they  have  all 
been  delivered  to-day.  We  shall  now  get  on  rapidly  with  our  prepar¬ 
ations. 

Saturday ,  June  1 ,  finds  us  not  yet  ready  for  sea.  The  tanks  have  all 
been  taken  on  board  and  stowed;  the  gun  carriages  for  the  32’s  will  be 
finished  on  Monday.  The  circles  for  the  8-inch  have  been  laid  down 
and  the  fighting  bolts  are  ready  for  placing.  On  Monday  I  shall  throw 
the  crew  on  board,  and  by  Thursday  next  I  shall  without  doubt  be 
ready  for  sea.  In  the  meantime  both  the  practicable  passes  are  block¬ 
aded,  the  one  by  the  Brooklyn  and  the  other  by  the  Powhatan,  but  for¬ 
tune  will  favor  us  and  we  shall  run  by. 

Monday ,  June  3. — Filled  the  tanks  and  received  the  crew  on  board. 
The  32-pounder  carriages  not  yet  ready,  but  promised  us  for  to-morrow. 

Tuesday ,  June  18. — At  length,  after  many  vexatious  delays,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  leave  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  This  morning  at  10:30 
a.  m.  we  got  up  steam  and  dropped  down  to  the  barracks  magazine 
and  took  in  our  powder.  Weather  very  warm  and  mosquitoes  very 
troublesome.  At  10:30  p.  m.  got  up  steam  again  and  steamed  down  the 
river.  Night  clear  and  beautiful. 

Wednesday,  June  19. — At  4  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  between  Forts  St. 
Philip  and  Jackson.  Captain  Brand  called  on  board  on  the  part  of 
the  commanding  officer,  Major  Duncan.  At  11  visited  Major  Duncan 
at  Fort  Jackson  and  witnessed  some  experimental  firing.  The  fort  is 
an  attractive  spot,  with  plenty  of  green  grass  and  fine  shade  trees. 
The  object  of  my  stopping  here  for  a  few  days  is  to  station  my  crew 
and  drill  them  at  the  guns,  they  being  entirely  green  and  having  been 
called  to  quarters  to-day  for  the  first  time.  We  have  a  very  distant 
view  of  Pass  l’Outre,  and  can  just  distinguish  with  our  glasses  an 
enemy’s  ship,  supposed  to  be  the  Brooklyn. 

Thursday,  June  20. — Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters,  and  in  the 
afternoon  practiced  at  target  firing.  Called  on  Governor  Moore  at 
Fort  Jackson  (the  governor  having  come  down  to  inspect  the  fortifica¬ 
tions)  and  brought  him  on  board  with  Mr.  John  Slidell  and  others  to 
visit  the  ship. 

Fridy,  June  21. — Practiced  the  crew  at  division  quarters  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  at  general  quarters  in  the  afternoon  and  tried  a  couple  of  shell 
with  the  Borman  fuse.  Just  at  nightfall  I  received  the  following  dis¬ 
patch  : 

Headquarters  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 

June  21,  1861. 

Captain  :  I  am  desired  by  the  commanding  officer  to  state  that  the  Ivy  reports 
that  the  Powhatan  has  left  in  pursuit  of  two  ships,  and  that  he  has  received  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  Pass  a.  T Outre  to  the  effect  that  a  boat  from  the  Brooklyn  had  put  into 
the  river  and  was  making  for  the  telegraph  station,  where  she  was  expected  to 
arrive  in  a  few  minutes. 

Got  up  steam  and  steamed  down  to  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  where 
we  came  to  at  10:30  p.  m.  Dispatched  a  boat  to  the  light  house  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  pilot,  but  the  keeper  knew  nothing  of  the  pilots  and  was  unwill- 
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ing  to  come  on  board,  though  requested.  Sent  a  boat  also  on  board 
the  Ivy,  privateer,  with  a  request  either  that  she  would  supply  us  with 
a  pilot  or  go  down  to  the  Southwest  Pass  and  procure  one. 

Saturday,  June  22. — The  Ivy  returned  from  the  pass  and  reported 
that  none  of  the  pilots  were  willing  to  come  on  board,  and  having 
received  also  the  following  dispatch  (through  Captain  Duncan)  from 
the  Southwest  Pass,  viz : 

Applied  to  the  captain  of  the  house  of  pilots  for  a  pilot  for  the  Sumter.  He 
requested  me  to  state  that  there  are  no  pilots  oil  duty  now. 

F.  S.  WOOI.FLEN. 

I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Stribling  in  the  Ivy  with  a  written  order  to 
the  master  of  the  Pilots’  Association  to  come  on  board  of  me  and  bring 
some  of  his  pilots  with  him,  and,  in  case  of  his  refusal,  directed  him  to 
arrest  them  all  and  bring  them  on  board. 

Sunday,  June  23. — Yesterday  the  master  of  the  Pilots’  Association 
and  several  of  his  pilots  came  on  board,  having  been  brought  by  the 
Ivy.  With  the  exception  of  the  master,  they  all  agreed  to  take  the 
ship  to  sea,  whereupon  I  retained  one  of  them  and  dismissed  the  rest. 
Both  the  Broolclyn  and  Powhatan  at  their  anchors  all  day,  close  under 
the  respective  bars  which  they  guard.  Weather  very  warm  and  sultry. 
Mustered  the  crew  at  general  quarters.  Sent  dispatches  to  town  by 
the  steamer  Empire  Parish.  In  the  afternoon  dispatched  Lieutenant 
Stribling  in  the  Seminole ,  in  tow  of  the  Ivy ,  to  Pass  a l’Outre  to  destroy 
the  oil  at  the  light  house  and  bring  away  the  lamps,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  having  the  use  of  the  light.  The  object  was  accom¬ 
plished.  Received  on  board  from  Fort  St.  Philip  a  24-pounder  howitzer 
for  use  on  the  spar  deck. 

Monday,  June  24. — This  morning  dispatched  an  officer  on  board  the 
Ivy  to  bring  away  the  oil  and  lamps  from  the  South  Pass,  that  that 
light  may  also  be  extinguished.  The  object  was  accomplished.  All 
the  seacoast  lights  at  the  passes  are  now  out.  Both  blockading  vessels 
are  lying  close  at  their  anchors,  and  there  is  an  additional  vessel  at 
Pass  a  l’Outre. 

Tuesday,  June  25. — A  thunderstorm  and  heavy  rain  at  3:30  a.  in., 
clearing  off  at  10  a.  m.  Visited  the  light-house  at  the  Head  of  the 
Passes  and  took  a  receipt  for  the  property  deposited  there,  from  the 
Pass  a  l’Outre  and  South  Pass  houses.  Visited  also  the  telegraphic 
station  and  held  communication  with  both  passes.  Both  blockading 
ships  still  at  their  anchors.  The  British  steam  sloop  Jason  was  off'  the 
Southwest  Pass  yesterday.  Received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of  Ship  Island  and  established  a  blockade  of  the 
sound.  Filling  shell  and  cartridges  and  drilling  ray  very  green  crew. 

Wednesday ,  June  26. — Cloudy  and  occasional  rain  squalls.  The  Ivy 
returned  from  the  city  and  brought  me  eighty  barrels  of  coal.  Sent 
the  pilot  in  the  light  house  keeper’s  boat  to  sound  the  southeast  bar. 
The  Federal  ships  keep  close  watch  at  the  bars,  neither  having  stirred 
from  her  anchor  since  my  arrival  here. 

Thursday,  June  27. — Weather  sultry  and  atmosphere  charged  with 
moisture.  Pilot  not  yet  returned.  At  10  p.  m.  yesterday  received  a 
note  from  the  telegraphic  operator  stating  that  he  could  get  no  response 
from  the  station  at  the  Southwest  Pass.  Dispatched  a  guard  boat 
down  the  pass  a  couple  of  miles  to  watch  the  approach.  The  Ivy  has 
gone  down  Pass  a  l’Outre.  Pilot  finds  10^  feet  at  the  southeast  bar. 

Friday ,  June  28. — Clear  and  sultry,  with  little  or  no  wind.  The 
blockaders  sticking  close  to  their  anchors  as  usual.  Sent  a  guard  boat 
down  the  Southwest  Pass  again  yesterday  evening. 
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Saturday,  June  29.—  The  pilot  having  reported  from  aloft  that  the 
Brooklyn  was  no  where  to  be  seen,  got  up  steam  immediately  and  ran 
down  Pass  a  l’Outre  with,  the  intention  of  running  the  blockade,  but 
after  running  down  the  pass  3  or  4  miles  we  were  disappointed  to  learn 
that  the  ship  was  still  at  her  anchors,  our  drifting  from  our  own  anchor 
having  caused  us  to  shut  the  Brooklyn  in  behind  some  trees,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  pilot’s  mistake.  Returned  to  our  anchorage,  changing 
our  position  a  little  to  the  northward.  At  10  p.  m.  dispatched  guard 
boats  down  both  the  passes.  At  about  11:30  p.  m.  the  telegraphic 
operator  from  Pass  a  l’Outre  reported  that  the  enemy  had  sent  a  boat 
to  the  station  and  carried  off  his  instruments. 

Sunday ,  June  30.— Dies  memorabilia.  At  about  2  a.  m.  the  steamer 
Empire  Parish  came  alongside  and  put  on  board  of  us  about  100  barrels 
of  coal.  At  10:30  a.  m.  this  steamer  having  returned  from  Pass  a 
l’Outre,  a  boatman  pulled  under  our  stern  and  informed  us  that  the 
Brooklyn  was  no  where  to  be  seen,  and  that  the  pass  was  all  clear. 
We  immediately  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  pass.  The  pilot, 
becoming  alarmed,  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  take  us  out,  as  he 
had  not  been  out  of  the  pass  for  three  months  and  “would  not  run  us 
ashore  for  anything.”  This  was  really  provoking.  However,  I  hoisted 
my  jack  for  a  pilot,  and  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  as  Iran  by  the  pilot 
station  a  bold  fellow  jumped  on  board  of  me  and  his  wife  waved  him 
on  to  his  duty  as  we  passed,  and  we  continued  on  our  course  rapidly  for 
the  bar.  In  the  meantime  we  had  some  time  before  discovered  the 
Brooklyn  some  7  or  8  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  bar  under  steam 
and  hurrying  up  to  prevent  our  escape.  We  dashed  by  the  Bremen 
ship  on  the  bar  which  considerately  slacked  a  bow  warp  to  let  us  pass 
more  conveniently,  and  hauling  close  round  her  head  spars  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  we  were  in  a  few  moments  outside  of  the  bar.  The  Brooklyn 
had  by  this  time  approached  us  within  about  4  miles,  and  was  making 
every  effort  to  overhaul  us.  A  deeply  exciting  chase  commenced,  and 
I  was  for  some  time  doubtful  of  my  success.  The  Brooklyn  had  the 
reputation  of  being  very  fast  both  under  sail  and  steam,  and  I  was  very 
doubtful  whether  my  gallant  little  ship  had  the  heels  of  her.  The 
Brooklyn  having  made  sail,  wedid  the  same,  steering  first  1ST.  N.  E.,  then 
1ST.  E.  by  N.,  then  N.  E.,  then  N.  E.  by  E.,  and  so  hauling  in  a  gradual 
curve  seaward.  The  Brooklyn  having  emerged  from  a  squall  in  which 
she  had  been  hid  loomed  up  very  large  with  her  heavy  battery  and 
tall  spars,  her  flag  being  plainly  distinguishable  at  her  peak.  At  length 
it  began  to  be  perceptible  that  we  were  dropping  her  by  slow  degrees, 
and  my  excited  nervous  system  experienced  a  partial  relaxation  from 
the  tension  to  which  it  had  been  strained  for  the  last  three  hours.  At 
3:30  the  Brooklyn,  seeing  that  we  had  the  heels  of  her,  gave  up  the 
chase  and  bore  up  to  the  northward.  Called  on  hands,  sent  them  into 
the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers  for  the  Confederate  flag,  after  which, 
by  invitation,  1  met  the  officers  iu  the  wardroom  and  drank  a  glass  of 
wine  with  them  in  honor  of  the  event.  It  was  a  positive  luxury  as  the 
evening  set  in  to  breathe  the  pure  air  and  look  over  the  vast  expanse 
of  blue  waters,  with  the  feeling  of  a  liberated  prisoner.  What  an  event¬ 
ful  career  we  have  before  us!  May  the  Almighty  smile  upon  us  and 
our  cause,  and  may  we  show  ourselves  worthy  servants  of  Him  and  it. 
Night  beautiful  and  starlight,  with  a  light  in  the  north  throwing  a 
pencil  of  rays  to  the  northeast  as  if  lighting  us  on  our  way. 

Monday,  July  1. — Weather  beautiful  and  clear,  with  the  deep  blue 
sea  rolling  brightly  around  us,  and  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  southward 
and  westward.  We  have  seen  no  sail  since  we  lost  sight  of  the  Brook- 
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lyn,  and  have  averaged  a  speed  of  about  8  knots.  Latitude  at  noon, 
26°  18'  north;  longitude,  87°  23',  steering  S.  S.  E.  Calm  at  nightfall, 
with  a  sky  full  of  stars.  A  brilliant  eoniet  bearing  about  R.  R.  E.  was 
visible  in  the  early  part  of  the  night. 

Tuesday ,  J uly  2. — Day  begins  clear  and  beautiful.  At  8  a.  m.  struck 
the  1ST.  E.  trades,  made  sail  in  aid  of  the  steam,  and  ordered  moderate 
steam  carried.  Toward  noon  a  few  trade  squalls,  with  light  showers  of 
rain,  passed  over.  Course  siuce  8  last  evening,  S.  S.  E.  £  E. ;  latitude  at 
noon,  23°  04' ;  longitude,  86°  13k  During  the  night  doubled  Cape  [San] 
Antonio,  experiencing  a  northerly  current  of  from  three-fourths  to  1 
mile  per  hour,  which  caused  us  to  make  San  Antonio  Light  ahead, 
steering  east  instead  of  passing  it  out  of  sight  to  the  southward,  as 
we  should  have  done  but  for  the  current. 

Wednesday ,  July  3. — Weather  cloudy,  with  a  fresh  trade  from  E.  to 
E.  S.  E.  and  some  sea.  At  9  a.  m.  off  Cape  Corrientes.  At  meridian 
latitude  21°  29',  longitude  84°  06'.  Soon  after  meridian  made  two  sail 
nearly  ahead.  Gave  chase  and  came  up,  first  with  a  Spanish  brig  from 
Cadiz  to  Yera  Cruz,  and  secondly  with  the  U.  S.  ship  Golden  Rocket,  of 
Bangor,  Me.,  in  ballast.  Took  out  of  her  some  provisions  and  a  few 
other  articles  for  the  use  of  the  ship,  and  at  10  p.  m.,  kavi.-.g  accom¬ 
plished  this  and  brought  the  master  and  crew  on  board,  set  fire  to  and 
burned  her,  west  end  of  Isle  of  Pines  bearing  about  E.  R.  E.  and  dis¬ 
tant  10  or  12  miles.  Our  first  prize  made  a  beautiful  bonfire  and  we 
did  not  enjoy  the  spectacle  the  less  because  she  was  from  the  black 
Republican  State  of  Maine.  The  Golden  Rocket  was  a  ship  of  690  tons, 
three  years  old,  and  was  worth  from  $30,000  to  $40,000.  Right  cloudy. 

Thursday ,  July  4. — Weather  cloudy,  with  a  few  rain  squalls  during 
the  morning.  At  daylight  descried  two  sail  ahead.  Gave  chase  and 
came  up  with,  first  the  U.  S.  brigantine  Cuba,  and  secondly  with  the 
U.  S.  brigantine  Machias ,  of  the  everlasting  State  of  Maine.  Captured 
them  both  and  took  them  in  tow  for  Cienfuegos;  speed,  5  miles  per 
hour.  Both  these  vessels  are  from  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  loaded  with 
sugar  and  molasses,  for  English  ports.  Cargoes  stated  in  the  papers 
to  be  Spanish  property.  Right  cloudy. 

Friday ,  July  5. — Cloudy,  with  a  moderate  trade.  Just  before  daylight 
one  of  the  prizes  broke  adrift.  Recovered  her  and  let  go  the  one  we 
had  in  tow  and  directed  the  officer  in  charge  to  work  his  way  into 
Cienfuegos.  At  about  2  p.  m.  crossed  the  shoal  off  the  east  end  of  the 
reef  of  the  Jardinillos,  in  5  and  6  and  7,  etc.,  fathoms  water,  and  hauled 
up  R.  E.  by  R.,  which  course  ran  us  some  6  or  7  miles  to  the  westward 
of  the  light.  As  we  approached  the  light  we  descried  two  sail  in  the 
southeast,  distant  some  8  or  9  miles.  Cast  off  our  tow  and  gave  chase. 
At  about  9.30  came  up  with  and  captured  the  U.  S.  brigantines  Ben 
Banning  and  Albert  Adams,  and  put  prize  crews  on  board  of  them. 
Stood  off  and  on  the  light  during  the  night. 

Saturday ,  July  6. — Morning  clear,  with  a  light  land  breeze.  Soon 
after  sunrise  three  sail  came  out  of  the  harbor.  Waited  patiently 
until  they  were  all  more  than  a  marine  league  from  the  land,  when  we 
gave  chase  and  captured  them.  They  were  as  follows,  viz,  the  bark 
West  Wind,  the  brigantine  Naiad,  and  bark  Lewis  Kilham.  Put  prize 
crews  on  board  of  them.  At  about  meridian  the  sea  breeze  set  in  and 
soon  afterwards  our  prizes  coming  up,  to  the  number  of  six,  I  sent  them 
all  into  the  port,  and  followed  them  myself.  As  we  passed  the  fort  we 
were  hailed,  and  at  the  same  time  a  couple  of  muskets  were  fired  at  us, 
and  we  were  directed  to  anchor,  which  we  did.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant 
Evans  on  shore  to  call  on  the  commandant  and  ask  an  explanation  of  our 
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being  stopped.  Lieutenant  Evans  reported  that  the  commandant  said 
he  did  not  recognize  (that  is,  know)  our  flag,  and  that  it  was  the  order 
of  the  port  to  stop  all  vessels  (of  war,  and  others),  until  the  flag  could  be 
distinguished.  In  the  evening  the  commandant  called  on  me  to  say 
that  he  had  the  governor’s  orders  to  permit  me  to  proceed  to  the  town 
or  to  sea  as  I  might  prefer,  but  he  informed  me  at  the  same  time  that 
the  governor  would  detain  my  prizes. 

Sunday ,  July  7. — Morning  clear  and  beautiful,  the  waters  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  harbor  clear  and  sparkling,  and  the  bright  green  of  the  vegetation 
on  shore  looking  picturesque  and  cheerful.  At  8  a.  m.,  Lieutenant 
Chapman,  whom  1  had  sent  to  town  yesterday  to  look  after  the  prizes, 
make  arrangements  for  coaling,  and  present  a  dispatch  to  the  governor, 
returned,  bringing  with  him  a  couple  of  Cuban  gentlemen  (Isnaga  and 
Dias),  warm  sympathizers  in  our  cause.  I  appointed  one  of  them  prize 
agent  (Don  Mariano  Dias).  One  hundred  tons  of  coal  and  about  5,000 
gallons  of  water  were  towed  alongside  for  us  during  the  day,  and  were 
got  in  Fresh  provisions  were  also  sent  on  board  for  the  crew.  About 
10  p.  in.  I  received  a  reply  from  the  governor.  He  informed  me  that 
the  captain  general  had  instructed  him  as  follows,  viz:  First.  No 
cruiser  of  either  party  can  bring  their  prizes  into  Spanish  ports.  Sec¬ 
ond.  If  in  my  captures  the  territory  of  Cuba  has  been  violated,  the 
Spanish  courts  will  themselves  judge  of  the  matter.  Third.  My  prizes 
will  be  detained  until  the  Queen  can  be  heard  from.  We  got  up  our 
anchor  soon  after  11  p.  m.,  and  passed  outside  the  harbor  at  midnight. 
Nothing  of  our  prize  brig,  the  Cuba ,  and  Midshipman  Hudgins. 

Monday ,  July  8. — During  the  forenoon  gave  chase  to  a  brigantine 
which  showed  Spanish  colors.  Kept  on  our  course.  Passed  the  Cay¬ 
mans  between  9  and  10  p.  m.  The  islets  are  laid  down  some  15  or  16 
miles  too  far  to  the  westward. 

Tuesday ,  July  9. — Weather  clear,  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the  E.  S.E. 
At  daylight  made  the  west  end  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  the  island  in 
sight  all  day,  the  blue  mountains  dimmed  by  the  haze  that  hung  over 
them.  Struggling  against  a  very  strong  trade. 

July  10. — Weather  clear,  wind  very  fresh,  right  in  our  teeth  and 
considerable  sea  on.  At  1:30  this  morning  I  went  upon  the  companion 
ladder,  to  give  some  directions  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  as  to  not  driv¬ 
ing  her  through  the  head  sea,  and  while  so  doing  I  felt  a  sudden  sickness 
of  the  stomach  and  reeling  of  the  brain.  I  laid  my  head  on  my  arm, 
thinking  the  sensation  would  soon  pass  off,  but  in  a  moment  more  I  lost 
consciousness  and  tumbled  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  ladder 
upon  the  cabin  floor,  where  I  remained  senseless  for  a  moment.  I  was 
much  bruised  in  the  left  side  by  the  fall,  the  concussion  of  the  pleura 
and  lung  causing  a  difficulty  in  breathing.  *  *  *  Confined  to  my 

hammock  during  the  day.  We  are  out  of  the  track  of  commerce,  and 
no  sail  has  been  seen  to-day. 

Thursday ,  July  11. — The  tenacious  trade  wind  blows  as  fiercely  as 
ever,  and  we  are  struggling  and  plunging  through  if;  no  more  than  an 
average  of  5  knots.  Hard  upon  our  coal,  which  is  so  precious.  No 
sail  has  been  seen  to-day.  I  have  been  confined  most  of  the  day  to  my 
hammock. 

Friday ,  July  12,— Heavy  head  wind  and  sea,  and  the  steamer  labor¬ 
ing  and  pitching  into  it  and  scarcely  making  four  knots.  A  serious 
drawback,  as  we  are  consuming  our  limited  supply  of  fuel  and  making 
no  progress.  Thick  weather  and  squalls  of  rain.  Still  confined  to  my 
cabin.  No  sail  seen. 

Saturday ,  July  13. — Blowing  a  moderate  gale  of  wind,  with  a  very 
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heavy  head  sea.  We  made  no  progress  at  all  during  the  last  night. 
In  this  state  of  things,  I  have  been  obliged  to  change  my  intention,  which 
was  to  go  to  Barbados.  We  can  not  make  the  distance  with  our  fuel. 
I,  therefore,  caused  the  ship  to  be  put  under  sail  and  her  fires  to  be 
permitted  to  go  down,  and  resolved  to  make  my  way  to  Curasao,  hoping 
to  be  able  to  coal  at  that  place.  Heavy  sea  all  night,  and  ship  tumb¬ 
ling  about,  though  doing  pretty  well  under  sail.  I  am  suffering  much 
with  nausea  and  debility  and  from  the  effects  of  my  fall,  and  am  con¬ 
fined  to  my  cabin.  A  sail  on  the  port  bow,  but  too  rough  to  chase. 

Sunday,  July  14. — Wind  still  fresh,  with  a  heavy  sea;  making  5  knots 
under  sail,  with  the  wind  about  a  point  free.  Did  not  muster  the  crew, 
but  allowed  them  to  rest.  No  sail  seen.  I  am  getting  no  better.  Have 
been  confined  nearly  all  day  to  my  hammock  with  nausea  and  debility 
and  pain  in  the  left  side. 

Monday ,  July  15. — The  weather  moderating,  and  the  sea  going  down, 
though  still  rough.  Nothing  seen.  In  the  afternoon  pleasant,  with  a 
moderate  trade.  I  feel  better  to-day,  for  the  first  time  in  sis  davs. 
Thanks. 

Tuesday ,  July  16. — Clear,  with  flying  trade  clouds,  and  the  wind 
blowing  almost  a  gale.  At  9  a.  m.  made  land  on  the  starboard  bow, 
which  proved  to  be  the  island  of  Oruba,  we  having  had  a  strong  west¬ 
erly  current  during  the  night.  At  11  a.  m.  made  Curasao  on  the  port 
bow.  Passed  the  north  end  of  the  island  about  4  p.  m.,  and  ran  down 
the  coast  within  about  a  mile  of  St.  Anne’s  [Santa  Ana],  off  which  we 
arrived  at  a  little  past  7  o’clock.  Fired  a  gun  for  a  pilot.  A  pilot 
came  off  and  promised  to  take  us  in  in  the  morning.  Lay  off  and  on 
until  daylight.  Peeling  no  better  to-day. 

Wednesday ,  July  17. — Clear;  the  trade  blew  all  night  at  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  coast.  At  7  ran  in  and  received  the  following  message 
from  the  governor  by  the  pilot: 

The  governor  regrets,  but  he  can  not  permit  you  to  enter,  he  having  received 
recent  orders  from  the  home  Government  to  this  effect. 

Sent  Lieutenant  Chapman  with  a  letter  to  the  governor.  Lieutenant 
Chapman  returned  at  10:30,  and  at  11  we  ran  in  and  came  to  anchor  in 
the  lagoon.  The  Yankee  consul  had  been  to  see  the  governor  the  pre¬ 
vious  night,  and  the  pilot,  no  doubt,  did  not  state  truly  our  description, 
etc.  The  bumboats,  with  their  picturesque  inmates  of  all  colors,  are 
chattering  like  so  many  parrots  around  the  ship.  Made  arrangements 
for  filling  up  with  coal,  wood,  and  water,  and  for  giving  fresh  provisions 
to  the  crew.  Our  entrance  created  great  commotion  along  the  quay, 
the  people  running  to  get  a  sight  of  the  new  steamer  with  the  strange 
flag.  Curasao  is  a  picturesque  Dutch  town,  built  in  the  style  of 
Amsterdam,  and  lining  the  seashore  and  both  sides  of  the  entrance. 
We  are  in  a  land-locked  basin,  with  sterile,  jagged  peaks  rising  all 
around  us.  At  this  season  of  the  year  the  trade  wind  blows  a  gale  all 
day  long  here.  I  feel  better,  having  received  a  bottle  of  milk  and  some 
fresh  meat  and  vegetables  from  the  shore. 

Thursday ,  July  18. — Fresh  trade  wind  and  clear.  Employed  refitting 
and  repairing  the  small  damages  of  our  late  cruise.  Sent  a  lieutenant 
with  my  card  to  call  on  the  governor  and  to  excuse  my  not  calling  in 
person  on  account  [of]  indisposition.  I  was  visited  to-day  by  a  Vene¬ 
zuelan,  who  spoke  English  and  who  represented  himself  as  a  messenger 
or  agent  of  President  Castro,  who  is  now  here  in  exile  with  four  of  his 
cabinet  ministers,  and  who  proposed  to  me,  on  the  part  of  Castro,  to 
take  him  (Castro)  and  some  twenty  officers  with  some  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  to  the  mainland  opposite.  I  declined  this  proposition,  first, 
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because  I  was  not  going-  in  the  direction  indicated,  and,  second,  if  I 
were  it  would  be  an  undue  interference  on  the  part  of  a  neutral  with 
the  revolutionary  parties  now  contending  for  the  control  of  Venezuela. 
It  was  remarked  that  Castro  was  the  de  jure  president,  to  which  I 
replied  that  we  did  not  look  into  these  matters,  the  opposite  party 
being  in  the  de  facto  possession  of  the  Government.  Ho  arrival  in  the 
harbor. 

Friday ,  July  19. — Wind  unusually  blustering  this  morning,  with 
partial  obscuration  of  the  heavens.  Befitting  engine,  battery,  rigging, 
etc.  An  English  bark  entered  to-day  from  Liverpool. 

Saturday  night ,  July  20. — Painting  and  refitting  ship.  Got  off  the 
new  fore-topmast  from  shore.  The  monthly  packet  arrived  to-day  from 
St.  Thomas,  bringing  papers  from  the  enemy’s  country  to  the  2Gth  of 
-June.  We  get  nothing  new. 

Sunday ,  July  21.— Fresh  trade  wind  with  passing  clouds.  Atmos¬ 
phere  highly  charged  with  moisture.  Mustered  the  crew  and  read  the 
articles  of  war  and  a  general  order  announcing  the  decision  of  a  court- 
martial;  permitted  the  crew  to  go  on  liberty  in  detachments. 

Monday ,  July  22. — Warped  alongside  a  wharf  in  the  edge  of  the  town 
and  commenced  receiving  coal.  Befitting  and  repainting  ship.  In  the 
afternoon  I  took  a  stroll  through  the  town.  It  is  a  quaint,  picturesque- 
looking  place,  with  some  evidences  of  improvements,  as  the  building  of 
new  houses,  etc.,  but  the  general  air  was  that  of  little  business  and 
want  of  thrift.  The  St.  Thomas  packet  sailed. 

Tuesday ,  July  23.— Still  coaling,  refitting,  painting,  etc.  Weather 
more  cloudy  and  wind  not  so  constantly  fresh  within  the  last  few  days. 
Took  sights  for  chronometers;  longitude  GS°  58’  30"  W. 

Wednesday ,  July  24. — Sky  occasionally  obscured,  with  a  moderate 
trade  wind.  Having  completed  our  preparations  for  sea  we  got  under¬ 
way  at  meridian  and  stood  out  of  the  harbor.  John  Orr,  one  of  our 
worthless  ordinary  seamen,  deserted  just  before  leaving,  enticed  away, 
no  doubt,  by  a  Yankee  captain  and  the  Yankee  keeper  of  a  public 
house.  The  police  and  the  governor  wore  notified,  but  we  did  not  get 
him.  The  pilot  said  he  was  suspected  to  be  in  a  certain  house,  but  the 
house  could  not  be  searched. 

Thursday,  July  25. — Light  breeze  from  the  land  and  pleasant;  the 
coast  of  Venezuela  near;  La  Guayra  in  sight,  distant  about  30  miles. 
At  daylight  made  a  sail  on  the  port  bow  and  gave  chase.  AtG:30 
came  up  with  and  captured  the  American  schooner  Abby  Bradford ,  from 
Hew  York  to  Puerto  Cabello.  Took  her  in  tow  and  squared  away  for 
Puerto  Cabello.  Hight  fell  before  we  reached  the  port.  Stood  off  and 
on  until  daylight. 

Friday,  July  26.—' Weather  clear  and  pleasant.  Ban  along  the  laud 
to  the  westward  again  at  daylight,  and  soon  after  made  the  fort  on  the 
bill  above  the  town  of  Puerto  Cabello.  Ban  past  the  group  of  small 
islands  that  outlie  the  town  [toj  the  eastward,  all  of  which  are  bold, 
and  anchored  in  the  port  at  8  a.  m.  without  a  pilot.  Dispatched  a 
letter  to  the  governor  requesting  permission  to  leave  my  prize  until 
adjudication.  Beplied  that  it  was  beyond  his  functions  to  entertain 
this  question,  and  that  I  must  depart  in  twenty-four  hours.  Land¬ 
scape  as  bold  and  lovely  as  a  picture  of  mountain  scenery.  Had  a 
proposition  for  the  sale  of  the  cargo. 

Saturday,  July  27. — At  daylight  sent  a  prize  crew  on  board  the  Abby 
Bradford  and  directed  her  to  proceed  to  Hew  Orleans.  At  G  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  out.  As  we  were  weighing  anchor  discovered  a  sail 
seaward,  to  which  we  gave  chase  and  captured  about  7  miles  from  the 
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land.  She  proved  to  be  the  bark  Joseph  Maxwell ,  of  Philadelphia. 
Sent  the  master  in,  with  the  paymaster,  to  make  propositions  to  the 
neutral  owner  of  one-half  of  the  cargo  for  the  delivery  to  him  of  his 
half  and  for  the  sale  of  the  other  half  and  of  the  ship.  To  my  sur¬ 
prise,  the  governor  sent  me  an  order  to  bring  my  prize  within  the 
port  and  leave  her  until  the  courts  of  Venezuela  could  decide  the  ques¬ 
tion  whether  the  ship  was  not  captured  within  the  marine  league. 
Stood  out  to  the  prize,  standing  by  our  guns;  sent  the  master  and  his 
family  ashore  in  one  of  the  prize’s  boats,  and  put  a  prize  crew  on  board 
and  dispatched  the  juize  to  a  port  on  tho  south  side  of  Cuba.  At  3 
stood  on  our  course  to  the  eastward.  At  5  passed  a  Yankee  hermaph¬ 
rodite  brig  running  within  jumping  distance  of  the  land. 

Sunday,  July  28. — Clear  and  pleasant,  with  a  moderate  trade  wind.. 
At  9:30  a.  m.  gave  chase  to  a  sail  ahead,  which  proved  to  be  a  Vene¬ 
zuelan  schooner.  At  11  mustered  the  crew.  In  the  afternoon  passed 
the  island  of  Tortuga,  and  at  11  p.  m.,  having  come  up  with  the  west 
end  of  Margarita,  hove  the  ship  to  with  her  head  to  the  northward  to 
await  daylight.  Depth  of  water,  32  fathoms. 

Monday ,  July  29,  1861. — Clear  and  pleasant,  with  a  moderate  trade 
wind  all  day.  At  meridian  passed  between  the  island  of  Margarita 
and  the  Frayles;  a  number  of  fishing  boats  in  sight  from  time  to  time. 
Evening,  running  along  the  coast  of  Venezuela  to  the  eastward. 

Tuesday,  July  30. — Thick,  cloudy  weather  and  heavy  rains.  Haul¬ 
ing  in  to  the  coast  of  Venezuela  near  the  entrance  to  the  gulf  of  Para. 
So  thick  is  the  weather  that  to  “hold  on”  to  the  land  I  am  obliged  to 
run  the  shore  within  a  mile.  Opened  the  gulf  at  about  9  a.  m.  and 
soon  afterwards  got  a  sight  of  and  identified  the  three  islands  forming 
the  Bocas  of  the  Drego  [Dragon’s  Mouth].  Ran  the  Huevos  or 
Umbrella  Passage,  a  vessel  from  Madeira  having  entered  it  just  before 
me.  It  is  bold  and  the  scenery  very  striking.  Anchored  off  the  town 
of  Port  of  Spain  at  a  little  after  noon,  and  sent  a  lieutenant  to  pay  my 
respects  to  the  governor.  An  English  brig  passing  out  saluted  us  with 
her  ensign.  Officer  returned ;  governor  tenders  me  the  hospitality  of 
the  port  equally  with  the  other  belligerent,  but  snobbishly  objected  to 
the  lieutenant’s  card;  free  niggerdom.  Thirty-five  years  ago  I  was 
here  as  a  midshipman!  A  generation  has  since  passed  away.  So  brief 
is  thy  life,  O  man!  Afternoon,  rain.  Too  much  rain  has  greatly 
injured  the  sugar  crop.  Coolie  trade  flourishes  here. 

Wednesday,  July  31. — Morning  clear,  afternoon  rain,  this  being  the 
rainy  season.  We  have  been  all  day  negotiating  about  bringing  off 
our  coal,  the  excuse  of  the  merchant  being  that  he  has  to  depend  on 
free  negro  labor,  which  is  difficult  to  procure.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  population  of  the  town  is  of  this  class,  upon  whom  the  whites  are 
more  or  less  dependent  for  labor  and  service  of  every  description. 
This  is  another  of  those  fine  islands  that  Great  Britain  has  destroyed 
by  her  act  of  emancipation.  The  abrupt  and  varied  scenery  of  the 
hills  at  the  foot  of  which  the  town  is  situated  affords  a  charming 
picture  of  the  luxuriance  of  tropical  nature.  *  *  *  Landed  the 

prisoners  of  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  eight  in  number,  having  put  all  on 
parole  except  the  two  negroes. 

Thursday,  August  1. — Rain,  rain,  rain,  with  occasional  intervals  of 
sunshine.  Receiving  coal  very  slowly.  The  governor,  as  appears  from 
the  Gazette  newspaper,  took  the  opinion  of  the  law. officers  of  the 
Crown  as  to  the  legality  of  my  being  permitted  to  coal.  A  long  editorial 
upon  our  arrival,  and  hints  thrown  out  that  we  may  be  a  “privateer.” 

Friday ,  August  2. — Early  morning  clear ;  too  soon  the  clouds  gathered 
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and  the  heavy  rains  of  the  season  set  in,  in  the  interval  of  the  showers 
the  tropical  scenery  showing  ont  in  the  most,  attractive  colors.  Several 
ships  have  departed,  leaving  only  some  half  dozen  in  the  harbor.  The 
master  of  a  Baltimore  brig  called  on  board  to  learn  whether  I  would 
-capture  him.  Told  him  to  depart  freely,  as  our  declaration  of  war 
exempted  all  Maryland  vessels  from  capture.  Received  a  visit  from  a 
couple  of  English  officers  in  citizen’s  dress.  The  governor  has  not 
returned  the  visit  of  my  lieutenant. 

Saturday ,  August  3. — -Not  so  much  rain  to-day.  Finished  coaling, 
although  I  am  not  full,  to  avoid  being  further  cheated  in  the  measure 
by  the  scoundrel  who  is  putting  it  in.  Got  off  and  got  up  the  new 
main  yard.  Am  again  ready  for  sea. 

Sunday ,  August  4. — Morning  calm  and  clear.  The  chimes  of  the 
church  bells  from  the  shore  fall  pleasantly  and  suggestively  on  the  ear. 
A  U.  S.  schooner  came  in  from  some  point  up  the  bay.  At  10:30  gave 
the  order  to  get  up  steam,  but  the  paymaster  reporting  some  of  his 
vouchers  not  in  form,  the  order  was  countermanded  and  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  on  shore  to  rectify  the  mistake ;  and  the  English  steam 
frigate  Cadmus  coming  into  the  bay  a  short  time  after,  I  gave  up  the 
idea  of  going  to  sea  to-day.  Sent  an  officer  to  call  on  the  captain  of 
the  Cadmus.  The  visit  was  returned  soon  after  by  a  lieutenant  from 
that  vessel,  who,  after  saying  that  he  came  to  return  my  visit,  said 
that  his  captain  had  directed  him  to  say  to  me  that  as  this  ship  was 
the  lirst  vessel  of  the  Confederate  States  he  had  fallen  in  with,  he 
would  be  glad  if  I  would  show  him  my  commission,  to  which  I  replied 
I  could  have  no  objection,  but  that  the  courtesy  of  the  case  required 
that  he  should  first  show  me  his  commission.  This  he  immediately 
did,  whereupon  I  showed  him  mine.  In  strictness,  perhaps,  the  captain 
(Hillyar)  should  have  sent  his  own  commission  on  board  instead  of 
that  of  his  lieutenant,  but  I  did  not  wish  to  appear  captious,  and  as  the 
courtesy  of  the  case  was  satisfied,  this  was  all  that  was  necessary. 

Monday ,  August  5. — Weather  clear  and  fine.  At  11  a.  m.  I  was  visited 
by  Captain  Hillyar,  of  the  Cadmus ,  who  brought  me  a  New  York  Express 
of  the  12th  July,  and  made  himself  very  agreeable.  The  war  appeared 
a  very  extraordinary  affair  to  him,  and  he  could  not  suppose  that  it 
would  continue  long.  He  rather  thought  the  supplying  us  with  coal 
was  touching  upon  the  contraband,  but  this,  he  said,  was  a  question 
for  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  might  be  decided  differently  in 
different  places.  I  complained  to  him  of  the  injustice  of  the  neutral 
rule  excluding  us  from  bringing  in  our  prizes,  and  he  acknowledged 
that  it  did  work  unequally  as  I  explained  it,  and  ended  by  asking  why 
I  did  not  sell  my  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  [Spanish]  Main,  these  fel¬ 
lows  not  being  very  particular.  At  1  p.  m.  wre  got  up  steam  and  went 
to  sea,  passing  out  of  the  Eastern  or  Mona  [Monos]  Island  Passage 
[Gulf  of  Paria],  very  narrow,  about  the  third  of  a  mile,  with  a  rock 
standing  off  the  northeast  end  of  Mona  [Monos].  Running  along  the 
very  picturesque  coast  during  the  afternoon,  many  huts,  but  little  or 
no  cultivation  being  visible  on  the  mountain  sides.  Passed  out  of  the 
strait  between  Trinidad  and  Tobago  at  10:30  p.  m.  and  entered  upon 
the  broad  South  Atlantic. 

Tuesday,  August  6. — Weather  very  fine,  with  light  breezes  from 
about  E.  N.  E.,  making  good  way  over  the  smooth  sea.  At  about  10 
a.  m.  passed  a  brigantine  on  the  weather  beam,  distaut  some  12  or  14 
miles.  As  I  was  anxious  to  make  my  run  and  had  no  fuel  to  spare 
upon  chases  and  the  delay  incident  to  capture,  1  permitted  this  lonely 
wayfarer  to  pursue  his  course  unmolested,  for  which  some  Yankee  may 
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no  doubt  thank  his  stars  and  my  circumstances,  not  my  forbearance. 
No  current  experienced.  Latitude,  9°  IT';  longitude,  59°  HP. 

Wednesday ,  August  7. — Weather  clear  and  delightful  and  the  sea 
smooth.  W  e  have  seen  nothing  during  the  day,  flocks  of  flying  fish  being 
the  only  living  things  that  meet  our  view.  Exercising  the  crew,  now 
made  somewhat  short  by  the  absence  of  three  prize  crews.  Averaged  in 
the  last  twenty-four  hours  84  knots  per  hour.  No  current  of  any  kind. 
Latitude,  8°  31' ;  longitude,  50°  12'.  At  2 :30  p.  m.  descried  a  brigantine, 
chased  her  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  running  four  points  out  of  our  course, 
and  fired  a  blank  cartridge  at  her,  when  she  showed  Dutch  colors.  We 
thus  threw  away  13  miles  on  a  Dutchman.  Brought  the  ship  back  to 
her  course.  Toward  nightfall,  calm. 

Thursday ,  August  8. — Weather  clear,  with  an  occasional  rain  squall. 
Wind  light  and  variable,  but  always  from  the  eastward,  following  the 
sun  as  the  chariot  follows  the  steed.  Making  good  speed  through  the 
water,  but  we  have  experienced  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours  an  adverse 
current  of  about  t  mile  per  hour,  setting  AY.  N.  W.  Nothing  had  been 
seen  to-day.  Water  green,  indicating  soundings.  We  are  about  90 
miles  from  the  coast  of  Guiana.  Pink  and  lilac  clouds  about  sunset. 
We  are  fast  sinking  the  North  Star,  and  this  evening  we  had  a  view  of 
the  Southern  Cross.  Latitude,  7°  19';  longitude,  53°  3P. 

Friday ,  August  9. — Cloudy,  with  light  breezes  from  the  southeast. 
No  meridian  observation  for  latitude  to-day,  though  a  sight  near  noon 
shows  us  to  have  experienced  the  eastward  current  again.  We  have 
experienced  a  drift  of  about  20  miles  to  the  N.  N.  W.  £  W.  This  is  a 
serious  drawback  to  our  making  our  run  to  Maranham.  The  engineer 
has  overestimated  his  supply  of  coal,  and  it  now  turns  out  that  we  had 
but  eight  days’  instead  of  nine  days’  fuel  when  we  left  Trinidad.  I 
very  much  fear  we  shall  fall  short,  and  be  obliged  to  make  some  port 
under  our  lee  under  sail.  Evening  clear,  with  light  breezes  from  about 
S.  by  W.  Latitude  observations  near  noon,  G°  OP;  longitude,  50°  48'. 

Saturday ,  August  10. — Clear,  with  a  deep  blue  sea  and  a  fresh  S.  E. 
trade  wind  in  latitude  5°  N.,  and  what  makes  our  position  worse  with 
reference  to  making  our  run,  we  have  had  the  extraordinary  current  of 
50  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  ( !)  setting  nearly  due  north,  a  speed  equal 
to  that  of  the  Gulf  Stream  in  its  narrowest  part.  But  patience  and 
resignation.  These  are  two  qualities  which  every  seaman  should  cul¬ 
tivate,  as  he  has  so  frequent  opportunities  for  their  exercise.  We  have 
now  just  three  days  of  fuel  on  board,  and  we  require  to  make  550  miles, 
current  included,  to  reach  Maranham.  Can  not  do  it.  Latitude,  4° 
29’;  longitude.,  48°  25'. 

Sunday ,  August  11. — Morning  windy,  with  a  head  sea.  We  have 
been  laboring  and  plunging  through  it  all  night,  with  little  hope  of 
making  much  headway,  but  continuing  on  in  the  expectation  that  pos¬ 
sibly  the  current  might  change  or  the  wind  abate.  Vain  hope;  neither 
the  one  thing  nor  the  other  took  place!  The  genius  of  the  east  wind 
maintained  his  sway  even  against  the  power  of  steam,  and  drove  us 
back  from  an  invasion  of  his  dominion  from  so  unlooked-for  a  quarter. 
At  meridian  we  observed  in  latitude  2°  38',  which  gave  us  longitude 
47°  48',  and  this  settled  the  question  of  the  voyage  to  Maranham,  or 
even  to  Para.  We  had  experienced  60  miles  current  N.  W.  in  one  day, 
and  had  made  good  a  distance  of  125  miles  only.  We  had  still  200 
miles  to  run  to  the  point  at  which  the  pilot  is  taken  for  Para,  and  we 
had  but  thirty  hours  of  coal,  so  the  game  was  up.  Most  unwillingly  I 
ordered  the  fires  to  be  put  out  and  the  ship  put  under  sail  and  steered 
N.  W.,  intending  to  make  some  one  of  the  ports  of  Guiana  under  our 
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lee,  in  the  hope  of  finding  coal.  Afternoon,  sailing  along  pleasantly 
under  all  the  starboard  studding  sails.  Evening  delightfully  clear  and 
pleasant,  and  the  wind  and  the  sea  not  at  all  in  a  hurry!  At  11  a.  m. 
mustered  the  crew  and  caused  the  clerk  to  read  the  third  general  order 
on  the  subject  of  a  court-martial.  Man  will  offend  and  must  be  pun¬ 
ished. 

Monday ,  August  12. — Weather  clear;  rolling  along  to  the  northward 
and  westward,  with  a  light  breeze  from  E.  (3.  E.  and  a  lazy  swell.  All 
the  studding  sails  set  and  speed  between  3  and  4  knots.  (Sailing 
pleasant  enough  but  for  the  disappointment  of  our  hopes  in  not  being 
able  to  gain  a  port  farther  to  the  eastward.  Running  in  to  make  the 
land  about  Cape  Orange  with  a  view  to  go  into  Cayenne.  Latitude,  4° 
■0L  1ST. ;  longitude,  49°  37'  W. 

Tuesday. — Morning  clear,  but  it  clouded  about  9  a.  m.  and  remained 
so  all  day.  Dull  leaden  clouds  with  the  wind  somewhat  variable,  haul¬ 
ing  at  one  time  to  N.  by  W.  in  a  squall  and  driving  us  0  knots.  In 
light  winds  our  propeller  does  not  revolve,  and  the  ship  is  wonderfully 
sluggish.  The  winds  being  light  the  current,  running  to  the  north¬ 
ward  at  the  rate  of  2£  knots  per  hour,  has  drifted  us  so  far  northward, 
although  we  have  been  steering  west  and  W.  S.  W.  and  once  S.  W.  by 
S.,  that  I  fear  we  shall  be  drifted  by  the  port,  of  Cayenne  altogether. 
The  water  has  been  muddy  green  all  day,  but  we  did  not  get  soundings 
with  40  fathoms  of  line  until  8  p.  m.  Passed  frequent  tide  rips,  indi¬ 
cating  the  presence  of  currents,  and  at  5:30  p.  m.  descried  two  sail 
bearing  westward  from  us.  We  could  not  make  them  out.  Indeed, 
they  wrere  of  but  little  interest  to  us  in  our  crippled  condition  for  the 
want  of  coal,  as  we  could  not  chase.  Evening  clear  but  rather  hazy, 
with  the  wind  IN.  N.  E.  and  very  light.  Latitude  by  computation,  the 
sun  being  obscured  just  at  noon,  4°  50';  longitude,  50°  55b 

Wednesday ,  August  14. — Morning  beautiful,  with  fleecy  trade  clouds, 
promising  a  fine  breeze,  but  the  breeze  never  came;  the  clouds  passed 
on  sluggishly  and  changed  their  forms  and  positions,  but  no  wind.  A 
livelong,  calm  day,  with  nothing  but  cat’s  paws  and  currents,  the  lat¬ 
ter  setting  about  W.  N.  W.  We  have  lessened  our  soundings  some¬ 
what,  being  in  23  fathoms  at  4  p.  m.  The  silver  mountains  in  sight, 
bearing  S.  W.  J  S.  Saw  a  sail  during  the  morning  afar  off  under  the 
land,  but  could  not  make  her  out.  Gained  a  little  on  the  northerly 
current  to-day.  Latitude,  4°  49’  N. ;  longitude,  51°  19b  Cayenne  bear¬ 
ing  about  west,  distant  55  miles. 

Thursday,  August  15. — During  the  past  night  made  the  Great  Con¬ 
stable,  a  small  island  off  the  coast  some  40  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cay¬ 
enne.  Anchored  at  midnight  in  14^  fathoms  water,  the  island  bearing 
west,  distant  about  G  miles.  At  daylight  this  morning,  after  waiting 
for  the  passage  of  a  rain  squall,  we  got  underway  and  stood  outside  of 
the  Constable  to  avoid  a  shoal  some  4  miles  to  the  N.  1ST.  W.  In  the 
afternoon  the  breeze  freshened  finely,  and  we  ran  up  to  the  Eemire  Islets, 
where  we  took  on  board  a  pilot  from  a  French  lugger  that  was  waiting 
for  us,  and  ran  in  and  anchored  to  the  northward  of  the  Child  [Enfant 
Perdu]  in  3^  fathoms.  We  have  thus  finely  accomplished  what  I 
feared  two  days  ago  the  currents  and  the  calms  would  render  impossi¬ 
ble.  The  approach  to  Cayenne  is  pretty,  the  island  being  picturesque. 
The  batteries  at  the  town  fired  an  evening  salute  as  we  came  to  anchor, 
in  honor  of  the  birth  of  Napoleon,  this  being  the  15tli  day  of  August, 

Friday ,  August  16. — Morning  clear,  with  passing  trade  clouds  and  a 
fresh  wind  from  E.  S.  E.,  which  has  continued  all  the  past  night.  At 
5  a.  m.  dispatched  the  junior  lieutenant  and  the  paymaster  to  pay  my 
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respects  to  the  governor,  and  ascertain  whether  I  could  be  supplied 
with  coal.  These  officers  having  proceeded  to  the  town  in  a  boat,  were 
not  permitted  to  land  for  want,  as  was  alleged,  of  a  bill  of  health  certi¬ 
fied  from  our  last  port,  the  governor  rejecting  as  insufficient  the  cer¬ 
tificate  signed  by  surgeon  and  countersigned  by  myself,  of  the  perfect 
state  of  health  of  the  crew.  The  officers  were  informed  that  we  might 
communicate  with  the  town  if  we  would  undergo  a  quarantine  of  five 
days,  but  as  they  were  also  informed  (by  the  captain  of  the  port)  that 
there  was  no  coal  to  be  had,  the  government  yards  not  containing  a 
sufficient  supply  for  the  steamers  on  the  station,  which  were,  on  the 
contrary,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  seven  coal-laden  ships  from  France,  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  pay  the  penalty  of  five  days  to  visit  the 
penal  settlement  of  Cayenne,  as  I  had  no  hobby  on  prisoners  and 
prisons.  In  this  matter  of  the  coal  there  was  a  little  discrepancy 
withal  between  the  pilot  and  the  officials,  as  the  latter  had  told  us  there 
was  plenty  of  coal  on  hand  and  of  the  best  quality  at  two  or  three 
places  in  the  colony.  Coupling  this  with  the  fact  that  there  was  a  Yan¬ 
kee  consul  at  hand  (the  dealer  in  beef  of  the  station)  and  two  or  three 
Yankee  skippers,  it  may  be  just  possible  that  the  Frenchman  lied 
politely  when  he  said  there  was  coal  in  the  dockyard.  The  boat  on  her 
return  to  the  ship  had  a  hard  pull  against  the  wind  and  current.  In 
one  hour  after  her  return  we  were  under  way.  About  C  p.  m.  passed 
Salut  (three  islands),  a  French  military  station.  Running  along  the 
coast  toward  Surinam  in  9  and  10  fathoms  water.  Cayenne  and 
health  laws  were  certainly  a  novelty!  The  coolie  trade  flourishes  here, 
a  ship  having  arrived  a  few  days  before  us  with  500  on  board.  Humane 
Louis  Napoleon!  to  substitute  the  white  slave  for  the  black! 

Saturday ,  August  17. — Morning  clear,  with  a  fresh  breeze  [from]  the 
southward  and  eastward.  Running  along  the  coast  in  10  fathoms 
water,  the  soundings  very  regular.  Observed  in  latitude  5°  56'. 
Passed  the  mouth  of  the  Maroui  at  about  noon,  and  at  4  p.  m.  ran 
across  a  sand  bank  in  very  muddy  water  some  15  miles  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  eastward  of  the  entrance;  having  only  3  fathoms,  hauled  out 
N.  N.  W.  until  we  deepened  into  5  fathoms,  which  we  did  pretty  soon, 
when  we  hauled  in  W.  S.  W.  for  the  coast,  carrying  in  5  fathoms  within 
7  or  8  miles.  At  9  p.  m.  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water  about  7  miles 
from  the  land. 

Sunday ,  August  18. — Weather  clear,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
eastward,  which  freshened  as  the  day  advanced,  and  gave  us  a  fresh 
breeze  toward  nightfall.  After  passing  Port  Orange  we  ran  over 
another  3-fathom  bank,  the  water  deepening  beyond,  enabling  us  to 
head  in  toward  the  coast  as  we  approached  Brain  Point,  off  which  we 
anchored  (near  the  buoy  on  the  bar)  at  5:20  p.  m.  in  4  fathoms.  Mas¬ 
tered  the  crew  and  read  the  articles  of  war.  I  had  much  perplexity  in 
finding  the  mouth  of  the  Surinam,  such  is  the  sameness  of  the  coast. 
At  6  p.  m.  a  steamer  was  descried  in  the  west,  steering  for  the  harbor. 
Night  setting  in  soon  afterwards,  we  could  not  make  her  out.  Went  to 
quarters  and  cleared  for  action.  Got  up  the  smokestack  and  lighted 
the  fires  and  made  preparations  for  slipping  the  chain.  At  about  10 :30 
the  stranger  came  up  and  anchored  outside  of  us  at  the  distance  of 
about  4  miles.  I  concluded  from  the  movement  that  she  must  be  an 
enemy,  as  probably  a  mail  steamer  would  have  run  the  bar  without 
waiting  for  daylight.  I  therefore  directed  all  hands  to  be  called  at 
4:30  a.  m.,  and  all  preparations  renewed  for  battle,  with  steam  up,  etc. 

Monday ,  August  19. — Day  broke  clear,  had  all  hands  at  quarters  at 
5:30  a.  m.,  daylight.  The  strange  steamer  got  up  steam  and  ran  up 
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toward  us.  Got  our  anchor  and  stood  down  for  her.  Hoisted  the 
French  colors.  Soon  afterwards  the  stranger  hoisted  French  colors 
also.  Hauled  down  the  French  colors  and  hoisted  our  own,  and  con¬ 
tinued  our  course  toward  the  stranger,  and  having  come  within  speak¬ 
ing  distance  we  hailed.  A  colloquy  ensued,  each  of  us  asking  the  other 
if  he  had  a  pilot.  The  Frenchman  ran  in  for  the  light  vessel  and  we 
followed  him.  At  the  light  vessel  the  Frenchman  took  a  pilot.  Soon 
after  passing  the  light  vessel  we  anchored  to  wait  for  the  tide.  At 
meridian  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  The  muddy 
waters  of  this  stream  and  the  low  banks  reminded  us  of  the  Mississippi. 
A  dense,  rich  foliage  covered  the  banks  on  either  side  aud  we  passed 
several  sugar  estates  witli  their  tall  chimneys  and  factories,  and  saw 
others  in  the  distance,  giviug  evidence  of  more  prosperity  in  this  slave 
state  than  we  had  seen  either  in  Trinidad  or  Cayenne.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  laden  with  rich  crops  of  the  sugar  cane, 
beautified  and  densified  with  the  charming  tropical  trees  aud  plauts, 
among  which  ivere  the  stately  and  graceful  palm,  the  banana,  the  mango, 
etc.  The  negro  population  appeared  well  clothed  and  well  fed,  but  the 
slave  tenure  is  very  precarious  here,  and  the  fear  of  their  losing  it  has 
a  sensible  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  Sent  a  lieutenant 
to  call  on  the  governor  soon  after  anchoring  and  received  a  visit  from 
the  French  captain  and  from  the  senior  Hutch  ship.  Some  dealers  in 
coal  also  came  on  board  of  us. 

Tuesday ,  August  20. — Weather  clear  and  temperature,  out  of  the  sun, 
quite  cool  and  pleasant.  Called  on  the  governor  aud  had  an  agreeable 
interview  with  him.  Returned  the  calls  also  of  the  Dutch  and  French 
commanders.  Received  the  visits  of  two  Dutch  commanders  and  sev¬ 
eral  citizens.  Made  arrangements  for  receiving  a  supply  of  coal.  The 
French  steamer  of  war  Abeille  arrived  from  Cayenne.  Sent  au  officer 
on  board  of  her.  Her  commander  called  a  few  hours  after. 

Wednesday ,  August  21. — Clear;  temperature,  pleasant.  Returned  the 
visit  of  the  commander  of  the  Abeille.  He  is  a  clever  man,  with  pro¬ 
slavery  sympathies,  aud  seemed  to  understand  well  the  cause  of  our 
quarrel  with  the  North,  but  is  a  Frenchman  all  over  and  seemed  to 
think  we  had  not  treated  the  pavilion  Frangais  with  due  respect  in  run¬ 
ning  down  upon  the  Vulture  with  battery  ready  and  men  at  quarters. 
I  told  him  that  both  interest  and  inclination  prompted  us  to  conciliate 
the  good  will  of  the  grand  nation,  and  that  we  had  only  exercised  one 
of  the  usual  rights  of  war,  both  in  using  his  flag  and  running  down 
upon  his  ship  at  quarters. 

Thursday ,  August  22. — Clear  and  pleasant.  Landed  with  Mr.  Smith 
and  my  cockswain  and  took  a  walk,  stopping  at  the  hotel  and  reading 
such  of  the  Yankee  newspapers  as  I  could  find.  The  privateer  Sumter 
made  some  figure  in  these  lying  sheets.  Have  received  in  the  last  two 
days  just  18  tons  of  coal.  The  Yankee  consul  here  is  named  Sawyer. 
He  is  a  Connecticut  man  married  to  a  dark  mulatto  who  is  the  owner 
of  slaves.  He  has  exerted  himself  greatly  to  prevent  our  receiving 
coal.  A  worthy  representative  of  Yankeedom  and  negrophilism.  He 
has  also  tampered  with  the  pilot,  and  otherwise  shown  himself  worthy 
of  himself  and  his  cause. 

Friday ,  August  23. — Weather  clear;  squally,  with  some  rain  at  night. 
Our  coal  comes  off  very  slowly,  a  little  work  going  a  great  way  with  the 
negroes  here.  The  French  steamer  of  war  Vulture  weut  to  sea  to-day. 

Saturday ,  August  24. — Clear  and  pleasant;  some  passing  clouds  and 
in  the  evening  slight  squalls  and  rain.  The  Dutch  steamer  with  the  mail 
arrived  to-day  from  Demerara.  We  were  looking  anxiously  for  news. 
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Irom  home,  as  at  last  accounts  (July  20,  from  New  York)  a  battle  near 
Manassas  Junction  seemed  imminent.  Demerara  papers  to  the  19th 
instant  contain  nothing  except  that  some  skirmishing  had  commenced 
between  the  two  armies.  The  French  steamer  of  war  Abeille  went  to 
sea. 

Sunday ,  August  25. — Cloudy  in  the  morning.  Went  on  shore  to 
church  at  half  past  8.  The  good  old  mother  hasher  churches  and  cler¬ 
gymen,  even  in  this  remote  Dutch  colony.  It  is  estimated  that  there  [are] 
10,000  Catholics  in  the  colony.  The  church  was  a  neat,  well-arranged 
building,  the  congregation  full  and  mixed,  the  colored  names  greatly 
preponderating.  The  sermon  was  fluent  but  in  Dutch,  and  therefore 
sealed  to  me,  but  the  Latin  mass  and  the  ceremonial — the  same  all  over 
the  world — impressed  me  strongly  and  touched  many  cords  of  remi¬ 
niscence.  The  people  were  devout.  A  detachment  of  the  Government 
troops  was  present.  A  number  received  the  communion.  Mustered 
the  crew  at  11,  and  afterwards  performed  the  agreeable  duty  of  releas¬ 
ing  a  couple  of  prisoners;  to  release  is  always  more  pleasant  than  to 
confine.  Some  Dutch  lieutenants  visited  the  ship.  On  this  day,  in  the 
quiet  of  the  Sabbath  sunlight,  how  strongly  the  thoughts  revert  to 
country,  home,  family,  and  friends,  from  all  of  whom,  alas,  we  are  sep¬ 
arated  under  such  painful  circumstances. 

We  learn  by  late  papers  from  Barbados  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone 
State  was  in  that  island  on  the  21st  of  July,  in  search  of  us.  She  has 
not  yet  found  us.  There  was  quite  a  flutter  in  the  dovecote  at  Key 
West,  too,  on  the  8th  of  July,  when  the  news  of  our  arrival  at  Cien- 
fuegos  reached  them.  There  was  prompt  coaling  and  steaming  up  on 
board  the  Niagara  and  Crusader ,  which  vessels  supposed  they  might 
overtake  us  at  Cienfuegos  or  Trinidad,  and  blockade  us  anew,  only  in 
her  Majesty’s  dominions.  Soft,  Mr.  Shufeldt,  and  soft,  Captain  McKean 
— we  had  anticipated  all  this  display  of  black  Bepublican  zeal.  We 
knew  that  the  Y'ankee  man  at  Cienfuegos  would  telegraph  the  Yankee 
man  at  Havana,  and  that  the  latter  would  send  a  fishing  smack  to  Key 
West,  and  we  knew  that  the  enemy  had  ships  at  that  point.  Soft,  Mr. 
Shufeldt.  A  long  and  steady  rain  during  the  night. 

Monday ,  August  26. — Morning  cloudy,  clearing  off  about  9  o’clock. 
Coaling  and  receiving  wood  and  water.  Little  breeze  and  warm.  The 
governor  sends  me  an  apology  by  the  paymaster  for  not  being  able 
to  show  me  some  official  civility  and  hopes  that  I  will  return  at  some 
future  period  under  different  circumstances.  The  dunce !  His  Govern¬ 
ment  recognizes  me  a  belligerent,  and  this  entitles  me  to  all  the  atten¬ 
tion  he  could  show  the  other  party  in  the  war. 

Tuesday ,  August  27. — Morning  cloudy,  clearing  as  the  day  advanced. 
Got  sights  for  my  chronometers,  which  gave  me  satisfactory  results. 
Still  coaling  and  waterlog.  We  hear  a  report  that  there  are  two  ships 
of  war  off  the  entrance,  keeping  themselves  out  of  sight,  hoping  to 
waylay  us.  A  fisherman  is  said  to  have  supplied  one  of  them  with  fish. 
He  also  reports  them  to  have  sent  in  for  water  to  one  of  the  seacoast 
plantations.  We  shall  be  ready  for  sea  in  a  couple  of  days,  when  we 
will  verify  this  report.  The  codfish  and  cheese  community,  with  the 
Yankee  consul  who  has  the  negro  wife  at  their  head,  has  been  in  a 
great  stew  ever  since  we  have  been  here,  endeavoring  to  frustrate  our 
coaling  by  carrying  on  the  big  business  of  buying  off  lighters,  etc. 
The  nightly  gatherings  of  skippers  and  small  shopkeepers  must 
keep  the  little  town  of  Paramaribo  in  an  unwonted  state  of  excite¬ 
ment.  The  governor  sends  me  to-day  a  u clean  bill  of  health”  by  way 
of  a  sort  of  leave  taking.  Poor  man,  he  would  no  doubt  be  glad  to 
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have  me  go,  that  he  may  get  rid  of  the  awful  responsibility  reposed 
upon  him  and  his  company  of  soldiers  by  my  presence  here.  Evening 
breezeless  and  warm,  inviting  those  pestiferous  little  insects,  the  mos¬ 
quitoes,  to  board  us.  We  have  rumors  of  a  battle  having  been  fought 
at  Manassas  (in  a  private  letter  from  Demerara)  and  of  our  having 
driven  back  the  Northern  hordes.  As  this  news  comes  through  the 
enemy’s  own  channels,  he  must  be  badly  beaten. 

Wednesday ,  August  28. — Bright,  elastic  morning,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  the  S.  E.  Suspended  the  second  lieutenant  from  duty  for  remain¬ 
ing  out  of  the  ship  during  his  watch  without  leave  and  sending  off  a 
midshipman  to  keep  it,  in  violation  of  the  general  orders  of  the  ship, 
and  justifying  the  act  when  called  on  in  my  cabin  for  an  explanation. 
Coaling  and  watering.  To-day  the  story  of  two  men-of-war  being  off 
the  bar,  said  to  have  been  brought  by  a  fisherman,  is  discredited.  It 
dwindles  down  to  one  merchant  ship  having  been  seen.  As  no  sail  has 
been  signaled  it  is  probably  the  story  of  the  three  white  crows.  At 
all  events  we  are  nearly  ready  for  sea  and  shall  try  to  get  out  to-mor¬ 
row.  In  the  afternoon  I  took  a  walk  on  shore,  strolling  along  the 
beautiful  avenue  leading  from  the  Government  house  northward.  It  is 
a  fine  beaten  track  lined  with  cottages  on  either  side,  many  in  a  very 
dilapidated  condition.  Nature  seemed  unwilling  to  admit  of  even  the 
intrusion  of  so  much  cleared  space  as  was  necessary  for  the  road,  and 
the  rich,  dark  soil  on  either  hand  pushed  its  magnificent  forest  trees 
and  undergrowth  in  a  wilderness  of  green  to  the  very  margin  of  the 
road,  and  little  or  no  cultivated  land  enclosed,  and  this  wilderness 
seemed  to  be  alive  with  birds  and  insects;  among  the  former  the  parrot 
seemed  to  be  the  most  numerous  and  most  lively,  with  its  cheerful 
note.  Evening,  black  clouds,  threatening  rain.  Everybody  very  polite, 
but  niggerdom  will  not  work  sua  sponte. 

Thursday ,  August  29. — Morning  clear,  afternoon  cloudy,  witn  the 
wind  from  the  north.  Having  at  length,  after  a  delay  of  ten  days,  com¬ 
pleted  coaling  and  watering  ship,  I  sent  for  the  pilot  at  9  a.  m.  to  take 
us  to  sea.  He  came  on  board,  and  having  decided  that  the  tide  would 
not  be  suitable  until  after  nightfall  I  directed  him  to  come  on  board 
at  a  suitable  time  in  the  morning.  The  coal  merchant,  who  is  an  intel¬ 
ligent  mulatto,  is  a  large  owner  of  slaves,  and  gave  me  a  good  deal  of 
information  as  to  planting,  etc.,  in  the  colony.  Sugar  and  cocoa  are 
the  chief  products.  Coffee  is  not  produced,  and  cotton,  though  some 
attempts  to  raise  it  are  made,  is  a  failure.  The  mother  country,  like  a 
sensible  stepdame,  makes  the  colony  pay  its  own  expenses  through  a 
system  of  taxes  on  imports  and  exports  and  a  direct  tax  upon  property. 
But  a  small  portion  of  the  lands  (on  the  borders  of  the  rivers)  are 
brought  into  cultivation,  owing  to  the  want  of  labor.  All  classes  are 
being  mixed  here,  and  all  these  Guianas,  in  course  of  time,  will  follow 
the  fate  of  the  West  Indies  and  be  owned  and  governed  by  a  mixed 
race  of  whites  and  blacks. 

Friday ,  August  30. — Weather  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
southward  and  eastward.  Lighted  the  fires  and  raised  steam  for  the 
purpose  of  running  out,  but  the  cabin  and  wardroom  stewards  having 
failed  to  come  on  board  at  the  usual  hour  an  officer  was  sent  to  hunt 
them  up.  Upon  the  return  of  this  officer  it  became  manifest  that  both 
these  men  had  deserted.  I  immediately  dispatched  a  letter  to  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  acquainting  him  with  the  fact  and  asking  his  interference  to 
nave  them  apprehended,  and  sent  the  bearer  of  the  letter  also  to  the 
chief  of  police,  informing  that  officer  that  a  reward  of  50  guilders 
each  would  be  paid  for  their  apprehension.  Promises  were  made  by 
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both  that  every  exertion  should  be  made.  Ordered  the  first  lieutenant 
to  permit  the  steam  to  go  down  to  await  the  result  of  the  search. 
Pilot  on  board.  Having  waited  until  2  p.  m.  I  got  underway  and  we 
steamed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  we  came  to.  I  did  this 
in  hope  that  my  two  deserters,  thinking  I  had  gone  to  sea,  would  come 
out  of  their  hiding  places,  when  the  police  would  seize  them.  About 
11  p.  m.,  at  half  flood,  I  dispatched  a  boat  to  town  with  a  midshipman 
and  the  pilot  to  learn  whether  the  fugitives  had  been  apprehended. 
The  boat  returned  at  8  next  morning  with  the  report  from  the  commis¬ 
sioner  of  police  that  the  deserters  had  been  traced  to  the  “  bush,”  as 
he  expressed  it,  and  that  for  the  present  there  was  but  little  hope  of 
their  capture.  Visited  in  the  evening  a  sugar  estate. 

Saturday ,  August  31. — After  the  return  of  our  boat,  as  narrated 
above,  we  got  up  steam  and  ran  out  to  sea,  crossing  the  bar  at  merid¬ 
ian.  Weather  line,  with  the  breeze  pretty  fresh  from  the  N.  E. 
Having  run  off  the  coast  some  7  or  8  miles  north,  as  a  blind,  at  1  p.  m. 
hauled  up  E.  J  S.,  with  the  intention  of  running  along  on  soundings  to 
avoid  the  current.  In  good  trim  and  making  fair  speed. 

**##### 

Sunday ,  September  1. — Cloudy;  no  meridian  observation.  Experi¬ 
enced  no  easterly  current.  Night,  weather  thick,  with  drizzling  rain. 
Calm  during  the  day,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  eastward  at  night¬ 
fall. 

Monday ,  September  2. — Morning  bright,  with  a  fine,  elastic  breeze 
from  the  eastward.  Some  sea  on,  and  we  are  rolling  over  the  some¬ 
what  turbid,  green  waters,  indicating  soundings  near  Cape  Orange. 
Light  breezes  all  day  and  strong  tide  rips.  Current  1£  miles  per  hour 
to  the  northward.  Nothing  seen.  Latitude,  4°  50';  longitude,  50°  20'. 

Tuesday ,  September  3. — Weather  fine,  sea  blue,  breeze  fresh  from 
about  E.  by  S.  Nothing  seen.  Exercised  the  crew  at  general  quar¬ 
ters.  Latitude,  3°  05';  longitude,  48°  44'.  We  are  to-day,  at  noon, 
within  some  45  miles  of  the  place  from  which  we  bore  up  on  the  11th 
of  August  for  want  of  coal,  so  that  it  has  only  cost  us  three  days  and  a 
half,  or  about  50  tons  of  coal,  to  regain  our  position.  Unfortunately, 
however,  we  have  lost  what  is  much  more  valuable,  twenty-three  days. 
These,  however,  can  not  be  said  to  have  been  wholly  lost,  as  the  dis¬ 
play  of  our  flag  in  Cayenne  and  Surinam  has  had  an  excellent  effect. 

Wednesday,  September  4. — Weather  clear,  with  a  fresh  trade  from 
about  E.  by  S.  Most  of  the  time  we  have  carried  fore  and  aft  sails  and 
have  made  a  fine  run  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  175  miles,  expe¬ 
riencing  no  current.  We  have  now  passed  the  mouths  of  the  Amazon 
and  are  in  about  25  fathoms  of  water  on  the  Brazil  side  of  the  river. 
Fortuna  favet  diligentibus.  At  1:20  p.  m.  discovered  a  sail  a  point  on 
the  weather  bow,  which  soon  passed  out  of  sight  about  a  point  on  the 
lee  bow;  could  not  make  her  out,  but  supposed  her  to  be  a  brig.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  we  could  have  overhauled  her  before  night  in  the 
stiff  trade  wind  that  was  blowing.  Time  and  coal  being  important  to 
us,  we  did  not  chase.  Crossed  the  equator  at  7 :30  p.  m.  in  longitude 
46°  40',  and  sounded  in  20  fathoms  of  water.  Latitude  at  noon,  44'  N. ; 
longitude,  47°  12'. 

Thursday ,  September  5. — Wind  fresh  from  the  E.  S.  E.  Doubled 
Cape  Gurupi  during  the  early  morning  and  sounded  at  meridian  in  8 
fathoms  of  water  with  no  land  in  sight.  Hauled  up  more  to  the  east¬ 
ward.  At  3 :30  p.  m.  made  the  island  of  San  Joao  on  the  starboard  bow. 
Hauled  in  with  this  island  and  doubled  its  northeastern  end  in  6  and  7 
fathoms  water  and  shaped  the  course  S.  E.  by  S.,  which  carried  us  into 
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some  very  broken  ground,  the  soundings  varying  in  a  few  casts  from  7 
to  4  fathoms.  Hauled  her  out  more  to  the  eastward  until  we  struck  8 
fathoms,  when  we  ran  along  in  very  equal  soundings  until  we  made 
the  light  at  Mount  Itacolomi,  bearing  S.  by  W.  JAY.  Anchored  in 
half  an  hour  afterwards  in  6J  fathoms.  Latitude,  1°  03'  S.;  longi¬ 
tude,  44°  48'.  . 

Friday,  September  6. — Morning  thick  with  gathering  clouds  and  wind 
increasing  to  half  a  gale  by  9  a.  m.  At  7  a.  m.  hove  up  and  in  doing  so 
broke  our  anchor  in  the  shank  near  the  ring,  it  having  caught  doubt¬ 
less  in  the  rocky  bottom.  At  the  fracture  the  metal  was  seen  to  have 
been  very  indifferent.  Ran  in  toward  the  light,  and  with  much  anx¬ 
iety  ran  into  the  bay  (no  pilot  being  in  sight),  rounded  safely  the  shoals 
off  Mount  Itacolomi  and  passed  the  Meio  Shoal,  when  to  our  great 
astonishment  we  suddenly  ran  upon  a  sand  bank  having  two  fathoms 
of  water  upon  it.  It  was  a  mere  ridge,  and  fortunately  we  hung  upon 
it  only  about  half  [a]  minute,  knocking  off  our  false  keel,  but  cloing  no 
other  injury  that  we  could  perceive.  The  tide  afterwards  fell  5  feet  in 
an  hour  and  a  half.  How  lucky,  therefore,  that  we  did  not  strike  an 
hour  and  a  half  later.  We  anchored  after  having  again  found  the 
soundings  (so  irregular  as  to  show  us  that  we  had  gotten  upon  very 
foul  ground)  to  the  westward  where  the  chart  showed  clean  ground  and 
bold  water,  and  seeing  some  fishing  boats  on  the  shore  adjacent  we 
sent  a  boat  and  picked  up  a  fisherman  who  took  us  up  to  the  town  of 
Maranham,  where  we  anchored  about  5  p.  m.  A  Brazilian  lieutenant 
of  the  navy,  who  visited  us  soon  after  on  the  part  of  the  admiral, 
congratulated  me  irpon  my  fortunate  escape,  both  on  the  outer  coast 
and  in  running  the  harbor,  as  the  Brazilian  ships  of  war  never  thought 
of  going  northward  without  a  coast  pilot. 

Saturday ,  September  7. — Wind  blowing  a  gale.  This  is  the  Brazilian 
Independence  Day  and  all  the  men-of-war  and  some  of  the  merchant 
ships  are  gaily  decorated  with  flags,  and  the  former  have  fired  salutes. 
As  our  young  nation  has  not  yet  been  recognized  we  have  taken  no 
part  in  these  proceedings. 

Sunday ,  September  8. — Blowing  fresh  from  the  eastward.  Visited  the 
shore,  but  too  late  for  mass.  Dined  with  Mr.  Olivier,  a  native  of  Louis¬ 
iana  settled  here.  Grand  ball  at  the  palace  this  evening ;  not  invited, 
the  stupid  authorities,  though  individually  well  inclined,  seeming  fear¬ 
ful  of  committing  themselves  in  some  way.  Anniversary  of  Molino  del 
Bey. 

Monday,  September  9. — Fresh  breeze,  with  clear  weather.  Feeling 
the  necessity  of  some  change  I  took  up  my  quarters  this  morning  on 
shore,  at  the  Hotel  Porto,  where  I  am  very  comfortable.  During  the 
morning  I  called  to  seethe  president  of  the  department,  but  he  excused 
himself  on  account  of  indisposition  and  appointed  12  o’clock  to-morrow 
for  an  interview.  Captain  Pinto,  of  the  Brazilian  navy,  the  captain  of 
the  port,  and  the  chief  of  police,  the  president’s  confidential  friend  and 
adviser,  called  to  see  me  and  read  to  me  a  protest  which  the  U.  S. 
consul  had  made  to  the  Government  against  my  being  permitted  to 
receive  coal,  and  indeed  requiring  the  Government  to  cause  me  to 
depart,  alleging  that  I  had  not  been  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of 
any  of  the  European  powers.  I  contradicted  the  false  statements  of 
this  paper,  and  it  was  agreed  that  in  the  interview  which  I  was  to  hold 
with  the  president  to-morrow  we  would  discuss  this  and  other  matters. 

Tuesday,  September  10. — Fresh  trades,  with  occasional  clouds.  Called 
upon  the  president  at  12,  and  was  admitted  to  an  interview,  the  chief 
of  police  and  Captain  Pinto  being  present.  I  exhibited  to  the  presi- 
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dent  my  commission,  and  read  to  him  a  portion  of  my  instructions,  to 
show  him  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Confederate  States  to  cultivate 
friendly  relations  with  other  powers,  and  to  pay  particular  respect  to 
neutral  property  and  rights,  and  the  better  to  satisfy  him  that  he  might 
supply  me  with  coal  without  a  departure  from  neutrality,  and  to  con¬ 
tradict  the  false  statements  of  the  U.  S.  consul,  I  exhibited  to  him  a 
newspaper  from  Trinidad  setting  forth  the  fact  that  the  question  of  the 
propriety  of  supplying  me  with  coal  in  that  island  had  been  formally  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  law  officers  of  theCrown  and  decided  in  my  favor,  etc.  The 
president  then  announced  to  me  that  I  might  purchase  whatever  sup¬ 
plies  I  wanted,  coal  included,  but  munitions  of  war  excepted.  I  then 
stated  to  him  that  this  war  was  in  fact  a  war  as  much  in  behalf  of 
Brazil  as  of  ourselves;  that  we  were  fighting  the  first  battle  in  favor 
of  slavery,  and  that  if  we  were  beaten  in  the  contest,  Brazil  would  be 
the  next  one  to  be  assailed  by  Yankee  and  English  propagandists. 
These  remarks  were  favorablv  received,  the  three  gentlemen  evidently 
sympathizing  with  us. 

Wednesday ,  September  11. — Fresh  wind  and  cloudy.  Painting  ship 
and  making  preparations  for  the  reception  of  coal.  We  are  looking 
anxiously  for  the  arrival  of  the  Bio  mail  steamer,  as  we  have  a  report 
brought  by  a  Portuguese  vessel  from  Pernambuco  that  a  great  battle 
had  been  fought,  that  we  have  beaten  the  enemy,  and  that  we  have 
marched  up[onj  Washington.  God  grant  that  our  just  cause  may  thus 
have  triumphed.  The  whole  town  is  agog  discussing  our  affairs.  Dif¬ 
ferent  parties  take  different  views  of  them,  the  opposition  party  in  the 
legislature,  which  is  in  session,  being  disposed  to  censure  the  Govern¬ 
ment  for  its  reception  of  us. 

Thursday ,  September  12. — Clear,  with  passing  clouds;  trade  wind 
fresh  as  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year;  indeed,  these  winds  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  in  force  until  December,  when  they  will  gradually 
give  place  to  the  rains.  It  has  been  a  favorite  project  of  mine  from  the 
commencement  of  the  cruise  to  run  off'  Cape  St.  Boque  and  there  way¬ 
lay  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  in  its  transit  both  ways,  but  the  stroug 
gales  and  strong  current  which  now  prevail  will  interfere  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  with  my  plan,  and  I  must  postpone  it  for  awhile.  If  the  war  con¬ 
tinues  I  shall  hope  to  put  it  in  execution  at  the  proper  time.  It  was  at  one 
time  reported  to-day  that  there  were  two  United  States  vessels  of  war 
awaiting  us  outside  off  Santa  Anna  [Brazil],  but  the  report  proved  to 
be  the  offspring  of  the  excited  imaginations  of  the  townspeople.  Had 
a  conversation  this  evening  with  Senor  Bodrigues,  an  intelligent  law¬ 
yer  and  the  speaker  of  the  deputies,  on  the  subject  of  the  war.  I  found 
him  pretty  well  informed,  considering  that  he  had  received  his  infor¬ 
mation  through  the  polluted  channels  of  the  Northern  newspapers.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  we  had  been  precipitate  in  breaking  our  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  North,  but  I  told  him  we  had  been  the  most  patient,  long 
suffering  people  in  the  world,  and  had  waited  till  the  last  moment  pos¬ 
sible  in  hopes  that  the  fanaticism  which  swayed  the  North  would  pass 
away,  and  that  the  responsibility  of  breaking  up  the  once  great  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  North  rested  entirely  upon  the  propagandists  of  that 
section.  Two  coal  lighters  alongside. 

Friday ,  September  13. — Cloudy,  with  the  wind  very  fresh  from  the  east¬ 
ward.  The  town  is  still  busy  discussing  our  affairs.  A  deputy  asked 
me  seriously  yesterday  if  the  president  had  not  ordered  me  to  haul  my 
flag  down  as  not  being  recognized.  He  said  that  the  assembly  had 
called  upon  him  for  an  explanation  of  the  course  he  had  adopted 
toward  us,  but  that  lie  had  declined  to  respond.  It  is  reported,  too, 
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that  there  are  two  ships  of  war  awaiting’  us  outside,  near  the  Santa 
Anna  light. 

Saturday ,  September  14. — Cloudy,  with  fresh  trades.  Having  finished 
coaling  and  receiving  our  other  supplies,  we  are  engaged  to-day  in  pay¬ 
ing  off  our  bills.  1  have  been  enabled  to  negotiate  a  draft  for  $2,000 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  J.  Wetson,  one  of  our  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen,  temporarily  here,  having  been  patriotic  enough  to  advance  me 
this  sum  on  the  faith  of  his  Government.  He  not  only  thus  aided  us, 
but  was  very  anxious  to  come  on  board  in  person,  if  [he]  could  have 
wound  up  his  business  in  time.  In  the  evening  at  7  p.  m.  1  removed  on 
board  from  the  Hotel  Porto,  preparatory  to  going  to  sea  tomorrow. 

Sunday ,  September  15. — Cloudy,  with  very  fresh  trades.  Deceived  a 
pilot  on  board  at  9  a.  m.  and  gave  orders  to  get  up  steam.  At  1 1  a.  m. 
mustered  the  crew  and  read  the  articles  of  war.  At  12  got  underway 
and  stood  out  of  the  harbor.  Mr.  Wetson  accompanied  us  and  returned 
with  the  pilot.  At  3:30  p.  m.  discharged  the  pilot,  Mount  Itacolomi 
bearing  W.  N.  W.  Steered  N.  N.  E.  until  this  mount  bore  W.,  when 
we  steered  N.  E.,  etc. 

Monday ,  September  16. — Fresh  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  all  the  past 
night  and  early  this  morning,  and  cloudy.  At  6  a.  m.  kept  away  N.  and 
afterward  N.  by  E.£  E.,  with  fore-and-aft  sails  set.  Iu  lieu  of  my  St. 
Eoque  cruise  for  the  present  I  am  bound  for  the  crossing  line  of  the 
calm  belt  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere,  for  homeward-bound  California 
and  Brazilian  vessels,  etc.  Nothing  in  sight.  Latitude,  17'  S.;  longi¬ 
tude,  42°  59'  W. 

Tuesday ,  September  17. — Deep  blue  sea,  with  a  transparent  atmos¬ 
phere,  trade  clouds,  and  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  At  11 :30  let  the 
steam  go  down,  and  uncoupled  the  propeller  and  put  the  ship  under 
sail.  Exercised  the  crew  at  general  quarters.  Not  quite  up  yet  with 
our  cruising  ground.  Latitude,  2°  19'  N. ;  longitude,  41°  29'  W. 

Wednesday ,  September  18. — Clear  and  cloudy  by  turns,  with  half  a 
gale  of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  and  an  ugly  sea  thumping  us  under  the 
counter  and  causing  usto  roll  heavily.  We  are  on  our  cruising  ground, 
but  have  seen  nothing.  Bore  up  in  the  afternoon  and  ran  north  to 
reach  the  calm  belt.  Latitude,  3°  38';  longitude,  40°  57'. 

Thursday ,  September  19. — Sea  of  indigo  blue,  and  a  whole  topsail 
breeze  from  the  S.  E.  with  a  heavy  sea,  causing  us  to  roll  and  tumble 
about  to  our  great  discomfort.  I  was  obliged  even  to  betake  myself 
from  my  berth  to  my  hammock.  Hove  to  at  8  a.  m.,  but  filled  away 
again  at  9.  Experienced  a  current  of  20  miles  setting  S.  E.  in  the  teeth 
of  the  wind  and  heavy  sea.  Nothing  in  sight ;  weather  not  very  clear. 
Latitude,  4°  33';  longitude,  40°  41'.  Steering  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  W. 
under  topsails. 

Friday ,  September  20. — Clear  weather,  with  fresh  gales  from  the  S.  E. 
and  a  heavy  sea.  At  1  p.  m.  uncoupled  the  propeller  and  made  all  sail 
to  overcome  the  southeasterly  current  which  we  had  experienced  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  twenty-four  hours;  a  current  of  about  40  miles  S.  E. 
Ship  rolling  and  tumbling  about  to  our  great  discomfort.  Latitude, 
4°  46';  longitude,  41°. 

Saturday,  September  21. — Weather  clear  and  pleasantly  cool,  with 
fresh  breezes  from  the  S.  E.  and  a  heavy  sea.  Current  last  twenty- 
four  hours  S.  E.  44  miles.  We  have  been  three  days  trying  to  get  to 
the  westward,  making  but  a  snail’s  pace  every  day,  owing  to  this  cur¬ 
rent.  Nothing  in  sight,  though  we  are  now  near  the  track  of  home¬ 
ward  ships  from  the  Pacific  and  the  coast  of  Brazil.  Lucky  ships, 
unlucky  Sumter!  Latitude,  5°  12';  longitude,  41°  59'.  But  patience! 
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Sunday,  September  22. — Weather  clear  and  fine,  with  moderate  breezes 
from  the  S.  E.  Steering-  to  the  westward  to  approach  more  nearly  the 
line  of  crossing  along  which  we  design  to  cruise,  but  we  find  it  a  diffi¬ 
cult  task  to  make  westing  against  the  strong  easterly  current  that  has 
beset  us  for  the  last  four  days.  To-day  its  set  was  E.  by  S.  §  S.,  aud  it 
drifted  us  in  twenty-four  hours  55  miles.  We  have  not  seen  a  sail 
since  leaving  Maranham,  a  week  to-day.  Dull  cruising.  At  11  mus¬ 
tered  and  inspected  the  crew  and  ship.  Latitude,  5°  37'  N. ;  longitude, 
42o  i2'  w. 

Monday ,  September  23. — Clear,  with  passing  clouds;  wind  light,  from 
the  S.  E.,  veering  aud  hauling  2  or  3  points.  We  have  experienced 
iu  the  last  three  days  a  remarkable  succession  of  tide  rips,  coming 
on  every  twelve  hours  and  about  one  hour  before  the  passage  of  the 
moon  over  the  meridian.  We  have  observed  five  of  these  rips,  and  with 
such  regularity  that  we  attribute  them  to  the  lunar  influence  attract¬ 
ing  the  waters  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the  prevailing  current, 
which  is  east,  at  the  rate  of  some  2  miles  per  hour.  We  had  a  small 
gull  to  fly  on  board  of  us  to-day,  at  the  distance  of  500  miles  from  the 
nearest  land.  The  tide  rips  came  up  from  the  south  and  traveled 
north,  approaching  first  with  a  heavy  swell,  which  caused  us,  being 
broadside  on,  to  roll  so  violently  that  we  kept  the  ship  off  her  course 
from  2  to  3  points  to  bring  the  roller  more  on  the  quarter.  These 
rollers  would  be  followed  by  a  confused,  tumultuous  sea,  foaming  and 
fretting  in  every  direction  as  if  we  were  among  breakers.  We  were,  in 
fact,  among  breakers,  but  fortunately  with  no  bottom  near.  No  boat 
could  have  lived  in  such  a  caldron  as  was  produced  by  this  meeting 
of  the  waters.  They  generally  passed  us  in  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  when  everything  would  become  comparatively  smooth  again.  No 
observation  to-day  for  latitude,  but  by  computation  we  are  in  latitude 
5°  25',  and  longitude,  chronometer,  42°  19',  current  E.  by  S.  58  miles. 
So  curious  were  the  phenomena  of  the  rips  that  the  officers  and  men 
came  on  deck  upon  their  approach  to  witness  them.  No  sail  in  sight. 

Tuesday ,  September  24. — Morning  cloudy,  with  rain;  wind  light  from 
the  S.  S.  W.  aud  S.  W. ;  weather  clearing  partially  about  noon.  Slowly 
and  tediously  plodding  our  way  to  the  westward.  Tide  rips  not  so 
heavy  this  moruing,  and  we  have  experienced  less  current,  it  being  east 
30  miles.  This  is  our  ninth  day  out,  and  we  have  not  sighted  a  sail  in 
all  thattime.  Latitude, 5° 33' N. ;  longitude, 42° 27'  W.  Wehavebeen 
for  the  last  three  days  within  15  or  20  miles  of  the  direct  line  between 
St.  Roque  and  New  York,  but  nothing  has  passed.  Tide  rips  at  night¬ 
fall. 

Wednesday ,  September  25. — Cloudy,  with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the 
S.  W.,  freshening  as  the  day  advanced.  At  G  a.  m.  the  welcome  cry  of 
“Sail,  ho!”  was  heard  from  the  masthead.  The  sail,  some  15  miles  dis¬ 
tant,  bore  N.  E.  by  E.  Ordered  steam  got  up  and  at  G  :30  steered  up  for 
the  stranger.  At  9  came  near  enough  to  show  him  the  United  States 
colors,  soon  after  which  he  himself  showed  similar  colors.  Hailed  him 
and  found  him  to  be  the  brigantine  Jos.  Pari: ,  of  Boston,  six  days  out 
from  Pernambuco,  in  ballast.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  aud  captured  him, 
hauling  down  the  United  States  colors  and  hoisting  our  own  as  soon  as 
our  officers  got  on  board.  The  prize  had  a  crew  of  7  persons  and 
1  passenger.  Brought  them  all  on  board  and  put  Lieutenant  Evans  on 
board  the  prize,  with  a  midshipman  and  five  men,  with  orders  to  cruise 
in  company  as  a  scout  ship  for  the  discovery  of  passing  sails.  At  1  p. 
in.,  having  let  the  steam  go  down,  put  the  ship  under  sail  again,  with 
her  head  to  the  westward,  the  Park  taking  a  station  to  the  westward 
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and  to  windward  of  us.  At  nightfall  the  scout  ship  drew  in  under  oui 
guns  and  followed  our  light  at  the  peak  during  the  night.  Latitude, 
6°  20'  N.;  longitude,  42°  27'  W. 

Thursday ,  September  26— Morning  line  and  clear,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  The  Parle  again  assumed  her  station  some  9  or  10 
miles  to  the  westward  of  us.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters.  The 
tide  rips  still  continue,  but  not  so  violent.  Water  green,  as  if  we  were 
on  soundings.  Afternoon  calm.  The  gratifying  news  of  our  troops 
having  obtained  a  great  victory  near  Manassas  Junction,  the  rumor  of 
which  we  had  heard  in  Maranham,  is  at  length  confirmed  by  Northern 
newspapers  found  on  board  the  prize.  The  Yankees  must  have  been 
terribly  thrashed,  since  they  admit  themselves  that  they  were  badly 
beaten.  I  learn  also  through  the  medium  of  one  of  the  intercepted 
letters  that  we  have  beaten  the  enemy,  too,  in  Missouri  and  killed  Gen¬ 
eral  Lyon,  one  of  the  sudden  notorieties  of  the  revolution.  This  news 
comes  per  steamer  via  Portugal.  I  have  been  looking  over  the  log  of 
the  prize— a  very  elegant  specimen  of  English  literature,  by  the  way— 
and  was  amused  at  finding  the  following  expression  entered  therein  on 
the  day  after  she  sailed  from  Boston  for  Pernambuco :  “We  have  a  tight, 
fast  vessel,  and  so  we  don’t  care  for  Jeff.  Davis.”  My  unfortunate  prisoner 
“hallooed  before  he  got  out  of  the  woods.”  The  scout  ship  has  drawn 
in  without  having  seen  anything  during  the  day.  Learn  from  an  inter¬ 
cepted  letter  of  the  defeat  and  death  of  General  Lyon. 

Friday ,  September  27. — A  beautiful,  clear  morning,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  eastward  after  a  calm  night.  Called  in  the  scout  ship  by  sig¬ 
nal  to  get  a  piece  of  timber  from  on  board  of  her  with  which  to  make  a 
quoin  for  the  pivot  gun.  Latitude,  0°  24'  N. ;  longitude,  43°  10'  W. 

Saturday ,  September  28. — Morning  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
N.E.  Evening  cloudy,  with  squally  appearances,  and  wind  from  the 
S.W.  Called  the  prize  brig  within  hail  and  got  on  board  from  her  her 
water  and  provisions,  a  few  sails,  spars,  etc.  Withdrew  the  prize  crew 
and  practiced  firing  at  her  as  a  target  at  the  distance  of  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile.  At  nightfall  set  her  on  fire,  and  thus  offered  another 
sacrifice  to  the  god  of  war.  Latitude,  6°  10' ;  longitude,  44°  20'. 

Sunday ,  September  29. — Beautiful,  clear  morning,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  theS.  E.,  and  a  smooth  sea.  Latitude,  6°  55';  longitude,  45°  08'. 
Evening  set  in  squally  and  rainy.  Running  along  to  the  N.  W.  under 
the  topsails. 

Monday,  September  30. — Commences  with  cloudy  weather  and  ram 
squalls.  Latitude,  7°  33';  longitude,  45°  28'.  We  are  again  getting 
tired  of  dull  work,  having  seen  nothing  siuce  our  capture  of  the  25th 
instant.  At  8  p.  m.  a  little  excitement  was  produced  by  several  per¬ 
sons  at  once  singing  out,  “Light,  ho !  ”  Several  were  sure  that  they  saw  a 
red  light  very  distinctly,  and  as  this  could  be  none  other  than  a  steamer’s 
light  (it  being  very  calm)  the  engineer  was  ordered  to  fire  up  and  all 
hands  were  called,  the  lights  screened,  and  the  battery  cleared.  After 
observing  the  horizon,  however,  for  some  time,  it  became  manifest  that 
it  was  only  a  meteor  or  a  setting  star  on  a  hazy  horizon  that  had  been 
seen.  The  hammocks  were  again  piped  down  and  the  fires  banked. 

Tuesday ,  October  1. — Cloudy  and  calm  in  forenoon.  Weather  very 
warm  and  rolling  about  uncomfortably,  with  nothing  in  sight.  Exer¬ 
cised  the  crew  at  general  quarters.  Afternoon  a  settled  rain;  sailors 
up  to  their  eyes  in  fresh  water  and  soap,  so  few  opportunities  for  wash¬ 
ing  have  we  had.  Weather  continued  thick  and  rainy  through  the 
night.  Latitude,  7°  39' ;  longitude,  45°  55'. 

Wednesday ,  October  2. — Early  morning  partially  cloudy,  clearing  away 
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beautifully  toward  noon,  witli  a  pleasant  breeze  from  the  1ST.  W.,  remind¬ 
ing  us  of  our  Gulf  of  Mexico  weather  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Lati¬ 
tude,  8°  19';  longitude,  46°  23'.  Evening  and  night  calm:  ship  rolling 
lazily  to  some  sea. 

Thursday ,  October  3. — A  charming  day,  with  a  light  bracing  breeze 
from  the  S.  E.  Although  we  have  a  bright  sun  and  a  distant  horizon, 
there  is  nothing  in  sight.  Eolling  along  to  the  N.W.  under  topsails. 
Latitude,  8°  30';  longitude,  46°  2P. 

Friday ,  October  4. — Weather  clear  and  beautiful,  with  trade  clouds, 
a  light  breeze  from  the  eastward,  and  a  smooth,  undulating  sea.  Noth¬ 
ing  in  sight.  This  is  somewhat  singular,  as  we  are  near  the  usual  route 
for  vessels  between  St.  Eoque  and  New  York,  and  on  the  supposition 
that  they  would  pass  within  75  miles  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  this 
line,  which  is  a  large  allowance,  and  that  our  circle  of  vision  from  the 
masthead  has  a  radius  of  15  miles,  we  should  see  every  fifth  tha  t  passes, 
and  yet  we  have  seen  but  one  in  seventeen  days.  This  want  of  success 
draws  largely  upon  the  Christian  virtue  of  patience,  and  calls  for  another 
virtue,  perseverance.  Latitude,  8°  55' ;  longitude,  46°  58'.  Steered  west 
and  south  during  the  night.  We  have  undoubtedly  struck  the  N.  E. 
trades  to-day. 

Saturday ,  October  5. — Morning  beautiful  and  clear,  with  fresh  breezes 
from  about  E.  N.  E.  At  10,  “Sail,  ho!”  was  cried  from  aloft  in  a  long 
cadence,  as  if  the  lookout  would  mark  the  occurrence,  now  become  so 
unfrequent,  by  a  note  of  admiration.  The  sail  bore  dead  to  wind¬ 
ward  of  us  and  was  a  great  way  off,  probably  some  17  or  18  miles. 
I  immediately  gave  orders  to  get  up  steam,  and  in  half  an  hour  we 
were  under  its  power  with  the  sails  all  furled  and  heading  for  the 
strange  sail.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  chase  was  standing 
across  our  bow  to  the  northwest  and  was,  therefore,  most  probably 
from  the  coast  of  Brazil  or  the  Pacific.  As  she  had  a  very  fresh  and 
fair  wind  I  feared  the  chase  would  prove  long  and  tedious,  but  after 
awhile,  as  the  chase  altered  her  bearing,  we  were  enabled  to  put  sail 
on  the  ship,  and  although  the  stranger  crowded  all  sail  and  was  evi¬ 
dently  fast,  we  overhauled  him  after  an  animated  and  exciting  run  of 
three  and  a  quarter  hours.  But  we  were  greatly  disappointed  to  see 
him  show,  when  we  had  approached  very  near  him,  English  colors. 
Hove  him  to  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  him.  He  proved  to  be  the 
brig  Spartan ,  of  Halifax,  from  Eio  to  St.  Thomas,  from  Eio  4th  Sep¬ 
tember,  with  no  news,  except,  as  he  said,  “the  Northerners  are  catching 
hell.”  “ How?”  enquired  the  officer.  “Why,  by  getting  themselves 
so  badly  whipped  by  the  Southerners.”  We  had  boarded  him  under 
United  States  colors.  The  skipper  was  a  little  ruffled,  no  doubt,  by 
being  hove  to.  Latitude,  9°  13' ;  longitude,  47°  21'.  Bore  away  to  the 
southward  and  eastward  under  sail,  letting  the  steam  go  down.  This 
night  was  what  seamen  call  a  “dirty  one.”  The  wind  increased  to  a 
moderate  gale,  getting  up  quite  a  heavy  sea,  and  a  succession  of 
violent  rain  squalls  passed  over  us.  The  ship  rolled  and  tumbled  so 
violently  as  to  render  every  one  uncomfortable,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
shift  from  my  berth  to  my  hammock  to  get  a  little  repose.  Latitude, 
8°  31';  longitude,  47°  08'. 

Sunday ,  October  6. — Squally,  with  a  heavy  sea  and  threatening-look¬ 
ing  weather.  Barometer,  29.87.  Blowing  a  gale  by  meridian.  The 
wind  hauled  gradually  from  E.  N.  E.  to  S.  E.  and  S.  S.  E.  in  the 
course  of  nine  or  ten  hours.  Weather  moderated  about  9  p.  m.  Lati¬ 
tude,  8°  31';  longitude,  47°  0S/. 

Monday,  October  7. — Dull,  leaden  clouds,  with  some  sea  left  from  the 
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blow  of  yesterday.  Wind  about  east  and  moderate.  Turned  tbe  reefs 
out  of  tbe  topsails  and  made  all  sail  to  tbe  S.  S.  E.  Latitude,  8°  13' ; 
longitude,  47°  13'.  Wore  to  tbe  northward  and  eastward  at  6  p.  in.; 
wind  light  and  sea  comparatively  smooth  during  night. 

Tuesday ,  October  8. — Morning  fine,  with  light  winds  from  the  east; 
weather  clear,  with  passing  clouds  during  the  day.  At  meridian  wore 
to  the  southward  and  eastward.  Nothing  in  sight.  Truly  we  are  in 
the  doldrums.  Latitude,  8°  52';  longitude,  40°  44'.  Current  to  the 
northward  and  eastward;  N.  E.  trades  strong  during  the  night. 

Wednesday ,  October  9. — Clear  weather,  with  passing  trade  clouds, 
and  occasionally  the  appearance  of  a  squall.  Fresh  N.  E.  trades.  Lat¬ 
itude,  7°  21';  longitude,  46°  30';  currrent  S.  S.  W.  26  miles. 

Thursday ,  October  10. — Weather  clear,  with  trade  clouds  and  occa¬ 
sional  squalls;  wind  light  from  S.  E.  to  E.  Current  S.  E.  25  miles. 
Latitude,  6°  22';  longitude,  45°  48'. 

Friday ,  October  11. — Morning  clear  and  calm.  Tide  rips.  Squally 
appearance  in  the  S.  E.  at  noon.  Latitude,  6°  38';  longitude,  45°  13'. 
We  are  within  35  miles  of  N.  W.  crossing. 

Saturday ,  October  12. — Morning  thick,  rainy  and  squally,  with  alight 
breeze  from  the  S.  I  have  fairly  given  up  the  western  side  of  my  line, 
and  am  now  making  the  best  of  way  to  the  eastward.  At  noon  to-day 
we  are  exactly  on  the  crossing,  being  in  latitude  0°  56'  and  longitude 
44°  41'.  In  the  25  days  that  we  have  been  in  the  calm  belt  the  ship 
has  never  been  still  an  instant.  We  have  at  no  time  had  a  flat  calm. 

Sunday ,  October  13. — Morning  clear,  with  trade  clouds  and  a  slight 
squall  occasionally.  We  have  taken  the  N.  E.  trade  again,  the  wind 
being  light  from  the  N.  E.  At  10  a.  m.  wore  ship  to  the  northward 
and  westward  with  the  intention  of  abandoning  our  cruising  ground, 
on  which  we  have  had  so  little  success,  and  making  our  way  slowly 
under  sail  to  Barbados  or  Grenada.  Latitude  7°  04',  longitude  44°  47'. 
At  11  a.  m.  mustered  the  crew  and  read  the  articles  of  war. 

Monday ,  October  14. — Morning  and  until  meridian  fresh  trade,  with 
squalls.  At  noon  she  plotted  on  the  diagonal  between  St.  Roque  and 
New  York,  in  latitude  8°  31',  longitude  45°  56'. 

Tuesday ,  October  15. — Clear,  with  passing  trade  clouds;  wind  fresh 
from  the  N.  E.  Day  dawned  as  usual,  with  nothing  in  sight.  Lati¬ 
tude,  9°  36';  longitude,  48°  11'.  Running  W.  N.  W. 

Wednesday ,  October  16. — Clear,  with  many  passing  trade  clouds  and 
wind  blowing  half  a  gale  from  about  E.  N.  E.  Latitude,  10°  22' ;  longi¬ 
tude,  50°  05'. 

Thursday ,  October  17. — Clear,  with  many  passing  trade  clouds; 
blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  N.  E.,  with  a  heavy  sea  pitching  and 
tumbling  about  as  usual.  Nothing  in  sight  save  the  heavens  and  the 
blue  sea.  We  have  been  thirty-two  days  at  sea,  and  seen  but  two  sail 
in  all  that  time.  Latitude,  11°  37';  longitude,  51°  49'. 

Friday ,  October  18. — Morning,  rain  squalls  and  calm;  wind  N.  E.  at 
8  a.  in.,  weather  clearing  toward  noon.  Nothing  in  sight.  Latitude, 
13°  01';  longitude,  53°,  12'. 

Saturday ,  October  19. — Morning  clear,  with  the  wind  light  from  the 
eastward.  The  sea  heavy  and  confused  as  after  a  gale  of  wind. 
Nothing  in  sight.  No  sight  for  latitude.  Latitude,  D.  R.,  13°  33' ;  longi¬ 
tude,  53°  46'.  ’  6 

Sunday ,  October  20. — Morning,  a  rain  squall,  weather  becoming  more 
settled  about  noon ;  light,  variable  winds,  N.  E.,  N.  N.  W.,  and  S.  E. 
Latitude,  13°  46' ;  longitude,  54°  06'. 

Monday ,  October  21.— Calms  and  light  airs  from  the  eastward,  with 
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rain  squalls.  Nothing  in  sight  and  no  observation  for  latitude.  Lati¬ 
tude,  1).  B.,  14°;  longitude,  54°  07'. 

Tuesday ,  October  22. — Weather  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
S.  E.  Latitude,  14°  21';  longitude,  54°  16'.  Nothing  in  sight.  Fired 
at  target. 

Wednesday ,  October  23. — Weather  flue,  with  a  smooth  sea  and  calms 
and  light  airs  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  All  starboard  stud¬ 
ding  sails  set.  Latitude,  14°  36' ;  longitude,  54°  37'.  Verily  it  is  dis¬ 
heartening.  It  is  now  eighteen  days  since  we  have  seen  a  sail. 

Thursday,  October  24. — Cloudy,  with  the  wind  from  the  eastward. 
At  6:30  a.  m.  descried  a  sail  in  the  northeast;  got  up  steam  and  gave 
chase.  At  9  came  up  with  a  brig,  which  proved  to  be  a  Frenchman 
(the  Noir  Mouche),  from  Nantes  to  Martinique.  Sent  a  boat  on  board 
of  him.  He  had  no  newspapers,  and  said  he  knew  the  United  States 
were  at  war  (we  had  the  United  States  colors  flying),  but  Avith  whom 
he  did  not  know.  Enlightened  Frenchman  !  Or  this  may  teach  us  a 
lesson  of  humility,  as  showing  us  how  little  is  thought  in  Europe  of  the 
American  revolution.  The  brig  was  a  clumsy  specimen  of  architec¬ 
ture  and  wTas  out  forty-two  days.  We  detained  her  less  than  half  an 
hour  and  permitted  her  to  go  on  her  course  again.  Our  ill  luck  seems 
to  culminate,  for  two  out  of  the  only  three  sail  we  have  seen  in  thirty- 
nine  days  have  proved  to  be  foreign.  Latitude,  15°  20';  longitude, 
54°  51'. 

Friday ,  October  25. — Fresh  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  and  trade-wind 
weather;  morning,  a  few  rain  squalls,  clearing,  but  with  passing  clouds, 
as  the  sun  gained  altitude.  Latitude,  16°  54' ;  longitude,  55°  30'.  After¬ 
noon,  heavy,  overcast  sky,  with  half  a  gale  of  wind.  At  2:50  p.  m. 
descried  a  sail  on  the  starboard  quarter  bearing  about  E.  S.  E.  Got 
up  steam  and  gave  chase,  and  at  5  p.  m.  came  up  with,  fired  a  blank 
cartridge  at,  and  spoke  a  Prussian  ship,  which  I  caused  to  heave  to  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  a  boat  on  board  of  him,  but  as  in  the  meantime 
the  wind  freshened  and  considerable  sea  had  arisen,  and  as  I  had  no 
doubt  of  the  character  of  the  ship,  I  gave  him  leave  to  fill  away  and 
proceed  on  his  course  (to  some  one  of  the  Windward  Islands)  without 
boarding  him.  As  I  was  rounding  the  ship  to,  near  this  vessel,  we 
came  so  near  a  collision  that  my  heart  stood  still  for  a  moment  as  the 
bow  of  the  huge,  heavily  laden  ship  passed  our  quarter  almost  near 
enough-  to  graze  it.  If  she  had  been  thrown  upon  us  by  one  of  the 
heavy  seas  that  were  running,  we  should  probably  have  been  cut  down 
to  the  water’s  edge  and  sunk  in  a  few  minutes.  This  will  give  me  a 
lesson  as  to  the  space  my  long  ship  requires  to  turn  in  when  she  has  a 
sea  on  the  quarter  or  bow.  We  are  forty  days  out  to-day,  have  seen 
4  sail,  and  3  of  the  4  have  proved  to  be  foreign.  I  am  not  discouraged, 
however,  but  I  have  had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  practice  the 
Christian  virtue  of  patience,  which  virtue,  I  think,  I  am  a  little  defi¬ 
cient  in. 

Saturday ,  October  26. — Clear,  cloudy,  squally;  clear  at  noon,  wind 
fresh  from  E.  by  N.  to  E.  N.  E.  This  is  certainly  the  most  capricious 
climate  at  this  season  in  the  world,  since  we  have  half  a  dozen  changes 
in  a  day.  Latitude,  18°  13';  longitude,  56°  043 

Sunday }  October  27. — A  beautiful,  clear  day,  with  alight  breeze  from  the 
E.  N.  E.  and  a  few  summer-like  passing  trade  clouds.  Two  sail  in  one 
day.  At  8:30  a.  m.  a  sail  was  descried  in  the  S.  E.  We  immediately 
gave  chase  with  all  sail,  and  added  steam  to  sails  in  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  We  came  up  with  the  chase  about  3  p.  m.,  the  chase  proving 
very  fast.  We  showed  as  usual  the  United  States  colors,  the  chase 
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stowing  the  same.  Fired  a  blank  cartridge  and  ordered  the  chase 
hove  to.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  and  captured  him,  hauling  down  the 
United  States  and  hoisting  our  flag,  as  our  officer  got  on  board.  She 
proved  to  be  the  schooner  Daniel  Trowbridge ,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  from 
New  York  to  Demerara,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  cargo  belonging  to 
same  owner  as  vessel,  D.  Trowbridge,  of  Connecticut.  Sent  a  prize 
crew  on  board  and  left  in  pursuit  of  another  sail  that  had  been  descried 
in  the  meantime,  with  which  we  came  up  at  dark.  She  proved  to  be  a 
brigantine  from  Novia  Scotia  to  Demerara  (English).  Permitted  him 
to  proceed  on  his  course.  Banked  fires  and  put  the  ship  under  sail, 
with  a  light  at  the  peak  and  the  prize  in  company.  Latitude,  17°  54'; 
longitude,  56°  30'. 

Monday ,  October  28. — Fine,  clear  weather,  with  a  moderate  sea  and 
a  light  breeze.  Called  the  prize  within  hail,  hoisted  out  the  Talla¬ 
poosa,  and  sent  her  alongside  and  commenced  receiving  provisions.  I 
felt  truly  thankful  to  a  kind  Providence  for  this  windfall,  for  we  were 
running  short  of  provisions,  beef  bad  and  wormy  bread,  and  here  were 
more  than  we  needed  of  the  best  pork,  beef,  hams,  flour,  bread,  crack¬ 
ers,  etc.  This  was  truly  a  Yankee  cargo,  there  being  a  large  number  of 
pigs,  sheep,  and  geese  on  board.  A  busy,  bustling  day,  with  boats  pas¬ 
sing  to  and  fro,  and  men  busy  on  both  ships  with  boxes,  barrels, 
etc.  To  get  at  the  cargo  we  threw  overboard  the  superincumbent 
articles,  and  strewed  the  sea  with  Connecticut  woodenware  and  brooms. 
Latitude,  17°  03';  longitude,  57°  07'. 

Tuesday ,  October  29. — Another  favorable  day  for  unloading  the  prize; 
wind  light  from  eastward  and  not  much  sea  on.  We  are  filling  up 
with  five  months’  provisions.  In  the  meantime  we  are  enjoying  the 
luxury,  far  away  out  at  sea  and  forty-three  days  from  port,  of  fresh 
meat,  the  sheep  on  board  the  prize  being  in  excellent  condition,  and  I 
had  them  slaughtered  in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  crew  yesterday 
and  to-day.  At  noon  the  sky  becoming  overcast.  Latitude,  16°  54'; 
longitude,  57°  33'. 

Wednesday ,  October  30. — A  beautiful,  serene  day,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  a  smooth  sea.  At  7  a.  m.,  u  Sail 
ho !  ”  from  aloft.  Dispatched  a  couple  of  boats  to  the  prize  schooner  to 
bring  away  some  of  the  live  stock,  and  sent  orders  to  the  prize  master 
to  set  fire  to  the  prize  and  return  on  board.  These  orders  being  all 
executed  and  the  boats  runup,  at  8:30  steamed  in  pursuit  of  the 
strange  sail.  At  11  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the 
Danish  brig  Una ,  from  Copenhagen  to  Santa  Cruz,  sixty-six  days  out. 
Permitted  her  to  proceed  on  her  course  after  a  detention  of  about  half 
an  hour.  We  showed  her  the  United  States  colors.  This  evening, 
having  directed  the  junior  lieutenant  to  send  to  the  master  of  the  prize 
schooner  D.  Trowbridge  for  two  log  slates  of  the  schooner,  which  he 
(the  master)  had  put  among  his  private  luggage,  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  master  in  delivering  these  articles  to  the  messenger,  the 
sergeant  of  marines,  used  this  insolent  language:  u  Damn  them,  I  hope 
they  will  do  them  no  good,  and  if  they  want  a  shirt  I  can  send  them 
that  too.”  I  had  this  man  seized  and  put  in  double  irons.  Latitude, 
16°  40';  longitude,  58°  16'. 

Thursday ,  October  31. — Beautiful,  clear  weather,  with  a  light  oreeze 
from  the  southward  and  eastward.  Got  up  and  secured  the  ball  car¬ 
tridges,  some  ot  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  dampness,  and  over¬ 
hauled  the  port  pump,  which  had  gotten  out  of  order.  At  2  a.  in.,  a 
light  having  been  reported  to  me,  I  ordered  the  steam  gotten  up  and 
made  pursuit.  As  we  came  up  with  it  we  found  it  to  be  a  burning 
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fragment  of  tlie  prize  schooner  which  we  had  fired  eighteen  hours 
before.  Banked  fires.  We  have  been  greatly  interested  since  our  last 
capture  in  examining  a  lot  of  newspapers  found  on  board.  They  are  as 
late  as  the  8th  of  October,  and  give  us  most  cheering  accounts  of  the 
war.  We  have  gloriously  whipped  the  enemy  at  all  points,  and  have 
brought  Missouri  and  Kentucky  out  of  the  Union;  and  the  tone  of  the 
European  press  is  highly  favorable  to  our  cause  and  indicates  a  prompt 
recognition  of  our  independence,  and  all  this  cheering  information  we 
get  from  the  enemy  himself.  Latitude,  16°  54' ;  longitude,  57°  59'.  The 
master  of  the  prize  schooner  Troicbridge  having  made  a  very  humble 
apology  for  his  conduct  of  yesterday  and  asked  to  be  released  from 
confinement,  I  directed  him  to  be  discharged  from  close  custody  and 
have  his  irons  taken  off. 

Friday ,  November  1. — Morning  cloudy,  with  light  variable  winds 
and  a  swell  from  the  northwest.  Bain  near  noon.  Latitude,  16°  52'; 
longitude,  57 °  25'. 

Saturday ,  November  2. — Morning,  heavy  clouds,  with  rain,  breaking 
away  somewhat  toward  noon.  Spread  the  awnings  and  caught  some 
water.  “Sail,  ho !”  at  early  dawn.  Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase,  and 
at  7  a.  m.  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  British  brigantine 
Falcon,  from  Halifax  to  Barbados.  Banked  fires.  Latitude,  16°  32'; 
longitude,  D.  B.,  56°  55'.  Wore  ship  to  the  northward  at  meridian. 
Beceived  some  papers  from  the  Falcon ,  but  not  so  late  as  our  previous 
advices  by  the  Trowbridge.  The  Keystone  State  was  in  Trinidad  in 
pursuit  of  us  early  in  August,  and  the  Fowbatan  at  Curasao  on  the 
last  of  August.  At  4  p.  m.  a  sail  was  descried  from  aloft,  and  half  an 
hour  afterwards  another.  Got  up  steam,  and  at  5  p.  m.,  or  just  one  hour 
before  dark,  gave  chase  to  one  of  the  sail,  with  which  we  came  up 
about  7  p.  m.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  a  British 
brigantine,  fourteen  days  from  Halifax,  bound  to  Demerara.  By  this 
time  it  had  become  very  dark,  and  the  other  sail  had  passed  out  of 
sight.  Banked  fires.  Bain.  We  have  thus  seen  three  sail  in  one  day. 
And  of  the  nine  we  have  spoken  on  this  cruise  seven  have  been  foreign ! 
But  patience;  fortune  will  smile  hereafter. 

Sunday ,  November  3. — Weather  fine,  with  a  smooth  sea  and  a  light 
breeze  from  the  northward  and  eastward.  At  6:30  a.  m.  a  sail  was 
reported  in  the  southwest.  Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase.  As  we 
approached  we  perceived  the  stranger  to  be  a  steamer  under  sail,  and 
soon  afterwards  she  hoisted  the  white  English  flag.  Cleared  ship  for 
action  and  approached  the  stranger  within  three  miles,  from  which 
distance  it  appearing  plainly  that  she  was  an  English  man-of-war,  we 
banked  fires,  made  sail,  and  wore  ship  to  the  southward  and  eastward. 
Filled  six  of  the  water  tanks  with  salt  water.  At  11  a.  m.  mustered 
the  crew.  Latitude,  16°  35';  longitude,  57°  38'.  Evening,  light  airs  and 
calms. 

Monday.  November  4. — Weather  fine,  with  light  breeze  from  the  east¬ 
ward  and  a  long,  undulating  sea.  At  8  a,  m.  bore  up  west  for  the 
islands.  Latitude,  16°  43' ;  longitude,  57°  45'.  Our  live  stock  still  gives 
us  fresh  provisions  and  the  ample  stock  of  Irish  potatoes  received  from 
the  prize  are  having  a  good  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  crew,  who 
were  beginning  to  show  scorbutic  symptoms. 

Tuesday ,  November  5. — Weather  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
eastward  and  a  smooth  sea.  At  6 :30  a  sail  was  descried  in  the  north¬ 
east.  Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase.  As  we  advanced  a  second  sail 
was  descried  in  the  north.  At  9  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on 
board  the  English  brigantine  Bothsay ,  from  Berbice  for  Liverpool.  We 
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then  gave  chase  to  the  second  sail,  and  after  we  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  a  third  sail  was  reported,  nearly  in  the  same  direction.  At 
10:30  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the  French  brigantine 
Poor  Orphan,  from  St.  Peters  [St.  Pierre]  (France)  to  Martinique.  Made 
chase  now  of  the  third  sail,  and  at  12 :40  came  up  with  and  spoke  and 
sent  boat  on  board  the  English  ship  Plover ,  from  Barbados  to  London. 
Latitude,  17°  10';  longitude,  59°  063  Banked  fires  at  1  p.  in.,  and  put 
the  ship  under  short  sail. 

Wednesday ,  November  6.* — Weather  very  fine,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  eastward  and  a  smooth  sea;  trade  clouds  fleecy  and  indicating 
settled  weather.  Steering  S.  W.  under  topsails.  Latitude,  16°  39'; 
longitude,  59°  543  Hauled  by  the  wind  on  the  port  tack  at  midnight 
to  avoid  Deseada  [Dfisiradej  and  Petite  Terre. 

Thursday ,  November  7. — Weather  fine,  with  a  moderate  breeze  from 
the  eastward  and  a  smooth  sea.  At  daylight,  “  Sail,  ho ! ”  close  aboard. 
Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase,  and  at  7  a.  m.  came  up  with  and  sent  a 
boat  on  board  of  the  English  schooner  Weymouth ,  from  Weymouth, 
Nova  Scotia,  to  Martinique.  This  is  the  fourteenth  sail  we  have  spoken 
during  the  cruise,  twelve  of  which  have  been  foreign ;  the  last  nine  con¬ 
secutively  have  been  foreign.  At  7,  land  was  reported  from  aloft,  the 
island  of  Deseada  [Desirade]  bearing  W.  N.  W.  We  soon  after  made 
the  island  of  Marie- Galante,  Guadeloupe,  and  the  Saints,  and  at  10:30 
the  island  of  Dominica.  Latitude,  16°;  longitude,  60°  463  At  4:30 
p.  m.  doubled  the  north  end  of  Dominica  aud  steered  S.  W.,  banking  the 
fires.  At  5,  showed  the  United  States  colors  to  an  English  bark  oft'  the 
mouth  of  Prince  Rupert  Bay;  she  being  within  the  marine  league  of 
the  land,  we  did  not  board  her.  At  9:30  “Sail,  ho!”  close  aboard.  Beat 
to  quarters  and  got  up  steam,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  gave  chase.  In 
half  an  hour  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the  French  brig 
Fleur  de  Bois,  from  Martinique  to  Bordeaux.  Banked  fires  and  made 
sail.  Reports  no  Yankee  vessels  in  Martinique. 

Friday,  November  8. — Weather  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  N. 
E.  and  a  smooth  sea.  At  daylight  a  sail  was  reported  in  sight  in  the 
W.  S.  W.  Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase.  At  8  a.  m.  came  up  with  and 

sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the  English  brigantine  - ,  of  Yarmouth, 

Nova  Scotia,  from  Demerara  to  Yarmouth.  Put  the  ship  under  steam, 
steering  S.  E.  by  S.  The  mountains  of  Dominica  dimly  in  sight  at  a 
distance  of  about  40  miles.  Seventeenth  sail  overhauled  this  cruise. 
Latitude,  15°  08';  longitude,  61°  543  At  1:30  p.m.  made  the  island  of 
Martinique,  a  bold  and  picturesque  island,  and  at  6  let  the  steam  go 
down  and  put  the  ship  under  trysails,  the  town  of  St.  Pierre  bearing 
at  8  p.  m.  N.  E.  ^  E.,  distant  6  miles.  Several  small  coasting  schooners 
and  sloop  plying  near  the  shore  as  we  ran  in  for  the  town.  Near 
enough  to  the  town  to  hear  the  8  o’clock  gun.  Hauled  off  at  6  p.  m., 
let  the  steam  go  down,  and  stood  S.  by  W.  under  easy  sail  during  the 
night. 

Saturday ,  November  9. — Weather  fine  during  the  morning.  At  day¬ 
light  got  up  steam  and  stood  in  for  the  land  to  the  northward  of  Fort 
St.  Louis  Bay  [Martinique],  running  down  the  coast  as  we  approached. 
The  coast  all  the  way  in  to  the  anchorage  is  bold  aud  clean.  Ran 
within  300  yards  of  Negro  Point,  passing  a  passenger  steamer  bound 
to  St.  Pierre,  and  anchored  in  six  fathoms  water,  with  the  south  end  of  the 
fort  bearing  E.  %  S.,  and  wharf  about  N.  by  E.  A  pilot  soon  after  came 
on  board,  and  we  got  up  anchor  and  went  into  theCarenage  east  of  the 
fort,  the  health  officer  visiting  us  in  the  meantime  and  giving  us  pra- 
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tique.  Sent  a  lieutenant  to  call  on  tlie  governor  and  afterwards  visited 
him  myself.  I  stated  in  this  interview  that  I  had  conn1  into  Martinique 
to  refresh  my  crew  and  obtain  such  supplies  as  I  needed,  coal  included. 
The  governor  replied  that  he  could  not  supply  me  with  coal  from  the 
Government  stock,  but  I  was  free  to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase 
what  I  wanted,  he,  the  governor,  not  knowing  anything  about  it;  and 
that  as  to  my  prisoners,  if  the  U.  S.  consul  at  St.  Pierre  would  become 
responsible  for  their  maintenance,  I  might  land  them.  With  his  con¬ 
sent  I  sent  the  two  masters  up  to  St.  Pierre  in  the  packet  to  see  their 
consul  and  arrange  the  matter.  I  dispatched,  also,  the  paymaster  to 
look  after  coal  and  clothing  for  the  crew,  giving  leave  to  Lieutenant 
Chapman  to  accompany  him.  The  governor  at  one  time  ordered  me  to 
shift  my  berth  by  returning  to  my  first  anchorage,  but  countermanded 
this  order  upon  my  demanding  an  explanation  of  it.  He  seemed  dis¬ 
posed,  too,  to  restrict  my  procuring  supplies  at  this  place,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  merely  the  seat  of  government  and  a  military  and 
naval  station,  but  upon  my  insisting  upon  my  rights,  under  the  treaty 
proclamation,  to  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  a  lawful  belligerent,  etc., 
he  abandoned  this  point.  The  French  colonies  are  governed  by  the 
minister  of  marine,  naval  officers  being  the  governors  and  chief  officials. 
The  governor  of  Martinique  is  a  rear-admiral.  Evening,  rain.  Let 
some  of  the  men  go  on  shore. 

Sunday,  November  10. — Rain  in  the  early  morning,  clearing  toward 
8  o’clock.  Went  on  shore  and  accompanied  Mr.  Guerin  to  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  mass  8  a.  m.  The  interior  of  the  church  is  very  pleasing,  with 
some  valuable  paintings.  The  congregation  was  small.  A  detachment 
(one  company  from  each  regiment)  of  soldiers  entered  the  main  aisle 
and  formed  in  double  lines  a  few  minutes  before  the  commencement  of 
the  service.  The  governor,  with  his  staff-,  entered  punctually  and  the 
service  lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour;  fine  music  from  a  band 
in  the  orchestra.  The  blacks  and  whites  occupy  pews  indiscriminately, 
though  there  is  no  social  mixture  of  the  races.  All  colors  have  the 
same  political  rights,  notwithstanding  which  the  jealousy  and  hatred 
of  the  whites  by  the  blacks  is  said  to  be  very  great.  Was  visited  by 
Mr.  Guerin  and  a  number  of  gentlemen,  members  of  the  colonial  legis¬ 
lature  and  others,  to  whom  I  explained  the  true  issue  of  the  war,  to  wit,  an 
abolition  crusade  against  our  slave  property;  our  population,  resources, 
victories,  etc.,  to  all  of  which  they  listened  with  much  appearance  of 
gratification,  and  which  they  also  expressed  from  time  to  time,  lament¬ 
ing  the  blind  policy  of  the  home  government.  Mustered  the  crew  and 
read  the  articles  of  war.  Three  of  the  prisoners  have  shipped.  Let 
another  batch  of  liberty  men  go  on  shore.  Two  of  yesterday’s  batch 
did  not  come  off  in  time  this  morning;  since  came  on  board.  Visited 
the  Savannah  [Fort  St.  Louis]  to  hear  the  music,  which  is  given  every 
Sunday  evening.  It  was  a  gay  and  beautiful  scene,  the  moon,  the  shade 
trees,  the  statue  of  Josephine,  the  throng  of  well  dressed  men  and 
women,  the  large  band  and  the  fine  music,  the  ripple  of  the  sea,  and 
last,  though  not  least,  the  katydids,  so  fraught  with  memories  of  home 
dear  home ! 

Monday ,  November  11. — Weather  clear  and  pleasant,  with  refreshing 
trade  winds.  Watering  ship.  Visited  the  town  and  went  shopping  in 
company  with  Mr.  Guerin.  Found  French  manufactured  clothing,  etc., 
reasonably  cheap.  In  the  afternoon  strolled  on  the  heights  in  the  rear 
of  the  town,  and  was  charmed  with  the  picturesque  scenery  on  every 
hand.  The  little  valleys  and  nooks  in  which  nestle  the  country  houses 
are  perfect  pictures,  and  the  abrupt  and  broken  country  presents  delight- 
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ful  changes  at  every  turn.  I  saw  but  few  signs  of  diligent  cultivation. 
Tlie  negro  race  is  here,  as  it  is  everywhere  else,  an  idle  and  thriftless  one, 
and  the  purlieus  of  the  town  where  they  are  congregated  are  dilapi¬ 
dated  and  squalid.  The  statue  of  Josephine  in  The  Savannah  is  a  very 
fine  specimen  of  the  arts.  It  represents  her  in  her  natural  garb,  and  she 
appears,  indeed,  a  charming  woman.  This  is  her  native  island.  The 
U.  S.  consul  came  down  to-day  from  St.  Pierre,  and  I  landed  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  prisoners,  twelve  in  number,  putting  them  on  parole.  I  had 
them  all  assembled  in  the  gangway  and  questioned  them  as  to  their 
treatment  on  board.  They  all  expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  it. 
The  officers  returned  from  St.  Pierre  and  reported  that  coal  was  to  be 
had,  but  that  the  collector  of  the  customs  had  prohibited  the  merchants 
from  selling  it  to  us.  Wrote  the  governor  on  the  subject. 

We  have  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  Captain  Hollins,  with  some 
armed  steamers,  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
sinking  the  Preble  and  driving  the  other  vessels  on  the  bar  of  the  South¬ 
west  Pass.  Mr.  Seward  has  issued  a  proclamation  desiring  the  gov¬ 
ernors  of  the  Northern  States  to  put  their  forts,  etc.,  in  condition  as 
well  on  the  seaboard  as  on  the  lakes.  This,  with  Fremont’s  abolition 
proclamation,  will  be  of  great  service  to  us.  Quern  Deus,  etc  The 
governor  consents  to  my  coaling  at  St.  Pierre. 

Tuesday ,  November  12. — Fine,  pleasant  weather.  Watering  ship.  I 
did  not  visit  the  shore  to-day.  Some  of  the  officers  are  on  shore  dining, 
etc.,  with  the  French  naval  officers.  There  is  evidently  great  sympathy 
for  us  in  the  island.  Wo  have  gotten  on  board  all  our  liberty  men,  no 
one  of  them  having  shown  a  disposition  to  desert.  At  9  p.  m.  a  drunken 
fireman  jumped  overboard  and  swam  ashore,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  a 
boat  to  catch  him.  He  thus  braved  the  discipline  of  the  ship  solely  for 
a  glass  of  grog,  so  strong  upon  him  was  the  desire  for  drink.  We  sent 
an  officer  for  him  and  caught  him  in  a  grog  shop.  It  is  reported  to 
us  as  coming  from  the  captain  of  the  port  that  there  is  a  frigate  cruis¬ 
ing  off  the  Diamond  Rock.  The  ship  Siam  arrived  to-day  with  444 
coolies. 

Wednesday ,  November  13. — Got  up  steam  and  unmoored  ship  at  day¬ 
light,  and  at  0:30  passed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Fort  Royal,  or  rather,  now 
Fort  de  France.  The  pilot  repeated  the  intelligence  that  there  was  a 
frigate  off  the  Diamond  Rock.  As  we  passed  the  picturesque  country 
seat  of  the  governor,  perched  upon  a  height  overlooking  the  sea,  we 
hoisted  the  French  flag  at  the  fore.  Passed  the  St.  Pierre  steamer  on 
her  way  down.  At  8  came  to  in  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre  at  the  man- 
of-war  anchorage,  south  of  the  town.  Several  of  the  custom-house 
officers  visited  us,  saying  that  they  had  not  come  on  board  officially 
but  merely  out  of  civility  and  from  curiosity  to  see  the  ship.  Sent  a 
lieutenant  on  shore  to  call  on  the  commandant  and  make  arrangements 
for  the  purchase  and  reception  of  coal,  dispatching  to  the  collector  the 
governor’s  order  to  permit  us  to  embark  it.  At  1  p.  m.  shifted  our 
berth  nearer  to  the  shore  for  the  convenience  of  coaling,  mooring  head 
and  stern  with  a  hawser  to  the  shore.  Received  on  board  30  tons  by  9 
p.  m.  Sent  down  the  foreyard  for  repairs.  Quarantined  the  paymaster 
and  surgeon  for  being  out  of  the  ship  after  hours,  but  upon  the  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  former  released  them  both.  The  market  square  near  the 
water  is  thronged  with  a  dense  crowd  eagerly  gazing  upon  the  ship, 
and  the  newspaper  of  to-day  gives  a  marvelous  account  of  us,  a  column 
in  length.  Among  other  amusing  stories  they  claim  me  to  be  a  French 
officer,  formerly  serving  on  board  the  Mercure. 

Thursday ,  November  14. — Rain  in  the  forenoon.  Busy  coaling  and 
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getting  on  board  a  few  necessary  stores.  The  dense  throng  still  con¬ 
tinues  at  the  market  place,  and  the  ship  has  been  thronged  with  visitors. 
It  is  reported  that  the  Iroquois  sailed  from  Trinidad  on  the  2d 
November,  and  that  there  are  three  ships  of  war  of  the  enemy  at  St. 
Thomas,  one  sail  vessel  and  two  steamers,  and  that  one  of  them  was 
expected  here  last  night.  She  has  not  yet  made  her  appearance.  It 
will  be  difficult  for  her  to  prevent  our  sailing.  At  2 :30  p.  m.  the  steam 
sloop  Iroquois  of  the  enemy  made  her  appearance,  coming  around  the 
north  end  of  the  island.  She  had  at  first  Danish  colors  flying,  but  soon 
changed  them  for  her  own.  She  steamed  ahead  of  us  very  slowly,  and 
taking  up  a  position  some  half  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  us,  stood 
off  an  on  during  the  afternoon  and  night.  Finished  receiving  our  coal 
and  provisions  (sugar  and  rum)  at  about  9  p.  m.,  when  I  permitted  the 
crew  to  have  their  hammocks  as  usual.  Directed  everything  to  be 
kept  ready  for  action.  Visited  in  the  afternoon  by  the  mayor  of  the 
city  and  some  gentlemen,  who  assured  me  of  the  sympathy  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  and  of  the  colony  generally.  At  1:30  a.  m.  I  was  called  by  the 
officer  of  the  deck  and  informed  that  the  Iroquois  was  standing  in  for 
us  and  approaching  us  very  close.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters  and 
made  all  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy  in  case  he  should  attempt 
to  run  us  on  board.  He  sheered  off,  however,  when  he  came  within  300 
or  400  yards.  He  repeated  this  operation  several  times  during  the  mid¬ 
watch,  imposing  upon  us  as  often  the  necessity  of  calling  the  men  to 
quarters.  Indeed,  from  about  2:30  they  slept  at  their  guns.  Great 
excitement  pervades  the  entire  city.  The  market  square,  the  quays,  and 
the  windows  of  the  houses  are  thronged  by  an  eager  and  curious  mul¬ 
titude,  expecting  every  moment  to  see  a  combat.  The  enemy  approached 
us  atone  time  within  a  ship’s  length. 

Friday ,  November  15. — Fine,  bright  morning.  At  7:30  a  French 
steamer  of  war  *  came  in  from  Fort  de  France  and  made  fast  to  one  of 
the  buoys.  The  Iroquois  about  a  mile  from  us.  At  8 : 30  sent  a  boat  on 
board  the  Frenchman  to  pay  the  usual  ceremonial  visit.  The  throng 
in  the  town  unabated,  multitudes  being  gathered  near  the  water  look¬ 
ing  out  upon  the  two  ships.  At  10  the  French  captain  paid  me  a  visit. 
He  came  up,  he  said,  with  orders  from  the  governor,  to  preserve  the 
neutrality  of  the  port  between  the  two  belligerents,  anti  in  case  the 
Iroquois  came  to  anchor,  to  demand  of  the  captain  a  promise  that  he 
would  not  proceed  to  sea  for  twenty-four  hours  after  our  own  depar¬ 
ture.  I  wrote  to  the  governor,  informing  him  of  the  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  port  by  the  Iroquois ,  and  desiring  him  to  apply  the 
proper  remedy.  During  this  night  the  Iroquois  did  not  approach 
us  so  near  as  the  past  night.  Closed  in  the  gun  deck  ports,  got  the 
swinging  booms  alongside  and  directed  the  crew  in  case  of  being  called 
to  quarters  during  the  night  to  repair  to  the  spar  deck  as  boarders, 
boarding  being  the  mode  in  which  the  enemy  would  attack  me,  if  at  all. 

Saturday ,  November  16. — Morning  fine,  threatening  rain  about  noon. 
The  Iroquois  ahead  of  us,  about  a  mile  distant.  At  10  a.  m.  I  returned 
the  visit  of  the  French  commander.  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  insolent 
manner  in  which  the  Iroquois  was  violating  the  neutrality  of  the  port. 
No  additional  orders  have  been  received  from  the  governor.  Scraping 
and  painting  ship  and  repairing  the  engine  to  put  it  in  thorough  con¬ 
dition  for  service.  At  meridian  the  Iroquois  came  to  anchor  about  half 
a  mile  from  us,  at  the  man-of-war  anchorage.  The  captain  of  the  Ach¬ 
eron  visited  me  to  say  that  the  governor  had  directed  him  to  say  to  me 
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if  I  preferred  it  lie  would  be  glad  to  have  me  visit  Fort  de  France 
with  my  ship,  where  he  could  afford  me  more  ample  protection,  and 
whither  he  presumed  the  Iroquois  would  not  follow  me,  and  it  she  did 
that  he  would  compel  her  to  depart  from  French  waters.  I  replied  that 
before  deciding  upon  this  invitation  I  would  wait  and  see  whether  the 
Iroquois  accepted  the  condition  of  remaining  twenty-four  hours  after 
my  departure  or  departing  twenty-four  hours  before  me.  The  Iroquois 
got  underway  again  immediately  after  anchoring,  and  in  the  evening 
the  captain  of  the  Acheron  sent  a  lieutenant  on  board  of  me  to  say  that 
the  commander  of  the  Iroquois  refused  to  accept  the  condition,  and 
that  he  had  been  directed  to  withdraw  himself  beyond  the  marine 
league  in  consequence.  She  remained  a  few  hours  to  supply  herself 
with  refreshments,  and  at  nightfall  took  her  station,  but  not  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  league,  during  the  night.  We  have  thus  taught  this  igno- 
raut  Yankee  captain  some  knowledge  of  and  some  respect  for  the  law 
of  neutrality.  In  the  afternoon  I  took  a  delightful  stroll  along  the 
beach  to  the  northward. 

Sunday ,  November  17. — Morning  fine.  Visited  the  church  opposite 
the  ship  and  heard  mass.  The  congregation  was  very  large,  composed 
chiefly  of  blacks  (women).  We  were  politely  invited  into  the  trustees’ 
pew.  A  short  sermon,  chiefly  addressed  to  some  young  persons  who 
had  just  made  their  first  communion,  was  delivered  by  a  good-looking 
young  priest,  who  had  good  command  of  language,  and  was  easy  and 
graceful  in  his  manners.  A  sort  of  police  officer  or  fugleman  officiated 
here  as  at  Fort  Royal  [Fort  de  France],  a  feature  which  I  did  not  like. 
The  Iroquois  preserves  her  distance  by  daylight. 

Monday ,  November  18. — Fine,  pleasant  weather,  wind  light  and  vari¬ 
able.  The  enemy  cruising  off  the  harbor  as  usual.  During  the  morn¬ 
ing  a  French  man-of-war  schooner  arrived  from  Fort  de  France  with 
the  governor  on  board  (who  visits  St.  Pierre  to  distribute  premiums  to 
the  schools)  and  about  a  hundred  troops  to  reenforce  the  fort.  Repair¬ 
ing  our  machinery  and  painting  ship.  Some  boatmen  have  been  impris¬ 
oned  by  the  authorities  for  going  out  to  the  enemy.  At  nightfall  the 
director  of  the  customs  came  off  to  see  me,  and  said  that  the  governor 
had  said  to  him  that  he  expected  to  see  the  captain  of  the  Sumter  at 
his,  the  director’s  house;  adding  that  he  said  this  of  his  own  motion, 
the  governor  not  having  authorized  him  to  say  as  much  to  me.  I  took 
the  hint  and  went  on  shore,  accompanied  by  my  clerk,  at  8  p.  m.,  to  call 
on  his  Excellency.  He  did  not  seem  to  have  anything  in  particular  to 
say  except  to  renew  his  invitation  to  me  to  go  to  Fort  de  France  in  my 
ship,  which  I  declined,  on  the  ground  that  this  would  be  a  more  con¬ 
venient  port  from  which  to  escape  and  one  affording  more  facilities  for 
the  repairs  of  my  engine.  He  told  me  that  the  captain  of  the  Iroquois 
pleaded  ignorance  as  to  his  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  but, 
added  he,  he  knew  better.  An  American  (enemy)  schooner  got  under 
way  at  dusk  and  stood  out  to  the  Iroquois ,  where  she  remained  about 
an  hour  before  proceeding  on  her  course  to  the  northward  and  westward. 

Tuesday ,  November  19. — Some  surf  observable  this  morning,  increas¬ 
ing  until  about  4  p.  m.,  with  the  wind  variable,  settling  for  a  short  time 
in  the  southeast.  I  became  anxious  on  account  of  my  berth,  which  was 
represented  to  me  as  insecure  in  case  of  a  blow  from  the  seaward.  I 
sent  and  got  the  pilot  on  board,  but  when  he  came  he  said  he  thought 
we  should  not  have  bad  weather,  and  as  by  this  time  the  sea  had  gone 
down,  I  was  of  his  opinion,  and  concluded  to  remain  at  my  anchors  for 
the  present,  especially  as  the  repairs  to  our  machinery  would  be  finished 
by  to-morrow  evening.  Heavy  rain  in  the  evening.  The  Iroquois 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - CONFEDERATE. 


723 


within  the  marine  league.  Visited  by  the  commander  of  the  French 
schooner  of  war  whom  we  called  on  yesterday.  About  10  a.  m.  the 
British  mail  steamer  arrived  from  St.  Thomas.  Sent  a  boat  on  board 
of  her  and  got  English  papers  to  the  1st  November.  She  brings  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  enemy’s  steamer  San  Jacinto  having  boarded  an  English 
steam  packet,  and  taken  out  of  her  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason,  who 
had  been  carried  to  The  Havannah  by  the  Nashville  [Theodora].  The 
English  people  will  regard  this  as  an  insult  to  their  flag,  and  in  this 
way  it  may  do  us  good.  Night  clear,  moon  rising  a  little  before  8;  not 
quite  darkness  enough  for  our  purpose  yet. 

Wednesday ,  November  20. — Morning  clear,  wind  variable,  clouding 
toward  noon.  The  Iroquois  never  loses  sight  of  us,  violating  the  neu¬ 
trality  of  the  port  by  night,  by  coming  within  the  marine  league  to 
observe  us.  Sent  the  engineer  on  shore  to  hurry  the  repairs  of  his 
pumps.  Loosed  sails.  Furled  at  meridian  and  ordered  the  fires  to  be 
lighted  at  1  p  m.,  the  weather  looking  unsettled.  Heeled  the  ship  and 
scraped  the  grass  oft’  her  port  side,  near  the  water  line.  The  Iroquois 
crawled  in  again  last  night,  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  night 
being  cloudy  we  lost  sight  of  her  in  the  early  part  of  the  night  for  the 
first  time. 

Thursday ,  November  21. — Cloudy,  with  slight  showers  of  rain.  Drew 
the  charges  from  the  battery  and  reloaded  it  and  examined  and  put 
in  order  for  action  the  small  arms.  Got  up  some  barrels  of  wet  pro¬ 
visions  and  arranged  them  on  each  side  of  the  quarter-deck  to  trim 
ship,  she  being  an  inch  or  two  too  much  by  the  head.  A  boat  employed 
filling  up  our  water.  Changed  our  fasts  to  the  shore  in  readiness  for 
a  move.  Hurrying  the  engineer  with  his  work.  I  fear  every  moment 
to  see  another  enemy’s  ship  arrive.  During  the  morning  the  governor 
returned  in  the  Acheron  to  Fort  de  France  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
Acheron  returned.  Wrote  a  note  to  the  latter,  complaining  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  port  by  the  enemy’s  ship.  Did 
not  like  the  tone  of  it ;  will  reply  to  it.  Engineer  not  ready,  and  so 
we  are  obliged  to  lie  over  another  day. 

Friday,  November  22. — Morning  partially  cloudy.  The  enemy  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  distant.  The  engineer  will  be  ready  to-day,  and 
God  willing,  we  will  get  out  to-night.  Wrote  to  the  captain  of  the 
Acheron  in  reply  to  the  position  assumed  by  the  governor.  Muffled 
the  windlass.  Getting  on  board  some  water.  Lost  night  between  8 
and  9  o’clock,  the  engineer  being  on  shore  near  the  north  end  of  the 
town,  saw  two  of  the  Iroquois ’  boats,  and  heard  one  of  them  say  to  the 
other,  u  Harry,  that’s  she;  I  see  her,”  in  allusion,  doubtless,  to  the  pres- 
enceof  this  vessel.  We  were  all  very  anxious,  as  the  night  approached, 
as  to  the  state  of  weather,  and  lo !  for  the  first  time  in  five  or  six  days 
we  had  a  beautiful  starlight  night,  without  a  speck  of  a  cloud  any¬ 
where  to  be  seen.  The  enemy  continued  in  plain  sight,  aud  our  black 
smoke,  as  it  issued  from  the  stack,  would  have  betrayed  us  at  a  distance 
of  five  miles.  We  were  therefore  reluctantly  compelled  to  give  up  the 
attempt. 

Saturday ,  November  23. — Beautiful  clear  morning,  with  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  settled  weather.  Fine  star-lit  nights  and  clear  settled  days, 
though  very  pleasant  to  the  lover  of  nature,  are  not  quite  such  weather 
as  we  require  for  running  a  blockade  by  a  ship  which  keeps  herself  in 
plain  sight  of  us,  and  which  has  the  heels  of  us.  But  we  must  have 
patience  and  bide  our  time.  Several  sails  have  come  in  and  departed 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  The  enemy  in  the  offing,  as  usual. 
Toward  uoon  it  began  to  cloud  up  and  we  had  some  rain,  and  I  had 
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strong  hopes  that  we  should  have  a  cloudy,  dark  night.  The  moon 
would  not  rise  until  11:7,  and  if  we  could  be  aided  by  a  few  clouds,  we 
should  have  sufficient  darkness,  for  be  it  known  that  in  these  tropical 
climates,  where  almost  every  star  is  a  moon,  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
darkness  when  the  firmament  is  clear.  But  my  hopes  began  to  fade 
with  the  day,  for  one  cloud  disappeared  after  another  as  the  sun  went 
down,  until  the  night  promised  to  be  as  serene  and  bright  as  the  last. 
Venus,  too,  looked  double  her  usual  size,  and  being  three  hours 
high  at  sunset,  shed  forth  a  flood  of  light,  little  less  than  that  ot  the 
moon  in  a  northern  latitude.  Notwithstanding  all  these  discourage¬ 
ments,  however,  I  resolved  to  attempt  the  run,  and  having  made  all  the 
necessary  preparations  silently,  so  as  not  to  awaken  the  suspicion  of 
the  townspeople,  who  were  always  on  the  alert,  at  about  five  minutes 
before  8  o’clock  gun  fire  I  directed  the  chain  to  be  slipped  and  the  fasts 
to  the  shore  cut,  and  put  her  under  steam.  The  enemy  being  on  the  star¬ 
board  bow,  and  apparently  standing  toward  the  north  point  of  the  road¬ 
stead,  I  headed  her  for  the  south  point,  giving  her  full  steam.  So  much 
on  the  qui  vine  were  the  townspeople  that  we  had  scarcely  moved  20 
yards  when  a  shout  rent  the  air,  as  [and]  there  was  a  confused  murmur 
ofvoicesasif  Babel  had  been  let  loose.  As  we  neared  the  French 
steamer  of  war  Acheron ,  signals  were  made  to  the  enemy  by  means  of 
blue  lights  from  one  of  the  Yankee  schooners  in  port,  perceiving  which 
and  knowing  that  the  signals  were  so  arranged  as  to  designate  our 
direction,  after  running  a  few  hundred  yards  further,  I  doubled  and 
came  back  under  cover  of  the  land,  where  I  stopped  once  or  twice  to 
assure  myself  that  the  enemy  was  continuing  his  course  in  the  opposite 
direction  in  obedience  to  his  signals,  when,  as  soon  as  the  engineer 
could  do  so  (for  he  had  to  cool  his  bearings,  and  this  was  truly  an 
anxious  moment  for  me),  I  gave  her  all  steam  and  stood  for  the  north 
end  of  the  island.  As  we  approached  it  the  fates,  which  before  had 
seemed  unpropitious  to  us,  began  to  smile,  and  a  rain  squall  which  had 
come  up  quite  unexpectedly  began  to  envelope  us  in  its  friendly  fold, 
shutting  in  our  dense  clouds  of  black  smoke,  which  were  really  the 
worst  tell-tales  we  had  to  dread.  The  first  half  hour’s  run  was  a  very- 
anxious  one  for  us ;  but  as  we  began  to  lose  sight  of  the  lights  of  the  town, 
and  to  draw* away  from  the  land,  we  knew  that  the  enemy  had  been 
caught  in  his  own  trap,  and  that  we  had  successfully  eluded  him.  I 
had  warned  the  French  authorities  that  their  neutrality  would  be  dis¬ 
regarded  and  that  these  signals  would  be  made,  but  they  took  no  steps 
that  1  could  learn  to  prevent  it.  The  commander  of  the  Iroquois  had 
been  guilty  of  a  shameful  violation  of  good  faith  toward  the  French 
naval  officer,  to  whom  he  made  a  promise  that  he  would  respect  the 
neutrality  of  the  port,  by  sending  his  pilot  on  shore  and  arranging  these 
signals  with  the  Yankee  skippers.  Yankee  faith  and  Punic  faith  seem 
to  be  on  a  par.  Our  ship  made  good  speed,  though  she  was  very  deep, 
and  by  11 :30  we  were  up  with  the  south  end  of  Dominica.  Here  the 
wind  fell,  and  we  ran  along  the  coast  of  the  island  in  a  smooth  sea,  not 
more  than  4  or  5  miles  from  the  land.  The  moon  by  this  time  being  up, 
the  bold  and  picturesque  outlines  of  this  island,  softened  by  her  rays 
and  wreathed  in  fleecy  clouds,  presented  a  beautiful  night  scene. 
The  sleeping  town  of  Roseau  barely  showed  us  the  glimmer  of  a  light, 
and  we  passed  but  one  coasting  schooner.  At  2  a.  m.  we  were  off  the 
north  end  of  the  island,  but  now  heavy  rain  squalls  came  up  and  ren¬ 
dered  it  so  thick  that  we  were  obliged  to  slow  down  and  even  stop  the 
engine,  it  being  too  thick  to  run.  The  squall  lighting  up  a  little,  we 
endeavored  to  feel  our  way  in  the  dark,  and  mistook  the  south  for  the 
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north  end  of  Prince  Rupert  Bay  and  ran  into  it  instead  of  doubling  the 
island,  and  only  discovered  our  mistake  when  we  had  gotten  fearfully 
near  the  shore  and  whitened  our  water.  Hauled  her  broad  out,  and 
again  put  her  under  very  slow  steam.  The  weather  now  lighting  up 
more,  we  put  her  under  headway  again  and  doubled  the  island  and 
shaped  our  course  E.  by  K  It  was  now  4:30  a.  m.,  and  I  went  below 

and  turned  in.  Deo  gratias.  Poor  D - ,  the  quartermaster,  I  had  to 

break  him  from  his  high  office  of  night  lookout  this  night.  He  had  been 
remarked  for  his  keen  vision  by  night,  but  on  this  occasion  he  was  so 
perturbed  that  he  saw  a  steamer  bearing  down  upon  us  from  every 
direction,  even  magnifying  small  sloops  into  frigates.  The  evening  of 
this  day  was  lovely,  and  I  thiuk  I  have  never  seen  a  more  beautiful, 
sedative,  poetic,  love-in-a-cottage  landscape  than  the  valley  and  hills 
presented,  in  which  lies  the  town  of  St.  Pierre.  All  these  charms  were 
heightened  by  the  presence  of  grim-visaged  war.  Our  run  took  every 
one  by  surprise ;  several  of  the  officers  had  breakfast  and  riding  appoint¬ 
ments  for  several  days  ahead. 

Sunday ,  November  24. — Strong  trade  wind  from  ST.  E.  by  1ST.,  with 
heavy  bank  of  rain  clouds  in  the  S.  E.  Steering  northeast,  with  the 
Island  of  Deseada  [Desirade]  on  the  port  beam,  distant  some  10  miles. 
Showed  French  colors  to  a  French  bark  standing  for  Guadeloupe,  and 
later  in  the  day  showed  French  colors  to  a  Swedish  brig  standing  in  for 
the  islands.  Although  this  was  Sunday  and  muster  day,  we  did  not 
muster  but  merely  inspected  the  crew  at  quarters,  in  consideration  of 
all  hands  having  been  up  nearly  all  night  the  previous  night.  My  crew 
seem  to  be  highly  delighted  at  our  success  in  u  doing  the  Yankee,” but 
I  am  not  sure  but  an  old  boatswain’s  mate  and  aliard-weather  old  quar¬ 
termaster,  who  had  shaved  their  heads  for  a  close  tight,  are  not  some¬ 
what  disappointed  that  it  did  not  come  off.  Latitude,  16°  12'.  The 
evening  being  cloudy  and  the  wind  fresh,  and  we  being  in  the  track  of 
commerce,  we  carried  our  running  lights  during  the  night  to  avoid 
collision. 

Monday ,  November  25. — Morning  clear,  with  trade  clouds  and  a  fresh 
breeze.  At  7  gave  chase  to  an  hermaphrodite  brig  which  had  the 
appearance  of  a  Yankee.  We  showed  him  the  United  States  colors  as 
we  came  up  with  him,  when,  to  our  disappointment,  he  hoisted  the  red 
English;  we  hoisted  our  own  and  kept  on  our  course.  It  is  of  no  use 
to  chase  sails  any  more  in  these  waters;  the  Yankees  have  nearly  all 
disappeared,  and  even  those  who  do  show  themselves  are  small  lum¬ 
bermen  from  Maine,  or  provision  and  live-stock  dealers  from  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Massachusetts.  Exercised  the  crew  with  small  arms,  and  tired 
off  the  loaded  muskets  and  overhauled  and  cleaned  pistols,  tiring  off 
such  of  them  as  had  been  some  time  loaded.  At  4  p.  m.  fired  a  gun 
and  hove  to  the  ship  Montmorenci ,  of  Bath,  Me.,  Brown,  master,  hoist¬ 
ing  our  own  colors  as  we  fired.  This  was  a  large  ship  of  1,183  tons, 
from  Newport,  Wales,  for  St.  Thomas  [West  Indies],  laden  with  coal  for 
theEnglish  mail  steam-packet  service.  Put  the  master  and  owners  under 
a  ransom  bond  of  $20,000,  and  took  the  parole  of  the  master  and  crew 
and  released  her.  Received  on  board  from  her  some  paint,  cordage,  etc. 
At  6  p.  m.  we  stood  on  our  course.  Latitude,  18°  11' ;  longitude,  58°  48'. 

Tuesday ,  November  26. — Morning,  wind  moderate  and  weather  fine. 
Chased  and  showed  first  the  United  States  and  then  our  own  colors  to 
a  Spanish  transport  or  ship  of  war,  a  bark,  mounting  six  or  eight  guns. 
Hammocks  scrubbed  and  hung  in  her  rigging.  u  Sail,  ho !”  nearly  ahead. 
Chased  and  showed  first  the  United  States  and  then  our  own  colors  to 
a  Spanish  brig.  About  11  a.  m.  the  weather,  which  was  so  mild  and 
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beautiful  iu  the  morning,  suddenly  changed.  The  sky  became  clouded 
and  sullen  and  the  Avind  freshened  to  half  a  gale,  raising  an  angry  sea, 
and  as  both  wind  and  sea  were  in  our  teeth,  we  kept  her  1ST.  by  E.  and 
set  the  fore-and-aft  sails.  Latitude,  2,0°  07' ;  longitude,  57°  12b  At  1 :30 
p.  m.  showed  first  the  United  States  and  then  our  own  colors  to  an 
English  schooner,  probably  from  the  Bahamas  to  the  Windward  Islands, 
and  at  3  captured  the  U.  S.  schooner  Arcade*  from  Portland,  Me.,  to 
Pointe  Pitre,  Gaudeloupe,  loaded  with  staves.  Took  the  master  and 
crew  on  board  (a  rough  sea  running)  and  set  fire  to  her.  At  4:40  stood 
on  our  course.  The  blaze  of  the  burning  vessel  still  in  sight  at  8  p.  m. 
During  the  night  the  Avind  lulled  and  became  variable,  hauled  down  the 
fore  and  aft  sails,  and  steered  1ST.  E.  The  prize  had  no  newspapers  on 
board,  but  we  learned  from  the  master  that  the  great  naval  expedition, 
which  the  enemy  had  been  some  time  preparing,  had  struck  at  Beaufort, 
S.O.,  on  Port  Royal  Sound;  no  result  known. 

Wednesday ,  November  27. — Morning,  thick,  heavy  clouds,  with  rain, 
clearing  as  the  day  ad\Tanced.  From  8  o’clock  during  the  rest  of  the 
day,  clear,  bright  weather,  with  a  deep  blue  sea,  and  the  trade  wind 
blowing  half  a  gale  from  the  FT.  E.  At  6  p.  ni.  put  all  sail  on  the  ship 
and  let  the  steam  go  down,  to  enable  the  engineer  to  repair  his  cut-off 
and  patch  his  boiler.  We  are  experiencing  quite  a  sensible  change  of 
temperature.  Latitude,  22°  22' ;  longitude,  5b°  27' .  W e  have  the  ther¬ 
mometer  at  78°  for  the  first  time  in  five  months.  We  haATe  crossed  the 
tracks  to-day  of  the  homeward-bound  United  States  ships,  both  from 
Cape  St.  Roque  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  without  seeing  a  sail. 

Thursday ,  November  28. — Weather  changeable  and  squally,  wind 
shifting  frequently  during  the  day,  giving  indication  of  our  approach 
to  the  northern  limit  of  the  trade  wind.  Nothing  in  sight.  Evening, 
thick  weather  and  rain.  Latitude,  24°  227;  longitude,  57°  12b 

Friday ,  November  29. — Thick,  ugly  weather  with  frequent  squalls  of 
wind  and  rain,  the  wind  frequently  changing  from  2  to  5  points,  but 
always  coming  yet  from  the  eastward.  The  trade  wind  struggles  hard  to 
retain  its  dominion,  but  as  in  the  race  in  the  fable  of  the  north  wind  and 
the  sun,  the  sun  will  soon  conquer — we  have  only  to  get  a  little  farther 
away  from  him.  At  10  a.  m.  clear  and  blowing  half  a  gale  of  wind 
from  N.  E.  Latitude,  25°  5P ;  longitude,  57°  36b  The  stormy  northeast 
wind  continued  all  day,  the  sky  as  clear  as  a  bell. 

Saturday ,  November  30. — Morning  bright  and  beautiful,  with  a  per¬ 
fectly  clear  sky  and  the  sea  of  the  deepest  azure.  The  trade  wind  is 
at  last  succumbing,  there  being  but  a  gentle  breeze  this  morning  and 
that  inclined  to  haul  to  the  eastward  and  thence,  I  think,  to  the  south¬ 
east  and  southwest.  No  sail  in  sight,  nor  have  we  seen  any  for  the  last 
three  days.  At  meridian  nearly  calm,  heading  her  course  N.  E.  Lati¬ 
tude,  27°  16' ;  longitude,  58°  29b  We  have  thus  at  length,  after  a  long 
battle  with  the  trade  wind,  been  able  to  turn  our  head  toward  Europe. 
At  1  p.  m.,  u  Sail,  ho ! ”  was  cried  from  aloft.  Our  fires  being  out  and  the 
ship  under  sail  I  did  not  give  chase.  Indeed,  I  must  deny  myself  this 
pleasure  until  I  get  well  across  the  Atlantic.  I  must  make  most  of  the 
passage  under  sail,  which  will  probably  take  me  fifty  days.  I  have 
only  sixty  days’  supply  of  water  for  my  OAvn  crew,  and  I  have  in  addi¬ 
tion  already  a  prize  crew  of  6  persons  on  board.  My  coal,  too,  of 

*  The  master  anrl  half  owner  of  this  schooner  was  master  of  the  hark  Saxony  at 
the  time  of  the  loss  of  the  Central  America  and  was  instrumental  in  saving  lives 
on  that  occasion,  lor  "which  a  handsome  spyglass  had  been  presented  to  him.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  returning  this  glass  to  him,  captured  among  the  other  effects  of  his 
vessel. 
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which  I  have  only  six  or  seven  days’  supply,  I  must  take  care  of  for  tbe 
emergencies  of  weather  and  for  cruising  a  few  days  on  the  other  side 
before  going  into  port.  I  should  not  like  to  go  in  empty-handed. 
2:30  p.  m.,  trade  wind  about  done;  barometer,  30.14. 

Sunday ,  December  1. — A  beautiful,  bright  morning,  with  a  glassy  sea 
and  a  calm,  the  light  S.  E.  wind  having  died  away  during  the  night. 
We  are  now  truly  in  the  calm  belt  of  Cancer;  barometer,  30.10.  The 
sail  which  we  saw  yesterday  proved  to  be  a  hermaphrodite  brig,  stand¬ 
ing  to  the  northward  and  westward,  probably  a  Bermudian  or  Nova 
S<  otian.  Atll  mustered  thecrew  and  inspected  the  ship.  At  meridian, 
calm.  Latitude,  27°  38';  longitude,  58°  20'. 

Monday ,  December  2. — A  beautiful,  bright  morning.  At  8  a.  m.  a 
brisk  little  breeze  sprang  up  from  the  eastward,  after  nearly  an  entire 
calm  for  two  days.  This  is  still  the  trade  wind  exhaling  its  last  breath. 
Barometer,  30.18.  Latitude,  28°  12';  longitude,  58°  09'.  We  have 
experienced  again  to-day  a  northerly  current  of  about  13  miles.  The 
wind  has  hauled  to  the  S.  E.  and  seems  to  increase  gradually.  Day  per¬ 
fectly  clear  at  noon,  with  a  very  deep  blue  sky  and  sea.  The  wind 
lulled  and  became  very  light  during  the  night. 

Tuesday ,  December  3. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
S.  E.,  freshening.  At  6: 30,  “Sail,  ho!”  a  point  on  the  starboard  bow.  At 
7 :30  the  sail,  which  was  standing  in  nearly  the  opposite  direction  from 
ourselves,  approached  us  within  a  couple  of  miles.  We  hoisted  French 
colors,  wThen  she  showed  United  States.  Took  in  all  the  studding  sails, 
hauled  by  the  wind,  tacked,  and  fired  a  shotted  gun.  The  stranger 
immediately  hove  to.  Lowered  a  boat  and  sent  a  lieutenant  on  board 
of  him.  Stood  on  and  tacked,  and  having  brought  the  stranger  under 
my  guns  I  began  to  feel  suie  of  him  (our  smokestack  was  down  and  we 
could  not  have  raised  steam  in  less  than  two  hours  and  a  half).  He 
proved  to  be  the  ship  Vigilant ,  of  Bath,  Me.,  bound  from  Hew  York  to 
the  guano  island  of  Sombrero,  in  ballast.  Captured  him,  took  from  on 
board  chronometer,  charts,  etc.,  and  a  9-pounder  rifled  gun,  with  ammu¬ 
nition,  etc.,  and  set  him  on  fire,  and  at  3  p.  m.  made  sail.  This  was  a 
fine,  new  ship,  being  only  two  years  old,  and  worth  about  $40,000.  Lati¬ 
tude,  29°  10' ;  longitude,  57°  22'.  A  fine,  fresh  breeze  the  rest  of  the 
afternoon,  steering  E.  by  H.  We  received  a  large  supply  of  Hew  York 
papers  to  the  21st  Hovember.  We  learn  from  these  papers  that  the 
San  Jacinto  was  in  search  of  us  when  she  took  Messrs.  Mason  and  Sli¬ 
dell  from  on  board  the  Trent.  The  enemy  has  thus  done  us  the  honor 
to  send  in  pursuit  of  us  the  Powhatan ,  the  Niagara ,  the  Iroquois ,  the 
Keystone  State ,  and  the  San  Jacinto. 

Wednesday,  December  4. — Weather  cloudy  and  becoming  cool ;  ther¬ 
mometer  76°.  We  have  run  some  140  miles  to  the  eastward  in  the  last 
twenty  four  hours.  It  is  delightful  to  be  making  so  much  easting  under 
sail,  after  havingbeen  buffeted  by  an  east  wind  for  five  months,  whenever 
we  have  turned  our  head  eastward.  Two  of  the  crew  of  the  Vigilant 
are  blacks,  and  I  have  set  them  at  work  pumping  the  ship  out,  etc. 
Latitude,  30°  03';  longitude,  55°  09'.  Weather  thickening  toward 
night;  night,  thick  weather,  with  lightning  from  the  S.  W.  and  H.  W. ; 
wind  hauling  to  the  S.  W.  and  lulling  about  midnight. 

Thursday ,  December  5. — Weather  thick  and  ugly,  the  wind  hauled  to 
north  during  the  morning  watch  and  blew  fresh  for  awhile.  Reefed 
the  topsails.  The  thick  weather  continuing  to  noon,  no  observations 
were  had.  Latitude,  30°  19';  longitude,  53°  02',  D.  K.  Afternoon  and 
night  blowing  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  H.  E.  to  E.  H.  E.  Single  reefed 
the  topsails,  furled  the  mainsail,  and  set  the  reefed  main  trysail. 
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Weather  thick;  carried  our  running  lights  during  the  night.  At  8:30 
hauled  up  the  foresail  and  set  fore  trysail. 

Friday ,  December  6. — Thick,  ugly-looking  weather.  It  blew  a  gale 
all  last  night  and  we  had  a  rough  sea.  This  morning  the  wind  has 
moderated  somewhat,  but  we  have  still  a  heavy  sea.  Our  little  ship 
behaves  beautifully,  but  she  sometimes  receives  very  heavy  thumps 
under  her  flat  quarter,  the  only  faulty  part  about  her  model.  The  wind 
is  lroin  about  E.  by  S.,  and  we  are  doing  little  better  in  the  heavy  sea 
than  lying  to;  in  the  meantime  we  are  shut  down  below  by  a  drizzling 
rain,  and  what  with  the  active  rolling  and  tumbling  of  the  ship,  we 
have  but  little  comfort.  At  1  p.  m.  wore  ship  to  the  southward  and 
eastward;  rain.  No  observation.  Latitude,  29°  35';  longitude,  52° 
02',  D.  R;  wind  N.  E.,  hauling  northwardly.  It  blew  a  gale  all  night 
from  the  N.  E.  with  squalls  of  rain. 

Saturday ,  December  7. — The  gale  broke  this  morning,  after  having 
continued  for  two  days,  but  though  the  weather  became  clear  and  the 
wind  abated,  it  still  continued  to  blow  a  fresh  breeze  from  east,  the  pass¬ 
ing  clouds  having  very  much  the  appearance  of  the  trade  winds  in 
latitude  294°.  We  are  standing  to  the  northward.  Our  ship  is  leak¬ 
ing  a  good"  deal,  it  taking  the  two  hand  pumps  about  half  the  time 
to  keep  her  free.  Most  of  this  water,  no  doubt,  finds  its  way  through 
the  propeller,  but  there  is  rather  more  than  there  ought  to  be,  and  the 
constant  jogging  of  the  pumps  through  half  the  night  gives  me  some 
anxiety.  Latitude,  29°  27' ;  longitude,  51°  35'. 

Sunday ,  December  8 . — It  blew  a  gale  of  wind  again  last  night;  reefed 
the  topsails.  To-day  the  weather  is  very  capricious,  having  changed 
half  a  dozen  times  in  as  many  hours.  During  the  morning  the  wind 
moderated  and  the  weather  gave  signs  of  breaking,  but  it  clouded  up 
again  toward  noon,  and  at  noon  the  wind  was  howling  through  the 
rigging  from  east.  We  have  thus  had  an  easterly  gale  for  three  days. 
At  10  a.  m.  descried  a  sail  from  the  deck ;  the  weather  being  thick  we 
did  not  see  her  until  she  was  within  5  miles  of  us.  Being  a  bark, 
taut-rigged,  and  under  topsails  and  courses,  I  took  her  to  be  a  cruiser. 
Got  up  the  smokestack  and  bore  down  upon  the  stranger,  keeping  the 
wind  of  him.  Having  approached  him  within  a  mile  and  a  half,  fired 
a  shot  ahead  of  him,  hoisting  our  own  colors  and  hauling  down  the 
United  States  upon  firing.  He  hove  to.  We  now  discovered  him  to 
be  a  whaler.  Spoke  him  and  ordered  him  to  send  a  boat  on  board  with 
the  master.  She  proved  to  be  the  bark  Eben  Dodge,  twelve  days  from 
New  Bedford,  bound  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  a  whaling  voyage.  Had 
had  a  heavy  gale  and  had  sprung  some  of  her  spars,  and  stove  some  of 
her  boats  and  was  looking  badly.  Captured  her  and  sent  an  officer 
and  some  men  on  board  of  her  for  water  and  some  other  articles.  Some 
sea  running.  Received  from  on  board  the  prize  some  water  and  other 
articles,  and  brought  her  crew  on  board,  consisting  of  22  persons,  and 
burned  her.*  At  6 : 30  made  sail.  W e  have  now  43  prisoners  on  board. 
Hoisted  in  two  of  her  quarter  boats.  Latitude,  30°  57' ;  longitude, 
51°  492 

Monday ,  December  9. — Weather  cloudy,  with  the  wind  light  from 
S.  E.,  and  a  moderate  sea.  Lowered  the  smokestack  and  set  the  main¬ 
sail.  Ordered  one-half  the  prisoners  (except  the  3  masters,  some  half 
dozen  boys,  and  10  blacks,  the  latter  being  detailed  for  the  pumps)  to 
be  kept  constantly  in  single  irons,  the  prisoners  being  ironed  and 

*  Received  a  supply  of  New  Bedford  and  Boston  papers,  all  of  which  are  full  of 
tlie  capture  of  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  universal  Yankee  nation, 
and  New  England  Thanksgiving,  or  the  Puritan  Christmas. 
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released  by  turns.  One  of  them  who  was  insolent  was  put  in  double 
irons.  At  meridian,  weather  thick  and  barometer  falling;  rain  in  the 
afternoon.  Latitude,  31°  35' ;  longitude,  51°  14'. 

Tuesday r,  December  10. — Morning  cloudy  and  unsettled  weather,  with 
squalls  of  rain.  Barometer  at  8  a.  m.  29.70,  rising  at  10,  with  the  wind 
light  from  the  north.  Ship  rolling  heavily.  Latitude,  32°  39' ;  longitude, 
19°  47'.  All  our  hopes  of  a  westerly  wind  are  baffled;  the  wind  has 
hauled  to  the  N.  E.  Indeed,  it  is  nearly  calm,  with  an  ugly  sea.  As 
night  advanced  the  wind  settled  at  east  and  began  to  blow.  The  wind 
has  thus  gone  round  the  compass  twice  in  the  last  five  or  six  days 
without  stopping  in  the  west,  and  we  have  had  a  head  wind,  conse¬ 
quently,  nearly  all  this  time.  But  a  seaman  has  need  of  patience  and 
resignation;  his  profession  is  one  of  almost  daily  crosses  and  trials. 

Wednesday ,  December  11. — As  ugly  looking  a  morning  as  one  could 
well  conceive;  thick,  dark,  gloomy  weather,  with  the  wind  blowing 
fresh  from  the  east  and  threatening  a  gale  (barometer  29.70  and  fall¬ 
ing),  and  a  steady  but  moderate  rain  falling.  Put  the  ship  under  short 
sail.  Our  large  number  of  prisoners  renders  the  crew  very  uncomfort¬ 
able  during  this  bad  weather,  when  every  one  except  the  watch  on 
deck  is' obliged  to  be  below.  At  meridian  gale  blowing  with  a  thick, 
driving  rain.  Latitude,  32°  48';  longitude,  49°  32',  D.  R.  At  2  p.  m. 
dense  clouds  hanging  very  low  all  around  the  horizon  in  every  direc¬ 
tion.  Wind  about  E.  S.  E.,  inclined  to  haul  to  the  southward.  Barom¬ 
eter  29.59.  The  pall  of  clouds  is  not  so  dense  as  at  noon,  and  the  rain 
comes  only  occasionally  in  squalls.  The  clouds  are  rifted  and  appear 
to  be  on  the  point  of  rapid  motion.  Wore  ship  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  The  wind  soon  after  backed  to  the  northward  and  east¬ 
ward,  and  we  had  to  run  the  ship  off  northwest  for  a  while.  Toward 
night,  however,  the  wind  went  back  to  east,  and  blew  very  fiercely, 
raising  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  sea.  Squalls  of  rain  and  very  vivid 
lightning.  It  blew  very  heavy  until  about  1  a.  in.,  when  it  abated  for 
more  than  two  hours,  blowing  only  in  puffs,  and  then  not  very  hard, 
near  the  center  of  the  cyclone’s  lowest  barometer.  A  little  past  mid¬ 
night  a  quartermaster  entered  with  the  report  that  the  starboard  bow 
port  had  been  stove  in.  It  was  then  blowing  furiously.  I  immediately 
dispatched. the  first  lieutenant  to  barricade  the  port  and  stop  out  the 
water  as  effectually  as  possible,  in  which  he  succeeded  pretty  well. 
This  report  gave  me  considerable  anxiety,  as  the  ports  on  the  gun  deck 
and  the  upper  works  of  the  ship  are  her  weak  points,  at  which  the  gale 
would  assault  her  with  most  effect.  In  the  meantime  the  barometer 
has  been  gradually  settling,  settling,  settling,  sometimes  remaining  sta¬ 
tionary  for  several  hours,  and  then  going  down  as  before.  At  8  p.  m. 
it  was  29.53.  We  had  an  awful  night;  no  one  able  to  sleep. 

Thursday ,  December  12. — Thick,  gloomy  weather,  with  the  gale  raging 
as  fiercely  as  ever.  It  blew  very  heavy  all  the  morning.  The  barom¬ 
eter  has  continued  to  sink  until  it  reached  29.32  at  0  a.  m.,  the  lowest 
point.  The  wind  has  hauled  to  the  S.  We  are  evidently  in  a  cyclone, 
having  taken  it  in  its  northern  quarter,  the  gale  traveling  north.  On 
the  starboard  tack  its  center  has  passed  to  the  westward  of  us. 
Ordered  the  donkey  engine  to  be  got  ready  for  use  last  night  in  case 
the  ship  should  make  more  water  than  the  small  bilge  pumps  could 
throw  out.  Carried  away  the  flying-jib  boom  at  7:30  a.  m.  Saved  the 
sail.  As  the  gale  progressed  the  wind  hauled  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  and  at  4  p.  m.,  judging  that  the  strength  of  the  gale  had 
passed  us,  I  kept  the  ship  on  her  course,  E.  by  S.,  which  gave  a  quar¬ 
tering  wind  and  sea,  and  although  the  sea  was  heavy  and  the  wind  yet 
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blowing  a  gale,  slie  made  beautiful  weather  ot  it,  scudding  as  well  as 
she  had  lain  to.  The  wind  blew  fresh  all  night,  with  a  slowly  rising 
barometer. 

Friday ,  December  13.  —  Weather  clear,  with  passing  clouds;  wind 
fresh,  but  abating;  thermometer  rising  rapidly ;  gale  at  an  end;  wind 
S.W.  to  W.S.  W.  The  cyclone  has  had  a  diameter  of  about  350  to  400 
miles,  as  near  as  I  can  judge.  At  meridian,  barometer  29.70.  Latitude, 
33°  28';  longitude,  47°  03'.  Repairing  damages  after  the  gale.  Barom¬ 
eter  on  a  stand  at  29.70  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Wind  quite 
moderate  and  night  clear  and  beautiful  at  lOp.  m.  It  soon  clouded  up, 
however,  and  we  had  a  rough,  squally  night  of  it,  the  wind  blowing  a 
gale  in  squalls. 

i Saturday ,  December  14. — Morning  cloudy,  with  afresh  wind  from  the 
NT.  W.  About  7:30  a,  m. passed  at  some  distance  a  ship  standing  to  the 
southward  and  westward.  As  the  weather  was  bad  and  we  were 
already  full  of  prisoners,  and  some  nine  hundred  miles  from  land.  1  did 
not  chase.  We  had  a  tire  on  the  berth  deck  last  night,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  presence  of  two  sentries.  A  pea  jacket  and  a  mattress  were 
found  to  be  partially  burned.  No  doubt  some  one  of  the  prisoners 
lighted  a  pipe  clandestinely,  and  went  to  sleep  while  smoking.  The 
tire  was  first  discovered  by  the  smoke  ascending  the  ventilator.  Pun¬ 
ished  all  the  sentries  on  post  by  stopping  their  grog  for  a  week.  Lati¬ 
tude,  33°  49';  longitude,  44°  47'.  Experienced  some  westerly  cur¬ 
rent. 

Sunday ,  December  15. — A  fine,  bright  morning,  with  a  moderate  breeze 
from  the  1ST.  W.  and  the  weather  just  cool  enough  to  be  bracing.  At  11 
a.  m.  mustered  the  crew  at  quarters  and  read  the  articles  of  war;  this 
is  the  first  muster  we  have  had  for  three  weeks,  owing  to  bad  weather, 
etc.  1  did  not  inspect  the  ship  below,  as  the  gun  deck,  owing  to  the 
still  rough  sea,  is  ankle  dee])  in  water.  The  ship  is  leaking  about  10 
inches  per  hour  altogether,  though  through  the  propeller  sleeve,  as  I 
believe.  She  requires  to  be  pumped  out  twice  in  each  watch.  Lati¬ 
tude  34°,  longitude  42°  055  Westerly  current  of  some  20  miles. 

Monday ,  December  16. — A  beautiful,  bright  day,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  N.  E.  We  have  thus  a  head  wind  again.  We  have  got  all  the 
prisoners  on  deck  that  the  berth  deck  may  be  cleaned  of  the  filth  that 
has  accumulated.  A  marine  having  been  found  asleep  last  night  at  his 
post  over  the  prisoners,  I  have  ordered  a  general  court-martial  for  his 
trial.  The  marines  being  mostly  foreigners,  Germans,  are  the  most  indif¬ 
ferent  set  of  men  I  have  in  the  ship.  It  is  very  difficult  to  “lick  them 
into  shape.”  Current  S.  W.  by  W.  23  miles.  Latitude,  33°  24';  longi¬ 
tude,  40°  43'.  Exercised  the  battery  for  the  first  time  for  ten  days  or 
more.  Soon  after  nightfall  an  inquisitive  whale  came  close  under  the 
lee  quarter  and  kept  us  company  for  half  an  hour,  blowing  every  few 
minutes.  Wind  very  light  and  bright  moonlight. 

Tuesday ,  December  17. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  the  wind  very  light  from 
the  westward.  Latitude,  33°  24';  longitude,  40°.  Slight  current  to 
the  westward.  Making  a  flying-jib  boom.  We  were  visited  about  sun¬ 
set  by  another  whale,  a  monster,  which  left  a  wake  like  a  ship.  Indeed, 
we  are  approaching  one  of  the  famous  whaling  localities,  being  about 
700  miles  from  the  Azores.  As  the  moon  rose  (full)  we  had  a  beautiful 
lunar  rainbow.  Wind  light  from  the  westward  all  night. 

Wednesday ,  December  18. — Most  delightful  weather,  perfectly  chair, 
and  sun  brilliant,  with  an  elastic  and  invigorating  atmosphere.  Wind 
light  from  the  N.  W.  Current  westward  about  half  a  mile  an  hour. 
Latitude,  33°  53' ;  longitude,  38°  43'.  We  have  a  sick  list  to-day  of  nine 
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among  the  crew  and  three  among  the  prisoners,  resulting  from  change 
of  temperature  and  a  wet  gun  deck,  on  which  the  men  sleep. 

Thursday ,  December  19. — An  ugly  looking  day,  with  the  wind  varying 
from  the  north  to  the  northwest,  a  fresh  breeze  and  squally.  The  barom¬ 
eter  has  settled  (at  noon)  to  29.52  and  is  still  going  down.  There  is 
undoubtedly  another  gale  of  wind  brewing.  At  this  season  of  the  year 
gales  occur  as  a  regular  thing  every  week  or  ten  days.  Dense,  heavy 
clouds  overcasting  the  sky  at  noon,  no  observation  was  made  for  lati¬ 
tude.  Latitude,  D.  It.,  34°  30';  longitude  chronometer  (assumed  lati¬ 
tude),  36°  40'.  The  court-martial  which  assembled  on  the  16th  for  the 
trial  of  the  marine,  having  got  through  with  its  business,  was  dissolved 
to-day.  The  gale  which  had  been  threatening  all  the  morning  com¬ 
menced  in  earnest  at  2  p.  m. 

Friday ,  December  20.* — Weather  clear,  with  passing  clouds;  wind 
fresh  from  the  N.  W. ;  a  considerable  sea  running  after  the  gale.  No 
damage  done  by  the  late  gale,  except  the  staving  in  of  part  of  a  light 
plank  of  the  upper  works.  Latitude,  34°  17' ;  longitude,  35°  31'.  Blow¬ 
ing  a  fresh  gale  from  the  N.  W.  at  noon,  with  the  barometer  at  a  stand 
at  29.40 ;  wind  moderated  during  the  night. 

Saturday ,  December  21. —  Clear  and  cloudy  by  turns.  Wind  light 
from  S.  W.  to  1ST.  W.,  with  a  heavy  sea  remaining  after  the  gale,  which 
causes  the  ship  to  roll  very  deeply  and  almost  without  cessation,  ren¬ 
dering  her  very  uncomfortable.  We  are  approaching  the  Azores,  one 
of  the  most  stormy  localities,  perhaps,  in  the  North  Atlantic  during  the 
winter.  Latitude,  35°  17'  ;  longitude,  33°  05'.  The  ship  has  either  been 
overlogged  or  we  have  had  a  westerly  current  of  15  to  20  miles.  Sick 
list  increasing,  eleven  of  the  crew  and  three  prisoners  sick.  Just  before 
sunset  discovered  a  sail  astern. 

Sunday ,  December  22. — “  Sail,  ho !”  at  daylight,  doubtless  the  same  one 
we  saw  yesterday  evening.  Got  up  steam  and  gave  chase,  the  sail 
having  shown  an  intention  to  run  off  before  the  wind.  She  soon  hauled 
up  again,  however.  Came  up  with  her  at  11:30  a.  in.,  hoisted  our  flag 
and  fired  a  bow  gun,  when  she  ran  up  French  colors.  Hauled  up  on 
our  course  and  let  the  steam  go  down  and  made  sail.  The  wind  by  this 
time  had  hauled  to  E.,  nearly  dead  ahead.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
began  to  look  very  ugly  again ;  the  barometer,  which  had  not  risen  above 
29.76  since  the  last  gale,  began  to  descend  again,  and  the  wind  com¬ 
menced  that  peculiar  howl  preceding  a  gale.  We  are  scarcely  out  of 
one  gale  before  we  are  in  another. 

Monday,  December  23. — A  beautiful,  bright,  clear  day,  with  amiable- 
looking  white  clouds,  portending  good  weather  for  some  days.  Con¬ 
fined  a  seaman  for  beating  a  prisoner,  and  confined  a  marine  for  cursing 
the  corporal  while  on  post.  Wind  about  E.  S.  E.,  heading  us  off  a  couple 
of  points.  Twelve  of  the  crew  on  the  sick  list.  Latitude,  36°  29';  lon¬ 
gitude,  32°  32'.  Heading  at  noon  E.  N.  E. 

Tuesday,  December  24. — An  unpropitious  Christmas  eve,  the  gale  of 
last  night  continuing  with  rain  and  a  densely  overcast  sky.  The 
barometer  is  rising,  however,  which  is  a  portent  that  the  gale  will  not 
last  long.  I  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  attempting  to  run  into  Fayal. 
These  Azores  seem  to  be  so  guarded  by  the  furies  of  the  storm  that  it 
would  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  reach  them  in  the  winter 
season.  We  have  thirty-eight  days  of  water  on  board,  allowing  a 
gallon  to  a  man,  but  still  I  have  put  the  officers  and  crew  on  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  three  quarts  per  day.  I  will  run  for  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar, 
which  will  carry  me  in  the  vicinity  of  Madeira,  sliotdd  1  have  occasion 

*  Anniversary  of  the  secession  of  South  Carolina.  Glorious  little  State. 
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to  make  a  port  sooner.  No  observation.  Latitude,  37°  31' ;  longitude, 
31°  30',  by  computation. 

Wednesday,  December  2b. — Christmas  day!  bringing  with  it  away 
here  in  mid-ocean  all  the  kindly  recollections  of  the  season  and  home, 
and  church,  and  friends.  Alas !  How  great  the  contrast  between  these 
things  and  our  present  condition.  A  leaky  ship,  filled  with  prisoners 
of  war,  striving  to  make  a  port  through  the  almost  constantly  recur¬ 
ring  gales  of  the  North  Atlantic,  in  midwinter!  Sick  list,  10  of  the 
crew  and  4  prisoners.  Wind  fresh  from  the  N.  W.  We  are  making  a 
good  run  these  twenty-four  hours.  Latitude,  36°  08';  longitude,  28°  42'. 

Thursday ,  December  26. — The  weather  showed  a  disposition  to  clear 
during  the  morning,  but  it  clouded  and  became  squally  again  toward 
noon.  Barometer  29.44.  The  chances  are  that  we  shall  have  another 
gale  before  we  have  fair  weather,  if,  indeed,  there  is  any  such  thing  as 
fair  weather  in  this  portion  of  the  seas  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
There  was  a  sail  reported  from  the  masthead  during  the  morning  watch, 
but  in  the  present  condition  of  the  ship  and  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  weather  we  did  not  chase.  Latitude,  35°  09';  longitude,  25°  56'. 
Wind  light  from  N.  at  noon,  and  heavy  squall  from  N.  W.  The  wind 
blew  a  gale  during  the  night  from  the  N.  W.,  but  moderated  toward 
morning.  Everybody  saw  Cape  Fly  Away  in  the  afternoon. 

Friday ,  December  27. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the 
N.  W.,  and  considerable  sea;  ship  rolling  deeply,  but  making  good  way. 
The  barometer  rises  very  slowly,  it  being  still  at  29.70  at  noon.  Lati¬ 
tude,  35°;  longitude,  22°  49'.  Wind  light  during  the  night.  A  sail 
was  reported  from  aloft  during  the  morning  watch,  but  we  did  not 
chase,  as  we  did  not  see  her  from  the  deck,  and  the  chase  would  have 
led  us  a  long  way  off  from  our  course, 

Saturday ,  December  28. — A  fine,  bright  day,  with  the  wind  light  from 
theS.W.  Atdaylight,  “Sail,  ho!”  nearlyahead.  Took  in  studding  sails 
and  hauled  up  to  the  southward  and  eastward  in  chase.  Got  up  steam 
and  at  11:30  a.m.,  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the  English 
bark  RicMbucto ,  from  Liverpool,  December  5,  to  Yera  Cruz,  laden  with 
salt.  We  received  some  late  English  papers.  The  affair  of  the  Trent 
caused  great  excitement  in  England.  The  Nashville  arrived  at  South¬ 
ampton  on  November  21,  having  towed  a  Yankee  ship  on  her  way. 
England  feels  badly  insulted  by  the  Trent  affair,  but  seems  about  to 
pocket  the  insult  through  the  mediation  of  Louis  Napoleon.  Latitude, 
35°  17';  longitude,  20°  53'.  This  ship  gives  us  the  report  of  Prince 
Albert’s  death.  This  event  will  absorb  all  others  for  a  time  in  England, 
which  has  always  taken  great  delight  in  honoring  her  kings,  dead  and 
living,  especially  if  he  be  a  Dutchman  or  a  German. 

Sunday ,  December  29. — Rainy,  with  the  sky  generally  overcast  and 
with  a  light  wind  from  the  S.  to  S.  S.  E.  Two  sail  were  reported  from 
the  masthead  this  morning,  but  as  neither  of  them  came  in  sight  from 
the  deck,  and  the  chances  are  ten  to  one  that  they  are  foreign  in  this 
part  of  the  ocean,  and  as  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  make  better  use 
of  my  fuel  as  we  draw  up  with  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar,  I  did  not  chase. 
Latitude,  35°  43';  longitude,  18°  59'.  Made  another  sail  too  late  to 
chase,  though  she  was  seen  from  the  deck. 

Monday ,  December  50.—“  Sail,  ho !”  at  daylight,  and  “Sail,  ho !”  in  suc¬ 
cession  during  the  whole  day,  until  as  many  as  twenty-five  were  reported. 
There  were  as  many  as  nine  or  ten  in  sight  at  one  time,  all  standing  on 
the  same  course,  to  the  southward  and  westward.  Got  up  steam  and 
began  chasing  at  8  a.  m.  and  chased  until  4  p.  m.  The  first  vessel  we 
overhauled  was  a  Dutch  bark,  clipper-looking,  on  board  which  we  sent 
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a  boat;  and  we  afterwards  overhauled  and  caused  to  show  their  flags 
fifteen  others  of  the  fleet,  every  one  of  which  was  European,  viz :  Dutch 
(ships),  4;  English  (2  barks  and  5  brigs),  7 ;  French  (1  ship  and  1  brig),  2; 
Sweedisli  (brig),  1;  Prussian  (bark),l;  Hamburg  (brig),  1.  One  of  the 
results  of  the  war  is  that  in  this  whole  fleet,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain, 
there  was  not  a  single  Yankee.  So  many  ships  at  the  same  time,  so  far 
out  at  sea,  is  a  sight  not  often  seen.  The  weather  was  very  thick  and 
rainy,  wind  from  the  S.  to  E.;  a  real  dirty  day,  and  in  such  a  state  of 
weather,  with  so  many  ships  running  down  our  track,  we  had  serious 
apprehensions  of  collision  as  the  night  set  in,  to  guard  against  which 
we  set  our  masthead  as  well  as  side  lights.  At  4 :30  p.  m.  let  the  steam 
go  down  and  made  sail.  No  observation.  Latitude,  35°  39';  longitude, 
17°  33',  D.  B.  We  first  showed  the  United  States  colors  to  all  these 
vessels,  and  the  only  one  which  saluted  it  was  the  Prussian.  We 
afterwards  showed  our  own  flag  to  a  number  of  them  and  they  all 
saluted  it,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  The  stream  of  vessels  still  con¬ 
tinued  after  nightfall,  two  having  passed  us,  showing  lights,  one  ahead 
of  us  and  other  astern,  at  6 :15  p.  m.,  or  about  one  hour  after  dark.  The 
wind  was  blowing  fresh  from  the  E.  and  they  came  down  upon  us  with 
fearful  rapidity.  A  third  sail,  showing  a  light,  passed  us  at  8:30. 

Tuesday ,  December  31. — This  is  the  last  day  of  the  year,  and  a  beauti¬ 
ful  day  it  is.  It  is  bright,  the  air  just  cool  enough  to  be  comfortable, 
from  the  north,  and  the  sea  pretty  smooth.  At  daylight  a  couple  of 
sail  were  reported  from  aloft,  but  as  they  were  at  a  great  distance 
and  out  of  our  course  we  did  not  chase.  Latitude  observed,  35°  22' ; 
longitude,  16°  27'.  A  third  sail  was  seen  at  noon,  also  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance.  It  becoming  quite  calm  at  8  p.  m.  I  put  the  ship  under  steam, 
being  about  490  miles  from  Cadiz. 

Wednesday ,  January  7, 1862. — Yearly  calm,  wind  light  from  the  west¬ 
ward,  sky  partially  overcast,  sea  smooth;  making  9  knots.  Nothing 
seen  during  daylight.  At  night  (9)  a  sail  passed  us,  a  gleam  of  whose 
lights  we  caught  for  a  moment  in  the  darkness.  Let  the  steam  go  down 
at  8,  and  put  the  ship  under  sail.  Latitude,  35°  53' ;  longitude,  13°  14'. 

Thursday ,  January  2. — Morning  cloudy,  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the 
south.  Clouds  breaking  and  weather  clearing  partially  toward  noon. 
Two  sail  were  descried  from  the  masthead  during  the  morning  watch. 
One  of  them,  standing  to  the  westward,  under  full  sail,  soon  passed  out 
of  sight;  the  other,  standing  toward  us,  we  chased  and  overhauled. 
She  showed  French  colors.  Latitude,  35°  52';  longitude,  9°  36'. 

Friday ,  January  3. — Ugly  looking  morning,  with  a  falling  barometer. 
Several  sail  were  reported  from  the  masthead  during  the  morning 
watch.  We  shortened  sail  to  permit  one  [of]  them  which  was  steering 
the  same  course  with  ourselves  to  come  up  with  us.  She  proved  to  be 
a  Spaniard.  W e  then  gave  chase  to  another  ahead  of  us,  running  before 
the  wind  for  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.  We  chased  her  some  two  hours, 
when  it  began  to  blow  a  fierce  gale  from  the  west,  which  obliged  us  to 
give  over  the  chase  and  to  haul  up  to  prevent  running  to  leeward  of 
our  port,  and  to  put  the  ship  under  short  sail  and  steam.  It  blew  very 
fiercely  until  near  sunset,  and  raised  a  heavy,  short,  abrupt  sea,  in 
which  the  ship  rolled  more  heavily  than  I  had  ever  seen  her  before. 
He  [it]  shook  our  propeller  so  as  to  cause  the  ship  to  increase  her 
quantity  of  water  considerably;  so  much  so,  that  the  engineer  reported 
that  under  short  steam  he  was  just  keeping  her  free  with  his  bilge 
pumps,  and  that  if  anything  should  happen  to  these  he  feared  the  other 
pumps  would  not  be  sufficient.  Under  these  circumstances  1  ran  in  for 
the  land,  cutting  short  my  cruise  by  a  day  or  two,  as  I  still  had  three 
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days’  coal  on  board.  We  made  the  Cadiz  light  in  the  mid  watch  (my 
fine  chronometers),  a  beautiful  red  flash,  and  soon  after  got  soundings. 
Ban  in  for  the  light  under  low  steam,  and  at  7  a.  m.  we  were  within  4  or  5 
miles  of  it.  The  morning  was  dark,  and  wet,  and  gloomy.  W  e  fired  a 
gun  and  hoisted  the  jack  for  a  pilot,  and  soon  after,  having  received 
one  on  board,  we  ran  into  the  harbor  and  anchored.  As  we  approached 
the  scene  was  most  beautiful  in  spite  of  the  day.  The  city  of  Cadiz  is 
a  perfect  picture  as  you  approach  it,  with  domes  and  towers,  and  min¬ 
arets,  and  Moorish-looking  houses  of  a  beautiful  white  stone.  The 
harbor  was  crowded  with  shipping,  very  thinly  sprinkled  with  Yankees, 
who  could  get  no  freights,  and  a  number  of  villages  lay  around  the 
margin  of  the  bay,  and  were  picturesquely  half  hidden  in  the  slopes  of 
the  surrounding  mountains,  all  speaking  of  regenerate  old  Spain,  and 
of  the  populousness  and  thrift  of  her  most  famous  province  of  Anda¬ 
lusia.  Visited  by  the  health  officer,  who  informed  us  that  unless  we 
were  specially  exempted,  we  should  be  quarantined  for  three  days  for 
not  having  a  certificate  of  health  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Martinique. 
A  number  of  the  merchant  ships  hoisted  their  flags  in  honor  of  our 
arrival,  and  one  Yankee  showed  his  in  defiance.  Latitude  and  longi¬ 
tude  at  noon  of  the  3d:  Latitude,  35°  49';  longitude,  7°. 

Saturday ,  January  4. — Harbor  of  Cadiz,  ancient  Gades,  with  its 
Moorish  houses  and  feluccas,  or  lateener  vessels.  Some  flue  oranges 
alongside,  the  product  of  this  latitude,  36°  32',  about  the  same  parallel 
of  Norfolk,  Va.  It  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  days  to-day  since 
we  ran  the  blockade  at  New  Orleans,  and  of  this  time  we  have  been 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  days  at  sea.  We  are  informed  this  evening 
that  the  question  of  our  being  admitted  to  pratique  (and  I  presume  also 
the  landing  of  our  prisoners)  has  been  referred  to  Madrid  by  telegram. 

Sunday ,  January  5. — Early  this  morning  the  health  officers  came 
alongside  and  brought  me  an  order  from  the  Government  to  depart 
within  twenty-four  hours,  and  a  tender  of  such  supplies  as  I  might 
need  in  the  meantime.  I  replied,  in  writing,  that  I  claimed  the  hospi¬ 
tality  of  the  port  as  a  vessel  of  war  of  a  recognized  belligerent,  and 
further  that  I  was  compelled  to  decline  obedience  to  the  order  by  the 
unseaworthy  condition  of  my  ship,  which  required  to  go  into  dock 
before  she  could  proceed  to  sea.  At  11 :30  a  boat  with  the  Spanish 
flag  anchored  a  short  distance  from  me,  evidently  a  guard  set  upon 
my  movements.  #  *  *  The  order  to  proceed  to  sea  was  begotten 
in  the  muddy  brain  of  the  local  authorities.  My  reply  to  it  having- 
been  telegraphed  to  Madrid,  these  authorities  were  overruled,  and  the 
Queen  dispatched  an  order  to  permit  me  to  land  my  prisoners,  and  to 
make  such  repairs  as  I  needed.  So  this  business,  which  lias  troubled 
us  for  a  couple  of  days,  is  at  an  end.  This  evening,  just  before  dark, 
a  Spanish  steam  frigate  came  down  from  the  navy  yard  and  anchored 
near  us. 

Monday ,  January  6. — Last  night  I  was  aroused  at  2:30  a.  m.,  by  a 
boat  from  the  shore,  with  a  note  from  the  military  governor,  request¬ 
ing  me  to  delay  proceeding  to  sea,  that  the  benevolent  intentions  of 
her  Majesty’s  Government  in  regard  to  me  might  be  carried  out.  The 
muddy  heads  on  shore  had  received  a  dispatch  from  Madrid,  in  reply 
to  my  letter  to  them.  The  steam  frigate  disappeared  somehow  during 
the  night.  Protested  against  the  presence  of  a  health-guard  boat. 

Tuesday,  January  7. — To-day  I  received  a  note  from  Sehor  de  Vigo, 
the  civil  governor,  informing  me  that  the  Queen’s  Government  had 
consented  to  permit  me  to  land  my  prisoners,  and  to  remain  for  repairs. 
He  puts  my  remaining,  however,  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  growing 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS — CONFEDERATE.  735 

out  of  my  crippled  condition.  Received  also  a  reply  from  the  Yankee 
consul  to  my  note  about  the  prisoners;  declined  to  receive  it  for  want 
of  being  properly  addressed.  Landed  all  the  prisoners.  Received 
another  note  from  the  civil  governor,  requesting  me  to  hurry  with  ray 
repairs,  etc.  Sent  to  the  captain  of  the  port  on  the  subject;  referred 
by  him  to  the  captain- general. 

Wednesday,  January  8. — Complained  to  the  civil  governor  of  the 
paymaster  and  surgeon  having  been  called  alongside  the  gu.ird  boat 
(whilst  coming  on  board  in  a  shore  boat).  Dispatched  a  lieutenant  to 
San  Fernando  to  see  the  captain-general  about  docking  the  ship.  He 
returned  at  nightfall  with  word  that  the  captain- general  would  reply 
to  me  in  the  morning. 

Thursday,  January  9. — Visited  by  the  engineer  of  the  docks  at  San 
Fernando  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  repairs  which  we  shall  require, 
and  to  take  the  dimensions  of  the  ship  to  ascertain  whether  she  can 
enter  the  only  dock  that  is  empty. 

Friday,  January  10. — No  answer  from  the  captain-general  yet  (noon) 
as  to  our  being  docked.  Besides  the  six  ships  which  Mr.  Welles  says 
have  been  in  pursuit  of  me,  viz,  the  Powhatan ,  the  Niagara,  the  San 
Jacinto,  the  Iroquois,  the  Keystone  State,  the  Richmond  (see  Secretary 
Welles’  report),  the  Ino  and  the  Dacotah  were  also  employed  in  this 
fruitless  business.  We  are  fairly  in  the  hands  of  the  circumlocution 
office.  I  suppose  they  are  telegraphing  to  Madrid.  The  greatest 
excitement  prevails  all  over  Europe  to  learn  the  result  of  the  English 
demand  for  the  commissioners;  the  general  impression  is  that  the 
Yankees  will  give  them  up,  and  that  there  will  be  no  war.  The  packet 
from  New  York  is  expected  in  England  to-day.  In  the  meantime 
Great  Britain  is  calling  home  her  ships  of  war.  The  Mediterrean  fleet 
arrived  at  Gibraltar  the  other  day,  January  2,  and  threw  the  commer¬ 
cial  community  into  the  greatest  consternation.  Received  final  per¬ 
mission  this  evening  from  the  captain-general  to  enter  dock. 

Saturday,  January  11. — Cadiz  is  full  of  life  and  business.  Met  Mr. 
Oliver.  He  is  from  the  East;  says  Russia  is  laying  deep  schemes  for 
uniting  the  whole  Slavonic  race  under  her  rule,  and  that  the  cotton 
pressure  is  felt  at  Constantinople,  up  the  Danube,  and  in  short  all 
over  eastern  Europe.  Received  permission  from  the  governor  to  land 
the  marine  who  was  sentenced  by  court-martial  to  be  discharged.  News 
of  the  great  fire  in  Charleston.  Rumor  that  the  Yankees  have  given 
up  the  commissioners.  Can  scarcely  credit  it  as  yet.  Yankeedom  can 
hardly  have  fallen  so  low.  No  reply  to  my  telegram  to  Mr.  Yancey 
yet. 

Sunday,  January  12. — Dispatched  telegram  to  Yancey  or  Fearn,  in 
Paris.  The  news  that  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  have  been  given  up 
seems  to  be  confirmed.  The  diplomatic  tomfoolery  of  notifying  the 
Yankee  Government  unofficially  that  the  ultimatum  would  be  withheld 
a  short  time,  to  give  the  Yankee  Government  time  to  give  up  the  com¬ 
missioners  voluntarily,  was  resorted  to.  The  Yankee  consul  here  gives 
a  dinner  on  the  occasion.  The  Cadiz  papers  comment  very  unfavor¬ 
ably  upon  this  backdown,  and  insist  that  notwithstanding  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  great  powers  to  interpose  and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  In 
the  afternoon  we  got  underway  and  passing  through  the  fleet  of  ship¬ 
ping,  went  up  to  the  dock  at  [La]  Carraca,  some  8  miles  east  of  the 
city.  The  harbor  is  perfect,  the  water  deep,  and  the  buildin  gs  extensive. 
The  pilot  who  brought  me  up  says  he  is  the  man  to  run  me  out  by  the 
enemy  when  I  am  ready;  that  lie  was  in  New  Orleans  forty  years  ago, 
and  remained  a  year  in  Louisiana,  where  he  learned  to  speak  the  lan- 
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guage,  which  he  has  not  yet  entirely  forgotten.  Sent  the  powder  and 
loaded  shells  to  the  magazine.  Pilot’s  name,  Antonio  Bneno. 

Monday ,  January  13. — At  about  10  o’clock  the  dockyard  people  came 
on  board  of  us,  and  at  10:30  we  were  safely  docked,  and  at  noon  the 
dock  was  pumped  dry.  We  suffered  very  little  damage  from  running 
ashore  at  Marauham ;  we  indented  a  small  place  under  the  forefoot 
and  knocked  off  only  a  small  part  of  our  false  keel,  instead  of  the  whole 
of  it,  as  we  supposed.  We  are  now  knocking  away  bulkheads  and 
removing  magazine  and  shell  room  to  get  at  the  shaft.  At  1  p.  m.  called 
officially  upon  the  naval  commandant,  the  segundo ,  and  returned  him 
my  thanks  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  had  docked  my  ship. 
I  spoke  of  the  backdown  of  the  Yankees,  which  he  asserted  would 
make  them  lose  caste  in  Europe.  The  great  fire  at  Charleston  was 
alluded  to  by  him,  whereupon  I  remarked  to  him  that  Europe  could  see 
from  this  incident  (the  work  of  incendiaries,  prompted  and  paid  no 
doubt  by  the  enemy)  the  barbarous  nature  of  the  war  which  was  being 
waged  upon  us,  and  told  him  that  we  were  in  fact  fighting  the  battles  of 
Spain  as  well  as  our  own,  for  if  the  barbarians  of  the  North  succeeded  in 
overrunning  the  South  (which,  however,  I  pronounced  an  impossibility) 
and  destroying  our  slave  property,  in  their  wild  fanaticism  and 
increasing  madness  they  would  next  make  war  upon  Cuba  and  Puerto 
Bico.  He  replied  that  this  war  could  not  continue  much  longer;  there 
were  people  and  territory  enough  in  North  America  to  make  two  great 
governments,  and  Europe  would  no  doubt  soon  interpose.  Treated 
with  great  civility  and  kindness. 

Tuesday ,  January  11. — Had  an  interview  to-day  with  the  naval  com¬ 
mandant,  who  explained  to  me  the  orders  he  had  received  from  the 
Government  in  relation  to  my  ship,  and  which  were  to  put  upon  her 
on  ty  the  indispensable  repairs,  without  essential  alterations.  I  expressed 
myself  satisfied  with  this;  told  him  I  knew  the  solicitude  of  his  Govern¬ 
ment  to  avoid  complications,  and  that  so  far  as  depended  upon  me  he 
might  rely  that  I  would  permit  nothing  to  be  done  which  would  involve 
it  in  any  way.  Proceeding  with  the  necessary  repairs.  Seven  thou¬ 
sand  workmen,  many  of  them  convicts,  are  employed  in  this  yard. 
They  have  in  clock,  receiving  her  copper,  a  heavy  steam  frigate  con¬ 
structed  here,  and  another  still  larger  on  the  stocks.  Immense  quan¬ 
tities  of  timber  are  in  the  docks,  and  though  the  water  is  salt,  it  is  not 
attacked  by  the  worm,  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  preventing  it. 
Timber  which  has  been  forty  years  in  these  docks  is  perfectly  sound. 
Five  of  my  men  deserted  yesterday.  They  are  all  foreigners,  lam  glad 
to  say.  The  commandant  has  promised  to  put  the  police  on  the  scent, 
but  I  have  no  expectation  that  [I]  shall  get  them. 

Wednesday ,  January  15. — Having  had  the  plank  replaced  in  the  bilge, 
and  recoppered  and  overhauled  the  propeller,  wre  were  let  out  of  dock 
at  1  p.  in.  These  repairs  were  done  with  a  very  bad  grace  by  the  Spanish 
officials,  who  seemed  in  a  great  hurry  to  get  rid  of  us,  lest  the  affair  ot 
our  being  docked  should  compromise  them,  but  this  I  suppose  was  due 
to  official  timidity  and  not  to  any  want  of  good  feeling,  as  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  yard  expressed  to  me  his  regret  at  not  being  able  to 
put  me  in  complete  repairs,  and  personally  offered  to  be  of  any  service 
to  me  in  his  power.  Our  engine  not  being  ready  for  use,  the  captain- 
general  sent  a  small  steamer  to  tow  me  to  Cadiz,  where  we  anchored 
at  about  4  p.  in.  Whilst  lying  in  the  dock  a  stampede  took  place  among 
my  crew,  nine  of  them  having  deserted.  Two  were  brought  back,  but 
the  rest  escaped.  Some  of  these  men  had  behaved  themselves  very 
well,  but  none  of  them  of  course  had  any  attachment  to  the  flag,  not 
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being  natives  or, indeed,  citizens  at  all,  and,  sailor-like,  they  had  gotten 
tired  and  wanted  a  change.  Some,  no  doubt,  shrank  from  the  arduous 
and  perilous  nature  of  the  service  in  which  we  were  engaged.  They 
took  refuge  with  the  Yankee  consul  and  it  was  useless  to  ask  to  have 
them  given  up.  The  enemy  is  certainly  good  at  burning  cities  by  means 
of  negro  incendiaries,  and  at  enticing  away  our  seamen.  Another  lad 
ran  away  from  a  boat  this  evening.  Have  directed  that  no  boat  leave 
the  ship  without  one  officer  and  that  the  officer  be  armed  and  ordered 
to  shoot  any  man  who  attempts  to  desert. 

Thursday ,  January  16. — First  lieutenant  and  engineer  on  shore,  look¬ 
ing  to  the  repairs  of  the  ship  and  for  an  anchor.  At  9  p.  m.  the  aid- 
de-camp  of  the  military  governor  came  on  board,  bringing  a  pilot  with 
him,  with  a  peremptory  order  for  me  to  go  to  sea.  1  replied  in  writing, 
stating  the  repairs  that  my  ship  yet  needed  and  that  1  was  waiting  for 
funds  to  repair,  coal  my  ship,  etc. 

Friday ,  January  17. — Before  I  had  turned  out  this  morning  the 
governor’s  aid  again  came  on  board,  stating  that  the  order  was  made 
peremptory  that  I  should  go  to  sea  in  six  hours,  or  I  should  be  forced. 
I  called  in  person  on  the  governor,  a  bull-headed,  stupid  official,  and 
endeavored  to  make  him  understand  how  I  was  situated,  but  it  seemed 
impossible.  He  promised  me,  however,  to  send  a  dispatch  to  Madrid 
to  the  effect  that  I  had  no  coal,  was  awaiting  funds  to  purchase  tlie 
same,  etc.,  but  added  that  if  he  received  no  dispatch  in  the  six  hours  he 
would  require  me  to  depart.  I  returned  on  board  and  gave  the  neces¬ 
sary  orders  to  get  ready  for  sea.  At  4  p.  m.,  whilst  I  was  weighing  my 
anchor,  the  general’s  aid  came  alongside  and  said  to  me  that  the 
Madrid  Government  had  consented  to  let  me  remain  twenty-four  [forty- 
eight]  hours;  that  a  dispatch  was  being  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  to 
which  the  general  desired  I  would  reply  in  writing.  I  told  the  officer 
that  if  his  Government  had  politely  acceded  to  my  request,  permitting 
me  to  remain  until  my  funds  arrived,  I  would  have  appreciated  it,  but 
that  being  restricted  to  forty-eight  hours  I  declined  to  avail  myself  of  the 
privilege  and  should  go  to  sea,  and  that  the  general  need  not  trouble 
himself  to  send  me  the  written  dispatch,  and  I  had  no  other  reply  to 
make.  I  got  underway  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  and  as  I  was 
passing  out  a  boat  was  seen  pulling  in  great  haste  toward  me,  one  of 
the  crew  holding  up  a  letter  in  his  hand.  I  did  not  stop  to  receive  it. 
I  felt  too  indignant  at  the  manner  in  which  I  had  been  treated  to  be 
very  civil.  We  passed  outside  of  the  harbor  a  little  before  sunset,  and 
held  on  to  the  light  until  midnight,  when  we  steamed  for  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar. 

Saturday ,  January  18. — Morning  cloudy  and  threatening  a  change  of 
weather.  Yearly  calm,  with  a  smooth  sea.  We  entered  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar  at  about  5  a.  m.,  passing  the  Tarifa  light,  and  with  the  bold 
shores  of  both  Africa  and  Europe  in  plain  sight  in  the  bright  moon¬ 
light — bright  notwithstanding  the  passing  clouds.  We  made  the 
Gibraltar  light  about  daylight  and  saw  at  the  same  time  a  number  of 
sails.  We  gave  chase  to  two  barks  that  looked  American,  which  they 
proved  to  be,  and  which  we  captured.  The  first  was  the  bark  Neapoli¬ 
tan ,  of  Kingston,  Mass.,  from  Messina  to  Boston,  laden  with  fruit  and 
50  tons  of  sulphur.  The  whole  cargo  was  stated  by  the  master  in  his 
deposition  to  belong  to  the  Baring  Brothers,  consigned  to  their  agent 
in  Boston — a  falsehood,  no  doubt.  Without  stopping  to  look  into  the 
bona  tides  of  this  claim  of  neutral  ownership,  it  was  enough  that  the 
sulphur  was  contraband,  and  that  the  fruit  belonged  to  the  same  owner. 
1  destroyed  both  ship  and  cargo.  No  papers  as  to  the  latter  were  pro- 
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duced,  etc.  The  second  vessel  was  also  a  bark,  the  Investigator ,  of 
Searsport,  Me.  She  being'  laden  with  iron  ore,  the  property  of  neutrals, 
Englishmen,  I  released  her  on  ransom  bond.  She  was  bound  from  Gar- 
rucha,  in  Spain,  to  Newport,  Wales.  One-fourth  of  this  vessel  was 
owned  in  South  Carolina.  Share  of  the  South  Carolina  owner  was 
omitted  from  the  ransom  bond.  Amount  of  bond,  $15,000,  less  one- 
fourth.  Having  burned  the  Neapolitan,  I  steamed  in  for  Gibraltar  at 
2:30  p.  m.  Blowing  fresh  from  the  N.W.,  and  making  slow  progress. 
Passed  under  Europa  Point  at  about  dusk  and  stood  in  and  anchored 
in  the  bay  at  about  7 :30  p.  m.  Boarded  in  a  few  minutes  by  a  boat 
from  an  English  frigate,  with  an  offer  of  service.  Sent  a  boat  along¬ 
side  the  health  ship. 

Sunday,  January  19. — We  were  informed  early  this  morning  that  we 
had  pratique.  A  number  of  English  officers  and  citizens  came  on  board 
of  us.  At  10  I  called  on  board  the  frigate  which  had  sent  the  boat 
on  board  of  us  last  night,  but  was  informed  that  the  captain  (who  was 
absent)  was  not  the  commanding  officer  present,  and  that  the  latter 
lived  on  shore.  At  2  p.  m.  I  landed  at  the  arsenal  and  called  upon  the 
commanding  naval  officer,  who  received  me  very  politely.  I  asked  the 
loan  of  an  anchor,  having  but  one,  and  the  captain  promised  to  supply 
me  with  one,  if  there  should  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  law 
officer  of  the  Crown.  Walked  from  the  captain’s  little  oasis,  scooped 
out,  as  it  were,  from  the  surface  of  the  rock,  with  a  nice  garden  plot 
and  trees  and  shrubbery,  etc.,  down  into  the  town,  and  called  on  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Sir  William  j.  Codrington,  K.  C.  B.,  the  governor,  an 
agreeable  type  of  an  English  gentleman,  of  about  50  to  55  years  of  age. 
The  governor  tendered  me  the  facilities  of  the  market,  etc.,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  conversation  said  he  should  object  to  my  making  Gibraltar 
a  station  at  which  to  lie  at  an  anchor  for  the  purpose  of  sallying  out 
into  the  strait  and  seizing  my  prey.  I  told  him  that  this  had  been  set¬ 
tled  as  contrary  to  law  by  his  own  distinguished  judge,  Sir  William 
Scott,  sixty  years  ago,  and  that  he  might  rely  upon  my  taking  no  step 
whatever  violative  of  the  neutrality  of  England  so  long  as  I  remained 
in  her  port,  etc.  The  garrison  is  about  7,000  strong,  and  it  being  Sun¬ 
day,  the  parade  ground  and  the  streets  were  thronged  with  gay  uniforms. 
Spain,  with  her  hereditary  jealousy  and  suspiciousness  of  character,  is 
very  formal  and  strict  as  to  her  intercourse  with  the  rock.  The  Duke 
of  Beaufort  visited  us  to-day. 

Monday ,  January  20. — Ship  reported  as  having  dragged  her  anchor. 
Ordered  steam  got  up  and  the  berth  shifted.  Ban  in  nearer  to  the 
eastern  shore,  into  4  fathoms  water  and  where  it  was  smoother. 

Tuesday ,  January  21. — To-day  the  governor’s  secretary,  Colonel 
Fremantle,  came  on  board  to  return  my  visit  on  the  part  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor,  and  to  read  to  me  by  the  latter’s  direction  a  memorandum  of 
the  conversation  which  had  passed  between  us  on  Sunday.  The  points 
noted  were,  first,  that  we  had  agreed  that  I  should  receive  all  neces¬ 
sary  facilities  for  the  repair  (from  private  sources)  and  supply  of  my 
ship,  contraband  of  war  excepted,  and  second,  that  I  would  not  make 
Gibraltar  a  station  at  which  to  lie  at  anchor  and  sally  out  upon  my 
enemy.  I  assented  to  the  correctness  of  the  governor’s  memorandum. 
Ordered  the  fires  to  be  kept  up  so  that  we  could  have  steam  in  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  in  case  the  ship  should  drag  her  only  anchor.  The  first 
lieutenant  and  paymaster  on  shore  making  arrangements  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  an  anchor  and  chain.  The  house  of  Peacock  &  Co.  refused  to 
supply  us  because  it  would  affect  their  Yankee  custom.  They  made 
arrangements  with  another  party.  The  town  of  Gibraltar,  from  the 
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fact  that  the  houses  are  built  on  the  side  of  the  rock,  and  stand  one 
above  the  other,  presents  the  beautiful  spectacle  every  night  of  a  city 
illuminated.  Colonel  Fremantle  politely  invited  me  to  visit  the  vari¬ 
ous  batteries,  etc. 

Wednesday ,  January  22. — Received  on  board  an  anchor  and  chain, 
and  permitted  the  fires  to  go  down.  Received  a  letter  from  Captain 
Warden  presenting  a  question  of  international  law,  to  which  I  assented, 
to  wit,  that  vessels  should  have  twenty-four  hours’  start. 

Thursday ,  January  23. — Clear  and  pleasant.  Moored  ship.  Visited 
by  Captain  Warden,  the  senior  naval  officer.  Received  a  letter  from 
Hon.  Sir.  Yancey;  does  not  believe  the  blockade  will  be  raised  for  three 
months. 

Friday ,  January  24. — Invited  to  dine  with  the  One  hundreth,  or  Can¬ 
adian  Regiment.  Some  of  the  officers  went.  Captain  Palmer,  of  the 
Iroquois ,  lias  been  relieved  by  De  Camp. 

Saturday ,  January  25. — Received  the  following  dispatch  (telegraphic) 
from  London:  “Do  not  repair.  Important  particulars  by  letter,  so  do 
not  leave  port.”  Signed,  “North.”-  We  hear  a  rumor  that  the  Nash¬ 
ville  has  been  sold. 

Sunday ,  January  26. — At  10  went  on  shore  to  the  Catholic  church. 
Major-General  Sir  John  Inglis,  bart.,  the  hero  of  Lucknow,  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  army,  governor  of  Corfu,  having  arrived  on  his  way  to  the  Ionian 
Islands,  visited  us  to-day  to  see  our  ship,  which  he  was  kind  enough  to 
say  had  become  “quite  distinguished.” 

Monday ,  January  27. — The  English  mail  steamer  from  Southampton 
arrived.  Received  from  her  a  Times  of  the  20th,  from  which  we  learn 
that  England  had  protested  against  the  barbarity  of  blocking  up  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  by  sinking  a  stone  fleet. 

Tuesday ,  January  28. — Preparing  the  ship  for  sea,  surveying  boilers 
and  machinery,  setting  up  rigging,  etc.,  and  awaiting  very  patiently 
news  from  London. 

Wednesday ,  January  29. — Visited  the  shore  and  went  to  the  military 
library  and  reading  room  where  I  found  the  principal  London  journals. 
Reported  that  the  English  Government  will  consult  Parliament  about 
recognizing  us. 

Thursday ,  January  30. — Visited,  in  company  with  Colonel  Fre¬ 
mantle,  the  famous  fortifications  of  Gibraltar,  passing  through  the 
famous  galleries  (three  tiers,  one  above  another  on  the  north  end  of  the 
rock).  These  are  huge  tunnels  extending  from  a  third  to  one-half  a 
mile,  with  embrasures  from  space  to  space  for  cannon,  the  solid  rock 
forming  the  casemates.  From  these  galleries  we  emerged  out  upon  a 
narrow  footway  cut  [out]  of  the  rock,  and  stood  perpendicularly  over 
the  sea,  breaking  at  our  feet,  and  had  a  fine  view  of  the  northeast  face 
of  the  rock,  rising  in  a  magnificent  mass  some  fifteen  hundred  feet. 
From  this  point  a  tower  called  the  Queen  of  Spain’s  Chair  was  pointed 
out  to  me  on  the  height  opposite  to  the  northward,  the  legend  connected 
with  which  is  that  during  one  of  the  sieges,  1752,  the  Queen  of  Spain 
came  to  this  eminence  to  witness  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  place, 
and  vowed  that  she  would  not  descend  therefrom  until  the  flag  of  Spain 
should  waive  from  the  rock.  The  assault  failed  and  the  Queen,  in  per¬ 
formance  of  her  vow,  refused  to  descend  until  the  governor  of  Gibral¬ 
tar,  hearing  of  the  predicament  of  her  Majesty,  sent  her  word  that  he 
jwould  at  a  given  hour  hoist  the  Spanish  ensign  that  she  might  descend, 
which  was  done  and  the  Queen  was  rescued  from  her  predicament  with¬ 
out  breaking  her  vow.  It  requires  a  regiment  to  garrison  the  rock. 
Colonel  Fremantle  told  me  that  the  Spanish  consul,  whom  he  pointed 
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out  to  me  as  we  passed  the  Alameda,  liad  stated  that  I  was  a  Spaniard, 
or  at  least  that  my  father  was — a  native  of  Catalonia ;  that  I  spoke  the 
Catalan  as  well  as  English,  and  that  my  name  was  a  common  one  in 
that  province. 

Sunday ,  February  2. — Went  on  shore  to  church  at  10  a.  m.  and  walked 
in  the  Alameda,  and  then  to  the  library,  where  I  saw  news  to  the  loth 
January  from  New  York.  Everything  in  statu  quo,  except  the  sailing 
of  the  fleet  down  the  river  for  New  Orleans.  Eeceived  letters  from 
North,  informing  me  that  as  my  ship  was  unseaworthy  Mr.  Yancey 
had  determined  to  send  me  the  new  one  built  at  Liverpool,  if  I  desired 
it.  I  prepared  for  transmission  the  following  dispatch: 

Do  not  send  her.  Can  come  for  her.  Particulars  by  mail. 

Dispatch  not  sent,  but  letter  written  to  North. 

Monday ,  February  3. — Sent  on  shore  for  some  clothing  for  the  crew, 
which  had  arrived  from  Southampton.  Eeceived  the  following  dispatch 
from  Mr.  Mason : 

London,  February  2. 

Yours,  with  drafts,  received  and  acted  on.  Can  draw  on  house  in  Liverpool  for 
$16,000.  Get  ready  for  sea  without  delay  or  waiting  further  advice,  ashy  recent  Gov¬ 
ernment  order  you  must  leave  port  on  six  days’  notice.  Letters  will  explain  fully. 

Tuesday ,  February  4. — A  French  line-of-battle  ship  with  1,100  troops 
on  board,  bound  to  Mexico,  came  in  with  loss  of  jib  boom  from  collision. 
Getting  ready  for  sea. 

Wednesday ,  February  5. — Eeady  for  sea,  except  a  supply  of  coal,  and 
this  I  can  not  obtain  until  it  is  ascertained  on  shore  that  my  drafts  will  be 
paid.  Mr.  Joyce  came  off  to  let  us  know  that  my  drafts  would  be  cashed. 
Sent  the  engineer  in  u  citizen  ”  [clothing]  and  in  Mr.  Joyce’s  boat  to  look 
at  some  coal  in  a  hulk.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  Joyce  sent  me  word  that 
he  could  not  purchase  any  coal  in  the  port,  there  being  a  combination 
against  us,  and  that  in  an  English  port !  Sent  the  first  lieutenant  to 
the  governor  to  represent  this  state  of  facts  to  him,  and  to  ask  a  supply 
from  the  public  stores.  He  replied  that  he  had  no  coal  under  his  con¬ 
trol;  that  it  belonged  to  the  naval  officer,  but  that  he  did  not  think  it 
could  be  supplied.  Expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  combination  of 
the  merchants,  and  expressed  himself  in  a  very  friendly  way. 

Thursday ,  February  6. — Sent  the  first  lieutenant  and  paymaster  on 
shore  again  to  endeavor  to  make  a  purchase  of  coal,  authorizing-  from 
one  to  two  dollars  more  per  ton  to  be  paid  if  necessary  to  bribe  the 
independent  English  merchants. 

Friday,  February  7. — I  was  visited  by  a  Spanish  lieutenant,  who 
informed  me  that  he  came  by  direction  of  the  Spanish  naval  commander 
at  Algeciras  to  say  to  me  that  the  IT.  S.  consul  had  complained  to  the 
Spanish  Government  that  the  Sumter  had  violated  the  neutrality  of 
Spain  by  capturing  the  bark  Neapolitan  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
Ceuta,  on  the  Morocco  coast,  and  that  the  Government  had  given  him 
(the  admiral)  orders  to  see  that  both  belligerents  in  the  war  should 
respect  Spanish  neutrality.  I  stated  to  him  in  reply  that  any  question 
which  that  capture  might  present  was  a  question  between  our  two  gov¬ 
ernments,  and  that  I  did  not  recognize  the  right  of  the  Spanish  admiral 
to  investigate  the  matter.  To  this  the  lieutenant  assented.  I  then  said 
that  I  would  take  pleasure  in  showing  him,  for  the  information  of  the 
admiral,  however,  that  the  truth  had  not  been  represented  to  his  Gov¬ 
ernment  by  the  TJ.  S.  consul.  I  then  called  my  clerk  and  showed  him 
the  deposition  of  the  master  of  the  captured  vessel,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  the  capture  was  made  within  5  miles  of  Gibraltar!  The 
officer  seemed  astonished  and  pleased,  and  expressed  his  satisfaction. 
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Saturday ,  February  S.  —Early  this  morning  the  British  frigate  Warrior 
came  in  and  anchored  near  us.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  to  make  the  usual 
complimentary  call.  Awaiting  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  with  coal,  con¬ 
signed  to  Mr.  Joyce,  who  promises  to  supply  us.  My  coxswain  ran  off 
to-day,  and  I  was  pulled  off'  by  a  drunken  crew. 

Sunday ,  February  9. — Eleven  of  my  vagabonds  still  on  shore;  some 
of  these  we  learn  have  gone  to  the  American  consul  and  claimed  his 
protection.  This  official  lias  been  seducing  them  off  by  an  emissary. 
Wrote  to  the  governor,  charging  this  upon  him,  and  wrote  also  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Warden  asking  to  be  supplied  with  coal  from  the  Government 
dockyard. 

Tuesday,  February  11. — Five  men  in  confinement;  the  devil  seems  to 
get  into  my  crew.  I  shall  have  to  tighten  the  reins  a  little. 

Wednesday ,  February  12. — Visited  the  shore  and  called  on  the  gov¬ 
ernor  to  have  a  talk  with  him  on  the  subject  of  my  deserters.  He  took 
the  ground  that  in  the  absence  of  treaty  stipulation  he  could  not  deliver 
a  fugitive  unwilling  to  be  returned.  Whilst  I  was  with  him  the  Tusca- 
rora  was  announced  by  the  telegraph.  This  ship  came  in  and  anchored 
near  us  at  about  12,  meridian,  disguised,  with  her  main  yards  down  so 
as  to  resemble  the  merchant  steamers !  I  saw  Captain  Warden  on  shore 
also.  He  informed  me  that  the  question  of  my  being  coaled  by  the 
dockyard  had  been  referred  to  London  by  telegraph. 

Friday,  February  14. — At  meridian  the  Tuscarora  got  underway  and 
stood  over  to  Algeciras. 

Saturday ,  February  15. — Anniversary  of  the  day  of  my  resignation 
from  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  what  an  eventful  year  it  has 
been!  Under  pretense  of  saving  the  Union  the  Northern  States  have 
been  making  a  frantic  and  barbarous  war  upon  thirteen  States  and 
9,000,000  of  people,  in  face,  too,  of  the  following  words  of  Madison : 

If  there  he  a  principle  that  ought  not  to  he  questioned  within  the  United  States, 
it  is  that  every  nation  has  the  right  to  abolish  an  old  government  and  establish  a 
new  one.  This  principle  is  not  only  recorded  in  every  public  archive,  written  in 
every  American  heart,  and  sealed  with  the  blood  of  a  host  of  American  martyrs,  but 
it  is  the  only  lawful  tenure  by  which  the  United  States  hold  tlieir  existence  as  a 
nation.  (Letters  of  Helvidius,  No.  3.) 

And  then  what  flood  gates  of  private  misery  have  been  raised  by  this 
war,  overwhelming  families  without  number  in  utter  ruin  and  desola¬ 
tion!  Awful  will  be  the  retribution  upon  the  Yankee  cabinet  and 
nation.  The  British  Parliament  met  on  the  6th,  and  we  have  in  the  papers 
to-day  the  address  of  the  Queen  and  the  speeches  of  Lords  Palmerston 
and  Derby,  the  latter  the  leader  of  the  opposition  in  the  Lords.  From 
the  general  tone  of  all  these  papers,  we  will  not  be  acknowledged  at 
present.  They  say  the  quarrel  is  no  business  of  theirs,  and  we  must 
fight  it  out.  Astute  Great  Britain ;  she  sees  that  we  are  able  to  “fight 
it  out,”  and  that  her  darling  object  will  be  accomplished  without  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  blood  or  money !  This  is  only  national  nature,  selfishness. 

Monday,  February  17. — Visited  the  Warrior.  The  governor  and 
suite  and  a  number  of  naval  and  other  officers,  civilians  and  ladies, 
visited  her  by  appointment  at  the  same  time.  The  Warr  ior  is  a  marvel 
of  modern  naval  architecture,  and  for  the  first  experiment  may  be 
pronounced  a  success.  She  is  a  monstrous  floating  impregnable 
fortress,  and  will  work  a  thorough  revolution  in  shipbuilding.  Wooden 
ships,  as  battle  ships,  must  go  out  of  use.  With  this  single  ship  I  could 
destroy  the  entire  Yankee  fleet  blockading  our  coast,  and  this  is  the 
best  illustration  I  could  give  of  the  necessity  of  the  revolution  in  ship 
building  I  speak  of.  The  British  Government  has  declined  to  supply 
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me  with  coal  from  the  dockyard  and  I  must  make  arrangements  to  get 
it  from  Cadiz.  The  London ,  sliip-of-the-line  (steamer),  arrived. 

Wednesday ,  February  19. — Called  on  Captain  Warden  and  had  a 
conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of  our  blockade  by  the  Tuscarora. 
Called  his  attention  to  the  prevention  of  signals,  the  Tuscarora  com¬ 
municating  with  Gibraltar  by  boats,  and  gave  notice  that  if  the  Tusca¬ 
rora  came  in  1  should  claim  precedence  of  departure,  etc.  Sent  Pay¬ 
master  Myers  to  Cadiz  for  coal. 

Friday ,  February  21. — The  newspapers  state  that  there  are  seven 
Yankee  ships  in  pursuit  of  us — four  steamers  and  three  sail  ships. 
Three  of  the  steamers — viz,  the  Mystic ,  Mohican ,  and  Dacotah — were  at 
Teneriffe  on  the  11th  January.  A  report  has  reached  us  that  our  pay¬ 
master  and  ex-Consul  Tunstall  are  in  prison  in  Tangier.  Received  a 
letter  from  Captain  Warden  informing  me  that  the  governor  had  pro¬ 
hibited  all  vessels  in  the  harbor  from  making  signals  and  had  prohib¬ 
ited  the  Tuscarora  from  communicating  with  the  harbor  by  boats,  so 
long  as  she  remained  in  Spanish  waters,  etc. 

Saturday ,  Feburary  22. — The  report  is  confirmed  of  the  illegal 
imprisonment  in  Tangier  of  Paymaster  Myers  and  Mr.  Tunstall.  To-day 
the  new  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  is  organized  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  the  provisional  government  having  lasted  just  one  year.  Hav¬ 
ing  gotten  rid  of  “Plymouth  Rock”  we  have  at  length  established  a 
stable  government  on  the  American  continent. 

Sunday ,  February  23. — The  master  of  the  English  steamer  Atlantic 
from  Liverpool  having  offered  to  coal  me  yesterday,  we  got  up  steam 
this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  going  alongside  of  him,  when  the 
scoundrel  came  on  board  with  another  sharper  from  the  shore,  and 
insisted  that  I  should  pay  him  50  per  cent  advance  on  the  market  rates, 
or  $12  per  ton.  I  declined  to  accede  to  the  extortion.  A  pressure  of 
12  pounds  of  steam  caused  our  boilers  to  give  way  again.  Wrote  to 
the  governor,  asking  his  good  offices  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Myers  and 
Mr.  Tunstall.  Demanded  their  release  also  of  the  Morocco  Govern¬ 
ment,  sending  my  demand  through  Mr.  Hay,  the  resident  British 
charge  at  Tangier.  We  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy’s  ship  Ino  at 
Cadiz. 

Monday ,  February  24. — A  board  of  survey  to-day  condemned  the 
boilers,  and  so  the  poor  old  Sumter  is  to  be  laid  up.  Well,  we  have 
done  the  country  some  service,  having  cost  the  United  States  at  least 
$1,000,000  in  one  way  or  another.  Another  enemy’s  ship  arrived. 

Tuesday ,  February  25. — Received  letters  from  Mr.  Hay  and  the  gov¬ 
ernor  on  the  subject  of  our  prisoners.  They  wish  us  well,  but  can  not 
interfere!  Prudent  Englishmen. 

Friday,  February  28. — We  learn  that  Mr.  Myers  has  been  given  up  by 
the  Moorish  Government  to  one  of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  in 
this  bay.  There  was  an  uprising  of  the  foreign  population  on  the  occa¬ 
sion,  and  an  attempt  to  rescue  the.  prisoners  would  have  been  made  but 
their  various  consuls,  with  Mr.  Drummond  Hay  at  their  head,  advised 
them  to  disperse  and  let  the  matter  take  its  course.  There  were,  besides, 
some  2,000  Moorish  troops  in  the  place.  The  Ino  sent  armed  men  on 
shore  to  receive  the  prisoners.  It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  at 
almost  the  commencement  of  their  history  the  old  United  States  had  a 
quarrel  with  these  barbarians,  though  of  Algiers. 

Saturday ,  March  1. — The  enemy’s  sloop  Ino  went  to  sea  last  night 
with  Mr.  Myers  and  Mr.  Tunstall  on  board. 

Wednesday ,  March  5. — The  telegraph  reports  to  the  London  papers 
that  it  is  I  who  was  captured  at  Tangier  in  place  of  Mr.  Myers. 
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Saturday ,  March  8. — This  morning  the  vessel  which  came  in  last 
night  at  Algeciras  and  made  signals  with  the  Tuscarora  was  discovered 
to  be  a  United  States  screw  steamer  of  war.  In  the  afternoon  she 
came  over  to  Gibraltar  and  anchored  at  a  short  distance  from  us,  between 
us  and  the  rock.  It  is  ascertained  that  she  is  the  K ear  surge,  one  of  the 
new  sloops. 

Sunday ,  March  9.—' The  enemy’s  steamer  Kearsarge  still  anchored  near 
us.  At  3:30  p.  m.  she  got  underway  and  left  the  harbor  for  Algeciras. 
The  Tangier  consul  was  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 

Monday ,  March  10. — The  enemy’s  steamer  Kearsarge  went  to  sea  this 
morning  from  Algeciras,  and  the  Tuscarora  came  over  on  this  side  and 
anchored.  At  8:  30  p.  m.  she  returned  to  Algeciras.  We  learn  that 
another  enemy’s  steamer  is  at  Cadiz. 

Tuesday ,  March  11.— We  are  much  depressed  by  the  news  of  our  defeat 
at  Fort  Donelson,  on  the  Cumberland  Elver,  though  doubtless  the 
accounts  are  much  exaggerated. 

Wednesday,  March  12. — The  enemy’s  steamer  Kearsarge  came  into  the 
harbor  and  remained  under  steam  for  an  hour  or  two  without  anchor¬ 
ing,  when  she  went  into  Algeciras. 

Thursday ,  March  13. — The  enemy’s  sailing  sloop  Two  came  into  Alge¬ 
ciras  and  anchored  this  evening.  We  learn  that  she  put  Mr.  Myers 
and  Mr.  Tunstall  on  board  the  brig  Harvest  Home ,  bound  for  Boston. 

Friday ,  March  14. — Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Mason,  our  commissioner  in  London,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my 
letters  reporting  to  him  the  inefficient  condition  of  my  ship.  He  advises 
me  to  remain  by  her,  with  my  officers  and  crew,  until  I  can  hear  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  so  as  to  occupy  the  attention  of  as  many  of 
the  enemy’s  cruisers  as  possible.  There  are  now  three  of  them  in  Alge¬ 
ciras,  viz,  the  Kearsarge ,  the  Tuscarora ,  and  the  Ino.  There  is  dull 
prospect  before  us  for  the  next  two  or  three  months  to  be  detained  inac¬ 
tive  in  a  foreign  port,  away  from  the  stirring  scenes  that  are  taking 
place  in  our  beloved  country,  away  from  both  our  friends  and  enemies. 
Europe  just  now  seems  to  be  looking  on  in  cold  apathy  at  our  deatli-and- 
life  struggle. 

Tuesday ,  March  25. — The  enemy’s  steamers,  the  Kearsarge  and  Tus¬ 
carora,  still  remain  at  their  anchors  in  Algeciras. 

Sunday ,  March  30. — Wrote  to  Mr.  Mason  again  to-day  enclosing  him 
a  request  from  the  wardroom  officers  to  lay  the  ship  up.  Mustered  the 
remnant  of  my  crew,  now  amounting  to  no  more  than  forty-six. 

Tuesday ,  April  1. — The  Kearsarge  went  out  this  evening. 

Wednesday ,  April  2. — The  Kearsarge  cruising  off  the  harbor  this 
morning.  We  have  the  details  of  the  naval  engagement  at  the  mouth 
of  the  James  River,  in  which  the  Merrimack  destroyed  the  frigates  Cum¬ 
berland  and  Congress  and  two  gunboats.  Our  falling  back  from  Manas¬ 
sas  seems  to  have  been  conducted  in  an  orderly  manner,  and  is  regarded 
as  a  commendable  piece  of  strategy. 

Thursday ,  April  3.— The  naval  action  at  the  mouth  of  the  James 
River  is  creating  great  excitement  in  Europe,  as  being  the  first  trial  in 
actual  warfare  of  ironclad  ships. 

Monday,  April  7. — Received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Mason  ordering  me  to 
lay  the  Sumter  up  and  to  permit  the  officers  and  such  of  the  crew  as  pre¬ 
fer  it  to  return  to  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  evening  I  assembled 
the  wardroom  officers  in  my  cabin,  and  took  the  opinion  of  each,  seri¬ 
atim,  on  the  subject.  They  advised  unanimously  that  the  step  be  taken ; 

I  decided  accordingly. 

Wednesday ,  April  9. — Discharged  and  sent  off  nearly  all  the  remain- 
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Lag  men.  Visited  by  Captain  Ward,  of  the  English  steamer  Styx. 
Some  of  the  forward  officers  and  assistant  engineers  departed  in  a 
steamer  for  Liverpool.  I  sent  for  each  of  them  and  took  leave  of  them 
as  I  delivered  them  their  orders.  Sad  work. 

Friday ,  April  11. — Received  a  letter  from  the  governor  enclosing  a 
deposition  made  by  George  A.  Whipple  to  the  fact  that  the  Sumter  had 
received  coal  on  board.  This  villain  solemnly  perjured  himself.  He  is 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  deserted  from  this  ship.  We  learn 
this  evening  that  the  steamer  for  Southampton  is  expected  to-night, 
and  some  of  the  officers  have  gone  on  shore  to  secure  our  passages. 
This  looks  like  moving  in  earnest,  and  all  is  excitement. 


List  of  vessels  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Sumter,  1861-62. 


Date. 

Place  where  captured. 

Name  of  ship. 

Where  belonging. 

How  disposed  of,  etc. 

1861. 
July  3 

4 

Near  Isle  of  Pines . 

Golden  Rocket . 

Bangor,  Me . . 

Burned. 

Sent  to  Cienfuegos,  island 
of  Cuba.  (Retaken  from 
prize  crew.) 

Sent  to  Cienfuegos,  island 
of  Cuba. 

Sent  to  Cienfuegos,  island 
of  Cuba.  (Released  by 
cap tain- general  of 
Cuba.) 

Do. 

4 

5 

5 

4  leagues  off  Cienfuegos . 

. do . 

Pen  Dunning _ 

Albert  Adams _ 

- do . 

Massachusetts. . . . 

6 

Do. 

c 

. do . . . 

Louisa  Kilham. . . . 

Massachusetts. . . . 

Do. 

6 

. . -do  . 

AVest  Wind . 

Rhode  Island . 

Do. 

25 

N.  E.  of  La  Guavra . 

Abby  Bradford  . . . 

Jos.  Maxwell . 

Sent  to  New  Orleans. 

(Recaptured  by  enemy.) 
Sent  to  Cienfuegos,  island 

27 

9  miles  Puerto  Oabello.. 

Pennsylvania . 

Sept.  25 

Lat.  6°  20',  long.  42°  24' . 

J  os.  Park . 

Massachusetts. . . . 

of  Cuba.  (Released  by- 
captain -gen  oral  of 
Cuba.) 

Burned. 

Oct.  27 

Lat.  17°  54',  long.  56°  30' . 

D.  Trowbridge _ 

Connecticut . 

Do. 

Nov.  25 

Lat.  18°  30',  long.  58°  40'. 

Montmorenci 

Bath,  Me . 

Released  under  ransom 

20 

Lat.  20°  27',  long.  57°  15'. 

(ship). 

Arcade  (schooner) 

Portland,  Me . 

bond  for  $20,000,  she 
having  a  neutral  cargo 
on  board. 

Burned. 

Dec.  3 

Lat.  29°  10',  long.  57°  22'. 

Vigilant  (ship) .... 

Bath,  Me . 

Do. 

8 

Lat.  30°  57',  long.  51°  49'. 

E  b  e  n  Dodge 

New  Bedford, 

Burned.  This  vessel  was 

1862. 
Jan.  18 

Strait  of  Gibraltar . 

(bark). 

Neapolitan  (bark) 

Mass. 

Kingston,  Mass. . . 

a  whaler,  and  had  22 
prisoners  on  board. 
Burned. 

18 

. do . 

Investigator 

Searsport,  Mo  .... 

Re  1  e  a  se  d ;  n  eu t  r a  1  cargo ; 

(bark). 

released  o  n  r  a  n  s  o  m 
bond. 

Total  captured,  18;  number  burned,  7. 


Vessels  overhauled. 


Date. 

Class. 

Date. 

Class. 

1801. 

July  3.... 

Brig,  Spanish. 

1861. 

July  25. . . . 

Schooner,  American.* 

3.... 

Shi]),  American,  t 

27.... 

Bark,  American.  * 

4.... 

Brig,  American.* 

Aug.  7 _ 

Brig,  Dutch. 

4.... 

Brig,  American.* 

19.... 

French  steamer  of  war  Vulture. 

5. . . . 

Brig,  American.* 

Brig,  American.* 

Sept.  25 _ 

Brig,  American.! 

5 . . . . 

Oct.  5 _ 

Brig,  English. 

6. . . . 

Brig,  American.* 

Bark,  American.* 

24 ... . 

Brig,  French. 

0.... 

25.... 

Ship.  Prussian. 

6. . . . 

Bark,  American.* 

27. ... 

Schooner,  American,  f 

*  Captured. 

t  Burned. 
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Date. 

Class. 

Date. 

1861. 

1861. 

Oct.  27 _ 

Brigantine,  British. 

Nov.  26 _ 

30.... 

Brig,  Danish. 

26.... 

Nov.  2 _ 

Brigantine,  British. 

Dec.  3 _ 

2.... 

Brigantine,  British. 

8.... 

3.... 

Steamer  of  war,  British. 

22.... 

5.... 

Brigantine,  British. 

28.... 

5... 

Brig,  French. 

30.... 

5.... 

Ship,  British. 

30.... 

7.... 

Schooner,  British. 

30.... 

7. . . . 

Bark,  British. 

30.... 

7.... 

Brig,  French. 

30.... 

8.... 

24.... 

Brigantine,  British. 

Bark,  French. 

30. . . . 

24.... 

Brig,  Swedish. 

1862. 

25.... 

Brigantine,  British. 

Jan.  2 _ 

25.... 

Ship,  American.' 

3.... 

26.... 

Bark,  Spanish. 

18.... 

26.... 

Brig,  Spanish. 

18.... 

Class. 


Schooner,  British. 
Schooner,  American,  t 
Ship,  American,  t 
Bark,  American,  t 
Bark,  French. 

Bark,  British. 

2  ships,  Dutch. 

2  barks,  5  brigs,  British. 
1  ship,  1  brig,  French. 

1  brig,  Swedish. 

Bark,  Prussian. 

Brig,  Hamburg. 


Brig,  French. 

Brig,  Spanish. 

Bark,  American,  t 
American  bark,  released. 


Total,  60. 


*  Captured. 


1  Burned. 


Cruise  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville ,  October  26,  1861,  to  February  28, 1862.* 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Pegram,  C.  S.  Navy. 

0.  S.  S.  Nashville, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  March  10,  1862. 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  rejiort  that  in  obedience  to  your  instruc¬ 
tions,  dated  September  27,  1861,  I  assumed  command  of  the  steamer 
Nashville,  then  lying  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

From  the  time  that  I  arrived  at  Charleston  I  informed  myself  by 
frequent  reconnoissances  of  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy’s  blockad¬ 
ing  squadron,  and  when  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  declined  to  proceed 
to  England  in  the  Nashville,  being  directed  to  carry  out  the  remainder 
of  my  instructions,  I  awaited  a  favorable  opportunity  for  running  the 
blockade.  This  opportunity  appeared  to  have  arisen  on  the  26th  of 
October,  and  on  the  night  of  that  day,  having  again  carefully  recoil - 
noitered  the  position  of  the  enemy  and  placed  boats  on  the  bar  for  my 
guidance,  I  left  Charleston  Harbor.  One  of  the  boats  placed  upon  the 
bar,  through  some  unforeseen  circumstances,  however,  drifted  from  its 
place,  and  the  Nashville  struck  rather  heavily  upon  a  reef,  from  which 
she  was  got  oft' without  injury.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  run  out 
before  the  rising  of  the  moon,  but,  as  a  consequence  of  the  detention 
caused  by  running  aground,  the  moon  had  already  risen  above  the 
horizon  as  we  were  crossing  the  bar,  enabling  us  to  clearly  perceive 
the  enemy’s  vessels,  while  the  Nashville,  lying  in  the  shadow  thrown  by 
the  land,  was  completely  hidden  from  hostile  observation.  Having 
thus  baffled  the  vigilance  of  the  blockading  fleet,  I  shaped  our  course 
for  the  Bermuda  Islands,  which  we  reached  on  the  30tli  of  October.  At 
Bermuda  I  obtained  a  full  supply  of  coal,  and  the  Fingal ,  Captain  Bul¬ 
loch,  C.  S.  Navy,,  arriving  before  our  departure,  I  was  able  to  furnish 
that  vessel  with  the  coal  that  she  required.  Mr.  Macon,  the  Savannah 
pilot,  was  then  transferred  by  me  to  the  Fingal ,  and  I  also  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  Captain  Bulloch  the  services  of  any  of  my  officers  whom 
he  might  need. 

On  the  5th  of  November  we  left  Bermuda,  and  in  order  to  elude  pur- 


At  the  end  of  this  cruise  the  Nashville  was  sold  to  private  parties. 


746  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - CONFEDERATE. 

suit  took  a  track  across  the  ocean  but  little  frequented  by  vessels. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the  passage  we  met  with  strong  head  winds, 
the  wheelhouses,  guards,  and  a  portion  of  the  hurricane  deck  and  bul¬ 
warks  being  washed  away.  At  9  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
November  a  sail  was  sighted  standing  toward  us,  which  proved  to  be 
the  clipper  ship  Harvey  Bircli ,  Captain  M.  Nelson,  from  Havre  to  New 
York,  in  ballast.  When  within  hailing  distance,  I  hoisted  the  Confed¬ 
erate  flag  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  vessel  as  a  prize  to  the 
Nashville ,  which  demand  was  instantly  complied  with.  I  then  ordered 
the  captain  to  come  on  board  with  his  ship’s  papers,  and  after  a  careful 
examination  of  these,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Nashville  went  on  board 
of  the  Harvey  Birch ,  and  after  transferring  the  officers  and  crew  (thirty- 
one  in  number)  on  board  the  Nashville ,  with  their  personal  effects,  set 
the  Harvey  Birch  on  lire.  Before  she  was  lost  to  our  sight  her  masts 
had  gone  by  the  board  and  she  had  burned  to  the  water’s  edge.  I  then 
continued  my  course,  and  on  the  21st  November  anchored  off  the  port 
of  Southampton,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch  being  then 
liberated  and  permitted  to  go  on  shore. 

Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Southampton  l  communicated,  as 
instructed,  with  Lieutenant  North,  C.  S.  Navy,  and  the  Hon.  William 
L.  Yancey,  and  apprised  them  of  your  instructions,  having  previously 
shown  these  to  Captain  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  Bermuda.  I  then  ten¬ 
dered  the  Hon.  William  L.  Yancey  a  passage  to  the  Confederate  States 
in  the  Nashville ,  and  as  in  consequence  of  the  seizure  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  commissioners,  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  there  then  appeared 
to  be  a  great  probability  of  an  early  rupture  between  England  and  the 
United  States,  I  determined  to  await  the  result. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  upon  examination  found  that  the  Nashville 
required  thorough  overhauling,  and  she  was  taken  accordingly  into  the 
dry  dock  at  Southampton  on  the  5tli  December.  There  I  was  allowed 
by  the  admiralty  agent  to  have  the  ship  placed  in  the  condition  in 
which  she  was  when  we  left  Charleston,  but  I  was  not  permitted  in  any 
way  to  alter  or  strengthen  her,  the  British  cabinet  having  determined 
to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality,  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  the 
Queen’s  proclamation.  This  same  plea  precluded  me  from  obtaining 
any  arms  or  ammunition,  and  the  Nashville  being  a  Government  vessel 
it  would  not  have  been  seen  with  satisfaction  had  I  endeavored  to  pro¬ 
cure  surreptitiously  that  which  was  openly  denied. 

The  entire  confidence  that  I  reposed  in  Lieutenant  C.  M.  Fauntleroy 
as  an  officer  of  ability  and  discretion  induced  me  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  detaching  him  from  the  Nashville  at  Southampton, 
and  of  placing  him  in  a  more  responsible  position,  connected  with  the 
interests  of  the  Confederacy,  than  that  which  he  had  occupied.  This 
will,  I  hope,  meet  with  your  approval. 

Soon  after  leaving  Charleston  it  became  evident  that  traitors  were 
amongst  us,  and  this  was  clearly  proved  by  an  attempt  which  was 
made  at  Southampton  to  fire  the  ship  at  midnight.  The  person  who 
attempted  to  perpetrate  this  diabolical  deed  was  not  discovered,  but 
as  several  desertions  took  place  shortly  afterwards  it  is  most  probable 
that  he  did  not  act  alone. 

While  the  Nashville  was  lying  at  Southampton  the' Federal  corvette 
Tuscarora ,  Captain  Craven,  arrived  and  was  moored  off  the  port,  with 
the  openly  avowed  intention  of  waiting  for  the  egress  of  the  Nashville. 
This  attempt  by  one  belligerent  vessel  to  blockade  another  in  a  neutral 
port  caused  great  indignation  in  England,  and  in  order  to  allay  the 
irritation  of  public  feeling,  both  vessels  were  ordered  by  the  authori- 
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ties  to  leave  within  a  specified  time.  The  whole  of  the  correspondence 
that  passed  upon  this  subject  I  had  already  placed  in  the  hands  of  your 
Department,  and  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  same  herewith. 

Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  having  arrived  in  England,  andhaving  pre- 
viouslycompleted  the  repairs  of  the  ship,  taken  in  coal,  and  filled  up  the 
vacancies  in  the  crew,  I  again  made  the  Hon.  William  L.  Yancey  an 
offer  of  a  passage  in  the  Nashville  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  upon 
his  declining  to  accompany  us,  I  notified  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
that  I  was  prepared  to  proceed  to  sea  forthwith.  Thereupon  a  notifi¬ 
cation  was  made  to  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora  that  his  vessel  could 
not  leave  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  the  departure 
of  the  Nashville ,  and  to  prevent  any  jmssible  breach  of  faith,  the  Eng¬ 
lish  frigate  Shannon ,  with  steam  up  and  guns  shotted,  lay  alongside 
of  the  Federal  vessel.  Thus,  on  the  3d  February,  the  Nashville  left 
Southampton.  And  I  must  here  record  my  high  sense  of  the  courtesy 
and  kindness  that  I  met  with  at  the  hands  of  all  with  whom  I  was 
brought  into  contact  during  my  stay  in  England. 

From  the  time  of  our  departure  until  the  10th  of  February  the 
weather  was  favorable,  but  then  a  heavy  gale  was  encountered.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  gale,  which  lasted  several  days,  the  injection  pipe  of  the 
engine  was  halfway  cracked,  and  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  this  was  remedied  by  Mr.  J.  Hood,  the  chief  engineer,  together 
with  the  great  care  exercised  by  him  in  his  important  department 
throughout  the  entire  voyage,  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commenda¬ 
tion. 

Upon  leaving  England  I  had  determined  to  make  direct  course  for 
one  of  our  Southern  ports,  but  finding  that  the  Nashville  could  not 
weather  in  safety  continued  northerly  gales,  and  that  far  more  coal 
had  been  consumed  than  was  anticipated,  I  shaped  our  course  for  Ber¬ 
muda,  anchoring  in  the  harbor  of  St.  George  on  the  20th  of  February. 
Whilst  receiving  on  board  a  supply  of  coal,  I  learned  that  the  owner 
and  master  of  the  Confederate  schooner  Pearl,  which  had  run  the  block¬ 
ade  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  had  run  aground  on  the  northern  part 
of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  was  then  at  Hamilton,  and  I  determined  on 
seeking  an  interview  with  the  person  in  charge.  Before,  however,  I 
could  carry  out  thisresolution,  Captain  J.  Pender,  theowner  of  th ePearl, 
came  on  board  the  Nashville,  and  in  the  most  patriotic  and  praiseworthy 
manner  volunteered  his  services  and  those  of  his  master,  Mr.  J.  Bever¬ 
idge,  a  practiced  pilot,  to  pilot  the  Nashville  into  Beaufort,  -N.  C.,  speak¬ 
ing  with  the  utmost  confidence  of  our  ability  to  run  into  that  port. 
The  manner  in  which  the  proposal  was  made  induced  me  to  accept 
Captain  Pender’s  offer,  and  I  can  not  now  speak  too  highly,  both  person¬ 
ally  and  officially,  of  the  advice  and  assistance  that  he  and  Mr.  Bev¬ 
eridge  thus  afforded  me. 

On  the  24th  February  the  Nashville  left  Bermuda,  and  I  shaped  our 
course  for  Beaufort,  N.  C.  At  dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  Feb¬ 
ruary  a  schooner  was  seen  on  our  port  bow,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Robert  Gilfillan,  Captain  Smith,  from  Philadelphia  to  Haiti,  with  an 
assorted  cargo  of  provisions.  Steaming  towards  her,  I  hoisted  the 
American  flag,  the  schooner  doing  the  same.  1  then  sent  an  officer  on 
board  and  obtained  from  the  captain  all  the  information  he  possessed, 
when,  upon  a  given  signal  from  the  officer,  I  displayed  our  flag  and 
demanded  the  surrender  of  the  schooner.  This  was  at  once  complied 
with,  and  the  sea  being  too  rough  to  allow  of  any  transfer  of  cargo,  the 
captain  and  crew,  seven  in  number,  were,  with  their  personal  effects, 
brought  on  board  the  Nashville ,  the  Robert  Gilfillan  being  then  set  on 
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fire  and  burned.  After  this  we  met  with  some  heavy  weather,  but 
after  crossing  the  Gulf  Stream  the  weather  was  favorable. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  February  we  found  our¬ 
selves  near  to  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  If.  0.,  and  the  first  thing  seen 
was  the  enemy’s  ship  blockading  the  port.  I  stood  directly  toward 
her,  hoisting  the  American  flag  and  the  ship’s  private  number.  This 
was  replied  to  by  the  enemy.  As  soon,  however,  as  I  had  passed  her 
I  ordered  the  United  States  flag  to  be  hauled  down  and  hoisted  the 
Confederate  flag  at  the  foremast  head  and  at  the  peak,  while  my  pen¬ 
nant  was  run  up  at  the  main.  When  the  United  States  flag  was  hauled 
down  on  board  the  Nashville  the  Federal  vessel’s  captain  endeavored 
to  bring  her  broadside  to  bear,  but  before  the  ship  could  be  swung  we 
were  out  of  range  of  his  guns.  In  spite  of  this  the  enemy  fired  twenty- 
one  shots,  but  without  the  slightest  effect.  I  answered  the  enemy’s 
salute  by  firing  one  gun,  finding  it  useless  to  waste  more  powder.  At 
shortly  after  7  a.  m.  we  had  passed  the  lines  of  Fort  Macon  and  were 
safely  moored  alongside  of  the  railroad  wharf  at  Morehead  City. 

The  foregoing  is  as  brief  a  report  as  is  practicable  of  the  whole  cir¬ 
cumstances  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  under 
my  command,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  my  actions  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Department. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  the  very  high  opinion  that  I  hold 
of  the  services  rendered  the  Confederacy  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Bennett, 
the  executive  officer  of  the  Nashville ,  and  to  mention  that  I  feel  per¬ 
sonally  under  many  obligations  to  him  for  his  valuable  counsel  and 
assistance  in  maintaining  the  discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  ship.  I 
have  also  to  name,  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation,  Lieutenant 
W.  C.  Whittle,  Mr.  B.  Taylor,  assistant  paymaster,  Dr.  J.  L.  Anchun 
[Auchrim],  acting  surgeon,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Ingraham,  acting  sailing 
master,  and  beg  that  you  will  kindly  place  them  under  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Department.  Allow  me  also  to  request  that  the 
appointments  of  the  whole  of  the  acting  midshipmen  may  be  confirmed, 
with  one  exception,  concerning  which  I  shall  present  a  special  report. 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  Mr.  Sawyer,  the  acting  boatswain, 
has,  by  his  unexceptional  conduct  and  seamanlike  bearing,  gained  the 
favorable  consideration  of  every  officer  on  board,  and  that  by  his 
energy  and  industry  he  has  rendered  great  assistance  in  adding  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  vessel.  Permit  me  to  call  him  under  your  notice,  and 
to  beg  that  the  Department  will  be  pleased  to  confirm  his  appointment. 
Mr.  J.  Evans,  the  Charleston  pilot,  on  the  passage  from  England  kept 
regular  watch  and  fulfilled  his  duties  to  my  satisfaction.  I  also  wish 
to  call  specially  your  attention  to  the  sacrifices  made  by  Mr.  Frank 
Dawson,  a  young  Englishman  of  high  refinement  and  education,  who 
left  family,  friends,  and  every  tie  to  espouse  our  cause,  and  who,  not 
to  be  put  off  by  any  difficulties  thrown  in  his  way,  insisted  upon  serv¬ 
ing  under  our  flag,  performing  throughout  the  passage  from  England 
the  most  menial  duties  of  an  ordinary  seaman  in  a  manner  that  gained 
for  him  the  admiration  of  every  officer  on  board.  I  am  now  most 
desirous  of  retaining  the  services  of  Mr.  Frank  Dawson  as  my  clerk, 
unless  the  Department  can  find  some  more  appropriate  position  in 
which  to  place  him. 

Mr.  L.  Hill,  who  shipped  with  us  as  a  seaman,  soon  attracted  my 
notice  by  his  zeal  and  attention,  and  this  induced  me  to  give  him  the 
appointment  of  master-at-arms.  The  duties  of  this  post  he  has  filled  to 
my  complete  satisfaction,  and  I  trust  that  the  Department  will  be 
pleased  to  give  him  an  appointment  more  suited  to  his  merits— such, 
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for  instance,  as  that  of  master’s  mate.  I  can  not  omit  to  mention  that 
Mr.  Kamson  [Bansom],  the  acting  boatswain’s  mate,  and  the  seamen 
generally,  have  given  me  great  satisfaction.  Mr.  J.  Hood,  the  chief 
engineer,  reports  most  favorably  on  the  merits  of  John  Spidell,  third 
assistant  engineer,  and  John  Seeley,  water  tender,  whom  1  recommend 
with  pleasure  to  your  notice.  The  firemen  and  coal-passers  have,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  discharged  their  duties  very  efficiently. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  B.  Pegram, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 

Sir.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders 
with  respect  to  [the]  ship  under  your  command  and  the  Tuscarora,  to 
detain  one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours’  start. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  JG.|  Patey, 

Additional  Captain  of  H.  M.  S.  Victory, 
and  Senior  Officer  of  Port  of  Southampton. 

The  Commander  C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

C.  S.  S.  Nashville, 
Southampton,  January  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
to  day’s  date,  intimating  to  me  that  in  the  event  of  the  Tuscarora  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  sea,  the  ship  under  my  command  is  not  to  leave  until  twenty- 
four  hours  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  Tuscarora' s  departure,  and  L 
beg  to  assure  you  that  i  shall  rigidly  conform  to  the  instructions  of 
your  Government  in  this  respect,  and  you  may  depend  that  nothing 
whatever  shall  be  done  on  my  part  to  infringe  the  neutrality  of  this 
port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

B.  B.  Pegram, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  Patey, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Southampton. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  to  obtain  from  you, 
as  well  as  from  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  a  written  promise 
that  you  will  not  leave  your  present  position  without  giving  me  twenty- 
four  hours’  notice  of  your  intention  to  depart. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  [G.]  Patey, 

Additional  Captain  of  H.  M.  S.  Victory, 

and  Senior  Officer  at  Southampton . 

Lieutenant  Commanding  B.  B.  Pegram, 

C.  S.  S.  Nashville ,  Southampton. 
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[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

C.  8.  S.  Nashville, 
Southampton ,  January  26,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date.  I  promise  you  that  the  Nashville  shall  not  be 
moved  from  her  present  position  without  giving  you  twenty-four  hours’ 
notice  of  her  intended  departure. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  B.  Pegram, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Chas.  G.  Patey, 

Additional  Captain  H.  M.  S.  Victory, 

and  Senior  Officer  at  Southampton. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  27, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  from  the 
commander  of  the  Tuscarora  a  notification  that  it  is  his  intention  to 
proceed  to  sea  to  morrow  (Tuesday),  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  You  can  not, 
therefore,  I  beg  to  remind  you,  be  permitted  to  leave  this  port  in  the 
Nashville  until  twenty-four  hours  shall  liave  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
the  departure  of  the  Tuscarora. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  Patey, 

Additional  Captain  H.  M.  S.  Victory, 

and  Senior  Naval  Officer  Present. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Pegram, 

C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 

Admiralty  Office, 
Southampton,  January  27,  1862 — 3  p.  m. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  by  me,  I  am  to  call 
upon  you  to  leave  the  Southampton  waters  in  the  Nashville,  under  your 
command,  and  that  you  proceed  to  sea  on  Wednesday  next,  the  29th 
instant,  at  12  o’clock,  at  noon,  provided  that  an  interval  of  twenty-four 
hours  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  departure  to  sea  of  the  Tuscarora. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  G.  Patey. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  B.  Pegram, 

C.  S.  S.  Nashville. 

[Enclosure  No.  7.] 

London,  January  27,  1862. 

My  Lord  Duke:  By  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  of  the  admiralty, 
dated  to-day,  I  am  ordered  to  put  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  departure  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Tuscarora, 

It  has  now  been  more  than  two  months  since  I  arrived  with  my 
vessel,  the  Nashville,  at  Southampton,  and  during  that  time  it  has  been 
my  constant  endeavor  to  pay  the  strictest  regard  to  that  neutrality 
which  has  been  so  solemnly  proclaimed  by  her  Majesty’s  Government. 

My  ship  not  being  originally  designed  to  cross  the  Atlantic,  much 
less  as  a  war  vessel,  I  have  not  been  able  to  strengthen  her  sufficiently 
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to  sustain  the  two  light  6-pounder  guns  which  had  been  put  on  board 
of  her,  and  to  leave  within  the  fatal  delay  specified  in  the  above  order 
would  be  to  subject  me  to  inevitable  capture.  So  obvious  is  this, 
indeed,  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  there  has  been  some 
strange  misconception  in  regard  to  this  sudden  summons,  and  this,  in 
connection  with  the  very  brief  time  allotted  me,  urges  me  to  address 
your  grace  in  person,  and  to  submit  the  enclosed  copies  of  the  commu¬ 
nications  I  have  received  from  Captain  Patey. 

Your  grace  can  not  fail  to  observe,  from  these  orders,  that  my  move¬ 
ments  are  made  subordinate  to  those  of  the  Tuscarora ,  and  that  the 
commander  of  that  vessel  is  absolutely  empowered  to  force  me  into  a 
collision  with  him  upon  his  own  terms. 

If  it  is  indeed  true  that  I  am  bidden  to  abandon  the  asylum  whose 
hospitable  shelter  I  have  not  abused,  and  that  I  am  thus  with  my  weak 
ship  and  slender  crew  to  be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  a  powerful  man-of- 
war  with  which  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt  to  cope,  I  have  no 
alternative  left  me  but  to  obey  this  peremptory  order,  but  I  here  enter 
my  solemn  protest  against  it  in  the  name  of  common  humanity,  and  of 
that  Government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord  duke,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  Pegram, 
Commander ,  C.  8.  S.  Nashville. 

His  grace  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  K.  G. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

Southampton,  January  10, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  state  for  your  information  that  yesterday,  at  8  p.  m.,  I 
was  visiting  the  south  side  of  the  docks  and  near  where  your  ship  is 
lying  when  I  discovered  a  party  of  strangers  on  the  pier,  near  the  mid¬ 
dle  graining  dock,  and  upon  demanding  to  know  who  they  were,  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  party  informed  me  that  they  belonged  to  the  Tuscarora,  and 
were  stationed  there  by  their  captain’s  orders  to  watch  the  steamship 
Nashville,  and  if  she  attempted  to  get  underway  to  immediately  make 
a  signal  to  the  Tuscarora.  The  party  consisted  of  two  officers  and  three 
men. 

1  informed  them  that  they  had  no  right  or  authority  to  be  here  for  such 
purpose  and  without  permission,  and  at  once  ordered  them  to  leave  the 
premises,  which  they  did.  I  afterwards  saw  the  consul  and  informed 
him  I  had  done  so,  and  should  not  allow  any  of  the  Tuscarora’s  crew 
to  remain  on  these  premises  at  night. 

These  circumstances  being  of  so  much  importance,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  commanding  officer  of  this 
port,  Captain  Patey,  E.  N.,  and  I  think  it  only  fair  to  make  the  same 
known  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Hedges, 

Superintendent. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  B.  Pegram, 

C.  8.  S.  Nashville,  Southampton  DocTc. 

[Enclosure  No.  9.] 

O.  S.  S.  Nashville, 
Southampton,  November  25,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  at  a  loss  now  to  express  the  deep  sense  of  my 
obligations  to  you  for  your  most  kiud  and  unexpected  letter  of  this  date. 


752 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - CONFEDERATE. 


Your  offer  is  so  much  the  more  to  be  appreciated  when  I  think  of  the 
still  doubtful  position  of  England  in  regard  to  our  nationality,  and 
when  so  few  are  willing  to  risk  aught  for  a  people  in  their  efforts  for 
liberty,  and  that,  too,  against  a  government  heretofore  ranking  among 
the  great  powers  of  the  world. 

It  shall  not  be  forgotten  by  myself  nor  by  my  Government,  if  exer¬ 
tions  of  mine  can  avail.  Permit  me  in  all  gratitude  to  say  that  although 
not  in  need  of  funds  at  this  time,  should  circumstances  demand,  I  will 
with  much  pleasure  avail  myself  of  your  offer. 

As  my  presence  will  be  required  on  board  my  ship  during  the  greater 
part  of  my  stay,  a  visit  in  person  will,  I  regret  to  say,  be  out  of  my 
power.  I  return  the  check  book  by  Captain  Huse,  who  will  also  do  me 
the  favor  to  hand  you  this  letter. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

B.  B.  Pegram, 

Lieutenant  Commanding,  C.  3.  Navy. 

S.  Isaac,  Esq., 

London. 


List  of  Officers  of  the  C. 

Lieutenant  commanding,  R.  B.  Pegram, 
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Boatswain,  Francis  Sawyer. 

Pilots,  James  Evans,  South  Carolina; 
Thomas  Jones,  South  Carolina;  John 
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Letter  from  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  Confederate  commissioner  at  London,  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Confederate  States,  regarding  the  attitude  of  the  British  Government  towards  C.  S.  S. 
Nashville,  in  the  port  of  Southampton,  England. 

Fenton’s  Hotel,  London, 

January  30,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  We  arrived  in  London  yesterday  evening,  and  I  could 
address  you  but  a  short  private  note  by  a  ship  to  sail  to-day  for  a  Con¬ 
federate  port.  I  have  had  bnt  one  day  in  London  and  that  engrossed 
by  visitors,  embracing  many  of  our  countrymen  here,  with  many  English 
gentlemen  who  sympathize  with  us.  This  letter,  which  can  not  contain 
much,  is  to  go  by  the  Nashville,  and  if  Captain  Pegram  makes  good  his 
voyage  he  will  tell  you  the  complications  that  have  arisen  in  regard  to 
his  presence  in  an  English  port;  it  will  suffice  for  me  to  say  that  the 
Federal  ship  Tuscarora being  at  Southampton  to  watch  him,  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  ordered  both  to  leave  the  port,  brought  about  by  misconduct, 
in  regard  to  the  espionage  of  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarora,  the 
Nashville  to  depart,  as  I  understand  it,  twenty-four  hours  (afterwards 
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extended  to  forty-eiglit)  after  the  departure  of  the  Tuscarora.  Captain 
Pegram,who  consulted  with  me,  inobeying  this  apparently  harsh  order, 
has  acted  in  everything  in  a  manner  becoming  his  position.  1  have  not 
the  means  of  making  myself  fully  acquainted  with  the  orders  of  the 
British  Government  in  this  regard,  they  being  partly  written  and  partly 
through  verbal  communication.  So  far  as  I  have  understood  them, 
however,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  Admiralty  intended  inci¬ 
vility  or  discourtesy  to  the  Nashville ,  but  under  the  necessity  of  sending 
away  the  Tuscarora  it  was  thought  prudent,  and  to  preserve  neutral¬ 
ity,  to  extend  the  same  measure  to  the  Nashville. 

In  my  short  note  of  last  night  I  could  tell  you  only  of  the  favorable 
impressions  we  received  everywhere,  on  our  voyage,  of  sympathy 
from  the  British  naval  officers.  Now,  with  but  a  day’s  experience  in 
London,  my  impressions  decidedly  are  that  although  the  ministry  may 
hang  back  in  regard  to  the  blockade  and  recognition  through  the 
Queen’s  speech  at.  the  opening  of  Parliament  next  week,  the  popular 
voice  through  the  House  of  Commons  will  demand  both.  But  few  mem¬ 
bers,  it  is  said,  are  yet  in  town,  but  there  is  a  prevalent  desire  mani¬ 
fested  to  be  well  informed  as  to  American  affairs,  and  I  have  said  to 
those  who  have  called  on  me  that  I  should  be  happy  to  see  and  con¬ 
verse  with  any  gentleman  who  desired  such  information.  My  views,  of 
course,  upon  such  short  acquaintance  here,  must  be  crude,  but  I  shall 
be  disappointed  if  the  Parliament  does  not  insist  on  definite  action  by 
the  ministry,  inuring  to  the  relief  of  their  people  as  well  as  ours.  By 
the  next  opportunity  I  shall  hope  to  write  you  more  formally  and  at 
large.  Please  send  the  enclosed  to  Mrs.  Mason. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  Mason. 

Hon.  B.  M.  T.  Hunter, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Cruise  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida. 

Report  of  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  readiness  of  the  steamer  Manassas  (C.  S.  S. 

Florida)  for  sailing  from  Liverpool. 

Liverpool,  March  21,  1862. 

SIR:  On  the  14th  instant,  in  a  necessarily  short  letter,  I  informed 
yon  of  the  safe  arrival  of  myself  and  party  in  England,  and  will  now 
report  more  in  detail  upon  the  matters  which  relate  to  my  especial 
duties  here. 

Although  arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  correspondence 
with  the  Confederate  States  can  be  carried  on  with  more  freedom  than 
formerly,  yet  as  there  is  always  a  probability  of  letters  going  astray, 
such  as  treat  of  public  affairs  must  obviously  be  worded  with  caution 
and  names  of  persons  and  places  be  suppressed.  I  will  endeavor,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  as  graphic  and  minute  as  prudence  and  brevity  will  admit, 
and  trust  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  real  intent 

and  meaning  of  my  various  reports.  The  M - s*  is  ready  for  sea,  with 

crew,  provisions,  and  all  boatswain’s,  carpenter’s,  and  sailmaker’s  stores 
necessary  for  several  months  on  board,  and  I  will  dispatch  her  on  the 
day  after  to-morrow  to  a  West  India  port,  the  exact  locality  of  which 

The  Manassas  ;  formerly  the  Oreto,  permanently  the  Florida. 
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will  be  reported  to  you  in  a  subsequent  letter,  as  well  as  from  tlie  ship 
as  soon  after  her  arrival  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  that  she  will  be  able 
to  communicate  immediately  upon  arrival  with  the  officer  you  have 
already  detailed  for  duty  between  the  Southern  coast  and  the  Bahamas, 
and  for  this  purpose  I  will  send  in  her  the  very  trusty  and  prudent 
officer  you  appointed  especially  to  assist  me  in  such  affairs  as  require 
me  to  keep  in  the  background.  In  spite  of  every  ruse,  it  lias  been 
found  impossible  to  place  any  munitions  of  war  on  board  the  A fanassas. 
She  has  been  twice  inspected  by  the  custom-house  authorities,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  specific  orders  from  the  foreign  office,  to  see  that  nothing 
contraband  of  war  has  been  placed  in  her,  and  notice  has  been  given 
that  any  attempt  to  smuggle  such  articles  on  board  would  at  once  be 
followed  by  her  seizure.  The  hammock  nettings,  ports,  and  general 
appearance  of  the  ship  sufficiently  indicate  the  ultimate  object  of  her 
construction,  but  there  is  nothing  to  compromise  the  pacific  character 
she  must  necessarily  assume  for  this  voyage.  Registered  as  an  English 
ship,  in  the  name  of  Englishmen,  commanded  by  an  Englishman,  with 
a  regular  official  number,  and  her  tonnage  marked  upon  the  combings  of 
the  main  hatch  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  trade,  she  seems  to 
be  perfectly  secure  against  capture  or  even  interference,  until  an  attempt 
be  made  to  arm  her  or  change  the  flag,  and  this,  it  appears  to  me  now, 
can  only  be  effected  at  sea. 

The  late  unseemly  conduct  of  the  captain  of  the  Federal  ship  Tusca- 
rora  has  caused  the  British  admiralty  to  issue  very  stringent  orders 
in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  United  States  and  Confederate  vessels 
in  English  ports,  whether  home  or  colonial.  Under  these  orders  not 
only  is  the  fitting  out  of  ships  for  either  Government  forbidden,  but  no 
vessel  of  war  will  be  permitted  to  take  in  more  coal  than  the  quantity 
necessary  for  her  to  reach  the  nearest  port  of  her  own  country,  after 
which  she  can  not  replenish  at  any  British  port  until  the  expiration  of 
three  months.  The  restrictions  in  the  ports  of  other  European  nations 
are  not  much  less  stringent,  and  although  these  restrictions  are 
expressed  in  language  of  fairness  to  both  parties  and  are  indiscrim¬ 
inately  enforced,  it  is  evident  that  their  very  impartiality  makes  them 
far  more  burdensome  to  the  Confederate  than  to  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  armament  intended  for  the  Manassas  was  one  7-inch  rifled 
gnu  and  one  08-pounder  solid-shot  gun  on  traversing  carriages,  and 
four  42-cwt.  32-pounders  in  broadside.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  the 
latter  of  these  off  as  yet,  but  have  shipped  four  7-inch  rifled  guns, 
Blakely  pattern,  with  traversing  carriages  and  slides,  with  the  pivot 
bolts  and  brass  sweeps  for  the  deck  complete,  and  400  solid  shot  and 
600  shells  all  loaded  and  fused.  These  will  go  direct  to  Nassau;  will 
arrive  as  soon  probably  as  the  Manassas ,  and  are  so  stored  as  to  be 
promptly  delivered. 

When  in  Savannah  I  learned  that  some  cases  intended  for  the  Navy 
had  been  by  mistake  delivered  to  the  Army.  I  will  repeat  here,  there¬ 
fore,  that  all  shipments  for  the  Navy  Department  have  been  and  will 

continue  to  be  marked  <^nTic)>,  although  to  distinguish  particular  arti¬ 
cles  other  marks  may  be  added.  The  engineer  of  the  Manassas  has 
a  scale  drawing  which  is  marked  so  as  to  show  precisely  how  the  sweeps 
are  to  be  laid  down  on  the  deck  for  the  pivot  guns,  and  understands 
how  to  direct  the  operation.  The  crew  of  the  Manassas  are  of  course 
ignorant  of  her  ultimate  destination,  but  the  principal  officers  are  I 
think  willing  to  take  their  chances  in  her  anywhere,  provided  their 
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pay  can  be  secured.  I  will  write  by  the  Manassas  a  letter  to  tlie  Con¬ 
federate  officer  commanding  the  Cec'ile,  enclosing  a  list  of  everything  on 
board  the  Manassas ,  and  will  also  send  a  duplicate  of  this.  I  respect¬ 
fully  suggest  that  officers  be  sent  to  take  charge  of  the  Manassas  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  a  vessel  of  her  description  can  not  lie  long  in  the 
West  Indies  without  exciting  notice  and  being  called  upon  to  make 
explanations  of  her  objects  and  intentions.  The  ship  No.  2  is  in  an 
advanced  state,  and  there  are  reasons  for  thinking  she  can  be  got  to  sea 
in  a  more  efficientconditiou  than  the  Manassas — I  mean  in  reference  to 
her  real  character.  For  this  reason  as  well  as  because  I  can  not  finish 
other  business  of  pressing  importance  for  some  weeks,  I  will  await 
her  completion,  and  will  endeavor  to  arrange  her  movements  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  your  instructions  of  November  30,  1861. 

I  feel  called  upon  to  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  making  without 
delay  arrangements  for  the  regular  payment  of  wages  to  the  crews  that 
may  be  shipped  for  either  or  both  of  these  ships.  With  the  assurance 
of  regular  pay  and  the  promise  of  prize  money  or  ultimate  reward  from 
Government  for  good  service  and  captures  at  sea,  I  am  sure  good  crews 
can  be  got,  but  without  some  security  on  these  points  I  am  equally 
confident  that  men  could  not  be  retained  in  the  service.  You  will 
remember  that  the  money  sent  to  England  for  my  use  is  all  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of  in  operations  specified  in  your  various  instructions,  and  an 
additional  sum  will  be  necessary  for  the  current  expenses  of  a  cruising 
ship,  a  large  and  most  important  item  of  which  will  be  pay.  American 
ships  are  fast  being  put  under  the  British  flag,  and  besides,  as  it  would 
be  impossible  to  send  in  prizes,  and  ships  rarely  have  specie  on  board, 
all  their  business  being  now  carried  on  by  means  of  drafts  or  letters  of 
credit,  a  Confederate  cruiser  could  only  destroy  property  and  will  not 
therefore  be  self-supporting. 

I  have  already  consulted  with  those  who  are  properly  informed  as  to 
the  plans,  etc.,  of  an  iron-plated  ship,  and  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able 
to  give  you  a  report  on  the  subject.  The  order  for  100  tons  of  cannon 
powder  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  will  be  shipped  in  lots  as 
opportunity  can  be  found.  The  manner  in  which  this  letter  must  go 
to  you  warns  me  that  it  is  getting  too  lengthy.  I  will  make  up  as  far 
as  possible  by  the  frequency  of  my  reports  for  their  forced  brevity.  I 
find  myself  in  a  delicate  and  trying  position  here,  but  the  prayers  of 
many  righteous  men  are  daily  ascending  to  heaven  for  the  success  of 
our  cause,  and  I  confidently  expect  that  these  prayers  will  be  somehow 
or  other  acknowledged  in  providential  aid  to  my  humble  undertakings. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  C.  S,  Navy,  announcing  the 
immediate  departure  of  the  steamer  Florida  from  Liverpool  for  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Liverpool,  March  21,  1862. 

Sir:  Day  after  to-morrow  I  dispatch  for  Nassau  a  gun  vessel,  built 
in  England,  under  contract  with  me,  for  the  Confederate  Navy.  In  all 
sailing  aud  steaming  equipment  she  is  very  complete,  but  I  have  been 
forced  to  dispense  with  all  outfit  suited  to  her  true  character.  It  has 
been  with  much  difficulty,  and  only  by  the  most  cautious  management, 
that  she  has  escaped  seizure  or  indefinite  detention  here,  and  I  send 
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her  as  she  is,  the  first  regularly  built  war  vessel  for  our  Navy,  to  your 
care.  Mr.  Low,  master,  0.  S.  Navy,  goes  in  her  to  take  charge  of  the 
public  property  ou  board,  and  to  place  her  in  the  hands  of  any  Conted- 
erate  officer  who  may  be  in  the  West  Indies  on  her  arrival.  I  hope  it  may 
fall  to  your  lot  to  command  her,  for  I  know  of  no  officer  whose  tact 
and  management  could  so  well  overcome  the  difficulties  of  equipping 
her  or  who  could  make  better  use  of  her  when  in  cruising  order. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  get  the  regular  battery  intended  for  her  on 
board,  but  I  have  sent  out  four  7-inch  rifled  guns,  with  all  necessary 
equipments,  in  the  steamship  Bahama ,  bound  to  Nassau,  and  Mr.  Low 
will  give  you  all  particulars  as  to  her  probable  time  of  arrival,  and  will 
also  hand  you  a  list  of  everything  on  board  the  gun  vessel,  as  well  as 
an  invoice  of  the  shipment  by  the  Bahama.  Another  ship  will  be  ready 
in  about  two  months,  and  I  will  take  the  sea  in  her  myself,  by  some 
means  or  other,  although  I  perceive  many  difficulties  looming  in  the 
future. 

The  country  seems  to  be  hard  pressed,  but  I  hope  no  one  at  home 
despairs  of  the  final  result.  Two  small  ships  can  do  but  little  in  the 
way  of  materially  turning  the  tide  of  war,  but  we  can  do  something  to 
illustrate  the  spirit  and  energy  of  our  people,  and,  if  we  can  arrange  to 
meet,  may  yet  repay  upon  the  enemy  some  of  the  injuries  his  vastly 
superior  force  alone  has  enabled  him  to  inflict  upon  the  States  of  the 
Confederacy.  Write  me  as  soon  as  you  receive  this,  and  give  me  full 
information  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
if  you  get  to  sea  in  the  little  cruiser  I  send  out,  appoint  a  rendezvous. 
I  am  too  much  pressed  for  time  and  have  too  lately  arrived  to  write 
more  fully  now,  but  will  communicate  with  you  again  soon. 

I  am,  etc., 

James  D.  Bulloch. 


J  .  N.  Maffitt, 

C.  S.  Navy. 


Instructions  of  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Low,  C.  S.  Navy,  relative  to 
the  passage  of  steamer  Florida  from  Liverpool  to  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Liverpool,  March  21, 1862. 

Sir :  You  will  take  passage  in  the  steam  vessel  Florida*  now  about 
to  sail  for  the  Bahamas.  This  vessel,  for  reasons  already  explained  to 
you,  is  sent  out  under  the  British  flag  and  in  command  of  an  English 
captain,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  nothing  shall  be  done 
to  compromise  her  character  as  a  neutral  vessel  until  she  is  safely  deliv¬ 
ered  to  an  officer  of  the  Confederate  Navy  or  some  agent  especially 
appointed  by  the  Confederate  Navy  Department.  You  are  hereby 
charged  with  the  care  of  all  public  property  on  board,  a  duplicate  list  of 
which  is  herewith  furnished  you,  and  the  captain  has  been  instructed 
after  arrival  at  the  first  port  of  destination  to  be  governed  by  your 
orders  as  to  the  movements  and  disposal  of  the  ship. 

As  soon  as  you  arrive  at  the  Bahamas  you  will  communicate  with 
Captain  J.  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy,  whom  you  will  hear  of  through 
Messrs.  Adderly  <&  Co.,  of  Nassau,  and  you  will  forward  the  accom¬ 
panying  dispatch  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  reporting 

*  The  Florida’s  dockyard  name  was  Oreio ;  the  name  first  assigned  to  her  by  the 
Navy  Department  was  Manassas,  by  which  she  is  mentioned  in  some  of  the  corre¬ 
spondence. 
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also  your  arrival  to  liim  in  writing.  If  Captain  Maffitt  or  any  other 
commissioned  officer  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  is  at  Nassau,  give  him  all  the 
information  you  have  in  reference  to  the  ship;  hand  him  the  invoice 
of  stores,  with  the  enclosed  letter  addressed  to  Captain  Maffitt,  and 
make  the  best  of  your  way  back  to  this  country  as  quickly  as  possible, 
as  I  have  duties  of  great  importance  for  you  here.  Should  you  not 
find  Captain  Maffitt  in  Nassau,  put  yourself  in  communication,  through 
Mr.  Adderly,  with  Major  Charles  J.  Helm  or  Mr.  Louis  Heyliger,  one 
of  whom  will  doubtless  be  in  Nassau.  Consult  with  those  gentlemen 
as  to  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  ship  in  Nassau,  and  remain  with  her 
until  you  hear  from  the  Navy  Department.  You  must  be  careful  to 
appear  always  as  a  private  gentleman  traveling  on  his  own  affairs,  and 
let  your  intercourse  with  all  persons  known  to  be  connected  with  the 
Confederate  Government  be  very  guarded  and  cautious.  With  the 
gentlemen  mentioned  above  you  can  of  course  speak  freely,  but  let 
your  interviews  be  private,  so  as  to  escape  notice  as  much  as  possible. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  you  instructions  to  cover  every  emergency. 
I  have  had  experience  of  your  discretion  and  judgment,  and  must  rely 
upon  them  now.  You  will  be  furnished  with  money  to  pay  your  per¬ 
sonal  expenses  and  to  meet  any  small  demands  against  the  ship.  As 
the  Florida  has  an  extra  quantity  of  coal  on  board  and  the  captain  has 
been  ordered  to  make  the  passage  mostly  under  canvas,  it  is  presumed 
no  material  outlay  will  be  required  for  some  time.  Should  there  be  abso¬ 
lute  need  of  additional  funds,  you  will  apply  to  Messrs.  Adderly  &  Co.,  or 
to  either  of  the  aforementioned  gentlemen,  pledging  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  through  me  for  the  amount.  Yon  will,  however,  under  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  practice  the  most  rigid  economy.  You  will  keep  a  careful 
memorandum  of  the  ship’s  performances,  under  steam  and  sail,  noting 
her  steering,  working,  stability,  and  all  particulars  of  the  speed  under 
different  circumstances,  and  the  degree  of  pitching  and  rolling  under 
various  conditions  of  sea  and  weather.  Furnish  information  on  these 
points  to  the  officer  who  may  relieve  you,  and  keep  a  copy  for  me. 

Among  the  papers  are  drawings  to  show  how  the  sweeps  and  trav¬ 
erses  for  the  pivot  guns  are  to  be  put  down.  These,  with  the  guns  and 
all  necessary  equipments,  are  on  board  the  steamship  Bahama ,  now 
about  to  sail  for  Nassau.  If  the  officer  who  will  take  charge  on  the 
part  of  the  Navy  Department  needs  your  services  for  a  short  time,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  remain  with  him,  but  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  himself,  after  he  has  received  the 
enclosed  letter,  you  will  return  to  England  at  latest  by  the  first  day  of 
June,  as  your  services  will  then  be  indispensable  to  me. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  speedy  passage  and  a  satisfactory  consum¬ 
mation  of  the  purposes  of  your  voyage, 

I  am,  etc., 


James  D.  Bttlloch. 


Master  John  Low, 

C.  8.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Acting  Master  Low,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of  C.  S,  S.  Florida,  to  Commander  Bul¬ 
loch,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  safe  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Nassau,  New  Providence. 

Nassau,  May  1, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  safe  arrival  at  this  port 
of  the  0.  S.  S.  Florida ,  on  the  morning  of  the  28tli  of  April,  after  a 
passage  of  thirty-seven  days,  which,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
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tions,  has  been  made  principally  under  canvas.  We  wished  to  be  as 
economical  as  possible  in  regard  to  the  consumption  of  fuel,  but  were 
rather  unfortunate  in  having  light  winds  and  frequent  calms,  more 
especially  in  the  trades.  During  the  latter  we  thought  it  prudent  to 
steam,  thinking  that  if  we  made  too  long  a  passage  the  steamship 
Bahama  would  be  here  some  time  before  us.  The  amount  of  coal,  as 
you  are  aware,  was  175  tons,  including  Welsh  and  English.  Our  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  former  was  18  tons  per  day  and  of  the  latter  24.  We 
have  now  on  board  good  two  days’  coal,  so  I  trust  you  will  find,  after 
taking  into  consideration  the  weather  and  our  reasons  for  not  making 
a  long  passage,  that  we  have  been  as  economical  as  possible,  not  only 
as  regards  fuel,  but  with  everything  on  board. 

I  took  particular  notice  of  the  vessel  as  regards  her  speed  under 
steam  and  canvas,  and  am  happy  to  report  most  favorably  of  her  in 
all  respects.  Our  average  steaming  is  knots;  her  sailing  averages, 
with  the  wind  abeam  or  quarterly,  so  that  the  fore  and  aft  canvas  will 
draw,  12  knots.  The  above  is  the  average;  I  now  give  you  what  I  have 
seen  her  do  during  the  passage:  Under  steam,  with  smooth  water,  10£ 
knots,  and  under  canvas  alone,  with  quartering  wind,  so  that  we  could 
carry  main  topgallant  studding  sail,  13£  good. 

As  regards  stability,  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  stronger  vessel  of  her 
class  afloat;  when  pitching  you  could  not  see  her  work  in  the  least,  not 
so  much  as  to  crack  the  pitch  in  the  waterway  planks,  where  I  believe 
a  vessel  pitching  is  as  likely  to  show  weakness  as  anywhere  else. 

I  am,  etc., 

John  Low. 


Commander  J.  D.  Bulloch. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States, 
announcing  his  assumption  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Manassas. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  May  21,  1862. 

Sir:  On  arriving  at  this  port  I  found  the  Confederate  gunboat 
Manassas  consigned  to  me  by  Commander  J.  D.  Bulloch,  C.  S.'Navy. 

I  have  judiciously  dispatched  arms,  etc.,  in  all  the  steamers,  and 
personally  assumed  command  of  the  Manassas,  which  vessel  I  hope  to 
have  ready  for  service  soon,  and  my  whole  soul  will  be  devoted  to  giv¬ 
ing  eclat  to  our  cause  and  annoyance  to  the  enemy  ” 
are  great,  my  ambition  greater. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N. 


My  difficulties 


Hon.  G.  W. 


Randolph, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Maffitt, 

G.  S.  Navy. 


Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Lieutenant  Maffitt, 
C.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Florida,  relative  to  a  cruise  in  that  vessel. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  14,  1862. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  of  June  has  been  received.  I  feel  very 
great  anxiety  about  the  Florida,  and  earnestly  trust  that  you  may  be 
able  to  get  her  to  sea  safely  and  make  a  dash  with  her  against  the 
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enemy.  The  difficulties  in  your  way  are  serious,  I  know,  and  I  can 
give  you  no  other  than  general  instructions  to  meet  them.  Exercise  a 
sound  discretion,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  assume  responsibility.  You 
will  cruise  at  discretion,  the  Department  being  unwilling  to  circum¬ 
scribe  your  movements  in  this  regard  by  specific  instructions.  Should 
your  judgment  at  any  time  hesitate  in  seeking  the  solution  of  any  doubt 
on  that  point,  it  may  be  aided  by  the  reflection  that  you  are  to  do  the 
enemy’s  commerce  the  greatest  injury  in  the  shortest  time. 

The  strictest  regard  for  the  rights  of  neutrals  can  not  be  too  sedu¬ 
lously  observed,  nor  should  an  opportunity  be  lost  of  cultivating 
friendly  relations  with  their  naval  and  merchant  service  and  placing 
the  true  character  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  in  its  proper 
light. 

It  would  be  well  to  purchase,  through  third  parties,  in  advance,  sup¬ 
plies  of  coal  at  points  at  which  you  may  subsequently  touch. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  It.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Maffit,  C.  S.  Navy,  appointed  to  command  the  C,  S.  S.  Florida  (Oreto) 

regarding  difficulties  in  getting  to  sea. 

Nassau,  August  1,  1862. 

Sir:  The  case  of  the  Oreto  will  be  decided  to-morrow  at  30  m.  p.  m. 
[12 :30] .  It  is  believed  that  she  will  be  liberated,  in  which  event  I  shall 
depart  for  a  certain  place  of  rendezvous,  where  a  steamer  will  join  me 
with  armament  and  fittings. 

The  difficulties  are  very  great ;  some  twelve  men-of-war  are  on  the 
lookout.  Seamen,  firemen,  and  engineers  are  hard  to  obtain.  I  have 
no  invoice  of  what  has  come  for  her,  and  we  dare  not  open  the  boxes  in 
the  bonded  warehouse.  The  steamer  has  never  been  in  my  possession  one 
moment,  as  she  was  seized  the  day  the  Bahama  arrived.  I  merely  gov¬ 
erned  (privately)  the  movements  of  the  captain  up  to  that  period,  but 
would  have  gone  to  sea  with  her  at  once,  leaving  directions  for  the 
Bahama  to  meet  me  at  the  rendevous;  unfortunately,  there  was  no  coal 
in  Nassau,  nor  did  any  arrive  until  the  day  after  the  Bahama.  I  men¬ 
tion  these  circumstances  with  the  hope  that  the  Department  will  per¬ 
fectly  comprehend  the  trying  position  I  have  all  along  occupied,  and 
that  justice  will  be  done  me,  if  all  my  efforts  and  those  of  our  intelligent 
and  zealous  Government  agent,  Mr.  Heyliger,  assisted  by  Mr.  Lafitte, 
should  fail. 

I  will  have  to  fit  out  at  sea,  with  small  assistance  and  ignorance  as 
to  what  has  been  put  on  board.  Nothing  has  been  neglected  here  to 
remedy  the  original  mistakes.  Nothing  will  be  left  undone  on  my  part 
when  the  vessel  is  released  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  the  Department 
and  the  country  at  large. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient,  etc., 

[J.  N.  Maffitt, 

Lieutenant ,  C.  S.  Navy.] 

Hon.  S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Florida,  to  Commander  Bulloch, 
C.  S.  Navy,  of  arrival  at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  from  Nassau,  New  Providence. 


Cardenas,  August  20, 1862. 

My  Dear  Bulloch:  I  took  on  board  at  sea  all  my  battery,  but 
many  things  in  the  haste  and  confusion  were  forgotten,  such  as  ram¬ 
mers,  sponges,  etc.  Had  but  2  firemen  and  11  men;  have  run  the 
gauntlet  splendidly,  my  coast-survey  experience  being  of  great  service. 
Where  I  went  the  Federal  ships  dared  not  follow,  and  here  I  am,  with 
prospects  of  filling  up  my  crew  and  obtaining  what  is  necessary.  The 
prize  crew  committed  many  acts  of  robbery,  and  left  the  vessel  in  a  ter¬ 
rible  plight.  *  *  *  I  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  myself  soon,  if 

I  get  the  men.  I  write  in  great  haste.  Have  Lieutenant  Stribling, 
good  officer;  Acting  Master  Bradford,  Acting  Midshipmen  Bryan,  Floyd, 
Sinclair,  young  men  of  no  nautical  experience.  No  doctor,  no  paymas¬ 
ter.  I  have  now  3  cases  of  yellow  fever;  have  had  7.  Am  doing  well 
in  that  line.  You  remember  my  fondness  for  doctoring  the  crew.  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  avoid  any  connection  with  the  Oreto  until  the 
day  before  we  gave  the  Yankees  the  slip.  Semmes  was  looked  upon  as 
the  person  ordered  to  command  her,  and  after  he  left  that  Stribling 
was  to  take  her  to  him  at  a  rendezvous. 

*  *  *  This  is  written  in  extreme  haste,  to  catch  a  chance  to  send 

it  to  Helm  at  Havana.  Good  luck  and  a  God’s  blessing. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

J.  N.  Maffitt. 


Commander  J.  D.  Bulloch. 


Letter  from  Charles  J.  Helm,  esq.,  Confederate  agent  at  Havana,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  Confederate  States,  giving  information  regarding  the  C.  S.  S.  Florida  (Oreto). 

Havana,  September  3,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Confederate  gunboat 
Florida  ( Oreto),  commanded  by  Captain  J.  Jsr.  Maffitt,  arrived  at  Carde¬ 
nas  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  anchored  some  12  miles  from  the  town. 
On  the  next  day  Captain  Maffitt  dispatched  his  first  lieutenant  to  me 
with  various  requests  touching  the  vessel,  all  of  which  I  was  enabled 
to  comply  with.  The  captain- general,  fearing  the  Federal  gunboats 
might  attempt  to  cut  the  Florida  out  from  her  exposed  position,  several 
being  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Cardenas,  intimated  a  wish  that  she 
be  brought  to  Havana,  where  he  could  force  our  enemy  to  respect  his 
neutrality,  protect  her,  and  give  Captain  Maffitt  such  facilities  for 
repairs  and  assistance  consistent  with  his  Queen’s  proclamation  of 
neutrality  as  would  enable  the  Florida  to  go  to  sea.  I  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  telegraphed  Captain  Maffitt  to  come  to  this  port  if,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  safe  to  do  so.  By  this  time,  unfortunately,  the  captain,  several 
of  his  officers,  and  eight  of  his  crew  were  prostrated  by  yellow  fever, 
and  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to  move.  The  captain-general  then  sent 
two  vessels  of  war  to  Cardenas,  one  of  which  anchored  by  the  side  of 
the  Florida  and  rendered  her  every  assistance  possible.  The  surgeon 
attended  our  sick  night  and  day,  and  the  captain  was  unceasing  in  his 
kind  attentions.  Mechanics  were  permitted  to  come  and  go  without 
interruption.  One  young  officer  and  several  seamen  died,  and  when 
the  captain  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  sit  up,  knowing  the 
anxiety  of  General  Serrano  and  his  wish  that  the  Florida  should  be 
here  instead  of  Cardenas,  I  sent  a  confidential  agent  to  explain  fully  to 
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Captain  Maffitt  the  views  of  this  Government  and  the  kind  intentions 
of  the  chief  officials,  when  on  the  night  of  the  31st  he  sailed  for  and 
reached  Havana  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant.  The  Federal  con¬ 
sular  agent  at  Cardenas  objected  to  the  sailing  of  the  Florida  without 
twenty-four  hours’  notice,  when  Captain  Maffitt  assured  the  captain  of 
the  port  that  he  would  not  interfere  with  any  vessel  until  after  he 
sailed  from  Havana,  which  would  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  the 
notice.  The  captain  of  the  port,  not  feeling  authorized  to  act,  tele¬ 
graphed  to  Havana  for  instructions.  The  reply  was,  “Let  her  sail;  the 
word  of  a  Southern  gentleman  must  be  taken.” 

jSTo  seamen  could  be  obtained  here,  and  Captain  Maffitt  concluded 
rather  than  remain  here,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  yellow  fever,  to  run 
for  Mobile,  for  which  port  he  sailed  at  8  o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  1st 
instant. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  authorities  behaved  in  this  instance,  as 
they  have  in  all  others  affecting  the  welfare  of  our  Government,  admir¬ 
ably.  The  captain- general  will  adhere  strictly  to  his  promise  to  treat 
our  vessels  just  as  he  treats  the  vessels  of  our  enemy  in  all  things 
touching  our  substantial  interest. 

Several  vessels,  steamers  and  schooners,  have  recently  sailed  from 
here  for  Confederate  ports  with  valuable  cargoes,  and  there  is  now  on 
hand  here  a  large  amount  of  such  articles  as  are  most  needed  by  our 
Government  and  people,  which  will  soon  be  sent  forward. 

Our  recent  successes  have  gratified  the  Spaniards  of  Cuba  immeas¬ 
urably. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ch.  J.  Helm. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State ,  Richmond. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  C.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Florida,  commending  him  for  the  manner  of  his  escape  into 

Mobile  Bay. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  October  8,  1862. 

Sir  :  Your  official  report*  of  your  arrival  at  Mobile  with  the  Florida 
was  duly  received,  and  through  Admiral  Buchanan  I  have  tendered 
the  thanks  of  the  Department  to  yourself,  your  officers,  and  crew  for , 
the  good  service  so  well  and  successfully  performed. 

The  escape  of  your  defenseless  vessel  from  an  overwhelming  force, 
with  liberty  to  choose  its  ground  and  mode  of  attack,  was  alone  due  to 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  she  was  handled,  and  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  union  of  thorough  professional  skill,  coolness,  and  daring 
have  ever  been  better  exhibited  in  a  naval  dash  of  a  single  ship. 

I  trust  that  your  health  will  soon  enable  you  to  resume  the  command. 
The  future  movements  of  your  vessel  is  a  subject  of  interest  upon 
which  you  will  please  give  me  your  views,  etc. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Florida ,  Mobile ,  Ala. 


Not  found. 
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Instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States  to  Lieutenant  Maffitt,  C. 
S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Florida,  regarding  a  cruise  of  that  vessel. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Wary  Department ,  Richmond ,  October  35,  1862. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  has  been  received,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  outline  which  yen  give  of  your  designed  cruise  is  approved.  Assist¬ 
ant  Paymaster  Lynch  is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  to  him  you  will 
turn  over  the  funds  in  your  hands.  A  requisition  has  been  made  in 
his  favor  for  $35,000  in  coin,  which  with  the  amount  in  your  hands  will 
make  $50,000,  in  addition  to  Avhich  he  will  have  a  letter  of  credit  for 
$30,000. 

The  Department  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  detailed  instruc¬ 
tions  for  your  guidance,  relying  as  it  does  upon  your  judgment  and 
discretion  for  the  conduct  of  your  cruise,  and  believing  that  your 
success  will  depend  entirely  upon  your  freedom  of  action.  The  capture 
of  one  or  two  of  the  enemy’s  treasure  and  passenger  ships  would  be  a 
heavy  blow  to  his  credit  at  home  and  abroad,  far  greater  than  the  cap 
ture  of  an  equal  value  of  property  in  any  other  form.  So  long  as  the 
existing  blockade  of  our  ports  shall  exist,  any  attempt  to  run  prizes  into 
them  will  hazard  their  loss,  and  you  will  be  governed  by  this  consider¬ 
ation  in  the  disposition  of  prizes.  Should  your  judgment  ever  hesitate 
in  seeking  the  solution  of  any  difficulty  on  this  point,  it  may  be  aided 
by  the  reflection  that  you  are  to  do  the  enemy’s  commerce  the  greatest 
injury  in  the  shortest  time.  Since  the  Sumter  started  upon  her  cruise 
Federal  owners  of  ships  and  cargoes  have  adopted  the  practice  gener¬ 
ally  of  placing  them  under  British  protection,  and  this  may  at  times 
cause  you  some  embarrassment. 

The  strictest  regard  for  the  rights  of  neutrals  can  not  be  too  sedu¬ 
lously  observed,  nor  should  an  opportunity  be  lost  of  cultivating  friendly 
relations  with  their  naval  and  merchant  services  and  of  placing  the 
true  character  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  in  its  proper 
light. 

A  speedy  recognition  of  our  Government  by  the  great  European 
powers  is  anticipated,  and  1  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  if  you  shall 
seek  their  ports  you  will  receive  the  consideration  and  treatment  due 
from  neutrals  to  an  officer  of  a  belligerent  power  with  which  they  desire 
to  establish  close  commercial  connections. 

The  long  and  hazardous  cruise  upon  which  you  are  embarking,  fol¬ 
lowed,  as  you  will  be,  in  every  sea  by  enemies  in  superior  force,  together 
with  your  exclusion  from  our  ports,  demand  a  maintenance  of  thorough 
and  exact  discipline  as  a  matter  of  vital  consequence.  Before  leaving 
Mobile  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  practical  pilots  for  such  portions  of 
the  Bahamas  and  the  West  Indies  as  you  may  be  compelled  to  visit, 
and  in  all  respects  you  will  make  your  outfits  as  complete  as  possible, 
the  Department  wishing  that  nothing  shall  be  left  undone  that  may 
contribute  to  your  success.  You  will  not  hesitate  to  assume  responsi¬ 
bility  whenever  the  interests  of  your  country  may  seem  to  demand  it. 

For  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  your  Government  you  will 
proceed  as  follows :  Obtain  at  Mobile  two  uniform  copies  of  any  small 
English  lexicon  or  dictionary,  one  to  be  retained  by  you  and  the  other 
to  be  sent  to  the  Department.  Whenever  in  your  letters  or  dispatches 
a  word  is  used  which  may  betray  wliat  you  may  desire  to  conceal, 
instead  of  using  that  word  write  the  numbers,  in  figures  within 
brackets,  of  the  page  where  it  is  to  be  found,  and  also  the  number  of  the 
word  on  the  page,  counting  from  the  top.  Thus,  if  you  desire  to  indi- 
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cate  the  word  “  prisoner  ”  and  should  find  this  word  on  the  hundredth 
page  ol  the  book  and  the  tenth  from  the  top  of  the  page,  you  would 
indicate  it  thus:  [100]  10.  In  this  manner  you  can  use  a  cipher  with¬ 
out  the  possibility  of  its  detection. 

The  Florida  will  have  the  honor  of  making  the  third  naval  cruise 
under  the  flag  ot  the  Confederate  States,  and  the  Department  relies 
with  confidence  upon  the  abilities  and  conduct  of  yourself,  officers,  and 
men  for  its  success;  and  with  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of 
your  cruise  and  your  triumphant  return  to  your  country, 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  1ST.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steam  Sloop  Florida ,  Mobile ,  Ala. 

Delivered  October  31,  1862. 

Frank’n  Buchanan, 

Admiral,  etc. 


Extracts  from  the  journal  of  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C,  S.  S 

Florida,  May  4-December  31,  1862. 

Nassau,  New  Providence, 

May  4,  1862. 

At  11  p.  in.  Mr.  Low,  provisional  master,  C.  S.  [Navy,  came  to  my 
room  in  private  and  informed  me  that  he  had  come  over  in  the  C.  S. 
gunboat  Oreto,  and  at  the  same  time  handed  me  a  letter  from  Com¬ 
mander  J.  D.  Bulloch,  requesting  I  would  at  once  assume  command  and 
send  Mr.  Low  back. 

The  Oreto  had  been  here  some  weeks,  attracting  much  observation 
and  comment.  She  was  in  the  upper  anchorage,  and  Captain  Duguid 
was  her  nominal  commander.  As  the  Oreto  was  in  an  equivocal  posi¬ 
tion,  with  no  regular  Confederate  States  officer  to  look  out  for  her  inter¬ 
est,  I  gave  up  the  Nassau  and  privately  assumed  the  entire  control. 

By  the  Kate,  Cambria  and  Nassau,  I  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  giving  full  information  as  to  the  Oreto  and  my  position  in  regard 
to  her,  asking  for  the  command  and,  if  detailed,  to  be  furnished  with 
experienced  lieutenants,  a  paymaster,  engineers,  an  assistant  surgeon, 
money,  etc.  The  return  boat  brought  me  a  letter  from  the  Secretary, 
in  which  he  informed  me  that  Commander  J.  H.  North  was  ordered 
and  would  arrive  in  Nassau  by  the  British  steamer  Bahama,  bringing 
guns,  etc.;  but  that  my  conduct  was  approved,  and  if  Commander 
North  did  not  arrive  I  then  was  to  consider  myself  as  detailed.  Mr.  O. 
Bradford,  provisional  master,  and  Acting  Midshipman  Sinclair  were 
the  officers  sent  to  me.  The  former  had  passed  through  all  gradations 
of  business  and  different  appointments;  never  content  one  week  over 
the  other,  and  with  so  little  ability  of  any  kind  that  he  may  well 
be  termed  u  Jack  of  alLtrades  and  good  at  none.”  Midshipman  Sin¬ 
clair  on  his  passage  saw  the  ocean  for  the  first  time.  The  Secretary 
complacently  ordered  me  to  fit  out  and  cruise,  as  though  I  controlled  a 
navy  yard,  and  had  engineers,  men,  etc.,  at  my  command. 

Mr.  Adams,  the  American  minister  in  London,  had  sent  out  full  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  Oreto,  and  that  her  guns,  etc.,  would  arrive  per  steamer 
Bahama.  With  all  these  lights,  the  presence  of  the  vessel  as  an 
undoubted  build  for  a  man-of-war,  it  was  natural  to  presume  that  the 
American  consul  would  not  neglect  the  interests  he  represented. 
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The  day  after  the  Bahama  arrived,  on  certain  colonial  authority, 
Captain  McKillop,  of  H.  B.M.S .Bull  Boy,  seized  the  Oreto  as  a  lawful 
prize,  based  upon  the  Queen’s  neutrality  proclamation.  The  next  day 
she  was  released  by  advice  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Queen’s  attorney. 
In  the  meantime  the  Bull  Boy  departed,  having  been  relieved  by  the 
steamer  Greyhound,  Captain  Hickley,who  reseized  the  Oreto,  and  in  two 
days  relinquished  her.  On  the  next  day,  in  consequence  of  the  repre¬ 
sentation  of  one  Jones  (ex-boatswain  of  the  Oreto)  having,  through  the 
instigation  and  bribery  of  the  American  consul,  made  declaration  that 
the  Oreto  was  a  Confederate  gunboat,  etc.,  Captain  Hickley  reseized  her 
and  put  the  case  in  the  admiralty  court  for  adjudication. 

In  the  Bahama  Lieutenant  J.M.  Stribling,  late  of  the  Sumter,  arrived. 
He  was  on  his  way  home  to  be  reunited  with  his  young  and  beautiful 
bride,  but  on  hearing  of  my  situation  in  regard  to  officers  he  promptly 
relinquished  his  orders  and  volunteered  for  the  Florida. 

About  the  20th  of  July  the  yellow  fever  in  its  worst  form  commenced 
operation.  The  first  victim  was  my  young  friend,  Lieutenant  Brown, 
of  the  Fourth  W.  I.  Regiment;  a  high-toned  little  gentleman  as  ever 
lived.  As  a  nurse  my  services  were  constantly  required  at  the  hotel; 
the  cases  were  generally  fatal. 

Auyust  7  [2]. — The  court  room  was  crowded  at  11.30  a.  m.  At  12 
Judge  Lees  gave  his  decision  in  the  Oreto  case,  and  she  was  free!  On 
the  following  day  the  verdict  was  recorded,  papers  made  out  for  any 
Confederate  port,  J.  Laurens  Read  (my  stepson),  captain !  At  11  a. 
m.  she  steamed  out  of  the  harbor  to  outer  anchorage,  and  at  4  p.  m.  I 
went  on  board  with  Lieutenant  Stribling,  Master  (Acting  Lieutenant) 
Bradford,  Acting  Master  Floyd,  Midshipman  Bryan,  Engineers  Spi- 
dell,  Scott,  Quinn,  and  J.  Seely,  Acting  Marine  Officer  Wyman,  Acting 
Paymaster  Read,  Clerk  Yogel,  and  a  few  men. 

Lieutenant  Stribling  returned  to  take  charge  of  the  tender  with 
arms,  stores,  etc.,  and  ship  such  as  could  be  obtained.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  the  Cuyler  (Federal  gunboat)  came  and  ran  all  round  us.  The 
[H.  B.  M.  S.]  Petrel,  commanded  by  my  friend  Watson,  immediately  went 
out  and  ordered  her  in  the  harbor  or  to  go  without  the  marine  limits. 
That  night  the  Petrel  gave  me  a  hawser  and  we  hung  on  by  it,  as  we 
had  not  men  enough  to  weigh  our  anchor.  At  12  or  a  little  after 
dropped  quietly  down  under  the  shadow  of  the  land  until  off  the 
west  end  of  the  island,  when  we  steamed  to  the  southward.  At  1,  fell 
in  with  [the]  Prince  Albert,  schooner,  Lieutenant  Stribling,  and  took  her 
in  tow.  At  3  p.  m.  on  the  following  day  anchored  If  miles  W.  S.  W.  of 
Green  Cay. 

Now  commenced  one  of  the  most  physically  exhausting  jobs  ever 
undertaken  by  naval  officers.  All  hands  undressed  to  the  buff,  and 
with  the  few  men  we  had  commenced  taking  in  one  6  and  inch 
guns,  powder,  circles,  shell  and  shot,  etc.  An  August  sun  in  the  tropics 
is  no  small  matter  to  work  in.  On  the  15th  C.  Worrell,  wardroom 
steward,  died  and  we  buried  him  on  Green  Cay.  Several  cases  of  fever 
appear  among  the  crew.  At  first  1  thought  it  but  ordinary  cases,  origi¬ 
nating  from  hard  work  and  exposure  to  the  sun,  but  in  twenty  hours 
the  unpalatable  fact  was  impressed  upon  me  that  yellow  fever  was 
added  to  our  annoyances.  Having  no  physician  on  board,  that  duty 
devolved  upon  me,  and  nearly  my  whole  time,  day  and  night,  was 
devoted  to  the  sick.  On  the  16th  of  August  all  the  armament  and  stores 
were  on  board;  took  the  tender  in  tow  and  ran  to  Blossom  Channel,  in 
which  we  anchored  at  sunset. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  got  underway,  hoisted  and  cheered  the 
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Confederate  flag,  and  christened  the  Orcto  by  her  new  official  cognomen 
of  Florida ,  parted  with  the  Prince  Albert ,  and  stood  to  the  southward 
and  westward.  The  yellow  fever  by  this  time  had  gained  complete 
ascendency  and  in  our  absolute  helpless  condition  were  forced  to  enter 
a  Cuban  port.  Moreover,  we  found  that  neither  beds,  quoins,  sights 
or  rammers,  and  sponges  had  been  sent  to  us. 

August  18. — At  11:30  p.  m.  passed  a  Federal  cruiser.  We  were  so 
close  to  the  reef  that  he  did  not  see  us.  At  1:20  a.  m.  on  the  19th 
August  entered  the  harbor  of  Cardenas;  one  fireman  on  watch  perfectly 
exhausted  and  about  four  men.  Anchored  in  4  fathoms.  At  9  got 
underway,  and  stood  into  the  inner  harbor;  communicated  with  the 
authorities,  and  represented  our  helpless  condition;  received  permis¬ 
sion,  per  telegram,  from  the  governor-general  to  remain  as  long  as  it  was 
necessary. 

On  the  20th  dispatched  Lieutenant  Stribling  and  Mr.  Yesterling  to 
Havana  to  obtain,  through  agents,  more  men  and  a  doctor.  The  fever 
had  complete  possession  of  the  vessel,  but  as  yet  none  had  prove  I 
fatal,  for  1  watched  every  case  with  the  most  particular  care.  ’Twas  a 
sorrowful  sight  to  see  our  quarter  deck  turned  into  a  complete  hospital. 
All  the  men  who  were  able  to  work  we  kept  fitting  side  tackles,  breach- 
in  gs,  etc. 

August  22. — My  duties  as  physician  have  prostrated  me  considerably; 
do  not  feel  well.  At  2  p.  m.  was  taken  with  a  slight  chill,  which  1 
fancied  originated  from  getting  wet  in  a  thunder  squall.  Took  a  foot 
bath  and  felt  better  for  a  time.  At  4,  while  giving  medicine  to  the 
sick,  was  seized  with  a  heavy  chill,  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  dimness 
of  vision,  and  disposition  to  vomit.  The  painful  conviction  was  forced 
upon  me  that  I  was  boarded  by  this  horrible  tropical  epidemic.  I  sent 
for  Mr.  Floyd  and  Mr.  Wyman,  and  gave  full  directions  in  regard  to 
the  duty  of  the  vessel.  Ordered  a  physician  sent  for,  and  the  sick  sent 
to  the  hospital;  then  took  40  grains  of  ,got  into  a  tub  of  warm 
water  mixed  with  mustard,  took  several  injections,  changed  under¬ 
clothes  and  sheets,  and  by  this  time  was  in  the  embrace  of  a  fierce 
fever.  Knowing  that  fever  always  affected  my  brain,  I  did  all  that  I 
thought  necessary  with  promptness,  even  directing  the  medicine  and 
care  of  the  sick  for  the  night. 

From  this  period  until  the  29th  all  was  a  blank  to  me,  an  epoch  of 
horror  and  suffering  that  can  not  be  realized  save  by  those  who  have 
been  the  recipients  of  this  fell  disease.  On  recovering  my  first  gleam 
of  sunshine,  I  found  a  medical  consultation  progressing  that  was  not 
flattering  to  my  recovery,  but  Hr.  Gill i ard,  of  tbe  Spanish  gunboat 
Guadalquivir ,  was  somewhat  hopeful,  and  I  told  him  his  prognostics 
were  correct,  as  I  had  not  time  to  die.  He  and  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing 


— ,  of  the  Guadalquivir ,  were  very  polite  and  attentive,  and  f 
hope  some  day  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  demonstrate  my  appreciation 
of  their  courtesy. 

The  first  unpleasant  news  conveyed  to  me  on  becoming  quite  sensi¬ 
ble  was  that  my  dear  stepson,  Laurens,  was  seriously  ill  with  fever. 
Poor  boy !  he  had  set  up  with  me  and  manifested  the  most  tender 
solicitude  for  my  recovery.  I  was  distressed  that  my  debilitated  con¬ 
dition  prevented  personal  attention  to  his  case.  Hr.  Barrett,  of 
Georgia,  a  warm-hearted  Irishman,  volunteered  for  the  vessel,  giv¬ 
ing  up  an  excellent  situation  in  the  Government  hospital  in  Havana 
in  order  to  demonstrate  his  devotion  to  the  South  in  this  time  of 
need. 

August  30. — At  6:30  p.  m.  poor  Laurens  was  taken  with  black  vomit; 
at  7  the  noble  boy  went  gently  to  sleep,  beloved  and  regretted  by  all 
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who  knew  him.  This  blow  came  like  the  raven  wings  of  fate,  darken¬ 
ing  my  very  soul  and  nearly  producing  a  relapse.  Poor  Mr.  Seeley 
(John),  our  third  assistant  engineer  and  3  men,  departed  this  life  about 
the  same  hour.  Mr.  Floyd  is  down  with  the  fever;  also  Midshipman 
Sinclair.  Mr.  Wyman  is  quite  sick  with  the  epidemic,  but  as  he  was 
taken  when  on  shore,  Mr.  John  Cacho,  a  native  of  Port  Mahon,  kindly 
took  him  to  his  house,  where  he  was  attended  with  so  much  cai’e  that 
his  case  proved  quite  a  mild  one. 

Mr.  Stribling  returned,  bringing  8 men  and  4  firemen;  his  difficulties, 
in  consequence  of  the  neutrality  law,  had  been  very  great.  The  gov¬ 
ernor-general  telegraphed  for  me  to  proceed  to  Havana,  as  there  were 
no  forts  in  Cardenas,  and  a  rumor  had  reached  him  of  an  intent  on  the 
part  of  the  Yankees  to  cut  me  out.  The  port  was  already  completely 
blockaded  in  anticipation  of  my  departure. 

August  31. — Committed  our  dead  to  their  mother  earth  and  settled 
all  bills  prior  to  departing  for  Havana.  ’Twas  whispered  about  that 
we  were  about  leaving,  and  the  American  consul  dispatched  a  swift 
craft  to  inform  the  Federal  squadron.  At  8  p.  m.  the  Spanish  mail 
boat  (for  Havana)  left,  and  when  outside  was  chased  by  the  Federals, 
who  fired  shot  and  shell  at  her  until  she  entered  the  harbor  at  Matan- 
zas;  they  mistook  her  for  the  Florida  ;  consequently,  at  9:30  we  sailed 
and  ran  the  coast  along  unmolested. 

September  1. — At  11:30  a.  m.  entered  the  harbor  of  Havana;  a  large 
concourse  of  people  assembled  upon  the  quay,  and  our  entrance  was 
attended  to  by  a  large  and  favoring  audience.  Slmfeldt  notified  the 
Yankee  fleet  of  our  being  in  Havana  and  an  assembly  took  place  off 
the  morro.  Finding  that  I  could  not  get  a  crew,  as  ’twas  the  season  of 
sickness,  when  sailors  did  not  congregate  in  this  port,  and  that  my 
ordnance  was  defective  in  arrangement,  etc.,  to  say  nothing  of  the  want 
of  officers,  I  reluctantly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  nothing 
left  to  me  but  to  force  my  way  into  some  Confederate  port.  In  fact, 
my  health  was  so  wretched  that  I  could  not  well  attend  to  duty,  and 
had  to  be  lifted  on  deck  when  necessity  called  me.  Captain  Smith 
volunteered  to  pilot  me  into  Mobile  and  was  assured  that  but  one  man- 
of-war  guarded  that  harbor;  so  I  settled  upon  Mobile,  and  at  9  p.  m. 
sailed,  avoiding  the  enemy’s  fleet  by  running  some  distance'  close  in 
shore.  The  passage  was  pleasant,  but  cases  of  fever  continued  assail¬ 
ing  the  new  men,  but  not  with  its  original  severity,  or  perhaps  Dr. 
Barrett’s  experience  and  extreme  devotion  may  have  had  much  to  do 
with  its  mitigated  form. 

September  4. — At  3  p.  m.  made  Fort  Morgan  and  three  blockaders  off 
the  bar;  they  at  once  ran  out  to  receive  me.  At  4:50  p.  in.  the  can¬ 
nonading  commenced  upon  our  helpless  craft,  for  we  could  not  return 
their  shots  for  want  of  men  and  proper  provision  for  our  guns.  The 
Oneida ,  Commander  Preble,  of  10  guns,  made  an  effort  to  cut  us  off, 
but  I  sheered  toward  him,  and  feeling  he  would  be  run  down  he  backed, 
giving  me  a  momentary  advantage.  As  I  ranged  ahead  of  him  he 
poured  out  a  whole  broadside,  that  swept  away  hammocks  and  some 
running  rigging.  One  gunboat  opened  on  my  port  bow,  the  other  on 
our  port  quarter,  and  the  cannonading  became  rapid  and  precise. 
Having  passed  the  Oneida ,  gave  a  starboard  helm  to  bring  the  gun¬ 
boats  in  line,  and  escaped,  by  this  range,  the  fire  of  one  of  them,  for 
this  grouping  around  me  bid  fair  to  send  the  little  Florida  to  the  bottom. 

Hauled  down  the  English  flag,  and  as  soon  as  the  signal  halliards 
could  be  rerove,  ran  up  the  bars  and  stars. 
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A  shell  entered  the  port  quarter  but  fortunately  neither  that  or  the 
Xl-inch  exploded.  Several  expended  Parrott  shells  struck  the  masts 
and  fell  on  board.  Our  boats  were  much  injured  and  all  the  standing 
rigging  (except  three  shrouds)  shot  away;  our  hull  well  peppered. 
Finding  that  we  did  not  distance  the  Federals  rapidly,  sent  the  men 
aloft  to  loose  topsail  and  topgallant  sails,  and  our  sailors  responded  to 
the  order  with  alacrity.  As  soon  as  they  were  seen  on  the  yards^  all 
the  gunboats  commenced  firing  24 -pound  shrapnel;  the  standing  rig¬ 
ging  was  shot  away  as  our  men  came  down  from  aloft;  several  were 
wounded,  and  the  boats,  masts,  spars,  and  hulls  were  cut  with  thou¬ 
sands  of  the  shrapnel.  The  sea  was  smooth,  and  our  helpless  condition 
gave  the  enemy  confidence  and  security,  which  enabled  them  to  coolly 
use  us  as  a  target.  The  sails  availed  us  considerably,  for  a  light  S.  E. 
wind  had  sprung  up.  I  sent  all  below  but  the  officers  and  two  men  at 
the  wheel. 

As  we  approached  the  bar  an  Xl-inch  shell  entered  on  our  port  beam, 
about  9  inches  above  the  water  line,  passing  through  coal  bunker, 
grazing  the  boiler  and  entering  among  the  men  on  the  berth  deck;  by 
this  shot  4  men  were  wounded  and  James  Duncan’s  head  taken  off. 
Duncan  was  captain  of  the  maintop  and  one  of  our  best  men.  At  dusk 
we  were  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.  Soon  visited  by  the  officers. 
Colonel  Powell  says  the  scene  was  brilliant,  and  he  considers  it  one  of 
the  most  dashing  feats  of  the  war.  Sharkey,  captain  forecastle,  and 
Bellups,  quartermaster,  were  at  the  wheel  during  the  cannonading,  and 
did  well ;  in  truth,  everybody  acted  well  their  part. 

We  were  visited  by  McBlair  of  the  Jfor#u?tandHunter  of  the  Gaines , 
their  crews  cheering  as  approaching.  Anchored  off  Melrose.  On  the 
5th  I  went  up  to  Mobile  with  McBlair,  to  recruit.  Buried  our  dead. 

September  6. — The  admiral  sent  a  small  steamer  down  as  a  hospital 
vessel. 

Monday  morning ,  September  8. — At  1  p.  m.  arrived  in  the  Morgan; 
the  admiral  went  on  board  the  steamer  and  made  a  few  complimentary 
remarks  to  the  crew  and  then  left.  On  going  on  board  the  Florida  I 
was  distressed  to  find  poor  Stribling  down  with  a  serious  attack  of 
fever;  had  him  conveyed  to  the  steamer  Areal  that  Dr.  Barrett  could 
attend  him  night  and  day.  His  mind  wandered,  and  there  seemed  no 
elasticity  in  his  constitution;  I  think  his  chances  very  doubtful. 

[September]  9. — Stribling  very  ill ;  will  not  permit  anyone  to  administer 
his  medicine  but  me,  and  I  am  hardly  able  to  stand.  Midshipman  Sin¬ 
clair  rather  worse;  case  assuming  a  doubtful  phase. 

[September]  10. — Am  quite  exhausted  with  my  efforts  to  aid  poor  Strib¬ 
ling;  he  calls  for  me  all  the  time.  Young  Sinclair  has  a  favorable  turn. 
Nothing  but  sickness.  We  are  quarantined  by  the  authorities  and  very 
properly. 

September]  11. — The  same;  I  now  have  no  hope  of  poor  S. 

September  12. — As  I  feared,  Stribling  breathed  his  last  at  6:30  p.  m., 
having  never  rallied  once  during  his  illness.  He  was  a  good  Christian 
and  excellent  officer.  Peace  be  to  his  soul. 

September  13. — Paid  the  last  honors  to  our  highly  esteemed  friend 
and  shipmate,  Lieutenant  Stribling.  He  is  buried  at  Melrose,  near  Mr. 
Stone’s  country  seat. 

[September]  20.— Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  F.  Garretson,  C.S.Navy, 
reported  for  duty  (his  original  name  was  Yan  Biber).  The  doctor  is 
from  Virginia,  and  enjoys  a  high  reputation,  not  only  in  but  out  of  his 
profession.  Cleansed  our  holds  and  fumigated  the  vessel  daily. 

[September]  26. — Midshipman  Sinclair  has  been  under  my  especial 
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care  in  the  cabin  and  has  benefited  so  much  that  he  was  enabled  to 
proceed  to  Richmond  on  leave. 

[ September ]  29. — Lieutenant  Comstock  reported  for  duty,  a  young 
officer  of  exceeding  delicacy  of  constitution;  in  fact,  unfit  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  requirements  of  this  vessel.  *  *  *  Hauled  down 

the  quarantine  flag  and  steamed  over  abreast  of  Dog  River  bar. 
Received  a  very  complimentary  communication  from  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment,  bnt  no  hint  of  promotion. 

On  the  9th  [October1?]  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Forrest  reported  as  execu¬ 
tive. 

October  12.— At  last,  after  great  exertion,  I  have  some  mechanics 
at  work.  They  all  dread  the  vessel,  and  desired  to  await  a  fever-kill¬ 
ing  frost  ere  coming  on  board.  Slow,  slow,  slow.  This  fitting  out  in 
an  open  bay,  where  so  much  is  to  be  done,  is  bad  business. 

[  October]  13. — Lieutenant  Hoole,  of  Alabama,  a  young  gentleman  who 
was  badly  wounded  in  the  head  at  Roanoke  Island,  reported.  Dr. 
Barrett  returned  from  leave,  and  concluded  to  remain  with  his  family; 
good  old  man. 

[  October]  18. — Second  Assistant  Engineer  Jackson  reported,  andamore 
unfortunate  appointment  could  not  have  been  made.  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  Brown  reported. 

October]  20. — Lieutenant  Forrest  received  his  detachment. 

October  25. — Lieutenant  C.  C.  Simms  reported  and  a  most  excellent 
officer  he  is.  The  equipments  and  repairs  now  commenced  with  system 
and  regularity. 

[  October]  30. — Lieutenant  S.  W.  Averett,  an  officer  of  high  standing  for 
his  period  of  service,  reported;  his  frank,  manly  manner  pleases  me 
much.  Crew  coming  on  board  in  driblets;  many  rated  as  seamen  who 
in  the  old  service  would  merely  pass  as  very  ordinary  seamen. 

November  1. — Passed  Midshipman  Walker  detached  to  make  room 
for  Midshipman  Dyke,  of  Florida. 

November  4. — Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read,  the  last  lieutenant  I  personally 
applied  for,  joined;  this  officer  acquired  reputation  for  gunnery,  cool¬ 
ness,  and  determination  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  When  his  com¬ 
mander,  T.  B.  Huger,  was  fatally  wounded  he  continued  to  gallantly 
fight  the  McRea  until  she  was  riddled  and  unfit  for  service.  *  *  * 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Grafton  reported;  he  is  a  pleasant  gentle¬ 
man,  and  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  surgeon. 

November  15. — Lieutenant  Simms  was  telegraphed  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  that  in  consequence  of  the  alarming  illness  of  his  wife  he  was  at 
liberty  to  leave.  He  referred  to  the  admiral,  who  at  once  decided  that 
he  must  return  home,  and  much  to  his  and  my  own  regret  I  lost  the 
service  of  this  experienced  and  excellent  officer.  I  can  not  have  more 
changes,  so  will  ask  for  Lieutenant  Stone  and  try  how  Mr.  Averett  will 
get  along  as  executive.  Want  of  experience.  Mr.  Stone  has  joined. 
He  is  intelligent  and  will  make  an  admirable  officer. 

December  1. — Received  the  admiral,  General  Slaughter,  Lieutenant 
Rainey,  Captain  McBlair,  T.  T.  Hunter,  Colonel  Forsyth,  Mrs.  Le  Vert 
and  daughter,  Mrs.  Hopkins,  Gracie  Scott,  Mrs.  Forsyth,  Mrs.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Graves,  Virginia  Hallett,  Mrs.  Jno.  W.  Murreli.  Entertained 
them  several  hoiirs;  exercised  at  target,  and  at  3:40  they  returned  in 
the  Orescent  steamer.  Fitting  out  slowly;  our  wants  can  not  be 
promptly  supplied;  the  ordnance  department  is  as  yet  in  embryo,  and 
Lieutenant  Eggleston  has  much  difficulty  in  fitting  us  out,  even  indif¬ 
ferently.  Our  tarry  has  far  exceeded  my  expectations,  and  all  hands 
are  very  restive.  Lieutenant  Read  suffers  particularly  in  this  and  has 
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become  somewhat  bilious;  every  passing  squall  is  to  him  a  fine  night 
for  going  out,  even  though  it  be  of  fifty  minutes  duration  only. 

The  gentlemen  knew  nothing  of  my  orders,  nor  that  having  formed 
plans  ou  consultation  with  Admiral  B.,  who  controls  me,  I  shall  abide 
by  them,  notwithstanding  all  their  presumed  superior  judgment. 

In  the  winter  seasou  N.  E.  gales,  as  a  rule,  are  prevalent.  They  last 
several  days  with  a  misty  sky,  and  heavy  sea  upon  the  bar,  both  favor¬ 
able  to  the  Florida's  safe  exit,  and  ’tis  to  the  interest  of  the  Confeder¬ 
acy  that  we  get  out  intact,  as  my  orders  are  to  assail  their  commerce 
only,  that  the  mercantile  part  of  the  Northern  community,  who  so 
earnestly  sustain  the  war  by  liberal  contributions,  may  not  fatten  on 
its  progress,  but  feel  all  its  misfortunes.  As  the  Alabama  and  Florida' 
are  the  only  two  cruisers  we  have  just  now,  it  would  be  a  perfect 
absurdity  to  tilt  against  their  more  than  three  hundred,  for  the  Federals 
would  gladly  sacrifice  fifty  armed  ships  to  extinguish  the  two  Con¬ 
federates. 

When  a  man-of-war  is  sacrificed  ’tis  a  national  calamity,  not  individ¬ 
ually  felt,  but  when  merchant  ships  are  destroyed  on  the  high  seas 
individuality  suffers,  and  the  shoe  then  pinches  in  the  right  direction. 
All  the  merchants  of  New  York  and  Boston  who  have  by  their  splendid 
traders  become  princes  in  wealth  and  putty  with  patriotic  zeal  for  the 
subjugation  of  the  South,  will  soon  cry  with  a  loud  voice,  peace, 
peace;  we  are  becoming  ruined  and  the  country  damned ! 

I  doubt  not  but  that  there  will  be  much  criticism  and  condemnation 
among  the  restless  spirits  of  the  service,  who  are  always  finding  fault, 
yet  most  faulty  themselves.  ’Tis  a  curse  in  military  as  well  as  naval 
life  that  gossiping  is  carried  to  such  reprehensible  extremes,  and  as  a 
general  rule  it  belongs  to  weak-minded,  shallow-pated  persons,  living- 
in  glass  houses,  but  always  throwing  stones. 

I  am  impatient  for  that  N.  E.  gale.  Singular,  this  winter  has  been 
almost  entirely  exempt  from  bad  weather,  and  my  tarry  has  not  been  a 
matter  of  satisfaction.  Everybody  but  the  admiral  is  impatient;  he 
seems  to  fancy  the  retention  of  the  Florida ,  considering  her  not  badly 
employed  in  keeping  a  large  fleet  to  watch  her. 

December  30. — I  have  been  summarily  detached  and  Lieutenant  Bar¬ 
ney  ordered  to  relieve  me  in  command.  The  Department  expresses 
astonishment  at  the  delay  of  the  Florida ,  but  fails  to  address  the 
admiral  on  the  subject  or  seek  any  explanation.  My  services  (unrequited 
as  they  have  been)  surely  entitle  me  to  a  slight  consideration  and  call 
for  information.  The  commanding  officer  was  indirectly  hit  over  my 
shoulder. 

Fortunately,  the  President  was  in  Mobile,  and  Admiral  Buchanan 
went  to  him  and  represented  the  gross  injustice  done  me;  that  the  Sec¬ 
retary  had  failed  to  consult  with  him,  the  commanding  and  responsible 
officer,  which  he  should  have  done,  as  by  so  doing  he  would  not  have 
committed  so  grave  an  error  or  gross  an  act,  of  injustice.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  telegraphed,  and  the  action  of  the  Department  was  annulled.  My 
command  was  fully  endorsed  by  Mr.  Davis. 


Abstract  from  log  of  C.  S.  gunboat  Florida,  August  17,  1862,  to  January  15,  1863. 

Inst  of  officers. — J.  N.  Maffitt,  commanding;  J.  M.  Stribling,  lieuten¬ 
ant;  O.  Bradford,  acting  lieutenant;  It.  S.  Floyd,  acting  master;  J. 
Spidell,  acting  first  assistant  engineer;  J.  L.  Bead,  acting  assistant 

paymaster;  0.  W.  Quinn,  acting  second  assistant  engineer;  - 
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- ,  acting’  assistant  surgeon;  G.  D.  Bryan,  midshipman;  G.  T. 

Sinclair,  midshipman;  L.  Vogel,  captain’s  clerk;  A.  Vesterling,  pay¬ 
master’s  clerk. 

August  17 ,  1862. — Blossom  Channel,  Bahama  Bank.  Parted  this 
morning  from  the  schooner  Prince  Albert  at  8  a.  m.  and  hoisted  the 
Confederate  flag.  Latitude,  22°  48'  N.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  run¬ 
ning  along  the  banks  on  a  due  west  course. 

August  19. — At  1 : 35  a.  m.  came  to  anchor,  Cay  Piedras  light  bear¬ 
ing  N.W.  by  W.  At  9 : 25  steamed  up  Cardenas  Channel.  At  1  p.  m. 
dispatched  the  cutter  to  town  with  Acting  Lieutenant  Bradford  in  it 
for  official  calls  upon  the  authorities.  Lieutenant  Stribling  and  Mr. 
Vesterling  went  to  Havana  on  duty. 

September  1. — Arrived  at  12  m.  in  Havana  and  left  at  7  •  30  for  Mobile, 
where  we  arrived  after  having  successfully  run  the  gauntlet  of  tlnee  of 
the  enemy’s  vessels  in  broad  daylight  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  4th. 

September  4 , 1862,  to  January  15,  1863. — Remained  in  Mobile  Bay  tit- 
ting  ship. 


Cruise  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Letter  from  Commander  Bullocb,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at 
London,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  officers  of  the  C  S.  S.  Sumter  in  Liverpool. 

10  Rumford  Place,  Liverpool,  May  3, 1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  and  have  read  a  portion  of  its  contents  to  Messrs.  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  as  you  desired.  These  gentlemen  say  that  their  ships 
are  necessarily  sailed  under  the  British  flag,  and  the  presence  on  board 
of  any  persons  known  to  have  been  in  the  Confederate  service  would 
compromise  then  character,  and  in  this  view  of  the  case  they  feel 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  giving  a  passage  to  any  of  the  Sumter’s 
men. 

Since  my  return  to  Liverpool  I  have  made  ineffectual  efforts  to  see 
in  person  the  warrant  officers  of  that  ship,  the  names  of  whom  were 
furnished  you  by  Captain  Semmes.  The  services  of  these  officers  would 
be  of  great  advantage  to  me  at  a  time  now,  I  trust,  not  far  distant,  and 
Captain  Semmes’  report  of  their  capacity  is  conclusive  and  satisfac¬ 
tory;  but  I  can  not  exaggerate,  sir,  the  caution  and  tact  required  to 
get  a  ship  to  sea  with  even  the  external  appearance  of  a  man-of-war. 
The  slightest  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  those  connected  with  such  an 
undertaking  would  doubtless  cause  a  failure  of  the  attempt.  I  beg 
leave,  therefore,  to  repeat  the  proposition  I  made  to  you  verbally,  viz, 
that  you  direct  these  officers  to  remain  in  England  for  the  present, 
simply  informing  them  that  their  services  would  probably  be  wanted 
at  some  future  time;  then  at  the  last  moment  I  could  manage  to  get 
them  to  sea  in  such  a  manner  as  would  in  no  way  connect  them  with 
my  movements.  The  details  of  such  an  arrangement  have  already 
been  planned  in  my  own  mind  and  will  be  verbally  explained  to  you 
when  I  next  go  up  to  London,  which  will  be  on  Tuesday,  the  6th 
instant.  I  would  furthermore  suggest  that  the  detention  of  these 
officers  be  dependent  upon  their  previously  expressed  willingness  to  go 
upon  any  service  the  exigencies  of  the  times  may  require,  as  in  clan¬ 
destinely  fitted  out  expeditions  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  all  should 
be  of  like  inclination.  I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Cuddy,  the  gunner  of 
the  Sumter,  called  .on  me  day  before  yesterday,  and  when  I  mentioned 
that  you  might  wish  to  detain  him  here  he  expressed  his  entire  willing- 
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ness  to  do  anything  you  might  deem  proper,  adding  that  he  only  wished 
to  get  upon  some  service  as  quickly  as  possible. 

With  reference  to  the  seamen  mentioned  in  your  letter  I  can  only 
say  that  any  connection  with  them  on  my  part  would  soon  be  known  to 
the  American  consul  and  would  compromise  my  position  here.  These 
men,  if  not  under  control,  would  spend  money  as  fast  as  it  could  be 
supplied  to  them,  and  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  appear  when  wanted. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  leading  men,  who  must  be  British  subjects, 
I  will  be  compelled  to  pick  up  crews  at  the  latest  moment,  for  no  body 
of  seamen  could  be  kept  together  in  idleness  for  any  length  of  time. 

Anxious  that  you  should  hear  from  me  by  return  mail,  I  am  neces¬ 
sarily  brief,  but  will  express  my  views  upon  the  subject  of  your  letter 
more  fully  when  I  have  the  honor  to  see  you  on  Wednesday  next. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  I).  Bulloch, 

Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason, 

Commissioner  of  the  Confederate  States. 


Letter  from  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  North,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his 
appointment  to  command  of  vessel  being  fitted  out  by  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy, 
at  Liverpool. 

Nassau,  New  Providence,  June  8,  1862. 
Dear  North:  I  arrive  here  this  morning,  and  found  an  order  from 
the  Navy  Department  directing  me  to  assume  command  of  the  ship 
which  Bulloch  is  fitting  out.  I  shall  return  to  England  by  the  very 
first  opportunity,  but  I  fear  this  will  not  present  itself  for  two  or  three 
[weeks.  In  the]  meantime,  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  Bulloch  imme¬ 
diately  of  this  change,  and  to  request  him  to  jiroceed  with  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  ship  precisely  as  if  he  were  to  command  her  himself.  Detain 
also  any  of  the  Sumter’s  officers  who  may  be  still  in  London  or  Liver¬ 
pool,  without  informing  them,  however,  of  the  object  of  their  detention, 
lest  through  indiscretion  they  may  speak  of  it.  Write  also  to  Arm¬ 
strong,  at  Gibraltar,  and  tell  him  that  he  has  been  xiromoted  to  a 
lieutenancy,  and  that  it  is  my  intention  to  take  him  with  me  in  the 
new  ship,  and  caution  him  particularly  to  preserve  the  secret,  not  even 
to  mention  it  to  his  most  particular  friend. 

Terry  Sinclair  and  Maffitt  are  both  here.  Sinclair  is  coming  over  to 
purchase  or  build  and  fit  out  a  ship,  and  Maffitt  is  fitting  out  the  Oreto. 
Kell  and  Galt  return  with  me.  I  hope  this  may  be  in  time  for  you  to 
stop  Chapman  and  Evans.  Our  cause  is  decidedly  on  the  mend,  not¬ 
withstanding  our  apparent  disasters.  Best  respects  to  Mrs.  North 
and  our  very  true  friends  the  Eremletts. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

B.  Semmes. 


Commander  J.  H.  North, 

C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  of  instructions  from  registered  owners  of  the  bark  Agrippina  to  Captain  McQueen, 
master,  in  regard  to  rendezvousing  at  Terceira  and  transfer  of  cargo  to  the  steamer 
Enrica  (afterwards  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama). 

London,  July  28, 1862. 

Captain:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  sea  with  the  brig  Agrippina , 
now  under  your  command,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  bay  of 
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Praya,  in  the  island  of  Tereeira,  one  of  the  Azores.  Praya  is  on  the 
east  side  of  the  island,  and  is  the  best  an,d  safest  anchorage  in  the 
entire  group,  except  Fayal,  and  being  less  frequented  than  this  latter 
place,  all  supplies  are  cheaper  and  you  will  have  less  difficulty  in  trans¬ 
ferring  the  coals  and  other  portions  of  your  cargo  to  the  steamer  which 
will  soon  follow  you,  and  which  will  require  the  greater  part  of  the 
fuel  you  have  on  board  for  the  further  prosecution  of  her  voyage. 
Your  experience  as  a  seaman  renders  it  unnecessary  to  give  you 
especial  advice  as  to  the  care  of  your  vessel  while  at  sea,  and  you  will 
of  course  use  all  proper  precautions  in  approaching  the  land,  but  we 
have  consulted  a  nautical  friend  who  has  been  to  the  island  of  Ter¬ 
ceira,  and  it  may  be  well  to  furnish  you  with  his  remarks  upon  the 
anchorage  at  Praya  and  its  approach. 

The  bay  of  Praya  is  open  to  the  east  and  is  easy  and  safe  of  access, 
there  being  no  sunken  rocks  or  danger  of  any  kind  not  visible  to  the 
eye.  With  a  leading  wind,  stand  boldly  in  for  the  middle  of  the  bight 
until  a  small  islet  off  the  north  point  is  in  range  with  the  point  of  the 
mainland  of  the  island  itself,  then  haul  up  for  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  which  lies  in  the  northern  curve  of  the  bay,  and  anchor  by  the 
lead  in  10  or  12  fathoms  water.  With  the.  wind  from  the  westward  you 
can  work  in  by  the  lead,  standing  not  quite  so  far  on  the  southern  as 
on  the  northern  tack,  and  bring  up  in  8  fathoms  water. 

You  will  be  visited,  soon  after  anchoring,  by  the  health  officer,  to 
whom  you  will  simply  report  that  you  have  put  in  for  supplies,  and  you 
can  enquire  from  him  if  you  are  in  the  best  anchorage,  and  if  not,  get 
a  pilot  and  shift  your  berth.  It  is  hoped  that  the  steamer  will  not  be 
far  behind  you;  indeed,  you  may  find  her  already  in  the  bay.  The 
name  of  the  commander  of  the  steamer  is  Butcher.  He  will  have  a 
letter  to  you  with  authority  to  take  whatever  quantity  of  coal  and 
other  articles  of  your  cargo  he  may  require,  and  we  particularly  desire 
you  to  yield  him  your  best  assistance  and  afford  him  every  facility  in 
your  power  for  effecting  his  purpose,  and  you  will  then  proceed  to  any 
port  he  may  direct,  and  land  or  deliver  the  balance  of  your  cargo,  as 
may  be  necessary.  In  tine,  you  are  to  consider  all  orders  from  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  steamer  as  authorized  by  us,  with  or  without  any  other 
letter  of  advice.  If  any  vessel  is  at  anchor  in  Praya  when  you  arrive, 
hoist  your  number,  and  should  it  be  your  consort,  she  will  stop  a  white 
English  ensign  to  the  after  shroud  of  the  main  rigging.  If  the  steamer 
arrive  after  you,  she  will,  upon  anchoring,  make  this  same  signal  of  the 
white  English  ensign  in  the  main  rigging,  which  you  will  answer  with 
your  number,  after  which  you  can  communicate  freely. 

Belying  with  confidence  upon  your  integrity  and  willingness  to  carry 
out  our  wishes  in  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage  you  have  undertaken,  we 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  you  more  minute  directions  in  writing, 
but  may  find  means  of  communicating  with  you  again  before  your 
departure  from  Praya.  Our  interests  are  so  deeply  involved  in  the 
adventure  intrusted  to  your  management  that  we  shall  fully  appre¬ 
ciate  your  exertions  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  termination,  and  upon 
your  sale  return  to  England,  which  we  confidently  anticipate,  we  shall 
be  happy  to  make  you  a  tangible  acknowledgment  for  any  extra 
exertions  you  may  make  for  the  satisfactory  accomplishment  of  the 
voyage. 

Captain  McQueen. 

Note. — This  letter  of  instructions  was  drawn  up  by  Captain  Bulloch 
and  signed  by  the  registered  owners  of  the  Agrippina. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Yonge,  ordering 

him  to  duty  on  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Liverpool,  July  28, 1862. 

Sir  :  You  will  join  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  temporarily  under  the  orders 
of  Captain  M.  J.  Butcher,  and  proceed  in  her  to  sea.  The  Alabama 
may  have  to  cruise  several  days  in  the  British  Channel  and  to  touch 
at  one  or  two  ports.  During  this  time  you  are  strictly  enjoined  not  to 
mention  that  you  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the  C.  S.  Navy,  but 
you  will  simply  act  as  the  purser  of  a  private  ship.  In  this  capacity 
you  will  keep  account  of  all  money  paid,  and  you  will  assist  Captain 
Butcher  in  any  manner  he  may  desire. 

You  have  been  provided  with  an  invoice  of  everything  now  on  board 
the  Alabama  as  well  as  the  cargo  shipped  on  board  the  brig  Agrippina, 
which  vessel  you  will  meet  at  the  port  to  which  the  Alabama  is  bound. 

The  invoice  of  the  Agrippina's  cargo  gives  the  mark  and  number  of 
every  case  and  bale,  the  contents  of  each,  and  the  part  of  the  vessel  in 
which  it  is  stowed.  You  will  endeavor  to  make  yourself  fully  acquainted 
with  the  invoices,  and  examine  the  storerooms  so  that  you  will  be  able 
to  give  efficient  aid  in  getting  everything  in  its  proper  place  when  the 
transfer  of  stores  is  made.  When  the  Alabama  is  fairly  at  sea  you  will 
mix  freely  with  the  warrant  and  petty  officers,  show  interest  in  their 
comfort  and  welfare,  and  endeavor  to  excite  their  interest  in  the 
approaching  cruise  of  the  ship.  Talk  to  them  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  how  they  are  fightiug  against  great  odds  for  only  what  every  Eng¬ 
lishman  enjoys — liberty.  Tell  them  at  the  port  of  destination  a  distin¬ 
guished  officer  of  the  C.  S.  Navy  will  take  command  of  the  ship  for  a 
cruise  in  which  they  will  have  the  most  active  service  and  be  well  taken 
care  of.  I  do  not  mean  that  you  are  to  make  the  men  set  speeches  or 
be  constantly  talking  to  them,  but  in  your  position  you  may  frequently 
throw  out  to  leading  men  hints  of  the  above  tenor  which  will  be  com¬ 
mented  upon  on  the  berth  deck.  Seamen  are  very  impressionable,  and 
can  be  easily  influenced  by  a  little  tact  and  management.  When  Cap¬ 
tain  Semmes  joins,  you  will  at  once  report  to  him  and  act  thereafter 
under  his  instructions.  He  will  be  a  stranger  to  the  ship  and  crew, 
and  will  be  in  a  position  of  great  responsibility  and  embarrassment. 
You  have  it  in  your  power  to  smooth  away  some  of  bis  difficulties  in 
advance,  especially  in  having  all  the  stores  and  cargo  of  the  ship  in  an 
orderly  state  and  the  men  settled  and  well  disposed,  and  I  confidently 
rely  upon  your  exertions  to  bring  about  such  a  state  of  things. 

You  will  consider  yourself  as  temporarily  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
Butcher,  in  whom  I  place  great  confidence,  and  by  strict  attention  to 
your  duties  and  the  display  of  zeal  and  judgment  in  their  execution, 
you  will  evince  a  just  appreciation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  and  will 
prove  that  your  appointment  to  so  important  a  post  has  been  deserved. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch, 
Commander,  Confederate  Navy. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  C.  B.  Yonge. 


Instructions  of  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Butcher,  charged  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  steamer  Enrica*  (Alabama)  from  Liverpool  to  Terceira. 

Liverpool,  July  30, 1862. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  in  the  steamship  Unrica,*  now  under 
your  command,  and  taking  the  channel  by  the  north  of  Ireland  will 
*  Enrica  was  the  name  under  which  the  Alabama  left  Liverpool. 
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shape  a  course  for  the  bay  of  Praya,  in  the  island  of  Terceira,  one  Oi  the 
Azores.  At  that  place  you  will  be  joined  by  the  bark  Agrippina ,  Cap¬ 
tain  McQueen,  to  whom  you  have  a  letter,  and  who  will  thenceforth  be 
'under  your  orders.  As  the  Agrippina  is  a  sailing  vessel  and  may  not 
be  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  a  fortnight,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  you  to  arrive  ahead  of  her,  and  you  will  therefore  economize  your 
fuel  as  much  as  possible,  making  the  passage  mostly  under  canvas. 
You  have  been  informed  of  the  manner  of  signalizing  the  Agrippina , 
and  when  she  joins  you,  if  the  weather  permits,  you  will  at  once  begin 
to  transfer  her  cargo  to  your  own  ship.  The  paymaster  has  an  invoice 
of  her  cargo,  showing  the  contents  of  every  case  and  bale,  so  that  there 
can  be  no  confusion  or  delay.  All  slops,  clothing,  and  other  articles 
you  will  please  take  on  board  first,  and  have  placed  in  the  purser’s  store 
room,  directing  the  paymaster  to  issue  such  of  them  as  may  be  immedi¬ 
ately  required  by  the  men.  Get  the  gun  carriages  out  of  their  cases 
and  place  them  in  their  proper  places,  the  carriage  for  8-inch  gun  on 
the  quarter-deck,  and  the  one  for  the  7 -inch  gun  immediately  forward  of 
the  bridge.  The  carriages  for  the  broadside  guns  place  opposite  the 
side  ports.  The  cases  containing  the  guns,  being  filled  with  small  fix¬ 
tures  and  equipments,  had  better  be  left  as  you  find  them  until  the 
Confederate  States  officer  who  is  to  command  the  ship  arrives.  The 
cases  containing  the  shot  can  be  opened  and  the  shot  put  in  the  racks 
on  deck,  each  rack  being  so  fitted  as  to  receive  its  proper  shot.  The 
shells  you  will  place  in  the  shell  room,  each  in  its  proper  box,  the 
spherical  shells  in  the  starboard  and  the  elongated  shells  in  the  port 
shell  rooms.  The  pistols  are  in  four  small  cases  made  so  that  two  of 
them  will  fit  into  each  of  the  arm  chests  on  the  quarter-deck.  Put 
these  in  the  chests  as  soon  as  you  get  them  on  board.  If  you  have  any 
doubt  about  the  contents  of  any  case  keep  it  until  the  arrival  of  your 
successor  in  command.  Fill  the  bunkers  from  the  coal  on  board  the 
Agrippina  and  keep  both  vessels  ready  for  a  start  at  short  notice. 
Captain  E.  Semmes,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  is  the  officer  who  will  I  hope 
very  soon  relieve  you.  He  will  bring  you  a  letter  from  me,  and  there¬ 
after  you  will  consider  that  all  my  control  or  authority  over  the  ship  is 
transferred  to  him. 

My  private  and  official  intercourse  with  you  has  been  such  as  to  give 
me  a  high  estimate  of  your  personal  character  and  professional  ability, 
and  as  we  have  freely  conversed  as  to  the  management  of  the  adven¬ 
ture  you  have  undertaken,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  give  you 
written  instructions  as  to  the  simple  care  of  the  ship.  You  are  to  con¬ 
sider  yourself  as  my  confidential  agent,  and  I  shall  rely  upon  you  as 
one  gentleman  may  upon  another.  If  you  have  an  opportunity  at  any 
time,  send  me  a  line,  and  get  out  of  the  reach  of  the  telegraphic  sta¬ 
tions  as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  anticipate  that  you  will  meet  with 
any  interruption  in  making  the  transfer  of  cargo,  but  an  easterly  gale 
may  force  you  to  get  the  Agrippina  out  of  the  Praya  Bay,  in  which 
case  you  can  tow  her  under  the  lee  of  the  island  and  lie  by  her  until 
the  weather  permits  you  to  return.  In  such  a  contingency,  leave  a 
letter  with  her  Majesty’s  consul,  directed  to  Captain  J.  W.  Clendenin, 
saying  where  you  have  gone,  and  that  you  will  soon  be  back.  It  is 
important  that  your  movements  should  not  be  reported,  and  you  will 
please  avoid  speaking  or  signaling  any  passing  ship.  Wishing  you  a 
successful  cruise  and  hoping  to  see  you  soon  in  good  health, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch, 

Captain  M.  J .  Butcher.  Commander ,  Confederate  Navy. 
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Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  announcing  the 
departure  of  the  steamer  Enrica  (Alabama)  from  Liverpool. 

Liverpool,  August  3,  1862. 

Sir:  For  tlie  last  fortnight  the  United  States  officials  in  this  coun¬ 
try  have  used  every  possible  means  of  inducing  the  British  authorities 
to  seize,  or  at  least  to  forbid  the  sailing  of,  the  Alabama.  Spies  were 
employed  to  watch  the  ship  while  lying  in  a  private  dockyard,  and  men 
were  at  last  bribed  to  make  affidavit  that  they  had  actually  been 
enlisted  by  me  to  serve  in  the  0.  S.  Navy.  This  charge,  although  per¬ 
fectly  unfounded,  for  I  had  been  very  cautious  not  to  violate  any  Eng¬ 
lish  law,  gave  me  much  uneasiness,  and  learning  on  Tuesday  last  from 
a  very  reliable  source  that  the  Government  might  not  be  able  to  resist 
much  longer  the  importunities  of  the  American  minister,  I  determined 
to  get  the  ship  out  of  British  waters,  and  therefore  went  to  sea  in  her 
myself,  very  unexpectedly,  on  Wednesday  night.  The  Tuscarora  was 
known  to  be  on  the  lookout,  but  favored  by  thick  weather,  which  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  get  quickly  clear  of  stations  from  which  our  movements 
could  be  telegraphed,  she  was  dodged,  and  I  have  just  returned  to  this 
place,  having  left  the  Alabama  well  clear  of  the  Irish  coast,  while  the 
Tuscarora  still  remains  on  the  lookout  off  Queenstown,  as  the  telegraph 
reports. 

I  have  but  a  moment  to  mention  this  fact  as  the  Nassau  closed  mail 
leaves,  or  rather  closes  in  an  hour,  but  will  give  you  full  particulars  by 
the  first  opportunity.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Semines, 
and  from  its  contents  hope  to  see  him  here  in  a  day  or  two.  1  will  have 
every  arrangement  made  to  dispatch  himself  and  officers  without  delay 
to  join  their  ship.  Lieutenant  Sinclair  has  handed  me  your  instruc¬ 
tions  to  assist  him  in  building  a  wooden  screw  vessel.  I  have  already 
given  him  the  contract  and  plans  from  which  the  Alabama  was  built, 
and  will  give  him  every  possible  aid,  but  all  the  funds  in  my  hands  are 
fully  pledged,  and  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  him  pecu¬ 
niary  aid  until  after  the  receipt  of  large  remittances.  I  will  barely 
allude  here  to  my  great  disappointment  at  not  commanding  the  ship  to 
which  I  have  given  so  much  care,  but  I  shall  not  let  this  cause  me  to 
relax  my  efforts  to  get  the  rams  ready  in  the  shortest  time  and  in  the 
best  manner.  Only  I  beg  very  respectfully  that  I  may  be  left  to  carry 
out  my  plans  without  interference,  and  that  I  be  allowed  to  use  one  of 
them  myself  against  the  enemy.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  resist  the  inclina¬ 
tion  to  write  you  at  some  length  on  this  point  hereafter.  At  present 
I  am  much  fatigued  from  late  exposure  and  several  sleepless  nights, 
and  have  barely  time  to  scrawl  these  hurried  lines  for  the  mail.  The 
Nassau  mail  is  safe  even  though  it  passes  through  New  York,  and  let¬ 
ters  can  be  forwarded  from  Nassau  by  private  hands  through  the  agent 
of  Messrs.  Jno.  Fraser  &  Co. 

In  great  haste,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

James  D.  Bulloch. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason.  C.  S.  commissioner  at  London’ 
announcing  the  equipment  and  departure  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  from  Liverpool. 

Liverpool,  September  1:  1862. 

Sir  :  I  seize  the  very  moment  of  landing  from  the  steamship  Bahama 
to  inform  you  of  my  return  to  this  place,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  sym¬ 
pathize  with  me  in  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  Alabama  is 
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safely  at  sea,  fully  equipped  under  our  own  national  flag,  and  with  a 
crew  of  82  able  seamen,  besides  a  staff'  of  27  officers. 

You  will  remember  that  1  informed  you  of  my  intention  to  go  with 
Captain  Semmes  to  the  rendezvous  I  had  previously  selected  and  to 
which  the  Alabama  had  been  dispatched,  as  also  a  vessel  from  another 
port,  with  her  armament  and  ordnance  stores.  In  this  hasty  letter  I 
can  only  say  that  these  combined  movements  were  all  successful.  The 
little  fleet  met  at  Terceira,  and  three  days  of  hard  but  brisk  and  cheer¬ 
ful  work  sufficed  to  put  the  Alabama  in  lighting  trim.  You  can  imagine 
the  glow  of  pleasure  with  which  Captain  Semmes  and  myself  greeted 
the  first  wave  of  our  flag  from  the  peak  of  the  gallant  cratt  and  the 
satisfaction  we  felt  in  the  assurance  that  arms  as  well  as  willing  hearts 
were  ready  to  defend  it.  On  Sunday  before  last,  at  midnight,  I  bade 
Captain  Semmes  farewell,  with  an  earnest  prayer  for  liis  success  and 
full  confidence  in  his  will  and  capacity  to  earn  it.  You  will  not  be  long 
in  hearing  of  his  movements. 

Before  parting  Captain  Semmes  desired  me  to  communicate  with  you 
in  reference  to  the  sale  of  the  Sumter ,  and  I  shall  hold  myself  at  your 
service  for  such  a  purpose.  Please  instruct  me  as  to  your  views  or 
wishes.  Would  the  British  Government  allow  the  sale  to  be  made  at 
Gibraltar  if  a  guarantee  were  given  that  the  transfer  of  property  would 
be  final  and  bona  fide  and  the  ship  would  not  be  used  except  for  purely 
commercial  purposes”?  It  would  be  necessary  to  know  this,  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  slip  [step]  in  the  transaction.  If  you  conclude  to  authorize 
the  sale,  and  the  Government  does  not  interfere,  I  will  proceed  at  once 
to  carry  out  Captain  Semmes’  views. 

In  haste,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch, 
Commander ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason. 


Keport  of  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  safe  equipment  and  departure  from  Terceira 
of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Semmes,  C.  S,  Navy. 

Liverpool,  September  10 ,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  England  after  a  short 
cruise  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  I  had  gone  with  Captain  Semmes 
tosee  him  fairly  afloat  in  the  Alabama.  You  have  been  already  informed 
that  I  had  taken  the  Alabama  out  of  British  waters  and,  leaving  her 
off  the  northwest  coast  of  Ireland,  had  returned  to  Liverpool  to  prepare 
a  ship  for  the  conveyance  of  Captain  Semmes  and  his  officers,  as  soon 
as  they  arrived.  The  battery  and  ordnance  stores,  with  a  quantity  of 
men’s  clothing  and  general  supplies  for  a  cruising  ship,  with  250  tons  of 
coal  from  another  part  of  the  Kingdom,  were  dispatched  in  a  sailing 
vessel,  bought  for  the  purpose,  and  the  two  ships  were  ordered  to  ren¬ 
dezvous  at  Praya,  in  the  island  of  Terceira. 

Captain  Semmes  arrived  from  Kassau  about  the  8th  of  August,  and 
on  the  13th  I  sailed  in  the  steamship  Bahama ,  with  him  and  all  his  offi¬ 
cers,  for  the  previously  selected  rendezvous.  In  seven  days  the  Bahama 
reached  Praya,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  the  Alabama  and 
her  consort  at  anchor  in  the  bay.  It  was  now  Wednesday,  August  20, 
and  no  time  was  lost  in  commencing  the  transfer  of  stores  from  the 
tender  to  the  Alabama.  Benignly  favored  by  Providence  with  mild, 
calm  ’weather,  we  met  with  no  interruption,  and  the  work  progressed  so. 
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briskly  that  at  10  a.  in.  on  Friday,  the  22d,  the  last  gun  of  the  battery 
was  mounted,  the  powder  and  shell  all  in  and  stowed,  shot  in  their 
proper  racks,  and,  in  line,  the  tender  was  discharged.  The  remainder 
of  Friday  and  the  whole  of  Saturday  until  10  p.  m.  was  occupied  in 
coaling,  at  which  time  the  main  brace  was  spliced  and  the  hammocks 
piped  down,  the  Alabama ,  so  far  at  least  as  related  to  her  equipment, 
being  ready  for  action. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Alabama  and  Bahama  steamed  slowly  off 
the  land,  and  when  beyond  the  marine  league,  which  was  covered  by 
the  jurisdiction  of  Portugal,  our  own  national  colors  were  hoisted  for 
the  tirst  time  at  the  Alabama's  peak,  welcomed  by  three  cheers  from 
the  united  crews  of  both  vessels.  Now  came  the  affair  of  shipping 
the  men  formally  for  the  Confederate  States  service,  making  out  their 
allotment  tickets,  arranging  their  accounts,  etc.  This  could  be  done 
leisurely,  for  we  were  on  tiie  high  seas,  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign 
enlistment  acts  and  neutrality  proclamations,  the  most  annoying  foes 
we  have  to  contend  with  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  By  12  o’clock  at 
night  all  these  matters  were  arranged,  the  two  steamers  stopped  their 
engines,  and  bidding  Captain  Semrnes  a  cordial  adieu,  with  heartfelt 
prayers  for  his  success,  1  stepped  over  the  Alabama's  side  with  feelings 
very  much  akin  to  those  which  oppress  a  man  when  he  leaves  his  home 
behind  him.  The  heavens  were  brilliant  with  stars,  a  blazing  comet 
illuminated  the  sky  to  the  northwest,  the  lanterns  of  the  Alabama 
gleamed  brightly  as  she  rose  and  fell  to  the  sea,  the  signs  were  all 
favorably  ominous,  and,  banishing  every  sentiment  but  hope,  1  pre¬ 
dicted  a  glorious  cruise  for  the  dashing  little  craft  and  her  gallant  com¬ 
mander.  Commander  Semrnes  has  written  you  enclosing  crew  list, 
etc.,  and  for  further  information  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  his  report. 

The  Tuscarora  has  been  in  the  British  Channel  for  more  than  two 
months,  waiting  to  intercept  the  A  labama  when  she  attempted  to  move. 
Means  were  adopted  to  mislead  Captain  Craven,  who,  1  must  say,  has 
proved  himself  a  very  credulous  officer,  as  well  as  a  very  rude  man. 
Lie  went  prying  about  in  the  harbors  and  bays  of  the  Irish  and  Eng¬ 
lish  coast  long  after  the  Alabama  was  fairly  off,  until  he  was  flatly 
refused  permission  to  coal  at  Belfast  and  was  compelled  to  go  to  Cadiz 
for  fuel.  If  Captain  Craven  continues  to  be  curious  in  reference  to  the 
Alabama's  movements,  he  will,  I  think,  very  soon  be  gratified  by  fre¬ 
quent  announcements  of  her  locality. 

#  #  #  *  *  * 


1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  1).  Bulloch, 
Commander,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

/ ‘Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Commander  Bulloch,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  C.  S.  commissioner  at  Lon¬ 
don,  giving  account  of  the  equipment  and  departure  from  Liverpool  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Commander  Semrnes,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Liverpool,  December  30, 1862. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  hasten 
to  reply  to  your  enquiries  seriatim. 

1.  Captain  Semrnes  went  on  board  the  Alabama,  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  Bay  of  Angra,  island  of  Tereeira,  on,  I  think,  the  20th  of  August, 
1802,  but  did  not  assume  command  other  until  August  24,  the  ship 
then  being  at  sea.  off  the  island  of  Tereeira, 
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2.  Wlien  the  Alabama  left  Liverpool  she  had  no  part  of  her  arma¬ 
ment  on  hoard,  no  ordnance  stores,  no  military  equipment. 

3.  When  the  Alabama  left  Liverpool  she  had  not  more  than  30  men 
oil  board,  a  number  not  sufficient  to  manage  a  steam  vessel  of  her  class 
bound  upon  a  tropical  voyage. 

4.  Additions  were  made  to  the  Alabama's  crew  after  leaving  Eng¬ 
land;  the  men  were  put  on  board  at  sea,  off  the  island  of  Terceira. 

5.  The  Alabama  received  her  armament  between  the  20th  and  24th 
of  August,  1862. 

6.  The  transfer  of  the  Alabama  to  the  Confederate  States,  as  prop¬ 
erty,  was  made  on  the  24th  of  August,  1862. 

7.  Captain  Semmes  was  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  the  command  of  the  Alabama. 

8.  Putting  a  ship  in  commission  consists  in  hoisting  the  national  flag 
and  the  pennant,  which  latter  represents  the  commander’s  dignity  or 
authority,  on  a  foreign  station.  It  is  usual  to  read  the  orders  of  the 
captain  to  the  particular  ship.  In  the  case  of  Captain  Semmes,  both 
these  formalities  were  complied  with,  and  his  commission  as  a  com¬ 
mander  in  the  C.  S.  Navy  was  also  read  to  the  men  assembled  on  the 
quarter-deck.  After  this  the  men  were  released  from  their  engage¬ 
ment  as  a  crew  for  the  Enrica  and  were  asked  to  ship  for  her  on  the 
C.  S.  S.  Alabama.  This  took  place  on  the  24th  of  August,  1862,  at  sea, 
more  than  a  marine  league  from  the  island  of  Terceira.  Enrica  was 
the  name  by  which  the  Alabama  was  christened;  290  was  simply  her 
number  in  the  building  yard.  I  write  the  dates  from  memory,  but  can 
verify  them  if  necessary  by  reference  to  my  notes,  kept  at  the  times  of 
the  various  occurrences  mentioned.  I  have  telegraphic  advice  that  the 
Sumter  has  been  sold,  but  no  particulars.  I  suppose  Lieutenant  Chap¬ 
man  will  soon  be  here,  when  I  will  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of  the 
result  of  her  sale. 

In  haste  to  secure  this  evening’s  mail, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  D.  Bulloch. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason. 


Report  of  Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S,  S.  Alabama,  of  the  cruise  of  that 
vessel  from  August  24,  1862,  to  January  4,  1863. 

C.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Areas  [Cay]  Island,  Gulf  of  Mexico ,  January  4,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  the  date  of  my  last 
dispatch  (August  24,  1S62)  I  have  been  actively  cruising  in  this  ship 
against  the  enemy’s  commerce.  Upon  leaving  Terceira,  I  devoted  a 
few  days  to  putting  my  ship  in  order,  stationing  and  drilling  my  crew, 
who,  though  mostly  good  seamen,  were  new  to  the  discipline,  etc.,  of  a 
ship  oi  war.  On  the  5th  of  September,  1862, 1  made  my  first  prize  off 
the  Azores,  and  I  continued  to  cruise  in  that  vicinity  for  about  ten 
days,  capturing  and  destroying  several  ships  of  the  enemy.  From 
the  Azores  I  proceeded  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  cruised 
thence  in  the  direction  of  New  York,  capturing  and  destroying  several 
other  valuable  ships.  Off  the  banks,  on  the  16th  of  October,  I  encoun¬ 
tered  a  hurricane,  which  blew  away  a  close-reefed  main-topsail  and 
carried  away  my  main  yard.  When  within  about  250  miles  of  New 
York,  finding  that  I  had  but  four  days’  coal  on  board,  I  bore  up  for  the 
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island  of  Martinique,  whither  I  had  ordered  my  coal  ship  to  rendezvous. 
On  my  way  to  that  island  1  captured  and  destroyed  two  very  valuable 
ships.  I  reached  Martinique  on  the  18tli  of  .November,  and  finding 
that  my  coal  ship  had  been  lying  there  a  week  or  ten  days  and  that 
the  object  of  her  visit  was  well  known,  I  sent  her  to  sea  the  next  day, 
appointing  a  new  rendezvous.  It  was  well  I  did  so,  as  she  had  not 
been  gone  twenty- four  hours  when  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  San  Jacinto 
arrived.  On  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  that  ship,  being 
ready  to  follow  my  coal  ship  to  her  new  rendezvous,  I  steamed  out  of 
the  harbor  soon  after  nightfall,  without  even  seeing  the  enemy,  who 
was  keeping  watch  and  ward  a  marine  league  off. 

I  coaled  at  the  little  island  of  Blanquilla,  on  the  coast  of  Venezuela, 
the  new  rendezvous  appointed.  Here  I  found  a  United  States  whaling 
schooner,  but  1  forebore  to  capture  her,  because  of  the  claim  of  Ven¬ 
ezuela  to  this  barren  little  island,  a  claim  as  barren  as  the  island,  as 
there  was  no  settled  population  upon  it,  and  of  course  no  vestige  of 
government.  Desiring  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  enemy  on  our  own  coast, 
I  sent  the  coal  ship  to  this  place  and  proceeded  myself  to  cruise  off  the 
east  end  of  Cuba,  in  the  track  of  the  California  steamers,  with  the  hope 
of  capturing  one  of  the  homeward  bound,  with  treasure,  intending 
when  this  short  cruise  should  be  completed  to  follow  the  coal  ship 
hither,  recoal,  and  proceed  to  carry  out  my  original  intention  against  the 
enemy.  On  my  way  to  the  east  end  of  Cuba,  1  captured  and  destroyed  a 
bark  from  Boston  for  Aux  Cayes,  and  on  the  7 th  of  December,  after  I  had 
been  lying  off  Cape  Maise  [Maysi]  several  days,  I  captured  the  California 
stfeamer  Ariel ,  unfortunately  outward  instead  of  homeward  bound.  I 
found  on  board  of  her  $8,000  in  U.  S.  Treasury  notes  (not  worth  much 
by  this  time,  I  presume)  and  $1,500  in  silver,  and  as  there  was  no  cer¬ 
tificate  or  other  paper  on  board  claiming  it  as  neutral  property,  I  took 
possession  of  it  as  prize  of  war.  There  were  150  marines  on  board  this 
ship,  including  six  officers,  all  of  whom  I  disarmed  and  paroled.  I  also 
paroled  Commander  Sartori,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  who  was  on  board.  As 
this  ship  had  on  board  some  700  souls  (passengers  and  crew),  many  of 
whom  were  women  and  children,  and  as  it  was  alike  impossible  to  take 
her  into  a  neutral  port  or  to  receive  the  passengers  on  board  this  ship, 
I  had  no  alternative  but  to  release  her  under  ransom  bonds,  which  I  did 
on  the  9th  of  December.  After  having  hove  to  on  the  north  side  of 
Jamaica  out  of  the  track  of  vessels  for  three  days,  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  my  engine,  to  which  an  accident  had  happened  which  com¬ 
pletely  disabled  it  for  the  time,  I  filled  away  and  made  sail  for  this 
place,  where  I  arrived  on  the  23d  of  December.  I  shall  proceed  to  sea 
to-night  or  to-morrow  morning,  having  replenished  my  coal,  calked  my 
spar  deck,  which  had  become  very  open,  and  otherwise  refitted  my  ship. 
The  coal  ship  I  will  dispatch  for  England  so  soon  as  she  is  ballasted. 
The  Alabama  has  proved  herself  to  be  a  fine  ship,  and  is  fast  both  under 
sail  and  steam.  I  have  nearly  a  full  crew,  and  they  are  pretty  well 
drilled.  I  forbear  to  speak  of  my  contemplated  movements  lest  my 
dispatch  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  I  run  the 
gauntlet  of  the  gulf,  I  will  proceed  to  carry  out  your  original  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  the  nature  of  my  cruise. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  vessels  captured.  I  trust  I  need  not  assure  you 
that  I  will  pay  the  strictest  regard  to  your  orders  respecting  neutral 
property,  and  that  in  no  instance  have  I  destroyed  a  ship  where  the 
proof  was  complete  that  her  cargo  was  neutral.  There  have  been  some 
awkward  attempts  on  the  part  of  unscrupulous  merchants  to  u  cover” 
their  property,  and  where  I  have  destroyed  such  property  the  proof  of 
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the  fraud  lias  been  apparent  upon  the  papers.  The  number  of  prison¬ 
ers  paroled  is  492. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[R.  Semmes], 

Commander. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  vessels  captured  by  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 


Name. 

Date. 

Disposition. 

1862. 

Ocmulgee . 

Sept.  5 

Burned. 

Starlight . 

Sept.  7 

Do. 

Ocean  Hover . 

Sept.  8 

Do. 

Alert . 

Sept.  9 
Sept.  9 

Do. 

Weather  Gauge.... 

Do. 

Altamaha . 

Sept.  13 

Do. 

Benj.  Tucker . 

Sept.  14 

Do. 

Courser . 

Sept.  16 

Do. 

Virginia . 

Sept.  17 

Do. 

Elisha  Dunbar . 

Sept.  18 

Do. 

Brilliant . 

Oct.  3 

Do. 

Emily  Farnum . 

Oct.  3 

Neutral  cargo ;  re¬ 
leased  as  a  car¬ 
tel. 

Wave  Crest . 

Oct.  7 

Burned. 

Dunkirk . 

Oct.  7 

Do. 

Tonawanda . . 

Oct.  9 

Converted  into  a 
cartel  and  re¬ 
leased  on  ran¬ 
som  bond. 

Name. 

Date. 

Disposition. 

1862. 

Manchester . 

Oct.  11 

Burned. 

Lamplighter . 

Oct.  15 

Do. 

Lafayette . 

Oct.  23 

Do. 

( Irenshaw . 

Oct.  26 

Do. 

Lauraetta . 

Oct.  28 

Do. 

Baron  de  Castine. . 

Oct.  29 

Released  under 
bond  and  made  a 
cartel. 

Levi  Starbuck  .... 

Nov.  2 

Burned. 

T.  B.  Wales . 

Nov.  8 

Do. 

Barker  Cook . 

Nov.  30 

Do. 

Union . 

Dec.  5 

Neutral  cargo;  re¬ 
leased  on  bond. 

Ariel . 

Dec.  7 

Released  on  ran¬ 
som  bond. 

Ransom  bond  of  the  ship  Tonawanda,  of  Philadelphia,  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding,  October  9,  1862. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  American  ship 
Tonawanda ,  of  Philadelphia,  of  which  Thomas  P.  Cope  and  Francis  R. 
Cope  are  the  owners,  together  with  her  cargo,  consisting  of  47,500 
bushels  of  wheat,  etc.,  of  which  the  said  Thomas  P.  Cope  and  Francis 
R.  Cope  are  the  shippers  and  owners,  under  my  command,  was  this  day 
captured  on  the  high  seas  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  R.  Semmes,  com¬ 
mander;  and  whereas  I,  as  the  master  of  the  said  ship,  am  anxious  to 
ransom  the  said  ship  and  cargo  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners:  Now, 
therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  release  of  said  ship  and  cargo  by  the 
said  R.  Semmes,  the  release  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  I  am 
held  and  firmly  bound,  aud  I  do  hereby  bind  the  said  Thomas  P.  Cope 
and  Francis  R.  Cope,  owners  of  the  aforesaid  ship  and  cargo,  their  and 
mv  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  well  and  truly  to  pay  unto  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  for  the  time  being,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  present  war  between  the  said  Confederate  States  and 
the  United  States,  the  sum  of  $80,000,  current  money  of  the  said  Con¬ 
federate  States,  and  the  said  ship  Tonawanda ,  her  tackle  and  apparel, 
are  hereby  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  this  bond. 

Done  under  my  hand  and  seal  this,  the  9tli  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1862.  ’  J 

^  Theodore  Julius,  [seal.] 

Witness: 

W.  B.  Smith, 

Commander’s  Clerk. 
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Ransom  bond  of  the  brigantine  Baron  de  Castine,  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Com¬ 
mander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  October  29,  1862. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  brigantine  Baron 
de  Castine ,  of  Castine,  Me.,  under  my  command,  together  with  her 
cargo,  was  this  day  captured  on  the  high  seas  as  prize  of  war  by  the 
C.  S.  steamer  of  war  Alabama ,  R.  Semmes,  commander;  and  whereas  I, 
John  Saunders,  master  of  said  brigantine,  am  desirous  of  ransoming 
said  brigantine  and  cargo  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned :  Now,  there¬ 
fore,  I,  John  Saunders,  master  as  aforesaid,  do  acknowledge  myself 
bound,  jointly  and  severally  with  the  owners  of  the  said  brig,  to  wit, 
Charles  E.  Jarvis,  John  H.  Jarvis,  Sarah  E.  Jarvis,  Francis  M.  Jarvis, 
Mark  H.  Lufkin,  A.  S.  C.  Devereux,  and  Henry  J.  Lufkin,  to  the  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of  $4,000,  to  be 
well  and  truly  paid  to  the  President  of  the  said  Confederate  States 
within  thirty  days  after  the  close  of  the  present  war,  for  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  release  of  the  said  brigantine  Baron  de  Castine ,  the 
release  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged;  and  I  do  hereby  further 
bind  myself,  B.  B.  Farnsworth  &  Co.,  of  Bangor,  Me.,  and  M.  Ceballos, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  pay  unto  the  President  of  the  said  Confederate 
States  the  further  sum  of  $2,000  in  consideration  of  the  release  of  the 
cargo  of  the  said  brigantine,  the  release  whereof  is  hereby  acknowl¬ 
edged. 

Executed  this,  the  29th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1862,  on  board 
the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  at  sea. 

John  Saunders,  [seal.] 

Witness: 

W.  B.  Smith, 

Commanders  Clerk. 


Ransom  bond  of  the  schooner  Union,  of  Baltimore,  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Com¬ 
mander  Semmes,  C,  S.  Navy,  December  5,  1862. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  schooner  Union ,  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  under  my  command,  was  this  day  captured  on  the  high 
seas  as  prize  of  war  by  the  C.  S.  steamer  of  war  Alabama ,  B.  Semmes, 
commander;  and  whereas  I,  J.  H.  Young,  master  of  said  schooner,  as 
aforesaid,  am  desirous  of  ransoming  said  schooner  for  the  benefit  of 
myself  and  of  the  owners  thereof,  to  wit,  John  II.  Lambdin,  Robert  P. 
Lambdin,  Thos.  J.  Lambdin,  Thos.  E.  Waddy,  citizens  of  the  United 
States :  Now,  therefore,  I,  J.  H.  Young,  master  of  the  said  schooner  as 
aforesaid,  acting  for  myself  and  for  the  above-named  owners,  as  1  am 
empowered  to  do  by  the  laws  of  nations,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
release  of  said  schooner  by  the  captor/ the  release  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged,  do  acknowledge  myself  and  the  aforesaid  owners,  to  wit, 
John  H.  Lambdin,  Robert  P.  Lambdin,  Thos.  J.  Lambdin,  and  Thos.  E. 
Waddy,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  jointly  and  severally  indebted  to 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  his  successor 
and  his  successors  in  office,  in  the  sum  of  $1,500,  which  said  sum  of 
$1  500  well  and  truly  to  pay  unto  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  his  successor  and  successors  in  office,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war  between  the  said  Confed¬ 
erate  States  and  the  United  States,  I  hereby  bind  myself  and  the  above- 
named  owners,  jointly  and  severally,  and  my  and  their  heirs,  executors, 
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administrators,  and  assigns,  and  I  do  hereby  hypothecate  the  said 
schooner,  her  tackle  and  apparel,  for  the  payment  of  this  bond. 

Done  at  sea,  under  my  hand  and  seal,  on  this,  the  5th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862. 

Joseph  H.  Young,  [seal.] 

Witness: 

W.  B.  Smith, 

Commander' s  Clerk. 


Ransom  bond  of  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Ariel,  of  New  York,  captured  by  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama, 
Commander  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy,  December  9,  1862. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  whereas  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer 
Ariel ,  of  New  York  City,  under  my  command,  together  with  her  cargo, 
was  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  December,  1862,  captured  on  the  high 
seas  as  prize  ofwarbytheO.  S.steamerof  war  Alabama, H.  Semmes,  com¬ 
mander;  and  whereas  I,  A.  G.  Jones,  master  of  said  steamer  as  aforesaid, 
am  desirous  of  ransoming  said  steamer  and  cargo,  and  all  freight  moneys, 
for  the  benefit  of  myself  and  of  the  owner  thereof,  to  wit,  Cornelius 
Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  steamer,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
different  owners  of  the  cargo,  whose  names  appear  in  the  bills  of  lading 
and  duplicate  manifest  hereunto  aunexed,  andmarked  respectively  A  and 
B:  Now,  therefore,  I,  A.  G.  Jones,  master  of  the  said  steamer  as  afore¬ 
said,  acting  for  myself  and  for  the  above-mentioned  owner,  as  I  am 
empowered  to  do  by  the  laws  of  nations,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
release  of  said  steamer  and  cargo  by  the  captor,  the  release  whereof  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  do  acknowledge  myself  and  the  aforesaid  owner, 
to  wit,  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  steamer,  and 
the  different  owners  of  the  cargo,  whose  names  appear  in  the  bills  of 
lading  and  duplicate  manifest,  hereunto  aunexed  and  marked  respect¬ 
ively  A  and  B,  jointly  and  severally  indebted  to  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,  and  his  successor  and  successors  in 
office,  in  the  sum  of  $138,000,  being  the  value  of  the  steamer  and  freight 
money,  and  in  the  further  sum  of  $123,000,  being  the  value  of  the  cargo, 
which  said  sum  of  $138,000,  being  the  value  of  the  steamer  and  freight 
money,  and  $123,000  being  the  value  of  her  cargo,  well  and  truly  to 
pay  unto  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  his  suc¬ 
cessor  and  successors  in  office,  within  thirty  days  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  present  war  between  the  said  Confederate  States  and  the  United 
States,  I  hereby  bind  myself  and  the  above-named  owner,  jointly  and 
severally,  and  my  and  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 
and  1  do  hereby  hypothecate  the  said  steamer  Ariel,  her  tackle  and 
apparel,  together  with  her  cargo,  for  the  payment  of  this  bond. 

Executed  under  my  hand  and  seal  on  this,  the  9th  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1862,  on  board  the  C.  S.  steamer  of  war  Ala¬ 
bama. 

A.  G.  Jones,  [seal.] 

AVitnessed  by 

W.  B.  Smith, 

Commanders  Clerk. 


Deposition  of  Captain  A.  G.  Jones,  of  the  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Ariel. 
Question.  AVhat  is  the  name  of  your  vessel? 

Answer.  U.  S.  mail  steamer  Ariel,  of  New  York. 
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Question.  What  is  your  own  name? 

Answer.  A.  G.  Jones. 

Question.  Where  are  you  bound,  and  where  from? 

Answer.  From  New  York,  bound  to  Aspinwall. 

Question.  What  are  you  loaded  with? 

Answer.  Assorted  cargo. 

Question.  Who  are  the  shippers  of  your  cargo? 

Answer.  Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.,  and  the  Vanderbilt  Express  Company. 
Question.  Who  are  the  owners  of  your  cargo  ? 

Answer.  No  personal  knowledge. 

A.  G.  Jones. 

Witnessed  by 
W.  B.  Smith, 

Commander1  s  Cleric. 

C.  S.  S.  Alabama,  at  Sea,  December  7,  1862. 


Extracts  from  the  journal  of  Commander  Semmes,  commanding  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

August  20,  1862,  to  January  4,  1863. 

Cost  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

Hull,  spars,  sails, boats,  anchors,  cables,  and  all  equipment,  except  armament.  £47,  500 


Battery .  2,  500 

Magazine  tanks .  616 

Ordnance  stores .  500 

Small  arms .  600 


Total .  51.716 


£51,716  at  $4.84  =$250,305.44. 

Wednesday ,  August  20, 1862. — Having  embarked  on  board  the  steamer 
Bahama ,  Captain  Tessier,  belonging  to  the  lionse  of  Fraser,  Trenliolm 
&  Co.,  with  my  officers  and  some  seamen  whom  we  shipped  for  a 
feigned  voyage,  and  whom  we  hoped  to  reenlist  for  the  Alabama,  I 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  August  13,  join¬ 
ing  the  ship  in  a  steam  tug,  she  having  dropped  down  toward  the 
mouth  of  the  Mersey  a  few  hours  before.  Commander  Bulloch,  who 
had  contracted  for  the  building  of  the  Alabama,  her  armament,  equip¬ 
ment,  etc.,  embarked  with  me.  As  the  tug  left  us  to  return  to  the  city, 
the  crew  gave  us  three  hearty  cheers,  which  we  responded  to. 

After  a  passage  of  seven  days,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  August 
we  made  the  island  of  Terceira,  and  soon  afterwards  the  port  of  Praya, 
at  the  east  end  of  the  island,  our  appointed  rendezvous.  As  we 
approached  the  port  we  looked  with  eager  eyes  for  the  Alabama  and 
her  consort,  the  Agrippina,  which  had  been  dispatched  to  her  from 
London  with  her  armament.  Greatly  to  our  satisfaction  we  soon  dis¬ 
covered  the  spars  and  then  the  hulls  of  both  vessels  lying  snugly  in 
the  bay,  and  apparently  in  contact,  indicating  the  transsliipment  of 
the  battery,  etc.  At  about  11:30  a.  m.  we  steamed  into  the  harbor, 
and  were  immediately  boarded  by  Captain  Butcher,  of  the  Alabama, 
who  reported  that  he  had  already  gotten  on  board  from  the  bark  all  the 
heavy  guns,  and  many  of  the  paymaster’s  stores,  etc.  As  this  harbor 
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is  open  to  tlie  east,  and  as  the  wind  was  blowing  from  the  N.  E.,  driv¬ 
ing  a  considerable  swell  in,  which  [caused]  the  two  vessels  to  lie  very 
uneasily  alongside  of  each  other,  I  gave  orders  that  they  should  both 
follow  me  to  the  bay  of  Angra,  where  we  all  anchored  about  4  p.  m. 
Hauled  the  two  steamers  alongside,  and  commenced  discharging  the 
two  additional  guns,  etc.,  that  I  had  brought  with  me  in  the  Bahama. 
After  having  shown  the  Alabama  to  the  seamen  I  had  on  board  the 
Bahama'  (numbering  37),  1  addressed  them,  telling  them  that  they  were 
released  from  the  contract  they  had  entened  into  in  Liverpool  and  were 
now  perfectly  free  to  dispose  of  themselves,  and  that  I  invited  them  to 
enter  with  me  on  board  the  Alabama.  1  spoke  of  the  war,  explained 
to  them  the  objects  of  my  contemplated  crnise,  and  the  inducements 
held  out  to  them  of  prize  money,  etc.  That  afternoon  about  one-half 
the  number  shipped;  the  others  hung  back,  perhaps  for  better  terms. 
There  are,  perhaps,  some  sea  lawyers  among  them  influencing  their 
determination. 

I  moved  my  baggage  on  board  and  slept  my  first  night  on  board  my 
new  ship.  Warned  by  the  authorities  that  West  Angra  was  not  a  port 
of  entry  and  that  we  must  move  round  to  East  Angra. 

Thursday ,  August  21. — Clear,  fine  weather.  I  am  charmed  with  the 
appearance  of  Terceira.  Every  square  foot  of  the  island  seems  to  be 
under  the  most  elaborate  cultivation — the  little  fields  divided  by  hedge 
rows  of  what  appears  to  be  sugar  cane.  The  white  one-storied  houses 
are  dotted  thickly  among  all  this  cultivation,  giving  evidence  of  great 
populousness  in  this  primitive  paradise,  so  far  removed  away  from  the 
world,  and  so  little  resorted  to  by  commerce. 

Wind  inclined  to  haul  to  the  S.  E.,  which  will  open  us  to  the  sea  again ; 
and  I  am  of  course  quite  anxious.  Received  a  letter  (or  rather  Cap¬ 
tain  Butcher,  who  is  still  the  nominal  commander  of  the  ship,  did) 
from  the  English  consul,  informing  us  that  the  authorities  still  insisted 
upon  our  going  round  to  East  Angra.  Replied  that  we  had  come  in  to 
receive  coal  from  the  bark  in  our  company,  etc.,  and  that  as  the  day 
seemed  fine,  and  we  should  probably  have  a  good  lee  for  the  purpose, 
I  would  go  to  sea,  without  the  marine  league,  for  the  purpose.  1  knew 
they  suspected  me  of  arming  as  well  as  coaling,  and  hence  I  resorted 
to  this  step  to  quiet  their  apprehensions  of  my  infringing  their  neu¬ 
trality.  Stood  along  the  island — the  Bahama  in  company  and  the  bark 
alongside — and  hoisted  out  the  gun  carriages  and  mounted  as  many  of 
the  guns  as  we  could.  Returned  during  the  afternoon,  and  after  night¬ 
fall  anchored  in  East  Angra  with  the  bark  still  alongside.  We  were 
hailed  very  vociferously  as  we  passed,  in  very  bad  English  or  Portu¬ 
guese,  we  could  not  make  out,  and  a  shot  was  fired  at  us.  The  Bahama , 
which  was  following  us,  hauled  off  and  stood  off  and  on  during  the  night. 
We  continued  our  course  and  anchored  at  about  8:30  p.  m.  Near  mid¬ 
night  I  was  aroused  from  a  deep  sleep  into  which  I  had  fallen  after  the 
fatigue  and  excitement  of  the  day,  and  informed  by  the  officer  of  the 
deck  very  coolly  that  the  man-of  war  schooner  was  firing  into  me.  As 
I  knew  they  did  not  dare  to  fire  into  me,  but  were  only  firing  at  me,  per¬ 
haps  to  alarm  me  into  going  out  of  the  harbor,  I  directed  the  officer  to 
take  no  notice.of  the  proceeding.  In  the  morning  we  learned  that  this 
was  a  false  alarm,  and  that  the  firing  had  been  by  the  mail  steamer,  to 
bring  on  board  her  passengers.  Had  a  talk  with  the  old  boatswain’s 
mate,  who  consented  to  go  with  me,  and  to  use  his  influence  to  bring 
over  to  me  all  the  good  men  he  could  influence. 

Friday ,  August  22. — Cloudy,  with  wind  from  the  S.  W.,  promising  us 
a  smooth  bay  for  our  work.  Called  all  hands  at  G  a.  in.  and  commenced 
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boaling.  At  7  a  number  of  custom-house  officers  ami  the  English  con¬ 
sul  came  on  board.  Our  coaling  was  suspended  until  the  two  ships 
could  be  entered  at  the  custom-house.  We  lost  a  couple  of  hours  by 
this  visit,  but  1  was  gratified  to  learn,  as  the  result  of  it,  that  we  might 
remain  quietly  and  continue  our  coaling,  etc.  We  got  the  remaining 
guns  in  to  position;  got  up  and  loaded  some  of  the  rifles,  opened  a  bar¬ 
rel  of  cartridges  for  the  big  guns,  and  made  sundry  other  hasty  prepa¬ 
rations  for  defense  in  case  any  attempts  should  be  made  to  seize  the 
ship.  W eather  very  warm.  At  11 :30  signaled  the  Bahama  and  brought 
her  in  to  her  anchors.  Toward  night  the  weather  became  rainy,  and 
considerable  sea  setting  into  the  harbor  we  shoved  the  bark  ofi'  to  an 
anchor,  and  during  the  night  she  having  dragged  her  anchor  we  were 
obliged  to  send  a  party  on  board  to  let  go  another  to  prevent  her  from 
dragging  on  shore. 

There  was  quite  a  row  this  evening  on  board  the  bark,  resulting  in  a 
general  fight,  the  vagabonds  of  sailors  having  got  drunk  by  some  means 
or  other. 

Saturday ,  August  ,23. — Morning  cl oud y  and  rainy.  W e  were  unable  to 
get  the  bark  alongside,  so  as  to  continue  coaling,  before  9  a.  m.;  still 
we  are  hurrying  the  operation,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  through  by 
night.  We  have  all  sorts  of  tiiaxacters  on  board,  but  the  crew  is  working 
quite  willingly,  now  and  then  a  drunken  or  a  lazy  vagabond  turning  up. 
The  sharp  fellows,  thinking  1  am  dependent  upon  them  for  a  crew,  are 
holding  back  and  trying  to  drive  a  hard  bargain  with  me.  Getting 
the  battery  to  rights  and  calking  the  screw  well,  which  leaks  badly 
when  she  is  underway.  Made  some  acting  appointments  to  fill  up 
my  officers.  Received  on  board  a  fine  supply  of  fresh  provisions  and 
vegetables  for  the  crew.  In  this  beautiful  island  all  the  fruits  of  the 
temperate  and  many  of  the  torrid  zone  are  produced;  fine  apples, 
pears,  plums,  and  melons  came  off  to  us. 

Sunday,  August  24. — We  finished  coaling  yesterday,  except  7  or  8 
tons,  by  working  until  9  p.  m.,  when  the  men  were  fairly  fagged  out. 
Hauled  the  bark  off  and  resolved  to  go  out  with  what  coal  I  had  on 
board,  as  to  finish  entirely  would  involve  a  delay  of  Sunday,  to-day. 
This  morning  we  cleared  the  deck  of  the  coal  that  was  still  lying  upon 
it,  and  washed  down,  and  at  12  o’clock  we  got  up  steam  and  went  to 
sea,  in  company  with  the  Bahama.  Having  got  some  4  or  5  miles  from 
Angra  we  fired  the  starboard  bow  gun,  hauled  down  the  English  and 
hoisted  our  oAvn  ensign,  which  we  saluted  with  our  small  band  by  play¬ 
ing  Dixie.  The  Bahama  cheered,  and  fired  a  gun,  and  our  men  returned 
the  cheer  with  hearty  good  will.  I  then  had  all  hands  sent  aft  on  the 
quarter  deck  and  addressed  them,  as  I  had  done  the  men  on  board  the 
Bahama,  inviting  them  to  ship  with  me  for  the  cruise.  As  may  be  sup¬ 
posed,  I  was  very  nervous  about  the  success  of  this  operation,  as  the 
management  of  the  ship  at  sea  absolutely  depended  upon  it.  I  was 
obliged  to  accede  to  the  terms  proposed  by  the  men,  and  increase  the 
pay  of  seamen  to  £4  10s.,  and  petty  officers  to  £5  and  £6,  and  fire¬ 
men  to  £7.  I  was  glad  to  get  them  even  upon  these  terms,  as  I  was 
afraid  a  large  bounty  in  addition  would  be  demanded  of  me.  I  got  a 
crew,  all  told,  of  eighty  men,  better  than  I  expected,  but  not  so  many 
by  twenty-five  as  I  wanted.  The  modern  sailor  has  greatly  changed  in 
character,  as  he  now  stickles  for  pay  like  a  sharper,  and  seems  to  have 
lost  his  former  love  of  adventure  and  of  recklessness. 

I  had  a  hard  evening’s  work,  assisted  by  my  paymaster  and  clerk  in 
preparing  allotments  to  be  sent  to  the  sailors’  wives,  sending  small 
drafts  for  them  to  Liverpool,  and  paying  their  advance  wages.  At  last  we 
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got  through  about  11  o’clock  and  Captain  Bulloch  and  Captain  Butcher 
left  me,  aud  the  Bahama  steamed  away  for  Liverpool.  We  kept  the 
ship  N.  E.,  set  the  fore  and  main  trysails,  and  let  the  fires  go  down.  I 
turned  into  an  uneasy  bed,  absolutely  worn  out,  aud  to  make  me  still 
more  uncomfortable,  it  began  to  blow  a  moderate  gale  of  wind,  and  the 
ship  rolled  and  tumbled  at  a  great  rate  during  the  entire  night. 

Monday ,  August  25. — We  are  still  rolling  and  tumbling  about  in  one 
of  those  ugly  seaways  that  are  so  common  in  the  North  Atlantic. 
Everything  is  in  confusion,  and  everybody  uncomfortable.  The  ship  is 
very  dirty  below,  nobody  berthed  or  mossed,  spare  shot  boxes  and  other 
heavy  articles  fetching  away,  and  the  ship  leaking  considerably  through 
her  top  works,  which,  having  been  calked  in  England  in  the  winter, 
have  become  open  under  a  summer’s  sun  in  the  Azores.  Pump,  pump. 
I  hoped  I  had  gotten  rid  of  the  eternal  clanking  of  the  pump  when  I 
laid  the  Sumter  up.  Still  standing  to  the  N.  E.  under  trysails,  and  the 
wind  still  blowing,  with  a  heavy  sea.  I  am  trying  to  get  a  little  sleep, 
so  as  to  quiet  my  worn  nerves.  Latitude,  39°  15'  30" ;  longitude,  26° 
30'.  The  first  lieutenant  is  trying  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  in  get¬ 
ting  his  crew  into  shape. 

Tuesday ,  August  26. — A  fine,  clear  day,  but  with  much  of  the  sea  of 
the  late  blow  still  continuing.  Set  the  topsails  and  topgallant  sails.  In 
the  afternoon  got  the  propeller  out  of  the  water.  Latitude,  39°  39'; 
longitude,  26°  07b 

Wednesday ,  August  27. — Morning  and  most  of  the  day  fine.  Weather 
clouding,  with  light  rain  in  the  afternoon.  Ship  proves  to  be  a  fine 
sailer  under  canvas.  Condensing  water,  and  everybody  busy  getting 
the  ship  to  rights;  passing  extra  shot  below,  stowing  the  magazine, 
cleaning  up,  etc.  At  daylight  made  a  steamer  on  the  weather  bow, 
passing  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  probably  for  the  coast  of  Eng¬ 
land.  A  brig  passed  astern  of  us  also  at  a  great  distance.  Latitude, 
39°  59';  longitude,  24°  34'. 

Thursday ,  August  28. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  a  smooth  sea,  greatly 
favoring  our  preparations  of  the  battery  and  other  fittings.  Finished 
overhauling  and  stowing  the  magazine,  commenced  putting  down  the 
circles  for  the  pivot  guns.  We  are  still  quite  defenseless,  however. 
Two  or  three  days  more  of  fine  weather  will  set  us  all  right — that  is,  as 
right  as  we  can  be  with  a  short  crew.  Latitude,  39°  58'  20" ;  longitude, 
210  30b 

Friday ,  August  28. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  and  a  smooth  sea.  We  have  done  a  pretty 
good  day’s  work  to-day,  having  nearly  completed  putting  down  the 
sweeps  for  the  two  pivot  guns.  Soon  after  daylight  a  sail  was  reported 
on  the  starboard  bow,  which  proved  to  be  a  brig.  Kept  away  a  point 
for  her,  and  toward  night  approached  her  within  5  or  6  miles.  Showed 
Spanish  colors,  to  which  she  did  not  respond,  and  fired  a  blank  cart 
ridge  from  the  starboard  bow  gun.  But  as  she  did  not  appear  to  be  an 
American,  and  as  I  was  anxious  to  haul  by  the  wind  to  make  my  way 
to  the  westward,  I  did  not  continue  the  chase  after  dark.  Latitude,  38° 
56'  45" ;  longitude,  19°  23b 

Saturday ,  August  30. — Morning  clear,  clouding  as  the  day  advanced, 
with  the  wind  freshening  from  the  northward  and  westward.  In  the 
afternoon  a  schooner  passed  us  to  windward  steering  to  the  eastward. 
Gave  chase  to  a  brig  which  proved  to  be  French.  Standing  to  the 
westward  during  the  night  under  topsails;  some  sea  on.  Finished 
putting  down  the  bearings  for  the  pivot  guns,  and  stationed  and  mus¬ 
tered  the  crew  at  quarters.  We  find  that  we  have  just  men  enough 
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to  fight  the  guns  by  putting  six  of  the  junior  officers  at  the  rifled  gun 
to  make  out  its  crew.  Latitude,  37°  23'  16";  longitude,  19°  (Mb  05". 

Sunday,  August  31. — Cloudy  weather,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the 
northward  and  eastward,  and  a  heavy  sea.  In  the  early  forenoon  ran 
down  and  showed  French  colors  to  a  Portuguese  brig.  The  men  were 
permitted  to  rest  to-day  from  their  labors.  Running  westward  under 
topsails.  At  midnight  brought  by  the  wind  on  the  port  tack.  jSTo  obser¬ 
vation.  Latitude,  by  account,  36°  23';  longitude  at  4  p.  m.,  21°  545 

Monday ,  September  1. — Clear  and  cloudy  by  turns,  with  occasional 
sprinkles  of  rain.  Wind  fresh  from  the  eastward  and  some  sea  run¬ 
ning.  Engaged  finishing  the  fittings  of  the  battery  and  in  getting 
some  of  the  accumulated  dirt  oil'  the  decks  and  bulwarks.  Lying  to 
under  topsails.  At  3  p.  m.  filled  away  and  stood  1ST.  W.  Latitude,  35° 
33';  longitude,  22°  17'  45". 

Tuesday ,  September  2. — Clear  and  cloudy  by  turns,  with  the  wind  from 
the  eastward.  At  10 : 30  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  French  bark  Foy ,  of 
Nantes,  bound  from  the  East  Indies  to  Bordeaux.  Suspended  the  chief 
engineer  for  disobedience  of  orders  and  improper  language  to  the  first 
lieutenant.  Engineers  in  general  seem  to  think  that  they  have  a  sort 
of  separate  command,  and  that  they  are,  to  some  extent,  independent 
of  the  first  lieutenant  ;  and  it  gives  some  little  trouble  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  cruise  to  disabuse  them  of  this  idea.  Backing  out  the  extra 
breeching  bolts  for  the  broadside  guns  that  interfere  with  the  running 
out  of  these  guns.  Our  battery  is  not  yet  in  a  condition  for  effective 
use,  although  we  have  been  at  work  at  it  now  nine  days.  We  are  fortu¬ 
nate  in  not  having  met  an  enemy  in  this  state  of  unpreparedness.  Even¬ 
ing  rainy  and  squally.  Shortened  sail  to  topsails.  Latitude,  35°  29'; 
longitude,  24°  22',  3  p.  m. 

Wednesday,  September  3. — Cloudy  and  clear  by  turns,  with  a  moder¬ 
ate  breeze  from  the  northward  and  eastward.  To-day  we  exercised  our 
guns  for  the  first  time — that  is  to  say,  the  pivot  guns,  the  broadside 
guns  not  being  yet  ready.  Got  up  some  rifled  shell  to  fill,  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  appearance  of  rain.  Shortened  sail  to  topsails  at  10:30  p. 
m.  Latitude,  36°  1 6' ;  longitude,  25°  56'. 

Thursday ,  September  4. — A  fine  clear  day,  with  a  steady  breeze  from 
the  eastward.  Exercised  the  crew  at  all  the  guns  except  the  two  bow 
guns,  which  are  not  quite  ready.  Filled  a  number  of  shells  for  both 
the  pivot  guns.  In  the  afternoon  made  Pico  and  Fayal.  No  sail  seen 
for  the  last  two  days.  Reduced  sail  to  topsails  at  nightfall.  Latitude, 
37°  22'  39";  longitude,  28°  08'  15";  barometer,  30.5,  higher  than  I  rec¬ 
ollect  ever  to  have  noticed  it  before.  We  are  sensibly  changing  the 
temperature. 

Friday ,  September  5. — Cloudy,  with  the  wind  light  from  the  eastward. 
Soon  after  daylight  gave  chase  to  a  brig  which  outsailed  us,  and  soon 
afterwards  made  a  ship,  which  we  soon  discovered  to  be  lying  to,  with 
her  fore-topsail  to  the  mast.  As  we  approached,  discovered  her  to  be 
a  whaler.  Hoisted  the  English  colors,  which  was  returned  by  the  ship 
hoisting  United  States  colors.  Having  come  within  boarding  distance, 
sent  a  boat  on  board  and  brought  the  captain  on  board  with  his  papers, 
hoisting  our  own  colors  as  the  boarding  officer  got  alongside.  She 
proved  to  be  the  ship  Ocmulgee,  of  Edgartown,  the  captain  being  a  gen¬ 
uine  specimen  of  a  Yankee,  Abraham  Osborn.  Captured  her  and 
brought  the  crew  on  board,  and  a  quantity  of  rigging  of  which  we  were 
in  need,  and  some  beef  and  pork,  and  small  stores.  At  9  p.  m.  hove  her 
to,  with  a  light  at  the  peak,  and  brought  away  our  own  officer  and  crew, 
and  lay  by  her  during  the  night.  Number  of  prisoners,  37. 
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Saturday ,  September  6. — Cloudy,  clearing  oft'  line  toward  night.  At 
9,  having  descried  a  hark,  set  lire  to  the  prize,  and  gave  chase.  At 
meridian  came  up  with  and  showed  the  United  States  colors  to  the 
chase,  which  proved  to  be  a  Frenchman  bound  to  Marseilles.  Kept 
away  K.  1,  W.,  and  in  a  couple  of  hours  afterwards  made  the  island  of 
Flores  ahead.  A  beautiful  night. 

Sunday ,  September  7. — A  tine,  clear  day,  clouding  towards  evening. 
Running  in  for  the  island  of  Flores.  At  11  a.  m.  mustered  the  crew  for 
the  first  time,  and  caused  to  be  read  the  articles  of  war,  to  which  the 
crew  listened  with  great  attention.  At  3:30  p.  m.,  having  approached 
sufficiently  near  the  town  of  Lagens,  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  we 
sent  all  the  prisoners  on  shore  (having  first  paroled  them)  in  the  three 
whaleboats  belonging  to  the  prize  Ocmulgee ;  and  at  4,  filled  away  on 
the  starboard  tack  to  head  off  a  schooner  that  appeared  to  be  running 
in  for  the  island.  Having  approached  her  within  a  mile,  we  hoisted  the 
English  colors.  The  chase  not  showing  her  colors  in  return,  fired  the 
lee  bow  gun.  Still  paying  no  attention  to  us,  but  endeavoring  to  pass 
us,  fired  a  shot  athwart  her  bow.  hot  yet  heaving  to,  or  showing  col¬ 
ors,  fired  a  second  shot  between  her  fore  and  main  masts.  She  then 
hoisted  the  American  colors,  and  rounded  to.  Sent  a  boat  on  board, 
and  took  possession  of  her.  The  captain  coming  on  board  with  his 
papers,  she  proved  to  be  the  Starlight ,  of  Boston,  from  Fay  alto  Boston, 
via  Flores.  She  had  a  number  of  passengers,  among  others  some  ladies. 
Put  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  brought  on  board  all  the  United 
States  seamen,  seven  in  number,  including  the  captain,  and  confined 
them  in  irons;  and  ordered  the  prize  to  remain  close  to  us  during  the 
night.  Some  dark  clouds  hanging  over  the  island,  but  the  wind  light 
and  the  sea  smooth.  Among  the  papers  captured  were  a  couple  of  dis¬ 
patches  to  the  Sewards,  father  and  son,  informing  them  of  our  opera¬ 
tions  at  Tereeira.  This  small  craft  left  Boston  only  six  days  before  we 
left  Liverpool  in  the  Bahama.  How  strangely  parties  meet  upon  the 
high  seas.  The  master  was  the  cleverest  specimen  of  a  Yankee  skipper 
I  have  met;  about  27  or  28.  He  avowed  his  intention  of  trying  to  run 
the  gauntlet  of  my  shot,  deprecated  the  war,  etc. 

Monday ,  September  8. — Weather  fine,  with  the  wind  from  the  south¬ 
ward  and  eastward.  At  7  a.  m.  stood  in  to  the  town  of  Santa  Cruz 
[island  of  Flores]  in  company  with  the  prize,  and  lowered  the  cutter 
and  sent  the  prisoners  on  shore,  with  a  note  addressed  to  the  governor. 
In  the  meantime  the  governor  himself,  with  several  citizens,  came  on 
board  of  us.  The  governor  offered  us  the  hospitalities  of  the  island, 
etc.,  and  in  return  I  expressed  to  him  the  hope  that  his  fellow- citizens 
who  were  passengers  on  board  the  prize  had  suffered  no  inconvenience 
from  her  capture.  In  the  afternoon  gave  chase  and  showed  English 
colors  to  a  Portuguese  brigantine.  We  then  wore  ship  and  chased  a 
bark  in  the  U.  W.,  with  which  we  came  up  about  sunset.  She  proved 
to  be  the  whaling  bark  Ocean  Rover ,  from  Massachusetts,  forty  months 
out,  with  a  cargo  of  1,100  barrels  of  oil.  Laid  her  to  for  the  night,  and 
permitted  the  captain  and  his  crew  to  pull  in  to  the  shore  (Flores)  in 
his  six  whaleboats,  the  sea  being  smooth,  the  wind  light  offshore,  and 
the  moon  near  her  full.  This  was  a  novel  night  procession. 

Tuesday,  September  9. — Weather  still  continues  fine,  though  cloudy. 
I  was  aroused  in  the  midwatch  (after  about  three  hours  only  of  sleep, 
after  a  day  of  fatigue  and  excitement)  by  the  announcement  that  a 
large  bark  was  close  aboard  of  us.  We  were  lying  to  at  the  time  in 
company  with  our  two  prizes.  I  wore  ship  very  quietly  and  gave 
chase.  The  chase  rather  got  the  wind  of  us,  though  we  headreached 
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upon  her,  and  at  daylight  I  hoisted  the  English  flag.  The  bark  not 
responding,  fired  a  blank  cartridge;  she  still  not  responding,  fired  a 
shot  astern  of  her,  she  being  about  two  miles  distant.  This  brought 
her  to,  with  the  United  States  colors  at  her  peak.  Sent  a  boat  on 
board  and  took  possession  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Alert ,  from 
New  London,  sixteen  days  from  port,  bound,  via  the  Azores,  Cape 
Verde  Islands,  etc.,  to  the  Indian  Ocean.  Supplied  ourselves  from  her 
with  some  underclothing  for  the  men,  of  which  we  stood  in  need,  some 
tobacco,  etc.  About  9  a.  m.  fired  the  Starlight;  at  11  fired  the  Ocean 
Rover,  and  at  4  p.  m.  fired  the  Alert.  Boarded  a  Portuguese  whaling 
brig,  the  master  of  which  I  brought  on  board  with  his  papers.  These 
proving  to  be  regular,  I  dismissed  him  in  a  few  minutes. 

Sent  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Alert  ashore  to  the  village  on  the 
north  end  of  Flores,  in  their  own  boats,  four  in  number.  uSail,  ho !”  at 
5  p.  m.  Filled  away  and  gave  chase  to  a  schooner  in  the  N.  E.  She 
was  standing  for  us  at  first,  but  tacked  on  our  approach,  and  endeavored 
to  run.  We  had  shown  her  the  United  States  colors,  and  she  had  also 
hoisted  United  States  colors.  But  she  distrusted  us.  A  blank  car¬ 
tridge  brought  her  round  again  and  hove  her  to.  Sent  a  boat  on 
board  and  took  possession  of  the  schooner  Weather  Gauge ,  of  Province- 
town,  six  weeks  out.  A  bark  being  in  sight,  as  soon  as  we  could  get 
the  schooner’s  crew  replaced  by  a  prize  crew,  gave  chase  to  the  former, 
stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  The  two  last  captures  supplied  us 
withlarge  numbers  of  northern  newspapers  as  late  as  thel8thof  August. 

Wednesday ,  September  10. — Last  night  we  had  a  long  chase  after  the 
bark,  but  overhauled  her  about  3  a.  m.  this  morning.  Sent  a  boat  on 
board  and  found  her  to  be  the  Danish  bark  Overman ,  from  Bangkok, 
East  Indies,  to  Hamburg.  The  weather  to-day  is  very  fine,  with  the 
wind  moderate  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  In  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  chased  and  caused  to  show  colors  an  English  ship.  Hove  to  about 
10,  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  fired  the  schooner  Weather 
Gauge,  captured  last  evening.  Filled  away  and  made  sail  to  the  S.  W. 
At  10  p  m.  hove  to  off  the  island  of  Corvo. 

Thursday,  September  11. — Clear,  with  passing  clouds;  wind  fresh  from 
the  southward  and  eastward.  At  daylight  tilled  away,  and  beat  up 
toward  the  island  of  Flores.  At  1  p.  m.  having  got  well  up  under  the 
lee  of  the  island,  shortened  sail,  hove  to,  and  sent  the  prisoners  of  the 
Weather  Gauge  (fifteen  in  number,  on  shore,  in  their  own  whale  boats. 
Observed  a  bark  (a  whaler)  anchored  within  a  cable’s  length  or  so  of 
the  shore,  a  Yankee,  no  doubt,  taking  refuge  from  capture.  Filled 
away,  and  made  sail  to  the  northward  and  westward.  Afternoon  fine, 
with  a  moderate  breeze  from  about  south. 

Friday ,  September  12. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  a  moderate  breeze,  from 
the  southward  and  westward.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters.  Have 
chase  to  and  caused  to  show  her  colors  a  Portuguese  bark  standing 
to  the  eastward.  One  of  the  vigias ,  those  bugbears  of  the  sea,  is  in  my 
road  to-night,  and  though  I  disbelieve  in  its  existence,  I  shall  have  to 
tack  ship  to  avoid  it.  Latitude,  40°  17 7  207/;  longitude,  34°  05'  30". 

Saturday,  September  13. — A  beautiful,  clear  day,  with  the  wind  from 
S.  S.  W.  Gave  chase  to  a  sail  reported  on  the  weather  bow,  and  upon 
coming  up  with  her  and  heaving  her  to  with  a  blank  cartridge,  she  proved 
to  be  the  Altamaha,  hermaphrodite  brig  (whaler)  from  New  Bedford, 
five  months  out.  Little  or  no  success.  Captured  her,  put  a  prize  crew 
on  board,  and  made  sail  in  chase  of  a  bark  to  windward,  Avhicli  proved 
to  be  a  Spaniard.  Ban  down  and  hove  to  near  the  prize.  In  the 
afternoon  received  the  prisoners  on  board  (twenty-three  in  number) 
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and  at  dark  fired  tlie  prize,  filled  away  and  stood  to  to  the  N.  IN’ .  W. 
Latitude,  40°  34'  ;  longitude,  35°  24'  15". 

Sunday ,  September  14.— A.  beautiful,  clear  day,  with  a  moderate 
breeze  from  the  westward.  Last  night  at  half  past  11,  [was  aroused 
by  the  report  that  a  large  ship  was  close  on  board  of  us.  Hurried 
on  deck,  wore  ship  and  gave  chase,  the  strange  sail  being  about  2  to 
2h  miles  from  us,  partially  to  windward.  Made  all  sail,  held  our  wind, 
and  gradually  cut  him  out  of  the  wind,  as  well  as  headreached  on  him. 
Fired  a  blank  cartridge  which  he  disregarded.  Continued  to  overhaul 
him,  and  when  I  had  gotten  on  his  weather  beam,  distant  about  half  a 
mile  from  him,  I  fired  a  second  gun,  which  speedily  brought  him  to  the 
wind,  with  his  main  topsail  to  the  mast.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  with  an 
order  to  the  officer  to  show  me  a  light  if  he  should  prove  to  be  Ameri¬ 
can;  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  the  officer  got  on  board,  a  light  was 
shown  at  the  peak.  Lay  by  him  until  daylight,  when  the  captain  was 
brought  on  board.  The  ship  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  whaler  Benjamin 
Tucker ,  from  New  Bedford,  eight  months  out  ,  with  about  340  barrels  of 
oil.  Crew,  thirty.  Brought  everybody  on  board,  received  some  soap 
and  tobacco,  and  fired  the  ship,  and  made  sail  to  the  S.  E. 

Monday ,  September  15. — A  tine  clear  day,  with  the  wind  very  light 
from  the  westward,  approaching  a  calm,  with  light  rain  toward  night. 
Calking  the  decks,  which  are  already  quite  open.  Made  the  island  of 
Flores  from  the  masthead  late  in  the  afternoon.  Exercised  the  crew  at 
quarters.  Shipped  oneof  the  prisoners  from  the  lastprize — a  Hollander. 
Latitude,  43°  03';  longitude,  32°  46'  45". 

Tuesday ,  September  16. — Fine  clear  weather,  with  summer  clouds  and 
a  light  breeze  from  the  southward  and  westward.  At  daylight  made  a 
schooner  on  the  starboard  bow.  Gave  chase,  and  at  7 :30  hove  her  to  with 
a  blank  cartridge  and  sent  a  boat  on  board,  she  showing  United  States 
colors.  She  proved  to  be  the  whaling  schooner  Courser ,  of  Province- 
town,  Mass.  Took  possession  of  her  as  a  prize.  Stood  in  toward  Flores 
within  4  or  5  miles,  and  sent  all  the  prisoners  from  the  last  three  cap¬ 
tures  on  shore  in  their  own  whaleboats — eight  in  number.  Number  of 
prisoners,  sixty-eight.  At  5  p.  m.,  having  taken  some  8  or  10  miles  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  land,  hove  the  prize  to,  and  called  all  hands  to  quarters, 
and  made  a  target  of  her,  firing  threerounds  from  each  gun.  The  prac¬ 
tice  was  pretty  fair  for  green  hands  for  the  first  time.  We  shelled  the 
target  once  and  made  a  number  of  good  line  shots.  At  dark  fired  the 
prize  and  made  sail  to  the  westward. 

Wednesday ,  September  17.— Clear,  with,  passing  rain  clouds,  wind  from 
the  southward  and  westward.  At  7 :30  a.  m.  gave  chase  to  a  sail  on 
the  starboard  bow,  and  at  meridian  came  up  with  and  took  possession 
of  theU.  S.  whaling  bark  Virginia ,  twenty-one  days  from  New  Bedford. 
Beceived  papers  as  late  as  the  23d  August.  Got  on  board  from  the  . 
prize  a  large  supply  of  soap,  candles,  etc.,  and,  after  bringing  the  pris¬ 
oners  on  board,  we  fired  her,  filled  away,  andmade  sail  to  the  northward 
and  westward.  Latitude,  40°  03';  longitude,  32°  46'  45". 

Thursday ,  September  18. — Cloudy,  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the  south¬ 
ward  and  westward.  Chased  and  caused  to  show  her  colors  a  French 
brig;  then  wore  ship  and  gave  chase  to  a  bark.  The  bark,  discovering 
our  purpose,  made  all  sail  and  tried  to  escape,  but  we  came  up  with  her 
after  a  chase  of  about  three  hours,  at  2  p.  m.  Hoisted  the  English 
ensign,  to  which  she  refused  to  respond.  Fired  the  starboard  bow  gun 
and  ran  up  our  own  flag,  when  she  shortened  sail  and  hove  to.  Sent  a 
prize  crew  on  board,  she  showing  the  United  States  ensign.  Brought 
the  master  on  board.  She  proved  to  be  the  whaling  bark  Misha  Dun- 
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bar ,  of  New  Bedford,  twenty-four  days  out.  As  it  was  blowing  fresli 
and  threatening  a  gale  of  wind,  we  got  all  the  prisoners  on  board  in 
the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours,  and  set  fire  to  the  bark.  Beefed  the 
topsails,  and  set  the  fore  trysail  with  the  bonnet  off,  and  stood  on  a 
wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  Latitude, 
39°  50';  longitude,  35°  25'  45". 

Friday ,  September  19. — Last  night  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  from  So 
W.  to  N.  W.  and  to-day  it  has  been  blowing  a  moderate  gale  of  wind, 
with  a  heavy  sea  from  the  N.  W.  We  have  been  tumbling  about  all 
day,  greatly  to  our  discomfort,  under  close  reefed  topsails,  and  fore  and 
main  trysails,  with  the  bonnets  off.  The  deck  is  more  or  less  wet,  and 
the  prisoners  must  have  an  uncomfortable  time  of  it,  but  I  have  nowhere 
else  to  put  them.  We  are  closely  stowed  below  with  our  own  crew. 
The  barometer,  which  had  gone  down  to  29.85,  is  at  29.93  at  7  p.  in., 
so  the  gale  may  be  said  to  be  broken.  Got  in  our  two  waist  boats.  Lat- 
iude,  38°  32'  35";  longitude,  35°  03k 

Saturday,  September  20. — It  blew  a  moderate  gale  all  day.  At  8  p. 
m.,  being  near  somebody’s  vigia,  marked  on  the  chart,  and  the  wind 
and  current  being  such  as  to  set  us  down  upon  it,  on  the  starboard 
tack  wore  ship,  and  put  her  under  topsails  for  the  night.  Cloudy,  with 
the  wind  moderate,  and  the  sea  somewhat  abated  at  10  p.  m.  Latitude, 
37°  20'  24" ;  longitude,  36^  26'  30". 

Sunday ,  September  21. — Blowing  a  gale  of  wind  all  day.  The  gale  of 
the  previous  two  days  blew  itself  out  last  night,  and  the  barometer 
rose  above  30.  This  morning  a  new  gale  set  in,  with  a  falling  barome¬ 
ter,  the  wind  backing  to  about  W.  Mustered  the  crew  at  11  a.  m. 
Weather  cloudy,  with  passing  squalls  of  light  rain.  Reduced  sail  to 
close-reefed  main  topsail,  close-reefed  fore  and  main  trysails,  and  fore 
staysail  with  the  bonnet  off.  Under  this  sail  she  was  comparatively  dry, 
and  made  capital  weather.  Decks  leaking  for  want  of  calking,  but  the 
ship  otherwise  tight.  Have  seen  no  sail  for  the  last  three  days.  Lati¬ 
tude,  36°  35'  46";  longitude,  36°  58'  15". 

Monday,  September  22. — It  blew  a  gale  all  the  morning,  moderating 
toward  night.  Turned  the  reefs  out  of  the  trysails,  and  set  the  fore- 
topsail.  The  barometer,  which  had  gone  down  to  29.7,  rose  to  29.86 
at  10  p.  m.  We  have  seen  no  sail  since  these  gales  set  in.  Latitude, 
35°  21'  39";  longitude,  37°  26' 45". 

Tuesday ,  September  23. — The  gale  broke  last  night,  and  to-day  we 
have  had  a  moderate  breeze  from  N.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  Exercised  the  crew 
at  quarters.  Calking  the  decks.  Nothing  visible.  Latitude,  34°  43' 
15";  longitude,  38°  38'  15". 

Wednesday,  September  24. — The  sun  having  passed  safely  over  the 
line,  the  weather  has  again  become  settled.  We  have  light  breezes  all 
day  from  the  N.W.  and  N.  N.E.  Still  getting  the  ship  in  order;  calking 
the  decks,  blacking  the  slots,  etc.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters.  We 
seem  to  be  in  a  desert  part  of  the  ocean.  We  have  not  seen  a  sail  since 
the  evening  of  the  18th.  Latitude,  34°  52'  41";  longitude,  40°  28'  15". 

Thursday,  September  25. — Calm  all  day,  a  light  air  springing  up  from 
the  southward  at  nightfall.  All  hands  at  work  remedying  defects  in  the 
equipment  of  the  ship.  Lowered  and  lengthened  the  fore  and  main  gaffs. 
Exercised  at  quarters.  Latitude,  34°  59'  16";  longitude,  41°  10'. 

Friday ,  September  26. — A  beautiful  day,  with  a  moderate  breeze  from 
the  S.  W.,  hauling  to  W.  S.  W.  at  nightfall,  with  indications  of  fresh¬ 
ening.  Lightning  in  the  north  and  some  clouds  in  that  direction,  which 
dispersed,  however,  toward  10  p.  m.  Latitude,  35°  35'  45";  longitude, 
41°  36'. 
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Saturday ,  September  27. — Cloudy,  with  light  winds  from  the  hi.  W. 
Intermitted  all  work  to-day,  and  gave  the  ship  a  general  cleaning,  of 
which  she  stood  much  in  need.  Latitude,  37°  127  15";  longitude,  43° 
13 7 30" 

Sunday ,  September  28. — Weather  remarkably  fine,  with  light  winds 
from  N.  E.  to  1ST.  W.  At  daylight  descried  the  first  sail  we  have  seen 
since  the  18th,  or  in  ten  days.  The  recent  gales  having  set  us  to  the 
southward,  we  have  been  out  of  the  track  of  vessels  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  The  sail  standing  to  the  eastward,  in  the  opposite  direction 
from  our  course,  and  being  far  off  and  the  wind  light,  did  not  chase. 
Mustered  the  crew  and  inspected  the  ship.  We  begin  to  look  a  little 
less  like  a  troopship.  Very  light  airs  during  the  night.  Latitude, 
37°  40';  longitude,  42°. 

Monday ,  September  2D. — Weather  still  very  clear  and  fine,  with  light 
airs  from  the  northward  and  eastward.  We  are  making  good  use  of 
our  delay  from  head  winds  and  calms  by  practicing  the  crew  at  the 
battery  and  with  small  arms.  We  exercised  a  division  with  the  latter 
for  the  first  time  this  morning.  Carpenters  making  armchests,  and 
the  engineers  putting  down  the  bearings  or  traverses  for  the  bow 
chaser.  At  nightfall  a  moderate  breeze  came  up  from  the  S.  S.  W.  and 
freshened  during  the  night,  so  that  at  last  we  are  being  pushed  to  the 
northward.  Latitude,  37°  0!)'  37";  longitude,  43°  13'  35". 

Tuesday ,  September  30. — Morning  clear,  clouding  towards  9  a.  m.,  and 
the  wind  freshening.  At  8  made  a  sail  on  the  lee  bow.  Gave  chase, 
and  at  10  a.  m.  came  up  with  and  showed  English  colors  to  an  iron 
French  bark,  of  Bordeaux— name  not  made  out.  Kept  away  on  our 
course  again  1ST.  3ST.  W.  After  midday  the  wind  freshened  from  the 
S.  W.  with  a  thick  flying  scud  until  it  blew  a  moderate  gale.  Close 
reefed  to  it.  Moderating  at  10  p.  m.  Latitude,  38°  37/ ;  longitude, 
45°  03b 

Wednesday ,  October  1. — The  gale  moderated  duringthe  last  night,  but 
the  weather  to  day  has  been  thick  and  rainy,  with  the  wind  from  the 
N.  W.,  and  a  confused,  rough  sea.  No  observation  for  latitude.  The 
barometer,  which  had  gone  down  to  29.8,  is  rising  and  stands  at  9  p.  m.  at 
29.9.  Being  some  200  miles  only  from  the  Bank  of  Newfoundland, we  are 
taking  the  temperature  of  the  air  and  water  every  hour.  At  9  p.  m., 
air  63,  water  70.  Latitude  by  account,  40°  27';  longitude,  observation, 
46°  3L,  indicating,  as  compared  with  the  reckoning,  an  easterly  current 
of  some  30  miles.  Single  reefed  the  topsails  at  sunset. 

Thursday ,  October  2. — The  weather  grows  worse  and  worse.  We  have 
to-day  a  real  ugly,  angry-looking  sky,  with  dense,  black,  rugged  clouds 
and  a  Newfoundland  northeaster.  Barometer  at  1  p.  in.  at  30.18.  The 
clouds  are  so  densely  packed  that  we  have  had  no  observation  for  lati¬ 
tude  and  only  a  glimpse  of  the  sun  for  chronometer,  having  had  no  lati¬ 
tude  for  two  days,  and,  being  in  the  current  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  the 
most  we  can  do  is  to  guess  at  the  position  of  the  ship  within  30  or  40 
miles.  Supposed  latitude  and  longitude  as  follows:  Latitude,  40°  to 
40°  00'  30";  longitude,  from  48°  to  48°  20b 

Friday ,  October  3. — The  weather  is  improved  to-day,  and  was  very 
fine  by  10  a.  m.  Passed  a  sail  in  the  morning  watch  steering  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.  As  she  was  dead  to  windward  of  us  did  not 
chase.  Soon  afterward  made  two  other  sail  ahead  and  on  the  lee  bow; 
gave  chase  to  them  successively  and  captured  both  of  them,  they  being 
North  American  ships  from  New  York,  one  for  Liverpool  and  the  other 
for  London  (the  Brilliant ),  laden  with  provisions.  The  cargo  of  one  of 
them,  the  Emily  Farnum ,  being  certificated  as  English  property,  released 
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her  and  put  on  board  of  her  the  prisoners  from  the  other  ship,  the  Bril¬ 
liant,  which  wo  burned.  I  sent  on  board  the  Emily  Da, mum  also  the 
prisoners  on  board  this  ship,  thus  making  once  more  a  clean  jail  deliv¬ 
ery;  fired  the  Brilliant  about  nightfall  and  made  sail,  but  as  it  fell  calm 
we  remained  in  sight  of  the  burning  wreck  all  night.  From  the  two 
last  prizes  we  received  four  new  recruits,  more  valuable  to  us  than  the 
prizes,  shorthanded  as  we  are.  Latitude,  39°  58';  longitude,  50°. 

Saturday ,  October  4. — Another  fine  day,  though  nearly  calm.  Two 
sail  reported  soon  after  daylight.  Gave  chase  to  and  about  10  a.  m. 
came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  a  Prussian  bark,  from  New 
York,  with  grain,  for  Liverpool.  This  bark,  which  had  exchanged 
colors  with  the  other  vessel  ahead,  informed  us  that  she  also  was  Prus¬ 
sian;  and  so  we  discontinued  the  chase  of  the  latter;  indeed  we  could 
only  have  chased  her  under  steam,  as  it  had  fallen  calm.  Calm  all  day, 
with  a  light  air  at  nightfall.  Exercised  the  crew  at  general  quarters. 
Latitude,  39°  52';  longitude,  50°  41'  30". 

Sunday ,  October  5. — Beautiful,  clear  weather,  with  summer-looking 
clouds,  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  S.  W.,  and  a  smooth  sea.  At  4:20 
a.  m.  a  sail  reported  close  on  the  lee  beam.  Wore  ship  and  gave  chase. 
At  7  a.  m.  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  the  French  bark 
Ghristophe,  from  New  Fork  for  Cherbourg.  Wore  ship  and  made  sail 
to  the  northward  and  westward  again.  At  11  a.  m.  mustered  the  crew 
and  caused  to  be  read  the  articles  of  war.  While  reading  them  a  sail 
was  reported  from  aloft.  Kept  away  for  her  and  made  all  sail.  At  1 
p.  in.,  finding  that  the  chase  was  likely  to  be  a  long  one  and  in  the 
wrong  direction  (the  chase  steering  about  E.  by  N.),  abandoned  the 
pursuit  and  wore  and  made  sail  to  the  northward  and  westward  again. 
Later  in  the  afternoon  chased  and  caused  to  show  her  colors  an  Old- 
enliam  brig.  The  wind  freshening  from  the  S.  W.,  with  a  falling 
barometer,  took  the  bonnets  off  the  trysails,  and  at  sunset  a  single 
reef  in  the  topsails.  Latitude,  40°  19'  25";  longitude,  51°  14k 

Monday ,  October  6. — The  wind  increased  last  night  to  a  moderate 
gale  and  the  weather  became  thick  and  rainy.  Taken  aback  on  the 
port  tack  this  morning;  the  wind  hauling  from  W.  to  N.  W.  Wore 
ship  to  the  westward  at  8  a.  m.  No  observation  for  position.  Lati¬ 
tude,  account,  41°  02'  11";  longitude,  account,  53°  50'. 

Tuesday ,  October  7. — Weather  moderated  and  became  calm  after  10 
a.  m.  At  4  a.  m.  gave  chase  to  a  sail,  and  came  up  with  and  caused  to 
be  hove  to  an  American  bark.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  for  the  master 
and  his  papers.  She  pioved  to  be  the  Wave  Crest ,  of  and  from  New 
York,  for  Cardiff,  laden  with  grain.  There  being  no  evidence  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  cargo,  condemned  both  ship  and  cargo.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  made  a  target  of  her,  and  afterwards  burned  her.  Made  sail  to 
the  northward  and  westward  at  4  p.  m.  Just  before  dark  another  sail 
was  discovered  from  aloft,  to  which  we  gave  chase.  At  9  p.  m.,  there 
being  a  beautiful  moonlight,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.  W.,  we 
came  up  with  and  hove  to  a  brigantine.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her. 
Slie  proved  to  be  the  American  brigantine  Dunkirk,  from  New  York, 
with  grain,  for  Lisbon.  There  being  no  evidence  of  the  neutral  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  cargo,  condemned  both  ship  and  cargo,  and  at  11  p.  m. 
burned  them.  Found  on  board  this  prize  a  number  of  Portuguese  Test¬ 
aments,  tracts,  etc.  On  the  back  of  one  of  the  tracts  was  the  following 
endorsement: 

Portuguese  tracts  from  the  American  Tract  Society,  for  distribution  among  Portu¬ 
guese  passengers,  and  to  give,  upon  the  coast,  to  visitors  from  the  shore,  etc.  When 
in  port,  please  keep  conspicuously  on  the  cabin  table  for  all  comers  to  read,  but  be 
Very  careful  not  to  take  any  ashore,  as  the  laws  do  not  allow  it. 


794 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CRUISERS - CONFEDERATE. 


A  pen  liad  been  run  through  the  last  injunction.  It  thus  appears 
that  the  Yankee  ships  are  engaged  in  smuggling  prohibited  religious 
literature,  along  with  their  cargoes,  into  the  countries  they  visit.  The 
following  endorsement  was  pasted  on  the  cover  a  little  lower  down: 

As  may  be  convenient  please  report  (by  letter,  if  necessary)  anything  of  interest 
which  may  occur  in  connection  with  the  distribution;  also  take  any  orders  for 
Bibles  and  forward  to  John  S.  Pierson,  marine  agent  New  York  Bible  Society,  No.  7 
Beekman  street. 

Wednesday ,  Octobers. — The  wind  went  round  from  S.  W.  again  to 
N.  W.  and  N.  E.  and  became  very  light.  We  have  experienced  for  the 
last  two  or  three  days  a  strong  southeasterly  current,  say  2  knots  per 
hour.  We  have  a  hard  struggle  to  get  to  the  westward.  No  observa¬ 
tion  for  latitude.  Latitude,  D.  B.,  41°;  longitude,  D.  B.,  55°  43k 
Longitude,  chronometer,  54°  37',  worked  with  assumed  latitude. 

Thursday ,  October  9. — The  wind  went  round  to  S.  W.  again;  weather 
became  clear.  Got  observations  for  positiou.  At  1 :30  p.  m.,  “  Sail, ho  !” 
Gave  chase,  and  just  before  sunset  came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on 
board  the  packet  ship  Tonawanda  (Cope’s  Liverpool  line).  Brought 
the  master  on  board  with  his  papers.  No  evidence  of  neutral  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  cargo.  Condemned  ship  and  cargo.  But  what  shall  I  do 
with  them?  She  has  70  passengers  on  board,  30  of  whom  are  women. 
Determined  to  keep  the  ship  in  company  for  a  few  days,  in  hopes  of 
making  some  other  capture,  on  board  which  I  could  dispose  of  the  pris¬ 
oners,  and  in  the  meantime  took  a  ransom  bond  of  the  master,  in  case 
I  should  make  up  my  mind  finally  to  release  him.  While  we  were 
boarding  the  Tonawanda  descried  another  sail  from  the  deck.  Gave 
chase,  the  Tonawanda ,  in  charge  of  a  prize  master,  following.  At  8:30 
came  up  with  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  an  English  brig  from  Man- 
zanilla  for  England.  The  prize  in  company  during  the  night.  The 
master  having  reported  that  one  of  the  black  waiters  on  board  his  ship 
was  a  slave,  from  Delaware,  had  him  brought  on  board  and  entered  as 
one  of  the  crew,  a  waiter  in  the  officers’  messes.  Latitude,  40°  03'  41"; 
longitude,  54°  38'  30". 

Friday ,  October  10. — Wind  from  the  N.  W.,  with  the  weather  thick¬ 
ening  and  beginning  to  look  ugly,  though  the  barometer  does  not  indicate 
much  wind.  Approved  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  in  the 
case  of  George  Forrest,  a  deserter  from  the  Sumter ,  found  on  board  the 
Dunkirk,  sentencing  him  to  serve  without  pay  for  the  remainder  of  his 
term;  and  reduced  Fisher,  a  coxswain,  for  being  drunk  a  second  time, 
after  warning.  The  weather  broke  away  suddenly  at  meridian  and 
became  very  fine,  the  wind  hauling  to  the  N.  E.  Brought  the  master 
of  the  prize  ship  Tonawanda  on  board,  as  a  hostage  to  secure  the  keep¬ 
ing  company  with  us  of  that  ship,  and  sent  on  board  of  her  all  the 
prisoners  of  the  last  two  ships  burned.  At  10  p.  m.,  there  being  a 
bright  moon,  made  a  sail  on  the  lee  bow.  Wore  ship,  and  ran  down 
and  hove  to  a  fine  clipper -looking  ship  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  oflier. 
She  proved  to  bo  a  Mecklenburg  ship,  from  New  York  for  Lisbon. 
Latitude,  41°  13’  38";  longitude,  33°  45'. 

Saturday,  October  11. — Breeze  light,  and  weather  inclined  to  be  over¬ 
cast.  At  daylight  a  ship  reported  on  the  weather  quarter.  As  she 
was  some  15  miles  distant  and  dead  to  windward  did  not  chase. 
Weather  broke  away  at  11  a.  m.  and  became  fine.  At  1:30  a  sail 
reported  running  down  before  the  wind.  Tacked  and  waited  for  her, 
and  when  she  came  within  distance  fired  a  blank  cartridge  and  hove 
her  to.  She  proved  to  be  the  North  American  ship  Manchester,  of  and 
from  New  York,  bound  for  Liverpool.  There  being  no  evidence  among 
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her  papers  of  the  neutral  ownership  of  the  cargo,  transferred  the  crew 
to  the  Tonawanda  and  fired  her  at  about  10  p.  m.  Latitude,  41°  OS' 
55";  longitude,  55°  26'. 

Sunday ,  October  12. — The  wind  has  gone  round  again  from  the  S.  W. 
to  northward  and  eastward,  with  bad  weather — cloudy,  and  rainy,  and 
dark;  as  usual,  no  observation  for  latitude.  Latitude,  D.  B.,  41°  42'; 
Longitude,  1).  B.,  56°  48'. 

Memorandum  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats,  extracted  from  the  New  York 
Herald  of  October  5:  One  gun,  10;  two  guns,  29;  three  guns,  32;  four 
guns,  36;  five  guns,  34;  six  guns,  28;  seven  guns,  21;  eight  guns,  2; 
nine  guns,  13;  total,  192.  Of  this  whole  number  there  are  only  13 
superior  in  force  to  myself.  The  first  set  of  propeller  gunboats,  built 
after  the  Avar,  are  said  to  be  indifferent.  The  second  set,  very  fine  and 
heavily  armed.  The  side-Avheel  boats  not  very  fast  and  only  tol¬ 
erable. 

Monday ,  October  13. — Areal  dirty  gulf  day,  with  the  wind  from  tlieS. 
E.  to  the  S.  W.  and  the  weather  squally,  thick,  and  rainy.  At  11  a.  m. 
made  a  sail  on  the  weather  bow  and  gave  chase.  As  we  came  up  Avith 
her  we  observed  that  although  she  was  running  free  she  avtus  under 
topsails  only,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  she  was  either  a  whaler 
or  a  vessel  of  war.  Several  times  the  dense  rain  shut  out  from  sight 
both  her  and  the  Tonawanda.  At  length,  near  nightfall,  Ave  had 
approached  the  stranger  within  4  or  5  miles  and  as  he  had  a  pendant 
Hying  Ave  naturally  took  him  for  a  ship  of  war.  Hove  to  on  the  star¬ 
board  tack.  The  sail  wore  down  for  us.  Called  all  hands  to  quarters 
and  loaded  the  guns,  which  was  done  very  creditably  to  my  new  crew. 
Showed  English  colors,  the  stranger  hoisting  Spanish.  Perceiving 
by  this  time  that  she  Avas  not  a  ship  of  war,  secured  the  guns,  and  per¬ 
mitted  the  stranger  to  pass  on.  Ban  down  near  the  Tonawanda ,  and 
as  we  had  every  prospect  of  a  thick,  stormy  night,  I  concluded  to  let 
the  prize  depart  with  her  prisoners  without  further  detention,  taking 
from  the  master  a  ransom  bond  in  the  sum  of  $80,000.  (Copes,  owners.) 
The  prize  filled  away  and  made  sail  just  at  dark.  Pilled  away  our¬ 
selves  to  the  northward  and  westward.  No  observation.  Latitude, 
assumed,  40°  30';  longitude,  assumed,  59°  28'. 

Tuesday ,  October  14. — Fresh  Avinds  from  the  S.  W.  with  some  sea  on. 
Weather  variable,  looking  well  and  ill  by  turns.  Barometer,  29.5, 
fluctuating  a  little.  Last  night  at  11 :30  a  ship  passed  us  going  with 
great  speed  before  half  a  gale  of  wind.  Hid  not  give  chase  on  account 
of  the  Aveather.  At  3:30  this  morning  another  sail  was  descried  on  the 
port  beam.  GaAre  chase,  dead  to  leeAvard;  came  up  Avith  the  chase  after 
about  three  hours’  pretty  close  run.  She  proved  to  be  a  Danish  ship. 
This  ship  stood  two  guns  before  heaving  to.  There  being  still  another 
sail  to  windward  of  us,  running  down  nearly  before  the  wind,  hove  to 
to  await  her  approach.  She  proved  to  be  a  French  schooner;  and  so 
we  wore  ship  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  Avestward.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  lay  to  to  await  the  approach  of  a  third  sail,  running  down  upon 
us.  She  proved  to  be  an  English  ship  from  St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 
Latitude,  41°  21'  12";  longitude,  59°  31'  30". 

Wednesday ,  October  15. — Blowing  half  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  S. 
W.;  Aveather  clear,  with  an  occasional  rain  squall.  At  7  a.  m.  dis¬ 
covered  a  sail  running  down  for  us.  A  Availed  her  approach  and  hove 
her  to  Avith  a  gun  at  about  8:30.  She  proved,  upon  being  boarded,  to 
be  the  North  American  bark  Lamplighter ,  of  Boston,  from  New  York 
to  Gibraltar,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco.  There  being  nothing  in  her 
papers  denoting  neutral  ownership  of  the  cargo,  burned  her.  The  sea 
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being  quite  heavy,  tlie  boats  had  a  rough  time  of  it  getting  on  board. 
Latitude,  41°  32'  47";  longitude,  59°  17'  45". 

Thursday ,  October  1G. — The  bad  weather  of  the  last  four  or  five  days 
culminated  to-day  in  one  of  the  severest  gales  of  wind  I  have  ever 
experienced.  It  did  not  last  a  great  while,  the  whole  being  over  in 
about  four  hours,  but  the  wind  blew  furiously  for  about  hall  of  this 
time,  forcing  the  ship  down  several  streaks  in  the  water,  although  she 
was  only  under  the  triangular  storm  staysail,  the  main  yard  having 
been  carried  away  (the  main  brace  bumkin  first  going)  and  the  main 
topsail  and  fore  staysail  blown  to  ribbons.  We  lost  also  the  lee  quarter 
and  stern  boats,  both  stove  by  the  force  of  the  sea.  A  very  heavy 
cross  sea  Avas  raised,  and  the  ship  labored  in  and  was  pounded  by  it 
at  a  terrible  rate.  The  gale  was  evidently  a  cyclone,  though  probably 
not  of  very  great  diameter,  and  the  vortex  of  the  gale  passed  over  us. 
We  took  the  wind  at  S.  W.,  which  hauled  to  about  S.,  and  after  blow¬ 
ing  heavily,  lulled  for  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour;  then  hauled 
in  a  feAV  minutes  to  about  N.  17.  W.  and  blew  in  the  furious  manner 
described.  The  barometer  sank  as  low  as  28.04.  At  2  p.  m.  the  barome¬ 
ter  had  risen  to  29.70,  but  fell  again  a  little  and  thenrose  again  gradually. 
The  rise  and  fall  of  the  barometer  Avere  both  very  rapid.  During  the 
violence  of  the  gale  the  scud  flew  very  low  and  with  great  rapidity, 
and  some  rain  fell,  though  not  a  great  deal.  The  surface  of  the  sea 
was  one  sheet  of  foam  and  spray  (the  latter  blinding  us)  from  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  wind.  In  the  afternoon  sent  down  the  two  pieces  of  the 
broken  main  yard  and  stripped  the  main  topsail  yard  of  the  fragments 
of  its  sail.  I  must  capture  another  ship  uoav  directly,  to  enable  me  to 
repair  damages  and  replace  my  boats.  No  observation  for  position. 
Rolling  and  tumbling  about  during  the  night  in  the  rough  and  irregu¬ 
lar  sea  raised  by  the  gale.  A  curious  result  of  the  gale  Avas  a  huge 
knot  into  which  a  strip  of  the  main  topsail,  the  clewline,  and  chain 
slicet  had  tied  themselves  in  a  hundred  involutions,  defying  all  extri¬ 
cation  but  by  the  knife.  Latitude,  D.  R.,  42°  16';  longitude,  59°  18b 

Friday ,  October  17. — Sea  somewhat  smoother,  but  the  weather  still 
very  bad.  The  Avind  is  from  the  S.E.  again,  and  the  sky  is  heavily 
overcast  in  every  direction,  and  Ave  liaAm  occasional  squalls  of  rain. 
Barometer  inclined  to  settle  again,  and  the  wind  to  haul  to  the  S.W. 
and  thence  probably  as  usual  to  the  N.  W.  There  would  seem  to  be  an 
almost  continual  gyration  of  the  winds  in  that  portion  of  the  sea  in 
which  Ave  liaA'e  been  for  the  last  two  weeks,  and  but  little  steady  sun¬ 
shine.  No  observation  again  to  day  for  position.  At  11  a.  m.  ran 
doAvn  for  a  ship  visible  on  our  starboard  beam.  She  proved  to  be  Eng¬ 
lish.  Wore  ship  again  to  the  westward.  Latitude,  D.  R.,  42°  00' ; 
longitude,  59°  4(5'.  Setting  up  the  main  rigging,  which  had  become 
loosened  by  the  terrible  strain  upon  it  in  the  late  gale.  Lightning 
from  the  S.  W.  to  N.  W. 

Saturday,  October  18. — The  weather,  which  I  had  hoped  would  become 
better  after  the  gale,  seems  to  grow  worse  and  Avorse.  We  had  an 
ugly  looking,  dark  night  last  night  with  the  wind  fresh  from  the 
S.  W.  and  rain.  We  kept  a  bright  lookout  to  prevent  being  run  over 
by  some  ship  running  down  before  the  wind.  In  the  morning  watch 
the  wind  hauled  to  the  N.  W.,  with  the  Aveatlier  still  thick  and  rainy. 
Employed  fishing  our  broken  main  yard  for  temporary  use.  An  ugly 
sea  on  still.  No  observation.  The  weather  showed  some  signs  of 
lighting  up  about  noon,  but  the  wind  freshened  soon  from  the  N.  W. 
and  blew  up  thick  and  hard  looking  again.  Supposed  latitude,  41°  25'; 
supposed  longitude,  59°  10k 
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Sunday ,  October  19. — Weather  better  to-day,  there  being  some  reluc¬ 
tant  .sunshine.  Loosed  and  dried  the  sails,  and  got  up  wet  clothing, 
etc.  Mustered  the  crew  at  11  a  m.,  but  set  them  at  work  immediately 
afterwards,  getting  the  main  yard  up  to  its  place,  and  cleaning  the 
arms,  which  had  all  been  afloat  in  the  gale,  and  had  become  rusted. 
The  necessity  of  the  case  will  excuse  the  work  on  Sunday.  Latitude, 
40°  21'  25";  longitude,  02°  08k 

Monday ,  October  20. — More  dirty  weather;  wind  from  the  westward, 
hauling  northward,  with  rain,  rain,  rain.  At  3:30  a.  m.,  descried  a 
sail  standing  to  the  eastward.  Wore  ship  and  gave  chase,  and  at  8:30 
fired  a  gun,  when  the  chase  hoisted  English  colors.  At  11,  showed 
English  colors  to  an  hermaphrodite  brig  running  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  She  showed  Dutch  colors.  Verily  we  are  in  luck,  since  out 
of  the  eleven  sail  last  overhauled,  nine  have  been  neutrals;  and  that, 
too,  almost  in  American  waters.  At  meridian,  a  heavy  cloud  came  up 
from  the  west,  and  burst  upon  us  in  a  squall  of  wind  and  rain;  and  a 
gale  of  wind  followed,  which  blew  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Bar¬ 
ometer  29.64.  A  large  sail  .passed  us  to  windward.  Wore  ship,  but 
did  not  chase,  on  account  of  the  gale.  We  have  thus  had  a  week  of 
consecutive  bad  weather,  near  the  midtile  of  October — a  month  gener¬ 
ally  remarkable  for  its  tine  weather  on  the  American  coast.  Latitude, 
40°  28';  longitude,  62°  40 7  45". 

Tuesday ,  October  21. — The  first  fine  morning  we  have  had  for  ten  days 
past.  The  northwester  of  yesterday  was  the  first  dry  wind  of  the  kind 
we  have  had  off  this  coast,  the  rotary  winds  generally  becoming  clear 
in  the  1ST.  E.  The  winds  have  rotated  with  singular  regularity  ever 
since  we  reached  the  meridian  of  Cape  Race,  generally  going  entirely 
round  the  compass  every  two  days,  or  two  and  a  half.  Chased  and 
spoke  an  English  bark,  from  New  York,  ten  days  out,  for  Queenstown. 
Nearly  calm  all  day;  ship  rolling  about  in  the  sea  left  by  the  northwest 
gale.  Toward  nightfall  the  wind  began  to  go  round  again,  hauling  to 
southward.  Latitude,  40°  18'  04" ;  longitude,  62°  40'  15".  A  large  sail 
in  sight  nearly  all  day,  but  could  not  chase  her  on  account  of  the  calm. 

Wednesday ,  October  22. — We  are  about  100  miles  to  the  southward 
and  eastward  of  George’s  Bank,  and  verily  we  seem  to  be  in  the  very 
caldron  in  which  all  the  storms  of  the  North  Atlantic  are  brewed. 
Notwithstanding  the  calm,  clear,  quiet  day  yesterday,  it  is  blowing  a 
gale  of  wind  to-day  from  the  S.  W.,  Avith  the  barometer  at  29.60  and 
falling.  Two  large  sail  have  passed  us,  and  we  have  been  unable  to 
chase  them  on  account  of  gale.  Latitude,  40°  167  by  account — no 
observation;  longitude,  64°17' by  account— no  observation.  The  gale 
increased  from  about  9  a.  m.,  and  has  blown  very  heavily  for  about  six 
hours,  raising  a  heavy  sea.  Wind  for  the  first  five  hours  about  S.  by 
W.,  hauling  at  4  p.  m.  to  the  westward.  At  8  p.  m.  wind  N.  W.  The 
barometer  fell  to  29.40.  Hove  the  ship  to,  under  close-reefed  main  try¬ 
sail  and  fore  staysail — hauling  down  the  latter  to  bring  her  more  up  to 
the  sea — and,  as  the  strength  of  the  gale  passed,  setting  the  fore  trysail. 
The  fore  rigging  having  stretched,  swiftered  it  in.  Rolling  and  plung¬ 
ing  into  the  sea,  head  and  stern,  and  taking  tons  of  water  on  the  deck 
all  night. 

Thursday ,  October  23. — The  gale  is  broken,  but  the  bad  weather  con¬ 
tinues.  We  just  saved  the  latitude  at  noon  by  getting  the  sun  for  a 
few  minutes  between  two  dense  banks  of  clouds,  which  soon  afterwards 
closed  and  set  into  rain.  Barometer  settling  again.  At  daylight  des¬ 
cried  a  brig  to  leeward;  ran  down  for,  under  close  topsails.  She  proved 
to  be  English.  Two  other  sails  were  reported  from  aloft,  but  as  they 
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were  running  off  to  the  eastward  did  not  chase,  we  haying  drifted  60 
miles  to  the  S.  E.  during  the  blow  of  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and 
my  great  desire  being  to  get  to  the  westward.  Latitude,  39°  34 V  50" ; 
longitude,  63°  26'.  About  4  p.  m.  a  large  ship  was  descried  run¬ 
ning  to  the  eastward  under  main  royal,  notwithstanding  the  freshness 
of  the  breeze.  Bore  away  a  few  points  and  waited  for  her.  Hoisted 
English  blue,  when  the  stranger  showed  North  American  colors. 
Hauled  down  the  English  ensign,  hoisted  our  own,  and  when  the  sail 
was  within  half  a  mile  or  less,  fired  a  bow  gun.  She  immediately  hove 
to,  when  we  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  and  brought  her  master  on 
board  with  his  papers.  Brought  the  crew  on  board  and  fired  the  prize 
at  about  10  p.  m.,  when  avc  filled  away.  We  have  experienced  a  current 
of  2  knots  and  more  per  hour  to  the  eastward  and  southward  and  east- 
ward  for  the  last  two  days,  so  that  what  Avith  the  gales  and  the  cur¬ 
rents  avc  are  more  than  a  degree  to  the  eastward  ot  where  we  were  two 
days  ago. 

The  Lafayette — ship  and  cargo  condemned. 

The  cargo  of  this  ship  was  condemned  by  me  as  enemy’s  property, 
notwithstanding  there  were  depositions  of  the  shippers  that  it  had 
been  purchased  by  them  on  neutral  account.  These  ex  parte  statements 
are  precisely  such  as  every  unscrupulous  merchant  would  prepare  to 
deceive  his  enemy  and  save  his  property  from  capture.  There  are  two 
shipping  houses  in  the  case;  that  of  Craig  &  Nicoll,  and  that  of  Mont- 
gomeryBros.;  Messrs  Craig  &  Nicoll  say  that  the  grain  shipped  by 
them  belongs  to  Messrs.  Shaw  &  Finlay,  and  to  Messrs.  Hamilton, 
Megault,  and  Thompson,  all  of  Belfast,  to  which  port  the  ship  is  bound, 
but  the  grain  is  not  consigned  to  them,  and  they  could  not  demand 
possession  of  it,  under  the  bill  of  lading,  it  being  consigned  to  order, 
thus  leaving  the  control  of  the  hands  of  the  shippers.  The  shippers, 
further,  instead  of  sending  this  grain  on  freight  in  a  general  ship,  con¬ 
signed  to  the  owners,  they  paying  the  freight,  charter  the  whole  ship, 
and  stipulate  themselves  for  the  payment  of  the  freight.  If  this  prop 
erty  had  been  bona  fide  the  property  of  the  parties  in  Belfast,  named 
in  the  depositions,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  gone  consigned  to  them, 
under  a  bill  of  lading  authorizing  them  to  demand  possession  of  it,  and 
the  agreement  with  the  ship  would  have  been  that  the  consignees  and 
owners  should  pay  the  freight  upon  delivery.  Even  if  this  property 
were  purchased,  as  pretended,  by  Messrs.  Craig  &  Nicoll,  for  the  parties 
named,  still  their  not  consigning  it  to  them,  and  delivering  to  them  the 
proper  bill  of  lading  passing  the  possession,  left  the  property  under 
the  dominion  of  Craig  &  A i coll,  and  as  such  liable  to  capture.  The 
property  attempted  to  be  covered  by  the  Messrs.  Montgomery,  is 
shipped  by  Montgomery  Bros.,  of  New  York,  and  consigned  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  Bros,  in  Belfast  ;  and  the  title  to  the  property  so  far  as  appears 
from  the  bill  of  lading  is  in  the  latter  house,  or  in  the  branch  house  in 
NeAV  York.  Further,  the  mere  formal  papers  of  a  ship  and  cargo  prove 
nothing,  unless  properly  verified,  and  in  this  case  the  master  of  the 
ship,  although  a  part  owner  of  the  ship,  and  whose  duty  it  was  upon 
taking  in  a  cargo  in  time  of  war  to  be  informed  of  all  the  circumstances 
attending  it  and  connected  with  the  ownership,  knew  nothing  except 
what  ho  learned  from  the  face  of  the  papers.  These  certificates  there¬ 
fore  were  pronounced  a  fraud,  and  cargo  as  well  as  the  ship  condemned. 

Third  Phillimore,  610-612,  to  the  effect  that  if  the  goods  are  going  for 
account  of  the  shipper,  or  subject  to  his  order  or  control,  as  in  this  case, 
the  property  is  not  divested  in  transitu.  The  goods  shipped  by  Craig 
&  Nicoll  were  consigned  to  their  order,  as  has  been  seen. 
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As  to  tlie  Montgomerys,  see  3  Phillimore,  005,  to  the  effect  that  if  a 
person  he  a  partner  in  a  house  of  trade  in  an  enemy’s  country  he  is,  as 
to  the  consignors  and  trade  of  that  house,  deemed  an  enemy,  and  his 
share  is  liable  to  confiscation  as  such,  notwithstanding  his  own  resi¬ 
dence  is  in  a  neutral  country,  etc.  Further,  the  property  consigned  to 
Montgomery  Bros.,  even  admitting  the  Belfast  house  not  to  be  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  Newr  York  house,  is  liable  to  the  same  objection  as  in  the 
case  of  Craig  &  Nicoll,  since  although  the  property  is  described  as 
belonging  to  a  party  in  Sligo,  there  is  no  bill  of  lading  among  the  papers 
authorizing  that  party  to  demand  the  possession.  The  property  is  not 
divested,  therefore,  in  transitu. 

Third  Phillimore,  599,  to  the  effect  that  “  further  proof”  is  always 
necessary  where  the  master  can  not  swear  to  the  ownership  of  the  prop¬ 
erty,  as  in  this  case.  And  as  I  can  not  send  my  prizes  in  for  adjudi¬ 
cation,  I  must  of  necessity  condemn  in  all  cases  where  u further  proof” 
is  necessary,  since  the  granting  of  “  further  proof  ”  proceeds  on  the 
presumption  that  the  neutrality  of  the  cargo  is  not  sufficiently  estab¬ 
lished;  and  where  the  neutrality  of  the  property  does  not  fully  appear 
from  the  ship’s  papers  and  the  master’s  deposition,  I  have  the  right  to 
act  upon  the  presumption  o*' enemy’s  property. 

Friday ,  October  24. — A  fine  day,  though  with  a  fresh  and  cool  norther. 
At  10:30  caused  a  sail,  which  we  had  overhauled,  to  show  English 
colors.  She  proved  to  be  (as  seen  on  her  stern,  my  usual  mode  of  veri¬ 
fying  the  flag,  though  I  sometimes  board)  from  St.  Andrews,  Yew  Bruns¬ 
wick.  It  was  smooth  enough  to-day,  for  the  first  time  in  ten  days,  to 
exercise  the  men  at  the  battery.  Latitude,  4CP  04';  longitude,  02°  057; 
strong  easterly  current  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  I  perceive  by 
the  newspapers  found  on  board  the  prize  that  the  enemy  has  learned 
of  our  captures  off  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland.  Of  course  he  is  in  full 
pursuit  by  this  time. 

Saturday,  October  25. — Weather  clear  and  cloudy;  wind  light,  from  the 
eastward,  and  sea  becoming  smooth.  Sighted  a  sail  standing  about 
north,  free,  as  on  this  course;  she  vras  proably  bound  for  some  port  in 
Nova  Scotia;  presumed  her  to  be  English,  and  did  not  chase.  Latitude, 
39°  57';  longitude,  63°  18;  15";  a  current  of  about  a  knot  an  hour,  east. 

Sunday ,  October  26. — Wind  from  the  eastward;  light  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  becoming  quite  fresh  in  the  afternoon.  A  bark  passed  to  wind¬ 
ward  of  us,  which  we  chased  for  a  short  while,  but  finding  the  chase 
likely  to  be  a  long  one  and  to  the  eastward  discontinued  it.  Another 
sail  meanwhile  having  been  discovered  on  our  weather  quarter,  we 
gave  chase  to  it.  It  passed  some  4  miles  to  windward  of  us,  and  I  had 
but  little  hope  of  overhauling  her.  I  tried  the  effect  of  a  shot  or  two 
in  her  direction,  and  to  my  surprise  she  hove  to.  Beat  up  to  her,  she 
showing  North  American  colors;  boarded  and  took  possession  of  her. 
She  proved  to  be  the  schooner  Crenshaw ,  from  New  York,  three  days 
out,  bound  for  Glasgow,  Brought  the  crew  on  board  and  burned  her, 
and  filled  away  on  our  course  to  the  westward.  Latitude,  40°  1L  28"; 
longitude,  64°  32'  15".  Mustered  the  crew.  We  learn  by  the  papers 
that  several  of  the  enemy’s  gunboats  are  in  pursuit  of  us;  probably 
gone  off  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  the  Vanderbilt  among  the 
number.  While  they  are  running  from  New  York  I  am  running 
toward  it. 

Case  of  the  schooner  Crenshaw — ship  and  cargo  condemned. 

This  vessel  was  captured  under  the  North  American  flag,  and  had 
on  board  a  North  American  register;  there  is,  therefore,  no  question 
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as  to  the  ship.  There  has  been  an  attempt  to  cover  the  cargo,  but 
without  success.  The  shippers  are  Francis  Macdonald  &  Co.,  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  and  a  Mr.  James  Hutchison,  also  of  New  \ork, 
deposes  before  the  British  consul  that  ‘‘the  goods  specified  in  the 
annexed  bills  of  lading  were  shipped  on  board  the  schooner  Crenshaw 
for  and  on  account  of  subjects  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  and  that  the 
said  goods  are  wholly  and  bona  fide  the  property  of  British  subjects.'' 
No  British  subject  is  named  in  the  deposition,  and  no  person  is  there¬ 
fore  entitled  to  claim  under  it.  Further,  even  admitting  the  goods  to 
have  been  purchased  on  British  account,  the  shipper  has  not  divested 
himself  of  the  possession  by  a  proper  consignment,  under  a  proper  bill 
of  lading.  The  property  is  consigned  to  the  order  of  the  shipper,  which 
leaves  it  entirely  under  his  control,  and  it  having  left  the  port  of  New 
York  as  his  property,  the  title  can  not  be  changed  while  the  property 
is  in  transitu. 

As  to  the  first  point,  to  wit,  the  failure  to  point  out  some  particular 
British  owner  of  the  property,  see  3  Phillimore,  596,  to  the  following 
effect : 

If  in  th'e  ship’s  papers  property  in  a  voyage  from  an  enemy’s  port  be  described 
“for  neutral  account,”  this  is  such  a  general  mode  as  points  to  no  designation  what¬ 
ever;  and  under  such  a  description,  no  person  can  say  that  the  cargo  belongs  to  him, 
or  can  entitle  himself  to  the  possession  of  it,  as  his  property,  etc. 

And  as  to  the  second  point,  to  wit,  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  ship¬ 
per  to  divest  himself  of  the  title  and  control  of  the  property,  by  a  proper 
bill  of  lading,  see  3  Phillimore,  610-612,  as  follows,  viz : 

In  ordinary  shipments  of  goods,  unaffected  by  the  foregoing  principles,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  proprietary  interest  often  turns  on  minute  circumstances  and  distinctions, 
the  general  principle  being  that  if  they  are  going  for  account  of  the  shipper,  or 
subject  to  his  order  or  control,  the  property  is  not  divested  in  transitu ,  etc. 

Monday,  October  27. — Another  gale  of  wind!  In  the  midwatch  last 
night  the  barometer  commenced  falling,  and  by  3  this  afternoon  it  had 
gone  down  to  29.33,  where  it  remained  stationary  for  awhile  and  then 
began  to  rise  slowly,  being  at  29.45  at  8  p.  m.  The  wind  began  to  blow 
freshly  from  the  south,  and  hauled  gradually  to  the  westward,  the  barom¬ 
eter  commencing  to  rise  when  the  wind  was  about  W.  S.  W.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  gale  we  had  the  weather  very  thick,  with  heavy  squalls  of 
rain,  the  weather  clearing  about  nightfall,  with  the  wind  from  W.  S. 
W.  In  the  midst  of  a  heavy  squall  of  wind  and  rain,  and  with  a  heavy 
sea  on,  we  discovered  a  brig  close  aboard  of  us  on  our  weather  quarter, 
but  as  we  were  on  opposite  tacks  we  soon  increased  our  distance  from 
each  other.  Wore  ship  and  hove  to,  under  close-reefed  trysails,  on  the 
starboard  tack.  Being  about  a  degree  to  the  southward  of  George’s 
Bank,  got  a  cast  of  the  lead  at  7  p.  in.,  with  no  bottom  at  85  fathoms. 
Latitude,  39°  47';  longitude,  68°  06'  a  little  over  200  miles  from  New 
York. 

Tuesday ,  October  2S. — Weather  cloudy,  with  light  winds  from  the 
north,  hauling  to  the  eastward.  The  heavy  sea,  from  the  effects  of  the 
gale  of  yesterday,  continued  all  day,  rolling  and  tumbling  us  about 
and  keeping  the  deck  flooded  with  water.  In  the  morning  watch 
descried  a  brig  running  oft"  to  the  southward.  She  being  some  distance 
off  and  running  in  the  wrong  direction,  did  not  chase.  Soon  afterwards 
another  sail  was  reported  to  the  westward,  standing  in  our  direction. 
Shaped  a  course  to  head  her  off,  and  at  11  a.  m.,  having  approached 
her  within  half  a  mile,  hoisted  the  English  blue.  The  stranger  show¬ 
ing  the  North  American  colors,  hove  him  to  with  a  gun,  and  hoisted 
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our  own  colors.  Brought  the  master  on  board  with  his  papers,  aud 
finding  the  cargo  condemnable,  got  the  crew  on  board,  and  fired  tiie 
ship  and  filled  away  on  our  course.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the  bark 
Lauraetta ,  of  Boston,  from  Hew  York  for  Madeira  and  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  Received  papers  as  late  as  the  24tli.  The  intelligence  of  onr 
captures  (as  late  as  the  Brilliant )  seems  to  have  created  great  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  commerce  in  Hew  Yrork.  Latitude,  39°  18'  47";  longi¬ 
tude,  67°  35b 


Case  of  the  Lauraetta — ship  and  cargo  condemned. 

This  ship  being  under  American  colors,  with  an  American  (United 
States)  register,  no  question  arises  as  to  the  ship.  There  are  two 
shippers  of  tbe  cargo,  Messrs.  Chamberlaiu,  I'helps  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  13. 
J.  Burden,  both  houses  of  Hew  York  City.  Chamberlain,  Phelps  &  Co. 
ship  1,424  barrels  of  flour  and  a  lot  of  pipe  staves,  to  be  delivered  at 
Gibraltar  or  Messina,  to  their  own  order;  and  225  kegs  of  nails  to  be 
delivered  at  Messina,  to  Mariano  Costarelli.  The  bill  of  lading  for  the 
flour  and  staves  has  the  following  endorsement,  sworn  to  before  a 
notary : 

State,  city,  and  county  of  New  York:  Louis  Contencin,  being  duly  sworn,  says 
that  he  is  clerk  with  Chamberlain,  Phelps  &  Co.,  and  that  part  of  tbe  merchandise 
in  the  within  bill  of  lading  is  the  property  of  subjects  of  the  King  of  Italy. 

This  certificate  is  of  no  force  or  effect  for  its  generality.  It  points  to 
no  one  as  the  owner  of  the  merchandise,  and  no  person  could  claim  it 
under  the  certificate.  (See  3  Phillimore,  590.)  Further,  the  property 
is  consigned  tothe  order  of  the  shipper.  The  title  therefore  remains  in 
him  and  can  not  be  divested  in  transitu.  (See  3  Phillimore  610-6L2.) 
The  contingent  destination  of  this  property,  too,  shows  that  it  was 
property  for  a  market.  It  was  to  be  delivered  either  at  Gibraltar  or 
Messina,  as  tbe  shipper  might  determine — probably  upon  advices  by 
steamer,  before  the  ship  should  reach  her  destination.  She  was  to 
stop,  as  we  have  seen,  at  Madeira,  which  would  give  ample  time  for  the 
decision. 

The  bill  of  lading  for  the  225  kegs  of  nails  has  a  similar  endorsement 
except  that  it  is  averred  that  the  whole  of  tbe  property  belongs  to  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  King  of  Italy.  It  is  not  sworn  that  the  property  belongs  to 
Costarelli,  tbe  consignee,  and  for  aught  that  appears  Costarelli  is  the 
agent  of  the  shipper  to  receive  this  consignment  on  his  (the  shipper’s) 
account.  The  presumption  being  that,  notwithstanding  a  consignment 
in  due  form  by  an  enemy  shipper  to  a  neutral,  the  property  is  enemy’s 
property  until  the  contrary  is  shown.  The  consignment  alone  does  not 
show  the  property  to  be  vested  in  Costarelli;  and  the  certificate  does 
not  indicate  him  as  the  owner.  Although  Costarelli  could  demand  pos¬ 
session  of  the  goods,  under  this  consignment,  he  could  not  claim  to  hold 
them  as  his  property  under  the  certificate.  There  is  therefore  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  show  that  he  is  not  the  mere  agent  of  the  shipper.  What 
renders  this  conclusion  still  more  clear  is  that  if  tbe  goods  had  really 
belonged  to  Costarelli  it  would  have  been  so  stated  in  the  certificate. 
Why  say  that  the  goods  belonged  to  u  subjects  of  the  King  of  Italy,” 
when  the  consignee  was  the  real  owner? 

The  property  shipped  by  H.  J.  Burden  consists  of  998  barrels  of  flour 
and  290  boxes  of  herring,  and  is  consigned  to  Charles  R.  Blandy,  esq., 
at  Funchal,  Madeira.  The  shipper,  II.  J.  Burden,  makes  the  following 
affidavit  before  tbe  British  consul  in  Hew  York,  to  wit,  “  that  all  and 
singular  the  goods  specified  in  the  annexed  bill  of  lading  were  shipped 
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by  H.  J.  Burden  in  the  bark  Lauraetta ,  for  and  on  account  of  H.  J. 
Burden,  subjects  of  her  Britannic  Majesty.”  Mr.  Burden  may  be  a  very 
good  subject  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  but  he  describes  himself  as  of 
42  Beaver  street,  New  York,  and  seems  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
his  domicile  for  the  purposes  of  trade  in  the  enemy’s  country  makes  him 
an  enemy,  quoad  all  his  transactions  in  that  country.  Further,  if  the 
H.  J.  Burden,  the  shipper,  is  not  one  and  the  same  person  with  the  H. 
J.  Burden  for  whom  the  property  is  claimed,  then  there  is  nothing  in 
the  papers  to  show  that  the  property  is  vested  in  the  latter,  since  it  is 
not  consigned  to  him,  nor  is  it  shown  that  the  consignee,  Charles  B. 
Blandy,  esq.,  is  his  agent.  The  presumption,  in  the  absence  ol  proof,  is 
that  the  consignee  is  the  agent  of  the  shipper. 

Wednesday,  October  29—  Cloudy  day,  ending  with  rain  and  a  N.  E. 
wind.  At  10  a.  m.  hove  to  and  let  down  the  propeller  and  put  the 
ship  under  steam.  Chased  and  overhauled  a  Dutch  bark,  and  toward 
nightfall  came  up  with  the  North  American  brigantine  Baron  de  Cas- 
tine ,  from  Bangor,  with  lumber  for  Cardenas.  The  vessel  being  old 
and  of  little  value,  I  released  on  a  ransom  bond  and  converted  her 
into  a  cartel,  sending  some  forty-five  prisoners  on  board  of  her — the 
crews  of  the  three  last  ships  burned.  Stood  N.  W.  by  W. 

Thursday ,  October  30.—  Last  night  the  N.  E.  wind  freshened  and 
raised  some  sea.  This  morning  it  is  blowing  half  a  gale  with  a  wild¬ 
looking  sky;  several  sail  in  sight,  among  others  the  Dutch  bark  we 
overhauled  yesterday.  Weather  clearing  somewhat  by  noon.  This 
morning  the  engineer  reported  that,  upon  inspection  of  the  coal  bunkers, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  we  had  no  more  than  four  days’  coal  on  board. 
Being  still  220  miles  from  New  York  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  for  the 
presentthe  idea  of  appearing  off  that  city,  and  making  a  capture  or  two 
in  the  very  presence  of  the  enemy.  Let  the  fires  go  down,  lowered  the 
propeller,  and  made  sail  to  the  southward  aud  eastward  for  our  coal 
depot.  Total  captures  to-day,  21;  burned,  18;  released  as  cartels  3. 
Latitude,  39°  18'  30";  longitude,  69°  12'. 

Friday ,  October  31. — A  fine  day,  with  a  pleasant  breeze  from  the 
southward  and  westward,  and  summer-looking  clouds.  Standing  to 
southward  and  eastward.  We  have  passed  out  of  the  track  of  com¬ 
merce,  and  have  seen  nothing  to-day.  Latitude,  37°  51'  50";  longitude, 
67°  34'. 

Saturday ,  November  1. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  light  airs  nearly  all  day. 
Overhauled  two  sail,  a  French  and  an  English  bark.  Made  sail  at 
nightfall  again  on  our  course.  Latitude,  30°  15' ;  longitude,  05°  55'  15". 

Sunday ,  November  2. — A  fine  day, with  light  winds  from  the  S.  E.  At 
8:30  gave  chase  to  a  ship  to  the  N.  W.  At  11  mustered  the  crew  and 
read  the  articles  of  war.  At  11:30  hoisted  the  North  American  flag, 
being  some  4  miles  distant  from  the  chase,  the  chase  responding  with 
the  same  colors.  At  12:30  hove  the  chase  to  with  a  gun;  and  having 
come  up  with  her,  sent  a  boat  on  board  aud  brought  the  master  along¬ 
side  with  his  papers.  She  proved  to  be  the  whaling  ship  Levi  Starbuck , 
five  days  out  of  New  Bedford,  bound  on  a  voyage  of  thirty  months  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Received  from  her  such  articles  as  we  needed, 
brought  the  crew  on  board,  consisting  of  twenty-nine  persons,  and  a 
little  after  nightfall  set  fire  to  her,  and  filled  away  to  the  southward. 
Papers  to  the  28th  ultimo.  No  news  of  importance;  the  armies  on  the 
Potomac  remaining  in  statu  quo.  The  Yankee  fleet  is  bestirring  itself 
in  our  pursuit.  Latitude,  36°  13' 26" ;  longitude,  66°  01' 15". 

Monday ,  November  3. — Clear  and  cloudy,  with  banks  of  clouds  in  the 
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N.  W.  and  X.  E.  Wind  liglit  from  tlie  eastward,  hauling  to  S.  at  9  a. 
m.  Xearly  calm  at  meridian,  and  the  ship  rolling  about  in  a  confused 
and  heavy  sea,  coming  mostly  from  the  S.  E.  The  weather  is  quite 
warm,  and  the  barometer  has  gone  down  to  29.60.  There  is  doubtless 
a  gale  approaching.  Latitude,  35°  17';  longitude,  67°  11'.  Strong 
westerly  current  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  probably  W.  S.  W. 

Tuesday ,  November  4. — The  wind  hauled  to  the  X.  W.  and  thence  X. 
last  night,  and  blew  a  fresh  gale  all  night.  This  morning  the  weather 
is  cloudy,  with  occasional  clear  patches  in  the  sky;  making  9  and  10 
knots  S.  E.  Barometer  nearly  up  to  30  again.  Afternoon,  sky  obscured 
in  every  direction  by  dull,  heavy  looking  black  clouds;  wind  fresh  from 
the  X.  Latitude,  34°  27'  17";  longitude,  63°  30'.  We  received  from 
the  last  prize  a  large  number  of  cabbages  and  turnips,  very  necessary 
antiscorbutics  for  the  crew,  as  they  have  been  now  some  seventv  days 
on  salt  diet. 

Wednesday :  November  5. — Cloudy,  gloomy  looking  day,  with  the  wind 
fresh  from  the  east.  We  have- passed  Bermuda,  “the  still  vexed,”  and 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  make  our  easting  just  in  time;  as  we 
have  been  unable  to  head  higher  than  S.  by  E.  all  day.  We  have  been 
passing  through  a  track  of  the  sea  but  seldom  crossed  by  a  sail;  but 
about  day  after  to-morrow  we  shall  enter  the  track  of  vessels  from  the 
Capes  Horn  and  Good  Hope  for  Xew  York,  and  also  that  of  outward- 
bound  West  India  vessels.  Latitude,  31°  34'  11";  longitude,  61°  27'. 

Thursday ,  November  6. — Morning  heavy  and  cloudy,  with  a  moderate 
breeze  from  the  southward  and  eastward,  hauling  to  the  S.  S.  W.  at  night¬ 
fall,  and  the  weather  clearing  and  becoming  pleasant.  At  4  a.  m. 
aroused  by  a  report  of  a  sail  in  the  X.  W.  Gave  chase,  there  being  a 
bright  moon,  and  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour  hove  the  chase  to  with 
a  gun,  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  French 
bark  Susanne ,  from  Laguna,  with  logwood,  for  Havre.  The  master, 
having  let  his  chronometer  run  down  and  not  knowing  his  position, 
sent  me  a  request  for  the  longitude,  Avhich  I  sent  him.  Wore  ship  and 
brought  by  the  wind  to  the  south Avard.  Latitude,  29°  05' ;  longitude, 
61°  22'. 

Friday ,  November  7. — Cloudy  and  clear,  and  squally  and  rainy,  with 
the  wind  about  south,  or  nearly  dead  ahead.  We  are,  hoAvever,  mak¬ 
ing  easting,  which  is  Avell.  Latitude,  29°  03'  55";  longitude,  59°  22' 
45". 

Saturday ,  November  8. — Fine,  clear  weather,  with  the  Avind  moderate 
from  the  eastward.  In  the  midwatch  a  sail  was  reported,  a  schooner 
standing  south.  Wore  ship  (1:30  a  m.)  and  gave  chase.  Soon  after 
daylight,  the  chase  being  some  5  miles  dead  to  windward  of  us,  a  ship 
was  discovered  standing  to  the  northward  and  westAvard.  Discon¬ 
tinued  the  chase  of  the  schooner,  Avore  ship,  and  gave  chase  to  the 
ship.  At  10  a.  m.,  the  second  chase  having  approached  within  a  mile 
of  us  (we  having  United  States  colors  flying),  hove  her  to  with  a  gun, 
and  a  change  of  flags.  Sent  a  boat  and  brought  the  master  on  board. 
She  proved  to  be  the  ship  T.  B.  Wales,  of  Boston,  from  Calcutta  for 
Boston,  There  being  no  claim  of  neutral  property  among  the  papers, 
and  the  master  having  no  knowledge  on  the  subject,  except  that  the 
linseed  belonged  to  the  owner  of  the  ship,  condemned  both  ship  and 
cargo.  A  large  portion  of  this  cargo  was  consigned  to  the  house  of 
Baring  Bros.,  Boston,  among  Avhich  were  1,704  bags  of  saltpeter,  con¬ 
traband  of  Avar,  which  would  have  condemned  all  the  property  of  the 
Barings,  even  if  proof  of  ownership  had  been  found  on  board,  which 
was  not.  We  are  to  be  embarrassed  with  two  females,  and  some  chil- 
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dren,  the  master  having  his  wife  with  him,  and  a  passenger  and  wife. 
I  shall  bestow  them  upon  the  ward  room,  having  a  couple  ol  state¬ 
rooms  vacated  for  them.  Poor  women  !  They  are  suffering  for  the  sins 
of  their  wicked  countrymen  who  are  waging  this  murderous  war  upon 
us.  Latitude,  29°  15' ;  longitude,  57°  57k  Another  sail  was  descried 
from  aloft  about  nightfall,  and  a  light  was  seen  alter  night,  but  we 
did  not  get  hold  of  the  sail.  Just  at  nightfall,  having  gotten  all  the 
prisoners  on  board  from  the  prize,  and  got  her  main  yard  on  board  to 
replace  ours,  carried  away,  we  set  lire  to  her  and  filled  away  on  our 
course.  Nine  of  the  crew  of  this  ship  volunteered,  and  were  shipped 
as  part  of  our  own  crew — a  prize  more  valuable  than  the  prize  itsell. 

/Sunday,  November  9. — A  fine,  clear  day,  with  the  wind  from  the  east¬ 
ward,  giving  us  an  hour  or  so  of  calm,  which  is  probably  all  the  calm 
we  shall  experience,  as  I  think  we  already  have  the  “trades”  in 
latitude  27£  [27°  30'].  My  menage  lias  become  quite  home  like  with  the 
presence  of  women  and  the  merry  voices  of  children.  We  have  had  a 
quiet  Sabbath  day,  there  being  nothing  in  sight.  Mustered  the  crew. 
We  are  now  quite  strong,  numbering  110  men.  Latitude,  27°  51'  42"; 
longitude,  58°  24'  30". 

Monday,  November  10. — Weather  fine,  with  an  occasional  light  shower 
of  rain,  and  wind  from  N.  W.  hauling  to  N.  N.  E.  Too  much  sea  on  to 
exercise  the  battery.  Nothing  seen.  Latitude,  25°  40'  14" ;  longitude, 
57°  50k 

Tuesday,  November  11. — I  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  1  had 
taken  the  “trades”  day  before  yesterday,  as  we  are  in  the  calm  belt 
to-day,  with  the  wind  light  and  variable.  In  the  morning  watch 
descried  a  sail  to  the  northward  of  us.  Wore  ship  and  awaited  her 
approach,  as  she  was  running  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  At  10 
a.  m.  showed  United  States  colors  to  the  chase,  which  responded  with 
the  English.  It  being  calm,  we  sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her.  She  was 
from  New  York  (fourteen  days)  bound  for  Demerara.  No  news  and  no 
newspapers.  Scraping  and  painting  boats,  etc.  Latitude,  24°  05'  36" ; 
longitude,  57°  36'  30".  Another  sail  Avas  reported  at  3 : 30  p.  m.  Hauled 
up  S.  E.  for  her  and  at  8  p.  m.,  having  approached  each  other  (in  the 
darkness)  within  about  a  mile,  fired  a  blank  cartridge,  and  lowered  a 
boat  (the  Avind  being  very  light).  The  sail  not  heaving  to,  fired  a  shot 
over  her,  Avhieh  had  the  desired  effect.  She  proved  to  be  an  English 
bark  from  Demerara  for  Cork.  Had  lost  her  mate  a  day  or  two  ago 
with  yellow  fever,  and  the  master  and  another  of  the  crew  were  down 
with  it.  As  Ave  approached  this  vessel,  another  light  became  suddenly 
visible  in  the  uncertain  darkness,  apparently  a  large  ship.  Called  ail 
hands  to  quarters.  It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  the  second  light 
Avas  on  board  of  the  brig  we  had  boarded  in  the  morning.  Hoisted  up 
our  boat  and  made  sail  on  our  course,  S.  by  E. 

Wednesday,  November  12. — Still  in  the  calms.  Wind  light  aud  shift¬ 
ing,  and  light  squalls  of  rain.  The  English  brig  of  yesterday  still  in 
company.  Latitude,  22°  58'  13";  longitude,  57°  37'  45".  A  heavy 
shower  of  rain  in  the.  afternoon,  wind  continuing  light  and  baffling, 
with  intervals  of  calm. 

Thursday,  November  13. — A  clear,  pleasant  day,  with  fleecy,  trade- 
looking  clouds,  butthewind  light  from  the  south,  from  which  quarter  it 
has  been  steady  for  five  or  six  hours.  The  weather  is  becoming  warm, 
and  the  sun  begins  to  draw  the  pitch  out  of  the  deck.  Painting  ship 
outside,  and  “  biding  our  time  ”  for  the  “  trades  ”  to  come  along.  Lati¬ 
tude,  22°  08'  08";  longitude,  57°  43'  30". 

Friday,  November  14. — Heavy  cloud  banks  around  us  in  the  morn- 
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ing,  with  the  wind  from  the  southward  and  squally  with  rain,  clearing 
at  noon.  Just  at  8  p.  m.  last  night  a  sail  passed  us  suddenly  on  the 
port  (opposite  tack).  Wore  ship  immediately,  but  the  strange  sail 
shooting  into  a  dense  rain  cloud  was  lost  to  view  in  a  few  minutes. 
Hauled  the  ship  by  tne  wind.  At  10  p.  in.  descried  a  sail  on  our  port 
beam,  the  same  doubtless  which  had  passed  us  in  the  gloom  of  the 
night,  a  few  hours  before.  The  weather  now  cleared  and  the  night 
became  beautifully  starlit,  and  after  11  p.  m.  moonlit.  Gave  chase  to 
the  sail,  and  at  1 :  30  a.  m.  came  up,  and  spoke  her.  She  proved  to  be 
the  same  brig  we  had  boarded  two  days  before — the  Milo  (English), 
from  New  York  for  Demerara.  We  are  still  in  the  calms.  The  wind 
being  light,  and  variable  from  the  S.  to  S.  E.,  and  that,  too,  in  lati¬ 
tude  21°.  Latitude,  21°  1L  24";  longitude,  57°  49'  30". 

Saturday ,  November  15. — A  bright,  clear  day,  with  the  trade  wind 
at  last,  from  about  east.  At  daylight  two  sails  were  descried  on  our 
port  bow.  One  of  them  a  rakish  looking  barkentine,  some  8  or  9  miles 
to  windward  of  us,  and  holding  her  wind.  Without  steam  it  was  use¬ 
less  to  chase  this  vessel,  though  she  was  to  all  appearances  an  enemy. 
The  other  sail  soon  appeared  to  be  running  down  m  our  direction,  so 
we  kept  our  sails  liftiugto  deaden  headway,  and  awaited  her  approach. 
We  showed  United  States  colors,  to  which  the  chase  responded  with 
Spanish.  For  the  purpose  of  verification,  bore  up  as  she  passed  us 
and  spoke  her.  There  was  evidently  a  Spanish  crew  on  her  decks,  and 
she  was  from  Cadiz  for  Havana.  Hauled  up  on  our  course,  S.  S.  W. 

Sunday ,  November  id.— Beautiful,  clear  weather,  witli  a  moderate 
“trade”  from  about  E.  by  S.  Woolen  clothes  becoming  uncomfortable. 
At  11a.  m.  mustered  the  crew  and  inspected  the  ship.  A  quiet  Sab¬ 
bath  day  with  nothing  m  sight.  Our  ship  begins  to  look  quite  like  a 
ship  of  war,  with  her  battery  in  fine  order,  her  decks  cleap,  freshly 
painted  outside,  masts  scraped,  etc.,  and  the  crew  well  disciplined. 
Thus  far  I  have  never  seen  a  better  disposed  or  more  orderly  crew. 
They  have  come  very  kindly  into  the  traces.  Latitude,  18°  00'  18"; 
longitude,  59°  27'  15". 

Monday ,  November  17. — Weather  fine,  with  wind  from  E.N.E.  Run¬ 
ning  before  the  wind  with  studding  sails  set  on  both  sides.  At  2  p.  m. 
made  the  island  of  Dominica,  half  a  point  on  the  starboard  bow.  Lati¬ 
tude,  15°  51'  58";  longitude,  G0°  20'. 

Tuesday ,  November  18. — Weather  fine,  with  an  occasional  light 
sprinkle  of  rain  from  a  trade  cloud.  Having  made  the  N.  end  of 
Martinique,  at  4  a.  m.  we  lowered  the  propeller  and  got  up  steam,  and 
just  at  daybreak  put  the  ship  in  motion  under  her  steam  power.  At 
10  a.  m.,  having  passed  St.  Pierre,  we  arrived  in  Fort  de  France  and 
anchored.  We  found  the  bark  Agrippina  here  laden  with  coal  for  us. 
She  had  been  dispatched  from  Cardiff  to  this  rendezvous,  and  had 
been  here  eight  days  awaiting  us.  Sent  a  lieutenant  to  call  on  the 
governor  and  wrote  him  a  note  informing  him  of  our  arrival.  He 
replied  very  politely,  extending  to  us  the  hospitality  of  the  port.  After 
nightfall  the  Agrippina  got  underway  and  proceeded  for  another 
rendezvous.  At  night  a  number  of  the  men  were  discovered  to  be 
drunk,  and  there  being  some  excitement  in  the  ship,  produced  by  these 
men  and  the  deserter  Forrest,  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  seized 
and  subdued  the  rioters. 

Wednesday ,  November  19. — A  fine  day,  but  the  weather  very  warm. 
In  the  morning  watch  a  large  steamer,  supposed  to  be  a  ship  of  war, 
was  reported  standing  into  the  harbor.  At  7 : 30  the  strange  steamer 
hoisted  the  United  States  colors.  Ordered  the  ship  gotten  ready  for 
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battle.  Sent  tlie  funds  of  the  ship  on  shore  for  deposit,  as  a  precaution 
against  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  case  of  disaster. 
The  merchants  on  shore  demanded  5  per  cent  on  the  deposit,  and  it 
was  brought  back  on  board.  As  we  afterwards  learned  that  the 
enemy’s  ship  was  the  San  Jacinto ,  of  fourteen  guns,  a  ship  too  heavy 
for  us  to  encounter,  there  was  no  necessity  for  sending  the  funds  on 
shore,  and  so  the  sharp  practice  of  the  merchants  was  all  very  well 
for  us.  They  afterwards  sent  on  board  and  offered  to  take  the  money 
at  a  lower  rate.  Having  gotten  on  board  some  supplies  and  made 
the  necessary  preparations,  and  having  received  a  pilot  at  7 : 30  p.  in., 
we  got  underway  and  ran  one  of  the  harbor,  without  seeing  anything 
of  the  old  wagon  that  was  blockading  us.  Landed  the  pilot  at  8:20, 
near  Cape  Solomon.  Wrote  to  Liverpool  and  sent  money. 

We  were  anchored  off  the  town,  with  the  flagstaff  of  the  fort  (on  the 
northwest  part)  bearing  E.  N.  E.,  and  the  wharf  N.  by  E.  or  N.  by 
E.  £  E.  Isle  au  Rameur  [Ramiers  Island]  bearing  S.,  and  Cape 
Solomon  S.  by  W.  ^  W.  From  the  position  in  which  we  lay,  all  was 
clear  to  Isle  Ramenr  [Ramiers  Island],  and  so  to  sea,  the  coast  beyond 
the  island  being  perfectly  clear. 

Thursday ,  November  20. — Weather  cloudy,  with  occasional  rain,  with 
the  wind  from  the  S.  E.  At  daylight  hoisted  the  propeller  and  put  the 
steamer  under  sail,  to  economize  our  fuel.  Nothing  seen.  Hove  to  at 
midnight.  Latitude,  13°  15';  longitude,  63°  01'. 

Friday ,  November  21. — Morning  cloudy,  with  the  wind  still  from  the 
S.  E.  Weather  clearing  as  the  day  advanced.  At  9  a.  m.  descried  a 
sail  on  our  port  bow,  which  proved  to  be  our  coal  transport.  Expe 
rienced  a  strong  westerly  current  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours — 
about  2  knots  per  hour.  At  11 : 30  made  the  Hermanns,  and  a  couple 
of  hours  afterwards  the  island  of  Blanquilla.  Rounded  the  north 
end  of  the  island  and  anchored  on  the  west  side,  sheltered  from  the 
trade  wind.  Found  here  a  Yankee  whaling  schooner.  I  was  strongly 
tempted  to  seize  her,  but  there  being  a  few  herdsmen  resident  on  the 
island,  giving  some  color  to  the  claim  of  occupancy  and  jurisdiction  of 
Venezuela,  I  believe  I  have  rather  decided  to  let  her  go.  I  have,  how¬ 
ever,  forbidden  her  to  depart  until  I  have  coaled  ship,  and  to  prevent 
her  from  so  doing  I  have  directed  the  master  and  mate  to  be  brought 
on  board  every  night  as  hostages.  We  are  anchored  in  front  of  a 
nice  looking  sand  beach,  in  17  fathoms  water.  The  Agrippina  followed 
us  in.  Latitude,  12°  10'  41";  longitude  64°  35'. 

Saturday ,  November  22. — Hauled  the  bark  alongside  this  morning  and 
commenced  coaling  ship  at  8  a.  m.,  relieving  the  gangs  every  two  hours. 
Received  on  board  70  tons,  ceasing  work  at  sundown.  The  wind  had 
been  very  fresh  all  day  from  the  E.,  raising  a  little  sea,  so  as  to  cause 
the  ships  to  chafe  a  little;  and  the  weather  has  been  so  warm  as  to 
deter  me  from  going  on  shore,  the  barren  island  of  Blanca  [Blanquilla], 
even,  being  very  inviting  after  a  confinement  on  shipboard  of  more 
than  three  months. 

Sunday ,  November  23.— Although  to-day  is  the  Sabbath,  I  did  not 
consider  it.  any  violation  of  Christian  duty  to  continue  coaling,  as  av© 
were  liable  to  be  surprised  at  any  moment  and  to  have  our  purpose 
defeated.  The  creAv  worked  very  cheerfully,  and  by  night  we  had 
nearly  finished.  Permitted  such  of  the  officers  as  could  be  spared  to 
go  on  shore  for  exercise  and  recreation. 

Monday ,  November  24. — W eather  fine.  Finished  coaling  to-day  athalf 
pastil  a.  m.,  having  received  on  board  a  total  of  184  tons.  The  bunkers 
aie  now  all  full,  and  we  have  on  board  at  least  285  tons.  Consuming 
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at  the  rate  of  16  tons  per  day,  which  will  give  ns  moderate  steaming, 
we  have  on  board,  therefore,  eighteen  days’  fuel.  In  the  afternoon 
permitted  a  hatch  of  “libertymen”  to  go  on  shore. 

Tuesday ,  November  25. — Weather  fine.  Getting  down  the  old  and 
getting  up  the  new  main  yard,  brought  on  board  from  the  T.  II.  Wales. 
Sent  another  batch  of  libertymen  on  shore.  Breaking  out  the  hold  to 
take  an  “account  of  stock,”  as  up  to  this  time  we  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  precisely  what  we  have  on  board  in  the  way  of  salted 
provisions.  Ship’s  draft:  Aft,  15  feet  4  inches;  forward,  14  feet  10 
inches.  An  English  schooner  from  Barbados  for  Curasao  appeared  off 
the  harbor  about  meridian.  Sent  a  boat  on  board  of  her  and  got  some 
newspapers.  She  held  onto  the  island  until  nightfall,  when  she  made 
sail  to  the  southward  and  westward. 

Wednesday,  November  26. —  Weather  line,  but  very  warm.  Let  the 
last  batch  of  “libertymen”  go  on  shore.  Ordered  a  court-martial  for 
the  trial  of  George  Forrest,  seaman.  The  court  sentenced  him  to  for¬ 
feit  all  prize  money  due  him  and  to  be  discharged  in  disgrace  from  the 
ship.  At  7:30  called  all  hands  to  muster,  read  the  sentence  of  the 
court  and  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  crew,  and  ordered  the  prisoner 
to  be  landed.  The  bark  got  underway,  and  proceeded  to  her  new  ren¬ 
dezvous.  Upon  the  return  of  our  boat,  got  underway  under  sail. 
Exchanged  three  men  for  three  others,  volunteers,  from  the  bark. 

Thursday ,  November  27. — Weather  fine,  with  a  fresh  trade  wind.  In 
the  early  morning  made  a  sail,  which  we  soon  discovered  to  be  the  bark, 
our  late  consort.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters.  Latitude,  13°  12’ 
24 7/ ;  longitude,  65°  30  h 

Friday ,  November  28. — Weather  fine,  thermometer  from  82°  to  85°. 
A  fresh  trade  during  the  past  night,  moderating  somewhat  this  morn¬ 
ing.  Getting  up  grapeshot  and  reducing  the  charges  of  the  rifle  gun, 
the  recoil  being  too  great  with  the  present  charges.  Indeed,  the  gun 
is  too  light  for  its  caliber.  Returned  all  the  prisoners  to  their  duty 
(only  two).  One  has  all  sorts  of  characters  to  deal  with  in  a  ship’s  crew, 
and  a  vigorous  arm  is  necessary.  The  boys  (picked  up  in  the  streets 
of  Liverpool)  are  most  incorrigible  young  rascals.  We  are  now  in  com¬ 
mission,  however,  three  months,  and  I  am  beginning  to  bring  “order 
out  of  chaos.”  I  regard  my  crew  now  as  in  fair  fighting  trim,  though 
for  want  of  surplus  shot  I  have  not  given  them  as  much  target  practice 
as  I  could  desire.  I  am  looking  for  a  California  steamer,  and  whilst  I 
am  looking  for  her  perhaps  I  may  find  a  fight.  Latitude,  16°  19“  longi¬ 
tude,  66°  06'. 

Saturday,  November  29. — Fine  weather.  At  7:30  made  a  steamer, 
steering  about  E.  S.  E.;  probably  a  French  steamer  as  she  was  steering 
in  the  direction  of  Martinique.  Hauled  upon  a  wind  for  a  moment,  to 
make  preparations  for  lowering  the  propeller,  but  soon  kept  away  again, 
upon  perceiving  that  the  steamer  did  not  change  her  course  or  other 
wise  appear  to  notice  us,  from  which  it  was  quite  evident  that  she 
was  a  neutral,  as  she  was  a  large  vessel.  At  9  a.  in.  made  the  island 
of  Porto  [Puerto]  Pico.  In  the  afternoon  entered  the  Mona  Passage. 
Shortened  sail  to  permit  a  bark  to  come  up  with  us.  Showed  her  the 
United  States  colors,  to  which  she  responded  with  the  English.  Her 
name  (on  the  stern)  was  the  Barbados.  She  dipped  her  colors  in  salute, 
but  as  the  salute  was  not  intended  for  the  Confederate  States,  did  not 
answer  it.  To-day  has  been  a  great  “house- cleaning”  day  with  the 
first  lieutenant,  who,  perfectly  regardless  of  Mona  Passage,  strange 
sails,  etc.,  is  busy  with  his  holy  stones  and  sand,  etc.  At  nightfall  the 
wind  hauled  to  the  FT.  and  began  to  look  squally,  but  about  8  p.  in.  got 
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a  si glit  with  our  g'lasses  of  the  islands  of  Mona  and  Desecheo  quite  a 
relief.  Latitude,  17°  45'  53";  longitude,  67°  15'  15".  1  fully  expected 

to  see  an  enemy’s  cruiser  in  this  passage,  through  which  so  much  com¬ 
merce  passes,  but  none  was  visible.  Gave  an  order  to  the  paymaster 
to-day,  authorizing  him  to  pay  the  increased  rates  agreed  upon  with 
the  crew,  off  Terceira,  viz : 


Crew. 

Pay  per  month. 

£  8. 

6  0=$29. 04 

6  0=  29.  04 

0  0=  29.  04 

5  10=  26.  62 

6  0=  29.  04 

5  10=  26.  62 

6  0=  29.  04 

5  10=  26.  62 

6  0=  29.  04 

6  0=  29.  04 

5  10=  26.  62 

5  10=  26.62 

5  10=  26.  62 

Armorer . 

Crew. 

Pay  per  month. 

£. 

5 

8. 

10=$26.  G2 
10—  26.  62 

5 

5 

0—  24.  20 

5 

0—  24.  20 

0—  24.  20 

5 

0—  24.  20 

0—  24.  20 

4 

10—  21.78 

4 

0—  19.  36 

3 

10—  14.94 

2 

0—  9. 68 

7 

Trimmers . 

5 

0=  24.  20 

Sunday,  November  30. — Weather  flue  in  the  forenoon.  Mustered  and 
inspected  the  crew.  At  9  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  on  board  a  Spanish  schooner, 
twenty  days  from  Boston,  bound  to  the  port  of  San  Domingo.  Received 
some  newspapers  by  her  as  late  as  the  13th  instant.  Soon  afterwards 
another  sail  was  discovered  to  leeward,  beating  up  the  coast.  Ran 
down  for  her,  and  when  within  proper  distance  hoisted  the  United 
States  colors.  The  stranger  responded  with  the  same;  whereupon, 
according  to  our  usual  practice,  we  hoisted  our  own  colors  and  lired  a 
blank  cartridge.  This  hove  her  to,  when  we  sent  a  boat  on  board  of 
her.  She  proved  to  be  the  bark  Parker  Cook ,  of  and  from  Boston,  bound 
to  Aux  Cayes.  This  was  a  very  timely  capture,  as  our  provisions  were 
running  short,  and  the  prize  was  provision  laden.  Got  on  board  from 
her  a  quantity  of  pork,  cheese,  and  crackers,  etc.,  and  at  10  p.  m.  illu¬ 
minated  the  shores  of  St.  Domingo  with  a  flambeau  furnished  by 
wicked  men,  who  would  gladly  see  another  St.  Domingo  revolution  in 
our  unhappy  country.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather  became  angry, 
and  the  wind  blew  fresh,  raising  considerable  sea,  and  we  were  in  the 
bight  of  Samana.  I  felt  for  a  while  a  little  uneasy  about  drifting  too 
near  the  shore.  These  are  some  of  the  anxieties  of  a  commander  that 
his  officers  scarcely  ever  know  anything  about.  .Our  prize  was  burned 
off  Cape  Raphael  [Rafael J.  I  did  not  turn  in  until  near  midnight;  was 
called  two  hours  afterwards,  upon  having  run  a  prescribed  distance; 
turned  in  again,  and  had  just  comfortably  fallen  asleep  when  the  officer 
of  the  deck  came  down  in  great  haste  to  inform  me  that  a  large  ship 
was  standing  down  directly  for  us.  We  were  hove  to,  and  as  the  moon 
had  gone  down  and  the  night  was  dark,  I  knew  she  must  be  close 
aboard  of  us.  I  immediately  ordered  the  main  topsail  tilled,  and  hurry¬ 
ing  on  a  few  clothes,  sprang  on  deck.  The  danger  was  passed  (at  a 
glance),  as  the  intruder  was  abaft  the  beam,  running  to  leeward.  Wore 
round  and  followed  him.  Latitude,  18°  59'  11";  longitude,  68°  45b 
Monday,  December  1. — Weather  fair;  a  stiff  trade,  with  squall  clouds. 
A  whirlwind  passed  near  us.  We  had  just  time  to  take  in  the  port 
studding  sails,  which  had  been  set  in  chase  of  the  unwelcome  dis¬ 
turber  of  my  rest  last  night.  The  chase  proved  to  be  a  Spanish  her¬ 
maphrodite  brig.  At  10  a.  m.  caused  a  Dutch  galliot  to  show  her  colors ; 
and  at  1  p.  m.  a  bark  to  show  Spanish  colors.  Laud  in  sight  on  the 
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port  beam,  and  at  noon  Cape  Francois  [Frances  Viejo]  ahead.  Lati¬ 
tude,  19°  40';  longitude,  09°  49'. 

Tuesday ,  December  2. — Weather  fine;  wind  moderate  in  the  morning, 
fresh  in  the  afternoon ;  running  down  the  land;  oft'  the  grange  at  noon. 
Last  night  at  10  p.  m.  a  sail  was  reported  on  the  port  quarter  nearly 
astern,  running  down  before  the  wind,  like  ourselves,  having  lights 
up,  and  looming  up  large.  I  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cleared 
the  ship  for  action,  pivoting  on  the  port  side,  and  loading  the  guns. 
As  the  str  mger  ranged  up  nearly  abeam  of  us — distaut  about  800 
yards — we  discovered  him  to  be  a  heavy  steamer,  under  steam,  and 
with  all  studding  sails  set  on  both  sides.  Here  was  a  fix.  We  had  no 
steam  up  ourselves,  and  our  propeller  was  triced  up.  A  few  minutes, 
however,  decided  our  suspense.  From  the  quiet  movement  of  the 
steamer  on  her  course,  without  shortening  sail,  or  otherwise,  as  far  as 
we  could  see,  making  preparation  for  battle,  it  was  quite  evident  that 
he  was  not  an  enemy.  He  was  a  ship  of  war — probably  a  Spaniard — 
bound  from  St.  Domingo  to  Cuba.  My  first  intention  was  to  range  up 
alongside  and  speak  him,  and  for  this  purpose  1  set  the  foresail  and 
topgallant  sails;  but  we  were  soon  left  far  astern,  and  the  stranger  was 
out  of  sight  long  before  we  could  have  gotten  up  steam  and  lower  the 
propeller  in  chase.  Latitude,  20°  04'  29";  longitude,  71°  50'.  Made 
the  island  of  Tortuga  about  3  p.  m.  A  sail  reported  on  the  starboard 
bow,  standing  across  our  bow  on  the  port  tack.  By  the  stupidity  of 
the  lookouts,  the  first  thing  we  knew  she  was  off  on  the  starboard  quar¬ 
ter  and  to  windward  of  us,  she  having  been  ou  the  starboard  tack  all 
tlie  while.  I  turned  in  to-night  hoping  to  get  some  rest,  as  I  had  been 
up  the  greater  part  of  last  night;  but  after  undressing,  and  before  get¬ 
ting  into  my  cot  (10  p.  m.),  the  officer  of  the  deck  came  below  in  a  great 
hurry  to  say  that  there  was  a  large  vessel  running  down  upon  us  (we 
were  hove  to),  which  appeared  to  be  a  steamer.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  officer  of  the  deck  to  fill  away,  went  on  deck,  and  at  a  glance  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  sail  was  a  brig,  running  clear  of  us  some  distance 
astern.  I  went  below  again,  and  this  time  succeeded  in  actually  get¬ 
ting  into  bed,  when  I  was  again  aroused  by  the  announcement  that  a 
vessel  with  very  white  canvas  was  running  down  upon  or  a  little  for¬ 
ward  of  our  weather  beam.  I  went  on  deck,  filled  away  agaiu,  and  ran 
on  under  easy  sail  to  await  the  stranger’s  approach;  the  night  squally, 
with  showers  of  rain,  and  the  wind  fresh.  At  1 :  30  a.  m.  the  stranger 
approached,  and  we  spoke  him.  He  was  a  small  schooner  (white,  as 
almost  all  the  West  India  schooners  are),  Spanish,  etc.  Turned  in  at 
2  a.  in.,  and  at  daylight  down  came  intelligence  again  that  there  were 
two  sail  in  sight;  and  at  7  a.  m.,  one  of  them  being  within  signal  dis¬ 
tance,  I  had  again  to  turn  out,  etc.  This  night  will  answer  as  a  proto¬ 
type  of  a  great  many  spent  by  me  in  my  cruises. 

Wednesday ,  December  3. — We  are  cruising  to-day,  with  the  weather 
very  fine  and  clear,  in  the  passage  between  St.  Domiugo  and  Cuba, 
off  the  west  end  of  Tortuga,  and  have  caused  to  show  their  colors  a 
Spanish  brig,  an  English  hermaphrodite  brig,  and  an  Oldenburg  bark; 
and  at  noon  squared  away  for  the  east  end  of  Cuba.  Where  can  all 
the  enemy’s  cruisers  be,  that  the  important  passages  we  have  lately 
passed  through  are  all  left  unguarded?  They  are  off’,  I  suppose,  in 
chase  of  the  Alabama.  Lowered  the  propeller.  Latitude,  20°  12'; 
longitude,  72°  58'.  At  10  p.  m.  a  bark  having  come  quite  near  us  in 
the  bright  moonlight,  we  fired  a  blank  cartridge  to  heave  him  to,  and 
wore  ship.  Disregarding  our  signal,  I  directed  around  shot  to  be  fired 
at  him  above  his  hull.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  our  shot  passing, 
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as  we  learned  from  him  afterwards,  between  his  fore  stay  and  foremast. 
He  proved  to  be  French,  from  Port  an  Prince  to  France.  When  asked 
why  lie  did  not  heave  to  at  the  first  shot,  he  replied  that  he  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  at  war  with  nobody.  Made  the  light  on  Cape  Maise 
[Maysi]  at  midnight. 

Thursday ,  December  4. — Weather  settled  and  fine,  with  the  moon 
near  its  full.  Standing  off  and  on  Cape  Maise  [Maysi],  waiting  for  our 
California  friend,  who  should  have  left  Aspinwall  on  the  1st;  pass  this 
point  to-day  or  to-night.  Fires  banked  so  as  to  give  us  steam  at  short 
notice.  Several  sail  passing  during  the  day.  At  2 :30  p.  m.  caused  to 
show  her  colors  a  Spanish  bark.  Exercised  the  crew  at  the  battery  at 
sunset.  A  beautiful  bright  night,  with  the  wind  somewhat  too  fresh 
from  the  N.  E.  Lying  to,  off  Cape  Maise  [Maysi].  Everyone  on  the 
tip  toe  of  excitement,  and  a  good  many  volunteer  lookouts.  As  for 
myself,  having  put  the  ship  in  the  right  position,  I  turned  in  at  10  p.  m., 
giving  orders  not  to  call  me  for  a  sail  ship,  and  got  a  good  night’s  rest, 
of  which  I  stood  very  much  in  need. 

Friday ,  December  5. — A  very  fine  morning,  with  a  highly  transparent 
atmosphere.  The  west  end  of  Haiti  visible,  though  distant  90  miles. 
On  this  fine,  balmy  morning  I  enjoyed  exceedingly  the  cheerful  notes 
of  our  canary.  This  is  a  little  prisoner  made  on  board  one  of  the  whalers, 
and  sometimes  [in  the]  early  morning  I  fancy  myself  amid  ‘‘jessamine 
bowers,”  inhaling  the  fragrance  of  flowers  and  listening  to  the  notes  of 
the  wild  songsters,  so  common  in  our  dear  Southern  land.  May  God 
speedily  clear  it  of  the  wicked,  fanatical  hordes,  that  are  now  desolat¬ 
ing  it  under  pretense  of  liberty  and  free  government.  If  the  Califor¬ 
nia  steamers  still  take  this  route,  the  steamer  of  the  1st  must  have  been 
delayed,  otherwise  she  should  have  passed  us  last  night.  Several  sail 
in  sight,  but  I  can  not  yet  leave  my  station  to  overhaul  them,  lest  my 
principal  object  should  be  defeated.  At  meridian  a  schooner  would 
stumble  right  into  my  path  without  the  necessity  of  a  chase.  I  brought 
her  to,  and  she  proved  to  be  United  States.  She  was  the  Union ,  of  and 
from  Baltimore,  for  Port  Maria,  on  the  north  side  of  Jamaica.  Her 
cargo  being  English,  I  released  her  on  a  ransom  bond  for  $1,500  (she 
was  of  90  tons  and  13  years  old) ;  kept  her  by  me  until  sunset,  and  then 
permitted  her  to  depart, having  sent  on  board  of  her  the  prisoners  from 
the  bark  Parker  Cook.  Our  hopes  of  capturing  a  California  steamer 
were  considerably  dampened  by  the  intelligence  given  us  by  the  master 
of  this  schooner  that  the  California  steamers  no  longer  ran  this  route, 
but  that  the  outward  bound  took  the  Mona  Passage  (?)  and  the  home¬ 
ward  bound  the  Florida  Gulf  Passage.  Still  I  [will]  wait  a  day  longer, 
to  make  sure  that  I  have  not  been  deceived.  Hove  to  for  the  night, 
with  the  cape  bearing  about  north,  it  being  nearly  calm. 

Saturday ,  December  6. — Beautiful,  clear  weather,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  and  S.,  nearly  approaching  a  calm  all  the  morning.  At 
9  hoisted  the  propeller  and  made  sail  to  the  northward  and  eastward. 
The  outward-bound  California  steamer  is  due  off  the  cape  to  day  if  she 
takes  this  route  at  all;  I  will  therefore  keep  the  cape  in  sight  all  day. 
I  glean  the  following  paragraph  from  a  New  York  letter  published  in 
a  file  of  the  Baltimore  Sun  received  from  the  schooner  Union: 

The  shipments  of  grain  from  this  port  during  the  past  week  have  been  almost 
entirely  in  foreign  bottoms,  the  American  flag  for  the  moment  being  in  disfavor  in 
consequence  of  the  raid  of  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama. 

Lying  to  all  night;  nearly  calm. 

Sunday ,  December  7. — Clear  and  serene  weather ;  nearly  calm.  At  11 
a.  m.  mustered  the  crew  and  read  the  articles  of  war.  At  about  1  p.  m.. 
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whilst  standing  toward  the  cape,  under  topsails  and  topgallant  sails, 
a  steamer  was  reported  on  our  starboard  bow.  She  had  become  plainly 
visible  from  the  deck,  and  was  standing  pretty  nearly  in  our  direction. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  propeller  lowered  and  the  fires  spread;  and 
in  fifteen  minutes  we  had  cleared  up  everything  and  were  Tinder  steam 
with  the  crew  at  quarters.  We  ran  across  the  track  of  the  steamer 
astern  of  him  a  short  distance  and  hoisted  the  United  States  colors. 
The  steamer,  which  by  this  time  had  been  recognized  to  be  probably 
one  of  the  California  line,  hoisted  the  same  colors.  I  then  fired  a  blank 
cartridge,  showing  colors  as  usual.  This  failing  to  bring  her  to,  after 
a  chase  of  a  few  minutes,  during  which  it  was  doubtful  whether  we 
were  gaining  on  him  (our  steam  not  being  yet  well  up)  I  fired  two  shots 
at  him — the  second  one  fired  without  orders — which  had  the  desired 
effect;  one  of  our  shots  striking  his  foremasts,  but  fortunately  killing 
no  one.  Upon  the  master  being  brought  on  board  she  proved  to  be  the 
Ariel ,  from  New  York  for  Asp  inwall.  Sent  a  prize  crew  on  board. 
She  had  on  board  140  marines  for  the  enemy’s  Pacific  Squadron,  whom 
I  at  once  disarmed  and  paroled,  the  officers  being  a  major  and  six 
other  officers.  I  also  paroled  Commander  Sartori  on  his  way  to  com¬ 
mand  the  St.  Mary's.  Kept  the  steamer  in  company  during  the  night 
and  ran  in  toward  the  cape  in  wait  for  the  other  steamer  which  was 
due  the  next  day. 

Monday ,  December  8. — A  very  fresh  trade  wind,  with  the  sky  partially 
overcast.  As  the  homeward-bound  California  steamer  leaves  Aspin¬ 
wall  on  the  5th  we  are  keeping  a  bright  lookout  for  her.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  disabled  the  prize  steamer  temporarily  by  taking  off  some  of  her 
valves  to  prevent  her  from  attempting  to  escape  if  we  should  give 
chase  to  the  other  steamer.  At  9  p.  m.  sent  the  engineers  on  board 
the  prize  to  restore  her  valves,  and  putting  a  prize  crew  on  board  again 
(it  had  been  withdrawn)  I  steamed  for  Jamaica  on  or  about  the  line 
which  I  supposed  the  California  steamer  would  take.  Hove  to  and 
sent  a  boat  on  board  a  Dutch  bark. 

Tuesday ,  December  9. — Weather  fine;  prize  in  company.  At  7  a.  m. 
spoke  an  English  schooner;  at  9:30  made  the  island  of  Navaza  on  the 
port  bow;  at  2:30  p.  m.  made  the  east  end  of  Jamaica,  and  at  7:30 
came  up  within  about  9  miles  of  Morant  Point  light,  and  slowed  down, 
for  the  prize  to  join  company.  At  8  gave  chase  to  an  hermaphrodite 
brig,  and  as  we  came  up  to  her  fired  a  blank  cartridge  and  lowered 
and  dispatched  a  boat.  Just  at  this  moment  it  was  reported  to  me 
that  the  engine  had  become  entirely  useless  from  the  giving  way  of  one 
of  [the]  valve  castings,  and  that  it  would  take  full  twenty-four  hours 
to  make  the  repairs.  In  the  meantime  the  brig  had,  strange  to  say, 
not  hove  to,  and  we  could  not  move  a  foot  in  further  pursuit  of  her; 
and  we  could  not  fire  a  shot  at  her,  lest  in  the  darkness  we  might  hit 
our  own  boat;  and  I  was  for  a  while  quite  anxious  lest  my  boat  should 
be  led  off  too  far  in  pursuit.  However,  the  wind  became  light,  and  the 
boat  returned  in  about  an  hour  and  reported  that  she  had  overhauled 
the  brig,  which  was  from  one  of  the  German  states,  just  out  of  Kings¬ 
ton,  and  that  the  yellow  fever  was  prevailing  at  the  latter  port.  It 
was  my  intention  to  carry  my  prize  into  Kingston  to  test  the  question 
whether  the  governor  would  permit  me  to  land  my  prisoners  there— 
some  700  in  number — but  upon  learning  the  above  intelligence,  it 
would  have  been  inhuman  to  put  ashore,  even  if  permitted  (and  I 
greatly  doubted  on  this  point),  so  large  a  number  of  persons,  many  of 
whom  were  women  and  children,  to  become  victims  perhaps  to  the  pes¬ 
tilence.  Added  to  this,  my  ship  was  for  the  time  being  disabled,  which 
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rendered  it  impossible  to  take  the  prize  elsewhere;  and  indeed  where 
could  I  take  her  with  the  hope  of  being-  permitted  to  enter  and  dis¬ 
charge  her  live  freight?  Upon  the  above  facts  I  made  up  my  mind  at 
once  to  release  her  on  ransom  bond,  which  I  did,  and  lowered  the  pro¬ 
peller  and  made  sail. 

Wednesday ,  December  10. — Running  along  the  north  side  ot  Jamaica 
to  the  westward.  The  hillsides  and  valleys  are  teeming  with  the 
richest  vegetation.  Wind  light  and  the  weather  showery.  Engineers 
repairing  the  late  breakdown.  At  7 :30  shortened  sail  to  topsails  and 
hauled  on  a  wTiud  on  the  starboard  tack,  and  remained  in  this  condition 
all  night.  I  am  sick  with  cold  and  fever. 

Thursday ,  December  11. — Weather  clear  and  fine  with  a  moderate  sea 
breeze.  At  11  wore  and  stood  in  toward  the  land  on  a  S.  S.  W.  course. 
The  engineers  at  work  repairing  the  machinery.  At  nightfall  laid  the 
ship  to,  with  her  head  to  the  northivard  and  eastward.  The  north  side 
of  Jamaica  appears  to  be  very  little  frequented. 

Friday ,  December  12. — Another  fine,  clear  day.  Running  along  the 
island  to  the  westward  with  a  light  breeze.  At  nightfall  about  oppo¬ 
site  the  town  of  St.  Anns.  The  engineers  finished  the  repairs  of  their 
engine  this  evening.  Exercised  the  crew  at  quarters. 

Saturday ,  December  13. — Weather  flue.  Passed  the  west  end  of 
Jamaica  about  noon.  Ship-cleaning  day.  Nothing  in  sight,  and  I 
desire  to  see  nothing  (unless  it  be  a  homeward-bound  California 
steamer)  at  present,  as  it  is  important  1  should  make  the  run  I  contem¬ 
plate  without  being  traced.  I  should  like  to  touch  at  the  Caymans  for 
fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  crew,  but  forbear  on  this  account.  Lati¬ 
tude,  18°  47' ;  longitude,  7S°  27'  30". 

Sunday,  December  14. — Weather  fine,  trades  fresh,  running  along 
under  topsails.  Nothing  in  sight.  Mustered  the  crew.  Rain  squalls 
in  the  evening.  Latitude,  18°  16'  49";  longitude,  80°  43'. 

Monday ,  December  15. — Eresh  trade,  ship  running  along  under  top¬ 
sails.  This  running  down,  down,  before  the  ever  constant  trade  wind 
to  run  up  against  it,  by  and  by,  under  steam,  is  not  very  pleasant. 
Still,  God  willing,  I  hope  to  strike  a  blow  of  some  importance  and 
make  my  retreat  safely  out  of  the  gulf.  Latitude,  18°  39' ;  longitude,  83° 
06'  30". 

Tuesday ,  December  16. — Weather  fine,  with  a  moderate  “trade;”  some 
passing  clouds,  and  occasionally  a  sprinkle  of  rain.  Drilling  the 
crew  at  small  arms.  Hove  to  at  8  a.,  m.  with  the  main  topsail  to  the 
mast.  Nothing  in  sight.  Latitude,  19°  10'  30";  longitude,  84°  10'. 
The  weather  having  become  squally,  and  indicating  a  blow,  at  9  p.  m. 
filled  away. 

Wednesday ,  December  17. — The  wind  blew  quite  fresh  during  the 
night,  from  about  N.  E.  by  N.;and  to-day  it  is  blowing  a  moderate 
gale  from  about  N.  E.  This  is  probably  a  norther  from  the  American 
coast,  modified  by  its  contact  with  the  N.  E.  trade  wind.  The  clouds 
look  hard  and  wintry.  Took  a  single  reef  in  the  main,  and  a  double 
reel  in  the  fore-topsail.  Close  reefed  the  main  topsail  at  nightfall. 
Latitude,  19°  18';  longitude,  84°  25'  15".  The  gale  has  continued 
all  day,  with  a  rough  sea,  in  which  the  ship  is  rolling  and  tumbling 
about.  Weather  cloudy  and  gloomy  looking,  and  wind  moaning  and 
whistling  through  the  rigging,  enough  to  give  one  the  blues.  These 
are  son le  of  the  comforts  of  seagoing,  and  we  have  had  our  share  of 
them  in  the  Alabama.  As  night  set  in  the  gale,  increased  and  blew 
quite  fresh  for  a  few  hours. 

Thursday ,  December  IS. — The  gale  continues,  with  dense  clouds  in 
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every  direction,  obscuring  the  heavens  so  that  we  got  no  meridian  alti¬ 
tude.  1  got  a  glimpse  of  the  sun,  at  about  nine  minutes  past  noon. 
When  one’s  ship  is  in  a  doubtful  position,  how  eagerly  and  nervously 
we  watch  the  shifting  clouds  near  noon,  and  how  remorselessly  they 
sometimes  pile  up  their  dense  masses  just  at  the  critical  moment,  shut¬ 
ting  out  from  us  the  narrowly  watched  face  of  the  sun.  One  is  foolish 
enough  sometimes  almost  to  feel  a  momentary  resentment  against 
inanimate  nature — weak  mortals  that  we  are.  The  gale  has  drifted  us 
so  far  to  leeward  that  the  wind  from  its  present  quarter  will  no  longer 
permit  us  to  “lay  through”  the  Yucatan  Passage,  and  so  at  2  p.  m.  I 
tacked  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  Latitude,  19°  47 '  50";  longi¬ 
tude,  85°  40'.  Weather  still  thick  in  the  afternoon,  with  light  rain  at 
intervals.  We  had  a  very  ugly  sea  last  night  and  this  morning,  the 
ship  rolling  so  heavily  as  to  awaken  me  frequently,  though  I  sleep  in 
a  swinging  cot;  and  the  water  swashing  over  the  decks,  and  rushing 
by  buckets  full  down  the  companion  way,  which  we  are  obliged  to  keep 
open  to  avoid  smothering. 

Friday ,  December  19. — The  gale  continues  with  the  tenacity  of  a 
norther,  this  being  the  third  day.  Last  night  it  blew  quite  fresh  in 
squalls  all  night,  and  there  was  quite  a  sea  on.  This  morning  the 
weather  is  partially  clear,  and  the  wind  is  abating  somewhat.  This  is 
but  a  foretaste  of  the  weather  we  may  expect  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Being  in  the  Gulf  of  Honduras  there  is  but  a  small  strip  of  land 
between  us  and  the  former  gulf.  Latitude.  20°  00'  35";  longitude,  85° 
31'  45".  Clear  at  noon.  Breeze  fresh. 

Saturday ,  December  20. — As  ugly  a  day  as  one  often  sees,  with  a  great 
variety  of  winds  and  weather.  In  the  morning  the  wind  was  fresh 
from  the  1ST.  E.,  with  flying  clouds  and  a  bright  sun  now  and  then 
obscured.  At  about  9  a.  m.  a  cloud  bank  in  the  north  began  to  rise, 
and  by  11 :30  we  had  a  densely  overcast  sky  with  heavy  rain  squalls. 
I  was  running  for  Cape  Catoche,  and  was  greatly  disappointed  at  not 
getting  a  meridian  altitude,  especially  after  the  promise  of  the  morn¬ 
ing.  At  about  11 :30  made  the  laud,  two  islands  as  described  by  the 
man  at  the  masthead.  At  4  p.  m.  sounded  in  28  fathoms.  Weather 
threatening  a  gale.  At  6  double  reefed  the  topsails,  and  sounded  in 
25  fathoms.  I  shall  endeavor  to  feel  my  way  around  the  cape,  and 
gradually  bear  up  for  the  westward.  The  bank  is  apparently  clean 
and  safe,  but  still,  groping  one’s  way  in  the  dark  in  strange  waters  is 
a  somewhat  nervous  operation.  Latitude,  21°  20' ;  longitude,  80°  32'. 

Sunday ,  December  21. — We  doubled  Cape  Catoche  very  successfully 
last  night,  hauling  around  it  gradually  in  from  25  to  20  fathoms,  and 
ran  along  in  the  latter  depth  all  night— course  W.  and  W.  by  S.; 
sounding  every  hour.  The  [wind]  blew  half  a  gale  and  the  weather 
looked  threatening.  This  morning  the  wind  has  hauled  more  to  the 
eastward,  and  has  moderated  somewhat.  The  sky  still  looks  wintry, 
and  the  sun  sheds  a  lurid  light  through  a  semitransparent  stratum 
of  dull,  gray  clouds.  The  water  is  of  a  light  green.  At  11  a.  m. 
mustered  the  crew,  and  at  meridian  passed  a  large  steamer  (hull 
down)  steering  to  the  eastward — probably  a  French  ship  of  war  from 
Yera  Cruz.  Latitude,  22°  06'  22";  longitude,  88°  40'. 

Monday,  December  22. — Weather  clear  and  fine,  with  a  fresh  trade, 
increasing  to  half  a  gale  toward  nightfall.  Ban  on  during  the  past 
nighty  in  a  very  regular  line  of  soundings  of  20  fathoms,  on  a  course 
of  W.  S.  W.  At  9  p.  m.,  having  run  within  about  20  miles  of  the 
Areas,  we  anchored  for  the  night  in  20  fathoms  of  water,  Wind  very 
fresh, butvery  little  sea  on.  Latitude, 21° 26'  47";  longitude, 91°  15'. 
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Tuesday ,  December  23.— Weather  clear  and  flue,  with  the  “ trade” 
inclining  to  be  light  during  the  forenoon.  At  9  called  all  hands  up 
anchor,  and  at  10  we  were  underway;  steering  W.  S.  W.  At  meridian 
observed  0  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  Areas;  and  altered  the  course 
to  S.  W.  Latitude,  20°  18'  22" ;  longitude,  91°  50b  At  1 : 30  p.  m.  made 
the  Areas,  half  a  point  on  the  starboard  bow,  distant  about  12  miles; 
and  at  sunset  came  to  anchor  in  11  fathoms  water,  with  the  South  Area 
bearing  N.  W.  by  N.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  our  coal  ship,  which 
I  had  ordered  to  rendezvous  here,  hove  in  sight  and  joined  us  at  the 
anchorage  a  few  minutes  after  we  came  to.  Night  fine  and  anchorage 
smooth. 

Wednesday ,  December  24. — Weather  clear  and  fine.  In  the  forenoon 
went  into  the  harbor  and  examined  the  entrance  and  anchorage.  The 
dangers  are  all  visible,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  the  reefs  a  berth 
that  make  off  from  the  points.  There  is  an  inner  reef  making  off  to 
the  westward  from  the  northern  island,  but  it  like  the  others  is  visible 
and  there  is  no  danger  whatever  in  approaching  it.  The  Areas  are  three 
low  keys  lying  in  a  triangle,  the  northern  key  being  the  largest.  We 
found  a  hut  on  this  latter  key,  a  boat  hauled  up  on  the  island,  a  net 
inside  the  hut,  a  boiler  or  two  for  trying  out’oil,  and  other  evidences  of 
the  inhabitancy  of  fishermen  or  turtlers,  but  this  not  being  the  season 
for  these  pursuits,  everything  had  apparently  been  abandoned  for  some 
time.  Numerous  birds  of  the  gull  species  were  the  only  living  things 
found  on  the  island,  and  of  these  was  a  great  variety  of  old  birds  and 
their  fledglings,  and  some  of  the  former  were  still  laying  and  setting. 
They  seemed  to  have  no  fear  of  our  men,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be 
caught  by  the  hand,  and  knocked  on  the  head  with  sticks.  The  veg¬ 
etation  found  was  on  the  larger  island,  and  on  that  it  consisted  of  a 
dense  carpeting  of  sea  kale.  Not  a  shrub  of  any  kind.  In  the  trans¬ 
parent  waters  on  the  inner  reefs  a  great  variety  of  the  living  coral  was 
found  in  all  its  beauty,  imitating  the  growth  of  the  forest  on  a  small 
scale.  At  2  p.  m.  we  got  underway,  and  stood  in  and  anchored  under 
the  south  side  of  the  larger  island  in  9  fathoms,  and  moored  ship  with 
an  open  hawser  to  the  north.  W e  entered  by  the  southeast  passage 
between  the  south  and  the  north  island.  The  bark  followed  us,  enter¬ 
ing  by  the  southwest  passage,  between  the  south  and  the  west  island, 
and  anchored  a  little  to  the  southeast  of  us.  Our  anchorage  is  open  to 
the  southeast,  but  at  this  season  it  does  not  blow  from  that  quarter, 
and  probably  would  not  bring  in  much  sea  if  it  did.  We  feel  very  com¬ 
fortable  to-night  in  our  snug  berth. 

Thursday ,  December  25. — Christmas  day,  the  second  Christmas  since 
we  left  our  homes  in  the  Sumter.  Last  year  we  were  buffeting  the 
storms  of  the  North  Atlantic  near  the  Azores.  Now  we  are  snugly 
anchored  in  the  Areas;  and  how  many  eventful  periods  have  passed  in 
the  interval.  Our  poor  people  have  been  terribly  pressed  in  this  wicked 
and  ruthless  war,  and  they  have  borne  privations  and  sufferings  which 
nothing  but  an  intense  patriotism  could  have  sustained.  They  will  live 
in  history  as  a  people  worthy  to  be  free,  and  future  generations  will  be 
astonished  at  the  folly  and  fanaticism,  want  of  principle  and  wicked¬ 
ness,  developed  by  this  war  among  the  Puritan  population  of  the  North; 
and  in  this  class  nine-tenths  of  the  native  population  of  all  the  Northern 
States  may  be  placed  to  such  an  extent  as  the  u  Plymouth  Rock” 
leaven  “  leavened  the  whole  loaf.”  A  people  so  devoid  of  Christian 
charity,  and  wanting  in  so  many  of  the  essentials  of  honesty,  can  not 
but  be  abandoned  to  their  own  folly  by  a  just  and  benevolent  Cod. 
Our  crew  is  keeping  Christmas  by  a  run  on  shore,  which  they  all  seem 
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to  enjoy  exceedingly.  It  is  indeed  very  grateful  to  the  senses  to  ramble 
about  over  even  so  confined  a  space  as  the  Areas,  after  tossing  about 
at  sea  in  a  continual  state  of  excitement  for  months.  Yesterday  was 
the  first  time  I  touched  the  shore  since  1  left  Liverpool  on  the  13th  of 
August  last,  and  I  Avas  only  one  week  in  Liverpool  after  a  voyage  of 
three  weeks  from  the  Bahamas,  so  that  I  have  in  fact  been  but  one 
week  on  shore  in  five  months.  My  thoughts  naturally  turn  on  this 
quiet  Christmas  day,  in  this  lonely  island,  to  my  dear  family.  I  can 
only  hope,  and  trust  them  to  the  protection  of  a  merciful  Providence. 
The  only  sign  of  a  holiday  on  board  to-night  is  the  usual  “splicing  of 
the  main  brace,”  anglice ,  giving  Jack  an  extra  allowance  of  grog. 
Observed  latitude  of  hut,  20°  12'  33“  (artificial  horizon). 

Friday ,  December  26. — Weather  fine,  with  the  breeze  from  about  E. 
S.  E.,  inclining  to  be  calm  toward  nightfall.  The  barometer  has  gone 
down  the  tenth  of  an  inch  to-day  and  is  now  (7  p.  m.)  29.90.  I  shall 
begin  to  look  for  a  norther  in  about  twenty-four  hours.  We  com¬ 
menced  calking  our  leaky  decks  to-day,  and  dispatched  the  launch  to 
assist  in  ballasting  the  bark.  I  strolled  on  the  islands  to-day  and 
amused  myself  searching  for  shells  along  the  beach.  There  are  some 
very  pretty  diminutive  shells  to  be  found,  similar  to  those  on  the 
Florida  coast,  but  none  of  the  larger  size,  except  the  common  conch, 
of  which  there  are  a  few.  WTe  have  made  free  with  the  turtle  nets  of 
the  fishermen  found  in  the  hut,  and  have  set  them.  As  yet  we  have 
only  caught  two  or  three  small  turtle.  I  landed  on  the  south  island 
to-day,  where  they  are  getting  off  ballast.  This  islet  is  occupied 
exclusively  by  the  black  man-of-war  bird,  whilst  the  north  islet  seems 
to  be  divided  between  the  white  gannet  (with  lower  edges  of  its  wings 
black)  and  the  black  warrior,  the  colonies  being  quite  distinct.  The 
birds  are  still  laying  and  incubating. 

Saturday,  December  27. — The  barometer  lias  risen  again  and  the 
weather  still  continues  fine.  Ballasting  the  bark,  and  overhauling 
and  setting  up  our  topmast  and  lower  rigging,  and  calking  decks. 
Took  a  stroll  on  the  north  island  toward  sunset.  It  is  dull  recreation 
after  the  novelty  has  worn  off,  with  the  somewhat  tough  walking 
through  the  sand  and  the  smell  and  filth  of  the  clouds  of  gannet. 

Sunday ,  December  28. — Weather  cloudy,  Avith  the  wind  from  the 
H.  E.  At  8:30  descried  a  schooner  from  aloft  in  the  N.  W.,  the  first 
sail  we  have  seen,  and  quite  an  unexpected  sight  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  After  Ave  had  armed  and  manned  the  cutter  to  board  the  sail 
when  it  should  heave  in  sight  from  the  deck,  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  lookout  had  been  deceived,  and  that  the  supposed  sail  was  prob¬ 
ably  a  cloud  on  the  horizon,  it  having  suddenly  disappeared.  At 
11  mustered  the  crew  and  inspected  the  ship.  A  quiet  Sabbath. 
Strolled  on  the  island  toward  sunset,  Avith  the  gannets  for  companions, 
the  surf  for  music,  and  the  heavy  sand  for  a  promenade.  The  weather 
cleared  at  nightfall,  Avith  the  breeze  fresh  from  the  N.N.E.  Some  of  the 
men  are  getting  tired  of  their  hard  service,  the  chief  boatswain’s  mate 
haA7ing  applied  to  return  to  England  in  the  bark.  Refused  him  per¬ 
mission,  of  course.  Constant  cruising,  vigilance  against  being  surprised 
by  the  enemy,  salt  provisions,  and  a  deprivation  of  the  pleasures  of 
port  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  seaman  are  probably  what  most  of 
them  did  not  expect.  A  tight  rein  and  plenty  of  Avork  will  cure  the 
evil. 

Monday ,  December  29. — Weather  clear  and  fine.  At  daylight  hauled 
the  bark  alongside  and  commenced  coaling;  calking  the  decks.  Another 
seaman  got  drunk  to-day  and  seized  his  bag  to  go  on  board  the  bark 
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to  return  to  England.  Confined  him  in  double  irons.  Many  of  my 
fellows,  no  doubt,  thought  they  were  shipping  in  a  sort  of  privateer, 
where  they  would  have  a  jolly  good  time  and  plenty  of  license.  They 
have  been  wofully  disappointed,  for  I  have  jerked  them  down  with  a 
strong  hand,  and  now  have  a  well  disciplined  ship  of  war.  Punishment 
invariably  follows  immediately  upon  heels  of  the  offense.  It  has  taken 
me  three  or  four  months  to  accomplish  this,  but  when  it  is  considered 
that  my  little  kingdom  consisted  of  110  of  the  most  reckless  sailors 
from  the  groggeries  and  brothels  of  Liverpool,  that  is  not  much. 

Tuesday ,  December  30. — The  weather  still  continues  remarkably  fine, 
with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  E.  S.  E.  We  finished  coaling  to-day, 
and  hauled  the  bark  off  in  the  afternoon.  Calking  the  decks  and 
getting  ready  generally  for  our  dash  at  the  enemy’s  coast,  or  rather  at 
the  enemy  on  our  coast,  of  which  he  is  in  possession.  A  brig  hove  in 
sight  to-day  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  approaching  the  islands 
on  the  starboard  tack  until  she  became  visible  from  the  rail,  and  then 
tacking;  probably  a  Frenchman  making  his  way  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  eastward  on  the  banks.  Took  my  usual  afternoon  stroll  on  shore. 
About  nightfall  the  sky  assumed  a  peculiar  lurid  aspect,  becoming 
dark  overhead,  whilst  the  western  horizon  is  lighted  up  with  the  rays 
of  the  setting  sun.  Although  there  is  not  a  cloud  visible,  one  witness¬ 
ing  such  appearances  elsewhere  would  fancy  himself  on  the  eve  of  a 
terrible  storm.  I  attribute  it  to  the  reflection  from  the  green  waters 
of  the  bank.  We  have  cleared  away  all  the  old  eggs  from  the  gannets’ 
nests,  and  these  prolific  layers  are  now  supplying  us  with  fresh.  Of 
fish  we  can  catch  none  except  by  trolling.  We  have  no  better  success 
with  our  turtle  nets. 

Wednesday ,  December  31. — The  weather  has  been  good  all  day,  though 
we  have  had  a  heavy  surf  on  all  the  reefs,  indicating  that  there  is  a 
gale  somewhere  in  our  vicinity,  probably  a  norther  along  the  Mexican 
coast  to  the  westward  of  us.  The  wind  is  at  N.  1ST.  E.  and  moderate,  and 
the  barometer  lias  been  rising  all  day,  though  it  lias  not  been  a  tenth 
below  thirty.  It  is  now  (4  p.  m.)  30.15,  so  that  we  shall  probably  not 
feel  the  gale  here.  Calking  and  painting. 

Thursday ,  January  1 ,  1863. — The  first  day  of  the  new  year;  what 
will  it  bring  forth?  The  Almighty,  for  a  wise  purpose,  hides  future 
events  from  the  eyes  of  mortals,  and  all  we  can  do  is  to  perform  well 
our  parts  and  trust  the  rest  to  His  guidance.  Success,  as  a  general 
rule,  attends  him  who  is  vigilant  and  active,  and  who  is  careful  to  obey 
all  the  laws  of  nature.  It  is  useful  to  look  back  on  this  first  day  of 
new  year  and  see  how  we  have  spent  the  past;  what  errors  we  have 
committed  and  of  what  faults  we  have  been  guilty,  that  we  may  avoid 
the  one  and  reform  the  other.  Although  the  wind  blew  pretty  fresh 
during  the  past  night,  we  did  not  feel  the  gale  in  any  force,  and  to-day 
the  wind  has  moderated  and  the  weather  become  fine  again.  Still 
calking  and  painting.  The  former  seems  to  be  an  interminable  job, 
with  our  small  gang  of  calkers.  In  the  afternoon  a  brig  approached 
the  islands,  near  enough  to  be  seen,  hull  up,  from  the  deck.  She  was 
beating  up  the  bank  to  the  eastward,  probably  from  Yera  Cruz. 

Friday ,  January  2. — The  wind  has  been  fresh  all  day,  until  nightfall, 
from  the  eastward,  being  in  some  sea,  and  as  we  have  been  riding  across 
the  tide  the  ship  has  had  some  motion.  Calking  and  painting,  tarring 
down,  and  squaring  the  ratlines,  etc.  Commenced  condensing  water 
to  supply  the  bark  for  her  return  voyage  to  England.  I  must  get  to 
sea  on  Tuesday,  though  I  fear  we  shall  not  be  quite  done  calking. 
But  the  Banks  expedition  must  be  assembling  off  Galveston,  and  time 
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is  of  importance  to  us  if  we  would  strike  a  blow  at  it  before  it  is  all 
landed.  My  men  will  rebel  a  little  yet;  I  was  obliged  to  trice  one  of 
them  up  for  a  little  insolent  behavior. 

Saturday,  January  3. — A  gale  of  wind,  after  all,  from  tbe  S.  E.,  which 
I  had  hoped  to  escape,  so  rare  is  it  to  have  blows  from  this  quarter  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  We  have  veered  to  45  fathoms  on  each  chain, 
and  are  in  0  fathoms  water  astern  (there  being  9  where  the  anchors  are), 
and  are  tailing  directly  on  the  reef,  with  a  few  hundred  feet  only  between 
us  and  it,  which,  of  course,  makes  me  feel  a  little  solicitude.  We  are 
open  to  the  S.  E.  winds,  though  these  blow  over  the  bank  from  landward ; 
still  the  water  is  deep  and  the  land  distant  and  a  considerable  sea  comes 
in.  I  have  ordered  the  fires  to  be  lighted  under  another  boiler  to  guard 
against  accidents.  The  Areas  are  a  dirty  little  anchorage  for  large 
ships,  being  but  an  open  roadstead,  affording  good  shelter  only  from 
the  north.  There  is  a  very  small  basin  between  the  two  reefs  running 
off  from  the  northern  island,  fit  for  very  small  vessels,  where  they 
would  be  secure  against  northerly  and  southerly  winds;  but  even  here 
they  would  be  exposed  more  or  less  to  winds  from  the  westward. 

Sunday ,  January  4. — Weather  clear,  with  the  wind  fresh  from  toe 
S.  E.,  dying  away  in  the  afternoon.  Having  determined  to  put  to  sea 
this  evening,  we  commenced  getting  our  coal  bags  on  board  from  the 
bark,  omitting  the  usual  Sunday  muster.  Busy  with  the  seamen,  as 
usual  on  such  occasions,  sending  home  their  allotments,  etc.  The 
weather  (3  p.  m.)  begins  to  portend  a  norther,  and  so  I  have  directed 
the  engineer  to  hold  on  with  his  steam  forthe  present.  The  wind  hauled 
to  the  north  about  8  p.  m.,  and  I  delayed  going  out  for  the  night. 

123a - 52 
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List  of  privateers  known  to  have  keen  commissioned  ky 


[No  reports  of  tlie  operations  of  the  Confederate  privateers  having  heen  found,  this  list  is  com- 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  other  privateers  were  fitted  out  and  other  prizes  captured  hy  the  below 
heen  omitted.] 


Name. 

Ports  from  which 
fitted  out. 

Class. 

Master. 

Peter  0.  Cook . 

Calhoun . 

Prizes : 

Panama . 

Dixie . 

Charleston,  $.  C . 

Prizes : 

Glenn . 

Rowena . 

Marv  Alice . 

Gibraltar . 

Mobile,  Ala . 

W.  G.  Ford 

Gordon . 

Charleston,  S.  C _ 

Prizes : 

Protector . 

Win.  McGilvery  . . . 

Gov.  A.  Mouton . 

New  Orleans,  La . 

Isabelia . 

New  Orleans,  La _ 

Jefferson  Davis . 

Charleston,  S.  C . 

Prizes : 

John  Welsh . 

Eifield 

Enchantress . 

S.  J.  Waring . 

Alvarado .  .7 . 

Santa  Clara . 

Brig . 

John  Carver . 

Mary  E.  Thompson . 

Mary  Goodell . 

J.  0.  Nixon . 

New  Orleans,  La . 

Gorton . 

Baltimore,  Md . 

W  T  T*  onrlol  1 

Manassas  . . 

Mariner . 

Wilmington,  N.  C . 

Prize: 

Nathaniel  Chase. . . 

Matilda . 

New  Orleans,  La . 

Bark  . 

Music . 

New  Orleans.  La . 

Petrel . 

Charleston,  S.  C . 

Pioneer . 

New  Orleans,  La  .... 

Submarine  propeller. . 

Rattlesnake . 

Charleston,  S.  C . 

Retribution . 

Galveston,  Tex . 

Prizes : 

Emily  Fisher . 

Hanover . 

J.  P.  Ellicott . . 

gr,ig . 

- Deveraux . 

Prizes : 

B.  K.  Eaton . 

Charleston,  S.  C . 

Schooner . 

Henry  S.  Lebby . 

Betsey  Ames . 

Richard  C.  Bartlett . 

Elsinore . 

Granada . 

Savannah . 

Prize: 

Joseph  . 

Sealine . 

V.  H. Ivy . 

Wm.  H.  Webb . 

Charleston,  S.  C . 

Schooner . 

Brig . 

Baltimore,  Md . . .. 

New  Orleans,  La.... 

Brig . 

Steamer . 

W.  T.  Kendall . 

N.  B.  Baker . 

York . 

Prizes : 

B.  T.  Martin . 

Norfolk,  Yu . 

Schooner  . 

grig . 

Joseph  Leach . 

John  Geoffroy . 

Schooner  . 
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the  Confederate  States ,  together  with  a  list  of  their  prizes. 


piled  only  from  such  official  documents  as  the  Office  of  Naval  War  Records  has  been  able  to  obtain, 
mentioned  vessels,  but  having  no  official  documents  from  which  to  gather  data,  their  names  have 


When  com¬ 
missioned. 


May  25.  1861 
Oct.  14,  1861 


May  15,  1861 


July,  1861 


Feb.  5,  1864 
July  15,  1861 


June  10, 1861 

June  4, 1861 
June  18,  1861 


1861 

,1861 

,1861 

1861 


Tonnage. 


June  8,  1861 
May  15,  1861 
July  10,  1861 


Mar.  81,  1862 
Not.  5, 1862 

Oct.  27,  1862 


Sept.  28, 1861 


May  18,  1861 


June  11, 1861 
May  16,  1861 
May  18,  1861 
July  9,1861 


52 

101 


600 


150 


60 

518 


125 

800 

187 


Guns. 


2  6-nounders 

1  . . 


;  1  18-pounder  . . 
2  12-pounders . 
! 2  6-pounders  . . 


C 1  9-pounder 

[:  - 


95 

95 

387 

135 


400 

273 

82 


4 

1,204 


1  6-pounder . 
10 . 

5 . 


(,  1  18-pounder . 
I  2  carronadcs.. 

1  6-pounder.  ... 

2  12-pounders. . 


Men. 


15 

40 


150 


4  to  6 . 

2  6-pounders . 
2 . 


150 


171 


53 


179 

454 

656 

68 


Magazine  of  ex¬ 
plosives. 

6 . 


1  15-poundcr.. 
4  12-ponnders. 
1  6-pounder... 


30 


30 

50 


25 

225 

75 


40 

25 

36 

30 


150 

100 

35 


130 


30 


46 


Date  of 
capture. 


May,  1861 
May,  1861 
Mav  29, 1861 


July31,1861 
July,  1861 
July  25, 1861 


July 28, 1861 
July,  1861 


July  6,1861 
July  6,1861 
J  uly  7, 1861 
July  21, 1861 
Aug.  5, 1861 
Aug.,  1861 
July  9,1861 
July  9,1861 


July  25, 1861 


Feb.  19,1863 
Jan.  31, 1863 
Jan.  10, 1863 


30 


35 

60 

100 

30 


Oct.  30,1861 
Oct.  17,  1861 


Oct.  12,1861 


June  3, 1861 


Remarks. 


Captured  Nov.  12,  1861,  by  the 
bark  Wm.  G.  Anderson, 
Capt.Wm.C.  Rogers,  U.  S.N. 


Formerly  the  slaver  Echo. 


Formerly  revenue  cutter  Aiken. 
Sunk  by  U.  S.  frigate  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  Capt.  H.  T.  Purviance, 
G.  S.  N„  July  28,  1861. 

Formerly  Nashville.  Destroyed 
February  28,  1863,  by  Ut  S. 
monitor  Mon tauk,  Command¬ 
er  John  L.  Worden,  U.  S.  N. 


Formerly  the  Virginia. 


Driven  ashore  and  destroyed  by 
the  U.  S.  S. Union,  Commandei 
J.  R.  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N., 
August  9, 1861. 


Recaptured. 
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Capture  of  the  brig  Betsey  Ames  by  the  C.  S.  privateer  Sallie,  October  17 , 

1861. 

Libel  of  H.  S.  Lebby,  master  of  C.  S.  privateer  Sallie,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  against 

the  brig  Betsey  Ames. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

South  Carolina  district ,  in  admiralty  : 

To  the  Hon.  A.  G.  MAORATH,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  States  for  the  South  Carolina  District : 

The  libel  of  H.  S.  Lebby,  master  of  the  private  armed  schooner  called 
the  Sallie,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  of  the  owners  and  of  the  rest  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  said  privateer  and  of  the  Confederate  States, 
against  the  brig  Betsey  Ames,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo, 
alleges  and  articulately  propounds  and  declares  as  follows: 

1.  That  open  and  public  war  did,  at  all  times  mentioned  in  this  libel, 
exist  and  does  still  exist  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

2.  That  the  said  H.  S.  Lebby,  on  the  [28th]  day  of  [September],  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1861,  did  receive  from  the  President  of  the  Confed¬ 
erate  States  of  America  a  commission  authorizing  him,  the  said  H.  S. 
Lebby,  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  Sallie,  to  subdue,  seize,  and 
take  any  armed  or  unarmed  United  States  vessel,  public  or  private. 

3.  That  in  pursuance  of  said  commission  he,  the  said  II.  S.  Lebby, 
master  as  aforesaid,  being  on  a  cruise  in  the  said  Sallie  on  the  [17th] 
day  of  [October  I,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  on  the  high  seas,  to  wit,  opposite 
Bahama  Banks,  in  longitude  70°,  did  subdue,  seize,  and  take  as  prize 
of  war  the  said  brig  called  the  Betsey  Ames,  whereof  one  [Bichard  C. 
Bartlett]  was  master,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  machinery,  boilers,  flues, 
apples,  onions,  cabbages,  corn  meal,  animal  carbon,  and  other  articles, 
bound  from  New  York  to  Cardenas,  and  that  the  said  brig,  her  tackle, 
apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo  did  belong  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  or  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  was  and  is  the  lawful  subject  of  prize;  and  that  the 
said  brig,  having  been  taken  and  seized  as  aforesaid,  has  been  brought 
in  charge  of  a  prize  master  and  prize  crew  into  the  North  EdistoBiver, 
to  wit,  at  Charleston,  one  of  the  ports  of  the  Confederate  States,  for 
legal  adjudication,  and  is  now  in  the  said  port  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  honorable  court. 

4.  That  by  reason  of  the  matters  aforesaid  the  said  brig,  called  the 
Betsey  Ames,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo,  have  become 
forfeited  as  war  prize. 

5.  That  all  the  aforesaid  premises  are  and  were  true,  public,  and 
notorious,  and  within  the  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the 
Confederate  States  and  of  this  honorable  court,  of  which  due  proof 
being  made  the  libelant  prays  the  usual  process  and  monition  of  this 
honorable  court  in  this  behalf  to  be  made,  and  that  all  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  said  brig,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  cargo,  may 
be  cited  in  general  and  especial  to  answer  the  premises,  and  all  due 
proceedings  being  had  thereon,  that  the  said  brig,  her  tackle,  apparel, 
furniture,  and  cargo,  may  be  condemned  by  the  definite  sentence  and 
decree  of  this  honorable  court  as  forfeited  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful 
prize,  to  be  distributed  as  by  law  is  provided  respecting  captures  made 
by  private  armed  vessels. 

B.  C.  Pressley, 
Libelant'S  Proctor. 
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Decision  of  the  C.  S.  district  court  in  the  case  of  the  C.  S.  privateer  Sallie  v.  the  brig  Betsey 

Ames  and  her  cargo. 

IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  COURT,  SOUTH  CAROLINA  DISTRICT. 

The  officers,  owners,  and  crew  of  the'] 
jirivateer  Sallie 

v.  ( 

The  Betsey  Ames  and  her  cargo.  J 

On  hearing  read  the  report  of  the  commissioner,  with  the  evidence 
taken  in  preparation,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed  that  the 
vessel  and  cargo  be  condemned  and  forfeited  as  lawful  prize  of  war.  It 
is  further  ordered  that  the  marshal,  after  public  advertisement,  proceed 
to  sell,  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  day  of  November,  the  said  vessel  and  her 
cargo  at  public  auction  for  cash,  and  pay  out  the  proceeds  of  such  sale 
according  to  law. 

A.  G.  Magratii. 

November  14,  1861. 

True  copy : 

H.  Y.  Gray, 

Clerk. 


Letter  from  A.  Lilly ,  late  C.  S.  privateer  Beauregard ,  to  the  Secretary  of 

War  of  the  Confederate  States ,  setting  forth  his  case  as  prisoner  at  Key 

West ,  Fla. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  February  11 ,  1862. 

Honorable  Sir:  On  the  5th  of  last  November,  myself  and  twenty- 
six  others  left  the  city  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  on  the  schooner  Beauregard 
for  the  purpose  of  privateering  and  destroying  the  vessels  of  our  North¬ 
ern  enemies,  under  a  commission  of  our  honored  President,  and  on  the 
12th  of  November  we  were  captured  by  a  Northern  bark  called  the 
William  G.  Anderson ,  commanded  by  one  William  C.  Kogers,  and  were 
brought  to  this  place,  and  on  the  20tli  of  November  put  into  the  county 
jail,  where  we  have  been  closely  confined  ever  since.  Our  situation 
since  our  capture  has  been  truly  a  deplorable  one,  as  we  have  suffered 
under  almost  every  privation,  such  as  the  want  of  necessary  food,  want 
of  good  water,  want  of  necessary  exercise,  together  with  every  indig¬ 
nity  while  on  the  bark,  such  as  the  most  scurrilous  language  from  the 
officers  and  commander,  and  fed  for  nine  days  on  ship  biscuit  and  water 
only.  At  this  place  our  fare  is  but  little  better,  being  of  the  coarsest 
kind  and  as  filthy  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine. 

My  object  in  this  instance  is  to  call  upon  you  and  the  proper  authori¬ 
ties  to  see  if  you  can  not  do  something  to  relieve  us  from  our  sufferings. 
All  of  us  are  ready  and  willing  at  any  moment  to  do  all  that  lies  in  our 
power  to  assist  our  country  in  defending  its  rights  to  the  fullest  extent 
of  our  ability. 

The  people  of  this  island  are  at  least  two-thirds  in  favor  of  the  South, 
but  they  have  been  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Northern  Government,  and  are  continually  watched  with  the  strictest 
vigilance.  There  are  now3,500  Northern  troops  on  the  island,  and  many 
more  expected  daily.  Anarchy  reigns  rampant  on  this  island. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lilly. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 


_ 
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Abbott,  William  A.  Report  of  recapture  of  schooner  George  G.  Baker,  Aug. 

8, 1861 .  61 

Abby  Bradford,  American  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  25,  1861.  Report  of  Raphael  Seemes .  622 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize.  Communication  from  Raphael  Semmes .  624 

Recapture  of,  Aug.  13, 1861.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter .  65 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter,  p.  104. 

Mentioned .  65,  92,  97, 105,  623-625,  628,  632,  698,  744 

A.  B.  Thompson,  American  ship. 

Capture  of,  May  21, 1861.  Communication  from  Daniel  Hood .  33 

Mentioned . 33 

Abeille,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  705 

A.  C.  Gunnison,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Acheron,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  217,645,721-724 

Achilles,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  336 

Ada,  American  brig.  Mentioned . 1 .  296 

Adams,  Charles  F.  Mentioned .  156, 

160,  161,  168,  169,  190,  191,  201,  230,  231,  278,  299,  364,  395-397, 
399,  401,  405,  414,  429,  430,  468,  508,  509,  575,  593,  601,  686,  763 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  London,  U.  S.  minister  at. 

Adams,  George  M.  Mentioned .  653 

Adams,  Richard.  Mentioned .  85 

Adderly,  H.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  427,  567,  756,  757 

Adela,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Adeline,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  63 

Adelso,  Blockade  runner.  Case  of.  Communication  from  S.  W.  Macy .  66 

Adirondack,  U.  S.  S. 

Loss  of,  Aug.  23,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  422,  426 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  428 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at .  427 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  428 

Spotts,  James  H .  420 

Reports  of 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  419 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  420,  422 

Green,  Joseph  F .  425 

Parker,  James .  424 
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Admiralty,  British.  Correspondence  with  Page. 

Foreign  Office,  British .  158, 161, 163, 172,  325 

Mason,  James  M . . . . .  157 

Moir,  James . 172 

Williams,  Richard . - .  163 

Adrianna,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . 87 


African  Squadron.  Movements  of  vessels  of.  Report  of  William  Inman - 63,99 

Agents,  C.  S.  Seizure  of,  Dec.  7, 1861. 

Communications  from 


Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at . .  233 

Smith,  Frederick  F . . . . .  237 

Zacharie,  J.  W . - .  235 

Report  of  Daniel  B.  Ridgely .  232,  233 

Agnes,  British  schooner.  Mentioned . 536 

Agrippina,  Bark.  Mentioned .  559,575,586,771,773,774,783,805,806 

Agrippina,  C.  S.  hark.  Owners  of.  Correspondence  with - McQueen...  771 

Alabama,  *  C.  S.  S. 

Captures  by,  list  of .  780 

Escape  of,  from  Liverpool,  July  30, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Bulloch,  James  D . 771-775,  777 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at . 415 

London,  U.  S.  minister  at . . . _ .  415 

Report  of  T.  Augustus  Craven .  414 

Escape  of,  from  Martinique,  Nov.  19, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Martinique,  Governor  of .  550 

Martinique,  U.  S.  consul  at .  551 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto .  554 

Reports  of 

Baker,  John .  554 

Chandler,  R . 552,553 

Coop,  Henry  J .  552 

Keene,  Henry  T . .  553 

Ronckendorff,  William .  549 

Semmes,  Raphael . . 778 

See  also  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Fitting  out  of.  Communication  from  Bulloch,  James  D .  770-777 

Journal  of,  Aug.  20, 1862,  to  Jan.  4, 1863 .  783-817 

Mentioned . 415.417,419,421, 

429,  431,  433,  463,  470,  472,  476,  480,  482-484,  486,  490,  493,  502,'  506-510, 517- 
520,  522,  523,  525-530,  533,  538,  542,  543,  545,  546,  549-554,  559,  572-575.  577- 


583,  586-595,  597,  602-605  607,  609,  686,  688.  769,  773,  775-784,  809,  810,  812 


Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Bulloch,  James  D . 775-777 

Delano,  J.  C .  493 

Lisbon,  U.  S.  minister  at .  499 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . .  491,  529,  583 

Redden,  Henry .  527 

Smith,  John  T .  528 

Reports  of 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  490;  540 


Also  known  as  the  290  and  the  Enrica. 
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Alabama,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Pago. 

Operations  and  movements  of— Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Ronckendorff,  William .  574 

Senimes,  Raphael .  778 

Wilkes,  Charles .  483 

Search  for. 

Communications  from 

Barbados,  U.  S.  consul  at . 590 

Brava,  Cape  Yerde  Islands,  U.  S.  consul  at .  607 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  575 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  537 

Glisson,  Oliver  S .  606 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M .  431 

Jones,  J.  D .  508 

Keene,  Henry  T .  590 

Lee,  Samuel  P .  517,  520 

Lisbou,  U.  S.  minister  at .  537 

Marshall,  C.  H .  545 

Montgomery,  John  B .  601 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  525 

Nicholson,  James  W.  A .  530 

Paulding,  Hiram .  529,  532 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  511 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  597 

Wilkes,  Charles .  483, 593 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  509,  510,  587 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S..  416,  417,  508,  517,  518,  522,  523,  533,  575,  601 
Reports  of 

Baldwin,  Charles  H .  538,  563,  605 

Bryson,  Andrew .  537,546,562 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  428,  519,  609 

Glisson,  Oliver  S .  592 

McKinstry,  James  P .  545 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick .  575 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  540 

Ronckendorff,  William .  559,  589,  602 

Wilkes,  Charles .  502,  505,  542,  557,  558, 571,  586 

Supplies  for.  Communications  from  owners  of  British  hark  Agrippina.. .  771 

Albemarle,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  50 

Albert  Adams,  American  brigantine.  Mentioned .  619,620,622,630,695,744 

Albury,  John.  Mentioned . 567,  568 

Alert,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  780,789 

Alert,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  516 

Alice,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  559 

Alice,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  492,493 

Allen,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  257,  261,  262,  484,  485,  497,  499,  504,  512, 595 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Bermuda,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Allen,  George  D.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  536 

Alma,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  259 

Almy,  John  J.  Report  of  search  for  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  March  1-April  12, 

1862  . - .  344 

Altamaha,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  780,789 

Alvarado,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  318 

Amazon,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  644 
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America,  Steamer.  Mentioned . .  .  302 

American  Eagle,  Bark.  Mentioned  .  305,  306 

Anandale,  H.  A.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from  Martinique,  Nov. 

23,  1861  .  216 

Anderson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  764 

Andrew,  John  A.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Massachusetts,  Governor  of. 

Andrews,  W.  S.  G.  Mentioned .  51 

Andrews,  William.  Mentioned .  508,  509,  521,  688-690 

Andros,  R.  S.,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  22 

Angela  Brewer,  Bark.  Mentioned .  306 

Anglia,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400,501 

Ann  E.  Berry,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  402 

Antonica,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  556,562,582 

Apponyi,  Count.  Mentioned .  170 

Arcade,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . - .  646,726,744 

Archibald,  Edward  M.  Mentioned .  192 

Areal,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  767 

Arerall,  C.B.  Mentioned .  818 

Ariadne,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  308,  368 

Ariel,  American  steamer. 

Capture  of,  Dec.  7, 1862. 

Communication  from  Theodorus  Bailey .  595 

Reports  of 

Sartori,  Lewis  C .  577,  579 

Semmes,  Raphael .  778 

Statement  of  A.  G.  Jones .  782 

Disposition  of,  as  prize .  782 

Mentioned .  577-579,  595,  603,  608,  609,  779,  780,  782,  811 

Arizona,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  492 

Arkansas,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  441 

Armstrong,  James  F. 

Reports  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville  into  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  Feb. 

28,  1862  .  332,333 

Mentioned  .  63,333 

Armstrong,  Richard  F. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  684 

Mentioned . 613,614,683-686,771 

Aroostook,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  337,342,350-351 

Aspinwall,  New  Granada.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  Thomas  M.  Brasher .  89 

Aspinwall,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  66 

Aspinwall,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  Allan  McLane .  16 

Mentioned . g 

Asterion,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  637 

Astree,  French  steamer.  Mentioned . ; .  36g 

Atherton,  William,  Sir.  Mentioned .  168 

Atlantic,  Brigantine.  Mentioned  .  556 

Atlantic,  British  steamer .  742 

Atlantic,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  302  492 

Auchrim,  John  L.  Mentioned .  743  752 

Augusta,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  115  526  529 

Augusta  Jessie,  British  bark.  Mentioned . 34 

Austin,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  492 

Austria,  Emperor  of.  Mentioned .  Igg 
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Averett,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  768 

Azores  Islands.  Affairs  in  vicinity  of. 

Communication  from  U.  S.  minister  at  Lisbon .  580 

Report  of  Daniel  P.  Upton .  481 

B.  C.  Scribner,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  118 

B.  K.  Eaton,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  389,818 

B.  T.  Martin,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  59,60,818 

Bacchante,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 

Bacon,  Francis.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  240,  241 

Backus,  Simeon.  Correspondence  with  State  Department,  U.  S .  67 

Bahama,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400, 

416,  527,  537,  575, 580,  686,  756-759,  763,  764,  775,  776,  783-786,  788 
Bahama  Islands,  Governor  of. 

.Correspondence  with  Guert  Gansevoort .  411 

Mentioned . .  404,  406,  408,  410, 428,  486,  487,  491,  502,  555,  556,  571 

Bailey,  Theodoras. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  598 

Wilkes,  Charles .  595 

Mentioned .  301 

Bainbridge,  U.  S,  brig.  Mentioned .  72,  74,  75,  76,  78 

Baker,  John. 

Mentioned .  549,554 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  from  Martinique,  Nov.  19, 1862 .  551 

Baker,  N.  B.  Mentioned .  818 

Baker,  T.  Harrison.  Mentioned .  28,29,30,818 

Baker,  William  L.  Mentioned .  383,384 

Baldwin,  Augustus  S. 

Mentioned .  347-349 

Reports  of  cruise  and  conditions  of  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  March  1-April 

12,  1862 . 335,  336,  338,  342,  349 

For  correspondence,  see  Birnie,  Edward  A. 

Baldwin,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  533,575 

Mentioned .  544 

Reports  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama .  538,  563,  605 

Ball,  Mr.  Mentioned . 274 

Ball,  William  H.  Mentioned .  43 

Ballin,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  97 

Baltic,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  236,  337,  338,  342-344,  346,  347 

Bamberg,  Ship.  Mentioned .  98 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned .  587 

Barbados,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  807 

Barbados,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  William  Ronckendorff .  590 

Mentioned .  91, 106,  303 

Barcelona,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  482,  490,  519 

Bard,  James  I.  Mentioned .  818 

Baring  Brothers  &  Co.  Mentioned .  202,  362,  372,  387,  656,  737 

Barney,  Hiram.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  548 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  38 

Mentioned .  539 


Same  as  G.  S.  S.  Alabama. 
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Barney,  Joseph  N.  Mentioned . - . : .  769 

Barnstein,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  527 


Baron  de  Castine,  American  brig. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  29,  1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20, 1862, 


to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize .  781 

Mentioned .  526,  780,  781,  802 

Barracouta,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  368,  555,  571,  651 

Barrett,  Doctor.  Mentioned .  765,766,767,768 

Barstow,  I.  E.  Mentioned .  345 

Bartlett,  John  K.  Mentioned .  351 

Bartlett,  Richard  C.  Mentioned .  228,818,820 

Bayley,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  404,  408,  410,  428,  491,  572 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Bahamas  Islands,  Governor  of.  . 

Beaufort,  Duke  of.  Mentioned .  738 

Beaufort,  M.  P.  Mentioned . 614,684 

Beaumont,  John  C.  Mentioned .  342,  350 

Beauregard,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Capture  of,  Nov.  12,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  bark  W.  G.  Anderson .  207 

Reports  of  William  C.  Rogers .  206,  211 

Mentioned .  121,  206,  207,  211,  818,  821 

Bedingfield,  Norman  B.  Mentioned .  24 

Belcher,  F.  Mentioned .  818 

Bell,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bissell,  Simon  B .  291,  297 

Hollins,  George  N .  20 

McDougal,  David .  304,  394 

Middleton,  Edward .  304,  383 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  274,  303,  391,  392,  594 

Palmer,  James  S .  21 

Sartori,  Lewis  C .  580 

Stanly,  Fabius . . .  384,  471,  584 

Mentioned .  379,  577,  573 

Relinquishes  command  of  U.  S.  forces  in  Mediterranean  Sea .  37 

Reports  of 


Mediterranean  Sea.  Operations  and  movements  of  U.  S.  naval  forces 

in . - .  20,23,26,35 


Messina,  Italy.  Disturbances  at .  4,  5,  6 

Mexico.  Affairs  in . .  383 

Pacific  coast.  English  and  French  naval  forces  on .  391 

Pacific  Squadron.  Operations  and  movements  of  vessels  of .  279, 


291,  298,  303,  357 


Panama.  Affairs  at .  401 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Fitting  out  of . . .  292 

Bella  Engracia,  Spanish  brig.  Mentioned .  63 


Belligerents,  rights  of.  See  Neutrality  regulations. 

Bellups,  Quartermaster.  Mentioned . . . . .  767 

Ben,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  285 

Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  4X9 

Ben  Dunning,  American  brigantine.  Mentioned .  619,  620,  622,  630,  695,  744 

Benjamin  Burgess,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  49 

Benjamin,  Judah  P.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  State  Department,  C.  S. 
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Benjamin  Tucker,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  780  790 

Bennett,  Captain.  Mentioned .  gg 

Bennett,  John  W.  Mentioned .  748  752 

Berg,  H.  H.  Mentioned .  385 

Bermuda,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  230,  277,  317,  364 

Bermuda,  Islands  of.  Affairs  at. 

Communications  from 

Stone,  David  M .  98 

U.  S.  consul  at  Bermuda .  515 

Reports  of 

De  Camp,  John .  257 

Frailey,  J ames  M .  257 

LeRoy,  William  E .  261 

Wilkes,  Charles .  483,  493, 502 

Bermuda,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Glisson,  Oliver  S . .  596,  597 

Stevens,  Thomas  H .  502 

Wilkes,  Charles .  493,494,495,496 

Mentioned .  121, 161,  247,  261,  484,  488,  494,  502,  504,  512,  516,  528,  569,  595 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  494,515 

Mentioued .  120, 

202,  219,  222,  243,  247,  257,  261,  262,  484,  485,  497-499,  502-504,  563,  595 

Bernstorff,  Count. 

Correspondence  with  Baron  Gerolt .  174 

Mentioned .  176 

Berry,  B.  W.  Mentioned .  51,818 

Bertholier,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  385 

Berthollet,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  368 

Betsey  Ames,  American  brig. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  17, 1861. 

Communication  from  James  H.  Young .  228 

Libel  of  master  of  C.  S.  privateer  Sallie .  820 

Order  of  C.  S.  district  court .  821 

Mentioned .  818 

Betsey  Williams,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  557 

Beveridge,  J.  Mentioned .  747 

Bierwirth,  Leopold  D.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Departmeut,  U.  S .  229 

Bird,  Captain.  Mentioned .  227 

Birnie.  Edward  A. 

Correspondence  with  Hiram  Paulding .  336 

Mentioned .  337,339,350 

Bissell,  Simon  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Charles  H .  291,  297 

Montgomery,  John  B .  54,  57 
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Madrid,  IJ.  S.  minister  at .  317,  320,  359,  370 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  230,297,389,395,405,430,468,565,566 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick .  575 

Patey,  Charles  G.  E .  279,  294,  295,  300 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  381,396,507 

Shelby,  John .  418 

Stewart,  Sir  Houston .  429,  430 

Tangier,  U.  S.  consul  at .  310 

Upton,  Daniel  P .  489 


838 


INDEX, 


Craven,  T.  Augustus— Continued.  PaSe- 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

W arden,  Frederick .  *®7 

Willcox,  J.  A . 278 

Mentioned .  HI,  203,  249,  305,  312- 

319,  358,  360,  361,  382,  385,  396,  397,  481,  489,  490,  521,  541,  562,  575,  746,777 

Reports  of 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Escape  of,  from  Liverpool,  July  30, 1862 .  414 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  428,519,609 

Cornubia  and  Thistle.  Boarding  of,  Nov.,  1862  .  564,565 

Myers  and  Tunstall,  Messrs.  Seizure  of,  Feb.  19, 1862  .  310,  392 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.  Operations  and  movements  of .  275,  277,  286,  299 

Neutrality  regulations,  British .  289,  293,  322 

Southampton.  Arrival  at .  398,400 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Abandonment  of .  373 

Crawford,  Joseph  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  283 

Washington,  British  minister  at .  171 

Mentioned .  171, 172,  232,  283 

Creesy,  Josiah  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus . . .  312,  319,  322 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  291,386 

Palermo,  U.  S.  consul  at. . -. . . .  372 

Pickering,  Charles  W . . . * . - .  364 

Tucker,  N.  E .  372 

Mentioned . . .  310,  314,  386,  392,  544,  673 

Reports  of 

Commerce.  Protection  of . . .  276 

Myers  and  Tunstall,  Messrs.  Seizure  of,  Feb.  19, 1862  .  312,  318 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Search  for .  231 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Abandonment  of .  386 

W.  E.  Alexander,  schooner.  Case  of .  371 

Crenshaw,  American  schooner. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  26,  1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,  1862, 
to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Mentioned . . .  527,  780,  799,  800 

Crescent,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  768 

Cridland,  P.  J.  Mentioned . 237 

Crocker,  Mr.  Mentioned . . .  216 

Crol,  J.  D.  Mentioned .  362 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Curasao,  Governor  of. 

Crusader,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  62,  111,  705 

Cuba,  Steamer  Mentioned .  432,  492,  493 

Cuba,  American  brigantine.  Mentioned .  619-622,  630,  631,  695,  696,  744 

Cuddy,  Thomas  C.  Mentioned . . .  614,  684,  770 

Cumberland,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned . . . . . .  743 

Cummings,  Simeon  W.  Mentioned .  614  684 

Cura9ao,  Governor  of. 

'  Correspondence  with 

Palmer,  James  S .  205 

Porter,  David  D . .  79,  80,  81,  82 

Senimes,  Raphael .  g21  697 

Mentioned . . . .  78,  93, 105,  204,  362,  631,  697^  698 
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Cura9ao,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Page 

Correspondence  with 

St.  Thomas,  U.  S.  consul  at .  47 

State  Department,  U.  S .  89 

Mentioned .  66,  88, 204,  205,  697 

Curgenven,  R.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones. 

Curlew,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  115,117,118 

Curry,  Azariah.  Mentioned .  598 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.  Mentioned .  476 

Curtis,  Cornelius.  Correspondence  with  Gustavus  H.  Scott .  113 

Cyane,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  25,  46,  53,  54,  56,  57,  71,  88,  279, 291,  292,  298,  357 

Dabney,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  480,  481,  482,  541,  546 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Fayal,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  214,  217, 


219,  224,  230,  246,  251,  252,  336,  338, 340,  431,  470,  472,  487,  488,  491-493, 
505,  507, 508,  513,  525,  529,  532,  542,  545,  548,  556,  586,  666,  686,  735,  742 


Dade,  F.  C. 

Mentioned .  437,  442,  452 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept.  4, 1862 .  444 

Dahlgren,  Charles  B. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  133 

Mentioned . .  134, 135 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  Commissioners,  Nov.  8, 1861 .  138 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  15,  43,  44 

Mentioned .  15 

Dale,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  38,44,46 


Dalton,  J.  Frank.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Moble  Bay,  Sept. 


4, 1862  .  451 

Dalton,  W.  R.  Mentioned .  752 

Daniel  Trowbridge,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . .  209,  216,  239,  637,  716,  717,  744 

Darling,  T.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  423,424,427 

Dames,  Captain.  Mentioned .  568 

Davis,  Jefferson.  Mentioned  . .  14,  28-30, 122, 167,180,  206,  407,  712,  769 

Dawson,  Frank.  Mentioned .  748 

Day,  Towboat.  Mentioned . 302 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  51 

De  Camp,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  242,  272,  273 

Mentioned .  64,  242,  249,  262,  286,  289,  300,  309,  739 

Reports  of 

Bermuda.  Affairs  at .  257 

Commerce.  Protection  of .  280,  303,  306 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Search  for .  362 

Delafield,  R.  Mentioned .  539 

Delano,  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  493 

Delisle,  Emile  S.  Mentioned .  559 

DeLong,  James.  Mentioned .  310,  312,  314,  315,  317,  318,  358-360,  382 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Tangier,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Delta,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  524 

Derby,  Lord.  Mentioned .  741 

Desperate,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . ■ .  368,  488,  496,  497,  503,  511,  512,  516 

De  Soto,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  208,  245 

Devastation,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 
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Devereaux,  Captain.  Mentioned . 42,818 

Devereux,  A.  S.  C.  Mentioned... . 781 

Dias,  Don  Mariano. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  620 

Mentioned .  620,625,696 

Dimick,  Justin. 

Correspondence  with  William  L.  Hudson .  146 

Mentioned .  146, 147, 148 

Dixie,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  121,  818 

Dixie,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  603 

Doane,  Daniel.  Mentioned . - .  51,818 

“Doblado.”  Mentioned .  355 

Donaldson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  109,459 

Donegal,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  308,368 

Dornin,  Thomas  A.  Mentioned . „ .  64,99 

Douglas,  Mr.  Mentioned .  427 

Drain,  Francis  P.  Mentioned . 602 

Drummond-Hay,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  671,  672 

Mentioned .  315,  360,  665,  668,  670,  671,  673,  674,  678,  742 

Duchaxel,  M.  E.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  650,  651 

Mentioned .  645 

Dudley,  Thomas  H.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Liverpool,  TJ.  8.  consul  at. 

Duguid,  H.  Mentioned .  363,  364,  763 

Duncan,  James.  Mentioned .  767 

Duncan,  Johnson  K.  Mentioned .  628,692,693 

Dunkirk,  American  brigantine,  Mentioned .  527,780,793,794 

Dunlop,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  159,  249,  354,  355,  368,  369 

Dunn,  Edward  T.  Mentioned .  585 

Dunton,  F.  J.  Mentioned .  231,  276 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  Samuel  L .  114 

Gansevoort,  Guert . 420,426 

Marchand,  John  B .  114 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  15, 16, 113, 115-117,  422 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  256 

Spotts,  James  H .  420 

Mentioned .  15 

124,  126, 129,  202,  225,  259,  270,  271,  281,  389,  417,  422,  426,  472,  541,  642,  643 
Reports  of 

Adirondack,  U.  S.  S.  Loss  of,  Aug.  23,  1862 .  419 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of .  258 

Dyke,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  7gg 

E.  Cline,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  4g 

E.  Drummond,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  104 

E.  J.  Talbot,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . . .  247  251 

E.  W.  Perry,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . 246 

Eagle,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  530  572 

Eagle,  Henry.  Mentioned . 1 .  932 

Eastern  State,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  597 

East  India  Squadron.  Movements  of  vessels  of.  Report  of  J.  P.  McKinstry .  246 
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Eastman,  Captain.  Mentioned .  225  226 

Eben  Dodge,  American  bark.  Mentioned . . . .  646  728  744 

Echo,  Brig.  See  Jeff.  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer. 

.  Eclipse,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  55g 

Economist,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Edgar,  John  T.  Mentioned .  289,603 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  St.  Thomas,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Edge,  George  W.  Mentioned .  45,818 

Edwards,  John.  Mentioned .  43 

Edwards,  Thomas.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay, 

Sept.  4,  1862  .  450 

Eggleston,  Ebenezer  S.  Mentioned .  312,313,375,377 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Cadiz,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Eggleston,  John  R.  Mentioned .  76g 

Elias  Reed,  Confederate  schooner. 

Mentioned .  533-536,541,558 

Seizure  of,  Nov.  5,  1862. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  534 

Reports  of  Napoleon  Collins .  533,535 

Statements  of 

Johnstone,  John  A .  536 

Roberts,  Stephen .  536 

Royley,  Edward,  et  al .  534 

Elisha  Dunbar,  American  bark.  Mentioned . .  780,  790 

Eliza  Bonsall,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  245,  255,  260,  267,  285 

Ella  Warley,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  245,  248, 255,  259, 260,  267,  285 

Elsinore,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  818 

Embleton,  Captain.  Mentioned .  427 

Emily  Farnham,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  510,517,780,792,793 

Emily  Fisher,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  818 

Emma,  British  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  23, 1862.  Report  of  Guert  Gansevoort .  402 

Mentioned .  402,403,406 

Emmerson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  98 

Empire  Parish,  Confederate  steamer.  Mentioned .  693 

Enchantress,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . .  42,818 

Endicott,  Charles.  Mentioned .  231,  276 

Engle,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  246 

Enoch  Train,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  26 

Enrica,  Steamer.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S. 

Equal,  Schooner.  Mentioned.. . 501 

Eschol,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  480 

Essex,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned .  274 

Esther,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  487,  488 

Eugenia  Smith  affair.  See  Agents,  C.  S.  Seizure  of,  Dec.  7, 1861. 

Eugenia  Smith,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  190, 192,  220,  232,  233,  235,  237 

Eustis,  Captain.  Mentioned .  227 

Eustis,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  163 

Eustis,  George. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  141, 142, 145 

Mentioned .  130-134, 

136-143, 151, 153,  155, 159, 167, 173,  177, 178, 180, 187, 192, 193, 196 

Evans,  Captain.  Mentioned .  427 

Evans,  James.  Mentioned .  748,752 
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Evans,  William  E.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes . . . . .  627 

Mentioned .  613,  614,  695,  696,  702,  703,  711,  771 

Everglade,  Steamer.  Mentioned . - .  18 

Ewart,  Charles  J.  F.  Mentioned .  428 

Eytinge,  Henry  S. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  126, 127 

Mentioned .  224,  307,  346 

Reports  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Sumter . - .  222,308 

Ezilda,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  98 

Fairfax,  Donald  McN. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  133 

Mentioned .  64, 130-132, 134-139, 155, 158, 163, 179 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  Commissioners,  Nov.  8,  1861 .  133 

Fairfield,  George  H.  Mentioned .  551,  559 

Falcon,  British  brigantine.  Mentioned .  717 

Falmouth,  Slaver. 

Case  of.  See  Clarissa  and  Falmouth,  Slavers.  Case  of. 

Mentioned .  24,  366,  367,  374-378 

Falmouth,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  84,  90 

Fannie  Lewis,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  501,  570 

Farnsworth,  B.  B.,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  781 

Farragut,  David  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  455 

Preble,  George  H .  433,  434,  440,  456 

Mentioned .  356,  368,  369,  390,  434,  440,  445,  446,  457,  458,  461,  463,  468,  472 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept.  4, 1862  .  431 

Farrer,  George  W.  Mentioned .  268 

Fauntleroy,  Charles  M.  Mentioned .  746,752 

Fayal,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  P.  Upton . . .  480 

Mentioned .  480,  482,  490,  541,  546,  562 

Fearn,  Walker. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  644 

Mentioned .  735 

Fergola,  General.  Mentioned .  4-7 

Fessenden,  Samuel  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  389 

Fessenden,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Hood,  Daniel .  33 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  33 

Mentioned .  458,459 

Fifield,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  William  L.  Hudson .  42 

Mentioned .  37,  41-43,  818 

Fin  gal,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  202,  230,  745 

Fisher,  Coxswain.  Mentioned .  794 

Fisher,  John  T.  Correspondence  with  Thomas  Cann .  528 

Fitch,  R.  H.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Preble .  452 

Fitzhugh,  William  E.  Mentioned . 54 

Flag,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  g4 

Flahault,  Count.  Mentioned .  164, 165  169  177 

Flambeau,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  207,  222,  245,  246,  254-256,  259,  26o’  270*  271 

Florida,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  17 
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Florida,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  5g2' 

Florida,*  C.  S.  S. 

Escape  of,  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept.  4, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Farragut,  David  G .  433,440,455,456 

Lincoln,  Abraham . 459 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 761 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  458 

Preble,  George  H .  434,  441,  445- 

Thornton,  James  S .  457 

Court  of  enquiry 

Findings  and  opinion . 466. 

Testimony  of 

Maffitt,  John  N . 464 

Thornton,  James  S .  460 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Oneida .  432 

Reports  of 

Brown,  F.  S .  443. 

Dade,  F.  C .  444 

Dalton,  J.  Frank .  451 

Edwards,  Thomas .  450. 

Farragut,  David  G .  431 

Green,  Francis  M .  449. 

Hassler,  C.  W .  447 

Herold,  James .  454 

Naile,  Fred.  J .  453 

Parker,  William .  455 

Preble,  George  H .  432,  433,  436 

Ross,  Elijah .  450’ 

Sicard,  Montgomery .  442 

Taylor,  John  Y .  446 

Wood,  George  W .  453 

Statement  of  assistant  engineers  of  U.  S.  S.  Oneida .  452 

See  also  Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  4,  to  Dec.  31,  1862. 

Fitting  out  of. 

Communications  from 

Bulloch,  James  D .  753,  755,  756 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at .  363- 

London,  U.  S.  minister  at .  364 

Abstract  log  of,  Aug.  17, 1862,  to  Jan.  15, 1863 .  769’ 

Journal  of,  May  4  to  Dec.  31, 1862  .  763-769 

Mentioned .  317,  363,  364,  373,  388,  397,  398,  399,  400,  404,  407,  408,  416, 


419-423,431,  433,  435,  436-438,  440,  442,  443,  445-455,  457-460,  462-468,  470,. 
472,  476,  506,  513,  558,  588,  685,  686,  753-756,  758,  759-761,  763-767,  769,  771 


Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Bulloch,  James  D .  756 

Griunell,  M.  H .  468 

Havana,  Confederate  agent  at .  760 

Low,  John . 757 

Maffitt,  John  N .  760- 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  38& 


Also  known  as  the  Manassas  and  the  Oreto. 
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Florida  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page- 

Operations  and  movements  of — Continued. 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  758,  762 

Reports  of 

Maffitt,  JolmN . 759 

Winslow,  Francis .  4T5 


See  also  Florida,  C.  S.  S.,  journal  of  .  May  4  to  Dec.  31,  1862. 
Abstract  log  of,  Aug.  17,  1862,  to  Jan.  16,  1863. 

Search  for. 

Communications  from 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul  at . 

Lardner,  J.L . . . . . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 


Pickering,  Charles  W .  363,  364 

Plorida,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  115 

Floyd,  Richard  S.  Mentioned .  760,  764,  765,  766,  769 

Plying  Mist,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  339,  350 

Forbes,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  38,  39,  41,  43,  288 

Mentioned . - . 41,  43 

Porbes,  J.  M.,  &  Co.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  102 

Porbes,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 21 

Ward,  C.,jr .  275 

Mentioned .  99,100,274,292 

Pord,  W.  G.  Mentioned .  818 

Foreign  Office,  British.  Correspondence  with 

Admiralty,  British .  158, 161, 163, 172,  325 

Mann,  A.  Dudley .  152 

Napier,  Lord .  188 

Rost,  P.  A .  152 

Washington,  British  minister  at .  159-162, 165, 

165, 167-170, 174, 176,  177, 188-192, 194-196 

Yancey,  William  L .  152 

Foreman,  Robert.  Mentioned .  313 

Forrest,  Dulany  A.  Mentioned .  768 

Forrest,  George.  Mentioned .  794,805,807 

Forsyth,  Colonel.  Mentioned  . .  768 

Forsyth,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  768 

Forward,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 

Foudre,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  368 

Fovette,  French  schooner.  Mentioned .  597 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.  Mentioned .  194,  223,  309 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Foxhound,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  386 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  242,  249,  290 

Mentioned .  243, 262,  273,  280,  303,  309 

Reports  of 

Bermuda.  Affairs  at  . .  257 

Blockade  runners.  Movements  of .  384 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for .  485 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  270,289,306 

St.  Thomas.  Arrival  at .  267 

West  Indies.  Affairs  in .  367 
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France,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  559 

Francis  II,  King  of  Naples.  Mentioned .  5,  6- 

Franklin,  American  brig.  Mentioned . . .  104 

Fraser,  Captain.  Mentioned .  31 

Fraser  &  _Co.  Mentioned . . . .  150, 152,  775' 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  662 
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Jenkins,  John  G.  Mentioned .  661 

Jesurun,  Moses.  Mentioned .  66 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Curasao,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

John  Adams,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  818 

John  Bunyan,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  259 

John  Carver,  American  brig. 

Capture  of,  Aug.,  1861.  Communication  from  Ellen  McCarthy .  241 

Mentioned .  46,241,818 

John  C.  Daily,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  239 

John  Goodwin,  American  ship.  See  Mary  Goodell. 

John  N.  Genin,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  211 

John  Welsh,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  37,38,42,818 

Johnson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  602,  604 

Johnson,  Henry  L.  Mentioned .  276 

Johnson,  Philip  C.  Mentioned .  24 

Johnstone,  John  A.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  536 

Joines,  John.  Mentioned .  351 

Jones,  - - -.  Mentioned .  764 

Jones,  Catesby  Ap  R.  Mentioned .  506 

Jones,  A.  G. 

Mentioned .  577,578,595 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  782 

Deposition  concerning  steamer  Ariel .  783 

Jones,  J.  D.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  9,508 

Jones,  J.  D.,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  Abraham  Lincoln .  9 

Jones,  Lewis  T.,  Sir. 

Correspondence  with  Captain  Seymour .  405 

Mentioned .  405 

Jones,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  752 

Jones,  Wesley.  Discharge  of  prisoners .  52 

Jonquieres,  A.  A.  de.  Mentioned .  368 

Jorgen  Lorentzen,  Danish  bark. 

Mentioned .  263-265,  353 

Seizure  of,  Dec.  26, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  265 

State  Department,  U.  S .  264 

Reports  of  Henry  T.  Moore .  263,265 


INDEX. 


853 


Page. 

Joseph,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  28,29,30,818 

Joseph  Maxwell,  American  bark. 

Capture  of,  July  27,  1861.  See  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for.  Report  of 
David  D.  Porter,  p.  104.  Also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Operations  and 
movements  of.  Report  of  Raphael  Semmes,  p.  628,  and  journal, 

May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize.  Communication  from  Raphael  Semmes .  625 

Mentioned .  62,  63,  68,  69,  78,  98, 104, 105,  625,  626,  632,  633,  699,  744 

Joseph  M.  Houston,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  541 

Joseph  Park,  American  brig. 

Capture  of,  Sept.  25,  1861.  See  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Operations  and  movements 
of.  Report  of  Raphael  Semmes,  p.  628,  and  journal,  May  24, 1861, 
to  April  11,  1862. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize.  Communication  from  Raphael  Semmes .  627 

Mentioned .  209,  627,  636,  637,  711,  744 

Joyce,  R.  O.  Mentioned .  506,740,741 

Julia  Usher,  steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Kanawha,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  436 

Karnak,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  266 

Kate,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned  . .  284,  404,  408,  413,  501,  556,  561, 562, 568,  570,  763 

Kearsarge,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  284,  292,  297,  317, 

320,  331,  359,  361,  366,  370,  371,  381-383,  392,  393,  395,  397,  .399,  401, 405,  479, 
481,  509,  517,  520-524,  526,  531,  537, 540,  541,  580,  586,  676,  680,  681,  685,  743 


Keene,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence  with  William  Ronckendorff .  590 

Mentioned .  549,  554,  590 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  from  Martinique,  Nov.  19,  1862 .  553 

Keith,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  340 

Kell,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  666,  669 

Mentioned . . . . .  613,  614,  686,  771 

Kellogg,  Mortimer.  Mentioned . * . . .  559 

Kendall,  W.  T.  Mentioned .  818 

Kennebec,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  436 

Kensington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  337,349,350 

Kent,  James.  Mentioned .  143 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned  ....  48,  66,  72,  73,  79,  83,  89-91, 101, 105,  111,  118, 
120,  123,  205,  221,  222,  248,  257,  258,  267,  268,  270,  419,  641,  705,  717,  727,  735 

Kimball,  Master.  Mentioned .  66 

Kimball,  Mr.  Mentioned . 26 

King,  D.  R.,  &  Co.  Correspondence  witli  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  23,  26 

King,  James.  Mentioned .  527 

King,  T.  Butler.  Mentioned  . .  232 

King,  William.  Mentioned .  527 

Kingston,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  811 

Klengender,  Melchir  G.  Mentioned .  227 

Klingander,  Mileba  G.  Mentioned .  593 

Knapp,  William,  jr.  Mentioned .  402,  403,  406 

L.  Boardman,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  338 

La  Bayonnaise,  French  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  391,401 

Labuan,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  368 

La  Cornelie,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  391 

Lodona.  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400,  413 

Lady  Davis,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  33 
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Lafayette,  American  ship.  Page. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  23, 1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,  1862, 
to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Mentioned .  527,  780,  798 

Lafitte,  John  B.  Mentioned .  427,759 

La  G-alathee,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  391 

Laird  &  Co.  Mentioned .  416 

Lamar,  C.  W.  Mentioned .  17 

Lamb,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  172 

Lambert,  Master.  Mentioned .  492 

Lambdin,  John  H.  Mentioned .  781 

Lambdin,  Robert  P.  Mentioned .  781 

Lambdin,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  781 

Lamothe  Piquet,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  391 

Lamplighter,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  527,780,795 

Landrail,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  101,345 

Lancaster,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  46,  47,  53,  54,  71,  88,  279,  401 

Lanman,  Joseph.  Mentioned . . .  401 

La  Paz,  Lower  California.  Protection  of.  Communication  from  Robert 

Ritchie .  34 

La  Plata,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  163 

Lardner,  James  L. 

Correspondence  with 

McKinstry,  James  P .  492 

Spotts,  James  H .  421 

Mentioned .  398,  416,  420,  422,  423,  431,  471,  472,  487,  492,  507,  508 

Latham,  Milton  S.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  44 

Lathrop,  F.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  37,229 

Welch,  R.  W .  203 

Lathrop,  F.  S.,  et  al.  Correspondence  with 

Hoyt,  Moses . 31 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  31 

Lauraetta,  American  hark. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  28, 1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,1862, 
to  Jan.  4,  1863. 


Mentioned . 

Lawrence,  Messrs.  Mentioned . 

Layard,  Austen  H.  Mentioned . 

Leach,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Lebby,  Henry  S.  Mentioned . 

Le  Cassini,  French  steamer.  Mentioned.. 
Le  Diamant,  French  steamer.  Mentioned 
Le  Duguay,  French  steamer.  Mentioned  . 

Leeds  &  Co.  Mentioned . 

Lee,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Ronckendorff,  William . 

Mentioned . 

Lees,  Judge.  Mentioned . 

Lemprieu,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with  George  Burgess.. 

Mentioned . 

L[enthall],  J[ohnj.  Mentioned . 


527,  780, 801,  802 

.  527 

.  676,687 

.  818 

....  121,818,820 

.  391 

.  391 

.  391 

.  691 


508, 509,  518, 529, 608 

. .  510,517,520 

...  486,544,559,574 
.  764 

.  234 

.  233 

.  46,246,474 
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Leopard,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  4011,413,501,556,562 

LeRoy,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  221,  222,  239,  243,  268 

Mentioned .  63,257,258,267,270 

Reports  of 

Bermuda.  Atfairs  at .  261 

Commerce.  Crniso  for  protection  of .  247 

Levant,  British  sloop  of  war  (prize).  Mentioned .  274 

Levant,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  53 

Le  Vert,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  768 

Levi  Starbuck,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  551,  780,  802 

Lewis,  Richard.  Mentioned .  348 

Lewis,  Rodman.  Mentioned .  86 

Liberia,  President  of.  Mentioned .  13 

Lilly,  A.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S .  821 

Lincoln,  Captain.  Mentioned .  551 

Lincoln,  A'braham. 

Correspondence  with 

Jones,  J.  D.,  et  al .  9 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  458 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of .  19 

Preble,  George  H .  441 

Satterthwaite,  T.  B .  221 

Senate,  U.  S .  459 

Mentioned .  174,175,687 

Linnekin,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  52,  818 

Lisbon,  U.  S.  minister  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustas .  530,  573,  580 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at* .  537 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  490 

Mentioned .  288,  370,  376,  388,  482,  490,  507,  537,  541,  546,  562 

Liverpool,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven, T.  Augustus .  415 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  363 

Mentioned .  211,  225,  230,  364,  575,  771 

Livingston,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302 

Lloyds,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  413 

Locke,  Erie.  Mentioned .  356 

Lockwood,  Captain.  Mentioned .  556 

Lockwood  Brothers.  Mentioned .  245 

Lockwood,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  124,151,818 

London,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned  .  330,  356,  357,  360 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Marchand .  226.  227 

Mentioned .  211,225,230,575 

London,  U.  S.  minister  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven, T.  Augustus .  276,  295,  395,  415 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at  . .  364,509 

Marchand,  John  B .  226 

Mentioned .  126, 156, 160, 161, 168, 


169, 190, 191,  201,  225,  230,  238,  286,  293,  299,  364,  395-397,  399,  401,  405,  414 
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Lorencez,  Charles.  Mentioned .  368 

Loring,  Mr.  Mentioned .  543 

Loroda,  Captain.  Mentioned .  556 

Lorton,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Louisa  Kilham,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  619,  620,  622,  630,  695,  744 

Low,  John. 

Correspondence  with  James  D.  Bulloch .  756,  757 

Mentioned .  756,763 

Lufkin,  Henrj^  J.  Mentioned .  781 

Lufkin,  Mark  H.  Mentioned . .  781 

Lydia  Martin,  Brig.  Mentioned .  59 

Lynch,  Junius  J.  Mentioned . - .  762 

Lyon,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned .  712 

Lyons,  Lord.  Mentioned .  159-161,165,169,534,536,569 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Washington,  British  minister  at. 

M.  Sandford,  American  steamer.  Assistance  rendered  U.  S.  troops  on.  Report 

of  Edward  Cavendy .  587 

M.  S.  Perry,  Steamer.  See  Salvor,  steamer. 

McBlair,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  767,768 

McCarthy,  Ellen.  Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S .  241 

McCarty,  John.  Mentioned .  241 

McCaskey,  Benjamin  P.  Mentioned .  614,  684 

McClintoc,  H.  G.  Mentioned .  752 

McCook,  Roderick  S.  Mentioned . . . . .  28 

Macdonald,  Francis,  &  Co.  Mentioned .  800 

McDougal,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with  H.  G.  Monutt .  374 

Mentioned .  387,394 

Report  of  Chinese  neutrality  regulations .  373 

McDougal,  David. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Charles  H .  304,  394 

Montgomery,  John  B .  58,  220 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  301 

Mentioned .  36,  240,  280,  303,  357 

Report  of  affairs  in  Chinese  waters .  472 

Macfarland,  Janies  E. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  141, 142  145 

Mentioned .  130-143, 153, 155-159, 167, 173,  177, 178, 180,  187, 192, 193, 195, 196 

McGilvery,  Captain.  Mentioned .  42,818 

McGlinchy,  Captain.  Mentioned .  559 

McGrath,  William  H.  Mentioned .  107 

McGuire,  Thomas.  Certificate  of  identification  of  John  McCarty .  241 

Mcllvaine,  William  D.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Prehle .  452 

McKay,  Mr.  Mentioned .  110-112 

McKean,  William  W.  Mentioned .  301  302  705 

McKillop,  Henry  F.  Mentioned .  281  764 

McKinstry,  James  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldshorough,  Louis  M . 434 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  492 

Lardner,  James  L . . .  492 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at . _  437 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  251518 
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McKinstry,  James  ?.— Continued.  Page 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Paulding,  Hiram .  335 

Wilkes,  Charles .  544 

Mentioned .  217, 219,  488,  491,  493,  532,  556 

Reports  of 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  545 

Coal.  Supplies  of .  48g 

Commerce.  Cruise  for  protection  of .  491 

East  India  Squadron.  Movements  of  vessels  of .  246 

Vermont,  U.  S.  S.  Search  for,  March  1-April  12, 1862  .  340 

McLane,  Allan. 

Correspondence  with 

Aspinwall,  William  H .  16 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . .  14, 17,  72,  73,  78 

Mentioned .  48,78 

McLellan,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  818 

McLenan,  John.  Mentioned .  112 

McMurtrie,  Horace.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Preble .  452 

McQueen,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with  owners  of  British  hark  Agrippina .  771 

Mentioned .  527,  559,  774 

McRae,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  81,  82,  91,  302,  618 

Macedonian,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  84,  95, 101, 103, 204,  210,  223,  229,  247,  271 

Mackias,  American  brigantine.  Mentioned .  619,  620,  622,  630,  695,  744 

Mackenzie,  George.  Correspondence  with  Post-Office  Department,  U.  S _  228 

Macomb,  William  H.  Correspondence  with  Joshua  R.  Sands .  32 

Macon,  John.  Mentioned .  745,752 

Macy,  Seth  W.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  66 

Madeira,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  320 

Madison,  James.  Mentioned .  186,  741 

Madrid,  U.  S.  minister  at.  Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  317,  320,  359,  370 

Marin,  Matthias  C .  375,  376,  377 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  360 

Maflit,  John  N. 

Assumes  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida .  758 

Correspondence  with 

Bulloch,  James  D .  755,760 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  758,  761,  762 

Testimony  before  court  of  enquiry . 464 

War  Department,  C.  S .  758 

Mentioned .  419-421,  464,  466,  685,  686,  756, 757,  760,  761,  769,  771 

Report  of  operations  and  movements  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida .  759 

See  Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Abstract  log  of,  Aug.  17,  1862,  to  Jan.  15,  1863,  and 
journal  of,  May  4  to  Dec.  31,  1862. 

Magnolia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  408,  419,  420,  422,  423 

Mahan,  Alfred  T.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  87 

Maitland  &  Phelps.  Mentioned .  205 

Major  Barbour,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  63 

Malcolm,  Captain.  Mentioned .  555,556,571 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 
Manassas,  Steamer.  See  Florida,  C.  S.  S. 
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Page, 

Manassas,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Manassas,*  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302 

Manchester,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  527,780,794 

Mann,  A.  Dudley. 

Correspondence  with  Foreign  Office,  British .  152 

State  Department,  C.  S .  151 

Maranham,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  David  D.  Porter .  92 

Maranham,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  107, 120,  636,  (08,  < 09 

Marchand,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  HI 

London,  U.  S.  consul  at .  226,227 

London,  U.  S.  minister  at .  226 

Sanford,  H.  S .  225 

Mentioned . .  115, 156, 160, 161 

Reports  of 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for .  224 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  114,124,128 

Maria,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  91, 103, 107, 124 

Maria  Adelaide,  Sardinian  frigate.  Mentioned .  6,7 

Marin,  Matthias  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Cadiz,  U.  S.  consul  at .  377 

Madrid,  U.  S.  minister  at .  375,  376,377 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  288, 290,  388,  469 

Reports  of 

Cadiz,  Spain.  Arrival  at .  361 

Canary  Islands.  Arrival  in .  393 

Clarissa  and  Falmouth,  slavers.  Case  of .  366,  374 

Commerce.  Depredations  upon .  482 

Commerce.  Protection  of .  388,  519 

Fayal.  Arrival  at .  395 

Madeira.  Arrival  at .  403 

Marine,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  239 

Mariner,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned . 501,506 

Mariner,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  51,67,818 

Marine  Society,  Boston.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  547 

Marion,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  85, 112 

Marion,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  43,44 

Marque  and  reprisal.  Letters  of.  Communication  from  U.  S.  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  .  99 

Marsh,  George  P.  Mentioned .  364,371 

Marshall,  C.  H.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  545 

Marston,  John.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  333 

Martin,  Master’s  mate.  Mentioned .  61 

Martinique,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Palmer,  James  S .  210 

Ronckeudorff,  William .  550 

Semmes,  Raphael .  647,648,649 

Martinique,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  William  Ronckendorff .  551 

Mentioned .  209, 213,  637,  649,  719,  720 


Formerly  C.  S.  privateer. 
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Marvin,  William.  Page 

Decision  in  case  of  schooner  Mont  Blanc .  600 

Mentioned .  110,  111,  536,  600 

Mary  Alice,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  818 

Mary  E.  Morgan,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  574,  582.  583 

Mary  E.  Thompson,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  38,  818 

Mary  Goodell,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  37,  42,  818 

Maiy  Pinkney,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  484 

Mason,  C.  S.  [gunboat  ?].  Mentioned . . .  302 

Mason,  James  M.  Capture  of,  Nov.  8,  1861.  See  Commissioners,  Confeder¬ 
ate.  Capture  of,  Nov.  8,  1861. 

Correspondence  with 

Admiralty,  British  .  157 

Bulloch,  J ames  D .  690,  770,  775,  777 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  670,  691 

Semmes,  Raphael .  659,  662,  663,  670,  673,  674,  676,  678,  681,  684,  740 

Somerset,  Duke  of . . . , .  157 

State  Department,  C.  S .  148, 150, 151,  676,  679,  688,  690,  752 

Wilkes,  Charles .  139, 141, 142, 146 

Mentioned  ....  113-115, 124, 125, 129-143, 148, 152, 155, 156, 158-178, 180, 187, 192-196 
198,  202,  262,  281,  642,  663,  664,  683-685,  689,  723,  727,  735,  740,  743,  745-747 

Mason,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  753 

Massachusetts,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  34,426,540,561 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S.  44 

Massena,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  308,  368 

Matagorda,  steamer.  Mentioned .  302 

Matilda,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Matteo,  Mr.  Mentioned .  360 

Matthews,  Captain.  Mentioned .  351 

Maury,  [William  L.  ?]  Mentioned .  155 

Meade,  Richard  W.,jr.  Mentioned .  54 

Mediterranean  Sea. 

Affairs  in.  Communication  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Gibraltar .  382 

Movements  of  U.  S.  naval  forces  in.  Reports  of  Charles  H.  Bell  ..  20,23,26,35 

Melita,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  388,400,413,686 

Mellen,  Captain.  Mentioned . ...  551 

Melpomene,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  428 

Memminger,  Charles  G.  Mentioned .  613 

Memphis,  steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Merchant  vessels.  Licenses  to.  Communication  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau, 

New  Providence .  581 

Mercier,  Henri. 

Correspondence  with  E.  A.  Thouvenel .  164 

Mentioned .  165, 166, 169, 177 

Mercure,  French  ship.  Mentioned .  720 

Merida,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes  ..  602 

Merlin,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  511,  516 

Mermaid,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  818 

Merrimac,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400,484 

Merrimack,  C.  S.  S.  [Virginia,  C.  S.  S.]  Mentioned .  382,  743 

Merrimack  No.  2,  C.  S.  S.  [Virginia,  No.  2,  C.  S.  S.]  Mentioned .  476 

Mersey,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  308,  368,  381 

Mervine,  William.  Mentioned .  62,  68,  72,  73,  83, 103 

Messina,  Italy.  Disturbances  at.  Reports  of  Charles  H.  Bell .  4,5,6 

Mexico.  Affairs  in.  Reports  of. 

Bell,  Charles  H .  383 
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Powell,  Levin  M .  307,  354,  355,  368,  379,  380,  390 

Middleton,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  Charles  H .  304,  383 

Montgomery,  John  B .  56,  57,  77 

Mentioned .  57,77,86,303,383 

Miller,  Joseph  N.  Mentioned .  30 

Miller,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  53 

Miller,  W.  C.  Mentioned .  364 

Milne,  Alexander,  Sir.  Mentioned . .  157,159, 161, 162,  247,  261,  284,  563,  582 

Milo,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  805 

Minho,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  385,400,413,484,512,516 

Minna,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  388,  413 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  28,  29,  341,  692 

Mitchell,  John  K.  Mentioned .  25,36 

Mohican,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  63,  517,  525,  529,  531, 545, 592,  597,  608,  666,  742 

Moir,  James. 

Correspondence  with  British  Admiralty .  172 

Mentioned .  139, 140, 172-174 

Moise,  E.  Warren. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  625,  626 

Mentioned .  624 

Monitor,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  336, 338,  382, 476 

Monroe,  James.  Mentioned .  186 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  548 

Mont  Blanc,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  December  25, 1862. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  598 

Decree  of  U.  S.  district  court .  600 

Reports  of  Napoleon  Collins .  598,  599,  600 

Mentioned . . .  598,  599,  600 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  505,  506 

Montgomery  Brothers.  Mentioned .  798,799 

Montgomery,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bissell,  Simon  B .  54,  57 

Hunt,  Timothy  A .  55 

McDougal,  David .  58;  220 

Middleton,  Edward .  56,  57,  77 

Murray,  Francis  K .  55,  86 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  15  601 

Nichols,  Edward  T .  601 

Ritchie,  Robert .  76 

Watson,  James  M .  239 

Mentioned .  15-17  25 

Reports  of 

Commerce.  Protection  of .  77 

Pacific  Squadron.  Operations  and  movements  of  vessels  of _  46,  53,  86,  88 

Monti,  Luigi.  Mentioned .  371  372 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Palermo,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Montmorenci,  American  ship. 

Capture  of,  Nov.  25,  1861.  See  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  24,  1861, 
to  April  11,  1862. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize .  353 

Mentioned .  215, 224, 267, 271,  300,  646,  653,  725,  744 
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Monutt,  H.  G-.  Correspondence  with  Charles  J.  McDougal .  374 

Mooltan,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  373 

Moore,  Henry  T. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  212 

Mentioned .  264,  265 

Reports  of 

Commerce,  U.  S.  Protection  of .  296,  353 

Jorgen  Lorentzen,  Danish  hark.  Seizure  of,  Dec.  26, 1861  .  .  263,  265 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Search  for .  238,  259 

Moore,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  818 

Moore,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned .  628,692 

Moran,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  580 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  London,  U.  S.  minister  at. 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  767 

Morgan,  Edwin  D.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  New  York,  Governor  of. 

Morning  Light,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  212.  259,  263-266,  353 

Morocco,  Sultan  of.  Mentioned .  371,  679 

Morse,  Freeman  H.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  London,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Morse,  Richard  E.  Mentioned .  204 

Morse,  William  H.  Mentioned .  597,607 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Cape  Verde  Islands,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Morrison,  James  H.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Prehle .  452 

Mosquera,  General.  Mentioned .  66,85 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  19 

Muldaur,  Alonzo  W.  Mentioned .  232 

Munro,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  497 

Murray,  Francis  K. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Montgomery .  55,  86 

Mentioned .  36,86 

Murray,  John  C.  Mentioned .  752 

Murray,  Robert.  Mentioned .  145 

Murrell,  J.  W.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  768 

Music,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Mutine,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 

Myers,  Master.  Mentioned .  818 

Myers,  Henry. 

Mentioned .  310,  311, 

358-360,  382,  613,  614,  665,  668-671,  673,  674,  676-678,  687,  742,  743 
Seizure  of.  See  Myers  and  Tunstall,  Messrs.  Seizure  of,  Feb.  19,  1862. 

Myers,  M. 

Correspondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S .  687 

Mentioned .  687,  688 

Myers  and  Tunstall,  Messrs.  Seizure  of,  Feb.  19,  1862. 

Communications  from 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  812 

Loudon,  C.  S.  Commissioner  at .  676 

Madrid,  U.  S.  minister  at .  817,  359 

Myers,  . . 887 

Pickering,  Charles  W . - .  860 

Semmes,  Raphael .  670,  671,  673,  674,  677,  678 

Tangier,  U.  S.  consul  at .  810, 311 

Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  310,392 

Creesy,  Josiah  . .  312,318 
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Myrover,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  104 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  63,90,122,666,742 

Nagle,  Henry.  Mentioned .  44 

Nahant,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  543,544,547 

Naiad,  American  brigantine.  Mentioned .  619,  620,  622,  630,  695,  744 

Naiad,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  301 

Naile,  Fred.  J.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept.  4, 

1862  .  453 

Napier,  Lord.  Correspondence  with  British  Foreign  Office .  188 

Napoleon  I,  Emperor.  Mentioned .  102 

Napoleon  III,  Emperor.  Mentioned .  156, 164, 180, 188,  210,  550,  676,  678,  703,  732 

Narragansett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  25,  46,  53,  71,  298,  303,  304,  357,  382,  584 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S. 

Cruise  of,  Oct.  26, 1861,  to  Feb.  28, 1862.  Report  of  Robert  B.  Pegram....  745 
Escape  of,  into  harbor  of  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  Feb.  28, 1862. 

Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  333 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  State  of  Georgia .  335 

Reports  of 

Armstrong,  James  F .  332,  333 

Haxtun,  Milton .  334 

See  also  Nashville,  C.  S.  S .  Cruise  of,  Oct.  26,  1861,  to  Feb.  28,  1862. 

Mentioned .  113-117, 120, 124-126, 128, 

129, 149, 151, 152, 156, 160, 191,  202,  219,  221,  228-230,  254,  257,  275-279,  286, 
289,  293,  294,  297,  299,  300,  322,  332-334,  382,  384,  732,  739,  745-748,  750-753 

Officers  of,  1861 .  752 

Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communication  from  Hiram  Paulding .  219 

Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  275,  277,  286,  299 

Pegram,  Robert  B .  745 

Search  for. 

Communications  from 

Breese,  Samuel  L .  114,116 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  114,115,117 

New  York  and  Havre  Steamship  Company .  228 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  113,116,230,297 

Reports  of 

Marchand,  John  B .  114, 124, 128 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G .  117 

Woodhull,  Maxwell .  120 

Nashville,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  413 

Nassau,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  763 

Nassau,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  410 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at .  487,  488 

Temple,  William  G .  553 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  428 

McKinstry,  James  P .  487 

Nassau,  Governor  of .  487,  488 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  246,  427,  428 

Wilkes,  Charles .  490,501,555,562,570,581,588 

Mentioned .  207 

253, 398, 399,  406-408, 416, 423, 470,  486,  487,  499,  500,  557, 568, 571, 764 


INDEX. 


863 


Nassau,  New  Providence.  P 

Affairs  at. 

Communication  from  U.  S.  consul  at  Nassau .  490 

Reports  of  William  G.  Temple .  243  281 

Blockade  runners  at.  Communication  from  Guert  Gansevoort .  413 

Nathaniel  Chase.  American  schooner. 

Capture  of,  July  25,  1861.  Communication  from  Charles  H.  Smith .  51 

Mentioned .  51,68,818 

National  Guard,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  560 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Buchanan,  Franklin .  762 

Bulloch,  James  D .  689,  753,  775 

Maffitt,  J olip  N .  758,  761,  762 

Mason,  James  M .  670,  691 

Semmes,  Raphael .  613,  614,  615,  671 

Navy  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Andros,  R.  S.,  et  al .  22 

Bacon,  Francis,  et  al .  240 

Bailey,  Theodorus .  598 

Baldwin,  Charles  H .  533,575 

Barney,  Hiram .  548 

Bell,  Charles  H .  274,  303,  391,  392, 594 

Bierwirth,  Leopold  D.,  et  al .  229 

Blunt,  E.  &  G.  W .  67 

Blunt,  George  W . 59 

Board  of  Trade,  Boston .  542,  544 

Brasher,  Thomas  M .  22,  73 

Breese,  Samuel  L .  15, 17, 19,  39-41,  43,  85, 113, 116 

Brown,  S.  P .  50 

Bryson,  Andrew .  479 

California  mail  steamers,  agents  of .  393 

Cavendy,  Edward .  515 

Coggeshall,  T.  &  J .  37 

Coleman,  William  T.,  &  Co.  et  al .  10 

Collins,  Napoleon .  483,  486,  534,  598 

Cooper,  George  H .  604 

Corning,  E.  L .  123 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  230,  297,  389,  395,  405,  430,  468,  565,  566 

Creesy,  Josiah  P .  291,  386 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  15,43 

De  C  amp,  J ohn .  242,  272,  273 

Delano,  J.  C . . .  493 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  15,  16, 113, 115, 116,  422 

Eytinge,  Henry  S .  126, 127 

Farragut,  David  G .  455 

Fessenden,  Samuel  C .  389 

Fessenden,  William  P .  33 

Forbes,  J.  M .  38,  39,  41,  43,  288 

Forbes,  J.  M.,  &  Co .  102 

Forbes,  R.  B .  21 

Frailey,  J ames  M .  242, 249, 290 

Fulton,  C.  C .  577 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  399,413,416,417 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  305, 508,  520, 524 
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Glendy,  William  .  272>  900 

Glisson,  Oliver  S . .  ®*7 ’ 

Glynn,  James . ^4  799> 27-*- 

Goldsborough,  John  R . 

Green,  Charles .  ^7® 

Grinnell,  M.  . .  229 

Havana,  U.  S.  vice-consul-general  at . 

Hays,  William  Lee . ®60 

Hoadley,  . .  77 

Hudson,  William  L .  15,  40,  42, 147,  337,  340,  344 

Iasigi,  Goddard  &.  Co .  240,  241 

Johnstone,  John  A .  °36 

Jones,  J.  D .  9,508 

Jones,  Wesley .  59 

King,  D.  R.,  &  Co .  23,  26 

Latham,  Milton  S .  44 

Lathrop,  F.  S .  97>  229 

Lathrop,  F.  S.,  et  al .  31 

Lee,  Samuel  P .  508,  509,  517,  518,  529,  608 

LeRoy,  William  E .  221,  222,  239,  243,  268 

McDougal,  David .  301 

McKinstry,  James  P .  251,  518 

McLane,  Allan .  14, 17,  72,  73,  78 

Macy,  S.  W .  66 

Mahan,  Alfred  T .  87 

Marin,  Matthias  C .  288,  290,  388,  469 

Marine  Society,  Boston .  547 

Marshall,  C.H .  545 

Marston,  John .  333 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of .  44 

Montgomery,  John  B .  15,  601 

Moore,  Henry  T .  212 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at .  246, 427,  428 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of .  24 

New  York,  Governor  of .  475,  476,  539,  546,  548 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick .  523 

Palmer,  James  S .  82, 83,  216,  240 

Parrott,  Enoch  G .  30 

Paulding,  Hiram .  145,  219,  249,  336-338,  341,  343-345,  527, 529,  532,  544 

Pearson,  George  F .  15,  43,  44 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J .  529 

Perkins,  William .  240 

Pettengill,  A.  C .  121 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  284,  331,  405,  522, 524,  584 

Platt,  Charles,  et  al .  59,  60 

Porter,  David  D .  65,  71,  83 

Preble,  George  H .  434,  445 

Richards,  A.  C .  576,577 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  127, 206,  233,  270,  301,  387,  388,  389 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  522, 524 

Rogers,  William  C .  100 

Ronckendorff,  William .  528,  544 

Roy  ley,  Edward .  534 
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St.  Thomas,  U.  S.  consul  at . . .  118,  589 

Sands,  Joshua  R .  70 

Satterth  waite,  T.  B .  292 

Scott,  Gustavus  H . * .  48 

Smith,  Elisha  D .  36 

Smith,  John  T .  526,  528 

Spofford,  Tileston  &  Co .  85 

State  Department,  U.  S .  88,  99,  264,  265 

Steedman,  Charles .  124 

Stone,  David  M .  98 

Temple,  William  G .  207, 211,  217,  271 

Thatcher,  Henry  K .  332 

Thomas,  Charles .  3 

United  States,  President  of .  9, 458 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius .  8,  604,  605,  609 

War  Department,  U.  S .  241 

Watkins,  James  T .  387 

Weed,  W.F.,  &Co .  10 

Wenzell,  Henry .  26,  27 

Wilkes,  Charles .  145, 146, 148, 

470,  472,  476,  477,  479,  491,  499,  510,  525,  532,  558,  566,  569,  583,  587,  606 

Williams,  James  M .  525 

Williams,  John .  534 

Winslow,  Francis .  397 

Nazarine,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  96 

Neapolitan,  American  hark.  Capture  of,  Jan.  18, 1862.  Communication  from 

U.  S.  minister  at  Madrid .  370 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Operations  and  movements  of.  Report  of  Raphael 
Semmes,  p.  654,  and  journal,  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Mentioned .  370, 371,  656,  737,  738, 740, 744 

Nelson,  M.  Mentioned .  746 

Nelson,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  357 

Nelson,  William.  Mentioned .  585 

Nereus,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 

Nesbitt,  C.  R.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Nassau,  Governor  of. 

Neutrality  regulations,  Brazilian.  Communication  from  David  D.  Porter ...  92 

Neutrality  regulations,  British. 

Communications  from 

Bahamas,  Governor  of .  254 

Bermuda,  Governor  of .  193,  495,  496,  596,  597 

Chads,  Henry .  356 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  278,  279,  294,  295,  327,  328,  430 

Foreign  Office,  British .  325 

Gibraltar,  Governor  of .  324,  327,  328,  329,  330,  356 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  305,  331,  352 

Glisson,  Oliver  . .  5^5 

Hedges,  Philip . 

Jones,  Lewis  T.,  Six .  ^5 

London,  C.  S.  Commissioner  at .  752 

London,  U.  S.  minister  at .  376,  295 

Monutt,  H.  . .  374 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at .  346 

Navy  Department,  U.  . . 
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Pegram,  Robert  B . 

Ronckendorff,  William . 

Semmes,  Raphael . 

Shelby,  John . 

Stewart,  Houston . 

Temple,  William  G . 

Warden,  Frederick . 

Wilkes,  Charles . 

Willcox,  J.  A . 

Proclamation  of  Governor  of  Bahama  Islands 
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Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  289,293,322 

Glisson,  Oliver  S . .  595 

McDougal,  Charles  J .  373 

Stevens,  Thomas  H .  488 

Temple,  William  G .  252 

Wilkes,  Charles .  500,571 

See  also  Commissioners,  Confederate.  Capture  of,  Nov.  8, 1861.  Correspond¬ 
ence  laid  before  Parliament  in  1862.  Also  Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Fitting 
out  of.  Communication  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  p.  397.  Also 
Herald,  blockade  runner.  Case  of. 

Neutrality  regulations,  French.  Communications  from 

Martinique,  Governor  of .  210,  648 

Semmes,  Raphael .  647,  649,  650,  651 

Neutrality  regulations,  Netherlands.  Communications  from 

Curasao,  Governor  of .  80,  82, 205 

Porter,  David  D .  79,  81 

Semmes,  Raphael .  621 

Neutrality  regulations,  Spanish.  Communications  from  Raphael  Semmes. .  619, 

640,  652,  653,  657,  658,  680 

Neutrality  regulations,  Venezuelan.  Communication  from  Raphael  Semmes.  623 

Neva,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  68 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  476 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  19 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  24 

New  Jersey.  Protection  of  coasts  of  the  State  of.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  24 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of .  19 

New  York,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  475, 

476,  539,  546,  548 

New  York  Harbor.  Protection  of.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  476 

New  York,  Governor  of .  475,  539,  546,  548 

New  York,  U.  S.  collector  at .  548 

Niagara,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  641,692,705,727,735 

Nicholas,  John  S. 

Mentioned . 64 

Report  of  capture  of  slaver  Triton,  May  21, 1861 .  24 

Nichols,  Edward  T. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Montgomery .  601 

Mentioned  . .  601 
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Nichols,  W.  C.  Mentioned . . . . .  3g9 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A.  Correspondence  with  Hiram  Paulding .  530 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  575 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  523 

Mentioned .  580 

Report  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Alabama .  575 

Nickerson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  554 

Nightingale,  Slaver. 

Capture  of,  April  21, 1861. 

Communication  from  Alfred  Taylor .  12 

Report  of 

Guthrie,  John  J .  13 

Taylor,  Alfred .  11 

Mentioned .  11-13,  24 

Nightingale,  U.  S..storeship.  Mentioned .  273 

Nile,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  247,  563 

Nimble,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  244 

Nixon,  James.  Mentioned .  340 

Nonsuch,  British  schooner.  Capture  of,  Dec.  1, 1862.  Reports  of"  Albert.  G. 

Clary . . .  567,568 

North  Carolina.  Defenses  of  coast  of.  Communication  from  George  W. 

Blunt .  59 

North,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  639,  771 

Mentioned .  660,  663,  664,  675,  739,  746,  763 

North,  James  H.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  771 

Northern  Belle,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  276 

Northern  Light,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  44,  48,  55,  74 

O.  K.,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  Feb.,  1862.  Report  of  Daniel  B.  Ridgely .  356 

O’Brien,  Matthew.  Mentioned .  614,  684 

O’Brien,  Michael.  Mentioned .  349 

Ocean  Rover,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  780,  788 

Ocmulgee,  American  ship.  Mentioned. .  480,  780,  787,  788 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  338, 

470,  472,  477,  490,  499,  504,  511, 516,  523,  535,  536,  539,  545,  555,  558, 560,  568 

Oldelin,  British  steamer.  Mentioned . 227 

Olden,  Charles  S.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  New  Jersey,  Govern or*  of. 

Oliver  H.  Booth,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  345 

Oliver,  Mr.  Mentioned .  120 

Oliver,  Mr.  Mentioned .  735 

Olivia,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  568 

Olivier,  Mr.  Mentioned .  708 

Oltmanns,  J.  G.  Correspondence»with  Gustavus  H.  Scott .  113 

Oneida,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  338, 

431,  432,  434,  436-438,  440,  442,  446-448,  453,  454,  457,  458,  460-467 

O’Neil,  James.  Mentioned .  45 

Onward,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  523,526,580 

Ord,  H.  St.  George.  Mentioned .  261,  516,  569 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Bermuda,  Governor  of. 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  George  H.  Giddings -  234 

Oreto,  Steamer.  See  Florida,  C.  S.  S. 

Orozembo,  Case  of  the  ship.  Mentioned . 199 
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Orr,  John.  Mentioned .  632,  698 

Ortolan.  Mentioned .  253 

Osborn,  Abraham.  Mentioned .  787 

Osborne,  Captain.  Mentioned .  308 

Osceola,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  389 

Ouachita,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  511,516 

Overman,  Danish  hark.  Mentioned .  789 

Pacific,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  191,  277,  278,  413,  427,  561,  676 

Pacific  coast.  English  and  French  naval  forces  on.  Report  of  Charles  H. 

Bell .  391 

Pacific  Squadron.  Operations  and  movements  of  vessels  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  Charles  H .  291,  297,  304,  383,  384,  471,  594 

Montgomery,  John  B .  54-58,  76,  77,  220, 239 

Murray,  Francis  K .  86 

Reports  of 

Bell,  Charles  H .  279, 291,  292, 298, 303,  357, 383,  391, 401 

Montgomery,  John  B .  46,  53,  71,  86,  88 

Faez,  Jose  Antonio.  Mentioned .  362 

Paget,  C.  Correspondence  with  British  Admiralty .  172 

Palermo,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  Josiah  P.  Creesy  .  372 

Mentioned . . .  364,  371,  372 

Palmer, - .  Mentioned .  30 

Palmer,  James  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Anandale,  H.  A .  216 

Bell,  Charles  H .  21 

Breese,  Samuel  L .  41 

Curasao,  Governor  of .  205 

Martinique,  Governor  of .  210 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  82, 83,  216,  240 

Wilkes,  Charles .  119 

Mentioned ....  20, 40, 43, 96, 119,  205, 219,  224,  242, 251,  252, 271, 273, 280,  642,  645,  739 
Reports  of 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Search  for .  49 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Escape  of,  from  Martinique,  Nov.  23, 1861 .  213,  215,  216 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for . .  90, 122,  208,  212,  229 

Palmerston,  Lord.  Mentioned .  156,168,741 

Panama.  Affairs  at.  Report  of  Charles  H.  Bell .  401 

Panama,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  818 

Paramaribo,  U.  S.  consul  at. 


Correspondence  with  commanding  officers  U.  S.  Navy .  97, 117, 118 

Mentioned .  96,  98, 123,  491,  704,  705 

Parke,  Captain.  Mentioned .  385 

Parker,  Mr.  Mentioned .  109 

Parker  Cook,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  780,  808, 810 

Parker,  George  W.  Mentioned .  231 

Parker,  James. 

Mentioned .  424,  426,  427 

Report  of  loss  of  U.  S.  S.  Adirondack,  Aug.  23, 1862 .  424 

Parker,  Samuel  E.  Mentioned .  gig 


Parker,  William.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept. 
4,1862  . 
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Parrott,  Enoch  G.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  Nary  Department,  U.  S .  30 

Mentioned .  28 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  privateer  Savannah,  June  3, 1861 .  29 

Partnage,  Mr.  Mentioned .  216 

Passaic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  648 

Patey,  Charles  G.  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  279, 294, 295,  300 

Pegrain,  Robert  B .  749,  750 

Williams,  Richard .  158 

Mentioned .  277,  286,  293, 295,  299,  300,  750,  751 

Patterson,  Alexander,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  Gustavus  H.  Scott .  113 

Patrullo,  Ramon  J.  y.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Merida,  Mexico,  TJ.  S. 
consul  at. 

Paulding,  Hiram. 

Correspondence  with 

Birnie,  E.A . . . 336 

McKinstry,  James  P .  336 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  145, 

219,  249,  336-338,  341,  343-345, 346,  527, 529,  532,  544 

Nicholson,  J.  W.  A .  530 

Paulding,  Leonard .  529 

Redden,  Henry .  527 

Mentioned .  16,  251, 428, 538, 539, 545-548 

Report  of  Nashville,  C.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  124 

Paulding,  Leonard.  Correspondence  with  Hiram  Paulding .  529 

Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  474 

Peacock  &  Co.  Mentioned .  738 

Pearl,  Confederate  schooner.  Mentioned .  747 

Pearson,  George  F. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  15, 43, 44 

Pegram,  James  W.  Mentioned .  752 

Pegram,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Hedges,  Philip .  751 

Isaac,  S .  751 

Patey,  Charles  G.E .  749,  750 

Somerset,  Duke  of .  750 

Mentioned. . . . - .  149, 150, 156,  500,  506,  752,  753 

Report  of  cruise  of  C.  S.  S.  Nashville,  Oct.  26, 1861,  to  Feb.  28, 1862 .  745 

Pelot,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  33 

Pembroke,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  39,  41,  43,  45,  99, 100 

Pender,  J.  Mentioned .  747 

Pendergrast,  Garrett  J. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  529 

Mentioned  . . . - .  22, 73 

Pendleton,  P.  Mentioned .  659 

Pendleton,  William  D.  Mentioned .  606 

Penguin,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  73,  421 

Penny,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned . .  661 

Pepita,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  602 

Perkins,  William.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  240 

Perry,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ^ 
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Perry,  U.  S.  brig.  Mentioned .  28-30,  78 

Perry,  Horatio  J.  Mentioned .  358 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Madrid,  U.  S.  minister  at. 

Perry,  William.  Mentioned .  818 

Persano,  Admiral.  Mentioned . ^-7 

Perseverant,  French  bark.  Mentioned .  285 

Petrel,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Capture  of,  July  28, 1861.  Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  St.  Lawrence .  51 

Mentioned .  112,818 

Petrel,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  416,  764 

Pettengill,  A.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  121 

Mentioned .  818 

Phaeton,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  368,  369 

Phillimore,  Robert.  Mentioned .  798-801 

Phillips,  James  D.  Mentioned .  85 

Phoebe,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  484 

Phoebe  Ann,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Pickering,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Bryson,  Andrew .  541 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  381,  396,  507 

Creesy,  Josiah  P .  364 

Gibraltar,  Governor  of .  360,  361,  366 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  397,  576 

Lisbon,  U.  S.  minister  at .  490 

Madrid,  U.  S.  minister  at .  360 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  284,  331,  405,  522,  524,  584 

Warden,  Frederick . 366 

Mentioned .  110,  317,  366,  371,  381,  382,  392,  399,  481,  523,  537,  546,  562,  563,  580 

Reports  of 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  490,  540 

Confederate  cruisers.  Search  for . 521 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  363 

Gibraltar.  Affairs  at .  358,  365 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Abandonment  of .  378 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Guarding  of .  393,  396,  586 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Sale  of .  576 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  320 

Pierson,  John  S.  Mentioned .  794 

Pinola,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  436 

Pintard,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  501 

Pinto,  Captain.  Mentioned .  708 

Pioneer,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Platt,  Charles,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  59 

Plover,  British  ship.  Mentioned .  718 

Plover,  IL  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  516 

Poinsett,  Joel  R.  Mentioned .  171 

Poor,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  630 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter  from  Mississippi  River,  June  30, 1861 _  34 

Poor  Orphan,  French  brigantine.  Mentioned .  718 

Port  Royal.  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  474 
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Porter,  David  D.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Curasao,  Governor  of .  79,  80,  81,  82 

Maranham,  Governor  of .  92 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  65,71,83 

Mentioned .  25,  72,  83,  96, 118, 124,  642 

Reports  of 

Abby  Bradford,  American  schooner.  Recapture  of .  65 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  68,  78,  91, 103, 104 

Portsmouth,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  63,368 

Post-Office  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  George  Mackenzie _  228 

Postell,  William  R.  Mentioned .  38,39,42 

Powell,  Master.  Mentioned .  818 

Powell,  Levin  M.  Report  of  affairs  in  Mexico .  307,  354,  355,  368,  379,  380,  390 

Powell,  William  L.  Mentioned .  767 

Power,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  818 

Powhatan,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  72,83,90,91,96, 

97, 105, 118, 119, 122-124, 130,  615,  616,  618,  629,  641,  692,  693,  717,  727,  735 
Pozuela,  Don  Jose  de  la.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Cienfuegos,  Governor  of. 

Preble,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 41,  62, 720 

Preble,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Brower,  Alfred  S . 452 

Farragut,  David  G .  433,  434,  440,  450 

Fitch,  R.  H .  452 

Lincoln,  Abraham .  441 

Mcllvaine,  William  D .  452 

McMurtrie,  Horace .  452 

Morrison,  James  H . - .  452 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  434,  445 

Thornton,  James  S .  457 

Dismissed  from  U.  S.  Navy .  434 

Mentioned .  431,  435,  453-456,  458, 459, 462,  463,  464,  466,  467,  766 

Renominated  as  a  commander  in  U.  S.  Navy .  459 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay  Sept.  4, 1862 -  432,  433,  436 

President,  C.  S.  Mentioned .  153, 155,  215,  613,  653,  659,  781,  782,  820 

President,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  9, 25,  99, 100, 167, 169, 176, 178, 

188, 192,  232,  434,  436,  440-442,  446,  456,  598-600,  640,  641 
For  correspondence  see  Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Pressley,  B.  C.  Libelant’s  proctor  in  case  of  brig  Betsey  Ames .  820 

Price,  Cicero.  Report  of  search  for  Confederate  cruisers .  581 

Price,  Sterling.  Mentioned .  515 

Price,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  306 

Prim,  Juan.  Mentioned .  354,355,396 

Prince  Albert.  Mentioned .  764,765,770 

Prince  Alfred,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  570 

Prince  of  Wales,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  99,249 

Priscilla,  American  schooner.  Mentioned . - .  50 

Priscilla  C.  Ferguson,  Schooner.  See  Beauregard,  C.  S.  S. 

Private  armed  vessels.  Communications  from 

Lathrop,  F.  . .  37 

Lathrop,  F.  S.,  et  al .  31 

Privateers,  Confederate. 

Fitting  out  of. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  Charles  H .  594 
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Privateers,  Confederate — Continued.  ® 

Fitting  out  of— Continued. 

Communications  from — Continued. 

Ward,  . .  275 

Wenzell,  Henry .  28 

Reports  of 

Bell,  Charles  . .  282 

Bissell,  Simon  . .  878 

1 7 

Breese,  Samuel  . . 

Schenck,  James  . .  88 

List  of .  818 

Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communications  from 

American  marine  insurance  companies .  59 

Barney,  Hiram . 

Coggeshall,  T.  &  . .  87 

Forbes,  J.  . .  88 

Report  of  William  Ronckendorff .  603 

Search  for. 

Communications  from 

Bell,  Charles  H .  304,  394 

Breese,  Samuel  L .  40,  41 

Dahlgren,  John  A .  43 

Fifield,  Captain .  42 

Forbes,  J.  M . - .  39 

Hudson,  William  L .  38, 40, 42,  49 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  18,  476 

Pearson,  George  F .  43 

St.  Thomas,  U.  S.  consul  at .  589 

Wilkes,  Charles .  514 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  15, 16, 17, 19,  39, 41, 43, 100, 468, 472 

Reports  of 

Creesy,  Josiali  P .  231 

De  Camp,  John .  362 

Glynn,  James .  219 

Handy,  Robert .  49 

Moore,  Henry  T .  238,259 

Palmer,  James  S .  49 

Rogers,  William  C .  128, 206,  296,  380 

Scott,  Gustavus  H .  55, 56 

Treatment  of.  Communications  from  Elisha  D.  Smith .  36 

Prometheus,  H.  M.  S.  Mentioned  .  24 

Protector,  American  schooner.  Capture  of,  July  28, 1861. 

Communication  from  Joseph  B.  Hull .  52 

Mentioned .  52,  818 

Pruyn,  Robert  H.  Mentioned .  301 

Puerto  Cabello,  G-overnor  of. 

Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  623 

Mentioned .  632,  698,  699 

Pulaski,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  32,33,475 

Purviance,  Hugh  Y.  Mentioned .  51,819 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  242, 243,  262, 267, 272, 280, 293,  307,  309 

Queen  of  the  West,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  244 

Queen  Victoria,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  285 

Quinn,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  764,  769 

“R.  N.”  Correspondence  with  London  Times  . .  566 
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Pace. 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  398,  400,  415,  416,  421,  764 

Rachel  Seaman,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  431( 

435,  437,  441,  444,  446-448,  451,  453,  460,  461,  466 

Rahming,  Mr.  Mentioned .  487 

Raasloff,  Colonel.  Mentioned .  264 

Rainey,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  768 

Rains  Castle,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  259 

Randolph,  George  W.  Mentioned .  402 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Ransom,  Mr.  Mentioned .  749 

Rattlesnake,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Read,  Mr.  Mentioned .  360 

Read,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  768 

Read,  J.  Laurens.  Mentioned .  764,  765,  769 

Rechberg,  Count.  Correspondence  with  M.  de  Hulseinann .  170 

Redden,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  Hiram  Paulding .  527 

Redmond,  Michael.  Mentioned .  13 

Reiley,  Edward.  Mentioned .  534 

See  Boyley,  Edward. 

Release,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  509, 520, 537,  586 

Relief,  U.  S.  storeship.  Mentioned .  63.,  64 

Retribution,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  589,  603,  604,  818 

Revolution,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  564 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  62,  203,  457 

Rice,  Mr.  Mentioned .  216 

Rice,  William  T.  Mentioned .  381 

Richards,  A.  C.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  576 

Richibucto,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  732 

Richmond,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . . .  35,73,641,735 

Ridgely,  Daniel fe. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F . . . .  256 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  233,258,283,302 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  127,  206,  233,  270,  301,  387,  388,  389 

Wilkes,  Charles .  526 

Mentioned .  208,  222,  235,  236,  258,  266, 283,  284,  532 

Reports  of 

Agents,  C.  S.  Seizure  of,  Dec.  7, 1861  .  232 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for . '218,  220,  282,  361 

O.  K.,  Sloop.  Capture  of,  Feb.,  1862 .  356 

Right  of  search.  Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  417 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  157, 192, 194-196 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader. 

Correspondence  with 

Cape  Verde  Islands,  U.  S.  consul  at .  608 

Comstock,  J.  J .  342 

Glisson,  Oliver  S .  597,  606, 607 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M .  341 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  522,524 

Mentioned .  343,346,351 

Report  of  search  for  U.  S.  ship  Vermont,  March  1-April  12,  1862 .  346 

Rising  Dawn,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  582 

Ritchie,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Montgomery .  76 
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Ritchie,  Robert — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  15,  53,  77,  292,  297,  298 

Reports  of  California  steamers.  Protection  of .  25,  35 

Rivet,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  582 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  547,548 

Robert  Gilfillan,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  747 

Roberts,  Stephen. 

Statement  of .  536 

Mentioned .  501 

Robertson,  Captain.  Mentioned .  480 

Robinson,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned .  86 

Robinson,  Tracy.  Mentioned .  66 

Robinson,  William.  Mentioned .  614,  684 

Rodgers,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes . - .  522 

Mentioned . . .  499,  511,  512 

Reports  of  blockade  runners.  Search  for .  515,539 

Rodrigues,  Seiior.  Mentioned .  709 

Roediger,  Albert  de.  Mentioned .  534 

Rogers,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with  George  Burgess .  233 

Mentioned .  233,  236,  238 

Seizure  of.  See  Agents,  C.  S.  Seizure  of,  Dec.  7,  1861. 

Rogers,  William.  Mentioned .  653 

Rogers,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  100 

Mentioned .  290,  303,  307,  819,  821 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  C.  S.  privateer.  Capture  of,  Nov.  12,1861 .  206,211 

Blockade  runners.  Search  for .  305 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Search  for .  128,  206,  260,  296,  300,  365,  380 

Rogers,  William  M.  Mentioned .  653 

Romaine,  W.  G.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Admiralty,  British. 

Ronckendorff,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Barbados,  U.  S.  consul  at .  590 

Chandler,  Ralph .  583 

Keene,  Henry  T .  590 

Lee,  Samuel  P .  510,  517,  520 

Martinique,  Governor  of .  550 

Martinique,  U.  S.  consul  at .  551 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  528,  544 

Mentioned .  554,  589 

Reports  of 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Escape  of,  from  Martinique,  Nov.  19,  1862 .  549 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  559,  574,  582,  589,  602 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Movements  of .  603 

Rosalind,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  531  582 

Ross,  Elijah.  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  S'ept.4, 1862.  450 

Ross,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  52 

Rost,  P.  A.  Correspondence  with 

Foreign  Office,  British .  jgg 

Semrnes,  Raphael .  ggQ 

State  Department,  C.  S . 
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Rothsay,  British  brigantine.  Mentioned .  717 

Rousseau,  Lawrence.  Mentioned .  624 

Rowena,  American  bark.  Mentioned . . .  818 

Royley,  Edward.  Statement  of .  534 

Ruhl,  Eugene.  Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  624 

Russell,  Earl.  Mentioned .  158, 163 

172, 177-179,  187,  299,  305,  325,  331,  356,  357,  361,  430,  662,  664,  667,  676,  678 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Foreign  Office,  British. 

Russell  &  Co.  Mentioned  .  387 

S.  J.  Waring,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  42,818 

Sabine,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned .  343-348,  351,  522,  526 

Saginaw,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  219,  374,  387,  394 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  288,  293,  381,  383,  517,  520, 526,  581,  679 

St.  Louis,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  298 

St.  Mary’s,  U.  S.  sloop.  Mentioned .  25, 

35,  53,  56,  57,  71,  77,  86,  303,  304,  357,  383,  585,  811 

St.  Thomas,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with 

Curagao,  U.  S.  consul  at .  47 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  118,  589 

Mentioned .  56,  205,  289,  603,  604 

Salique,  M.  de.  Mentioned .  354 

Sallie,  C.  Si  privateer.  Mentioned .  121,389,818,820 

Salmon,  Everett.  Mentioned .  661 

Salvor,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  13,  1861. 

Communications  from 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul  at .  112 

Patterson,  A.,  et  al .  113 

Report  of  Gustavus  H.  Scott .  109 

Mentioned .  111-113 

Samoset,  Brigantine.  Mentioned .  347,  348 

Sands,  Joshua  R. 

Correspondence  with  Macomb,  William  H .  32 

Reports  of  Brazil  Squadron.  Movements  of  vessels  of .  27,  30,  70 

Sanford,  H.  S.  Correspondence  with  John  B.  Marchand .  225 

San  Francisco,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  346,  347 

San  Jacinto,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned -  64, 118, 122, 134-136, 138-142, 145, 147, 148, 153, 

155, 156, 158, 159, 162-166, 170-173, 175, 178, 179, 184, 188, 196,  340,  508,  510, 
517,  518,  521,  525,  531,  549,  551,  553,  574,  583,  589,  641,  723,  727,  735,  779,  806 

San  Roman,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  238 

Sans  Fareil,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  308,368 

Santa  Clara,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  818 

Santee,  U.  S.  frigate.  Mentioned .  232 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  127,  208, 

218,  222,  232, 235,  236,  238,  245,  256,  258,  266,  267,  270,  282- 
284,  387,  389,  421,  470-472,  505, 507,  513,  532,  557,  558, 561 

Saranac,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  53,  54,  71,  76,  77,  292,  297,  298,  357 

Saratoga,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  24,  63,  64,  272, 292 

Sai tori,  Lewis  C. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Bell .  580 

Mentioned .  110,595,603,779,811 

Reports  of  capture  of  American  steamer  Ariel,  Dec.  7, 1862  .  577,  579 
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Lincoln,  Abraham .  221 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  292 

Saunders,  John.  Mentioned .  781 

Savage,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  62 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Havana,  TJ.  S.  consul-general  at. 

Savannah,  C.  S.  privateer. 

Capture  of,  June  3, 1861. 

Congratulatory  letter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  30 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  brig  Perry .  29 

Reports  of 

Parrott,  Enoch  G .  29 

Stringham,  Silas  H .  28 

Mentioned .  28-30,  633,  818 

Savannah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  52,  84,  539,  546-548 

Sawyer,  Francis.  Mentioned .  748,752 

Sawyer,  Henry.  Mentioned .  704 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Paramaribo,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Saxon,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  337,  340,  342-345,  347,  351 

Saxony,  American  bark.  Mentioned .  726 

Schenck,  J.  Findlay. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  507 

Reports  of 

Commerce.  Protection  of .  218 

Privateers,  Confederate.  Fitting  out  of .  69 

Scotia,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400,  413,  491,  501 

Scott,  Gustavus  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Curtis,  Cornelius .  113 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  48 

Oltmanns,  J.  G .  113 

Patterson,  A . 113 

Mentioned .  83,  89,  90, 118 

Reports  of 

Salvor,  blockade  runner.  Capture  of,  Oct.  13, 1861 .  109 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  55,  56,  69,  72,  73,  96 

Scott,  J.  K.  Mentioned .  gig 

Scott,  William,  Sir.  Mentioned .  143,  181, 197, 199,  200,  738 

Scott,  W.  W.  Mentioned .  754 

Sealine,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  81g 

Sea  Witch,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  68 

Seeley,  John.  Mentioned . . . . . . . . .  749  70^  700 

Seligman,  'William,  &  Co.  et  al.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment,  U.  S . g 

Seminole,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  27  28  30  84  693 

Semmes,  Raphael. 

Assignment  to  command .  0jg 

Assumes  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Sumter .  014 

Correspondence  with 

Armstrong,  Richard  F .  684 

Cadiz,  Captain  of  Port  of .  63g 

Cadiz,  Governor  of .  03g,  640,  643,  644,  652,  653,  657,  658 

Cadiz,  U.  S.  consul  at .  ggg 

Chapman, R.T . -  ^  ""i; '666,  669 

Chief  Pilot,  mouth  of  Mississippi  River .  616 
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Semmes,  Raphael — Continued. 

Correspondence  with— Continued. 

Cienfuegos,  Governor  of .  619 

Curasao,  Governor  of .  621,  697 

Dias,  Don  Mariano .  620 

Drummond-Hay,  John  H .  671,  672 

Duchaxel,  M.  E.  F . . .  650,  651 

Evans,  William  E .  627 

Fearn,  Walker .  644 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  Commanding  Officer  at .  692 

Fraser,  Trenhohn  &  Co .  662 

Freeman,  M.  J .  666,  669 

Fry,  Joseph .  617 

Gefken,  J.  W .  627 

Gibraltar,  Governor  of .  660,  668,  682 

Hicks,  William  A .  625 

Hudgins,  Albert  G .  621 

Kell,  John  M .  666,669 

Mason,  James  M .  659,  662,  663,  670,  673,  674,  676,  678,  681,  684,  740 

Martinique,  Governor  of .  647,  648,  649 

Mo'ise,  E.  Warren .  625,  626 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  613, 614,  615,  671 

North,  James  H . 639,771 

Rost,  P.  A .  680 

Ruhl,  Eugene .  624 

Slidell,  John .  674,677 

Surinam,  Governor  of . . .  626,  627 

Tangier,  Governor  of .  669 

Times,  London .  640 

Warden,  Frederick .  654,667 

Woolflen,  F.  S .  693 

Yancey,  William  L .  639,  644 

Mentioned .  47,  65,  83,  96,  97, 105, 107, 108,  223,  327,  373,  398, 

399,  404,  408,  416,  490,  491,  509,  520,  527,  537,  578,  582,  583,  587, 
595,  614,  676,  679,  680,  688-690,  760,  770,  773-778,  780,  781,  782 

Reports  of. 

Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Operations  and  movements  of .  778 

See  also  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Jan.  4, 1868. 
Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 

Abandonment  of .  683,  685 

Armament  and  condition  of .  615 

Escape  of,  from  Mississippi  River,  June  30, 1861 .  616-618 

Operations  and  movements  of .  622,  628,  644,  654,  685 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1S6^. 

Semmes,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  674 

Serrano,  Francisco.  Mentioned .  _  7(50 

Seward,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned .  19o,  788 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Seward,  William  H.  Mentioned .  145, 160, 161, 165, 168-171, 174, 176, 1<7, 188- 

192, 194, 196, 198-202,  386,  534,  535,  720,  788 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  State  Department,  U.  S. 

Seyes,  John.  Mentioned . - . 

Seymour,  Captain.  Correspondence  with  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones .  4U5 

Seymour,  Mr.  Mentioned . ' 

Shannon,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  ™ 

Sharkey,  Seaman.  Mentioned . 


878 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Shasgehard,  Turkish  steamer.  Mentioned .  537 

Shaw  <&  Finlay.  Mentioned .  798 

Shelby,  John.  Correspondence  with  T.  Augustus  Craven .  418 

Shepherd  Knapp,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  126, 127,  223,  224,  230,  247,  307-309,  346 

Shirk,  James  W.  Mentioned .  468 

Shirley,  Paul.  Mentioned .  86 

Shufeldt,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  130, 

203,  218,  220,  249,  256,  258,270,  301,  302,  420,  421,  492,  507,  766. 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at. 

Siam,  Ship.  Mentioned .  720 

Sibley,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  383 

Sicard,  Montgomery. 

Mentioned .  445 

Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept.  4, 1862 .  442 

Sidney  Price,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  567 

Silphide,  Bark.  Mentioned .  17 

Simms,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  768 

Simpson,  Robert  G. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  Wilkes .  133 

Mentioned .  134 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate  Commissioners,  Nov.  8,  1861 .  138 

Sinclair,  George  T.  Mentioned .  685,  686,  689,  771,  775 

Sinclair,  George  T.,  jr.  Mentioned .  760,  763,  766,  767,  770 

Sinclair,  William  B.  Mentioned .  752 

Skinner,  T.  L.  Correspondence  with  Archibald  Wilson .  61 

Slaneiro,  Spanish  brig.  Mentioned .  259 

Slaughter,  James  E.  Mentioned .  768 

Slavers.  See  Clarissa  and  Falmouth,  slavers.  Case  of.  Also  Nightingale,  sla¬ 
ver,  and  Triton,  slaver. 

Slidell,  Miss.  Mentioned .  163 

Slidell,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  163,  678 

Slidell,  John. 

Capture  of,  Nov.  8, 1861.  See  Commissioners,  Confederate.  Capture  of,  Nov. 

8,  1861. 

Correspondence  with 

Semmes,  Raphael . . .  674,  677 

Wilkes,  Charles .  139,  141,142,146 

Mentioned . . .  113-115,  124, 125, 129-143, 148-152, 155-178, 180, 

187, 192-196,198,  202,  262,  281,  628,  642,  676,  690,  692,  723,  727,  735-745,  747 
Slidell,  John,  et  al.  Statement  of  capture  of  Confederate  Commissioners, 

Nov.  8, 1861 . . .  139 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned . . .  42 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned . 747 

Smith,  Captain.  Mentioned . .  766 

Smith,  Master.  Mentioned .  g^g 

Smith,  Charles  H.  Correspondence  with  Samuel  L.  Breese .  51 

Smith,  Elisha  D.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S. . .  36 

Smith,  Frederick  F. 

Mentioned .  233  235 

Statement  relative  to  seizure  of  Confederate  agents -- ...... .... ....  237 

Smith,  James.  Mentioned .  ggQ 

Smith,  John.  (Seaman.)  Mentioned .  033 

Smith,  John  T.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  526  528 

Smith,  J.  T.  Mentioned .  *376 
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Smith,  W.  Breedlove.  Mentioned .  614,654,704 

Smith,  William.  Mentioned .  752 

Somerset,  Duke  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Mason,  James  M . 157 

Pegram,  Robert  B .  750 

Mentioned .  157 

Sonoma,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  470,  472,  483,  484,  489, 

494-500, 502-504,  512,  515,  516,  556,  558,  560,  568,  572,  587 

Soper,  Master.  Mentioned .  818 

Sophia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Sousa,  Seiior.  Mentioned .  108 

Southampton,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  293 

South  Carolina,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  61,62 

Southwick,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Sparrow,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  51 

Spartan,  British  brig.  Mentioned .  637,  713 

Spear,  Alden  T.  Mentioned .  263 

Spicer,  William  F.  Mentioned .  337,  351 

Spidell,  John.  Mentioned .  749,  752,  769 

Spiteful,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  487 

Spitfire,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  460 

Spofford,  Tileston  &  Co. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  85 

Mentioned .  124 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Du  Pont,  Samuel  F .  420 

Gansevoort,  Guert .  422 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  421 

Lardner,  James  L .  421 

Mentioned .  419,  420,  423 

Sprague,  Horatio  J.  Mentioned .  317, 

358,  363,  366,  371,  373,  381,  382,  386,  394, 540, 541,  661 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Sprague,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  86 

Stanley,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400,413,491 

Stanly,  Fabius. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Bell .  384,  471,  584 

Mentioned . 383 

Stannard,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  430 

Staples,  Master.  Mentioned .  818 

Star  of  the  East,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  427 

Starlight,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  480,  780,  788,  789 

State  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Brown,  Joseph  E .  688 

Gentry,  M.  P .  687 

Helm,  Charles  J . - .  760 

Mann,  A.  Dudley .  164 

Mason,  James  M .  118, 150, 151,  679,  688,  690,  752 

Myers,  . .  687 

Rost,  P.  A .  154 

Yancey,  William  L .  434 

Zacharie,  J.  W .  233 
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Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  U.  S.  consul  at .  202 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  88, 99,  264, 265 

Washington,  British  minister  at .  171, 172, 177, 187, 195, 196 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  332-335,  508 

Steady,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  244,  249,  281 

Steece,  Tecumseh.  Mentioned .  695 

Steedman,  Charles.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  124 

Steele,  Master.  Mentioned .  216 

Stellwagen,  Henry  S.  Mentioned .  59,301 

Stephenson,  Sergeant.  Mentioned .  688 

Stettin,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  388 

Stevens,  Edwin  A.  Mentioned .  19 

Stevens,  Thomas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bermuda,  Governor  of .  502 

Wilkes,  Charles . . .  488,  499,  555,  593 

Mentioned .  494,  497,  503,  516,  556 

Report  of  Blockade  runners.  Search  for .  511 

Stevenson,  John  A.  Mentioned .  818 

Stewart,  Houston,  Sir.  Correspondence  with  T.  Augustus  Craven .  429,430 

Stillman,  Charles.  Mentioned . 238 

Stillman,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  238 

Stockton,  Robert  F.  Mentioned . 19 

Stone,  Consul.  Mentioned .  557 

Stone,  Mr.  Mentioned .  767 

Stone,  David  M.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  98 

Stone,  S.  G.  Mentioned .  768 

Stowell,  Lord.  Mentioned .  198,  569 

Stribling,  John  M.  Mentioned .  408, 613,  614,  686,  693,  760,  764-767,  769, 770 

Stringham,  Silas  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Goldsborough,  John  R .  60 

Hull,  Joseph  B .  52 

Mentioned .  18,  30 

Report  of  capture  of  Confederate, privateer  Savannah,  June  3,  1861 .  28 

Stuart,  R.  H.  Mentioned .  42 

Styx,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  744 

Sumner,  Edwin  V. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  W*.  Carpender .  74 

Mentioned .  53-55,  57)  75)  76 

Sumpter,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  63 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 

Abandonment  of.  { 

Communications  from 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at . 373 

London,  C.  S.  Commissioner  at . . . 579 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  3gj 

Semmes,  Raphael .  533  334  674,  681 

Reports  of 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  373 

Creesy,  Josiah  P .  3gg 
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Sumter,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Pago. 

Abandonmet  of— Continued. 

Reports  of — Continued. 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  378 

Semmes,  Raphael .  683, 685 

Thatcher,  Henry  K .  381 

Armament  and  condition  of.  Report  of  Raphael  Semmes .  615 

Captures  by,  1861-62 .  744 

Disposition  of  officers  of.  Communication  from  James  D.  Bulloch .  770 

Escape  of,  from  Martinique,  Nov.  23,  1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Iroquois . .  214 

Reports  of 

Anandale,  H.  A .  216 

Palmer,  James  S .  213,215 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Also  Report  of  Raphael  Semmes,  p.  644. 

Escape  of,  from  Mississippi  River,  June  30, 1861. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn .  34 

Reports  of 

Poor,  Charles  H .  34 

Semmes,  Raphael .  622,628 

See  also  Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  May  24,  1861,  to  April  11,  1862. 

Guarding  of. 

Communications  from 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  396 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  397 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  397 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  405, 479 

Reports  of 

Bryson,  Andrew .  523,  601 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  393,  396, 586 

Thatcher,  Henry  K .  385 

Upton,  Daniel  P .  489 

Journal  of,  May  24, 1861,  to  April  11, 1862  .  691-744 

List  of  officers  of .  614 

Mentioned .  34,  41,  44,  47,  48,  55,  56,  62,  63, 


65,  66,  68-70,  72,  73,  78-83,  87,  89,  90-96,  98,  99,  103-109,  117-120,  122,  123, 
130, 168,  191,  204,  205,  208-210,  213-217,  219,  222-224,  239,  240,  242,  243,  247, 
251,  252,  260,  267,  271-274,  277,  284,  286,  288,  290,  291,  299,  300,  305-307,  309- 
314,  317,  318,  320,  322,  324,  327-329,  331,  332,  352,  358,  359,  361,  365,  366,  367, 
370,  371,  373,  378,  381,  382,  386,  389,  394,  396-399,  401,  479,  489,  491,  508,  509, 
521,  523,  524,  537,  563,  576,  581,  583,  586-589,  593,  601,  613,  614,  616,  637-639, 
641-643,  645,  652-654,  659,  660,  663,  664,  667,  670,  676,  678,  679,  681,  682,  684- 
691,  693,  704,  710,  722, 740, 742,  744,  762, 764,  770,  771, 776, 778,  786,  794,  814 


Murder  on  board  of. 

Communications  from 

Gibraltar,  U.  S.  consul  at .  508,  509 

London,  C.  S.  Commissioner  at .  688,  690 


Operations  and  movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Corning,  E.L .  123 

Curasao,  U.  S.  consul  at .  47,89 

Frailey,  James  M .  290 

Havana,  U.  S.  consul-general  at .  62, 98 


123A - 56 
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Sumter,  C.  S.  S.— Continued.  Pa8e- 

Operations  and  movements  of— Continued. 

Communications  from — Continued. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . - .  83 

Paramaribo,  U.  S.  consul  at .  97, 117, 118 

State  Department,  U.  S .  88 

Semmes,  Raphael .  840 

Reports  of 

Glynn,  James .  62 

Semmes,  Raphael .  622, 628,  644,  654 

Sale  of. 

Communications  from 

Bulloch,  James  D .  689,  690 

Mason,  James  M .  688,  690 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . - .  691 

Reports  of 

Bryson,  Andrew .  588,  593 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  576 

Search  for. 

Communications  from 

Creesy,  Josiah  P .  322 

McKinstry,  J  ames  P .  251 

Mahan,  Alfred  T .  87 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  288,  292 

Instructions  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S . 82 

Orders  of  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  48,  240,  242,  284,  290,  291 

Reports  of 

Brasher,  Thomas  M . 66 

Ey tinge,  Henry  S .  222,  308 

Frailey,  James  M .  270,  289,  306 

Glynn,  James  . . .  224 

Palmer,  James  S .  90, 122,  203,  208,  212, 213-215,  229 

Porter,  David  D .  68,  78,  91, 103, 104 

Rogers,  William  C  .  260,300 

Scott,  Gustavus  H .  69,72,73,96 

Wilkes,  Charles .  119 

Supplies  for.  Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  670 

Semmes,  Raphael .  639,  644,  659,  662 

Supply,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  688 

Surinam,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  626,627 

Surinam,  U.  S.  consul  at.  Mentioned .  634 

Susanne,  French  bark.  Mentioned .  803 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  7,  20, 27,  436,  437,  453-455 

Swartwout,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  273,  368 

Swasey,  Captain.  Mentioned .  99 

Sweeting,  Anthony.  Mentioned .  556 

Sylph,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  400 

Symmetry,  British  bark.  Mentioned .  563 

T.  B.  Wales,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  551,  780,  803,  807 

Tangier,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  Raphael  Semmes .  669 

Tangier,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Correspondence  with  T.  Augustus  Craven  .  310,  311 

Mentioned  . . .  .310,  312, 313-315, 317,  358-360, 664,  668-671,  673, 674, 676, 678, 687, 743 


INDEX, 
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Tartar,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  280 

Tatham,  Edward.  Mentioned . ; .  36g 

Taylor,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with 

Gnthrie,  John  Julius .  j2 

U.  S.  district  court  of  New  York,  judge  of .  44 

Mentioned .  443 

Report  of  capture  of  slaver  Nightingale,  April  21, 1861 .  11 

Taylor,  John  Y .  Report  of  escape  of  C.  S.  S.  Florida  into  Mobile  Bay,  Sept. 

1862  .  44g 

Taylor,  Moses.  Mentioned .  265 

Taylor,  Richard.  Mentioned .  74a  7K0 

Temple,  William  G.  .  ’  * 

Correspondence  with 

Nassau,  Governor  of .  __  253  254 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . .  207,  211, 217*  271 


Reports  of 

Blockade  runners. 

Movements  of .  245,  248,  255,  260,  266,  268,  284 

Search  for .  243,  273,  280,  281 

Neutrality  regulations,  British .  252 

Tennessee,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  302 

Termagant,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned . : . . .  3915  401 

Terrible,  British  frigate.  Mentioned .  g 

Terror,  H.  B.  M.  hark.  Mentioned .  247,  251 

Tessier,  E.  L.  Mentioned . 783 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  332,  390 

Mentioned .  382,  383 

Reports  of 

Commerce.  Protection  of .  370 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S. 

Abandonment  of .  381 

Guarding  of .  385 

Thaxter,  Mr.  Mentioned .  26 

Theodora,*  Steamer.  Mentioned .  124, 130, 149-152,  245,  248,  249,  259,  260, 285 

Thistle,  British  steamer. 

Boarding  of.  See  Cornuhia  and  Tlmtle.  Boarding  of,  Nov.,  1862. 

Mentioned .  564-566 

Thomas,  Charles. 

Report  of  protection  of  California  steamers .  3 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department . 3 

Thomas,  Francis  M.  Mentioned .  752 

Thomas,  William  B.  Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  S .  45 

Thomas  &  Co.  Mentioned .  364 

Thompson,  Marine.  Mentioned .  684 

Thompson,  Mr.  Mentioned .  582 

Thompson,  A.  J.  Correspondence  with  William  G.  Temple .  254 

Thompson,  Otis  A.  Mentioned .  568 

Thomsen,  John.  Mentioned .  375, 377 

Thomson,  Edward  R.  Mentioned . 27,28,30 


♦Formerly  C.  S.  privateer  Gordon. 
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Thornton,  James  S.  Page- 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Preble . . .  457 

Mentioned .  439,  460,  464,  466,  576 

Testimony  before  court  of  enquiry . — . .  460 

Thouvenel,  Edouard  A. 

Correspondence  with  M.  Mercier .  164 

Mentioned . .  165, 166, 169, 177,  676,  677 

Thrupp,  Captain.  Mentioned . - .  496 

Times,  London. 

Correspondence  with 


“  R.  N.  ” .  566 

Semmes,  Raphael .  640 

Tinklepaugh,  E.  L. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  W.  Carpender .  75,  76 

Mentioned . .  74 

Tioga,  U.  8.  S.  Mentioned .  470, 

472,  483,  484,  494-500,  502,  503,  511,  512,  526,  557,  558,  560,  569 
Tobey,  Edward  S.,  et  al.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Board  of  Trade, 
Boston. 

Todd,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  484 

Tolfree,  James  E.  Mentioned .  605 

Tonawanda,  American  ship. 

Capture  of,  Oct.  9, 1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20,  1862, 
to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize .  780 

Mentioned .  527,780,794,795 

Tonta,  American  steamer.  Mentioned .  341 

Topaze,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  391 

Totten,  Joseph  G.  Mentioned .  75, 109,  476 

Toucey,  Isaac.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Train,  George  F.  Mentioned .  225 

Train,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  314,315 

Transit,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  68 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Barney,  Hiram .  38 

Seligman,  William,  &  Co.  et  al .  8 

Thomas,  William  B . 45 

Young,  James  H .  228 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  62,73 

Trenholm,  George  A.  Mentioned . 149,150 

Trent,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  130, 

131, 133-142, 153-156, 158-160, 162-170, 172-174, 176-181, 184. 
185, 187-194, 196, 198,  200,  201,  391,  590,  670,  672,  678,  727,  732 
Trent  affair.  See  Commissioners,  Confederate.  Capture  of,  Nov.  8,  1861. 

Trinidad,  Governor  of.  Mentioned .  633,  699,  700 

Triton,  Slaver.  Capture  of,  May  21, 1861.  Report  of  John  S.  Nicholas .  24 

Trowbridge,  Edward.  Mentioned .  105 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Barbados,  TJ.  S.  consul  at. 

Tubal  Cain,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  400  413 

Tucker,  N.  E. 

Correspondence  with  Josiah  P.  Creesy .  372 

Mentioned . . .  g^l 

Tunstall,  Thomas  T. 

Mentioned . . . 

311,  317,  358-360,  382,  386,  392,  665,  668,  669,  671,  673,  674,  676-678,  742,  743 
Seizure  of.  See  Myers  and  Tunstall,  Messrs.  Seizure  of,  Feb.  19,  1862. 
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Turenne,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  368 

Turner,  Levi  W.  Mentioned .  314 

Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  191,  249,  278,  287,  300,  305, 


312-314,  318,  327,  329-331,  357,  358,  361,  365-367,  370,  381,  385,  394,  396,  397, 
405,  418,  419,  429,  430,  481,  489,  490,  507,  509,  517,  520,  521,  526,  531,  537,  541, 
546,  562,  565,  666,  676,  680,  681,  685,  686,  741-743,  746,  747,  749-754,  775,  777 


Tyler,  Henry  B.,  jr.  Mentioned 


11,12 


U.  S.  district  court  of  New  York,  Judge  of.  Correspondence  with  Alfred 


Taylor .  H 

Ulloa,  Spanish  steamer.  Mentioned .  396 

Una,  Danish  brig.  Mentioned .  716 

Unenca,  Eugene.  Mentioned .  52 

Union,  American  schooner. 


Capture  of,  Dec.  5, 1862.  See  Alabama,  C.  S.  S.  Journal  of,  Aug.  20, 1862 


to  Jan.  4,  1863. 

Disposition  of,  as  prize .  781 

Mentioned .  780,  781,  810 

Union,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  263,  346 

Union,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  19, 52, 59 

Upton,  Daniel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  489 

Fayal,  U.  S.  consul  at .  480 

Mentioned .  537,586 

Reports  of 

Azores  Islands.  C.  S.  S.  Alabama  in  vicinity  of .  480,  481 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Guarding  of .  489 

Urana,  American  brig.  Mentioned .  500,511,515,558 

V.  H.  Ivy,  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  818 

Vanderbilt,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  302 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  302,  479,  505,  526,  533,  538,  544,  575,  576,  604,  799 

Vanderbilt,  Cornelius. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  8,  604,  605,  609 

Mentioned .  23,604,782 

Van  Dorn,  Earl.  Mentioned .  54,  55, 57, 515 

Van  Lansberge,  R.  F.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surinam,  Governor  of. 

Van  Zandt,  Nicholas  H.  Mentioned .  54 

Van  Zandt,  William  V.  R.  Mentioned .  512 

Vattel,  Emmerich  de.  Mentioned .  143,180,197,199,409 

Venus,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  89 

Venus,  Dutch  hark.  Mentioned .  296 

Vermont,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned .  336-338,340-351 

Search  for,  March  1-April  12, 1862. 

Communications  from 

Blake,  Homer  C .  341 

Goldsborough,  Louis  M .  341 

Hudson,  William  L .  336,  337,  340, 344 

Paulding,  Hiram .  336,  337,  338,  341,  343 — 346 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  342 

'  Reports  of 

Baldwin,  Augustus  S .  335,  336, 338,  342,  349 

Comstock,  Joseph  J .  343, 345 

McKinstry,  James  P . 1 .  340 

Ringgold,  Cadwalader .  346 

Vesterling,  A.  Mentioned .  16 5, 770 


886 


INDEX. 


Page- 

Victor  Emanuel,  II.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  5,6 

Victor  Emanuel,  Sardinian  frigate.  Mentioned .  4,  6,  7 

Victoria,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  232 

Victoria,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  492 

Victory,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  287 

Vigilant,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  287 


Vigilant,  American  ship.  Mentioned .  646,  727,  744 

Vigo,  y  Mendez  de.  Mentioned .  640 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Cadiz,  Governor  of. 

Villaverde,  Du  Santos.  Mentioned .  63 

Ville  de  Malaga,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  310 

Vincennes,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  38,  40,  42,  49,  301 

Virginia,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  780,790 

Virginia,  Confederate  steamer.  Case  of.  Communications  from  Charles 

Wilkes .  602,  604 

Virginia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  344 

Virginia  Price,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  36 

Vixen,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned.. .  460 

Vogel,  L.  Mentioned . . . . .  764,770 

Vulture,  French  steamer.  Mentioned .  634,  704 


W.  E.  Alexander,  Confederate  schooner.  Case  of.  Report  of  Josiah  P. 


Creesy .  371 

W.  G.  Hewes,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  492 

Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  470, 

472,  490, 493,  495-497,  502-504,  523,  526,  540,  542,  557,  560,  571,  572, 582 

Waddy,  Thomas  E.  Mentioned .  781 

Wainwright,  Jonathan  M.  Mentioned .  223,459 

Walker,  John  T.  Mentioned .  768 

Wallace,  Johnson.  Mentioned .  96 

Wallen,  Henry  D.  Mentioned .  74,75 

Wanderer,  Yacht.  Mentioned .  18 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Lilly,  A . 821 

Maffitt,  J  ohn  N .  758 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  Ellen  McCarthy  .  241 

W ard,  Mr.  Mentioned .  379 

Ward,  C.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  R.  B.  Forbes .  275 

Mentioned .  275,292,297 

Ward,  William  J.  Mentioned . 744 

Warden,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with 

Craven,  T.  Augustus .  327 

Pickering,  Charles  W .  366 

Semmes,  Raphael .  654  667 

Mentioned .  323,  329,  366,  662,  739,  741,  742 

Warren  Winslow,*  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned .  51,59,67 

Warrior,  H.  B.  M.  S.  Mentioned .  328,  329,  741 

Washington,  British  minister  at.  Correspondence  with 

Crawford,  Joseph  T .  171 

Foreign  Office,  British .  159-162, 165, 167-170, 174, 176, 177, 188-192, 194-196 

Hewett,  W .  193,195 

State  Department,  U.  S .  171, 172, 177, 187, 195, 196 


*  Same  as  Winslow ,  C.  S.  privateer. 
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Washington,  George.  Mentioned .  354,641 

Washita,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  484 

Waterman,  F.  H.  Mentioned .  384 

Watkins,  Captain.  Mentioned .  58 

Watkins,  James  T.  Eeport  on  assuming  command  of  Saginaw .  387 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G. 

Mentioned .  115, 117 

Eeport  of  search  for  C.  S.  S.  Nashville .  117 

Watson,  Ship.  Mentioned .  230 

Watson,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  356 

Watson,  George  W.  Mentioned .  764 

Watson,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Montgomery . 239 

Mentioned .  220 

Watson,  William  F.  Mentioned .  237 

Wave  Crest,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  780,793 

Weather  Gauge,  American  schooner.  Mentioned .  780,789 

Webb,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  302 

Webb,  James  Watson.  Mentioned .  581 

Webb,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  581 

Webster,  C.  W.  Mentioned .  17 

Weed,  W.  F.,  &  Co.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  10 

Weidman,  John.  Mentioned .  576 

Welch,  R.  W.  Correspondence  with  F.  S.  Lathrop .  203 

Welch,  William.  Mentioned .  340 

Welsh,  Richard.  Mentioned .  534 

Welles,  Gideon.  Mentioned .  640,  641,  642,  643,  735 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  TJ.  S. 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.  Mentioned .  783 

Wenzell,  Henry.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  26,  27 

West  India  Squadron.  Operations  and  movements  of.  See  Wilkes,  Charles. 

West  Wind,  American  hark.  Mentioned .  619,  620,  622,  630,  695,  744 

Wetson,  J.  Mentioned .  635,710 

Weymouth,  British  schooner.  Mentioned .  718 

Wheaton,  Henry.  Mentioned . .  143,153,197,198,409 

Whipple,  George  A.  Mentioned .  682,744 

Whiting,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  398,  399,  406,  407, 416 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at. 

Whittle,  William  C.  Mentioned .  748,  752 

Wiley,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  534 

Willies,  Charles. 

Assignment  to  command 

U.  S.  S.  San  Jacinto .  64 

West  India  Squadron . - .  470 

Correspondence  with 

Bailey,  Theodorus .  595 

Bermuda,  Governor  of . - .  495,  494,  495,  496 

Bermuda,  U.  S.  consul  at . 494, 515 

Clary,  Albert  G .  545 

Collins,  Napoleon .  499 

Dahlgren,  Charles  B .  153 

Eustis,  George .  141;  142, 146 

Fairfax,  Donald  McN .  153 

Grace,  H.  . .  i33 
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Wilkes,  Charles — Continued.  Page- 

Correspondence  with — Continued. 

Greer,  J ames  A .  ^3 

Hall,  George  . .  133 

Houston,  G.  . . 

Houston,  James  B .  1°3 

Hudson,  William  L .  117 

Inman,  William .  64 

Macfarland,  J  ames  E .  HI,  112,  H6 

MeKinstry,  James  P .  514 

Mason,  James  M .  HI;  H2, 146 

Merida,  Mexico,  U.  S.  consul  at . - .  602 

Nassau,  U.  S.  consul  at .  490,  501,  555,  562,  570,  581,  588 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  145, 146, 148,  470, 

472,  476,  477,  479,  491,  493,  499,  502,  510,  525,  532,  558,  566,  569,  583, 587,  606 

Palmer,  James  S .  119 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  526 

Rodgers,  George  W .  522 

Sclienck,  J.  Findlay .  507 

Simpson,  R.  G .  133 

Slidell,  John .  141, 142, 146 

Stevens,  Thomas  PI .  499,  555,  593 

Wyman,  Robert  H .  477 

Mentioned .  64, 118, 

122, 135, 141, 142,145-147, 167-172, 173,  176, 178, 179-181, 184, 185, 189, 
190, 193,  196,  201,  486,  487,  492,  515,  517,  556,  559-561,  569, 582, 599-602 


Reports  of 

Bermuda.  Affairs  at .  483,  493,  502 

Commissioners,  Confederate.  Capture  of,  Nov.  8,  1861 .  129, 

142, 143, 145, 147 

Neutrality  regulations,  British .  500, 571 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Search  for .  119 

West  India  Squadron.  Operations  and  movements  of .  483, 

493,  499,  502,  505,513,  532,  542,  557, 558,  571,  586,  606 

Willcox,  J.  A.  Correspondence  with  T.  Augustus  Craven .  278 

William  G.  Anderson,  U.  S.  hark.  Mentioned .  100, 


127, 128,  206,  223, 261,  289,  303,  305,  307,  365,  380,  821 


William  H.  Webb,*  C.  S.  privateer.  Mentioned  .  818 

William  McGilvery,  American  brig. 

Capture  of,  July  25,  1861.  Communication  from  Hiram  Carlisle .  50 

Mentioned .  50,  68,  818 

Williams,  P.  W.  Mentioned .  534 

Williams,  Henry.  Mentioned .  337,590 

Williams,  James  M.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  525 

Williams,  John.  Mentioned .  96 

Williams,  John.  (Seaman.) 

Statement  of .  534 

Mentioned .  534,  535 

Williams,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with 

Admiralty,  British .  163 

Patey,  Charles  G.  E .  158 

Mentioned .  141, 158, 159, 163, 173, 177-180 


Afterwards  C.  S.  S.  Webb. 
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